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THE STRUGGLE IN THE WEST.

Strategic Positions leld by the Rebels
to Resist the Advance of the Union~
ists Either by Land or Water.

The Feeling in Kentucky and Missouri
at the Present Time.

The Rising of the Tennesseeans Con-
firmed by Correspondence Dated An-
terior to the Battle of Morristown.

Map of the Vicinity of the
Contested Ground.

A UMON ADVANCE IN PERSPECTIVE,

&e,, &e., &
MAP OF KENTUCKY AND TENNESSEE.

S,
The Union and Rebel Positions=—The Ad-
vance of the Umion Troops, and the

Platcs Belroted by the Rebels ns Polnts

of Resistance=The Bridges Destroyed

by the Loyal Tenncusecans, &c.

In view of the importance of the struggle now golng on
In the West, we are induced to pr our ders with
& clear map of the States of Tennessee and Kentucky, io-
cluding much of the surrounding vicinity, taking a8 a
ecatral point the rebel position st Bowling Green , which
8 situated on the louisviile and Nashville Railroad, ut
Ahe junction between thut and the road leading to Mem-
phis, The strategic importance of Bowling Green is made
apparent to all at a glance, and its poseersion by the re-
"bels gives them the command of the most advantageois
means of reinforcement both o men and the commis.
sarint, a8 well as o ready route to the Missiseippl in the
avent of the advance of the feet from Cairo, AW {roopa
are continually pouring into Loalsville (néirly due nortn

Bowling Green), and General Rosseau’s Union camp
eltuated at ‘Muldraw's Hill, geveral mHes mearer the
rebel camp, and on tbe railroad, the rebpls to prevent
the advaocs of the Union troops—and which advance”
must be apparent to them-—have destroyed the railroad
bridge across the Green river, o as to interfere with
their transit. Union camps are, howoever, logat-
ol at Panville, Lexington aod Somersel, on the
read from Cincinnati through Covington, from
which places good travelled roads lead into T vin
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Cumberland Gap and at & poiot farther west nnd higher
up the Cumberland river, These points are guarded by
the rebels, and doubtless will be warmly contested if
attacked. From Bowling Gresn to Memphis it is appa-
rent that the rebels have ocoupied all positions oo the
rafiroad likely tobe attacked, and,as eeveral junctiona
break in upon the main line communicating with Nash-
wille, Hickman and Columbus, it is important that they
should pot lope the possession of any part of the road, so
wa Lo enable them to immediately concentrate their
troope at any one of the exposed positions. It is also as
important that the Union troops sbould gain possession
of pomo of these branches, or even of the main line
Waell.

Apother important featurs is the terrific eMirts that are
being made by the rebals to further fortify Columbus and
the many bluffs and points of the Mississippi river, so ax
%o realst, retard, snd perhips annihilate, e teat about
to gtart from Cairo. Whether they can do the last or no'
is & question of timo; sufice it to say they jeertainly il
pot succeed in doing =0 at Hilton Head, Hatteras Inlet or
Tybee Island. The railroad lines before noticed ean con-
way troops to all those important points, and, if beaten at
the first, can burry them to the second, third, and s0 on
ontl they reach Memphis, or even Now Orleans. Al
though we hold Paducah, the troops cannot as readily be
sransferred as can those of the rebels.

Tho Comberland Mountains are importam, containing,
asthey do. several important strategic positions. Cum
berland Gap and Winter Gap bave been co often e
wiously mentioned that nothing Is further nesded thun (b
map to show their exact locality.

Pussing, therefose, to the south, we notice the railroad
to Richmond and the main line of communication butween
the rebel forces East, West and South. By refercnce to
the map |t appears that no lees than five bridges have
been destroyed by the Unloniste of Tennessce, thereby
cutting off this communication and retarding the advance
of troops from Virginia to Memphis and the Mississippi.
Further than this, wo have recently received the news
that Acting Genoral Parson Brownlow bas taken possess
slon of a part of the line at Morristown—a point situsted
mearly due south of Cumberiand Gap.

That the mountajus of East Tinnessee and Western
North Carolina contain strong Union residents there can
be no donbt, and that there men are rising in behalf of
tho Union we bave abundant proof.  Thege fnl:-ts, ingon
pection with the Mississippi fleet, make this the most im,
pertant part of the struggle nt the present time.

