
.aboarae tho huftory of the various shoaks.if such they
¦*) ba termed.which Um government baaMm com¬

pelled to exp«ri«nce in arriving at its present stage of

fseaperlty. Such is the object of the following article.

IV flrsl

THE ARMY PLOT.
This waa a -onspiraoy that occurred in the year 1783.

IV War of Independence, which for sevss long years had

m-iBbed i«earth with mercUeaa tread the energy and in-

dmrtfj of the American people, had terminated, peace
was about being declared, aa l the three cities occupied
tj British troops were evacuated.Savannah ia July, New
Tort mi November and Charleston in December of the

aanre jwr. Although the atrug|Ie had thai keen brought
to a tnumrhsnt istue by the UnKed States, yet the cot*

try was uapoverlebed to the taat degree. The govern¬
ment had incurred a ddbt of Torty millions of do!tare,
besides twenty millions incurred by tho icdividual states.

Thxatlon could not yield a tltfcs of the amount demanded

through it, and in 1782, of eight millions of dollars called

.or by the government, only four hundred and twenty
thousand dollars were obtained. Much of the

.e*rMory had bssu laid waate, oemmeroo wae nearly
aaafiliated, and the circulating medium had become
at utterly worthless that, by a decree of OongresB, 1U
¦motions were terminated. Added to thii, an army of
ten thousand men wore large creditors to Congrcaa, their
pay being greatly la arrears. They had been promised
prompt liquidation at the cloee ef the war; but ae crip,
plrd waa the government in Ha pcoaniary affairs that Jus-
tiee to the brave soldiers In this particular wan out of
the qiH«tk>n. Many feared an open iasurrecUon, and per-
bapa a civil war, when orders ahould be given for dls-
l»ajxl;i,g the army; for starring men, with arms In their

^ere Quite likely to help themselves. Events
which immediately preceded the act of disbanding
threatened to realiae these ream.

i» October, 1789, Congress had passed an act granting
half pay for life after the close of the war;but nine 8tat<>s
had omtUcd to ratify this grant, and it was in danger of

becoming a dead letter. The ofUcers, many of whom had
..haunted their private fortunes in the service of the

.ountry, petitioned that the hair pay for life should
he changed to full pay for live years, and that
Ihe arrearages should be paid. This reasonable

request waa not Immediately complied with by
OMgrtcs, and indications were apparent in tho
Mmp at Newburg of the approaching evil.
¦her® were some among the officers who ascribed the

tocfllciency of the government to its republican form. In

Mm .midst of those gloomy forebodings Washington re¬

solved a letter from I/swi* Nicol*. an old anil highly re¬

spectable colonel of the Pennsylvania line, but a foreigner
hy birth, proposing the establishment of an independent
monarchy, and intimating the desire of the army to

make the Commander in-Cbief King. How many officers
mere concerned in this intjigue is not known, but it
Serves to show that the then popular dread of a stand-
lag army was not without foundation. To this
letter Washington made quick reply, sternly rebuking tho
writer. He declared that no event duriug the war had
given him so much pain; that he was at a loss to con¬

ceive what part of his conduct had given encouragement
to such an address; avowed his earnest desire to liavo
Justice done tbe army, and his firm adherence to repub¬
lican principles, and concluded:."Lot me conjure you
then, ir you have any regard for your country, concern
mr yourself or posterity, or respect for me, to banish
these thoughts from your mind, and never communi-
.ate, as from yourself or any one else, a sentiment
.f the like nature." How pure and lofty wu
the patriotism of that chief, who, at the head of a d"
vntod army and at the pinnacle of general popularity,
«cud thus repel a proffered crowa, and so iadijrnantiv
Mbuke the man who held it up to view.

neglect of (oogress to provide for their wants pro-
oucm a violent ferment among the officers, and through
j** whole army became excited to a degree that

¦jtaaalsed to result In coercive measures. In the midst of
this ferment an anonymous notice for a meeting of the gene¬
ral and field officers and a commissioned officer from each
company was circulated in the ramp at Newburg, accom¬
panied with a very energetically written letter or addrms
nsmplaining of their great hardships, and asserting that

Jhcjr country, instead of relieving them, trampled upon
theurrlghts, disdained their cries and insulted their dls-

Fortunately, Washington was in the camp, and with
his usual prompters and wisdom called a general meet¬
ing of all the officers in place of the Irregular one. He
¦BMe a short speech, in which he appealed to the patriot-
Mm and good sense of the officers, entreating them to
rely on the justice of Congress, and stigmatizing the
Meeyroous addrerses as pro!,ably the work of some
mrttiah emissary whose object waa disgrace to the army
and ruin to the country lie then rotired.and left the
meeting to its own deliberations. No one arose to coun
mnct tbe effect of this speech.
^
A committee appointed for that purpose, of which

¦¦SB, one of Washington's tlrmest adherents, was chair¬
man, reported a aeries of resolutions oppressing "tin
¦haken confidence In the justice of Congress," and "«.>
¦Cffence and disdain'' of the Inffcmous propoial of the late
anonymous addresses. The malcontents were totally
..ooneerted, and these resolutions were unanimously

Washington wrote iaimediately to Congress with great
¦rgency and feeling upon the subject, and that b »iy

Ceatly agreed to ooma>u»c >ne ntlf pay for life into
year*'full pay In one gross sum, certificates to be

msMMl for tbe amount to bear interest at six per cant
Tbiameasure, hardly more popular thin the half pay
Hnelf, was loudl) condemned by the legislatureof Mis
anchusetis.

Tberefc>rsvailed, Indeed, throughout New England a
. atrong fee ing against tbe whole scheme of extra pay
¦annwhile, the preliminary treaty arrived in Araerija."
Mmi the army could not be safely disbanded so long as the
Wttlah continued to bold NewTTork, Congress pronounced
toe engagements of the men enlistsd for the war to

binding till the treaty of peace waa definitely ratified
¦w»ere. however, were issued for granting furloughs or
¦¦charges at the discretion of the Commander in Chief,
¦odthe lines of Maryland and Pennsylvania were or-
¦cred to march to their respective States. Three months'

Cy was to be furnished to tbe furloughed soldiers; and
ejr were also to keep their armsand accoutrementa as an

ntra allowance. The amount, however, waa not forth-
Qtoung, owing to tbe continued depression in the finances

Jf country, and at these preparations for disbanding
toe army while their dues still remained unsettled
symptoms of uneasiness again msde their appearance

°m°®rs in the camp at Newburg. Some delay
Which occurred in preparing the notes for tbe three
.'U» pof 'oo *0 » humiliating insult to Congreaa. A

. or Pennsylvania soldlery.some three biin-
»n number.lately arrived from the Southern

