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Alrects,—onas, Dances, I'avtonines, Durtegqoes, &c.

New York, Monday, Decomber 0, 1861,

THH SITUATION.

Jothitg of importance occurved yesterday in
the army of the Potomae. The scouts from
General Wadsaworth's brigade, which have been
scouring the country since Friday lust, report that
Flint Hiil and Fairfux Court House ave entirely
abandonod by the rebels,

The government, it is said, is contemplating a
gencral exchange of prisoncrs with the rebels, in
order to release the officers and soldiers of the
Union arsay from the miseries which they are suf.
fering lu thoir Sonthern prisons, Such & mensure
will bring consolation to many a Northern fireside

We give to-day some further details of the pro:
ceedings of the privateer Bumter, which we have
before reported at Martinique. It appenrs that

sald it was not reasonable to blame the federal
governmeut for not doing that which, as trustees
for the people, they hardly eonld do, and which no
government gince the world began had ever done—
for not giving up half their territory without a
blow in its defence. The resalt of the struggle
was beyond human ealeulation; but he thought,
sooner or later, n Southern coufederacy would be
established,

Mr. Layard, Under Sccretary of Siate for Fo-
reign Afliira, in a speech before his constitinents,
ulluded at some length to the American question:
and defended the policy of the British government
townrds the United States,

Mr. Bright wns expected fully to enter upon the
Ameriean question at the approaching banguet to
be given him at Rochdale,

It is asserted that the Commissioners of the Con-
federnie Stutes were only present at the late ban-
quet at Fishmongers Hall as the guests of some
individual member or members of the company.

Deputations from the governments of Canada,
New Brunswick and Nova Scotia hadurrived in
London for the purpoze of urging the iwperial
government to aid the counstruction of the pro,
jected railway from IMalifax to Quebee. One of
the arguments fs that the line will bea defence
against the United States, Tho London Zvmes
seema to think that some defence is necded.

The allied expedition to Mexico was fairly ufloat.
It was feared in some quarters in England that the
event may lead to serions complications, Bpainis
to attack the fortress of San Juan d'Ulloa, ot Vera

Cruz.
MISCELLANEOUB NEWS.

The Afrien, from Liverpool the 224 and Queens-
town the 24th ultimo, arrived at this port yester-
day morning, with European news two days later
than that brought by the North American to Porl-
fand, and published in the Heranp on Saturday
morning.

Consols closed in London on the 23d ultimo at
0375 a ™. The diseount market was more easy,
and transactiona were numerous at 23 per cent
for best bille. The London News rays that,
owing to the afiair of the Nushville, the recent
inquiries for American securities had sub-
sided, The Bank of England bullion rhows an
increase in the week of £351,092. Cotton remained
steady, but quiet, in Liverpool. Occusional siles
had taken place at a decline of };d. per pound in
the lower gualities of Americon ; the hetter kinds,
however, were less affected. Btock in port, G50 00
bales, including 273,600 American.  Quoantity at
sew, 105,000 bales, against 156,000 same time ligt
year. Flour was slow but unchanged,

The news of the wreck of the North Briton Lad
been received in England, The Italian Parliment
bad been opened.  The speech of the Prime Minis-
ter confirms 1he romor of a failure at negetiation
for reconciliation with Rome. The Emperor Nu-

1,

she had captured two Awerican vessels—the brigs
Jogeph Parks and Daniel Trowbridge—destroying
the latier vessel by fire and taking her crew to
Port Royal, Martinique. We have before men-
tioned the fuct that the United Btotes gunboat
Iroquois had started in pursnit of the privateer.
Our news to-day comes from the British schooner
Emeline, which arrived hiere yesterday from Port
Eoyal, where she left the Sumter taking in coal.

Genern]l Banks has taken up his winter quarters
at Fredevick, Md. IHe was received there with
great apparent enthusinsm by the inhabitants, and

located himself in the resid of Colonel Bradley
J. Johnson, of the rebel army. There are no
signe of the rebels between Harper's Ferry and
Point of Recks, where Colonel Geary's d
In keeping a vigilant lookout for them.

| The effoct of the President's Message, and his
modification of Secretary Comeron's report rela-
Mvo to the dtsposition of the slaves in the South.
1# said to have heen very marked in Kentacky., Tt
has given confidence and strength to the Union
men—a fet which is indicative of a'like result all
over the South, if the administration coufine them.
selves to preserviug the integrity of the Union and
maintaining the constitution and the laws as the
ohject of the war in spite of the factious opposi-
tion of the abolitionist traitors, who are urging
thew to a different course.

