
fmruMBt BHt be in rta Ittwwta and eeWrrleet to
¦I will; every vote must be owl m extend it
Ml taw, human or Diviae, eon be euacted^or maintained,
Which coca not ooDMrvv iu porpoao; ifctro lan bo no froe-
domof speech or opinion exceptto Justify and promote
M. The vary word ofGod aunt be bou.nl, put under abaa
mi prohibited or garbled aud perverted, and the lipe of
flod'a own ministers sealed and ga^pd, leat, peradventure,
Jeaua himself or tbo Holy Gboet should suggest some
doubt to the mind of tbo slave, or of any oiU. r man in the
lute, of the perfect righteousness and tbe Divine mineIon
aad "wti"" of tbe system. lit arguments of laat reeort
.re the piatol, tbo bludgeou, tbe bowie knife, the tar-pot,
the halter and tbe *uk« Ho amusing la its presumption
that It ewey* dictate laws to ail surrnuudmg States,
and to proutrate tbe wbole goverument of tbe nation un¬
der ita feet; and if tbe mass of the people dare even to
dtepnte iU right thus to net, it plant* itself upon the
platform "rule or ruin," flies into open rebellion, unfurls
the dag of treason, lets slip tbe dogs of civil war, and
openly proclaima its gain, its end, or to destroy the gov¬
ernment. It is nothing that tbe slaveholders aro only
thousands, while the opponents of the system are millions.
What are the people to the tyrant, what was liome to
Nero, when be wished that all its citizens had bat one
aeck that ho might sever it at a blow? Two words of por-
tenttous moaning sum up the ferial condition of any na-
ttoa where slavery exists. These are barbarism and des-

Ksm, and the page ol' history does not record a grander
h or one more perfectly demonstrated than this, that

any nation can cherish this institution, though it be the
meatest, wiseet, best and freest on which tbe sun of
ieaven ever shone, without sinking step by step, and
from degradation to degradation, Into botb of tboee coa¬
litions. As sure as God's decrees are written in heaven,
.ere la no alternative lor this nation but to abolish
slavery or to suffer the extinction of all hor liberties, her
civilization, her power and her religion. Just here is our
grand and crowning sin, in the fact that this people as a

whole, without distinction of North or South and until
very lately without difference of party, both in the world
and in the church, have cherished and jtofended and even
Sanctioned this mystery of abomination. Let me not he
Misunderstood: I do not say there, have been no varying
degrees in this conduct, or guilt, or responsibility; but!
do say that the North have sustained the system as trulyat the South: one party as really as another; tbe church
as truly as tne world. Slavery has never bad more ar¬
te* and unscrupulous supporters or defenders than
among tbe politicians, the merchants, the doughfaces, the
charch members and even tbe ministry of the North, but
with this difference, that tbe men of tbe South, born and
trained up in tbe system, and with every inflacnoc about
them tending to justify it, ought to draw largely on
.or charity; while th«ir co-laborers at tbe North, in
the midst of light and knowledge, and without tboeo
tremendous biases, are utterly without excuse. Let us
never forget that, whatever the democratic party
have done, a whig administration gave us California
and the Fugitive Slave law.that Henry Clay was their
advocate, Daniel Webster their endorser, and MilLard Kill
¦tore their executor. I Ait us never forgot that the votes
Of Northern men repealed the Missouri compromise an.I
passed the Lecumpton swindle; that Franklin Pierce, ol'
New Hampshire, ratified the one, and that James Bii-
ahanaa, of Pennsylvania, as one of tho very least of the
aervicee which, more than any other man alive or dead,
he has rendered to tbe slave power, ratified tbe other.
But why dwell on what everybody knows to be true?
Even A. Barnes charges a vast measure of the re¬
sponsibility for tbe continuance of slavery on the Chris¬
tian church; and if any other argument be needed than
the daily observation of every man on this point, let It
he afforded in the avowed position of the Old School Pres¬
byterian, the Reformed Dutch and the Protectant Episco¬
pal, as well as other denominations, in the attitude of tbe
American Tract Socicty and the examples of an Adams,
p Lord and an H. J. Vandyke. To what depths of base¬
ness may not others fall when tbo aunotnted ministers of
the very Jesus, who was heralded in prophccy as tbe
nighty Breaker and who published himself as having
some to break every yoke, prostitute themselves and
blaspheme the Gospel and the name of Christ to advo¬
cate and defend a system of which even an infidel oould
¦ay "Tbe Almighty has no attributo which can take sides
with ita abettors and defenders." Is it not calmness
and moderation to say, in view of these facts, that this
whole nation stands convicted of a degree or wickedness
so stupendous that no human eye can depict it, and no
human mind can fully comprehend it, until the revela¬
tion of the judgment day shall set it in all its horrible
deformity before the gaze of the assembled universe?
And this is not the quiet merely of a portion of the com¬
munity. We aro one nation, aud every man has his In¬
fluence and responsibility. There can be no doubt that
In our different relationships as citizens, as voters, as
members of society aud as Christians, wo have oaoh con¬
tributed much to this general result of iniquity and
crime. And no matter how great have boen our seal and
efforts, we have, after all, fallen far short of our duty, or
of what we might have done. This Is a time for honesty
and sincerity with ourselves; and no man can bo h most
who does not feel the harden of this guilt and responsi¬
bility resting heavily on his soul. Agaiu, we are like Israel
In th&l wo are uow enduring the severe judgments of God
on account of these our grievous oflenees. Like thorn
we have clung to our great national sins in spite of warn-
togs, providences and threatenings, until the Divine pa¬
tience wearied, and He has begun to pour out Hie wratb
upon us. The signs of this coming storm have been
growing more and more plain and fearful for years, until
at last it has burst upon tis. Tbo wheels of commorco
have been stopped entirely, or are dragging slowly andheavily. A panic has seized the minds of multitudes of
oar population; thousands of men aro out of employment
and have no visible means of earning their daily bread:
famine is prevalent In large sections of the South and
West; tbe slave power and all its millions in several
large States of this I'uion are enraged at tbe North and
the opponents of that system, and aro threatening to
break up the government and dissolve the Union. Ono
State has already declared herself separate and indepen-
sent; civu war is inreateneu; mww 01 men are in
*pen'|reb»llion; treason is in the Gipitol, perhaps even
B the Executive mansion Itself, and no man known what
a day may bring forth. Sad, indeed, mum be the bliud-
nese or the wickedness of tho man who does not see in
these things the .heavy judgments of an offended God,
and who does not regard them as the sure forerunners o.'
still more dreadful penalties, if we do not hasten to repent
cf our sina and turn to Him. It is In this emergency
that we are called on by proclamation of tho President to
.bservc this as a day of solemn fasting, humiliation and
prayer; and whatever may have been nis views and mo¬
tive* in so doing, there can bo no question about the emi¬
nent propriety and the duty of such an observance. The
question of all others for us to consider is this How can
this fast be Kept acceptaoiy tu tne lmu r cnau we come

together as the house of Jacob did.to afflict our souls, to
bewail our sad condition, to bow down our heads like
bulrushes, and to exercise ourselves with all the outward
acts of humiliation and repentance, and that we make It
the burden of our petitions that Uod will givo us a respite
from all our difficulties and troubles, and perhaps lament
that the queetura of the wrongfulness of slavebolding bu
aver been agituted, or that we hare not been m ire com¬

plaisant to tho South and more ooedicnt to tho behests of
the slave power? Should we make It the great and sole
aim of our fasting to socure our own selfish e.u?o and in¬
terests, without regard to the sacrilleo of principles and
the injury to the cause of humanity and the progress of
the Redeemer's kingdom, what miy bo necessarily In¬
volved in such a result? Should we pray that stocks may
rise, manufactures bo revived and the demand for dry
goods increased, that South Carolina may take back hor
ordinance of secession, and that the South maybe ap¬
peased, no matter on what terms such a settlement
Should be procured, though to gain it wo must acknow.
ledge tho right of property in nun, and to take that pro¬
perty into every Stale and Territory of the Union, and
though we must And ourselves to protect it there by a
¦lave code and tederal guns? Aye, we may If we would
hear the voice of Uod, saying.Is it such a fast as I have
chosen? Behold on the day or your fkst ye flu I pleasure
and exact all your labors. Behold yo fast for strife and
debate, and to smite with the fist of wickedness, wilt
thou call this a fast and an acceptable day to tho Lord?
We shall not fast as ye do this day to make your voico to
be heard on high. Aye, we may if wo wish our fast to
become like that of the Jews, the most abomiiiabl". of all
our acts of wiJcodness, and to augment yetth' tHioe
anger of the Lord. If we wish to have our calamities
multiplied, our judgments increased and made more terri¬
ble, sad at last, like them, to be utterly brokon in pieces,
to be rejected of Uod, to sink down in barbarism and
despotism, or to be dissolved in chaos, anarchy and
bloodshed. and to become a hissing, a by. word and a re¬