^ 'k ST*' ."'eB of "»"«>-

- y y«. iend'nK an insolent letter to COn-
f**** . 3o?l> * port of the corps stationed at
faannMar took up their line of march for Philadelphia
¦adjarriving there, beseiged for three hours the doorsoi
y** Bouse, in which 0»ngrem wa« In aessi.^n send
tog in demands for immediate payment. Uragrem sent
mard to Washington of tbe revolt, and, disgusted at tb»
¦to<u it ef the F'enna/lvanla Oauncil in not calling out
too militia of the State to suppress it, adjourned to
rttoreton. New Jersey. Washington promptly sent
Mtcen hundred men to Philadelphia, and the revolt was
tormmated at once, several of the mutineers being tried
hy oourt martial and sentenced to be shot. All h»w-

w'-r* Prweotly psrikmed, snd, the government
toHltag their arresrsges, ao fuHhcr diBcuhy waa expcrl
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PITAY8 REBELLION.1786-7.
Kits second outbreak occurred in Massachusetts la

ltM T. The General Court had voted ruetorn* and or>M
Mid for producing a revenue sufficient to meet the in-

iMit on tbe rum debt; but it was also n<v ossary to
¦Mt the lnaUlmente of tbe principal, and to make some

raaponse to the repeated requisitions of Congress The
«md State tax amounted to nearly » million of dollars,
¦ad mu; of tlie former* bad fallen bebind^ln their pay.
¦rat* They were encumbered besides with private
ttohto, to whlrb law costs were added. County eonven.

ttan celled to complain of the gr'evauoM tod been fol¬
lowed .n Worcester and tbe ronntiee wcet of It by armed
¦ill, which prevented tbe sitting of tbe eourta.

Tbe real difficulty, however, wss the poverty nod ox

hauetk.n of the country consequent upon the war, tbe
want of a certain aiid remunerative market for tbe pro¬
fane of tbe farmer. and the depression of domestic manu-

feotorea by competition rrom sbroad. But, as often hap-
peaa In such oases, the popular mtnd glanced only at the
anrface The grlsvsnces prli clpally dwelt upon were

tbsfextortions of theflswvers, the aristocratic character
of the Senate, the high salary of the Governor, the
assaioes of tbe Ceneral Court In Boston, tbe refusal to inane
paper money, and especially the recent grant of " supple
.eatery funds," In the shape of specific taxes oon-eded to

nsBgressJ la addition to tbe proposed federal impost,
Ma means of paying tbe Interest m the federal debt,
fc fcis emergency certain artfal, rsetless individuals,
*>ch m always step forth on such occasions for the sake
of a litu aotoriety, came forward to inflame public dla-
ae«n*Bt »t»t to flatter popular detwtons. *e example of
.he Rev«>iut*n so lately scoomplished naturally enough

»«ed anMg to aims and the overthrow of the
.Blstlng Slate g^ernment as an appropriate means Mr
the reartdy of toe^) rtn,
Hie ssme^idess availed also in tbe neighboring¦Utes. 4*11y a year o. two before an armed mob had

¦nrroundod the W*lai re in session at pcxeter, New¦Mtptbire. aad demanded . remission of taxes snd an

li«gie]at|jse had r*ferr<?anee^wldShs« vote had heea Jakfn. TbTgZZi
r^in'r^l^T"' "CC6M"1 ,n ^"in« «S

y*,n 14 *«wct «sette,.e* Brmriola . ailed a #f*cltf nessian * the UeneraiCourt. An attempt was sshrie to satisfy tb* malcontentshy j ialdtog to se-reral of thoir demands Acts wore
passed ihar.intehloj the legal easts of the eo'K* ofdebts aad allowiag the pnyaent of bach taisa and of
private deh«e la oertala artlrlee of prodnre. But .^e
thsae acta did aet seem to allay the public agiut on, theMvernor railed out the militia to prolfct the sr#»d qs ofth' r um* ia the outheni coui 'ies. flaM

This oonditlsa of a**irs in Massachusetts MtnoMtkt
?ory serious attenttofc of Congress. Itwm feared that the
malcontents, wht irere very numerous 1» the«nMn part
of the 8ut«, m%ht seize the arms in the federal arsenal
at Springfield «od muster in sufficient force to overturn
the government. Under pretence of railing troops to act
agauttt the Northwestern Indiana, Congress voted to enlist
thirteen hr.udred men to sustain the Bute Of Massachu¬
setts. A special requisition of about half a million of dol¬
lars wns made upon the Surtee for Um sup¬
port of these troops, on the credit of which a loan
was authorised, it being understood that some wealthy
men ¦of Boston would advance the money. The insurrec¬
tion, however, had already broken out before these
troops could be raised.

Daniel Shays, late a captain in the Continental army,
on the 6th of December, 1780, took possession of Wor¬
cester, and effectually prevented the session of the Su¬
preme Court in that town. At the head of another
smaller body he repeated the same operation at Spring¬
field; but beyond preventing the sessions of the courts
these insurgents do aot seem to have had any fixed plan.
Governor Bowdoln at once called out four thousand
militia to serve for thirty days, under the command of
General Lincoln, the necessary means to sustain which
troops in the field were obtained by loan in Boston.

In the depth of one of the severest of winters, on the
19th of January, 1787, the quotas of the eastern counties
assembled at Boston, whence they marched to Worcester,
on their way to Springfield, to relieve General Shepard,
who was guarding the federal arsenal there, at the bead
of a small body of western militia. The maloontents
had appeared in that neighborhood to the number of near
two thousand men, in three bodies, under three different
leaders, of whom Shays was the principal, the others
being Luke Day and £11 Parsons, from the district
west of the river. Shays demanded iwesesalon of the
arsenal, and approached from Wilbraham to take it.
Shepard pointed some pieces of cannon at the advancing
column, and when the insurgents persisted In approach¬
ing be gavs the order to fire. The first discharge was over
their heads, and when the pieces were levelled at their
ranks a cry of "murder" arose from Shays' men, who
then broke and lied in oonfuslon, leaving three killed
and one wounded.

I'pon IJnceln's approach, ths next day, the insur
gents retroated towards Amherst. They were fol¬
lowed, but made good their retreat to Pelbam.
where they took post on two high hills, almost
inaccessible by reason of the snow. The weather was

very severe, and Lincoln turned aside at Hadley to put
his troops under cover. Negotiations ensued. The In¬
surgents offered to disperse on condition of a general par¬
don; but Lincoln had no authority to make such a pro¬
mise. While this negotiation was still pending the in¬
surgents, hard pressed for provisions, broke up their
camp and retreated to Petersham, on the borders of
Worcester county. As soon as Lincoln was Informed of
this movement, at six o'clock the same evening, be
started in pursuit. Pushing on all night through a driv¬
ing northeast snow storm, he accomplished a march
of forty miles, one of the most remarkable ou

record, and entered Petersham the next morning, to the
utter astonishment of the insurgents, of whom one hun¬
dred and fifty were mado prisoners. The rest, having
bad a few minutes' warning, fled hastily by the northern
road. Most of the leaders escaped into New Hamp¬
shire. The insurgents east of the Connecticut being thus
dispersed, Llnooln moved Into Berkshire, the extreme
western county, where the malcontents were still more
numerous.
Meanwhile the General Court had been called together

