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New York, MondRy, December 30, 1830.

MAILS FOB OTSOFK.

true Xew York Heraid.Kdltlon for
£arop«.

Tb# Cunard mail steamship America, Cuptaia Miliar,
will loave Boston on Wednoeday for Liverpool.
The mails Tor Europe will eloso In this city to-morrow

afternoon, at half past ono o'clock, to go by railroad, and
at three o'clock to go by steamboat
The BuxorcAK Editio* or tot BBi» will be published

M tea e'elook la the marning. Single ooplea In wrap-
pera, Me oents.
BubecrlptioRS and adrertisementa for any edition of the

Maw You Bbaid will be received at the following plaeea
la Europe:.
LwM.. ..Sampeon Low, Bm * Co., «T Lodgate BUI.

taniing, Starr k Oo , 74 King William street
fAaa Lansing, Baldwin k Co., 8 frtaoe de 1a Bourae.
jn.iOM .tualng, Starr ft Co. , No. « Chapel street

It Stuart, 10 Exchange Street, Ea.it
Itm Lansing, Baldwin k Co., Zl Bua Cornell!*.
Bakmim. .De Cbapeauronge k Co.
The enatents of the Ecborax tornoji or thb Bnuu

.IB aoaablne the news received by mail and telegraph at
the aSo* danag the previoca week and np to the hour of
Kb* pubUoatioa.

No. 338

Tike Kevra.
Our (>pccial Washington despatch this morning

gives us the particulars of a secret caucus of the
leading black republicans at the Astor House in this
city last week in advance of the meeting of the
Bepublican National Committee. Wc arc informed
that at the caucus some forty or fifty prominent
republican leaders were present, aad after discus¬
sion, it was almost unanimously agreed that the
ttees called for more liberality and conservatism;
Hi( tho "irrepressible conflict" aaJ Seward must
I* ignored for the present, and all the elements of
opposition united on some such man as Bates of
Missouri. The formation of a Cabinet, in case of
success, was also discussed, and the names of those
likely to form it are given in the despatch.
We publish some additional information from

Central America, contained in letters of our cor¬
respondents in Guatemala and Nicaragua, this
morning. A copy of the statement of Hon. Mr.
Clarke, United States Minister, which preceded his
protests.given in the Hsba.u> yesterday mom*
Ing.to the Guatemalan Minister of Foreign Affairs
on the acquisition and control of new territory by
Great Britain, in violation of the Clayton-Bulwer
treaty, will be found elsewhere. It is an important
paper. A good deal of agitation prevailed in San
Salvador in consequence of the Presidential elec¬
tion canvass. It was thought that a considerable
excitement would be produced in Costa Rica by
Mora's advent from New York. Nicaragua was
making seme legislative efforts at municipal and
educational progress, as also better rules for the
qualification of professional men.
A letter from the United States ship Roanoke ,

dated on the 12th instant, states that of the crew
each day every division exercises, either at great
pins, muskets, carbines, artillery, or in boats-
There were only about a docen of men on the sick
list out of seven hundred.
A report of the late run of the United States

Steamer Lancaster from Valparaiso to Panama will
J>e found is- this paper. She had « ship boy drowned
overboard. Flag Officer Montgomery had trans¬
ferred his flag to the Lancaster from the Levant

A court martial was to assemble on the Lancaster
for trial of cases of mutinous conduct and serious
Stabbing.

, |An account of the enthusiastic reception of a
X portion of the seceding medical students at Rich¬

mond, Va., with a report of the speech of Gover-
m\ nor Wise on the occasion, fa given in the letter
1 from onr Richmond correspondent in this morn-

.« J Ing'a issue.
¦f ft The steamship l'rince Albert, from Galway on the

Q 10th of December, via Newfoundland, arrived in
} this port yesterday morning. She has landed an Irish
; cargo valued at $100,000 and brought out two hun-

A X fired and forty-seven passengers.a large amount
-*7 for this season of the year. Her news "has been

" anticipated by the Asia. The debt of Piedmont,\ which was £4,000,000 (120,000,000,) in 1818 , had in¬
creased np to the present time to £31,000,000
C$155,000,000.) and the stipulations of Villafrauca
bave caused a further increase of about £12,000,000.
The total debt is now upwards of £48,000,000 (9240,-
000,000,) but of this sum about £4,000,000 has been
Contracted for the construction of State railways
|ind other improvement*.
The Galway Express of the 10th of December, re¬

marks of the Prince Albert:.For raony months
past the Prince Albert has been in Liverpool, where
she has been completely altered. She is now
e new hhip. It has boon said by somr of the most
experienced shipowners of the day that her fit¬
tings are even superior to those Of the Great. East-
era. If she does not excel those of the (Heat East¬
ern in splendor, we doubt not that they arc supe¬rior as far as their durability is concerned. Wo
find that not only has the passenger accommoda¬
tion of the ship been augmented, but her powerbU been considerably increased. With such a ves-
eel as the Prince Albert the company can competefrith any other ship afloat, either as regards swift¬
ness or splendid accommodation.