GENERAL BUELL'S DIVISION.
OUR LOUISVILLE CORRESPONDENCE.
Lovmviee, Dec, 8, 1561
Military and Legislative Infelligence— Nashviile News Sig”
nifcant—Zaollicafler Sl at Cumberland Gap, Which is

Btrongly Fortificd—A Panic in Mempliés—The Movements

Towards Bowling Green—Neo Forward Movements Fwx.

peciad—The Meeting of the Kentucky State Legislature—

A Strong Unicm Re olulion Before the Senate—Relisf for

Ireland, d., de.
i+ Bouthern papers, without containing much newe, aro
eignificant, particulurly those of Nashville dates of the
18th Novomber.

Cumberland Gap, it appears, has never been evacunted
by Zollicoffer, and any attack which may have been made
upon it by General Thomas would have been exceedingly
doubtful of suecess. The polut has heretofore een con_
gidered of much importaccoe, and in the beginning of
the war was purtly furtitled,  Immediately subsoquent to
the retroat of Yollicoller, who, according to the Cowrier
of Nashville, fell back that he might be nearer his supply
trains, the fortiflicativns were materjally atrengthened
and heavily garrisousd. The natural advantages of the
sitnation bave not been overleoked, and the rebel papors
chicklo over the (act that It now geparates the East Ten.
peseas Unionists from their frivods, and shuts them out
grom all aid from Keotucky. Thoy claim that the Gap Is
now n stronghold  which  the  force holding |t
can defend against 10000 men coming from any
quarter., This indicates that Zollicoffer has made prepa’
rations for the anticipated atiack in his réar by the forces
wunder  Brownlow, who appears o have lain down h*
prayer bk of the parsom and the quill of the editor (o
take wp the shooting sick'" of the soldier. 1t i@ stated
alao that Yollicoffer has ngain moved forward ioto Ken-
tucky; but, s it is eaid to be by snother route, it is not
eredited Liere, He i reported st Monticello, Wayno
county, whero a part of Gen, Schouplls’ brigade was until
mtely stationod.

No fears seem to be entertained by the rebels that
Cumberland Gap eannot be defended. Indeed, they anti-

elpate po advance by that route. The attention of the
whole Southwoel gsems to turn towards Columbus and
the approaches to Memphis. The denizens of the lntter
place entortiin great (oars of an jmmedisto atiosk from
#ome eource not named, and by despatches dated e
18th to the Nushville DPatriot I learn that tho city
of Memphis was jo a fever of exciiement and dis
may o r.ﬂnsmq‘:nce of an  impending  conflict
at  Colombus, o Legidature  of  Arkansas -
paars to have been disperscd om the 16th by news
recoived  [rom  the  portuwostern counties of  that
Blate, A despatch to that effivet s found in the Memphis
papers of the 17(h. What movement in that fguarier

croated this consternation is not stated, nor can it be
imagined here, unless the Migsasippl army ehall have
:netpﬂ‘lhlf)‘ made fle appenrance in Northwestern Ar-

ANELE.

AL any ratey this consternation has reaghed
and extendeld over the whole of Tennessen ang
ud every proparalion s being made to de.
Troapa for especinl duty ‘at that mmtI

r .ﬂ‘.-rt In Misgiesippl and Lonlsiann,  Importint
works ol defenes are being consirodted at Columbus and

-
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above it, and every available moang are being employed
to render the position impregnable,

May itnot be true, ae has been suggested, that the
Union forces in the central part of Kentueky are waiting
for this movemant, on the part of the Mississippi ariny,
o engago the of Buckner and Jol P Alarge
army—fuily 76,000 men—is now concentrating Ly do
grees upon Powling Green. The movements are paintully
elow, and apparautly wanting in vigor; but we wre con-
tent here bo wait and see whit (8 to be the end,
The rapidity with which troops are maved here, and the
slowness with which they are moved forward towards
the line of the eneiny,nre extremely incomprehenaihle,
There are now not Jess than 12,000 men i enmp at this
ﬂhu:e. which is seventy-five miles from the advanced posi-

on.