a declaration of rebellion was put forth, and the neigh¬
boring States were called upon to assist in arresting
and dispersing the insurgents who lurked in their
borders, whence they made plundering incursions
into Massachusetts, proceeding even so far as to kidnap
some of their most obnoxious opponents. About eighty
of these plunderers from New York, after an attack on
Stockbridge, were intercepted by as many militia on tho
road, and an action ensued, in which two wore killed and
thirty wounded. New Hampshire, Connecticut and New
York responded promptly to the requestor Massachu-
setts, but Vermont and Rhode Island were more
backward. Seme of the leaders lied to Canada.
The trouble was finally setttled in this manner:.A free

pardon, »n laying down their arms and taking the oath of
allegiance, was offered to all who had served
among tho insurgents as privates merely or
as non-oommisiioned officers, with deprivation,
however, for three years of the right to vote, to serve
as jurymen, or to be employed as schoolmasters, inn¬
keepers or retailers of ardent spirits. The active leadors
taken were subject to the decision or a commission ap¬
pointed for tbeir disposal, or those taken and tried, four
teen wore found guilty of treason and sentenced to death.
Many others were convicted of sedition. None, how¬
ever, were executed. Indeed, the punishments inflicted
and the terms imposed by the commission above men

tinned, of whom seven hundred and ninety persons took
the benefit, were in general very moderate. Harsh meas¬
ures would not have been safe. At least a third of the p'>pu
lation weie thought to sympathize more or less with the
Insurgents, and even the slight penalties imposed were
not indicted without serious opposttiua. At the ensuing
general election the prevalence of these sentiments be
came very apparent. The energetic Bowdoln was dropped
snd Hancock reinstated as Governor, while many of those
who had been most zealous against the Insurgents lost
tbeir places in the General Court. Thus was happily ter¬
minated difficulties which at one tine wore the most
threatening aspcct, and seemed about to result in the
overthrow of one of the sovereign!it* which it had cost
so much blood and treasure to establish.

THE WHISKEY INSURRECTION.1791-2-3-4.
According to the calculations, In 1790, of Alexander

Hamilton, then the Secretary of the Treasury, there was

required, to meet the charges growing out of the assump
tion of the State debts, an additional annual revenue of
$820,000. This sum he proposed to raise by an increase
nfth* duties on imported spirits, and a tax by way of
excise on those produced at home. Accordingly, In
1701, Congress enscted laws imposing upon all imported
spirits a duty varying from twenty to forty cents a gal
km. The excise to be collected on domestio spirits
varied, with their strength, from nine to twenty five
cents per gallon on those distilled from grain, and from
eleven to thirty cents when the material was molasws or

,*>er imported product, thus allowing a considerable
«i».*riminatiou in favor of the exclusively home pro
duct. ,

For the collection or these duties cacta State w«s made
an.inspection district, with its supervisor, and each dis¬
trict was subdivided into surreys of inspection, each
with its inspector. All distillers mere required to enter
their distilleries at the nearest office of inspection, with
. complete description of all the buildings, which build¬
ings were te be subject to the constant examination of an
Inspector appointed for that purpose, who was to gunge
and brand the casks, the duties to be paid before the re¬
moval of the spirits from the distillery. But to save the
expense and trouble to both parties of this constant over¬

sight, the small country stills not situated in any town or

village were to pay an annual rate of sixty cents per gal-
lou on tin- capiclty of the still. All casks containing
spirits not properly branded and certified were liable to
forfeiture.
From the very commencement of the operation

of these laws combinations wero formed in the
four western rouuties or Pennsylvania to MM
them, and violent acts were repeatedly committed. Tiio
Insurgents followed, as they supposed, the example of
the American Revolution in opp:*ing an excise law. TOs
tilling was then considered a reputable bus ue?s, an t it is
said that to Pennsylvania alone the number of prlrato
stills wss not less than Ave thousand. Ilyc, their princi¬
pal crop, was too bulky to transport across the moun¬
tains, and, having no market for It. they were ohllgnd to
convert It into the more easily transported article of
whiskey, which wss their principal item to pay for their
¦sit, sugar and iron. They had cultivated their lands
for years at the peril of their lives, with
little or no protection from the federal government, and
when at last they were enabled to raise a little surplus
grain to meet tbeir expenses or living, they were encoun¬
tered with a law which forbade them doing as they
pleased with the rru'ts of their labors. In efect It was
as bad as a governme nt tax on wheat would be at the pre¬
sent day to the Western farmer,
Tbe indignation of the people was consequently univer¬

sal. Public meetings were held, composed of the most
Inflsential map, denouncing the law, ant resolutions

S«d reef nfR. ndlng the public to treat all persons hold
ths office cf collector of the tsx with contempt Thny

wore consequently subjected to all sorts of indignities.
Tn Feptemler 1701, Robert Johnson, the Collector for Al¬
leghany and Washington, waMwny laid, his hair cutoff, and
be was tarred and feathered. Tbe nextmonth a m*n named
Wilson was Men from his hod by persons in disguise.
Milled several miles to a blasksmith's shop, stripped
naked burned with a red hot Iron, ani ooversd with a
ooat of tar and fastbars. Others met with similar treat
ment.
m May, 17M. Congress passed material modifications to

the law. but all to no purpose. Tbe exoltement Inerseoed,
and not only were collector*VMM with violence, but
also tbnos distillers who compiled Witt the law. Darns
wore burned, booses torn down, and dAh throatsnsd to
those who should discloss the names of ths adversaries
of tbe law. Ho strong was ths public feeling that one
word in fkvor of the act was enough to ruin any man. It
wss considered a badge of toryism. No cWrvman,
physician, lawysr or merchant was sustained by the
people unless bis seotimsats accorded with tboee of the
community.

In Joly, 1TM, steps wore taken by the gov¬
ernment to enforce the oollection of the sxi ise Thir¬
ty warrants wore issued sgalsst distillers, which the
Marshal of tbe district undertook to serve. Be snooeod-
ed with twenty nlno of them, but as hs wss going, In
company with (Jen. Neville, the Inspector of the dletrlct,
to serve the thirtieth, they were Intercepted by a partyof armed men, who Bred upon them and compelled them
t« fly for their lives. The nest morning, July 16, Ne¬
ville's house, in ths vicinity of Pittsburg, wst attacked
by a party of forty or ssoro. Is expectation of some such
violence the windows had been barricaded. Neville's ne¬
groes and other servaats had bean armed, and the assail
ants were repulsed with the loss of six men wounded, and
oas of them mortally. Anticipating further trouble, the
General Immediately obtained a detachment of
eleven men from the neighboring garrison
of Fort Pitt to assist him in defending himself sod pro¬
perty. the next moraine the assailants appesred, Ove
hundred strong, led by one John HotoreTt, who, under
the sssnmsd name of "Tom, tbe Tinker," had been deeply
concerned to stirring on previous outrages against officers
who attempted to snJhroo ths law, and distillers who
wero disposed to submit to It. On ths approach of this
tame Neville eaaaped from the house, leaving his kms-
msn, Major Fltnpotrtek, to make sash defeoos or aapltu
tattoo as might be deemed expedient. The surrender of
Neville wss demanded, and, on toMmatlon that he wet
gone, tbe admission of six men to ssnreh the bonne for
the papers connected with his office, this being refused,
a flag WSS sent for ths »snn to leave ths houee,
soon after which the attack wss .emmenced. Mel »r

lans, one of tbe directors of the enterpriss, wss
kill<'1, and several ether of tbe assailants wounded, but
they succeeded In firing the outhosees, and as ths flames
threatened to spresd, the garrison, throe of whom had
been wounded, were compelled to surrender. The men
were dismissed without injury, but aH the buildings wers
purned to tbe ground. Tbe next day a mssesge «se lent
l^» nMrntf, sbem the Inspector and marshal bod

taken refuge, requiring oh to resign his office MdUM
other to give up the warrants in ok possession. This
they refmsed to AS, and u there wu a probability at an
attack upon then there, they male good their esoape
down the river to Marietta, and thence aet out over land
(or Philadelphia.

