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city trensnry. The receipta at the Tax Commls-
sioner's office last week were only $10,135 2T,
ageinat $230,137 69 the previous week. Upon tho
tux levy, $9.860,124 09, there still remain unpaid
$1 860,000, which the law requires shonld be paid
before the 1st of Janmary., Those who fall to pay
their tax sesesement by the 1st of January will be
charged twelve per ccnt interest from the time
their taxes fall due.

We lay before our readers this morning all the
sffndavita, letters, &c., which were read in the Ual-
tod Btates Circuit Court, on Batarday last, in the
case of Dion Bourcicoult against the publio ndmio-
tretor and the lessee [of the Wmter Garden
theatre for an injunction to restrain them from the
furtber performance of the “Octoroon,” & play
of which he glaima to be the author and proprietor.
The evidence is of a very coenflicting patare,
and gives an inforesting view of this theatrical
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AMUSEMENTS THIS EVENING.

—

AOABEMY OF NMUSIC, Fourternih strest. —ITarsix Orena
Euwant.

WIBLO'S GARDEN, Brosdway.—Vivawoisee—T i
QrLapiarons—RioDL.

BOWERY THEATRE, Bowery —Aflecnoon—8aNrs (o
— kot m;rillﬂ-lnumu; Tors—udoon NATURED (FENTLE
WAN, ng—8a Oravs =Y owree Taus—Eron Bor—
Love v Atk Comxes:—~ e HiNcen,

WINTEE GARDEN, Rroadway, opposite Bond street—
DororooN—ANernoon and eveoing.

—_—

WALLACKISE THEATRE, Broalway.—Evenvsonx's

HoCcEs AND Nosrs.

LAURA EKEENE'S THEATRE, G3{ Broadway.—Distamy
RuLiTions.

BO THEATRE, Bowery.—Afternoon—Mr
l".r.u" "Ailm—"":,l Turon-—MotaER (oose 4ND TAE
Qowons  Euo—3rirrme.  Evenlng—Lirrex Devii—Morase
AND THR GoLbEN Fec—Swiss Swass—Ousmos

FRENCH TUEATRE. 805 Rroadwar.—Cownis's Momoat
) Al

rersoae and

15 AMERICAN MUSETM. DBroadway.—Afer-
m?:f_fﬂ:: Eveniop—Jtons Joxus—ALsms,

RYANTS MINETRFLE, Mechanies' Wall, 472 Broadway—
.lf"‘!.ernmu and eveniog— JUHLESQUED, BoNus, Dawoes, de.—
Boexes AT Pualoss,

NIBELO'S BALOON, Broadwsy —Geo, Comstr's Mix.
Imr{u e Soncs, Darces, Ouniesques, —Afternonn
and Evealog—Buack Erarove.

WOOU'R MINBTREL/R. ¢4 Rrosdway.—Evniortax Soscs,
Dances, ko.—New Yxaw anes,

CHATHAM ANPHITHFATER —EqouestRuaw Penrons-
ANoga—Afierocon sod Evenlng—THowe axo ror Hosguess,

New York, Monday, December 26, 1859,

NWAILS FOE EUVROPE.

The New York Herald—EKditlom for
Earope.

The Cupard mall steamship America, Caplain Milar,
will leave Boston on Wednesdny (or Liverpool.

The mails for Europe will eloso in this clty to-morrow
sfternocn, at half-past one o'clock, to go by railroad, and
&t thres o'clock to gn by steamboat.

The Erzorwin Enmox or yas Hxmutp will be published
ot tom o'olock in the morning. Bingie copies In wrap-
pore, nix cents.

Bubscriptions and advertisements for any sditlon of the
Mrw Yoax Hzmard wiil be received at the following places

n Europe:—
R,

m....mm,ﬂ:&
ssem... ... Lanting, Buidwin & Co,, 8 de Ia Bourse.
i_-..lm,mtm,mo wireet.

The contents of the Kcmorzay Eprmow or ran Henite
will eembloe the news received by mail and telograph at
the offos dering the previons week snd up to the boar of
e publiost

The News.

Our special Washington despatch this morning
gives us the particulars of & sceret caucus of the
leading black republicans at the Astor House in this
city last week in advance of the meeting of the
Republican National Committee. We are informed
that at the cancus some forty or fify prominent
republican leaders were present, and after discns-
sion, it was almost unanimously agreed that the
thmes called for more liberality and conservatism;
tat the “irrepressible confiiet’ and Seward must
be ignored for the present, and all the elements of
ppposition united on some such man aa Bates of
Missouri. The formation of & Cabinet, in case of
puccess, was also discussed, und the names of those
likely to form it are given in the despatch.