proach among all the nations of the earth. Aye, wo may
if we are prepared to see the cause of humanity and free
dom, the principles of truth and Justice and religion, fall
.ever to rise again while tills nation has a being. Ayo,
we may if wo are full ready, like Judas, to betray our
Master and our Master's cauae for thirty pieces of silver,
and afterward are prepared to receive Judas' fate and to
go unto our own place. But If not, never was duty made
plainer m the word of God than ours is to-day In these
words.Is not this the fast that I have chosen? To loose
the bands of wickedness, to undo the heavy burdens and
to let the oppressed go rree, and that ye break ever yoke.
Then shall thy light break forth as the morning, and thy
health shall spring forth speedily.and thy rigbleousu>«s
shall go before thee, the glory of the |»rd shall be thy
reward. We have need to humblo ourselves before God
in sackcloth and ashes and in deepest sorrow. Wo biro
need to mourn and lament over our own sins and the sina
of the whole nation, in thus cherishing and upholding this
colossal system of wickedness and oppression. It Is no
wonder God's judgments are upon ua; the only wonder is
that they did uot long ago come down upon us like (he
besom of destruction. We have tieel to cxporlenco tho
deepest and sincerest repentance for these transgressions,
and to solemnly vow in Uod's sight, aud with his help,
that ws will redouble all our energies, and labor and pray
with all our might and hearts for the entire removal and
abolition of thia grand cause of God'a wrath and all our
troubles. We tuivo nee t to set our faces as a flint
against all and every form of complicity with it or with
Ms apologists and defenders, and in spito of opposition,
reproach, calumny, proscription, social ostraolsm, or
cveo persecution, to reconsecrate ourselves to this great
work, to let the oppressed go free and to break every

Cke. Nor is It our whole duty thus to repent of thla sin.
t to reaemi'er and do likewise respecting every other

sin of the land and nation, and even our own personal
ogknosH and shortcoming. Nor can we keep the fast per
fectly except as we remember all the rest of this nation
and pray that God will lead them to see their position
aad their duty in its true light, and make them willing to
do all that he requires of them. Especially let ns rem'm

ber the oppressor, the slaveholders and the traitors in the
aatton, and pray that God will give them light soda
better mind, and that our country may be preserved
complete and undivided, ami that the curse of slavery
may speedily be abolished from the North to tho South
and from the East to the West. Let us

pray for the slave, that ho may . kept
frera deeds of violence and blood; that he
¦lay receive the precioae light and biesstnfs of tho Gos
pel, and may have grace to show the beauty and power
of religion even in bondage and to glorify God even In
the Bree. ftrpecially let ua remember that we are all
gulty together, the North as well as the South, and tho
church as well as the world, aad let ua strive to avoid a
.Notorious and Pharisaical spirit, but let un make this
one of the most heart searching end fsithfu! seasons of
cur whrle lives. 1st ns be profoundly in earnest and set
ourselves with all our hearts to do our duty and our whole
duty, and to so humble ourselves and turn from our sins
tbat Oml can consistently cause his face to shine upon us
and His savibg health on all the nation.

At the close of the sermon,
Dr Firxsiw, from among the congTsgsiion, aro»e and

.aid that ho fully endorsed every word that had fallen
from the pastor. He thought that the sermon should be
beard by thousands, trnd' ho therefore moved that a col

lection be taken op to defray tbe expenses of printingtbe dmcouwe in pamphlet form.
The collection wan accordingly taken up.The ptctor then offered * prayer for Um whole atUoo,for the President, for Oongrees, and for the incoming ad¬

ministration. He prayed that the great influttnee of the
press would be used for the good of the nation and for the
prosperity and welfare of the whole human race. He
concluded hi* fervent ap|>eal by Calling on lite All Power¬
ful to sustain Major Anderson and his brave little garri¬
son m the hour of their peril, and to give them t'aith and
ptrength to maintain their duly firmly and an become
Christian men.
The Rev. Mr. Davis whs then introduced to the audi¬

ence, and reud a memorial, which was drawn np for the
Pign.iture of suoh of the nn;aibera of the church an saw lit
to unite in its views, and, when fully signed, to be pre-scnted to the lion. William H. Reward. The purport of
the document was a strong approval of the Senator'!
course, and calling upon him, by all that is holy aud
sacred, not to givo hia support nor function to any con¬
cessions whatever that hive been or may be proponed,
and assuring him that the people of New York will sus¬
tain him.
Kr. Skth B. Hrvr approved of the document, hut hoped

the distinction would bo drawn between the church and
the action of its individual members.
The document waa then handod round for siguaturefl.

THE REV. DR. TYNG. *

St. Ckorge's Chueh (BptMopaUaa), Ka-
tHerford Place.

At St. George's church there was the usual service,
varied only by special Psalms, collect, and the reading of
an address from tbe Right Rev. Bishop Potter.
Rev. Dr. Ttno commenced his discourse by remarking

that upon an occasion like this, whieh brings us so no
wontedly into the sanctuary, curiosty and excitement is
everywhere evinced to see what the minister has to say.
Never was ther# a land or people in which the "itching
ear" waa more characteristic than In oar day. It was a

sorrowful thing to say that even when conscience and
justice led publio teachers to an utterance of their dis
tinet convictions, it not merely gave affront to Individuals,
but was almost certain to make violent separations of
Christian comity and affection between the pastor and
some of his hearers. It was for this reason that, in the*
Episcopal church, the discussion of political questions
was never brought into the pulpit, as a rule; and he ap¬
pealed to sixteen year's ministration among this congre¬
gation lo testify that never, on a single occasion of public
worship, tiabbath or week day, had he brought mere

temporal and political questions into the sacred desk.
Whenever subjects of civil interest had been touched
upon, it was in connection with the great principles of
Christian duty and the circumstances that the providence
of God had brought out. On tbe day of national Thanks¬
giving he had discussed the single principle that there
never could be peace for man, personal, domestic, social
or national, that did not follow from righteousness; and
that, therefore, to obtain the dominion of peace in this
land or community it was indisponslble, first of all to
dig down and ascertain what were the principles of abid¬
ing and* everlasting righteousness upon which that peace
should be built; and yet, even in discussing a subject
so entirely acknowledged beyond the reach of question,
he found himself unable to express, In the simplest and
most friendly manner, the sentiments which, as a Chris¬
tian pastor, he was bound to inculcate without, on the one
side or the other, starting up irritable and irrascible men,
and bringing out a state of relations least of all adaptod
to tho blessed mission of Christian duty. Ho had, there¬
fore, to-day, nothing to say upon that subject. Whoever
was wrong or whoever was right, a state of things ex¬
isted which demanded a personal, a collective, a social
duty, and it would answer no good purpose to inquire
upon whom the greatest amount of guilt devolved.

Dr. T. took his text from the ninth and tenth verses of
the second chapter and the first verse of the third chap¬
ter of Eackiel
And when I looked, behold on hand «u B?nt unto mo

and I", a roil of , iH.,k wa« therein; and he spr^ it"*'
(ore m< ai-1 it m.s written within and without, and there
*.ib wiitU'i th<"tin iamentations and mourning and woe
Moreover b« said nnto mo, eon of man, eat that thou

Undent. . . . H»cn did I eat it, and it tu In my
mouth as honey for sweetnoss.