After this Insubordination everywhere prevailed. All
law was disregarded; peaceable members of the commu¬
nity became obnoxiMa to the mob and their adherent*;
the mall was boldly robbed and disclosed letters which
added new victims to the lawless rage; a summons to
the militia by the leaders of the insurgents drew toge¬
ther not less than seven thousand men. Colonel Cook,
gne of the Judges of Fayette county, was chosen Presi¬
dent of this armed assembly. Albert Gallatin was ap¬
pointed Secretary, and a ¦»"» named Bradford assumed
the character of M^Jor General, and reviewed the
troops. Many outrages were committed. The design
was entertained of taking possession of Fort Pitt, but
for some reason it was not carried out, and, in fact, a

reign of terror seemed to hare been oompletely estab¬
lished.
News of these evenU soon reached Washington and his

Cabinet. Tho State authorities of Pennsylvania de¬
clining to take the initiative In the matter, the President
resolved to assume the responsibility himself.
A proclamation was put forth requiring those opposers

of the law!to desist, and a requisition was issued to the
Governors of Pennsylvania, New Jersey, Marylani and
Virginia, for a body of 18,000 men, raised afterwards to
16,000. The Insurgent counties oould bring into ths field
about 16,000 lighting men.
The movement of the troops was fixed for the 1st of

September. Meanwhile Commissioners were appointed
to arrange with the loaders of the faction an effectual
submission to the laws. These proceeded to tho Infected
district,and various meetings were held, Id which the
subject was fully discussed, but without arriving at any
definite conclusion, and the Commissioners, aftor
experiencing a series of personal insults, returned
to 1'hiladelphla. The next day, September 34, Washing¬
ton gave orders for ths advance of the troops.
This news soon produced the desired result. Chlmer
thoughts ensued, and a Convention was held at Parkin¬
son's Ferry, in wnlch resolutions of submission to tho
law were for the first time adopted. Some blood was
shed In the final settlement by the rebels coming in con¬
tact with tho militia; but after due season, tho Com¬
mander-In-Chief, Governor Lee,of Virginia, having Issued
a proclamation of amnesty to all thoso entitled to H, ths
re establishment of the law became complete. Many
prisoners were made, but only two were found guilty of
capital offbnee 8.one of arson and the ether of robbing
the mail.both of whom, from some palliating circum¬
stances. were ultimately pardoned by the President.
A body of twenty-live hundred men under General Mor¬

gan remained through the winter encamped in the
district; but, order having been restored, these were dis¬
charged and returned to tholr homes in the spring.

THE ALIEN AND SEDITION LAWS-1798.
The next great excitement which pervaded the United

States was during the Administration of John Adams, and
grew out of the passage of the famoss Alien and Sedition
laws. The French Revolution had .igst reached its high¬
est point cf delirium, and the people of this country
were divided in the sentiments they entertained for the
course pursued by France. Mr. Adams wished to preserve
a neutrality, but found this impossible. The Amerioan Mi¬
nister bad been expelled from the republic, and new orders
had been Issued for depredations upon American com¬

merce. An army was raised, and though there was no ac¬

tual declaration of war, hostilities commenced on the ocean
between the two nations. Several French frigates were

taken, with great loss, and it is estimated that not less
than three hundred private American vessels wore armed
for self-defence and the purpose of privateering. The
French government and people were surprised at these
hostile demonstrations of the United States, and Napo¬
leon having come Into power, a disposition was mani¬
fested to recede from the offensive position which had
been assumed. Commissioners were again appointed en

behalf of the two governments, and tho difficulties were

finally adjusted.
During this period, however, the people of the United

States were convulsed with excitement.
The greater part of the Immigrants to this oountrjr

since tho adoption of the federal constitution had been
either Frenchmen driven thither by their political opi¬
nions, or Englishmen, Scotchmen and Irishmen who had
expressed ultra republican doctrines, and brought to
America a furious hatred of their own government and
institutions and hearty good wishes for republican Franoe.
A large number of these were desperate and violent men,
whose chief idea of freedom seemed to be the unrsatrain
ed indulgence of thsir own fierce para ions and hatred*.
These strongly sympathized with the ultra democratic
party, and having obtained by naturalization the rights
of citizenship, they led off among the mo<t vindictive
opponents of the national administration. Home of them
became candidates, and this raised the question whether
the government of the country ought not to bo in the
hands of native citizens.
Many propositions were made with this view, it being

thought necessary, as a pert of the system of defence thou
under consideration, to vest a power somewhere to Bond
oat of the country such foreign residents as might be
¦MM of ro operating with external enemies.

To provide against this contingency three bills were
pawed. The flrat was an amendmont to tho naturaliza¬
tion act, extendlrg the previous residence to fbucleen
years, and requiring live years previous declaration df in¬
tention to become a citizen. A register was also kept of
all all* ns resident in the country.
A MMM act, limited to two years, pave the President

authority to order out of the country all such aliens as be
might doem dangerous to the peace and safety of tbs
I'd ited Stat <g.
By a third act, in case of declaration of war ail natives

or citizens of the hostile nation were liable to be appre
bended or removed.
The Sfcma of these, which became familiarly knowu

as the -'Alien act," was vigorously opposed: nnd, though
neither of (he three was ever carried into Offset*two or
three shiploads of Frenchmen took the hint and left the
country.
Meanwhile the warlike measures growing ont of the

fears of a rupture with Franc e.to which we have refer
red.were vigorously pushed forward. Pending their

Kress, on the 26th or June, 1T98, Mr. IJoyd, of Mary-
introduced in the Senate a bill to define more pre

cltely the crime of treason, and to define and punish the
crime of sedition. As originally intiodnoed the first sec¬
tion of the bill declarod the people of Franco to be the
enemies of tho United States, and adherence to them as
treason, punishable with death
The fourth section provided for punishing by fine and

imprisonment any person who, by writing, printing or
speaking, should attempt to justify the hostile govern
ment ot the French or to defame the laws of the United
States, by any seditious or inflammatory declarations
tending to induce a belief that the government or any of
Its officers were infiuenoed by motives hostile to the con
Btitution or to the liberties of the people. In passing
through tbe Senate and House, however, the bill experi¬
enced several imporfMt modifications, and, so finally
carried, provides as follows.First, that it Is a
high misdemeanor, punishable by fine, not exceed-
iog five thousand dollars, for any persons to con
spire against tbe government of the United States
to impede the operation of the law, or to commit, advise
or attempt to prooure any Insurrection, rlst, unlawful as
sembly or combination. Tbe second section subjected to
a fine not exoeedlng two thousand dollars the publishing
of any falne, scandalous or malicious writings against the
government of the United States, or either house of Con-

Bess, or the President, with intent to defame them or
Ing them in disrepute, or to excite a~i^mst th<'in the

hatred of the people of tbe United States, or to stir up
sedition, or to excito any unlawful combination for op¬
posing any law of tbe I'nlted Stales, or to encourage any
hostile designs of any foreign nation against tbe I 'nlted
States. The act was to ootitinuo In force until March, 1801.
There were ^ this period two hundred newspapers

published in tbs United States. One hundred and seven
ty or eighty were In fovor of tbe federal administration,
while of the balance, opposed to moot of tho leading
measures then adopted, a greater portion were under the
control of aliens. These exercised an individual influence
over tbe minds of tbelr readers sven greater than that of
tho much abler journals of our own times, and aa a politi¬
cal agent in the hands of the statesmen of the time, then
played an important part in the a flairs of the young re¬
public.

