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.. 4ions bave not led to more active romonstranoes
luowl.ns to the fact thut the company has earned
s character for cupldity and shameless-
m that it is belleved that no appeals that
an be made to their sense of juslice will be
ttended with success, They are in posseasion
wof exolusive rights, and they seem determined
wring the most they can out of them with-
* put regurd to the obligations implied in their
gontract, Still, we have great faith in the force
of public opinion, and we believe that if the
citizens of Brooklyn were ouly to take proper
pieps to expose and hold up to general condem-
mation the conduet of this grasping monopoly,
it might be broughi to concede many of the

Points at Issue between them.

“The Fraudulent System of Primary Elec-
tions In Now York.

The problem is frequently presented for so-
Qution, by individuals unsophisticated in the
mancuvrings of Tammany Hall politicians,
®ow it is that they manage to hoodwink the
respectable portion of the democracy into
abetting the perpetuntion in power of row
dies and leaders of rowdies, to whom they
' would not confide, in private busineas, the most
ordinary trust,. The way this fraud upon the
democratic party is managed is in the im-
_proved method of conducting elections, and
more especially the primaries, by which the
. number of votes cast for a candidate has never
anything whatever to do with his chances of
‘being elected. The old fashioned, one horse
machinery of personal violence has hecome
obusolete, and a plan has been invented, equally
effective and more scientific. It consists in
pimply securing the services of the inspectors
whose duty it is to prepare and sign certificates
of election, and to take care that these latter
are made out with a sole view to the interesta
of those who have bribed the inspectors, irre-
gpectively of the pumber of votes which rival
aspirants may bave received. A primary meet-
dng Is, therefore, a hoax and sham, and the
real struggle is that which takes place between
the cliques into which the rufian monopolists
are usually divided who shall secure the ap-
pointment of the inspectors. The particular
gong of rowdies which gets these enters into
that kind of power which is called the “repre-
sentative” of the party, so long as their term
may last.

Thus, when the present General Committee
of Tammany Hall wus appointed, the commit-
tee preceding it, hpd its customary series of
squabbles and intrignes, until one division of
brulites bad ousted the other, in the fight which
of them should name the inspectors of the ward
primaries, at which, in purer times, the demo-
cracy elected their local representatives. The
victorious cligue—a foul nest of plundering
corruptionists—voted that the new committeo
should congiat of themselves, and, where they
‘had a doubt of the faithfulness of the inspec-
-tors to the principle of “bonor among thieves,”
they actually caused their “certificates of elec-
tion" to be made out before the election itself
scame off, and thus made a sub-cheat, a fraud
within a frand, a dodge by which they might
‘be outswindled, impossible.

1f, by some miracle, unheard of In Tammany
annals, some honorable, high-minded democra-
tic merchant, like Mr, Royal Fhelps, had been
= candidate for membership of the General
Committee, and John McAlpine, who was sent,
& month ago, to the Penitentiary, had opposed
Nm, the character and influence of the latter,
#ould, beyond a doubt, have secured his right
to appoint the inspectors of the primary, which
was to declde between them. If after that, Mr,
Royal Phelps had received fifteen buadred
votes and McAlpine had obtained but five, the
majority of fourteen hundred and ninety-five
would not have availed the former gentleman
one whit. The inspectors, appointed for no
other reason than that they were McAlpine's
creatures, would, thereupon, have certified, on
onth if required, that, it was he who had
got the larger number of suffrages, and
that Mr. Phelps’ name had scarcely been per-
celvable in the ballot box. This unre-
publican, rascally process, utterly subver-
give of the very meaning of the word democra-
¢y, of conrso keeps away from the polls all high
minded men, Of the respectable men who
were at the Fifth Avenne Hotel the other even-
ing, not five, probably, were ever at a primary
meeting in their lives. Ther know that they
would have no chance there. They have voted
the tickets nominated by the democratic party
hecause its principles and platform meet their
approval, but they will hold no association
with the very persons for whom they deposit
their suffrages.

The Tammany Hall General Committee hav-
ing secured their seats at the fountain hesd of
anthority, had no great difficaliy in retaining
the power they had thimble-rigged themselves
into, until it became necessary, six weeks ago,
to appoint delegates to the State nominating
Convention at Syracuse. It had been pre-or-
dained by the Albany Regency to make up,
there, the list of delegates to the Naticnal Con-
tention at Charleston, and a row sprang up o
the Wigwam, because there are one hundred
sand twenty odd members of the Committee, and
to Charleston but seventeen of them could pos-
gibly be chosen. The tug of war was described
jn the Henarp on the following day, when it
was remarked by us, that, “while the democra-
tic voters in the rezpective districts were
quictly sleeping in their beds at home,

their kind bearted, amiable, self-consti-
tuted representatives, had not only named
the inspectors who should preside over their
election of delegates to Syracuse, but had done
it 5o effectually that it was resolved upon, then
and there, who should go to the State Conven-
tion; and that the list thus made up would
inevitably and infallibly obtain certificates of
election, even though not a man on it should
et a solitary vote.”