1t ia considered at headquarters that the appearance of
Zolljeoffer and vther rebel forces in Southern Central Ken-
tucky , instomnd of being for offensive purposes, is meant
a8 u protocthon to the right wing of General Buckner at
Guwiing Gresn. T am not aware of any offorts being made
to force in the wing and rid the country of the depre-
tore, nnless fort)'yiog can Le called such, General
kinridge is upon the left dank of Bhckner, to oppose
the torwird movement of Geoeral Crittenden,

There I8 Kitle bope of & forward movement in this quar-
ter at an early day.

The State Logislature met on Wednesday, the 27th No-
vembaer, but did not get w work until the 20th, a quorum
nol being present on the first day, an kegiving Day
interfering on the secoud. By resofition it wus pro-
posed Lo go into e election of & United Stater Senator in
place of Breckinridge on the 8d of December. No pro-
viston appears to have been made for holding an election
for & Senator in place of Powell, who, it is said, will take
his seat in the present convened Bepate,

The Senate had bofore it and reforred to the Committes
on Federal Relations a resolution to the effict that, “as
fentucky has eyer cherishied and adbered to the federal
Vnion, she will eling to it now in the time ol ite ex-
tremest paril with unfaltering devotion; that, though as
the inning of the mad and wicked war which is being
waged by the rebollious States for the destruction of the
Kovernmont she forbore to take part, she has never
ewerved from her full and forvid loyalty to the govern-
ment; and that now, gnee her profered medintion has
been gpurned, and her soll invaded by the Confoderate
armies, she deems it fit that ghe should announce Lo the
worid l.'lmt.mmdmg tirmiy by her government, she will
rokist every effort to destroy it, and she calls upon her
true and herole sons W radly around the standnrd of their
country, and put forth the whole eusrgies of the Com-
monwealth till the rebellion gliall be overthrown, and the
Just supremacy of the national government shall be re-
stored and maintained everywhere within (b6 limits. "

Leave was granted to bring in bills for the relie? and
benedit of the Kentueky volunteers and soldiers in the
wrmy of the United States.  One exempts them from the
payment of county taxes, another from attachiment of
property,and a third from arrest nnd trial for the som-
miggion of misdemeanors. A fourth il not read, und
the minatiee of which is pot stated, makes some kind of
proyigion for Kentuckians in the regular service.

A bi* was referred to the Judiclury Commiitee provid.
ing that no person now aidiog und assisting the rebeilion,
or who has aided or assisted said reballion agninst the
government of the United States, vhall ever hold any
office of honor or profit in this Commonwealth,

More uotice was taken of the ‘‘provisional govern-
ment’” movement of the rebels at Rusgeliville than the
ingignificant effort desorved. The resclutions offered nnd
submitted to the appropriate committee declared that the
attempt to establish a *proviglooal govermmont’” over
Keutucky (8 an opon and fagrant violation of hor consti-
tution and of the right of her peaple to govern themealves
i8 an efMort to subve: t and overturn the civil govornment
af the State, and sobstitute o militnry despotism in 1=
etond: the work of disappoihted ambition: a part of tho
general echeme to dostroy the nationsl government, and
unprovoked snd unmitigated treagon of the deapest dye;
subversive of popular government; i deserving of the
utter execraton of every true Kontuckinn: muet, and,
9 Kentueky remains the Kentueky of old.'* will be put
down and the power of the Commonwealth vindcated,

Attuched to the resolotions was the following: —We
therefore appeal opee more tothe oft tried bravory aod
patriotiem of Kentieky to expel the Invaders from cur
#0il, break up this 'provisionsl government’ of traitors,
®uRtain the national Unlon of which she 8 & member, and
defend the national government that so promptly amd
nobly defends her in this her hour of trial againet the in-
vaglon of her ‘Southern brethren’ and the perfidous
trenchery of her own unworthy sons.”' lu eonnection
with thoge Governor Magoflin is lnstrocted to lksue hig
proclamation to the people of Kentucky forshwith, fore-
warning them againat participating in, aiding, abatting or
o any manner giviog countenance, sid or comfort to gaid
provisivnal government or any similar organization in-
tnded or ealeulated to subvert, counteract or obstifl
the constitution or lnwe of the State, and requiring thoss
already engaped inseid provisional government (o dis.
band and degtst from all further etforts toorgnnize or
carry it on,

The Kentoeky Congressional delegation was fnutricted
to use all ennstitutionn] means in their power to inilnes
fu::grcisx to afford, by appropriate legislation, relief 1o

relani.