In examining the character and policy of this sedition
act, It must be taken into consideration that it was mere¬
ly a temporary eoo, passed at a moment of ibrfttened
war, and when the government was assailed In print
wtth a malice scarcely paralleled before or tlnoe.publi¬cations principally mads by foreign refugees. Party
spirit was at this time fast rising to tho pitch of civU
war, and to tbs sncited minds of the fsdersJIet* the oon-
duet of tbe oppeetlton began to appear oven more repre¬
hensible than that of tbe toriwe of the Revolution. In some
parte of tbe country the apposition to the Allen and Sedt
tlen laws wss very great and in Kentucky and Virginia
the legislatures declared them to be groas and direct in¬
fractions of the constitution, and appealed to the other
States to join in urging their repeal.or la tho language of
a letter from John Taylor, or Virginia, one of the domi¬
nant leaders of the oppoaltloa, 'to estimate the seperate
mass of Virginia and North Carolina, with a view to their
separate existence." Jefferson, however, to whom thia
letter bad been shown, suggested to Tkylor some reaaooe
why thia Idea should sot he pushed. "It la true," be
wrote, "that we are eompletefy under tbe saddle of Mas
sacbusetts and Connecticut, and that they ride tin very
hard, croellp, Inaultlng our feelings, ae well aa si
hausthg our strength and subsistence. Their
natural friends.the three other Eastern fttatee.
Join ibem from a sort of family pride, and they have tbe
art to divide certain other parts of the Union, so an to
make use of them to govern the whole. But they are
circumscribed within such narrow limits thst tbelr num¬
bers will ever be the minority, and they are marked, like
tbs Jsws, with such a perversity of character aa to con¬
stitute from that circumatence the {natural division of
paittee. A little patience, and we shall nee tbe reign of
wHcbeepese over, their spells dissolved and tbe reco¬
vering of their true might and reatorlng the government
lo Its true principles."
The pitch of excitement to which the country had ar¬

rived may be estimated from another letter by >Hereon,
in which be declares it to bs "a singular phenomenon
that, while our Bute governments are tbe very beet la
tbe world without exception or comparison, oar general
government bee, tn the rapid course of nine or ten ysars,
become mem arbitrary sad has swallowed np more of
the public liberty than even that of Kbglend." It wan
under the Influence of feelings iiks these that Jefferson
prepared the original draft of what are known as the
"Beeol ilions of 1TM,'' referred to abovs as having been
introduced in the Kentucky legislature.
The eilginai draft began with a rreohttlon that tbe (fed¬

eral government is a compact between the Slates, ea
Mates, by which is created a general government for
special purposes, each State reserving to Itself the
residuary mess of power and right, and that,
as In ether cases of compact hvtweea parties,
having no common judge each party ban an equal rlsbt
»n Jot ge for Itielf, ae well of :sfNkii<>n* as of the mode
sad mcflsurg of rfdessa. Then foUrned f \t resolutions,

sraoUoally applytag to the acta of Mm laat OMgr.
ihia alleged rtgnt or tha states to Ja4(e of Infractions
and their reaaedy, not merely M a Matter of opinion,
but officially and oouatitutnoiially «a partiea to the com-

and aa the foundation of important legislation,
^¦e three acta were severally to punish counterfeiters
of bills of the United 8Utee Bank, the Sedition law and
the Alien law.all of which, for various reaaona assigned,
were successively pronounced "not law, but altogether
void and of no force." The Senator* and member* of
Kentucky were directed to lay theee resolutions before
the two houses of Congress, and the Governor waa also in¬
structed to transmit the resolutions to the Legislatures of
lbe several States, to whom an earnest appeal waa made
for a concurrence with Kentucky in requesting tbe repealof the obnoxious law* and declaring them void and or no
force. Thia waa the shape in which, with only two or
three dissenting vote*, the resolutions passed the Ken¬
tucky Legialature, on the 14th of November, 1708.
A few weeks after, on the 24th of December, the same

sentiments were re echoed by the Legislature of Virginia
in a series of resolution prepared by James Madison,
sod about a month after they were sent out with an ad¬
dress, likewise prepared by Madison, containing the
entire case of the opposition as against the federal
administration.

It does not appear, howover, that either the Senator!
or the representatives of Kentucky hsd ventured to lay
before Congress the resolutions of their State, nor had
the resolutions of Kentucky or Virginia found favor with
the various State Legislatures. Maryland, Delaware,
Pennsylvania, New Jersey, New York. Oonnectiout,
Rhode Island, Massachusetts, New Hampshire and Ver¬
mont disavowed the doctrine set up or a right in the
State Legislatures to decide upon tho validity of acts of
Congress. The reply of Massachusetts likewise maintain¬
ed the oonstltutiontlity of the Allen and Sedition laws as
being justified by the exigency of the moment, and the
power of Congress to provide for the common defence.
These laws continued the subject of constant and acri¬

monious agitation throughout the administration of l're-
sldent Adams, and were one of the causes which led, in
1801, to his rejection by the people of the United States,
after having served four years, and the election in his
place of Thomas Jefferson as President, with Aaron Burr
as Vloe President of tbe I nited States, both of these emi¬
nent men having distinguished themselves as ardent op-
^Henls of the federal administration in the party then^¦wn aa republican!, anti-federalists or democrats.