Our prognostications were correct, and the
result proved, also, that what we had insisted
aipon, for some time hefore, would also take
place. The men who got the inspectors, not
only went to Syracuse, but, whilo there, re-
#lected themselves to Charleston, nearly every
one of them cheating one or more of his con-
Joderates in 80 doing. = As for the backbone,
pinow, honesty and true worth of the demo-
wratio party, 1t was not even thought of} nor
glid it enter into the brains of the corrupt
plique whieh prevailed at the Convention that
the issue of the coming State election was a
wital one for the whole country, and that the
glefeat of Seward doctrines was necessary to
govert a national disuster, in 1860, Thereforo.

pot a single man was put upon the delegation

4 Chorleston, except in accordance with an
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which should call for especial attention on the
part of the Reform Democratic Associations
which bave recently sprung up. It ia a tyranny
aguinst which the paying men and the working
men of the party equally revolt, and, until it
is abolished, or reformed, the rowdy rule of
cligues will not be utterly abolished.

Degeneracy of Public Manners.

We learn that for the last few days
the Dusseldorf gallery has been thronged
in an unprecedented manner by persons of
all grades, but more particularly by the
respectable classes, inoluding a very large
proportion of ladies of fashion, and the
clergy of almost all denominations. The
magnet of attraction which appears o
have drawn these crowds is the palnting of
Yenus in astate of perfeot nudity, with not
even the fig leaf which our first parents wore
for. want of betier covering, or the apron which
even the savage tribes of the red men wear in
the wilderness, remote from all clvilization.

This painting is undoubtedly a work of art
possessing great general merit, and in some
points high excellence. The faultless head,
the voluptuous, though noble expression of
countenance, the exquisite form of every limb
and muscle and feature, the beautiful attitude,
the magnificent coloring—glowing like life
itself on the canvass—all dre calculated to
arrest the attention and to render the plcture
the more seductive and dangerous to our
youth of both sexes. Its public exhibition
would not be permitted In Paris or London, or
any city in Europe. There is no veil, no screen;
but the moment ladies are ushered into the
gallery the obscene and indecent work meets
their view. Itis the most prominent object in
the room, and all eyes are turned to it, Some
ladies, who do not expect to find it, aresur-
prised and shocked. Others appear not to ba
troubled with any such ideas of modesty, and
stare ut it more infently than the rougher sex.
This cannot be wondered at when the example
is set them by the clergy, some of whom will
probably exhibit it in their churches, charg-
ing twenty-five cents per head for admission,
or even more, for the purpose of raising funds
to build new churches, or to send out mission-
aries to convert the heathen to our new Chris-
tianity and improved civilization.

Trulg this is a strange developement of the
manness of the agein our model republic, in
which Christian churches and clergy abound
beyond all other countries, So rapid are the
strides of degeneracy that the contemplative
mind is borne back to the times of the old
Roman republic, which fell by its vices, first
into an empire, and thence Into ruin—when
gladiatorial fights and publio exposure of na-
ked human bodies became the customs of the
day, and women ceased to blush at the most
lewd and lascivious exhibitions. Thus was
Rome precipitated lo her full.

Again, in the Middle Ages, when the Ifalian
republics sprang out of the ruins of the em-
pire, and when religion and civilization, litera-
ture and art, emerged from the darkness in
which they had been so long burled—what was
it that wrought the rnin of liberty and
civilization? The dissolute and ferocious man-
ners which prevailed. The Condottierri sold
their lances to the republice fighting against
each other, and virtually they became the ruling
class; art, which at an earlier age had been de-
voted to the purposes of religion and the illus-
tration of sacred history, waa now prostituted
to licentiousness, and such was the general cor-
ruption and depravity of the times that the
Popes kept mistresses. Religion, morality and
liberty were thus overwhelmed in one common
ruin, and the Protestant Reformation arose.
And now we are going on here in the same
way. Indeed, corruption of manners is
more rapid and premature with ps than
in the olden time. Prize fighters and rowdies
are the ruling classes, and government scems
to be abandoned to them in despair. Indecent,
lascivious pictures are exhibited in public with
the connivance of the authorities, and with the
ganction of the clergy, who, with “the wives
and doughters of our most wealthy citizens,”
express their approbation in the most emphatio
way, by their presence, and by paying their
money to see the naked Goddess of Beauty.
As like causes produce like effects, there can
be ne doubt that we are fast hastening to the
same goal a8 the medimval Italiang and the
ancient Romans