It was perfectly apparent that the Butyeet of thia pas¬
sage was the Christian use and Divine appointment of trial.
The first Icrson to be learned was, that human trials of

every kind were ol Divine appointment. An outstretched
band from the heavens was brought before the prophetic
mind. No one should go aside a moment from acknow
lodging It to be tho hand of the living God, the manifest
revelation of that Divine power which ruled the world
VHiatever might be the instrument used, whatever the
circumstances ordained by which to accomplish tho de
sign, the great fundamental truth for the servant of God
was to look beyond all to the hand of God. If a day of
trial in the family, it was the hand of God that brought
!. a.i j

*rta' ,0 Individual heart
t was Uio hand of God which directed it

'

if a day of peculiar trial and danger to tho
nation, wo should look through the whole nn

to the gracious, divine, Infallible Hand that held con-

"fZL.* all. In our present trials «.£
not make a intake in looking to that Hand. It waa o
no oons»«quenT* to vent our spleen In reviling the authori
ties of the land.of no use to throw the blame upon this
or that individual. No calamity or suffering c^come
upon a land without the national sin provoking the Judg¬
ment: and to a people who love righteousness, tho solemn
promise of the commandment that mercy should bo
snown to them for a thousand generations, was certain

?S.t.lVt.he vlsion
record. The hand was not sent to infii< t Judgment "but
to show a "roll of a book." The familiar illustration of
an ancient book, written on parchment and rolled up
was brought perfectly before the eye. Whatever were the
elements or detail or this Divine government, illustrated
by the hand, they were all parts of a Divine purpoeo and

Ru. It was not merely in general principles of Divine
vidence that we were to seek this purpose. Wo were

but too ready to say, In an unbelieving ageWhere is
the Lord God of Elijah, that answereth tho cry of faithful
and earnest prayer? It was a blessed thought that all tho
details of human trial, whether individual or social, are

Earls of a Divine plan.that the very hairs or our
ead were all numbered. Impossible to perceive an

applicatou of God b providenco in details too minute or
far reaching for the ftict nay, everything that may minis
ter to the welfare or happiness, or promote the grace of
those vessels of mercy, prepare! for glory, is from eter¬
nity.a part of the wondrous plan which guides them
and receives them to heaven. And did any ask whv?
Because Hie world lived for tb-m.
He loved to look at this truth in Its extreme doeree or

application, to think that we lived in a world in^ which
not the least pin of the machinery was by any appoint
mont less than that or tho great Architect who mado
the whole. Every sorrow and every care was
a matter of His own pre arrangement, ror tho
good of those Ifc lovod. Were not our tears
in His bottle, and our proafis recorded In His book
Therefore, when the hand appeared, It held out a roll, in
which, though lamentations and mourning were written
yet the succeeding prophesies that came out of it closed
with wonderful triumph and moet magnificent displays of
Divine wisdom and honor. j

Again, a third point in this remarkable passage.not
merely was it a heavenly hand which extended tho
roll, showing that infinite wisdom directed our triali
but these trials were also part of the Divine warning as
well as of Divine appointment and record. Kxekie] says
. And He spread It before me, and it was writ¬
ten within and without, and there was written therein
lamentations and mourning and wot." From this wo
might learn that nothing would be concealed; tho sin¬
ner's way would b« tn^1e perfectly clear; the men who
ruled by the law of iniquity would see themselves Judged
truly; those wboeowod the wind would reap the whirl¬
wind; the men who sacrificed principle to expedi'>ncy
would sec all his plans fall to ruins in a night. So human
being could afford to make the God of Juetico and oT truth
an enemy oT his success.no living man could aTbrd to
detach himself loose from the wonderful sehome of
God s government. Whence came ibe folly of
men In power.the madness of nv-n who pos
sesaed an earthly reputation for wisdom and strength?
We might answer, from the blotting out of that which
In the derision of the day, Is railed tie "higher law," as
ir the WordW G<id, which is to endure forever, were not
to be exalted supri me. Woe to the man who discards It'
Woe to the nation that casts it oot I Woe to the people
that will detach tbopiselvls from It, and rule by any in¬
ferior standard or authority than the Word of the living
God ! Sorrow is the daughter of sin, and human suffer¬
ing is ever growing out of domestic sin and guilt and the
Word of God hesitated not to say that this was tho
Tact with nations as with individuals. The
sm oT the drunkard and or the rambler was
to be seen in Its eflK ts upon the children of the
second and third generation, the innoccnt daughter car¬
ried about with her disease Inherited from a father's de¬
bauchery or licentiousness. While, then, the Havtour
taught us that we were not to make the application to
Individual suffering, and say that they w>>ro "sinners
above other men/' yet the truth held good that pain and
sorrow never did oome but as the immediate fruit of
man's inlqnity. Accordingly, whoever might be the

Tnt of producing the difficulty, the duty and prlviloge
the Christian was to do what they were doing this

day.to humble thunselvii, and fall down before the
Lord of Hosts.
The fourth point of instruction to be derived was the

pudy of the servant of God under tribulation "More-
OT,OT. on,° on». *oo ol man. eat that thou JlnJ-

,*)** WM U>l" eating but an ab otnte acoaptanoe.
5 ^?kDKm V lhj,t God rai*ht Uwust in his roll,

^.u;.D"'lh,n without We should not only acqul
esce in God s appointment but cheerfully accept the Di-

oSVnli""ik? \ Whatever wera the trials recorded upon
"Imple principle was that they oould work

nl ih i.^ 10 M" aervant of tho living
God. Ah how delightful to dwell upon the
frr*l tr" ,l that "Who Is ho that shall harm us
if we be followers or that which is good?'' That was ths
principle laid down here. This roU, written with lamen¬
tations, and mourning and woe. oould It be nourishment
to the servant or God? Surely, the trials that one bws
are the very best rood of his soul; nothlnc so strength-
ens the heart in duty; nothing so enoouraj-d the^Sit-
nothing so turned man adrift from the creatnre that he
might anchor on the Creator. Where was the lovtn* la
horiotia. Ghnstlao man who had not drank from the'cud
of gall and wormwood? Where was the
tender hearted, forbearing. Impartial man, that had n>t
brotrn his teeth with gTuvel st< nes as he sat by the aido
or tho grave, and mingle I his ftsxi with w iping
day by day, in personal experience of the Divine visi¬
tation? Christian men ope* the mouth wid'» and welcome
these'rials.believing that tho hand of Divine wisdom
wiU never «fll>ct or grfcTt bat tor a merciful purpo#e.

battering that the eating of this roll in entire submission
is the most complete strengthening ui the soul, in a as
two, where were (he people that were vigorous, eernent
and determined, but these who had been nursed by the
cottage fireside, and compelled to eat tn youth the bread
of poverty and teitt In what region of the earth did the
highest principle* always llourish, but in Alpine lnaceos-
sible retreats rather than in orange blossomed plains?
'Ihere could be no greater bleesing to t boy than to start
him Irom obildhood in an earnest struggle with duBculty
and care, and send him out in youth full growu from
the nouri hment which trials and sorrow give. And so
it is with nations. What enervated them, made the poo-
pie sacrifice great national principles to expediency, and
compelled them to bow down to the golden image of No-
buchadneuar, in the plains of Jura, but long continued
prosperity and freedom from external and social difficul¬
ties? "Jeshurun waxed fat and kicked," and what is to
bring Joshurun again to take np the yoke? Nothing but
the goading of necessity and Divine training.the day of
trial and rebuke. Then to consider the last point. As
trials here are ef Divine appointment, a record and warn¬
ing to Christians,and ouruuty is to receive thoni in perfect
submission.so the effect of that entire submission is per¬fect happiness and delight. "Then did I cat it, and it
was in my mouth as honey for sweetness." How beau¬
tiful the thought! I'npromising as dry parchment would
voem- bitter as it appeared, written ingido and outside
with lamentati<m» and w e, yet, taken from a father's
hand, accepted with filial, humble gratitude, it was con¬
verted into honey, to perfect sweetness and delight. And
bad they not all found this so in their experience heref
Nothing is so dear to the heart as a full submission to
God. Nothing no strengthens the mind as an entire con
formity of itself to the will of God; nothing so unravels
mysteries and settles difficulties and Interprets doubts
as the simple panting of the spirit to say, "Speak, Lord,
for tby servant heareth."
However we might strive to avert a coming trial, or

uuder the Divine guidance, to seek a safe deliverance
from an existing one, yet from the beginning to the end,
as a trial from the band of God, his pastoral advice was
that they should, with£ Kaekiel, open the month and eat
it.eat It in simple prayer.eat it in affectionate praise.
oat it tn gratitude.eat it In unshaken confidence, trust
and faith. This was the lesson of the learned. There
was a strong temptation to say, "it is ElUah" or "It ta
Ahabn who hath troubled Israel, but it waa wisest
to tome back, and, in the language of the bish¬
op's excellent address, to give up crimination
and recrimination; to cherish their own judgments
boldly and faithfully as men, to utter them with respoet,with kindness and affection towards each other.to per¬
mit their pastor to utter faithfully his own judgmentwhen great questions come up., and censure him not.to
feel that there was care enough in tho ministry at all
times without the care of contending with Individual dif¬
ficulties. Let them love one another.love all for Christ's
sake, and see if th<y could not illustrate this:.Many
minds and one heart; many judgments, one united lino
of actkn; many views or common topics, one determined
union rJ principle and conduct In carrying out the great
points and purposes of truth and duty, to which these
views shall lead us.

THE REV. DR. TAYLOR.