A description of the Christmas services yester-
day at a number of oar leading city churches, and

e synopsis of the sermons of the pastors, will be
found In onr columns to-day.
The week before Christmas, hoire*>r favorable

to shopkeepers in the pleasing augmentation of
their receipts, has been docidedly otherwise to the

city treaimry. H»e receipts at the Tax Commis¬
sioner'* office last week were only $10,135 ?T,
(¦prams* #2.»0.13T C9 the previous week. Upon the
tux levy, *!>.KG0,m OP, there still remain unpaid
$1,060,000, which the law requires should l>e paid
before the let of Januvy. Those who full to pay
ttioir tax asseHmjent by the 1st of .lanuary v. ill be

cluirgcd twelve pet ccnt interest from the tine
tbeir taxes fall due.
We lay before our readers this morukipc all the

jflklaviw, letters, Ac., which were read in the Uni¬
ted Statea Circuit Court, on Saturday last, in the

cane of Dicn Bourcicault against the public ndnio-
trator and the lessee i,of the Winter Garden
theatre for an iojuuetion to restrnm them front the
further performance of the "Octoroou." a play
of which he claima to be the author and proprietor.
The evidence is of ft very conflicting nature
and gives an interesting view of this theatrical
squabble.
The purser of the steamship Ariel informs us

that the passengers by the steamship Northern
Light, from this port 5th inst., went through to San
Francisco on tho steamer Cortes. The steamship
North Star, from this port for Aspinwall, was sig¬
nalled December 22, at four o'clock P. M.,in lat 30
N., Ion 73 40 W., steering south.
The schooner Col. Satterly, Capt. Hall, from

Charleston for this port, went ashore on Barnegat
Shoals on Saturday morning, about four o clock.
The Col. 8. was laden with cotton and rice, and
consigned to McCrcndy, Mott A Co.

A fire occurred yesterday morning at a stable In
the rear of No. H2» West Thirty-sixth street, by
which two valuable horses belonging to Mr. James
Millward were burned to death.
The pales of cotton on Saturday embraced (,000 bales, in¬

cluding 3,900 la transit. The market closed steady on the
bails of 11c. per lb. for middling uplands. Flour was

held with more firmness, and for common grades of
State and Western an adrance of 5c. a 10c. was demanded
and the market closed with Increased buoyancy. Southern
flour was unchanged, while sales were fair. Wheat was

quite firm, and the views of holders beiug above that oi
buyers, the sales were moderate. Corn quiet, and prices
irregular, new yellow Ji-rsey and Southern raug-d from
84c. to 88c. for the former, and 86c a 86c for the latter;
old was scarce and nominal. Pork was Arm, with
pales of mess at $16 12>£ a $16 20, and of prime at

$11 62 a $11 75. tsigars were firm but quiet sales w ere

confined to 250 hhd?. refining goods at 7>4o. Codec was

quiet and sales limited: 400 bags Maraeaibo were sold at
12c. and a small lot Jamaica at the &aine figure. Freights
were firm, with a few engagements for liverpoo! and
London.

The Vital Question of the Day.Great
Union Speech of Got. Wise.

From our special reporter at Richmond we

have received the graphic report, which we
publish this morning, of the great Union speech
of Governor Wise in said city, to the two hun¬
dred Southern medical students who lately eva¬
cuated Philadelphia and returned to the south
side of Mason & Dixon's line, on account of
the menacing aspects of the present slavery
agitation. The speech in question is the most
remarkable of any speech of any Southern man
evoked by this terrible sectional disturbance.
We all remember that Governor Wise, in

1856, threatened, in the event of Fremont's
election, to march a Southern army upon
Washington to seize the treasure and archives
of the federal government, and to march off
with them, and set np an independent Southern
confederacy. But now mark the revolution
which these stirring times upon (his very ques¬
tion of disunion have brought upon the reflec¬
tive mind of Governor Wise. Now he declares

i that instead of fighting to get out of the Union,
he is prepared to fight to maintain the Union;
that if any are to be driven out, it shall be