We publish some additional information from
Central America, contained in letters of our cor-
respondents in Guatemals and Nicaragua, this
morning. A copy of the statement of Hon. Mr.
Clarke, United States Minister, which preceded his
protests—given in the Hamanp yesterday morn®
ing—to the Guatemalan Minlster of Foreign Affairs
on the acquisition and control of new territory by
Great Britain, in violation of the Clayton-Bulwer
treaty, will be found elsewhere. It is an important
paper. A good deal of agitation prevailedin San
Balvador in consequence of the Presidential elec-
Lion canvass. It was thought thata considerable
pxcitement would be produced in Costa Rica by
Mora's advent from New York. Nicaragua was
making seme legislative effor's st municipal and
eduocational progress, as also better rules for the
gualification of professional men.

A letter from the United States ship Roanoke,
dated on the 12th instant, states that of the crew
each day every division exercises, either at great
guns, muskets, carbines, artillery, or in boats-
There were only about & dogen of men on the sick
list out of seven hundred.

A report of the late ron of the United States
Eteamer Lancaster from Valparaiso to Panama will

be found ipthis paper. -She had s ship boy drowned .

overboard. Flag Officer Montgomery had trans
ferred his flag to the Lancaster from the Levant
A court martial was to assemble on the Lancaster
for trial of cases of mutinous conduct and serions
ptabbing.

MEAn account of the enthusiastic reception of a
portion of the seceding medical students at Rich-
mond, Va., with a report of the speech of Gover-
mor Wise on the occasion, is given in the letter
from our Richmond correspondent in this morn-

+ % Ing's lsaue.

The steamship Prince Albert, from Galway on the
30th of December, via Newfoundland, arrived in

'3 %his port yestorday morning. Bhe haslanded an Trish
! oargo valued at $100,000 and brought out two hun-

4 . & d@red snd forty-seven passengers—s large amount

! Yor thia season of the yesr. Her nows has been

7
*

nticipated by the Asis. The debt of Piedmont,
which was £4,000,000 ($20,000,000,) in 1845, had i
creased up to the present time to £31,000,000
{$155,000,000,) and the stipulations of Villafranca
have cansed a further increase of about £12,000,000,
The total debt is now upwards of £48,000,000 ($240,-
000,000,) bat of this sum about £4,000,000 has heen
©ontraoted for the construction of State railways
#nd other improvements.

The Galway Ezpress of the 10th of December, re-
mmarks of the Prince Albert:—For many months
Fast the Prince Albert han been in Tiverpool, where
ghe has been completely altered. She is now
£ new ship. It has been saiil by same of the moat
experieaced elfpowncrs of the day that Ler gt

are even superior to those Of the Great Rast
®m. If she does not excel those of the (meat Eaat-
#rn in splendor, we doubt not that they are supe-
gior as far as their durability is concerned. We
Bnd that not only has the passenger mccommoda-
Rion of the ship heen augmented, but her power
fhas been considerably inoreased. With such & ves-
el a8 the Prince Albert the company can compcte
with any other ship afioat, either as regards swift:
nens or splendid sccommodation.

A desoription of the Christman services yester-
fay st » namber of our leading city churches, and
& aynopels of the sermons of the pastors, will he
found in our columas to-day.

The week before Christmas, however favoraple
to shopkeepers in the pleasing sugmentation of
ghelr receipts, has been decidedly otherwise to \1e

l

The purser of the steamship Aviel informs us
that the passengers by the steamship Northern
Light, from this port 6th inat., went through to San
Franciseo on the stenmer Cortes. The steamship
North Star, from this pert for Aspinwall, waa sig-
nalled December 22, at four o'clock P. M., in Iat. 30
N., lon 73 40 W., steering south.

The schooner Col. Satterly, Capt. Hall, from
Charleston for this port, went ashore on Baraegat
Sheals on Saturday morning, sbout four o cleck.
The Col. 8. was laden with cotton and rice, and
consigned to McCready, Mott & Co.

A Bre occurred yesterdsy morning at a stable in
the rear of No.920 West Thirty-sixth street, by
which two valuable horses belonging to Mr. James
Millward were burned to death.

The sales of colton on Saturday embraced 6,000 balea, in-
cluding 3,200 In transit. Tho market closed steady on the
basis of 11o. per Wb, for middling uplands. Flour was
beld with more firmness, and for common grades of
State and Western an advance of 5o, n 10c. wis demunded,
and the market closed with Increased buoysney. Southern
flour was unchanged, while sales were falr. Wheat was
quite frm, and the views of Lolders being above that of
buyers, the sales were moderate. Corn quiel, aud pripey
irregular: new yellow Jersey and Southern rang:d from
84c. to 85e. for the former, and 86c. a 80c. for the [ater;
old was scarce and pominal. Pork wos firm, «ith
enlos of mess st $16 123 a $18 20, and of prime at
$11 624; n 311 75. Eogars were firm but quiet; sales were
confined to 250 hhds. refining goods ot Tio. Coflae was
quict and sales limited: 400 bags Muracaibo were sold at
12¢., and » Emall lot Jamaica al the same fguce. Freighis
were firm, with a few engagements for Liverpoo! and
Loudea,

The Vital Question of the Day—Great
Union Speech of Gov. Wise.