G rftcc Church (Episcopalian), Broadway.
The services at this church yesterday morning wore

very solemn throughout, and a large congregation were
present. The rector (Rev. Dr. Taylor) preached the ser.
men, amid profound attention from the audience, from
the following text:.
Isaiah xxi., 11.Watchman, what of the night?
He said.In the Scriptures the term watchman la con¬

stantly applied to the propheta and mInlatere of God.
They are regarded aa being set apart to watch ovor the
safety of his people, to guard them from threatening dan¬
gers and to lift up the voice or warning against their pe¬
culiar sources of temptation or causes of calamity. In
keeping up the figure of spccch in which (be prophet Is
called a watchman, "the night" is used to denote the
particular period of lime in which he Is exercising his of-
See. And the people of Zion are represented as anxious-
ly inquiring of the prophet what news be had for them
from (rod?.what moaning be could read for them In the
portcntious signs of the times?
My brethren, assembled, as we are, at the invitation

of the powers that be, to humble ourselves with prayer
and fasting before the God of nations, on account of ibe
threatening aspect of the times.on account of passing
event*, which unfold themselves so ominously to tho
unity, peace and happiness of our country.I can well
fancy that 1 bear you appealing to me, as I stand, a ser¬
vant of tho Most High God, In his consecrated temple
and before his holy alUr, for the words of warning, of
comfort, of Instruction I may have to deliver to you. I
can well fancy that I hear yon exclaiming, In tones of
anxiety, "Watchman, what of tho night? Watchman,
what or the night?"

It Is impossible to suppose that such an assemblago of
Christian people as are now before me can be indifferent
to the extraordinary condition of things amid which wo
are called to act, and no thoughtful mind can fail to per-
celvc that nt no period within the history of our race has
the condition of the whole world been so extraordinary,
so solemn, so ominous. At such a time it is impossible
for any of us to separate ourselves from tho feelings
which are proper for the Christian, the patriot and the
man.

It Is alwaysa wrong for the minister of Christ to mix
himself up with the bitter strife of political parties. It
is wroag in bim to fan the flames of disoord.to stir up
strife and Inflame the minds of his bearers with ran¬
corous feelings.to array his fellow countrymen agains
each other in bloody war aud thus to become an instru
ment for bringing desolation and misery over ten thou¬
sand homes. Ah I It would bo better for
such men had »«-> "u'

to love uib country, to sympathise most,deeply in Its for¬
tunes, to watch with sleepless vigilance over IUj avenues
of prosperity and its causes of war, aud to strive to ani¬
mate your hearts with loity patriotism, and to fill them
with something of His own spirit of love, unity and
peace, can never be inconsistent with either his position
or his duties as a religious teacher.
My brethren, we are hereupon a solemn fast day, in

the house of prayer, to acknowledge our atns before
God, and to implore his mercy for our country. Kvery
mind is excited, every heart Is alarmed, an<t gloomy
forebodings of calamity fill every eye with the ihe tears
of agitation. And for why is all this? Our country was
never'more blessed with all the abounding elements of
prosperity.our seasons were never more healthful.our
lands were never more fruitful.our agricultural, com¬
mercial and financial laterals were never before more
admirably balanced aud every way calculated to prove
exuberant fountains of happiness. But suddenly
a black cloud has arisen In the South, and the muttering
thunder that comos from it speaks to us of political dis¬
contents.so deep and serious as to lead to all the horrors
of disunion. My brethren, I have already said from this
place that if there be any causes of complaint, well
founded and reasonable, then I am perfectly sure that
every right minded and lundly disposed person, of every
shade of party, will be ready and willing to correct the
evil in the way most scceptable to oar oomplaining coun¬
try mm. But. at the same time, I must say that It is
but fair and right that our dissatisfied friends should tell
us clearly and explicitly what they would have us to do?
What new guarantees do they require* What laws can
be passed, and what laws can be repealed, to afford tliem
the most unyielding satisfaction and security for all
time to come? But unless they will do this, funics"
they will meet our efforts to serve them In a recipro¬
cal spirit of conciliation and kindness, then I cannot
see but our best feelings and our best fSorts
will be utterly useless. If our Southern friends,
goaded and Irritated as they have been, shall
rush from us in the frenzy of madness, and, listening to
no voice of friendship, shall proceed recklessly In their
work of disunion and ruin, then It becomes us to arrest
them in their progress by tho calm and dignified, .tnd
firm and gentle remonstranc, that too many and too
mighty Interests are Involved In such a pmcedluf to
allow It to £o on wlthcut such opp>»ing checks ns the
rest of ns may be able to throw In. I find It difficult to
conceivc how any Intelligent and thoughtful man, when
bo takes Into view all the mighty Interests of this vast
country, complicated as they are, aud inter'voven witli
each other as they necessarily inust bo, can for one
moment suppose that these overwhelming millions of
people are to sit with folded arms and listless meeknees,
while all their high interests are sacrificed; financial
confidence, which Is the llfcblooj of trado, all destroyed
the hum of industry, on the mart and In tho workshop,
suspended: private bankruptcies carrying crushing
wretchedness into numberless homes; the public
crcdll seriously impaired and the power of the gov
vernment lying paralysed and worthless, while Its pro
perty Is seised, Its prerogative usurped, and the flag of
our pride Is trampled In the dv.st, and all this Is so be
cause one of our sister States chooses to play fant.vtic
tricks be'ore high Heaven fh a uitmicrv of self govern
ment. My brethren, these things might not so to be
These things ought never so to have been. Those thing*
cannot be suffered to continue. I say It calmly and so

lemnlv, and after the most anxks.a and painful delibera
tion, aad 1 believe that 1 speak the sentiments of every
patriot that hears me, when I say that thl* state of things
i annot be suffered to continue. I would do nothing in
harshness; I would do nothing in unkindness I would ex.
tend forbesranoe and brotherly love to their utmost
limits; but these things cannot be sufered to <«ntinue.
My brethren, I speak as an American citizen, and I

speak aa a native of South Carolina; I speak as one
who understands well her condltyin and her wrougs.
nnd who has therefore a right to sjv-ak, and
when I speak words of censure they are spoken
far more in sorrow than in anger. I say
that 8outh Carolina has wronps to complain of.she has
injuries to b* redressed. Demagogue* have assailed her
with the ribaldry of the hustings In the sanctity of the
Senate.she has been Irritated and goaded to madness by
the libels that have been poured forth for years upon the
most sacred and most delicate of her domestic Institu¬
tions. by the mountebanks of the pulpit, who, la their
pestiferous career, are animated by tho most Ignoble of
all the forms In which worldly ambition can display
Itself.(be ambition for securing notoriety by *n asso
elation with tho demons in pandering to the false pre
Jodlces and malignant passions of vulgar minds. And is
It to be wondered at if the sons of South Carolina have
sometimes forgotten what waa duo to themselves, and
the true dignity of their State, and descended to private
retaliation and brutal violence. Tho mistakes, and
follies and crhnes of Individual men, are now to bo
charged npon the countries to which they belong. We
are now to deal with South Carolina as a State, and as
one of these Tnlted States; and It Is as such that I
repeat she has cause of complaint not only against
Individual men In the States of the North, but
against msny of thcSf States In their executive, legisla¬
tive and Judicial capacities. But then the grievances
of South Carolina ar» t>reciseh thesamogri v inn a« are
complained of by her slst» r Statos of I1 > South. Nothing
more, nothing less. Why, then, wo have a right to ask,

baa she assumed this sad pre eminence in rash precipi¬
tancy f Why has she rushod, without conference and
wlthont support, into aU the .langers <uul mieohiefs of
revolution. unprepared tor, and which can never termi¬
nate in good to anyt>ody T Who does not fe»U that this
moat unwise baste baa alienated the sympathy ami weak
ened Utc Uiujs of every friend of tho South who clingsto our Union ns the only ark of strength and or sifety for
them and for usr Within the Union all evils may be
remedied and grievances redressed, but wi-hout Ihe paleof onr common fold of safety.without the reach or tuo
chaste and cheering radiance that falls lrom our cluster¬
ing stars of glory, there is no room for help.there is no
deliverance to bo found. There is no injury, nor insult,
uor vexatious meddling, with her most private and
precious interests, under which she now writhes and
frets, that will not he continued with the most absolute
impunity, and with increased and most virulent bitter¬
ness. And In addition to all that, every imagination will
at once conjure up the uncounted horrors of every other
kind which the strong and the wicked of the earth are
ever ready to bring upon the unprotected and tho weak.