The charter of the Peopls's Bank of Kentucky has been
&0 amended ns to allow & majority of the sockbolders to
remove it from Bowling Groen to Lonsvidle,  The specie
in the vaults of the mother bank, st Bowling Green, was
removed anterior to the advent of Buckoer, and the main
ag<ets of the bauk are this and otherwise secared,

A resolution was adopted iostructing the Committes on
Mi ooy Afluirg to inguire Into and report whether it is
r2pa  ut and neecsgary to raise 25,600 trovps in Ket-

ck orany other number, in addition to those now in
" from this Stute, for a term of service not exeeed.
fug vie year, to be organteod and olllecred under the ag.
thority of the State, and suhject to the order of the com-
manding general of this department.

A resolution was offered by Mr. Burne, tho rebel repre-
eentative, demanding of the President of the United
States the immediate delivery of Moesre, Morehesd, Hare
and Durrett, now in Fort Warren, into the eustody of the
United States Court for the district of Kentucky, that
charges may be proforred against them if they have eom-
mitted sy offenee againgt the lawe of the United Stutes,
and that ﬂn-}' may hinve a spesdy and impartial trial, r3
prescribed by the eonstitution of the State of Kentueky.

The resclution lies over.

Lovisviux, Ky., Den, &, 1861,

Zolliocgffer at thet Head of 8,000 Rebels on Cumberland River
at Gridir's Farry—Colonel Hoskinz, with a few Dnion
Troopa, Defends the Crosping—dAn Artillery Duel—Arri
val of @ Portion gf General Schogt ‘s Brigade—Rabels
Compelled to Retive—1'he President’s Slavery Clavee of the
Message Condemned—Why the Kendweldons Glyect (o i,
de., dr.

@eueral Zoliicoffer hag made his appearance, at th

h_____._g

head of 8,000 men, op the Cumberland river, at tha point
in Palaski county crossed by the riad from Somarset to
Monticallo. This point {8 known as Grider's Ferry,and
fs the only point available for crossing within many miles.
Four miles down the river Fishing croek emptlies into the
Cumberiand, and thros miles above another stream jolns
the river. These sireams, running south to the river,
and nearly parallel with each other, renders it necessary
that Zollicofer shonld cross st & point betwoen the two
atreams, congequently at Gridor's Ferry. To defend this
crossing, Colonel Hogkine, who had been encamped at
Somerset, marched to the river, and with two pioces of
artillery attem to defend the ﬁnum of the river,
On the Igt inst?, & skirmish,or rather artillery doel, ok
placa betwoon the advancs of Zollicolfor's and Colonel Hos-
kin's force of an lncomplete mgiment. A few shells woro
thrown among the sebela, but with what effect is not
known.

Immediately subseqg to this reinfor which
Col. Hosking had asked for began to arrive. Gen. Schoepfl,
with a detachiment of cavalry and two pleces of n.rf.ll]ory'
arrived on the afternoon of the 1st of Docember, in time
to give the departing rebels a last salute. Four regiments
were to have reached Grider's Forry on the same even_
ing, but wo have no information to that offect up to this
time. It is known, however, that the Seventeenth and
Eighteenth Ohjo regiments, with four ploces of artillery,
pasged through Somersot.

On the 24 of December the rebels made their appear,
ance on the eouth alde of the river in grester foree and
with several pleces of artillery. They rpened in a brisk
cannonade, throwing shells into Col. Hosking' camp; but
they wera soon compellod to retire whon the rifled picees
were made to bear upon them, The officer in command
Of the guns was known to have been killed, nnd was seen
carried off the field.

Passengers by last night's traln report heavy cannon-
ading in the direction of Somerset ou the 3d of ['scem-
ber, continuing all day, It i8 thought that a battle has
Leen going on.  'We shall probably have more definite
news Lo morrow,