BURR'S CONSPIRACY.1806-7.
Before, as well its after hit elevation to the poaltion of

Vice President, Burr never had the full confidence of the
country. His political strength waa confined chiefly to
New York, and even here he was denounced as a traitor
by the more influential republican leaders and presses.
By others he was regarded as a man whose energy, en¬

terprise and audacity would never allow him to rest
content with a subordinate position. Four years had
passed by. Jefferson became a candidate for re-election,
and a caucus of the administration members was

held to select a candidate for the Vice Presiden¬
cy in the place of the first incumbent. They accord¬
ingly displaced Burr and nominated George Clinton.
Burr was then brought forward by his friends as an In¬
dependent candidate; but owing to the eflbrta of Alexan¬
der Hamilton, whose opinions about him bad been
frankly expressed three or four years before, he found
himself disappointed, distrusted and about to sink alike
Into political annihilation and pecuniary ruin. He there¬
fore seised upon a pretext to force Hamilton into a duel,
and, aa is well known, was successful. The meeting
took place July 11, 1804, on the grounds of Weehawken,
on the Jersey shore, opposite New York, and Hamilton
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York regiment.
A few milca beyond Fort Wilkinson they wore, for the

Brat time, sheltered under a roof.a tavern kept by one
Bevia. While they were seated around the Are, awaiting
breakfast, the inquisitive hoot inquired "if the traitor
Burr had been taken." "Waa ho not a bad man?"
"Wasn't everybody afraid of hlmf" Burr was sitting la
the corner by the fire, with his head down, and after lis¬
tening to the inquisltiveness of BeTin until ne could stand
it no longer, he raised himself up, and planting hia Aery
eyea upon him, said, "I am Aaron Burr; what la It you
want with mer' Boris, struck with his appearance, the
keennees of bis look and the solemnity and dignity or hia
manner, stood aghast and trembled like a leaf. He ut¬
tered not another word while the guard remained In the
house.
When they reached the confines of South Carolina Per¬

kins watched Burr more closely than ever, for hia son in¬
law, Colonel (afterwards Governor)AUstoo, who was a man
of talents ind Influence, resided in the State. The officer
waa obliged In a groat measure to avoid the towns for fear
of a rescue. Before entering the town of Cheater, in
South Carolina, the party halted, and, surrounding Burr,
proceeded on, passing near a tavern whore many persons
were standing. Burr conceived it a favorable oppor¬
tunity for escape, and suddenly dismounting, exclaimed
" I am Aaron Burr, under military arrest, and claim

protection from the civil authorities 1"
Perkins leaped from bis horse, with several of his men,

and ordered him to remount.
"1 will not," replied Burr.
Not wishing to shoot him, Perkins threw down his

pistols, and being a man of prodigious strength, and the
prisoner a small man, seised him around the waist and
placed him in the eaddle as though he was a child. One
of the guard caught the reins of the bridle, slipped them
over the horse's head and led him rupidlv on. Burr
was highly excited and in tears. Some of his guards
also wept at seeing the uncontrollable despondency of
him who had hitherto proved almost iron hearted. It
was the first time any one had ever seen Aaron Burr un¬
manned.
Arriving at Richmond, the ladies or the city vied with

each other In contributing to his comfort. Some sent
him fruit, some clothes, some one thing, some another.
Burr was tried before the Supreme Court of the United
States at Richmond, and found not guilty. Falling to oou-
vict the principal, the confederates were never Drought
to trial. After the trial Burr went abroad, virtually a
banished man, and on one ocoasion became so reduced
that he was obliged to borrow a couple of sous from a
segar woman on the corner of a street.
At last he returned to New York. His daughter left

Charleston, S. C., to meet him, but no tidings of the
pilot beat on which she sailed have ever been received.
This blow broke the heart of Burr, and, though he lived
thirty years afterwards, in his own language, he "felt
severed from the human race."

Poor Blennerbasset, ruined in purse and reputation,
found himself cast hopelessly upon the world, wifcout
health or energy, and at an advanced age. As a last re¬
sort he sailed for Europe, where he applied for an office
to Lord Anglesy. The latter, however, coldly repelled
the solicitations of his old schoolmate. His plans all
frustrated, he removed to the island of Guernsey, where,
In 1831, wearied with the turmoil of life, he sank to rest,
in the sixty-third year of his age. His wife returned to
the United States to procure indemnity from Congress
for spoliations upon their property by the militia: but
before the claim could be considered she died in abject
poverty In a humble abode In the city of New York,
in her last hours she was surrounded by strangers and
the recipient of their charity, and bar remains wore
escorted to their final resting place by some humble Irish
females.

THE HARTFORD CONVENTION-1814.
From the peculiar analogy which exists between the

events of 1814 and thoae of the present timo.the princi¬
pal difference being that the New England States were
leagued together In an attempt at secession then, while
the Southern States are now.a history of that period
will bo especially Interesting to the general reader.
As early as 1809 Massachusetts was the locality of an

Intense excitement growing out of the passage by Con¬
gress of what was then known as "the Embargo act,"
whereby oertaln restrictions were laid upon the com¬
merce of the country as a retaliatory measure against
Great Britain for the offensive policy pursued
by her la refusing to tolerate a neutral trade.
Meetings were called In Boston, at which resolutions

were passed declaring the act unconstitutional and arbi¬
trary, and that all who assisted in carrying it into execu¬
tion should be regarded as enemies of the State of Massa¬
chusetts and hostile to the liberties of the people.
Upon the floor of Congress New England was repre¬

sented as " distracted with divisions, prepared for oppo¬
sition to the authority of the law, and ripening for a se¬

cession from the Union." About this time there also ap
peared upon the stage one John Henry, a subject of Great
Britain, who had been employed.in the language of a

special message of President Madison." as a secret
.gent of the British government in the New
England States In intrifuee with the disaffected,
for the purpose of bringing shout resistance to the laws,
and eventually, in concert with a British force, of de¬
stroying the Union and forming the eastern part thereof
into a political connection with Great Britain." His
station was In Boston, from which point he carried on
his correspondence with bis employers in Canada, and
was enabled t9 maintain frequent communication with
the disaffected leaders in that vicinity.
Meanwhile the war of 1812 rapidly approached, and on

the 18tb of June of that year the act declaring war was
promulgated to tho country. This measure instantly
excited the strongest opposition of the federalists, or
opponents of the administration, and a party was or¬
ganised under the name of "the peace psrty," which
endeavored to retard the government by throwing every
possible obstacle in Its war. This party bad its principal
adherent* in the New England States.
The national tnances at this period were in a state of

great embarrassment. Treasury notes issued' according
to act of Congress were at great discount; the loan autho¬
rised by government was taken on the meet disadvan¬
tageous terms, and the banks throughout the Cnkm, ex¬
cept a part of those in the New England Mates, had sus¬
pended specie payment. As the war progressed it was
found difficult to meet the extraordinary expenses in¬
curred In the equipment of the militia, and during the

Biar 1814 the situation of the New England States was
the highest degree critical and dangerous. The

services of the militia for two years lal been
extremely sertre and the United Mates had
been compelled to withhold all supplies for
their sustenance and throw upon the Mates the burden
of supporting the troops which defended their coast from
invasion and their town* from pillage. Congress gave
the command of thin militia to the officers of the regular
aimy. To thin the Governors of Massachusetts and Con¬
necticut refused to submit, and the authorities of the lat¬
ter Mate pesnnd a law for raising a ptovlsional army or
2,600 men for "special State defense," of which one of
her own citizens wns made the oommander. The course
of Massachusetts in other respects wss not lees hostile to
the general government. Her Legislature refused to
Captain Lawrence, afterwards of the ill-fated Choea
peake, a vote of thauks for his capture of the Pea¬
cock, believing, in the lsnguage of tho resolution,"that In n warlike the present, waged without justifla-
ble cause, and prosecuted in a manner indicating that
oeoquest and ambition were Its real motives, It was not
becoming a moral and religious people to express any
approbation of military and naval exploits not directly
oonneoted with the defence of our naeoaat and soil."
At the ssme time the people of the New England Mates

began to cry out for "a separate peace." Trie Vermont
militia were withdrawn from the field, and on a proposi¬
tion being made in Oongreee to prosecute the Governor
for this act, Harrison Gray (His laid on the table of the
Maeeachueette .Senate a resolution expressive at the duty
of his State to aid with her whole power the Governor of
Vermont in support of her constitutional rights, by whom¬
soever infrirged.