From our epecial reporter at Richmond we
have received the graphic report, whichwe
publish this morning, of the great Union speech
of Governor Wise in said city, to the two hun-
dred Southern medical students who lately eva-
cuated Philadelphia and returned to the south
side of Mason & Dixon’s line, on account of
the menacing aspects of the present slavery
agitation. The speech in question is the most
remarkable of any speech of any Southern man
evoked by this terrible sectional disturbance.

We all remember that Governor Wise, in
1856, threatened, in the event of Fremont's
election, to march a Southern army upon
Washingion to geize the treasure and archives.
of the federal government, and to march off
with them, and set up an independent Southern
confederacy. But now mark the revolution
which these stirring times upon this very ques-
tion of disunion have brought upon the reflec-
tive mind of Governor Wise. Now he declares
that instead of fighting to get out of the Union,
he is prepared to fight to maintain the Union;
that if any are to be driven out, it shall be
those who seek to drive him out; that he
agrees with General Jackson, that “the Union
shall be preserved,” and by force of arms if
necersary. This is good. It has the ring of
the genuine silver. The great mass of the
people, North "and South, will cordially re-
spond to such sentiments.

The prominent idea of Union thus suggested
by Governor Wise deserves to be written in
letters of gold. It is thus, that instead of
permitting our revolutionary Northern aboli-
tionists and our reckless Southern secessionists
to drive the Sounth out of the Union, these two
classes of sectional disturbers of the public
peace should themselves be driven out or put
down. Why should they remain in the Union
if they can no longer endure it? Let the aboli-
tionists and their republican instrunctors in the
tricks of abelition treason clear out to Canada
and take up their quarters among the fugitive
slave colonies of that region, where they will
be in their most congenial society. On the
other hand, let our Southern salamanders, who
will not be satisfied with anything but fire and
geword, “bombs, guns, drums and batteries,"
pack off to Mexico, where they will find plenty
of that sort of employment, Thus the peace of
the Union will be restored, asthe peace of a
great public meeting Ia often secured by the
removal of a few belligerent rowdies. One
thing is certain: these sectional agitators of
disunion, North and South, must be silenced or
put out, or they will hurry the country head-
long into alf the horrors of dissolution, anar-
chy and civil war. Every government broken
to pieces by intestine disorders has been ruined
through the intrigues and conspiracies of a few
ambitious and reckless disorganizers.

But there is another very suggestive view
of the subject taken by Governor Wise,
and one which, for some time past, our
statesmen and public journalists have some-
what overlooked. We refer to the malign in-
fluence of Old Eogland iu behalf of the dis-
ruption of this great confederacy. Upon this
point, Gov. Wise, we think, very truly says that
“ the real root of the disease is the foreign in-
fluence of Great Britain;” that our external
commerce, our exports and imports, and the
constant intercourse between New England and
014 England, beget a sympathy between them,
prejudicial to that state of harmony and good
will which should be the paramount law between
the North and the South. Upon this question
there can be no dispute. It is theinterest, and it
is therefore the policy, of England to encourage
the n of this powerful confederacy-
Her naval and commerclal supremacy, and even
her manufactures, must in the course of events,
and at no distant day, he overshadowed, and
to a great extent absorhad, by these progressive
United States, If thoy keep together. Break
them up, and we reduce them to the chronio
revolutionary disorders of Mexico and the
Eiates of South Americs, aud England will be
the gainer in commerce and manufactures, in
proportion to our losses and our necessitios,

We thus recognise the farce of this opinion
of Gov. Wise, that the real root of this disesse
of Northern abolitionism is the foreign influ-
ence of Great Britain. In this conmnection, his
allusions to Canada as the house of refuge for
such abolition comspiracles as that of John
Brown, for the overthrow of our Southern in-
stitutions and Southern wmociety, and the

Union itself, afford a hint which the
government at Washington might pro-
fitably take into  consideralion. The

poehire which Bogland holds towards us

on the slangTy question, in Canada, is not con-

sistent with pesce or good will, or good faith

to our couotry. It ia the position of a fellow

conspirator with our abolition traitors and in-

cendiaries, and the sooner we bring her toa

definite understanding upon this subject the

better. Gov. Wise calls upon the President
“to notify the British government that (Cana-

du) their asylum of fugitives from labor and

justice ¢hall not be allowed to foster dissension

and disunion in the United States," and we

think that the ventilation of this idea in Con-

gress would really develope the main root of
all this existing mischief.

In fact, if our Presidential candidates of the

Sepate (of whom there are at least a half dozen)

would pot bave the wind taken out of their

salle by Gov. Wise as a popular rival, they will

profit from his answer, when asked, would he, if
elected President, make this aforesaid requisi-

tion upon England. His answer was—‘Try

me. If you want to find out, all you have to

do is to put me theret" His allusion to & Vir-

ginia regimen -~ assing three times by the

White House, wiiuout inducing the President

to poke his head out of the window, was in bad

tuste, and betrayed, we fear, a little sourness

of temper still existing, which the Governor

should have kept to himself. But, upon the

main points indicated, and upon mang other

points, we recommend this remarkable ‘speeoh

of Gov. Wise to all our readers, and especially

to the Preeidential candidates and President

makers in Congress of the democratie party.