1 those who soelt to drive him out; that he
agrees with General Jackson, that "the Union
shall be preserved," and by force of arms if
necessary. This Is good. It ban the ring of
the genuine silver. The great mass of the
people, North "and South, will cordially re-

spond to such sentiments.
Tha prominent idea of Union thus suggested

by Governor Wise deserves to be written in
letters of gold. It is thus, that instead of
permitting our revolutionary Northern aboli¬
tionists and our reckless Southern secessionists

| to drive the South out of the Union, these two
classes of sectional disturbers of the public
peace should themselves be driven out or put
down. Why should they remain in the Union
if they can no longer endure it? Let the aboli¬
tionists and their republican instructoM in the
tricks of abolition treason clear out to Canada
and take up their quarters among the fugitive
slave colonies of that region, where they will
be in their most congenial society. On the
other hand, let our Southern salamanders, who
will not be satisfied with anything but fire and
sword, "bombs, guns, drums and batteries,-'
pack off to Mexico, where they will find plenty
of that Bort of employment, Thus the peace of
the Union will be restored, as the peace of a

great public meeting is often secured by the
removal of a few belligerent rowdies. One
thing is certain: these sectional agitators of
disunion, North and South, must be silenced or

put out, or they will hurry the country head¬
long into all the horrors of dissolution, anar¬

chy and civil war. Every government broken
to pieces by intestine disorders has been ruined
through the intrigues and conspiracies of a few
ambitious and reckless disorganizes.
But there is another very suggestive view

of the subject taken by Governor Wise,
and one which, for some time past, our
statesmen and public journalists have some¬
what overlooked. We refer to the malign in¬
fluence of Old England in behalf of the dis¬
ruption of this great confederacy. Upon this
point, Gov. Wise, we think, very truly says that
" the real root of the disease is the foreign in¬
fluence of Great Britain that our external
commerce, our exports and imports, and the
constant intercourse between New England and
Old England, beget a sympathy between them,
prejudicial to that state of harmony and good
will which should be the paramount law between
the North and the South. Upon this question
there can be no dispute. It is the interest, and it
is therefore the policy, of England to encourage
the dissolution of this powerful confederacy
Her naval andcommercial supremacy, and even
her manufactures, must in the course of events,
and at no distant day, be overshadowed, and
to a great extent absorbed, by these progressive
United States, if they keep together. Break
them up, and we reduce thpm to the chronic
revolutionary disorders of Mexico and the
States of South America, and England will be
the gainer in commerce and manufactures, in
proportion to our losses and our necessiUt*.
We thus recognise the force of this opinion

of Gov. Wise, that the real root of this disease
of Northern abolitionism is the foreign influ¬
ence of Great Britain. In this connection, his
av.ueions to Canada as the house of refuge for
such abolition conspiracies as that of John
Brown, for the overthrow of our Southern in¬
stitutions and Southern society, and the
Union itself, afford a hint which the
government at Washington might pro¬
fitably take into consideration. The

p<Mfttw*n which Bngland holds towards us

OB the question, la Canada, is not con-

sietcnt witb pfcwce or good will, or good faith
to our country. It ia the position of a fellow
conspirator with our abolition traitors and in-
ceodiaries, and the sooner we bring her to a

definite understanding upon this subject the

I better. Gov. Wise calls upon the President
| "to notify the British government that (Cana¬

da) their asylum of fugitives front labor and
justice tball not be allowed to foster dissension
and difruuion in the United States," and we

think that the ventilation of thla idea in Con¬
gress would really develope the main root of
all this existing mischief.

Ia fact, if our Presidential candidates of the
Senate (of whom there are at least & half dozen)
would not huve the wind taken out of their
sails by Gov. Wise as a popular rival, they will
profit from his answer, when asked, would he, if
elected President, make this aforesaid requisi¬
tion upon England. His answer was."Try
me. If you want to find out, all you have to
do is to put me theret" His allusion to a Vir¬
ginia regimen assing three times by the
White House, wuu. at inducing the President
to poke his head out of the window, was in bad
taste, and betrayed, we fear, a little sourness
of temper still existing, which the Governor
should have kept to himself. But, upon the
main points indicated, and upon manjr other
points, we recommend this remarkable speech
of Gov. Wise to all our readers, and especially
to the Presidential candidates and President
makers in Congress of the democratic party.
They have been skimming the surface of the
political evils of the day. Gov. Wise probes
to the bottom; and first and last, peace or war,
he will not be driven out of the Union. He
would silence or drive out the disunion agita¬
tors, and he would bring old England to a set¬
tlement. These points cover the whole ground.
The N«mi from Central America.The
Protest against English Usurpation*.
The last mail from Central America brings

us the protest of Mr. Beverly Clark, the
American Minister in Guatemala, against the
treaty between Great Britain and that republic,
signed on the 30th April last, and recently rati¬
fied by the contracting parties, and proclaimed
in full force and effect. It will be remembered
tbat this treaty cedes Belize, and a large tract of
adjacent territory, in sovereignty to the British
crown. "When the news of its negotiation first
reached this country, we took occasion to cen¬
sure Mr. Clark for permitting it to be consum¬

mated without demanding a consideration of
American rights in the matter, formally acquired
under the Clayton-Bulwer convention; brit it
now appears that the negotiations were con¬