In the midst of this degeneracy the only re-
deeming feature that presents itself is, that the
clergy are down on the poor little newsboy .
who sells a few papera on Sunday in order to
purchuse bread for bis mother, and on the
working classes, who earn their bread for six
days in the week by the sweat of their brows
(which is more than can be &aid of the clergy),
and desire lo devote the seventh te the recrea-
tion of body und mind in the pure air of God's
green fields, and in the innocent contemplation
of His grand and Deautiful works,

To prevent this recreation and the moral and
religious instruction derived from the sermons
preached by the rooks, the trees, the flowers,
the birds, the running brooks and the radiant
clouds, is the great achievment of our clergy of
the preeent day, which surely ought to make
up for the example they set in patronizing
the public exhibition of a lascivious naked
Venus, which would not be tolerated in any
other part of the Christian world.

Forerayn axp Narive Arr—Errrcr or Cowre.
Trrion~—Painting and sculpture seem now
likely to make as rapid progress amongst us as
their kindred art, music, has done. The impulse
which they have of late years received from
the formation of large private collections such
us those of Mr. Lennox, Mr. Aspinwall, Mr
Belmont, Mr. Leupp, Mr. Wright and others,
has not only contributed to better the prospects
of our native artists but to encourage the im-
portation here of valuable foreign works. There
are at the present moment on exhibition in
this city a3 many flne specimens of the
different modern schools of palnting as
probably can bhe found anywhere out of
London and Paris. Of the works of (e
French painters we have several admirable
paysages and animal pieces by Troyon anp
Rosa Bonheur, some fine Rhine studies hy
Brion, two or three charming tablenir de genre
by Schlessinger, “The Evening Prayer” and
“Decadence of Rome" by Couture, “The Duel
after the Masquerade” by Gerome, the “Hebe™
of Ary Scheffer, “The Bohemians™ by Knuus,
a couple of marine pieces by Isahey and Gudin,
ond a host of other works by artists of almost
cqual celebrity. Of the English rchoo! there
are the “Quoit Players” by Linnell, the “Tage
Garda™ Ly Herring, the “Lions,” by Landscer

an Itallan leke goene by Staoficld and o yo

markable preRaphaelite cffort,  The Stone
Breaker,”” by Walliz. The German school
offers several of the hold and vigorous compo-
sitions of Andreas Achenbach, the “Otello
and Desdemona' of Professor Kohier, the
“Funreal of Rapbael” by Thiel, und that
beautiful little gem, *The Inundation,” by
Meyer, of Bremen. Of works by Americun ur-
tista, there are “The Heart of the Andes,”
Church's last great pictare; Bdwin White's
noble composition, * Washington Resigning the
Command of the American Army,”" painted for
the State of Maryland, and, proh pudor, Page's
“Venus.” In statuary the last novelty s the
“Tecumseh” of Pettrich, an ambitious effort
well worlhy the attention of connolaseurs.

From this enumeration it will be seen that
the lovers of the fine arts have never had so
favorable an opportunity for the cultivation of
their tastes as is now afforded them by the dif-
ferent colloctions at present exhibiting in our
city. One of the reasons assigned for the
moderate patronage until recently accorded to
American works waa that our public, having no
standards to judge by in collections of acknow-
ledged merit, could not properly appreciate
their value. The force of this argument has
been demonstrated by the fact that since the
works of our native painters have been exposed
to competition with those of the French, Eng-
lish and German schools, their price hae risen
in the market. There are, Ia truth, but fow of
our American painters of any roputation who
cannot now easily sell their pictures from the
easel, and when we find foreigners of such
world-wide celebrity as those we bhave men-
tioned compelled to send their works here to
be disposed of, we may congraiulate ourselves
on the evidence which these two circumstances
afford us of the rapid strides which art culture
is making amongst us.