It wss about this time that Decatur, wbo was at New
London, attempted to get to sea with his two frigates,
bat was prevented by the wal.hfulapse of the enemy.
Ob meking an investigation of the extraordinary move¬
ments SB the part of the British, It wss discovered, and
so reported by Decatur to the Navy Department, that
"blue lights" were burned on both points oflthe harbor'*
month as signals to the enemy of his (Decatur's) where
abouts. The fact has been denied, but is nevertheless
well authenticated. This Is the incident which gave rise
to the term "Blue light federalists," which was applied
to the New England opponents of the war.a stigma
which, until a late day, was a part of the political voca¬
bulary of that sortie*.
Of the sort of opposition employed thev save an early

ZBctmen In the passage of an act forbidding the era
lyment of tneir Jails by the United States for the con
event of prisoners committed by any other than

judicial authority, and directing the jailors at the end of
thirty days to discharge all British officers prisoner* of
wsr committed to them. The President, however, ap¬
plied to other Mates of the confederacy for the use of
their prisons, and thus the difficulty was in a measure
obviated.

All these events Indicate the character of the discon¬
tent which prevailed throughout the New England Matee,
Mateachusetle taking the lead. The question of csHing a
convention on the subject of these troubles being
broached, a report of a joint committee of the Massachu¬
setts Legislature was made urging such a conference, on
the ground that "It was expedient to lay the foundation
of a radical reform in the national comport, and devise
some mode of defence suitable to those States, the affini¬
ty of whose interests are closest and whoee habits of in¬
tercourse are most frequent." Thin was the germ of the
celebrated Hartford Convention. The democrats insisted
that, however disguised, the obvious tendency if not
the ri si design, ef the proposed convention nai to
prepare the way far a separation of the Unlca.
Notwithstanding these objections, and In spite of formal
protests by tbe minority, the report of the oommtttee
wsr adopted, by a vote of three to one, In both boueea
of tbe l egislature. On the 1Mb of October twelve dele
gstes were elected to confer with delegates from the
other New Knglaad Matsa. feven delegates were also
appointed by Connecticut and four by Rhode Island.
New Hamp» hire was represented by two and Vermont
by one. _ _ .

The Oonventkn assembled at Hertford on the lfith of
December, 1W. remained In session twenty days, and
made a report acewmpealed by a series of resolutions.
the following entrusts from tbe former will indicate

its character ¦.

"To prescribe patience and firmness to thoie who are
already eibanned by distress Is sometlmee to drive them
to denpsir, sr d the progress towards reform by the rert
lar road l« Irksome to theee whose Iraaglnatl >ua discern
and whoee feelings prompt to a shorter oo iren. nut
when abuses, reduced to % system, and % cumulate i
through e oorree of yetn have perrod«d every depirt
meet of ftenment, and spread corruption
e»erj region of Ihe Rats, when them are ..lothed wi b be

farms of l*w, tad anteeed by an Executive vkw
their source, no sunt.ry meaas of relief ou be i
without recourse to direct end open resistance,
truth not to be concealed that a time for a char-
hand. . . . A reformatioo of public opIntoo, .

from dear bought experience in the Southern
States at least, ia not to be despaired of. Tb*j .

seen that the great tad ssssntfil interests of t .%
are common to the South and to the But.
realize the fatal errors of a system which Met i'
for commercial injuries la the MifUte of fr
and aggravates by needless wan the U
professes to redreef. Indications of (hi*
revolution of opinion among oar brethren la]the
already manifested. Finally, if Me Union be it
dimehMm by reason# Ou muUuMed shins of fc.
nutrationi, it thtmU beif pouHbUOU work# j*timet and deliberate content. Some new fan*# a
racy thould be tubotUulod amamtt Mta nMt
intend to maintain a federal relation to emektOur. )
may prove thai the causes of our calamities an d»
permanent. They may be found to proceed as* *
from the blindness of prejudice, pride of opinion, viof party spirit or the confusion of the times; bat
may be traced to Implacable combinations of indiv
or of States to monopolise power! sad effloe
to trample without remorse upon the rightInterests of commsrcial sections of the Union.
ever it shall appear that Oiete eemm are radical an
manenl. a sepanUm by equitable arrangement v
preferable to an aUUme* by constraint among m
frunds, but real enemies, inflame* by mutual hatro
jealousy, and inviting by intestine itoieimi contem
aogrettion fnm abroad. Bui a severance of the Cm
one or mere Stata again* the u ill of (he red, ami
dally in time of war, can bt justified only by atanhtft
tity."
The report then proceeds to oonsider tha several

jects of complaint, ths principal or which is the ns
authority over the militia, claimed by government.Continuing, it says:."In this whole series of d<
and measures for raising men, this Convention disoi
total disregard for the constitution, and a dispcsitlviolate its provisions, demanding from the lndi<
States a Arm and decided opposition. An iron desc
can impose no harder service upon the oitlaen u
force him from hia home and his occnpatioa to wa
fenslve war undertaken to gratify the pride 01
sions of his master. . .. .
In catet of deliberate, dangerous and palpable infnctu
the constitution, affecting At sovereignty e{ a State an
liberties of the people, it it not only As "tat
the duty of suck of/Stale to interyote its authority fm the
lection in the manner best calculated to lecurethatend. 1
tmtrgenciet occur which are either beyond the reach 4
judicial tribunals, or too prettina to aamil qfthe delaydent to their formi, States which have no commonw
mint be their own judgei and execute Mr own; deeili
It will be observed hereafter that thlr waa precisel;doctrine of the Booth Carolina nullifies In 1882.
The Convention ck*t©d its sittings Thursday, Jan

6,1815, having been in session thee weeks, sad
two weeks afterward announced tie result In a seri
resolutions.
The first recommended the Lagishtarss of the Stat

presented to protect the cltiasns oftha several Stat**
the operation of acta passed by Congress, subjects
to forcible drafts, eooeoriptlots or imfresametauthorised by tha constitution.
The secood recommended thattho States be emp<to;defend themselves, and thai they have for th«

use their proportion or tha taxeaoolleoted.
The third recommended each Sate to defend its
The fourth reosmmended ameidmente to the «

tion as follows
Apportionment of representation and taxation

basis of white population.
New States to be admitted by a vjte of two-third

both houses of Congrses.
Congress shall have no power tc lay an embar)

more than sixty days duration.
Congress shall not have power to interdict foreign

without a vote of two-thirds of both houses.
Congress shall not make war by a less vote tha

thirds of both branches, unless in defence of tn
actually Invaded.