ducted in a clandestine manner, and with a
studied concealment of the purposes had in
view, in flagrant disregard of international
Comity, and with an evident conscious¬
ness of the utter inconsistency of the provi¬
sions of the treaty with those of the convention
between the United States and Great Britain.
Mr. Clark has very justly made this exparte
and secret arrangement a ground of complaint
and protest; but the manner of the act, however
unworthy and contemptible, is, after all, subor¬
dinate to the serious disregard of good
faith and pre-existing treaty obligations which
it involves. We doubt if, in the whole history
of the tortuous ana Btnltirylng policy or Great
Britain, there can be found a parallel to the
duplicity and meanness of the present trun^'
action.
Look at the facts.
In 1850 Great Britain and the United States

entered into a mutual obligation not "to oc¬

cupy, fortify, colonize or assume or exercise
dominion over any part of Central America."
It is not now a question whether that was a

wise or prudent agreement. So far as the
United States is concerned, we regarded it
then, as we do now, as partial in its effects,
and In every sense unwise and impolitic. But
we have felt bound to recognise its obligations,
and have faithfully complied with its provi¬
sions. What, on the other band, has been the
conduct of Great Britain? Ikt the fact of her
seizure and colonization of the Bay Islands in
1851, and her late clandestine treaty with Gua¬
temala, answer. The convention of 1850 for¬
bids "colonization'' in Central America by
either party. Yet she has since organized, and
still maintains, a colony on undisputed Central
American soiL It forbids the acquisition of
territory and the exercise of dominion over

any part of Central America; yet she se¬

cretly bargains for a large tract of Cen¬
tral American territory, and unblushingly
proclaims her acqmisition. We do not now
allude to her persistent hold on the Mosquito
shore, since the clause of the convention re¬

lating to it is somewhat ambiguous. Inter¬
preted by the spirit which pervades the con¬
vention, however, it would imply an imme¬
diate abandonment of her pretensions here.
But we have yet to learn of the first bono fid?
movement on her part to that end.

It now beoomes a serious question as to
what course the United States should adopt to
vindicate her dignity in this matter, and relieve
herself from the one-sided obligations of the
Clayton-Bulwer convention. It is all very
well for petty nations to complain and protest;
but the United States ought to hold the tone of
a peer in her dealings with the most powerful
nations of the globe. But two lines of con¬
duct are open to her: first, to demand from
Great Britain a literal compliance with her
treaty obligations, and support the demand by
an appeal to arms if necessary; or, second, to
at once formally abrogate the convention by
which the second party to its provisions re¬
fuses to be bound. The latter is clearly the
easiest and most rational course; for it may
we* be doubted if the people «f this country
would go to war for the purpose of keeping
alive andbinding a conventionwhich they never
approved, and which improperly and unnecessa¬
rily limits their legitimate expansion and in¬
fluence. Perhaps, after all, we ought to thank
Great Britain for having, by her own acts, re¬
lieved ns from every obligation to respect or
abide by the convention; and it may perhaps
be claimed, with reason, that, like the European
treaties of 1815, It is practically exploded, dead
and inoperative. Great Britain, it is possible,
may not object to this view, now that she has
obtained and consolidated all that she can ever
hope for in the way of territorial acquisition
and political influence in Central America.
But she should not be allowed to escape thus

from the consequences of her duplicity. The
government of the United States owes it to its
dignity to proclaim to the civilized world the
treachery of which it has been made the sub¬
ject, and to characterise, in the most formal and
impvewre manner, the bad fnitli and disregard

of treaty obligation! of whichGreat Britain ha*
been guilty In this whole Central American
transaction. An attempt has been several times
made in the Senate to carry through a resolu¬
tion to thta effect We hope it will be renewed;
and we feel sure, if there remains any feel
ing of self respect or national honor among the
representatives of the people, that this time the
attempt will not fall. We hope there will be
no delay In the passage of a resolution abro¬
gating the fatal convention of 1850, with a pre¬
amble setting forth in clear and direct terms
the grounds on which the proceeding is found¬
ed, and in which the circumstances attending
the late negotiations in Guatemala will be pro¬
perly characterized.
Thk Gold and Silver Crop.Gold Receipts

for 1859..We have now received the last ship¬
ment ofgold from California which we shall get
for the year 1859, and the record of our gold re¬
ceipts fur this year is most cheering and satisfac¬
tory. Itshows a considerable increase over that
of the two previous years.an increase of near¬
ly four millions over the shipments of 1856,
and six millions over those of 1857. The fol¬
lowing table will show the receipts by the dif¬
ferent steamers for the present year:.

rABaAou or California steamers in 1859.
AMOFKT or TX&UCU.

Name of Steamm.

Moots Taylor
Illinois
Moms Taylor
Illinois
Star of the West
Granada
Star or the West
St Louis
Stu1 of the West
Moses Tfcylor
Star of the West
Motes Taylor
Star of the West
Mopes Taylor
Star of the West. ....