They have been skimming the surface of the
political evils of the day. Gov. Wise probes
to the bottom; and first and last, peace or war,
he will not be driven out of the Union. He
would silence or drive out the disunion agita-
tors, and e would bring old England to a set-
tlemend. Theze points cover the whole ground.

The News from Cemtral America—The
Protest against English Usurpations.
The lost mail from Central America brings

us the protest of Mr, Beverly Clark, the

American Minister in Guatemals, against the

treaty between Great Britain and that republic,

signed on the 30th April last, and recently rati-
fied by the contracting parties, and proclaimed
in full force ond effect. Itwill be remembered
that this treaty cedes Belize, and a large tract of
adjacent territory, in sovereignty to the British
crown. When the news of ils negotiation first
reached this conntry, we took occasion to cen-
sure Mr. Clark for permitting it to be consum-
mated without demanding a conezideration of

American rights in the matter, formally acquired

under the Clayton-Bulwer convention; bt it

now appears that the negotiations were con-

ducted in a clandestine manner, and with a

studied conceslment of the purposes had in/

view, in flagrant disregard of international
comity, and with an evident conscious-
ness of the utier inconsistency of the provi-
sions of the treaty with those of the convention
between the United States and Great Britain.
Mr. Clark hes very justly made this exparte
and secret arrangement a ground of complaint
and protest; but the manner of the act, however
unworthy and contemptible, is, after all, subor-
dinate to the serious disregard of good
faith and pre-existing treaty obligations which
it involves. We doubt if, in the whole Liztory
of the turtuous and staltifying pollcy of Groat

Britain, there can be found a parallel to the

duplicity and meanness of the present trans

action.

Look at the facta,

In 1850 Great Britain and the United States
entered into a mutual obligation not “to oc-
cupy, fortify, colonize or nssume or exercise
dominion over any part of Central America.”
It is not now a question whether that was a
wige or prudent agreement. So far as the
United States is concerned, we regarded it
then, as we do now, as partial in its effects,
and In every sense unwise and impolitic. But
we have felt bound to recegnise its obligations,
and have faithfully complied with its provi-
sions. What, on the other band, has been the
conduct of Great Britain? ¥t the fact of her
seizure and celonization of the Bay Islands in
1851, and her late clandestine treaty with Gua-
temals, answer. The convention of 1850 for-
bids “colonization’ in Central America by
either party. Yet she hassince organized, and
still maintains, a colony on undisputed Central
American soil. It forbids the acquisition of
territory and the exercise of dominion over
any part of Central America; yet she se-
cretly bargains for a large tract of Cen-
tral American territory, and unblushingly
proclaims her acquisition. We do not now
allude to her persistent hold on the Mosquito
shore, since the clause of the conmvention re-
lafing to it iseomewhat ambiguous. Inter-
preted by the spirit which pervades'the con-
vention, however, it would imply an imme-
diate abandonment of her pretensions here.
But we have yet to learn of the first bous fide
movement on her part to that end,

It now begomes o eerious question as to
what course the United States should adopt to
vindicate her dignity in this matter, and relieve
herself from the one-sided obligations of the
Clayton-Bulwer convention. It s all very
well for petty nations to complain and protest;
but the United States ought to hold the tone of
8 peer in her dealings with the moat powerful
nations of the globe. But two lines of con-
duect are open to her: firet, to demand from
Great Britain n literal compliance with her
treaty obligations, and support the demand by
an appeal #o arms if necessary; or, second, to
at once formally abrogate the convention by
which the second party to its provisions re-
fases to be bound. The latter is clearly the
easiest and most rational course; for it may
well be doubted if the people of this conntry
would go to war for the purpose of keeping
aliveandbinding a convention which they never
approved, and which improperly and unnecessa-
rily limits their legitimate expansion and in-
fluence. Perhaps, after all, we ought to thank
Great Britain for having, by her own acts, re-
lleved us ficom every obligation to respect or
obide by ihe conveatien; and it may perhaps
be claimed, with reagon, that, like the Enropean
treaties of 1815, it is practically exploded, dead
and inoperative. Great Britain, it is possible,
may not object fo this view; now that she has
obtained and consolidated all that she can ever
hope for in the way of territorial acquisition
and political influence in Central America.

But she should not be allowed to escape thus
from the consequences of her duplicity. The
government of the United States owes it to its
dignity to prociaim to the civilized world the
treachery of which it has been made the sub-
ject, and to characterise, in the most formal and

impressive manner. the bad faith and dlsregard

been guilty in this whole Central American
trapsaction. An attempt has been several times
made in the Senate to carry through a resolu-
tion to this effect. We hope it will be renewed;
and we feet sure, if there remains any feel
ing of self respect or national honor among the
representatives of the people, that this time the
attempt will not full. We hope there will be
no delay in the passage of a resolution abro-
guting the fatal convention of 1850, with a pre-
smble setting forth in clear and direct terms
the grounds on which the proceeding is found-
¢d, and In which the circumstances attending
the late negotistions in Guatemala will be pro-
perly characterized.