The Africa, at this port yesterday, brought im-
portant wdvices concerning the aspect of Ame-
rican siluira in Europe on the 24th ultime. Our
news colnmns contain full details of the arrival of
the rebe! steamer Nashville, Commander Pegram,
et Southumpton, England, on the 21st of Novem-
ber, aswell as the announcement of the fact that
8le was duly recoived by the authoritics as a war
vessel commissioned for a special service by a bel-
ligerent Power. Captain Pegram himself pab-
Yahod the particulars of the oyerhauling and de-
struction of the ship Harvey Birch, near the
mouth of the British channel. exhibited his
commission from Jefferson Davis and - gave
up the captain and erew of the Harvey
Birch immedintely to the charge of the
United Slates Consul in Southampton. Such of the
crew of the Harvey Birch as refased to make a
declara’ion not to sttempt any violenoe on board
the Nashville were put in irous by Captoain e-
gram.  Uaptain Nelson, the commander of the
Harvey Birch, had published a protest in the
English papers ngainst the acts of the rebel
officers.  Mr, Peyton, a rebel Commissioner to
Europe, aud hia wife, were landed from the Xash.
viile, nnd had, with Captaina Pegram and Nelzon,
goue to London-—the ficit named partics to eom-
muuicate with Mr. Yaocey, and Capiain Nel-
#on to see Mr. Adams. The affair produced
intepse excitement in the commercial, fnan.
cial and pulitical circlea of England, bLut the
impresaion secmed to be general in faver of hel-
tering the Nashville for refit and supplics, just as
the Union vessel Jumes Adger had been troated a
fow duys previowsly. Rumors were afloat that the
Adger hud gone out with the intention of foreibly
taking Mosre, Mason and Slidell from the British
mndl sty ceven in an English port, and the

Edinburgh Seolsman, o reliable Journal, assorts
that the law officers of England had doe ided
that United =tates officials had o perfect and legay
right to ae
guch co

o mail stenmer knowingly ronveying
bands, even in the Larbors of Grent
FBritain, The case would, it was thouglit, be taken
fulo the courts for argument. Tewas aley siugeq

that a Hritish Admiralty Couneil, whieh wiis ks

tended by the leading romibers of the Cabiner, had |

been lield on the subject.

The steamship Al’ﬂg(l, with Geugeral Seotlt oy
board, reached Southampton from New York on
the 23d witimo, in the afternoon—a fact which of
course dismisses &t once all the romors of hop ehpe
tare by the rebels.

Lord Stauley, in & speech to bis constityents,

i wis to have undertnken the medintion, it
the indisposition of the Pope to negotinte defeated
the intention. Baron Ricasoli’s plan for reconeil-
ing the Ontholic religion with politics was tolerably
broad. The Cardinals were to retain their dignity
and inviolalility, and the Pontill’ was to have full
liberty guavanteed for his acts of divive right as
chief of the church. Ile was also acknowledged
as s Prince of Italy. Ecclesiostical discipline was
to be entirely confiled to him, and the King of
Ttaly renounced his right in respect of bhenefices,
The Italian government relinguished all right of
interference with the election of bishops, and
guaranteed his Holiness an adegnate revenue. The
remainder of the general news rveport is not of
much importance.

A member of the Arkansas Legislature pud
thirty-five citizens of that State recently urrived
at Rolin, Misgouri, and joined the Union forces
under Colonel Phelpa. They répresent the peaple
of the northern purt of Arkansas as belng truly
loyal, and that their seeming allegiance to the
Southern confederncy is merely & pretence to save
snemselves [rom secession mauradera,

There nre twenty thonsand well disciplined and
well armed and equipped troops now inthe viciuity
of Louisville, Kentucky, anl more expected.

The Graud Jury of Monmouth eonnty, N, J., in
session at  Prechold, on Wednesday, fonnd a
tiue bill against Radski, the person suspected
of the murder of Sigismmd Fellner, in October
last. The testimony of Mrs, Marks, the deteetives
who have worked up the case, and other persons
before the Girand Jury, was of 8 most interesting
character, and olmost positively indicates Red-
ski ns the person who committed the deed. A full
report of this case is given in our puper this
morning.