Moses Taylor
Star of tbo West
Moses Taylor
North Star
Star of the West
lialtic
Atlantic
Baltic
Atlantic
Baltic

Day of
Arritxii

Jan.
Jan.
Feb.
.Feb.
War.
Mar.
April
April
May
May
Juno
June
July-
July
Aug.
Aug.
Sept.
Sept.
<)Ct.
Oct.
Oct.
Nov.
Nov.
Dec.
Pec

Deo.
Jan.
Jan
Feb.
Feb.
Mar.
Mar.
April
April
May
May
June
June
July
July
Aug.
Aug
Sept.
Sept.
Sept.
Oct
Oct.
Nov.
Nov.
Oec.

Dayt.
Am. ofSpirit.

$1,878,300
1,810,713
1,304,366
1,287,967
098,177

1,032.314
1 ,404,029
1,723,352
1,480,116
1,938,899
1,513,975
9,041 ,237
1,738,*05
2,135 375
1 ,880,277
2,128.333
2,022.158
2,042,303
500,000

1,883.870
1,871,554
1,688 107
1,721,842
1 ,885 429
1 .408,234

Total ; $3,9076,760
Total for 1858 $36,179,344
Total Tor 1867 34,222,904
The latest mining news from California is high¬

ly favorable, and promises well for the gold crop
and recently discovered silver crop of 1800.
So also the gold news from Oregon represents
everything in that quarter in a flourishing con¬
dition. From Arizona the intelligence about
the rich silver mines of that Territory is quite
satisfactory, and it is probable that with the
facilities for transit which the new Mexican
treaty will afford, we shall soon have the
silver of Arizona pouring in as abundantly as

gold from California.
But while the crops of these precious metals

are thriving in this quarter of the world, it
appears that the gold products of Australia
are decreasing. For the first three quarters of
every year Bince 1856, the yield has fallen off at
the rate of a hundred thousand ounces for each
year, a deficiency which has not been made up
in the remaining portion of these years. Not¬
withstanding this fact, the number of miners in
Australia has been increasing, but no fresh
fields have been discovered for some time past.
Thus, wbile the auriferous deposits in Aus¬
tralia are becoming leBs abundant, those of
California are becoming more so every year.
The Great EasternPronounced a Failure..

After much delay, doubt aud mystery concern¬
ing the prospects of the monster steamship
Great Eastern, the question seems to be now
definitely settled by the report of the surveyors
appointed to inspect her. The splendid
hopes and promises with which her completion
was hailed are, it appears, not to be realized.
The Great Eastern, after all, as she now floats,
Is a failure. She is pronounced imperfect and
insecure, not available for an Atlantic voyage,
not up to the mark of an ordinary first class
passenger steamship, and not constructed ac¬
cording to contract. In Bhort, she is unfinished,
and cannot be put in safe condition without
great additional expense and considerable
time.
The principal points In which the surveyors

pronounce her defective will strike any one as

being very material ones. They say:.
With reference to the Intimation that Mr. Russell al¬

leles that his contract is completed, we mark that the hull
of the ship, to which our survey has been specially direct¬
ed (exclusive of the engines) tg not completed either aa
to the "general scopc" or the "details of the contract," aa

a first class passenger ship, such as those of Cunard's tine
or the Royal West India Hail Company, and that, in her
present state, it would be imprudent to send her to sea
oa a lengthened voyage.
And again, the decks are of very inferior quality, and

some of the planks are shaky and defective, not well
fastened nor of sufficient thickness for a ship of her mag¬
nitude. .

Additional strength is required in the large cargo com¬
partment? forward and aft.
The arrangements for taking the water from the seve¬

ral compartments, and the spaces between the two skins,require to l»e so completed that any one compartment canbe cleared exclusive of others, by the engines or by b*ndif necessary, and ail the valves and cocks to be so placedand fitted as to be opened and shut from the decks. The
joiners' work, materials, furniture and fittings are gene¬rally of an inferior description and very slight: not at allof a first class character. The chain lockers require ad¬
ditional security. The steering gear is insufficient, and
no spare tiller (of wood). Small rudder pendants mustbe fitted. There is no steam power for steering, as re
quired in the contract, nor cargo winches at hatchways.There is no steam power for coaling purposes. The screwshaft Is quite expoeed, and, when the hold is filled with
cargo or stores, will be quite inaccessible. A substantial
protection should bo made, so as to prevent danger when
In motion. The five funnels require particular attention
to have a sufficient " clearance" at the decks and wood¬
work, to obviate the danger from fire to which they are
liable. The waste steam and otlier pipes are not secured
so as to be safe at sea. The funnels are only stayed to
the combings, and are insecure and dangerous. There
are no arrangements for sufficient ventilation and warm¬
ing throughout the ship.
Such is the condition in which the surveyors

have reported the Great Eastern ; so that it
would seem that the temporary disarrange¬
ment she experienced from the accident on her
trial trip is not the sole cause of her being de¬
layed so long in port If this report be accu¬
rate and unbiassed, the monster ship may be
safely set down as a failure, and wc will have
to look to some of our American ship yards to
bring the grand idea of monster naval architec¬
ture to a successful embodiment.
The Slavkrt Question in thk Territorial