I have just said that this extraordinary revolution,
which, as it seems to us, has bean so inconsiderately on-
tered upon by our sister blate, can bring no good to
any one. Bui I must beg to amend that saying, by
throwing out the suggestion thai perhaps the contem¬
plation of the false position in which they are obliged to
see that South Carolina has placed herself, with alt of its
attendant train of embarrassments, may prove sufficient
to deter other and more thoughtful mates from hurry¬
ing blindly on to tbo same fatal extremity of folly and
rain.
My brethren, I do not believo that there Is going to b;

any dismemberment of this powerful, this glorfoa
country of ours.glorious in all the memories of the
pact.and tlirloe glorious in our entrancing prospects fur
the future.
The very thought of It seems to dlffVise an odor o

treason around us. Not that I would lond tho least sanc¬
tion to any teaching that would go to revivo tho effete
doctrine of "passive obcdicnce" to government as an
tnstltntKm of God.not that 1 wonld agree to any whole¬
sale denunciation of that immortal philosopher, John
Locke, from whose writings, as from a treasure house of
wisdom, the founders of our republic drew all their max¬
ims of government. But because I believe that, liukod
and bound together as we are, the thing is an impro¬
priety. As well might ws hope to tear asunder the
several parts that go to make up that marvellous ma¬
chine the human body, and then expect that each part,
or any one of all the ports, should continue to work on in
usefulness and comfort. It is not only impossible, but it
is entirely unnecessary, even if it were possible.I say
that it is unnecessary and undesirable, because tbeie
are no evils experienced which cannot be far bettor
corrected within tho Union than out of it. There are no
burdens of government that would not bo increased an
hundred fold by separation; and there are unnumbered
blessings whuh it secures to us, qulot and uuseeu, per¬
haps. hut yet for tho loss of which nothing on this earth
could compensate us. And as soon as time shall oporate
with its st'Othing influences, and our Southern friends
shall recover a little from the frenzy of excitement, into
which scheming politicians have thrown them, they are
too intelligent by far not to perceive and understand all
this.
The present excited condition of tho publio mind

at the South is to bn attributed to two causes. Tho
first is the mistake of supposing that the insano rav

as of certain fanatical preachers of abolitionism, in
ich the gibberish of falsehood is dressed up in the

language of Holy Writ.the smart sayings of others,
bordering always upon blasphemy.in which libels
and denunciations aro clothed, and mixod with
coarse anecdotes and vulgar ribaldry, are fair expositions
of tbe reelings of Northern people for their countr/mon
of the South. 1 need not say to you how entirely un¬
founded is any supposition 1 ko that. I surely need not
prove to you how slight, how very slight, Is the moosuro
of influence exerted by such touchers ua thopo beyond
the narrow sphere of their own immediute followers.
But yet the press, in giving publicity to these jumbles of
mendacity and malignity, nuvo produced tbe most wide-
spreading mischiefs to our country. And so, too, tho
iinscrupuiouM leaders of political parties have too often
given utterance to tbo cant of abolitionism, in ordor to
secure Uielr temporary and seltlah ends: and thus tho
whole body of voters, who for far different purposes
have been associated with these demagogues, aro set
down as all of them together having abolition aims
and objects. Nothing can bo more false than that,
and yet nothing has contributed more to alienate ono
section of our country from the other, and to break asun¬
der tbe ties of lovo and mutual Interest which ought to
bind us inseparably together. No, no, my Iriemls, I will
never allow it to be said that the great body of the intel¬
ligent voters of tbe North have any sort of hostility or
hatred for the South, or the least wwb to interfere with
their peculiar institutions, and I protest, In tbe name of
truth and Justice, Against their being associated and con¬
founded with the few noisy and wayward disturbers of
the public tranquility, who we know to be of a contrary
mind.
But the second cause of restless easiness to our coun¬

trymen of tbe South is to be s<>en In the fruit of that false
and pestilent teaching which would load them to believe
the Union of the Stales is the reason wily South Carolina
has not advanced in prosjiority and power as rapidly
as New York. The logic us I found it, in a paper
recently submitted for my reading, amounts to this:.
"When tho constitution of tbe United States was adopted
tbe commerce and shipping of Charleston was greater
than that Jof New York. Ci>nsequently, If that consti¬
tution had never been adopted, Charleston would havo
grown and flourished as much a£ New York. Break up
our union with tbe North, let Charleston resume her na
tural commerce, importing directly from the whole world
such commodities as they produce and we need, and what
a mighty change would como over tho prospects of
Charleston. Our colonial and tributary commerce with
the North would cease, and a mighty free commerce with
the whole world would rise in Its stead. Capital woul
flow Into a place where It could be used with such advan¬
tage, the Rothschilds and tbe Barings would soon bo
there, and thus Charleston become the euvy of all tho
earth." I find it difficult to persuade myself that any
man capable of writing the English language can. by any
possibility, believe his own teaching. I And it still moro
difficult to conceive bow such a farrago »f bald nonsense
could ever have found a lodging place amongst so
intelligent a people as our friends of South Carolina. And
yet it is perfectly certain that a persuasion of the truth
of this leaching, and the brilliant hopes which have thtu
been awakened, are at the bottom of all the turbulent
and suicidal proceedings hi that gallaut but misguided
rMm., can any m^u tell me how and at what time the
Influence *hr general hmdI has been exerted in
favor or New York, and to tbe Injury or Charlestour cw»
any man tell me how a tariff of duties could, by any pos¬
sibility, be framed which would operate against Charles-
ton. and would not, at the same time, operate against
New York* Can any man deny that the tartif, as we now
have it, was framed by Sooth Carolina herself, and voted
for unanimously by her representatives in Congress? Can
It by any possibility be true that the most simple of all
truths should be bidden from the people of South Caro¬
lina, and bo plain and written In capitals for tbo reading
of every man in the world besides, that the only reason
why Charleston does not advance In commerce and Ml*
lation in proportion to New York, is because she
has no market for her im|>orled goods' I<et us
only refer to a map of the United Slates, and
when you trace the almost Incredible range of
country spreading out in every direction with
its dense and ever increasing population.Its rich manu¬
factories and counties* products of every kind..ill of
which is po'ired into New York, and affords a market in
return for the goods that are sent to Now York to be
sold. When you trace the marvellous network of Inter¬
national tmprovemeuts, and that long chain of internal
seas, almost as wide an expanso of water as the Atlantic
itself, snd aU of them affording tbe most wonderful fa¬
cilities for an Interchange of commodities, can anycitfc n
of South Carolina fall to see that Charleston has not, and
in the nature of things never can have, anything to com¬
pare with itT And. consequently, by no possibility can
she ever become tuo great commercial emporium tli.it
New York now Is, and must continue to be, with |x>rj>e-
tuaily Increasing accessions of prosperity and wealth.
My friends, it is a sad and painful subioct of thought
that tbe understanding of mankind should be so trifled
with,and lliat, under a hallucination so gross and pal
bable to kll eyes but their own, they should rush to
ruin, and suppose that they are only led by the

Crest Ares of patriotism. But I must bo dene
t me only repeat that as New Yorkers we

have nothing to fear for ourselves. We can nttord to be
magnanimous and forbearing to tho last degree. The
cheek which the industry of our people lias received will
be temporary. There has been no sufficient cause for it in
anything done by us or operating directly upon our¬
selves, and it Is to be accounted for entirely by a ref-.
rcnce to that extreme and morbid sensitiveness which
financial contidenco ever evinced to political disturb¬
ances. Upon tbe first whisper of alarm, fiom threatened
troubles m government, oonllde.nce hides hlmS'ii m timid
dismay, and when most wantod can nowhere he found
1 will conclude by entreating you to cherish tho all im¬
portant truth jfith which I navo already sought to im¬
press you, that If not wanting to ourselves and to our

God, nothing from without can by any means hurt us very
long. Com what will or ootnc what may to other States,
this city of New York must of necessity continue to ba
the centre of capital anil commerce to this Western 0»a-
tinent. Rl< sird as wo are with a most unrlv.illed geo¬
graphical position, commerce has here worn her broad
and deep channels, and capital has flowed In upon the
waves of commerce, and it Is as impossible to change
them as the attempt would be to check or change the
downward flow of tno water In the father of rivers Our
sister cities of the South may beoome prosper'us and
powerful; but pint in proportion as they advance In powerJust In the same proportion will they contribute to swell
the influx of encllangcs towards this great ceritro of our

commerce, this vast reservoir of wealth. They are as
sure to flow tbis way as the Guir Stream flows this way.
These things, my rrleuds, can never be controlled by any
sectional legislation, I ecause they are governed by laws
which are as certain and as fixed as these which secure
the harmony of tbe spheres.

THE REV. J. C. SMITH.