A man named Thomas A, Metill, residing at
No. 202 First avenue, yesterday, in a fit of insani-
ty or intemperauee, threw his own mother out of a
fifth story window, Lilling her instautly, The po-
lice immediately arrested the perpetrator of the
deed, an Irishinan by birth, aged ahont thivty-one
years. The deceesed and her son had lived to-
gether penceably about a year in the hovse, and
bore the reputation of being sober, industrious
people. The landlord states that when MeGill
paid his rent on Fridey last he appesrod to he
either insane or drunk, and that lie had weraed the
mother to bewara of him. A repoit of the case
will be found elsewhere,

An infamous scamp, calling himsell 2, C. Masely,
was yesterday arvested and locked wp for endea-
voring lo entice the daughter of a respectalile eiti-
zen, aged fourteen years, from her home, The
geoundrel, who is an elderly man, learned her
name and residence by picking up her handker-
chief in church, and had written the cLild geyeral
letters (copies of which will be founa in sur report
of the case), offering to meel her 2t the Museum
und other places. The girl promptly handed the

letters to her father, who had the fellow arrested,
Iis case will comie up before Justice Brennan this
morning.

The schooner Richard A, Wood, Capt, Crammer,
arrived here yesterday from Alexandyia, with
cargo of coal, having ran the blockade of the Poto-
mae, during a suow storm, on the night of the 2d
inst,  Capt, Crammer hnd Leen detaioed seven
weeks waiting for an opportuaity to get away.

The schooner Gazelle, Capt. Ketchum, from
Pocomoke river, also arvived yesterday, having a
eargo of wood. This is the first arrival from the
Western Bhore of Maryiund for some months,

The United Siates steam tiunsport Albany, lying
at pier No. O Noith viver, is loading provisions and
nmmunition for Locust Point, and will sall to-dg v,

The United Btates steam transport Admiral is
Iying at anchor in the North river, waiting orders

The steamship City of Manchester anchiored at
Quarantine on Saturday evening, aud sailed on
Binday morning, at nine o'cloek, for Liverpool and
Queenstown.

The Long Island slepmers, hound East, which
were detained on Baturday by the fog, left yester-
Any morniog at tive o'elock,

Tae exporta of breadstuffs from this pert to
Livropo continue to inereuse, and last week roasl-
ed the enormous amount of 1,463,106 buelicls of
grain and 86,114 barrels of four.

A vesselarvived at Boston en the 6tk inst, from
| Ganaives, with Giftyive bags of cotton, Krown on
| s Bdund of Hayti

PTANT roM ToE  SBovto—DEar reciox

i cigamof disaflection with govern-
sanization and demoralization in
| the army.  Our late news from Southern pa-

pers enlightens us s to many i ls touching

this question, Tn North Carclina especlally wo
find that discontent nmong her soldicrs is rife,
and that in one case an offiger, Colonel Slogle-
tany, hus been eourt martialed, broken of his
conunand and pay for two months, and that he
has aceordingly vesigned his commission, upon
the ground that his vepiment, which is now
sconsiderably disalfected and demoralized, will
hardly be worth commanding™ at the expiration
of two months, In addition to his, we have in-
formation showing that the people thronghout
the whole State of North Caroling are discons
tented with the despotism under which they
ehali and groan, and ave anxions Lo be il of it.
If the government, then, would give them ald
and eomlort, profection, arms and ulmz, we
might goon #ee North Carolina wheeling into
line with the other loyal States of the Union.
Nor Is it (o North Caroling alone that the spirit
of discontent is conflued, We recoguise it al
New Orleans, as developed in the late “con-
spiraey” against the rebel govermment, It Is
monifested in Tennossee throngh e reocnt
victary of Parson Brownlow. We hear of it in
Arlkansas, in he intelligence which we publish
to-day of the discovery of a gecret organization
againet rebel despotism, which, it secms, lins
ramified through several counties. All these
signs mark an approaching retrogression to the
good old Union and the honored fag thut has
floated above it on land and gea for three guer-
ters of a century; and il our goverument only
avails itself, with vigor, of these signs of the
times in the rebel Siates, the solution of our
dificulty may be nearer at hand than we
imagine.

Important by the Afrien=The Case of
Mason and Siidell Settled in Advance
by the Engllsh Government.