T Gory axp Siwver Cror—GoLy REcgmrrs
¥or 1859.—We have now recelved the last ship-
ment of gold from Californla which we shall get
for the year 1859, and the record of our gold re-
otipts for this year is most cheering and satisfac-
tory. 1tshowa a considerable increase over that
of the two previous years—an [ncrease of near-
ly four millions over the shipments of 1838,
and six millions over those of 1857. The fol-
lowing table will ahow the receipts by the dif-
ferent ateamers for the present year:—
PASSAGES OF CALIPORNIA STEAMERS [N 1859,
AMOUNT OF TREABURE,

Am, or
Name of Steamers. Specte,

! 5535555&5&55385225&!&8!35l;

Total, .

‘Total for IBBR...aueveiisnnnssvinivanansivne
Total for 18670 ve vavens oo 04,200,904

The latest mining news from California is high-
ly favorable,and promizes well for the gold crop
and recently discovered silver crop of 1860,
So also the gold news from Oregon represents
everything in that quarter ina flourishing con-
dition. From Arizona the intelligence about
the rich silver mines of that Territory is quite
satisfactory, and it is probable that with the
facilities for transit which the new Mexican
treaty will afford, we shall soon have the
silver of Arizona pouring in as abundantly as
gold from Californin.

But while the crope of these precious metals
are thriving in this quarter of the world, it
appears that the gold products of Ausiralia
are decreasing. For the first three quarters of
every yearsince 1856, the yield has follen off at
the rate of a hundred thousand ounces for each
year, o deficiency which has not been made up
in the remaining portion of these years. Not-
withstanding this fact, the number of miners in
Australia has been increasing, but no fresh
fields have been discovered for some time past.
Thus, while the auriferous deposils in Aus-
tralia are becoming less abundant, those of
Caulifornia are becoming more so every year.

TeE GrEAT EASTERN PRONOUNCED A FAILURE—
After much delay, doubt and mystery concern-
ing the prospects of the monster steamship
Great Eastern, the gquestion seems to be now
definitely settled by the report of the surveyors
appointed to inspect her. The splendid
hopes and promises with which her completion
was hafled are, it appears, not to be realized.
The Great Eastern, after all, as ahe now floats,
is a failure. Sheis pronounced imperfect and
insecure, not available for an Atlantic voyage,
not up fo the mark of an ordinary first class
passenger steamship, and not constructed ac-
cording to contract. In short, she is unfinished,
and cannot be put in safe condition without
great additfonal expense and considerable

time.

The principal points in which the surveyors
pronounce her defective will atrike any one as
being very material ones. They say:—

With reference tothe intimation that Mr. Russell al-

hat his contract is completed, we mark that the hull
of the ghip, o ‘which our gurvey has been direct-
ed (mlus'lvuof the ) la mot e an
to the *‘general seope’’ or the “dshlhm cootract,’”’ aa
o first class ﬁr ship, such as those of Cunard’s Nne
or the Rosal Weet Indla Mall Company, and that, in her
prescnt state, it wonld be improdent to send her to gea
on & lengthened voyage.

And agaln, the decks are of very lnferior quality, and
some of the wph.nkll are shaky and dofective, mot well
fastened nor of sufficient thickness for & ship of her mag-

nitude,
gth i required in the large cargo com-

Additional stren,
partments forward and an.

The arrangements for taking the water from the seve-
ral compartments, and the spaces between the iwo sking,
require to be 8o compieted that any one compartment can
be cleared exclustive of others, by the ‘::g.inu or by hand
it 'necessary, and all the valves and 10 be so placed
and {itied as to be oponed and shut from the dscks. The
Joiners’ work, materials, furniture and fttings are gene-
rally of an inferior description and very slight; not at all
of & firat ciasy character. Tho chain lockers requirs ad-
ditional security. The ateering gear is insufficient, and
oo epara tiller (of wood). Small rudder pendants must
be fillod. There |8 no sleam power for gleer RAre
gmd_in the contract, nor r:m winchen at hatchways.

erc is 0o sleam power for ng purposes. The screw
shaft ls quite expored, and, when the hold is filled with
car mu,umbl: be.}njlfe I ibls, A sub 1

shou! made, 80 a8 L0 prevent danger when
in motion. The five fumnels requirs wticullrl::lenum
to have a sufficient ‘' clearance’ at the decks and wood.
work, to_obylate the danger from fire to which they are
liable. The waste steam and othier pipes are not secured
&umhguranl sea. The foonels are only stayed to

h.“ antl dangerous,
Ll;; ::_ mmmm‘ o mr;r sufficient ventilation and warm-
Buch is the condition in which the surveyors
have reported the Great Eastern ; so that it
would seem that the temporary dlsarrange-
ment she experienced from the accident on her
trial trip is not the sole canse of her being de-
layed s0 long In port. If this repork be accu-
sate and nnbiaseed, the monster ship may be
safely set down as a failure, and we will have
to look to pome of our American ship yards to
bring the grand ides of monster naval architec-
ture to a succesaful embodiment.