Legibiatures..It appears that the question of
slavery has recently been made the subject of
legislation, somewhat prematurely, in two ofour
Territorial Legislatures. A law prohibiting
slavery in the Territory was passed In the
lower branch of the Nebraska Legislature the
other day. This is an assumption of squatter
sovereignty which the Legislature had no right
to make until the Territoryhad adopted a consti¬
tution and applied for admission into the Union
as a State. On the other hand, the Legislature of
New Mexico, adopting the Southern idea, has
passed a law for the protection of slavery within
that Territory. a course of action which is, of
course, equally illegal. Neither of these Legis¬
latures are justified in passing any law govern¬
ing Rlavery while the Territories remain with¬
out a constitution, and such laws will have to
be declared null and void by the government, If
they should ever come to be enforoed.

£rttt|nou JSlUOMs or HctPut's Sogfe^.-
bfot (»'y does this 'uoondiary work abound
with intuitive* w treason, massaore and
bloody revolution, blU its statistics are falla¬
cious, and evidently prepared for the purpose
of deceiving the ignorant and fanatical portion
of the community. The attentive and intelli¬
gent reader who will take the trouble of ex¬
amining them closely will easily detect their
fallacy. By way of showing the superior pro¬
ductiveness of the free States over the slave, be
compares the value of their respective cereals,
and gives, at page 22 of the Compendium, the
following results:.

Onuuia.
Free States $861,700,703
Slave States 806,087 ,067

In favor of the f»ee States $44,782,030
At page 37 the value of the other agcicultu-

ral products of the North and South are com¬

pared as follows:.
Oram AOBicci.TtNUL Pkoducts.

Free States $214,422,623
Slave States 166,223,416

In favor of the free State*.... $69,190,108
The aggregate difference between all the

agricultural products of the South and North
thus appears to be:.

Total Paoorcn.
Free States $808,182,228
Slave States 402,180,482

In favor of the free States $103,981,744
Now the fallacy of this deduction will be

made clear by turning to a table at page 71 of
the Compendium, . in which the population of
the free and slave States is compared:.
Northern population 13,434,922
Southern population 9,612,979

It will be thus seen that the Northern popu¬
lation is one and a half that of the Southern, and
yet it does not produce one-fifth more. Ac¬
cording to the foregoing figures the North
ought to yield, in order to make its productions
equal to the South, $645,684,722, as any school
boy can calculate by the rule of simple propor¬
tion, thus:.
Southern Northern

Population. Peculation. Anttue.r.
9,612,979 : 13,434,922 : $462,110,482 $645,881,7'J2
The true state of the case, therefore, is:.

What they ought to produce .8646,684,722
What the freo States do produoo. 666,132,226

Against the free States and in favor of the
slave $89,462,696

Again, if we take the proportion of popula¬
tion to the square mile, the figures will be still
more in favor of the South. According to one

of the tables quoted in Helper's Compendium,
(at page 71,) the population of the South is
only 11.29 to the square mile, whereas the po¬
pulation of the North is 21.91. By the rule of
proportion, the result on this basis ought to
be:.
Pop. Sq. M. Pep. Sq. M. Antwer.

11.29 : 21.91 : ; $462,1(0,482 : $898,469,182.
Now let us subtract what the North actually

produces from what it ought to produce, on
this basis, as follows:.
What it ought to produce $808,480,182
What It actually produces 666,182,226
Against the free States $382,336,950
It will be thus seen, according to Helper's own

figures, that there is a balance of 9332,336,950
against the free States and in favor of theslave,
instead of $103,981,744 to the credit of the
Northern States, as the dishonest writer pre¬
tends. If we add these two amounts together,
the result will show that he lies for abolition
to the trifling sum of $436,318,700./our hun¬
dred and thirty-six millions, three hundred and
eighteen thousand, seven hundred dollars.'
Such is a specimen of his statistics, on which

as little reliance is to be placed as on his other
facts and arguments against the South. The
book is a tissue of falsehoods worthy of the bad
cause for which it is written, and its endorse¬
ment is a disgrace to all who have given it the
sanction of their names.