The news received by the Africa, though not
bearing directly on the affuir of the Trent, is yot
of a nature to dispel any uneasiness with regard
to the course that the English government will
pursue in reference to it. The FEdinburg Seols.
nian——an old established jonrnal, and generally
reliable in its statemente—has a story which,
if true, completely setiles the Mason and
Slidell difiienlty. 1t says that on the arvival of
the James Adger in Southampton, ostensibly for
he purpose of refitting, the British governmment,
baving reason to sngpect that the real object of
her presence in British walers was the seizure of
the West Indin mail stenmer, then due, and, as it
wag gupposed, with the rebel Commissioners on
board, issned orders to the British war steamer
Phaton to watch her movements and protect
against her any vessel bearing the British flag.
T'his assumption, we need not say, was entirely
unfounded, us it is notorious that the James
Adgzer was gent over to capture the Nushville;
and, fuiling in that object, she has gince velurned
Lome, and is now at Philudelphia,

The British Foreign Office seems to have pro-
ceaded in this matter on the slightest possible
evidence, A few cliance expressions that drop-
prd from some of the erew of the James Adger
appear to have been the chief, ift not the only,
ground for its action.  After rvemaining a fow
days in port, attvieted, as the story rans, by the
haspitalilies of the place—a fact in itsell suf-
ficient, one wonld think, to refute the suspicions
eutertained in regard to the object of his instine-
tiong—the Ameriean captain put to sea, hut, en-
countering a severe gale on the South coas!,
was forced to anchor mt Ualshott. The muail
sleamer had in the meanwhile arvived & conple
of days before ber time—her eaptain, and no
doubt the captain of the James Adger, both
unconscious of the supposed hostile relations in
which the activity of the rebel agents in London
had been placing them.

The zeal of these latter has, however, been
productive of a result which they had not cal-
culated upon. The raising of a diffienlty in
the case of the Jumes Adger Las had the effoct
of prejudging that of the Treot, and binding
the Britizh law officers by their own declara-
tions. It appears that in consequence of the
fucts ubove narvated o correspondence was
opened between the authoritics in Downing
street and onr Minister, Mr. Adams,in which
thie latter diselaimed, ns he well might do, all
knowledge of the instructions allegued to have
been given to the former vessel.  In the convse
of this correspondence it was ascertained to bhe
the opinion of the British law officers that “we-
eording to the inferprelotion ¢f the Taw, as laid
duter in former decisions, the relalions of (real
Brilain to the Amerleon belligevents were perhaps
sueh thal theye wight Lave boon faiv legal grounds
JSoie the Linerican erviser seizing the mail steaiiier
as a prize evendn Beitish waters, i if conld Tave
Leen shoren that ghe nowingly havbored the pere-
sens and propecty of enciiies of the United Statss,
in the shape of the delegates and their despatelies.”

Here we bave the case of the Trent fairly
arid distinetly seiiled in our fuvor. There can
be no guestion us 1o the existence of all the
conditions reqnired above as heing necessary
to constitute (he right of seizure. The captain
of the Trent could not plead ignorance of the
quality and mission of Mesies. Mason and Sli-
dell when be took them on board. They were
the objects of repented public ovationsat Ha_
vana, and were prezented {o the Captain Gene-
ral by the British Consul himself. Dnt, even
were this wvot so, it will be found, when (he
case comos to be further discussed, that igno-
rance of their character wounld constilute no
ground of exemption from scizare. That principle
hos been laid down by some of the ablest
writers on international law, and is in confor-
mity with the precedents estublished by Eng-
land hovself. The queation, if any, will turn
on the pacific and unbelligerent objects of the
parties seized. If simple passengers, placing
themz=elves under the protection of the British
flag, we ehould undonhiediy be excecding onr
rights in arresting them, The address of Jef-
ferzon Davig to the rebel Congress, however,
scitlos that issue. He has removed the only
really doubtful peint in the coniroversy hy
proclniming the efficial character of his emis-
BATies,

Thus all the unxiety and snspense oceasioned
amongst timid people by Captuin Wilkes” bold
act may be considered ns terminated in advance
of u lmowledge of its elfect at the other side,
The London Tines and thg tory journals gene-
rally have, we presnme, ofteceipt of the news,
made a great show of indignalion over it; but
their ravings will have no =ort of influence on
the condact of the British government. We
| have now an opinion from the law offivers of
| the crown in #upport of the view taken liy that
! offeer of kis duly, and we need trouble onr-
|I golves bul little wbout the law of 1he newspa”
| pers, If, as Mr. Layaed, the Under Soeretary
of Stute, assures us, the sympathies of the groat
body of the English people ure with us, the
bold and manly course faken by our officer on
his own responeibility will increase their re-
gpect for onr pluck, and thelr indisposition to

| meidle with us, *

An Abolition Bible—What Are Wo Com=
ing to?

Several of our plons contemporaries of the
Satanio abolition school are particularly une-
tuous over a very remarkable “prophecy” which
they aver Las lately bLeen exhumed from the
paces of the Old Testament by an eminent di.
vine in Boston, This wonderful prophecy is
gaid to be in the fourth chapter of Huggai, and
from it we ent the following choice moresau:—

Anil lo, belold, bocause of the sin of the South, her
mighty men shall be as bibos, hor gutos shall bo do-
suoyel nttorly, ® & ® yay uitarly destroyod. shudl
be ber gat-s, and her rice elis sboll be wasted, aud ber
gaves sol [rag.