Tar SLAvERY QUESTION 1N THE TERRITORIAL
LeamwLaTurEs—It appears that the question of
slavery has recently been made the subject of
legislation, somewhat prematurely, in two ofour
Territorial Legislatures. A law prohibiting
slavery in the Territory was passed in the
lower branch of the Nebraska Legislature the
other doy. Thiais an assumption of squaiter
soverelgnty which the Legialature had noright
to make nntil the Territory had adopted a consti-
tution and applied for admission into the Union
as a State. On the other hand, the Legislature of
New Mexico, adopting the Sonthern idea, has
paseed a law for the protection of slavery within
that Territory—a couree of action which is, of
course, equally illegal. Neither of these Legis-
latures are justified in passing any law govern-
ing rlavery while the Territories rernain with-
ont a conatitation, and such laws will have to
he declared null and void by the governmens if

B5y

they shonld ever come to be enforged.

of treaty obligstions of which Gireat Britain has T PTATmoAy, Pitzioms or Hutran's Bookm |

Nat guly does this ‘uvendiary work abound
with [i¢éntives to trea3on, massacre and
bloody revolation, bud ita atatistics are filla-
cious, and evidently prepared for the purpose
of deceiving the ignorant and fanatical portion
of the community. The attentive and intelli-
gent reader who will take the trouble of ex-

amining them closely will easily detect their
fallacy. By way of showing the superior pro-
ductiveness of the free States over the slave, he

compares the value of their respective cercals,

and gives, at page 22 of the Compendium, the

following results:—

Cunaats,

Biates. .., 361,700,703
g::em... hiana i “I.ﬂ:ﬂ?:ﬂ’l
Tn favor of the free SILOE...........o0.0s 944,782,038
At page 37 the value of the other agicultu-
ral producis of the Northand South are com-

pared as follows:—
Uruen AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTE.
Free Blates. .......
Blave BIAles. ... oerurorsenns ievesnnannseess 106,238 418
In favor of the free States..........0 00000 $60,109,108

The aggregate difference between all the
agricultural products of the Sonth and North

thus appears to be:—

Freo States $500,132,298

BIAVE BUAIEN. .1 <1ss evve sacssecerssnsseesse GOR1O0802
In favor of the free Biates. .. .. AT e $103,081,744

Now the fallacy of this deduction will be
made clear by turning to a table at page 71 of
the Compendium, .in which the population of
the free and slave States is compared:—

Northern population,........ werennsens s 18,404,992
Southern populstion, ..., ...,. crennnees 9,812,979

It will be thus seen that the Northern popu-
lation is one and a half that of the Southern, and
yet it does not produce one-fifth more. Ac-
cording to the foregoing figures the North
ought to yield, in order to make its productions
equal to the South, $645,684,722, as any school
boy can caloulate by the rule of simple propor-
tion, thus:—

Southerm  Northern

ation. Population. Ansiver.
9,612,079 : 18,454,992 : : $462,160,482 : 646,084,722
The true state of the case, therefore, is:—

‘What they ought to prodace. .......cocenivans $645,684,722
What the (roo States do produce. .. s......... 506,183,

$60,462,600

Again, if we take the proportion of popula-
tion to the eqnare mile, the figures will be still
more in favor of the South. According to one
of the tables quoted in Helper's Compendium,
(at page 71,) the population of the South is
only 11.29 to the square mile, whereas the po-
pulation of the North ia 21.91. By the rule of
proportion, the result on this basis ought to

Mu"_'

PR Ay $402,160,482 : m‘e%w
Now let us subtract what the North actually

produces from what it ought to produce, on

this baais, as follows:—

What it 10 produse................... 5808,480,182
Against {he free States...... . 1850

It will be thusseen, according to Helper'sown

 figures, that there is a balance of $332,336,950

against the free States and in favor of theslave,
instead of $103,881,744 to the credit of the
Northern States, as the dishenest writer pre-
tends. If we add these two amounis together,
the result will show that he lies for abolition
to the trifling sum of $436,318,700—four hun-
dred and thirty-siz millions, three hundred and
eighteen thousand, seven hundred dollars!

Such is a specimen of his statistics, on which
as little reliance is to be placed as on his other
facts and argnments against the South. The
book is a tissue of falsehoods worthy of the bad
cause for which it is written, and its endorse-
ment is & disgrace to all who have given it the
sanction of their names.