Ck«TCk «fth« AKtmIn (ProtoitMt Epis¬
copal), corntr ofFifth arcnat rb<I Tenth
.treet.
Religions aervlrea In obaervanen of the (lay of n%t ional

fani and humiliation were held yfaterday at the Chprch
of tbe Aacen^lon (Trotegtant Episcopal). corntr of Fifth
avenue and Tenth atr«et. After tbe Introductory prayer*
and leapona a aermon on the auhjoct."Tho Moral Hlo
<1 ranees to our Deetiny an a Republic".waa preached by
tbe paator, Rer. J. C. Smith, who took for hie text Mat
Uiew ill., 43, "Therefore I aay unto yon tbe king
dom of Ood ohall be taken from yon and given to a nation

bringing forth the frulta thereof.''
Thle terrible declaration of our Raviour, he aaid^ so

fearfully fulfilled in the caae of the Jewa, might ordina¬

rily pea* almr«t unheeded by na; but the circumstAnoea
under which we assemble together give it an Impreaalve
alKtiiilranre, and it aound* in our eara a aolemn warning
wblrh it la Impossible to disregard. I truat that all who
are hero to day have come with a deep ponae of the mag¬
nitude of thoae (laager* which threaten ua, wi<1 at the
wini.'time with calnitie^n and a el rful truflt In (I-1.
Oir political and finunc .4 trouble ari to bo r«cogt}.»vl

first of all as a visitation of Providence, fur manifoM sine
of which aa a people we htn bora guilty. Bwj oome,
however, in the form of a judgment threatened rather
than already Inflicted. Wo are suffering rather from
the apprehension than from the Infliction of evil, and
there la, therefore, abundant opportunity for tho exer¬

cise of hope and for every ellurt which looks towarils
an honorable and righteous settlement of the ^reat
iMars at stake. It is eminently fitting at such a time,
when dark clouds arc lowering over the horizon and a
storm of terrific fury seems Just ready to burst; when the
spectral band ia stretched forth, as if about te write upon
our walla ''Jtou, mene, tekd, upkarsin".that wo should
humble ourselves before God, and And out what wo aro to
do that the work of the destroyer may be stayed ere
the fabric of our national prosperity and peace is over¬
whelmed with ruin. I am full of hope as to the dual re¬

sult, because 1 cannot believe that this nation will dis¬
own the high destiny set before it by God; but I believe
that we have ooine to a oiials which Is to determine our
future career, and that the teet Is about to be applied to
us which our Saviour gives in the words which I have
read, and that if we will not now assume more decidedly
the character of a Christian nation.loving peace and
truth and righteousness.the kingdom of tjod, with tho ra¬
tional freedom and high civilisation which are its effect*,
will be taken from us and given unto a "nation bringing
forth the fruits thereof." Wo havo enough of those nina
which aro common to humanity, God knows, to repent
of this day, and I trust that no one will go from this
place, where we have usod such solemn language of ponK
twice and confession, without fueling the burden of sin
and tho preciousness of forgiveness. But at this time,
when our fato as a great and united people may bo trcm-

blftag in the balance, I wish you to consider with a deop
sense, each one of you, of your individual responsibility,
some of the moral hindrances to our destiny as a Chris
tian nation. There is very prevalent in this
country a fulso anil unchristian view of tho v«ry
origin, nature and object of civil government Itsolf.
The administration of government in any country miint
depend upon the idea which is entertained of its nature,
und the objects it is designed to subserve. All tho vtown
which aro held on this subject resolve themselves tlnally
Into one or the other of two theories of tho origin of civil
government. One of these theories maintains thj human,
and the other tho Divine origin of government and so¬

ciety. All political science ana practice must be mo-litled
according as one or tho other of thoso theories is held.
The theory of the human origin of society an t gov-
ernment, maintained as it has been by Greek atheists,
French encyclopedists and English materialists, is
more familiarly known, perhaps, as tho theory of tho
"social oompact." It in bilefly tliis, thMt men were

originally dissociated from owh other, and society did
not exist, that the Inconveniences of such a stste be¬
coming apparent, they camo together, invented language,
and formed themselves into bodies politic. Government,
therefore, has no powers except those which result from
the giving up of certain rights of which each one Is natu¬
rally possessed. Its objects are, of course, oonflnod, as,
Washington says, to tho "conservation of tho bodies and
the goods of men." Tho theory of tho Diviuo origin
of society and civil government Is simply this:.
The germ of the Mate Is to be found in the family,
which u> of Divine institution. By moans of Langiago.
which was originally a gift from (Sod to man, there is not
only the association of Individuals in one family, but tho
association of families in ono society. The family passes
by a necessary law of dovelopemcnt luto tho patriarch¬
ate, the patriarchate luto the tribe, and the tribe into
the nation. Tho whole dcvelopemcnt, thereforo, U aa
much of Divine origin as tho primary institution. The titato
and the family alike aro the creature of God. The ob-
Joct, therefore, which tho Htatc has to accomplish la not
merely to protect the persons and the property of men,
but to subserve also some high moral purpose. Its great
object, unquestionably, is to train men In habits of obodl-
cnce to law, and to exercise them in a system of proba¬
tion, In which principles of trath and Juf'.Ico must be re¬
cognized and practiced, or else tho terrible oooaequencofl
of violating them bo suffered. rhis is universally the
method of Ood'a government. He calls men to the per¬
formance ofduty by experience ofthe evils to which duty
unperformed will l«'ud; uud It Is im|K*ielblo that there
should be any Christian viow of society and government
in which thla idea of the State, as n great moral institu¬
tion, is not prominent. The difficulties in tho way of the
theory of a social oompact aro manifold, and, in my
view, utterly insupcrablo. In the first place it has
no historical foundation. Thero are no traces of a

primeval barbarism, In which men woro dissocia¬
ted from each other. Tho Indications aro all the other
way, and point to a high state of civilisation as charac¬
terizing the earliest a#rs of tho world. But not only aro
there no traces of nucha primeval barbarism, but thero
are no traces whatever for such a remarkable convention
of barbarians as this theory supposes, who, under a deep
sense of the Inconveniences of dissociation, met togetlier,
Invented language and established civil society. In op¬
position to all this, the unmistakable teaching of history
is (bat there has never been a time since tho llrst family
existed when language and socioty have not existed also.
If any faith is to bo reposed in philosophy and history,
men have not taveutod civil society, but have found
themselves, by tho operation or natural laws, already In
it. But tho difficulties multiply whon wo como to con
sldor tho practical operation of the theory. And this
consideration will show that this theory of tho social
compact, or the human origin of society and govern¬
ment, lies at the foundation of the troubles which we
at present suffer. For If thla theory Is true, there aro no