It would be a eurlous faet to find out if some
one could tell us whether this was invented by
the editors of the fudependent, or if it were the
work of the Rev. Horace Greeley, extemporized
us o little plous exercise in the intervals be
tween the nrranging of his pombling ailuirs.
Probubly the latter. A few years since Mr.
Anson Burlingame—who is just now airing his
ubelitionism off in the Flowery Land among the
Celestinle—made a blasphemous speech in Con.
gress that pechaps may afford a key to the
new propheey, In this speech he declured
that the Boston abolitionists whom he re-
presented—and who probalily ure as Simon
Prre o stripe us the Beechers, the Greeleys and
the Cheevers of these parts—would never be
content “till they hud an antislavery constitu-
tion, an anti-slavery Bible, and an anti-slavery
dod!”  Now it seems very likely that this ve-
murkable prophecy about South Carolina nig”
gers and rice flelds is part of a chapter from
the firat instalment of the long promized “anti-
slavery Bible.”” This and other cireumstances—
some of which we shall refer to present-
ly—would seem to indicate that the said
“Bible” is in an advanced stage of pro-
gress, and forms part of a combined
English  and  American abolition scheme
to create a revolution among us, destroy
the government and the conntry, and ot the
same time pollute the morals of the people by
corrupting the fountzin of Holy Writ. A
striking evidence of the depravity that follows
such courses, and the retributive justice seen in
the nuthors themselves, being the first to fall
under their own malign influence, is exhibited
just now in the meluncholy position of two of
the leaders of the school. One of them, who
is n stated preacher of the Gospel, has com-
meneced un aclive ageney in the circulation of
immmoral publications, by advertising them wide-
1y inthe columns of his own religious journal.
The other, who formerly preached so long as
he could find andiences to listen to him, has
latterly gone into ihe lotlery business, and is
alko ropning about the cily and offering to
make gambling bets with everybody he meets,
He even zppronched us with his immoral
schemes, when he well knew, or might have
known, that we had conscientions scruples
against every species of gambling.

Fut to the new text of the new Bible. There
arae two or three little circumstances that make
it improbable that the above quotation can be
in the fourth or any other chapier of the
Prophet Huggal.  In the first place, the book
contains only two chapters, and, secondly, the
word “rice” does not oceur in the Bible at all.
Rice iz eupposed lo huve had its origin in
Fistern lands, elther on the banks of the Nile,
in ILthiopin, near the Euphrales, or in India,
and possibly it may have been nn article of
food in the days of the aneient Iebrow law-
givers; but neither Moses, David, Solomon,
Iraiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, nor any of the minor
prophets bas ever mentioned this Orienial
esculent. The inspired wrilers, we know,
recorded simply the naked truth. They were
utterly incapable of invention or misrepresen-
tation. But with the abolltionists all (bings are
possible, and we are glad to be able to
throw some light on the path of these new pro-
phets. A noted abolition leader in England—
one John Cussell by name—an ambiiions
grocer, who his made some money in vending
fen, molasses, soup and putty, hag lalely com-
menced the publication of the Bible in num-
hers, one of which is before us.  We find in the
ninth chapter of Ixodus, ond the thirty-second
verse, the word “riee” By looking of
any correct copy of the Bible it wiil be scen
that the word “rice”™ does not acenr In ihe chap-
terat all. As It will be soveral years before
this work is all fluizlied, at the rate it is now
appearing, in yumbers, there will be ubundance
of time to make any further interpolations in
matters relating to Southern slavery, rice plan-
tations, cotton enlture, &ec., &e: and who
knows how fur they mean to go? Do they in-
tend to give us Fremont's proclamation, an ne-
count of the rout of the rebels at Tort Royal,
or he reee of the “Little Villain™ from Bull
run, with the disaster to the wagon which he is
o reluctant fo pay for?