The Contest for Speaker..Congress has
now been in session for three weeks, and the
House still remains without a Speaker, and un¬

organized, though the whole of that period
has been occupied in attempts to elect a pre¬
siding officer. The contest for Speaker has de¬
veloped three or four curious points. The re¬

publicans nominated an obnoxious man.one

who has endorsed the incendiary publication
of Helper.and they stand fast by him on

every vote. The democrats nominated their
man, and they stood to him steadfastly for a

time, until they thought that, by changing to
others, an organization might be more speedily
arrived at. The South Americans, a kind of
hybrid faction, have been playing an extraor¬
dinary game: by refusing to support a South¬
ern democrat they are virtually aiding the
election of tlie republican candidate, an indi¬
vidual who recommended the incendiary book
which is intended to excite the slaves and non-
slaveholding whites of the South to rise up and
cut the throats of the slaveholders, their own
included. Then the anti-Lecompton democrats,
who have no principles except antipathy to
the administration, and what John Ran¬
dolph entitled th« seven principles of five
loaves and two fishes.namely, the spoils.will
vote for no one who is friendly to James Bu¬
chanan. The whole secret of their action was
manifested in the proceedings of Thursday last,
when, in order to make it appear that they
were anxious to bring about an organization,
they scattered their votes so as to reduce Sher¬
man's vote from 108 to 95; but when Mr. Keitt
proposed a plan whereby some result might be
had, the anti-Lecompton men flew back to
Sherman almost in a flock, and raised his vote
on the next ballot to 108 again.
The republicans, meantime, remain unflinch¬

ingly by Sherman, the endorser of Helper's
book, and are determined to force him upon
the majority. And it is remarkable that
although the republican Senators and represen¬
tatives deny that they endorse the sentiments of
that abominable and treasonable work, not one
of them has really disavowed them. Mr. Sher¬
man himself,who says that he signed the recom-
¦.ndation of the book without knowing its
contents, has not disavowed or condemned its
Uaottbgs now that he does know its eontents.
though he has been repeatedly catechised upon
the subject.
Thus the contest for Speaker stands after

three weeks waste of precious time, and to¬
day the struggle begins again when to end
it is difficult to divine.

John Bull's Ai.akhs,.The lVmce de Join-
ville has been lately travelling about a good
deal in the South of England, and during his
peregrinations has had occasion to visit some
of the southern ports. This circumstance threw
the war alarmists into another panic, and was
made the subject of a bitter invectivn in a

f pecch of Mr. Roebuck, who cbarged him with
drawing up plans of the coast to subserve the
purposes of invasion. The Prince, in it letter
to the newspapers, pronounces the accusation *

| to be utterly without foundation, m every ra¬
tional person, taking into account hi* relation*
towards the imperial government, must hare
felt it to be. It will be recollected that onoe
before, during the reign of his father, th«
Prince, by a pamphlet on the French nary,
gave rise to the suspicion that ho entertained
similar projects. When under such a peaceful¬
ly disposed monarch as Louis Philippe these
chimericsWears of invasion seized upon the
English mind, its jealous watchfulness of the
proceedings of the present more enterprising
occupant of the French throne is not to bo
wondered at. The fact is that John Bull has
fallen into a chronic state of disquietude, ant
cannot exist without the occupation of these
periodical alarms. His nervousness in, however,
costing him dear, for in addition to the eighty
millions of dollars which were expended in
providing against the danger of a rupture of
the entente cordiale after the Orsini affair, we
see that it is contemplated to spend sixty mil¬
lions more in fortifying the southern coast.
The old gentleman, it is plain, is easily seared.
What has become of the pluok and faith in his
own invincibility that onco made him ready to
accept any odds in the shape of Frenchmen
that could be brought against him?
Pbrxakxnt Art Collections in Niw Tork..

It is a pity, now that so many admirable works
of art are finding their way to our city, that we
have neither public galleries nor funds which
would enable us to permanently appropriate
them. Had we the requisite means, we might
at the present moment make, from the works
within our reach, a selection which would form
the basis of an important art collection. In
sculpture there are, for example, of native
workB, " The White Captive'' of Pulmer, " The
Fisher Girl" of Barbee, and '. The Dead Pearl
Diver" of Acker. In painting, "The Heart
of the Andes," by Church ; " The Home of
Washington," by Mignot and Rossiter, and
scores of other admirable pictures by American
artists. In foreign works there are in the Gal¬
lery of the International Art Association some
of the finest specimens of the modern German
school of painting; whilst at Goupil's, Williams
and Stevens1, and other picture dealers, there
are to be found the remains of the English and
French collections recently exhibited here.
We are persuaded that for such a patriotic
object, and for a price proportioned to its pre¬
sent increased value, the Hon. Hamilton Fish
could be induced to relinquish his interest in
"The White Captive." "The Fisher Girl"
might, we believe, be bought from Mr. Derby,
for a similar purpose, at less than the estimate
that competent judges have placed upon it.
As to the punting of Mr. Churoh, the condi¬
tion under which it has been sold renders it
easy of acquirement. If some dozen or two
of our rich merchants wonld come forward
with ten thousand dollars each, they would
not only buy up all the American works of
merit in the market, but erect suitable
leries for their reception, and for (hat of all
other productions of a similar character.