obligations, exccpt those of Interest and convenience,
which bind men to remain even in civil society, much
less In any particular form of it, or under any particular
government. Tho obligations to remain in civil so¬
ciety can be no greater than the original obligations to
enter In, and no higher obligations than convenience and
Interest are recognized at all in connection with society
and government. On the supposition that social and clvd
Institutions have their origin merely In a compact, govern¬
ment has no rightful power to perpetuate Us own exist¬
ence If the com|>act erases to subserve tho fancied con¬
venience or uitvieot of any wno are a party m it. And
those who ate living under government might Justly
.uwert that tboy have never been partiee to any such
compact, and may rightfully refuse to rocognlsi its obli¬
gations. This Idea of the 'mere human origin of civil
govermm ul in a social compact is sure to work itself
out to such results. It If remarkable that tho only ar¬
gument by which the right of secession on the part of
one of the States of this I'nlon Is maintained, is founded
upon the idea that tho government of this country is
based upon a compact between tho several Stale* of
which it isoompoeed, and can thereforo be dissolved by
a di- solution of tho conduct. The plain answer to which
Is, that In that ease we are not living under a general go¬
vernment at all, but under a more voluntary association;
whrresc the truth In the matter Is, (hat tho old article*
of confederation wore abandoned, aud the constitution
adopted tor the very purpose of giving up a voluntary
association and forming a general government, with
inherent and inalienable <haraeter of government nav-
lcg tho power to perpetuate its own existence. Tho
theory of the Divine Institution of civil government,
wlii< h la the only one which Is philosophically and his¬
torically true, places the matter in a clear
and satisfactory light. God lias instituted civil
government.not and particular form of It, but
the thing itself, and has given to It right* and powers
which are not thurefore delegated lo it hy the governed.
It has the right of capital punishment, which could not
be derived from any delegation of rights. It has the
right to d<-clare and make war, which Is not an Individual
right, and which It could not, therefore, have derlrud
from individuals. And in the samo way It has a right to
perpetuate Its own existenfje and compel obedience If
necessary to that end, which It could not rightly do If it
had no powers except (hose derived from mutual agree¬
ment or compact. Mcu Hud themselves, by the exerclso
of a power higher than (heirs. In society and under govern
mout. They may, by common cotisen(, establish that form
of government which thoy prefer, but when once estab¬
lished, it enters u|>on tho possession of rights and powers
which the goverument have not conferred upon It, but
which it derives from the Most High. The remedy
for any abuse of these righ(* and powers on the part
of government is to be sought, first, in constitutional
methods of redres*, If these fall, and the grievances
arc such as radically to undermine tho prosperity and
happiness of the governed, there msy be, by common
consent, a dissolution of the existing relations. If this
Is impracticable, and the government has eased utterly
to subserve the great < b|erts for which it was establish¬
ed, then the right of revolution remains. If tlie loc
trine of the human origin of government Is true, th" re
can scarcely bo su< h a thiug as rebellion. Anybody and
everybody has a ri«ht to d.KOwn alicRlanoe to go» rn
ment. But if government Is of Dlvlno origin, and has
rights and powers not delegat<>d to it hy the go¬
verned, then there Is such a thing as rebellion, and it Is a
crime of the darkest dye against man an l God, unless
every con titutlonal method of redre«s has been ut¬
terly exhausted, and the government hns lieeome actually
and hopelessly hoetile to the prosperity and liappiuen* of
those who, under this stem necessity, are driven irnwlst-
Ibly to rebel. It Is enough to stamp tho theory of tho
social compact as dangerous and false that it tends direct¬
ly to the disiniegration of government and socletv, while
the theory of their Divine origin cannot well bo otherwise
than true, since it is so grandly conservative of the
great and permanent interests of both. This vk»w 1 hold
(o be the foundation of true patriotism and of Uut feel¬
ing almost of reverence which we should have for law,
however corrupt may be Its administration. The instltu
tions of civil government assume a vory dilferent aspeet
when we v lew them in this light. They become, as It
were, agents and messengers of («od, unconsciously edu
eating us In a wouderful system of moral discipline.
There is everywhere (he silent and Invisible prenence of
law. It protects our persons and property; It maintains
peace and order, it secures material comfort and prospe¬
rity, It harmonises conflicting Interests and "peaks for
truth and Justice among men. Thus this idea of the
merely human origin of civil government, In what is
called the social compact. Is a moral hindrance In the
way of our destiny us a nation, ami is made use of to
Justify (he secession of 8tat<-s, and thus the dlsintegra
tton of government. If this government is to he per
pctuatcd, and subserve great moral ends, a for higher
view than this must be taken. We must reflogSlse the
nation as an organism.iu various parts not Joined me¬
chanically together, hut permeated with a national life.
We must feel the incalculable Importance to all oar inte¬
rests thai Its authority should be maintained. We must
cherish a patriotism which is Indulgent to Its faults, ho¬
nestly proud of Its excellencies, and ready to die for its
defence. We must feel it to be God's Instrument for the
highest and holiest purposes, and use It and oo operate
with it as such. We are to resist to the last any attempt
at its disruption, in violation of the principles of order
and law, and then we may trust in God that this king
domof peaoe and righteousness will not be taken from
Hi4 and give n to another. The next moral hindrance to
our deetiny aa a nation which I shall notice Is to bo jfound in the false Ideas which prevail in reference to so-
rial reforms In considering this portion of our sub|eet
slso we shall And that It has a direct bearing upon the
difficulties In which we are at present Involved. Going,
thee, at once to the root of the whole matter, we shell
find that thero sre false views very prevalent as to 'he
origin of, and consequently as to the remedy for social
evils. Soclsl .vlls are suppose! to r*eu)t fMn defective

legislation, or i'r< in a want of a harmortous »fljTMt«na>uf tbe rrhiwM of mm-i* ty. Very iieidorn dm slaise-
inan stop to refect that Uwjr ail have their origto mmu uiiil iu tin- dfpritfHy of the buiaan bovt Aodn ^
necessary consequence he mtssea the truB remedy,wl.irb is to bo found uul> ID thai which uvea ." from
mil and purities the heart. I do tt»i of oourse*that laws may not be detective, and that great good maynot be dot.e by their amendment. I do not proposethat i-Ui <Di> a should become preachers of the gospel inorder to remedy social evils. The true mtaaton «t thestatesman is to form the liestByatem of laws be aau Inthe exiting state of intelligence and virtue among i|mpeople. Hut what I do say in, that the reason why weliave social ovilii at all ih because the heart of man to
depraved, and the reason why we do not have less of
thint ib hecr.iiBc, instead of recognising this fast, we
rely [too much upon what arc raited social reforms, sad
too little upon the renovating power of the Gospel.Tlie idea of social reiorm w a very popular
one at tho present day, anil there Is no end to the
schemes tor thin purpose which are suggested. flniae
proceed upon the Idea of the innate rectitude of be-
iuau nature, and that we have only to allow It free de¬
velop*mem, and lbs result will be a perfect state of so-
clfty. The holy name of liberty is invoked to break off
the shackles of restraint, and leave man In every ruspsctperfectly untrammelled and free. Our feeltags sod sysaputhics arc at first likely to be uttrred by aooE principle*
as those. Wo have an Innate love or freedom, whleb
Clves plausibility to such reasonings, until we And b*
itter experience that they prooeed upon a fatse Idea of

tho rcclilude of liio principles of our nature, and thai
too often man, when most free, is least to be trusted.
Men talk sometimes without qualification of the univoraa!
reign of freedom, and wish to shape all tnatttuOons so as
to subserve that result. But manifestly froodom to da
wrong and to injure society is not desirable, and yst ttui
is the use which vast numbers would mako of tho aD-
aenco of restraint. The problem of the wise states
inun la not to remove restraints, but to Hod
out Juki that urn >unt of freedom from restraint
with wihteh the community may be trusted. For free¬
dom is not iD itgeif, without qualification, a thing either
safe or d<stnhic. u is safe and desirable just as it la
adapted in Its degree to the intelligence and virtue of the
people. And sec the truth of what I say when I ask yeawhat would beegme or domestic lies and the interests sC
properly if such Ideas were fully carried out, and all th«
restraints on these points removed to-day? Is It not tins,then, that freedom 1s safe for us only so far a* we kaow
what is right and have the disposition to prxr.ttoe i<f And
what, I ask you attentively to consider Is this, that At
Cospel of Jesus Christ furnishes the only method tT
which, through the eactificalion of the heart, we oaa at¬
tain to a full knowledge of our nuty and a practical d*-,Biro to perform It? We may dismiss at once all scheme*
of social reform as false and delusive which ore no#
baaed, either directly or by Implication, upon the great
fundamental facts of the ilepnivity of man and his re¬
demption through Christ. Kuiro tho tone of Christian
character, and you may bo sure that the rotes of nvai
will be right an<l theli various duties as citizens be faith¬
fully and wisely discharged. Wiifi a deeper sonse of
Christian obligation will rotnn n holier st uidard of th«
duties which devolve upon u. .. cilisona^ Christiana
w U1 reel UlttC In a government ijie ours iney
bo AbfJOlVOd from Um must mwlmjif nuium*ItLill
Ilea and oblig«t..uP » ,
been too much dlvoroH from social rrform, thug |a>-

merely humau basis, ftbU *e have suf-
frif? 80 Much froIU it") corruption and muiaomnto.

Christian i/TT""1 'mo of ">« >ni duties of a
t nr.Btian in to bid country, and |f ho fails to dta.

b*hte .cte ¦¦« ** JrS ciumoI
he OMd not wonder If schemes of reform which bm

r.eJ1«'oot hnak bcoomo the order of Ute day, mk»
work themselves out to their result*. a nractwkL
large-hearted Chrlatlun pair lotl*m la .mp^l«£hr
iV^ir n,ff now in 0,0 settlement of e» biting 4y
lU-u ties But social reforms must not only restupon a

Hnn tt!fn.^IU'v bul 'k'y miwl bo prosecuted in * Chris
r**® P '"' Wucn » spirit hon been conspicuously deficient

tr*,tlng the questions of th<> day. and
t^at great question upon which we are as a

the « ? ?01 tpcMk of """ a8 * JustiflcatMm of
y * portion of the tiocth. It fur-

m . w
Justification. I only speak of it to draw

peBer«?Ul^» ° U"'t eV®" * grPal PrlnciP'e Will, as a
general thing, be unsncewfully maintained, if it m
maintained in an unchristian spirit. I»t me not be

S!".^M. "ytn*(. however, that the prlnoiple of

at^th« Vnr.k i61"^ ?®u "wiutained universally
SLi .