Some may be disposzed to look om Lhis new
version of the Dible as @ mere literary curiosi-
ty; bt we see It in o far graver light. Some
two hundred and sixty years ago Theodore
Berza and others issued an English translation
ol the Bible that is known to Biblical studenis
and book collectors ns the “Breeches Bible.”
In the third chapter of Genesis the first pair are
represented as sewing fig lewves together and
making themselves “breeches.”” There is etill
another edition of the Bible where the word
“yinegar’’ appears instead of “yineyard.”" This
is known as the “Vinegar Bible.” Now, by the
aid of the abolitionisis and an ambitious grocer,
whose legitimale business is to deal in rice, cof-
fee und sugnr, we bave a “Rice Bible.” See Fx-
odus, chapter nine, verse thivty-two. What
ghall we see next?! When will there dawn
upon 8 benighted world a complete edi-
tion of the long expected “Anti-Slavery
Dible!™” As yet we have only some se
lect portions.  When completed we  shall
probably Lave all the chapters of {l:e Pro-
phiet Haggai, and perhaps a new hook from
the Proplet Horace, in which Le will give us
his ideas of lotteries, gimbling, &e., &e. Be-
gides these additions we shall, no doubt, be
trewted to some relveshing alterations and inter-
polutions, with accounts of rice plantulions,
South Carolina niggers and Yankeo fleets. It
is uscless {o anficipate; bhut probably we may
see spmething like the the following:—*Is Sum-
ner ulgo among the prophets?” “And Lincoln
gaid unto Davis, * Thou art the man.'**

A Bursn Postar, Guigvaser.—1t isa o enuse
of great u(ﬂnph:h:;fmmug cur merchants and
others that letter® to and from Great Britain,
not fully prepaid,are charged with the full rate
on delivery, jnst o i there had been no pre-
payment  whatever,

ment has, in all probabllity, been accidental,
this system 18 clearly inequitable. We saw a

letter a fow days ago with seventeen British |
shilling stamps, on it, upon which the recelver |
had to pay the full postage, becanse the paukage l

Was & quarter of an ounce over the weight
which the stamps would Lave paid for. This,
however, §s uccording to the treaty between
the United States and England; but we submit
it to the consideration of the Postmaster Gene-
ral to propose that the freaty should be
amended in this partiealur. It operates badly
on bolh sides of the Atluntie, and England
would surely agree to ¢+ nnderpaid letters
from the United State= e extra postage
only, in eonsideration ar doing the same
towards letters fy cont Britain.
The Case of the Nnshville in England,

By the arrival of the Africa we have some
interesling details ubout the Lurning of the
Harvey Bireh by the Confederate stewmer Nash-
ville, details which correct errors in previous
intelligence. It appears that, so far from the
vessel destroyed being in British waters at the
time of her eapture, she was in north tatitude 49 6,
and west longilude 9 52,in seventy-five fathoma
waler, and some four degrees at sea, sonthwest
of the Lund’s End. No point, therefore, can be
raised about her being in neutral waters,
Equally untrue is it that the captain of the
Nushville had no commission, n8 Captain Nel-
son is alleged to have stated.  On Lhe contrarys
Captain Pegram holils not merely a privatecr's
commission, but a commission as Lientenant
in the Confederate Nuvy, like the eapiuin
of the Sumter. Hud be no commissivn, he
and his crew would be hanged as pirates.
What Captain Nelson probubly meant was
thiat the captain of the Na<hville held no
commission from any recognized or legitimate
government. As England, however, has recog-
nized, not indeed the independenee of the South-
ern confederacy, but its rights of belligerency,
and bas proclaimed complete neutrality be-
tween “Lthe Ameriean belligerents,” as the Lon-
don Times designates the United States govern-
ment and the rebels, thus puiting them on an
erqual fuoting, it follows, us a consequence, that
the Pritizh government, to be consistent, must
permit the Nashville to refit at her ports, as she
did in the case of the James Adger, or would
in the case of any United States ship-of-war.
But refiiting merely for sea, and converting the
Nashville into a ship-of-war in a British port,
are totally different things, and it remains to be
scen whether the latter will be allowed, which
i a far groater indulgence than the Jamnes Adger
claimed, and is also prohibited in the Queen’s
proclamation.  “Siriet impartiality,” which
is the true position of a nentral, would seem to
forbid the reconstruction ef the Neshville for
warlike purposes, It Is irue England might
mike the mutter appear equal by offering our
government the same permission; but it would
be only appearance; for the United States do
not require to have their ships-of-war built or
regonsiructed in British ports. They have
their own ports and mechanica to rely upon.