Nonaturalised citizen lobe eligible to any civil >

under the United States.
No President to be elected twice, or for twote

nor to be chosen from the same State twice ia «u<
sion.
The report concluded with the recommendation

if the foregoing resolutions should be unsuccessful v
submitted to the general government through Um
spective States, if peace should not be conclu
and the defence of the New (England States b«
elected, as it had been, it would be expedient foi
Legislatures of the several States to appoint delegab
another Convention to meetat Boaton, "with such po<
and instructions as the exigency of a crisis so momen
may require."
The report was then signed by the members of

Convention, as follows:.
luSBArursBrm. ooxsarncrr.

George Cabot, Chauaoey Goodrich,Nathan Date, Jamee Hillbouee,William Preecott, John Treadwell,Harrison G. Otis, Zophaniah Swift,
Timothy Bigelow, Nathaniel Smith,Joshua Thomas, Calvin Goddard,
Samuel S. Wilde, Roger K. Sherman.
Joseph Lvman, aaooa isuuid.
Stephen Longfellow, Jr., Daniel Lyman,Daniel Waldo, Samuel Ward,Bodtjah Bailee, Kdward Marstoe,
George Bllts. Benjamin Hazard.

TZW HAMPSRlfin. VMUIOXr.
Benjamin Weat, William Hail. Jr.
Mills Oksott.
It is a noteworthy fact that twenty of these tw«

six were lawyers. The indignation displayed by u
tion of the citizens of Hartford at the t
bllng in their midst of a convention.the
of which, in the language of one of tha journals^®
the day, were "to scatter the seeds of sedition
tresson; to give additional impetus to the aortmos
party spirit; to clog the wheels of the national gov*
meet, and to attempt to oveithrow the const
tion".was manifested In various ways. "On the <la
the meeting, 'sajs the old Hartford Mercury, "the
zens displayed the American flag during he day, wit/
English flag beneath It at half mast. Three of the 1
lag house bells tolled a solemn knell, and the
Statee hand of music played appropriate funeral m
through the streeta. Upon the who's we are full
fled that the people expect nothing good from th
ventkm."
The sessions of the Convention were secret, and all

journals of the country, except a few of federal proo
itiee, spoke tn terms of utter condemnation of Its objei
Public meetings wen held denouncing the traiv
and sentiment wss so strong against them sa to mat-
ally influence the result of their deliberations.
The following article in the Mercury of November

1814, contains some facts that are not so well knows
they might be. It la entitled

MABSACBCHnrg coktarkd to ocomu.
Never did faction more completely degrade and lift*

Bio then she baa done In Massachusetts. That 01
minded Slate baa bean attacked by the British *

a email force. They bare been allowed without an en
to dlemlRber It. They bare established a regular
?eminent la tbalr conquests. As no effort was made
thla State.whose population amounts to above TOO,)
free people.to prevent the conquest, so none is made
expel the cn< my. The State, enslaved by faction, whin
and scolds, and murmurs, and winces, and cursea the i
ministration for not dsftading It, although every poesii
exertion was mads to enfeeble the administration .
render it Incapable of defenoe.
To aum up the whole, Massachusetts Is snergstlc, b*>

daring and decisive In a contest with the general govei
nieut. She will uot abate an Inch. She dares It to a ct
fllct. Sh<> takea it by tbe throat, determined to strani
It. She is tin'ameable as a Hon or tiger. But abe
long Buffering, and patient, and harmless as a lamb wb
the comes iu contact with the enemy.
Put mark the conlraat I what a contrast, fieorg

with a large territory of 08.000 square miles; awb
population of only 147ill, and a formidable black o
of 10A.21H to guard against, la aasalled by the moat po
erful combinations of Indians, and those of the bnsv<
character that ever sxistsd since the first settlement
this country. She neither wloees, nor whines, i>
curses the government, nor threatens a separaiion. S
rises In her strength, lhe girds on her armor. She c»
her eons frem their coasters, and their ploughs, fr»
the bench and the bar, from the Senate House and Oinn
Chamber; and with a very small degree of sssistac
from one of the youngest States in the Union.1Tennessee
a State yet in the gristle, she vaiqulahed the hardy w
ilors, whom a falsa rsUaace on Brltiah aid had tempi
to their ruin. Ivery luocesslve sflort on the port of il
deluded asrailabta Is equally pregnant with dsstrudio
And, complsteiy vanquished, they bend their necks
the yotfs. ¦¦The genius of the nation hides bar fees with snan
when sLe regards the anelent State of Masanchussu
degenerated from,and a disgrace lo, her hardy ancAter
but she looks down with pride and pleaaui% an t1
youthful, high fpirited and patriotic Georgia and Ti
Dfjifff JIt Is badly poselble to And a stronger contra*. <

more disgraceful on the ens elds, ons more hanorsb,.'
tftc other.
another art < Is from JVile*' ffrgiitrr about the

time further illustrates the Indignation with wbio. *
Convention wee regarded. It says:..4 It Siegreerd us all InSaiWiy 'more then aM the on.
diststeis ef the war. iaeluding the captors ef Wash ...

kin. The Capitol, built of eeneeless stones, prostrste
by barbarian Sands, may eaally resume its forseer rr
nitoence, snd in the glorious svsnts of the war ar i
epeedy and juet death of the Goth who destroyedbave cMlteiated the reproach; but the derelict
duty.of b<nor end of patriotism In so large a pot
our ptople, at a time when we ware «o rlowcly bee
foreignere avowing n determination to put do-
conetitntlon. it a blot so foul that flftv years of
patriotism will not obliterate it. Tbe origin.avowed deelgu of the Infamous men who got uj gin.Convention was 'to withhold '.hslr resources and maki-1
separate peat e;'but their noward hasrts refused who
their treeionable bends would do. and they shrask Ini
nothing belore ihe sfcewj arm ofthe yeoman who sKhc
reedy to punish the overt act. They sneaked wit of tb
affair aa Impudently and meanly aa they entered »p->rIt, and they might safely be left to the minsry of ihei ;
own thoughts, If, like desperadoes, they did net aMempto icrsen paet crimes by present deceptions."Several of tbe IsgltUtmes to whom tbe above reeolu
tions were submitted subsequently made their repwtithereon, eni resolved, many of them In strong languagethat It wee inexpedient to concur in the amendment*nhtrb bed been nropoted.
Peace having been declared in the meantime, no eeaoixmeeting or the Hartford Convention was beid.asdtteonly reault which grew ont of It wm to consign to aiInfamona oblivion every individual who was aa activepartIcipant In Its proceedings. Thus waa raised for lb.¦rtt time in the history of the country the question o!sectsslou,snd lor ths first time presented In a really dsngerow form ihc emergency of s collision bstween s pariof tie State* and the general government.
THE MISSOURI COMPROMIRK lfi?f>.

Another era of excitement waa that embraced betwe
the year* 1818 and 1*21, which resulted in what is fan
Marly known as tbe Missouri Compromise. H has l»e>
so frequently adverted to within tbe Ian few years th\t
brief itatem nt of the facta is all that is rnq>iire<|.
A petition from tbs eglslvirre of M'ronrl was |

rented (oCfrgregg is js fc rf lutuWp