North ln "» "DchrlBtlan spirit. Tho exccX
tlons aro most numerous of those who aro conscien¬
tiously opposed to slavery and desire that It should cease

oyer and wberuvvr it can sarely be brought to an
end, who nevertheless gratefully rocognlso tho Christian
charactor of tho South; and, while tj.nily holding and

le'wlthau^h heir own newfe occasion may roquii* do
It without bitterness and Jn n spirit ot humility utd lh»A
But certainly the most prom.nen' aspect oT?h?£ntJ£
versy has been that of blitorn,^ .nJ har- ^
fruits are such as might reasoiiai iy ts oxo ciod In e«n?
Mderfng this portion of my «ubJo<.t it may bo well ner.

t'b^8^ ,"y, ROI"etUlnK in reference to the position of
the pulpit In regard to questions of social reform

ral°°wJuk!L "nr 8"^ftCt wh,ch rel*tea to tho mo-

Iri. *!, .yo of J"*" *" Inappropriate In the pul¬
pit, and the preacher of tho Gospel cannot be Indifferent
r? 1 fn Prol(ffVM of great measures of reform
Cod will final;v establish on earth a kingdom in which
Justice and holiness shall prevail, and there arc mdlca-
tions that this nation, if she is true to herself ma* hn

{t?itni|h»tl i° ald I'°7erful|y I" accomplishing this ruiult.
Ilut there Is no such thing, we may bo sure, in this re¬

spect, as manifest and irresistible diatlnjr. God will
niako use of us only as we subserve his purposes. I|«

designs which, buUfor ear
m'ght "poadlly have porformod. There ta

an ',l<j<3r? .
proverb, full r| trrth:."The milte of the

gods grind slowly,"aud at. Ai.gustii,e boautifnlly eaprws-
if«aJ» .ld?a wht" b< «*r ib patient, boc«C«
He is H^rnal. t.od In roofly to give us a glorious dratl
ny in 4rry»ng out a noble nytU-Js of Christian progress
and reform j but If we strive to acootnpilsh It by methods
of our own, and lu ways of our own devising, He will
take it from ur and leave as to reap tbe Inevitable eftmta

a ,dUcnM J M<1 rlU- Ye*» thoo«h tenderly loved
and guided our fathers and blessed tbe work of their
hand, He will bruine us with a rod of Iron, lie will
daub us in pieces like a potter's vessel." Wo have thin
considered certain moral hindrances to the fulfilment of

j f natK,n, and have seen how they hava
contributed to involve us In dlfllculties and dangers fev
which ws aro now besot. It is loo late to change any¬
thing, on either side, which has been dono Intlic port
We may summon ourselves to tho performance of
duties in the future. It is that wo may be led to do tjotfa
«ill, as a nation, hereafter, that wo have boon called
together to-day. We come toconfess our miiis, to wjnder
at our Ingratitude when we remember tho unexampled
blessings which <Jod has conferred upon ns, and to Im¬
plore him to avert the judgments which seem about to
burst over our heads. This is a time when it will lie well

L.T ,! seriously to examine our hearts aud ilod out
whether the motives bv which we are influenced m thhf
respe< t. are such as will be pleasing to <iod, and lixpom*
nim to listen favorably to our supplioattons. Why to It
that we wish this Union to bo preservedy Is It that our
nationa1 pride may bo gratlll. <Vt Is It because It fur-
.. w_

w " conveniences for amassing wealth* to

«r 1^^!"'* We rtmr U>**',a ll,# hurricane and eartlMioake
Of civil war, our p<«sesaions will be wrecked? If m
have no higher motives than those, or if thesa are most
promint nt m oiw hearts, our prayors this day have ore

^ . < ^rf' <.iod' He wulh'',, to see us tilled with
solicitU'ie*,,-tf»o Interests of truth and bolinew.fear

wuhlSL^lft!? m,«hl,|y P" "vail.and strIving
Tr rhHa»^r^f*'rgy/,f our f«r the building ut»
of Christ s ktogriom of peace and righteoiisnexs in thia

. .Ttl hi""" * ,n m that npirit alone that we can %o-
coptably pray that our beloved Union may be pre-

ns to0<,L, ,k' i8.0,,r BPlm> il Wl» "Ot bo difficult for

be .ll l'^T'1'0!! whM:h *0' M «*rl»ti^s, "b.mld
be w llirg to take in th« seltl.m. nl of theee dllbcultK*.
*or this is no subject with which wc have nothing to
do. Kvery eiuien should .n leavor to have an en¬
lightened view of it, and thus help to make up that

hna'l'i v lv'.P. eelri«thy irWh<CK Whote "Jetton must

1. i ' 'f w* have a disposition lu thnik fair
ly mid IsiMejustly in this matter, we are bound to «u
dcavor, as far as possible with our Northern prep.«ses-

tlXs,',,^i,Uta7'"ltt*,,d "P11 »PPr<" "He the view which, In
the South Is taken of this subject. Bach ui endeavor
would lca«l, perhaps, to moto kln-ily and charitable feel-
ii gs on our part, and aid a favorable solution of the .liill
ctiity. I iM*o n^» rea» n to chanKo the sroan/i taken -m

Siflirnfnt Day.that tho exigency .itman.tM tho

t m i J L' ',2 °U.r 5"w'' "t "ur cunstitut|.mai obdga-
ttoiiiLas Interpreted by the constttullonal trib moJ an<l
In a frank anu generous spirit towards the gOntli l' kiv
tho exigoncy demands.I m«un, rathor, thatMmMni.
iy ofany 1 xlgency, honor and justice .leuuui'l it. Thut
we are bounu to do.uo less no more. <nhct 0 ucevlotw,
|l they are to be nuufi?, aro to he ma<?e( not
b can«e tnej are due as a right but are U>
bo granted as a Tavor. Tho Koutb bos a claim

. .
r,'"lllncDl *>f ooustitulKiual obligations,

*°'1andJYaternal treatment She has no other
c.aim than Una. The Houth should be aabutneU Ui anli
any unmanly cous.-ssions, any aacriOco at principle on&r*rl2*N0rl1' "7 «'vlu« "P«f the inatv nabkj

^
"P'r<;h aud a free pr.ss, awl tbe .Vorth

should be ashamed to yield any such concessions if

. V. v" PrWe ot insistency should pre

2<nt the Noith from doing what Is jnst and right, even
should it lores her to retrace her steps. I7». <V»ith
sboul.l not bssitate to acknowle.igo that tn tho heat of

pMfttoi) Mie had acted indiscreetly and no return xtodly
to her duty and alb-fiance. There is one favorable f«a-
ture in this case, which lac 11 latex the settlement of One
difflcultv, and that is, that the questions to be sett.'ed re-

late to tbe construction to be pot upon our constitutional
obligations. Hits may rslk-vo tho case very much In tas
view of that large class of persons at tbe North <-m*rac
lug. as it does, many men of ibe highest intelligent and
Piety, who regard slavery m and of itself as a *in. Tbe
.North Is free of all responsibility in reference to
slavrr wherever It is permitted by the oooatltultoo:
and when that Is once settled, the South has no res-
son to complain, and the conscience of the North remiitn
undisturbed, foil one thing allonM be distinctly >ind< r

stood by those who wish to involve the satire 'with in
the attitude of rebelllob, and that is, that it will not do
to presume too far upon tile peaceful temper and for¬
bearance of tbe other portsms of the republte. We Ismid
pray this day that we may be rea.lv to do everj thing
thar «od would approve to evert the miseries of civil
war Hut ther- is a point beyond which God, we reverent
ly believe, would not 1st us go Tho cauae of psace Itsetf
will not permit ua to conseut to the forcible disruption of
thto I nion. We 1e§e all our power and influence (w sood
when we permit that, rbere is . dear .ndor
standing here of the unspeakable horrors of civil war.
We 'Ireed it and shrink from It mors than It Is possible
U> express No set which can in boner and tisUon be
done to prevent It shall bs left undone. But ws knoss
no fear, and if the issue is forced upon us by xn tm-

rrative duty wbloh wo cann« resist, we Mill meet
In bitter tears fsr our dlsf raeto.1 country| bat with a

calm and solemn sternness, as of those who onsheath the
sword for the defence of their firesides and for tbe cause

of Cod. But oh no, it cannot, cannot be. H la loo un

natural to be contemplated for a moment. Are we not
one people, Inh.b ting one vast and glorious terrlterr,
the most magn!Hc 'ot her I'age of any nation on earuif
Dors not nature beraelf, In a thousand tones, counsel
to peacef Do not the *we«t fcirds Wing their way each
year from north to south, and from south tocorth, and
warble in th« quiet morning their poacsfiil notes' Do
not our majestic rivers kiss peasefully each sater HUto
as they flow gently by oB Ui- ir eelrn progress to the
«oa> I*o not tlie same vas< ranges of mo intaina stand an

rOOVTINPKD ON EIGHTH FAGX.)