‘Tue CoNtest ror SrEAxER.—Congress has
now been in session for three weeks, and the
House still remains without a Speaker, and un-
organized, though the whole of that period
has been occupled in attempts to electa pre-
siding officer. The contest for Speaker has de-
veloped three or four curious pointa. The re-
publicans nominated an obnoxious man—one
who has endorsed the incendiary publication
of Helper—and they stand fast by him on
every vote. The democrats mominated their
man, and they stood to him steadfastly for a
time, until they thought that, by changing to
others, an organization might be more speedily
arrived at. The South Americans, a kind of
hybrid faction, have been playing an extraor-
dinary game: by refusing to support a South-
ern democrat they are virtually aiding the
election of the republican candidate, an indi-
vidual who recommended the incendiary book
which is intended to excite the slaves and non-
slaveholding whites of the South to rise up and
cut the throats of the slaveholders, their own
included, Then the anti-Lecompton democrats,
who bave no principles except antipathy to
the administration, and what John Ran-
dolph entitied the seven principles of five
loaves and two fishes—namely, the spoils—will
vote for no one who is friendly to James Bo-
chapan. The whole secret of their action was
manifested in the proceedings of Thursday last,
when, in order to make it appear that they
were anxious to bring about an organization,
they scattered their votes po as to reduce Sher-
man’s vote from 108 to 95; but when Mr. Keiit
proposed a plan whereby some result might be
had, the anti-Lecompton men flew back to
Sherman almoet in & flock, and raised his vote
on the next ballot to 108 again.

The republicans, meantime, remain unfiinch-
ingly by Sherman, the endorser of Helper’s
book, and are determined to force him upon
the majority. And it is remarkable that
although the republican Senators and represen-
tatives deny that they endorse the sentiments of
that abominable and treasonable work, not one
of ‘them has really disavowed them. Mr, Sher-
man himeelf, who says that he signed the recom-
mendation of the book without knowing its
contents, bas not disavowed or condemned its
teackings now that he does know its eontents,
thongh he has heen repeatedly catechized upon
the suhject,

Thus the contest for Spesker stands after
three weeks waste of precions time, and to-
day the struggle begins again—whon to end

it is dificult to divine.

Joux Buin's Ararms,—The Prince de Join-
ville has been lately travelling about & good
deal in the South of England, and during his
peregrinations has had occasion to visit eome
of the southern ports. This circumstance throw
the war alarmists into another panic, and was
made the subject of a bitter invective in a
epeech of Mr. Roebuck, who charged him with
drawing up plans of the coast to subserve the

purposes of invasion. The Prince, in a letter
to the newspapers, pronounces the aceusation

S Tp———

%o be utterly without foundation, as every ra-
tional person, takipg Into account his relstions
towards the imperial government, must have
folt it to be, It will be recollected that onoe
before, during the reign of his father, the
Prince, by a pamphlet on the French navy,
gave rise to the suspicion that ho entertained
similar projects. When under such a peaceful-
ly disposed monnrch as Louis Philippe theser
chimerical fears of {nvaslon seized upon the
English mind, its jealous watchfulness of the
proceedings of the present more enterprising
occupant of the French throme is not to bo
wondered at. The fact ia that John Bull has
fallen into a chronic state of disquietude, snd
cannot exist without the ocoupation of thess
periodicalalarms. His nervousness is, however,
costing him dear, for in nddition to the eighty
millions of dollars which were expended In
providing against the danger of a rupture of
the enfente cordiale after the Orvini affair, we
see that it is contemplated to spend sixty mil-
lions more in fortifying the seuthern coast.
The old gentleman, it is plain, is easily seared.
‘What has become of the pluck and faith in his
own invincibility that once made him ready te
accept any odds in the shape of Frenchmem
that could be brought agninat him?

Pursaxenr ArT Corrcrrons iv New Youx.—
It is & pity, now that so many admirable works
of art are finding their way to our city, that we
have neither public galleries nor funds which
would enable us to permanently appropriate
them. Had we the requisite means, we might
at the present moment make, from the works
within our reach, a selection which would form
the basis of an important art collection. Im
sculpture there are, for example, of native
works, “ The White Captive” of Palmer, ¢ The
Tisher Girl” of Barbee, and “ The Dead Pearl
Diver” of Acker. In painiing, “The Haart
of the Andes,” by Church; “The Home of
Washington,” by Mignot and Rossiter, and
scores of other admirable pictures by American
artists. In foreign works there are in the Gal-
lery of the International Art Association some
of the finest specimens of the modern German
school of painting; whilst at Goupil's, Williama
and Stevene’, and other picture dealers, there
are to be found the remains of the English and
French collections recently exhibiled here,
We are persuaded that for such a patriotic
object, and for & price proportioned to its pre-
gent ificrensed value, the Hon. Hamilton Fish
could be induced to relinguish his interest in
“The White Captive.” ¢ The Fisher Girl”
might, we believe, be bought from Mr. Derby,
for a similar purpose, at leas than the estimate
that competent judges have placed upon it.
As to the painting of Mr. Churoh, the condi-
tion under which it has been sold renders It
easy of acquirement. If some dozen or two
of our rich merchants wonld come forward
with ten thousand dollars each, they would
not only buy up all the American of
‘merit in the market, but erect suitable gol-

leriea for their reception, and for that of \all
other productions of a similar character,

T ————
IMPORTANT FRON WASHINGTOR.