Forney on His Last Legs=Flis Latest Fa-
brieation in Regard to the President.
The Philadelphia Press, conducted by John

W.Forney, and owned by nobody knows whom,

iz evidently in the last stages of decay, and the

end of its brief and inglorious career may be
daily expected. Douglas, having recanted and
returned into a probationary communion with
the democratic party, bas withdrawn the supply
of funds on which the Press mainly relied; and
as the opposition party would have nothing to
do with Forney or his paper at any price, it
was apparent ihat there was nothing to save
them from extinguishment. But Forney, who,
a8 chief butler in poor Pierce's kitchen cabinet,
learned to he quick at resources, bit upon a
plan the other day, which, he flattered himself,
would get his paper into some noforiety, and
stave off, perbaps, for a little while longer,
the inevitable day of doom. In commenting
upon the Terry-Broderick duel in California,
he indulged in some insane ravings against Mr.
Buchanan, called him an arch traitor, and asked
if he eould feel that his hands were clear of Lhe
heart’s blood of David C. Broderick. OF course
nobody wouid be foolish enough to attach any
importance to such absurd nonsense, much less
the President, who knows Forney's weakness,
and really commiserates the poor fellow; but
yet o slatement has heen (elegraphed from

were unexceplionnble, and enly two or three
of an immoral character, but # Is clear that if
the government intend to prevent the importa-
tion of auch works altogether, thay must obtain
different verdicts,

This is the first important oase which has
come into Court under the new law. Hereto-
fore the question as to whether pictures of this
kind were indecent or not has been left to the

Judgment of the Custom House oficials, and the
inference is that the artistic representation
must be very ohscene indeed that wounld be #o
pronounced by ench a tribunal. The probabi-
lity is, that when the judges in these cases
wanted a few specimens for themselves they
were declared indecent, and were seized;
and when not suiciently aftractive to the
prurient fancy of an officeholder, they
have been passod without question. The
stereoscopic art is exceedingly beautiful, and
for groups of living figures is perhaps
unrivalled in [ts effects, for it reproduces life
in » wonderful fashion; nor is it to foreign
countries alone that its efforts are confined;
we have companies here, and many respecta-
ble individuals alao, engaged in the business,
who are every day producing greups of various
kinds for the stereoscope. The facilities for
proouring groups of a certain character, how-
ever, are not as great here as in Paris, and
bence they are Imported. It often happens
that in the packages shipped to the ordars of
importers who desire none but unobjection-
able subjects, a faw pictures of a very different
character are inserted, just as Page's Venus has
found ita way into the Dusseldorf Gallery,
where no work of art of L(he same nature has
been seen before.  But it Is manifest that if the
importation of obscene stereoscopes is to he
prevented effectually, the importer should not
be relmbursed for he forfeited goods

The Consolidation of the Tilegraph
Companivs.

e revernl telograph tnes betwean New Oricans and
tho rovinee of New Brunswick were consolidated, un
der the name of the New Joraey Telegraph Company, in
this cuy yesterday, aod the new company vwas temporasily
aegaized Ly the clection of Abram 8 Hewitt, President
Zenus Havoum, Viee Presidont;, Franeis Mosris, Trewssurer;

B W. Rusecli, Scorctary The otber direcloss are Amos
Fendnt, Wrn. 3. Ewaln, Crrus W, Flold, HL 0. Alden and

I 1L Purds. The anoual election for the choiee
of direptora nud  olber  officers of  the new
company  wil  take piace  In January moext, in
thi=  eitr, when the present  telegraph  compa.

nios will, we understand, probably Le dissolved, viz, The
American Telegraph Company, controlling wilres from
ackvilie, N, B, o Philadelphia; Lbe New Eogland Unlon
Telegraph Company, with wire« from Baston to New York;
the House Telegraph Companr, with wires from New
York to Washinglon, and the Magnetic Telegraph Com-
pany, with wires from New York (o New Orieans.  Per-
mkneut bushess conpections Lave been made bBetween
the newly consolidated companies, sl cach one of (he
aeveral Weatorn, Houthern, Californin and Canadian Vnes,
80 that, for all practieal or buainess purposes the whole
telegraph iulerest of (he country (5 permanently united.
The movement |s one of vast importance to the public
s well as o the slockholders of the 05 oot
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Cricket versus Bage Ball.

A UHALLENGE FROM THE ALL ELEVEN OF ENGLAND TO
PLAY A MATCH OF BASE BALL FOR §5,000,

A communication was recelved yeaterday by the Pre.

sideot of one of the Brookiyn Baze Ball Cluba from the

All England Elpven Crickstars, ngresing io play & malch

Philadelphia to the journals of this city, to the
effect that the President has notified Forney of
his intention to sue him for libel.