Already the Bermuda and the Fingal have
been nllowed to carry arms and smmunition to
the rebels from England, under the pretence of
trading to the West Indiez, and it is belioved
that both these vessels belong to the Confede-
rate government. The Fingal is represented as
ivon elad, and is now at Charleston. By this
mail from England we learn that the Adriatic
steamship is being prepared for the same des-
tiny in on English port. The Briiish govern-
mentmay connive at these vessels, pretending to
be ignorant of their character; but the case of
the Nushville is entirely different, She is open-
1y und above board a rebel steamer, and anda-
ciously eluims as a right to be converted inlo n
veseel-of-war in o British port for the purpose
of preying upon American commerce on the
highseas. The government, it appears, hesi-
tates as to its course, and has not yet decided
what it will do. Meantime the police are keep-
ing wulch on the Nushville. Telegraphic mes-
snges have been pgoing back and forwurd.
Groups of politicians discuss the knotty points,
and great excitement prevails, Wo shall soon
see what is the real complexion of British neu-
trality. The London Observer hints that in case
of any violation of the luws of strict neutrality
by the Nashville while in British porls, the
courls, on the representation of the American
Minister, might be moved to action, as in the
case of the seizure of two Sicilian ships by the
government of Naples in 1858, and more re-
cenlly in the cage of the issue df Kossuth notes,
What might be done, however, is one (hing, and
what will be done Is another,

But there is another point to he settled, and
thut is whether Capt. Pegram, by the laws of
war, had a right to take prisoners in irons into
aneutral port. It is said he surrendered themto
the American Consul; but they were in custody
in British waters; and it appears that even in
England “the arrival of the vessel at South-
amplon under the circumstances, and her land-
ing prisoners of war, are looked upon by many
prrsons us nn infraction of the Queen's procla-
mition of nentrality.” The next arrival from
England will be looked forward to with great
interest by the American people. The news
will furnish us with a decided test of what
we may expect hereafter at the buands of the
British government.

AN ExceaNoe or PRISONERS WITH THE
Repers.—We learn, from the communicalion®
which are passing between the government and
the families of our officers and soldiers now in
prison at the South, us well ns by our despatch-
es from Washington and Doston, that the gov-
ernment is tuking into serions consideration a
general exchange of prisoners with the rebels, or
rather a mutual release on parole of the prison-
ers which we hold—an equal number to be re-
leaged by the rebels, If this measure is carried
out we shall probably scon have all our soldiers
who are now in confinement back again in their
homes.

This intention on the parl of the government
is being adopted as a matter of humanity; but
it is rendered the more desirable from the hor-
rible treatment which our ofticers and men are
recelving in Southern prison houses. It would
hardly be believed that in any civilized com-
munity prisoners of war could be treated as our
soldiers are by the rebels; and one wonders how
any of our race could submit their fellow eili-
zens, a8 well as their fellow beings, to the bru-
tal disciplive of the Southern jails, Many of
the priconers are half starved, naked and de-
prived of the ordinary decencies of life. They
are compelled to dwell in filth and disease,
Some of our officers, high in rank, who have
been uccustomed to every comfort, have been
denied the privilege of changing their linen for
three weeks together, and they arve limited lo

| the miserable diet of hread and water, with the
Considering that, where |

stamps have been put on at ali, the nnderpay- [

relish of o pint of thin soup a day.

1In ihie face of these fucts it is time that gov-
ernment shonld mnke an effort to relieve our
prisoners from their barbarous jailors. When
the rebellion is over the rebels afterwards cap-
turod and held to account can receive cheir
deserts,

Civcvs or rue Asonrrion Mesuens opr
aness.—The ennous of the ropublican memb
of Congress, called by a two days’ notice
Saturday evening lwat, in the hall of the Ho
of Representatives, proved a complets fail
Only twelve of the radicwls nssembled, axnd
caucus was adjonrned to this evening,

hope it will prove an equal abortion agwn.
The object of the caucus ¥as to discuss t
emancipation measure now pending in €¢
gresd, and it was hoped that resolutions wos
be adopted censuring the President for his e
cervative policy. The fact that the moeeti
wid only attended by u dozen men 9 the v}’
best endorsement tho patriotic course of |
P'regident could receive. The abolitionists m
ai well meke up their minds at onee that th
Sutanic policy cannot be earried either by for
or fraud. The people are agninst them., A ea
cus of the republican members of Congress
a very unusual proceeding; but never was
party caucus so little called for as now, whe
all parties are rallying to the support of
government in carrying on the war of fl
Union. The concervative republicans foel thi
it would be an insult to the democratic repr
sentatives to lend themselves to this