The President's Message—The San Jusm
Affair—Secret Caucus of Black Repubs
lican Leaders=Thelr Programme for
1M0—Seward and the ‘Irrepressible
Oonfifet” i¢n be Thrown Overboard-—
Bates, of Missourl, Smggested s Their
Candidate for Presidemt—Thelr Cabi.
met In Case of Succoss—Affairs in Mexe
leo, &e., &e.

OUR EPECIAL DEAPATCH.
Wasmwaros, Dec. 25, 1850.
THE PRPSIDENT'S MESRA(VE.

It is underatood that the President will communicate his
mesgago to the Senute on Tuesday next.

THE BAN JUAN AVFAIR—LETTER FROM MR. DALLAS.

The Department of State has received a reply to Gen.
Cans’ despatch to Mr, Dallas upon the San Jusn affair,
The British Minister has also rocelved a despatch on the
eame subject. §am led to believe thal the lenor of these
despatchee indi n peacelul solution of the approhend-
ed difioulty, and (bat Great Britain, while main-
talning her right to the island under treaty, will
hardly adhors to the pretensions frst sesumod
by ber. It is under:iood that General Scott's
i t are gatisfactory 10 her Majesty's govern-
ment. The question naturally ariges, how is this dispute
to be adjusted, both governments maintaining their un-
undoubted right to the island? It ia roported that Eng-
land I8 willing, iu case it opnnot be arramged, to call in n
third Power.

An application has heen received at the Department for
4 poet office at San Juan Leland. 1t is alloged that for the
importance of this place, and the socommodation of
American citizens, this request ought to be granted. The
Depariment have determined to take no action upon -the
matter ot pregent, as it wonld involve an annual expense
of upwarda of five thousand dollars.

SRORET (4 7CUS OF LEADING PLACK HEFURLICANA—SEWARD AND
THE I UEIRESSTRLE CONYLICT' 10 RE TUROWN 0VERBOARD—
HATES, MISFOURI, 8POKEN OF AS THEIR CANDIDATE—THN
CARINET IN CAHE OF BUOCESS.

Some dieclosurss have jost been communicated to &
leading republican’ in this city, whicl occurred in the
secret cavcux of the leading black rapublicans convensd
lnst week al the Astor Houee, in sfivance of the
meoting of the Republican Commitice. Somns forty
or fifty leading chiefs were summoned nrivatoly,
including Governor Banks, Governor Morgan, Messew.
Feeionden, Wilson, Linooln, Cameron, Dayton, sad
Gov. Chase, to deliberate on the programme of 1860, There
wag much discussion on the pregent aspect of Affairs, and
great harmony of opinion that the times called for more
liberality and eonservatism; that the *‘irrepressible con-
Bict” must be ignored for the - present, and all the cle-
menig of opposition gathered on some soch names as
Bates, of Mimsouri, for Fresident, and Morgan or
Banke for Vice-President. It was pledged that Ponnayt-
vania and New Jorsoy could both be relied on for Bates,
his views on the tariff being accoptable (6 thess States. It
wasi plodged that thousands of 0ld whigs now voting for
d in 1ilinoin, Indiana ana Ohlo, could be relied on
for Bates; that electoral ticketa coudd be rus inall the
border glave States, with a fair prospect of sticcess.
Maryland, Delaware and Missourl wors set down
as certain. It was wurged thst Batew had never
been mixed wp with the Know Nothings: that
he was opposed to the extension of alavery, bul nationar
In his views, and to whose inauguration the Soulh could
offer no resistance. The prospect of hern suh
to Seward’s election was thoroughly Soran
tock the ground that the Bouth would resist: but aly
agreed better not risk it in the present inflamed siate of
Southern feeliog. Weed and Morgan were unwilling thak
Boward should be thus cast aside, and uttered their
solemn protest againgt i It was ot this soerot mseting
that the call adopled by the Republican Commities was
arranged po a8 w0 untle the opposition. They ovem
went o far an 1o discuss the question of n Cahinek
programme, being a8 follows :—

Banks, Bocretary of State,
Cameron, Socrotary of e Treasury.
Linceln, Seoretary of the Tuteriar,
Pottigrew, of %oulh Carnllun, Atborney Goaoral,
Rotts, Bocretary of War,
Boll, Beerctary of the Navy.
BHaker, of Californis, Postmaster Goneral,
I was agreed that Sewnrd should go as Minkdss ta
England, and take his chanoen for 1864,

THR SFRAKERSSIF,
Yesterdny, just before adjouroment, Mr. Bouligny seat
a regolution to the Clerk's deek. Tt was during balloliag,
and wos declarcd out of order, He did not succeed i
having itrend, buta gentloman who suw i iolorms me thas
It proposed, after ihe adjournment, that no ropublican.
member be allowed to come into be House until after i
is orgauized by the conservalivg olument. A prominens

demecral, thoroughiy ported declarontbal It & the atoa-
View of the demuieraoy o poeist e plurality rule aite.