IMPORTANT FROM WASHUGTOH. -

The President's Message.The San Jan
Affair.Secret Caucus of Black R<pak«
llean Leader*.Their Programme for
I860.Seward and the "Irrepressible
Confltat" tn be Thrown Overboard.
Bates, of Missouri, Suggested as Their
Candidate for President.Their Cabi¬
net in Case of Success.Affairs in Mex¬
ico, &c>, <Stf.

OUR SPECIAL DESPATCH.
Wasib.notok, Dec. 25, 1869.

THE PRJfiirUtXTS WWMOK.
It is understood that the President will communicate bis

meFsago to the Senate on Tuesday next.
THE CAS JVA.N AFFAIR.HITTER UtOM MR. DAMjU).

Tho Deportment of State has received a reply to Qea.
Cass' despatch to Mr. Dallas upon the San Juan affair.
The British Minister has also rocolved a despatch on tho
same subject. I am led to believe that the tenor of these
despatches indicate a peaceful solution of the apprehend¬
ed difficulty, and that Great Britain, while main¬
taining her right to the island under treaty, will
hardly adhore to the pretensions first assumed
by her. It is understood that General Scott's
instructions are satisfactory to her Majesty's govern¬
ment. The question naturally arises, how is this dispute
to be adjusted, both governments maintaining their un-
undoubted right to the island? It is reported that Eng¬
land is willing, in ease it owmot be arranged, to call in a
third rower.
An application has been received at the Department for

a post offico at San Juan Island. It is alleged that for the
importance of this place, and the accommodation of
American citizens, this request ought to be granted. Tho
Department have determined to take no action upon tho
matter at present, as It would involve an annual expense
of upwards of five thousand dollars.
SRTRJCT CA- Ct'f or LKADBtU BLACK RHPURUCAXS.SKWARI) AMD
THE "n JilHWfilBLK CONVI NT" TO Bit THROWN OVERBOARD.
RAW. MISSOURI, SPOKKN OF AS TUIIR CANDO)ATS.TIB
CABINKI CASK OF SUCCESS.
Some disclosures have just been communicator to a

leading republican in this city, which occurrcd in tho
secret caucui of tlie leading blaak republicans convened
last week at the Astor House, in advance of the
meeting of the Republican Committee. Some forty
or fifty leading chiefs were summoned privately,
including l.ovcrnor Banks, Governor Morgan, Messrs.
Ketsendvn, 'Wilson, Lincoln, Gtmeron, Dayton, and
Gov. Chase, to deliberate on the programme of 1800. There
was much discussion on the present aspect of affairs, and
great harmony of opinion that tho times called for more
liberality and conservatism; that the "irrepressible cou
Met'' must bo ignored for the present, and all the ele¬
ments of opposition gathered on some such names as
Bates, of Missouri, for President, and Morgan or
Banks for Vice President It was pledged that Pennsyl¬
vania and New Jersey could both bo relied on for Bates,
his views on the tariff being acceptable to these States. It
was pledged that thousands of old whigs now voting for
democrats in Illinois, Indiana ana Ohio, could be relied on
for Bates ; that electoral tickets coukl be run in all the
border slave States, with a fair prospoct or success.
Maryland, Delaware and Missouri wore set down
as certain. It was urged that Bates had never
been mixed up with the Know Nothings; that
he was opposed to the extension of slavery, but national*
in his views, aad to whose inauguration the South could
offer no resistance. The prospect of Southern submission
to Seward's election was thoroughly canvassed. Some
took tho ground that the South would resist ; but all
agreed better not risk it In the present inflamed state of
Southern feeling. Weed and Morgan were unwilling that
Seward should be thus cast aside, and uttered their
solemn protest against It. It «a.* at flu's sccrot meeting
that tho call aJoptod by the Republican Committoo woa

arranged so as to unite the opposition. They even
went so far ae to discus.; tho question ol a Cabinet
programme, being as follows
Banks, Socrotary of State.
Cameron, Socrctary of the Treasury.
Linoeln , Secretary of the Interior.
Pottlgrew, of South Garollua, Attornev ticsvral.
Bolts. Secretary of War.
Boll, Socrctary of tho Navy.
Baker, of California, Postmaster General.
It was agreed that Seward should go a? Miaieioe U

Englaud, and take his chances for 18ft4.
THE SPEAKERSHIP.

Yesterday, just before adjournment, Mr. Houllgny sent
a resolution to the Clerk's desk. It was during balloting,

and was declared out of order. He did not succeed ta

hnvlng it read, but a gentleman who Suw it Informs no that
It proposed, after the adjournment, that no republican
member be allowed to come Into tke House until alter i*
is organized liy tho cousor vuUt* element A prominent
democrat, thoroughly pottod declares thai It is the 'nton-
lien of tiic democracy to m s-t tin.' pi ;raHlv rule (&!'.<».