movement ata crisls in this nation's histo;, °

when ununimity is essential to the public safet;
und mere party measures cannot be sustaine
I the radigals ghould even succeed in carryin
their ohnoxious Bills by a majority, it is certa
the President would give them a quictus by
veto; and there can be little doubt that wh
the abolitionists come before the people for
election they will be sure to receive a quiet
which will put them to sleep for the remaind
of their lives. We have obtained reliable
telligence even from New Enpland, where
have commissioners ascertaining the publ
sentiment, that the emuncipation measures wi
not be sustained by the people; and if the
ministration should adopt them it would b
shattered to pieces like a potter’s vessel, And
what, wo-ask, would become of the authors
such revolutionary measures? )
What these fanatical politicians are seekin,
to do would have the effect of driving the n
tion buck to barbarism. No modern civil
nation carries on war in the fashion which t
propose. When the British government, ir
1856, solicited the United States to become &
parly to the treaty of Puris, as regards pri
vateering, the reply of our government wall
that if the humane and enlightened rule was

tries is now applied to the land, that the p
vate property of an enemy is exempt from cap
ture, the United States would ngrec to the
change. This shows what the position of our
government and of all the governments o
Enrope was then upon the question of cap

turing an enemy’s private property on land

Do the revolutionary radicals desire fo commits
the nation to barbarities which would deprive
us of the sympathy and conntenance of thas
civilized world? But the constitution of thel
United States absolutely prohibits the proposeds
confiscation in the case of domestic insurrec
tion, 1If the abolitionists in Congress will poa
an act which aboliches the constitution and
dissolves the bonds of the Union, then, we aslk,
for what is it that the nation is now shedding
its blood and treasure!

Tue Intsn Famie Axp EMigraTioN 10 AMERI-
¢A—The fallure of the potato crop, which
threatens Ireland with another famine not less
dizsstrous than that of 1847-8, will result
in another great exodus of its popula-
tion. The popular mind will be turned
to emigration as the only panacea with-
in individual reach in the midst of the
terrible distress that is likely so seon to over-
take that country. The majority of the Irish
peasantry, it is true, will be utterly unable to
raire sufficient money to carry them to Ame-
rien; but hundreds of thousands will, with the
scanty means at their disposal, and the asrist-
ance of friends already here, succced in making
their way to the land of the free and the home
of the brave, For some months past there has
been a large decrease in the number of immi-
grants arriving at this and other Northern
poris; but we muy now loock forward
{o o sensible and continued increase in the tide
of immigration. The idea has gone abroad that
this is a bad time to come to the United States,
for the renson that employment is suid to be
hardly obtainable. But this requires corree-
tion. There never was a period wlen an ag-
tive body and a strong arm were so sure of em-
ployment asat present. All the avenues of
industry are open to both the skilled and un-
skilled laberer, and agriculture is universally
flourishing, while most of our manufactures are
in brisk demand. Moreover, there is the army
open to all, in which a private’s daily pay is
equal to many a laborer’s week's wages in
Ireland, besides good rations, camp and cloth-
ing. We can readily absorb the surplus popu-
lation of Ireland or any other country. Our
resources are so vast thatall who come will
find ample field for honest industry; andins
hundred years time, and with a hundred mil-
lions more people, it will be said, as now, the
more the better.

Tur Corrox QuEsTiox ANp THE Brooxaps.—
One of the firzt measures of the rebel govern-
ment was to probibit the export of cotton, and
to declare that not a pound of it should go to
supply the wants of Europe. This was n stroke
to compel England to force our blockade and
thus got her into a war with this conntry, Fail-
ing to accomplixh this, even by the suave whis-
perings of the rehel Cemmissioners, we find that
orders are issned now to burn all the cotton on
the approach of the Union troops. Apart from
the uselessness of this proceeding, it will only
have the effect of showing what the object of
the rehel Stutes s, and it will convinee the gov-
ernments of Europe that they are determined
that they hall have no cotion, unless they con-
sent to be driven into onr domestic quarrel.

Snch a spirit will hardly belp the chances of
recognition by foreign governmenta.

b A i N T S

P Navat, Cornox Anovsn Remaviion—By
the following list of footholds scized by our
troops on the coast of the rebellious States, it
will be eeen how extensive a cordon is drawn
around them on the seaboard:—

Honthwest I'ngses.
Fhip Ieland. ...
Rante Toosn Tslan
Fort Plekens,
Tioy West.o..,
TOrLNEAA .« cannnnsnnin
Ty!es Taland
Port Itnyal. ..
Hatteras,..
Foriress Mouro
Newport News,

All that is wanted to complete the eirele of
fire avound the sporplon, and compel it to sting
itself to death, is the departure of Burnside’s,
Butler's and the Misslguippi expeditions,’

. Loulsianna,

it vl Ghasninecy VLRI,
.............. veesns Viegining
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