It is hardly necessary to eay that there is not
the glightest foundation for such o statement,
It emanated from Forney or some of his
friends, and had only for object the giv-
ing him and his paper some Iitfle neto-
riety. No sensible person, however, can be
gulled by such a transparent dodge. Setting
agide the great improbability of a President of
the United States going into a court of justice
to wrangle with a petty newspaper paragraph-
ist like Forney, on acoount of some offensive re-
marlk, we know personally that Forney is the
Iast man whom Mr. Buchanan would stoop to
notice in euch a way, The feeling predomi-
nnnt in Mr, Buchanan's mind in regard to For-
ney Is one of pily. Forney had been a protege
of the President’s, had been helped along and
get up in the world by him, and had always
manifested that degree of gratitude towards
his benefactor that was to be expected under
such circumstances. But when, a few years
ago, he was so led away by his Inordinate
vonity and seif-concelt as to imagine that he
ghould get o seat in the United Statea Senate,
or, failing In that, a seat in the Cabinet,
and when, disappointed in his ambitious views,
heturned and bit the hand that had caressed him,
Mr, Buchanan looked upon him in the light of 4
n monomaniac, and entertalned no sentiment
for him but one of pity. Forney continued to
vent his spleen against the President, and the
President continued to commiserate Forney.
We are sure that the ridiculous insinuation in
regard to responsibility for Senator Broderick's
death did not change in the slightest degree
this feeling, and we are convinced that the
President still pities his former protege.

Inordinate vanity was the rock om which
poor Forney’s bark foundered. Because he
was told by a litile clique of admiring office-
sockers that his clap-irap balderdash political
articles were fine writing, and because
he had got the fal berths of Clerk of the
House of Representatives and chief butler in
Piorce's kitchen cabinet, he imagined that he
woe really o man of mark and ability. He
now realizes, perhaps, how egregiously ke was
gelf-deceived; but still, as the drowning
man will grasp at o straw, so does he now
fabricate this invention about a Presidential
libel suit, in the delusive hope that he will be
thus able to Leep his head o little longer
above water. It will not do. Douglas and
that set do not want him; the opposition party
would not have him at any price; and he can-
not expeot that the President will again re-
store him to favor. The only thing he can do
now, in the little time left him, is to compose
his epitaph and retire quietly into that cb-
seurity for which he was destined by oature

Tvronrarion oF Ixprcnr ProrvaEs—An In-
TELIAGENT VErpier—A suit was decided in the
United Btates District Court on Wednesday for
the condemnation of a case of French stereco-
scopie pietures, alleged to be of au indecent
character, in which the jury declared the goods

1 confiseated, but recommended that the owner

should be remunerated for their cost. The
plietures, it appears, were seized in the Custom
Houee, under an act passed by the last Con-
gress prohibiting the importation of such arti-
les; but by whot spocies of logic the jury
wived nt the conelusion that the pictures
houn'd be forfelted to the government, and the
mporter at the same (ime be poid their full
whoe, it is hiard to discover. Tt is true that il

waua preved in dofence that the majority of then

cenl Ambrotypes,

al base ball for the sum of §5,000, after they bavoe oom-
pleted their erioket matches,

It I3 not known what action will be taken on the matter,
but a meeting of the Presidents of the various Brookiyn Base
Ball Clubs will be held on Tussday evening next, when the
proposition will be considered. Iiis o be hoped that the
challenge will be sccepted. 86,000 can be readily raised,
ard double that aum will be taken for sdmission to wil
ne=y the game.

The Tarf,
DNION COURSE, L.

Fumav, Oot. 14-—-Matoh $500, mile heats, bﬂ!t threo in

five, to wagons.
Ownern-odb.g,l‘arnudowpod.............
Lady Buffolkc

Owner named g. m. Lo et e
T{-HM.
Lady Bufiolk was the favorite pravious to tho start a

100 to 40, with very fuw (akers; but no sconer was the
word given, than the bay dashed sway from the mare:
showing such & superiority of apecd that the botting
chaoged (natantly in favor of the gelding, and any amount
of odds were offered on him. Fernando loft the mare 50
far behind that the distance fag fell in her (sce, and the
raca was over in 344,

On Munday next a great trolting race will come off be-
tween the colebrated stallion Geo, M. Patchen and Brown
Dick, mile heats, best three in five, in bharness, for $600
aside, and from what we can hear of the speed of both,
it will be a difficult matter, befora the race, 1o guesa the
winner, although the friends of the horses ara laying out
large amouuts At even on thelr reapective favorites.
Time belting runs as low as 2:26 in some Inztances; and
should the day prove faverable there i no reason to
doubl that these low figures will bLe reached. Bolh
horecs are doing well, sod are (o the finest poasible con-
dition for the race.

The Ald to the Quaker City.
TO THE EDITOR OF THE HERALD,

Sering in this morning'a edition a communication from
Capt. Bhufeldt, of the steamship Quaker City, in which he
thanks the captain of the scl r Eingfisher for his valu-

able sid, I deem it proper the name of Captain
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