Considerable exeitement exists here, grow g out of the
distresing articles in the Journal and  Democraf of this
morniog oo the Presidentinl treatment of the slavery
auestion,  The langunge of the Message did not ciuse any
undug excilement, but to.day the Journal’s eritigue upon
the clanse relating to slavery has gtarted the londmonthed,
nud it s being geoerally discussed and condemuned. The
configcation law referred to by the Pregident hie boen o
goures of trouble in this State from the firkt, wnd is lkely
to do mineh harm in dividing the peaple of the Stute upon
the Union question.  The Jourmal's articlo = very strong
and omphatic. 1t looka apon the objeet jonable clause of
the Messago us the ‘oxpression of anindircet and nnman
Iy concurrence’’ in the lately expressed sentiments of
Coclirane and Cameron, ' that the pas=age iz virtually n
hint to Congress to pdopt extreme meagures, &e.” Dy
Coxtreme measures’” the Jowrnal means Cabolishiog
slavery,”  The Jowrnal thinks the “adoption of sueh msa-
sures woild swallow up the nation," thit their adoption
cim anly pe prevented in threo way "iret, by gront
and pnmod iate sueoess of our arme, r i this aboli-
tion of elavery nnnecessnry ; second, by o stroug conser
vative opposition; or, third, by the resignation of the
henids of the nroey departments, Tt calln upon the Legisla
ture of Kentuehyv first, and the Legielatures of the
SBouthern Union =intes, to take iimmodiate steps to op.
poso the aprarently wtended aotion of the sdministration,

& Denwceat aoes 1 the suggestion o the States to
eonflscate slave property and turn the slaves over to the
government anly u eoutmereial way of setting them [ree,
and objects (o it, arguing thet the natlonal governmoent
has no right o purchase slaves, aod, instewd of being a
remuneration, I8 # tax upon the peaple of the State. It
thinks the ru:i'n course of our Legielature is (o eonflscats
the slaves of rebels and sell them to indivigeoals—not to
the government!  The question then comes up, (s the
anti-tlavery, semi-abolition majority in Congross willing
to pay the expenses of the war by what they consider
traiflicking in blood?

The "Legisinture I8 doing little of importance. A hill
has been prepared, but not presented, providiog for the
confiscation of the slave property of rebels, and their dis-
posal for account of the goveroment,  What it will end in,
what distractions [t will prodice, ecannot be foretold,
The House stands about soventy -four to one for the Union:
but [ think befors the discussion of the confiscation bill
& ended the majority will be congsiderably reduced.

THE MOVEMENTS IN THE DIRECTION OF
NASHVILLE,
[From the Cincinnat| Gazette, Dea, 2.]

1t was understood that the Camp ek Robinson troops
wers to be moved acros: the couniry 1o co-oporate with
the eplumn on the Lodievillo and Nashyille Rajlrosd, in
the attuck on Bowling Green and the advanca to Nash
ville, In accordance with thiis design the troops marched
from Danville across to Lebanen, whers they reachoed a
branch of the Lousvillo and Nashville road, and eould be
speedily united with the mai column. The Fourteeuth
Obio hud arrived al Lobaoon, and tne Sevontecnth and
Thirty-first wors woell on the way when, on Thureday last,
orders eame up to move back to Bomerset to repel a do-
monetration of Zollicoffer's, On Friday the Fourleenth
was st Lebanon, waiting to be puid Yefors retaroing,
and the Seventh and Thirey - b ot oae far s Dag
ville oo their woy back. F ratt in but twoenty-five or
thirty miles (o ure e troons Balied on
their movi and Gap, 8o the troops
after murehing oo ed und ume handrad
elghty miim f 15, wra to get back almost to thalr
old pluee, paid to be making & demotatea
ton agninat “omerset: Lence the nndden advancs back
ward again

GENERAL HALLECK'S DIVISION.
VIEWS OF GENERAL HALLECK ON THE
WAR.

WHAT [E THINKS OF THE PLAN OF ATTACK, CONCEN-
TRATION AND DEFENCE-—WHY THE TROOPS FELL

DACK IN EENTUCKY AND MISSOUNI.

Genoral Hallack, the pressut communder of the De
partmeat of Miszouri, several years sines doliversd a
evurse of lectures, in which he made almost prophietical

emarka applicable to this war. Speaking upon affeneip:

war, ho sald:—=“A war of lnvasion may, however, huve
ity disadvantages. Ita ling of operal jons may become
to0 deep (that s, the end to be attalped moy be very
distant from the base of operationa), which i= always
hagardous in an enemy’s country, All the natural snd
nrtifleial obstacles, such as y Plvers, defiles,
furtiications, &o., are favorable to defence, but diffieult
to be overcome by the jovader. The local autheri

ties and inhal oppose  instend of facilitating
hiz  operations; and if patriotism  animate  the
dofensiva nrmy to ght for the jndependsncs of ita threat”
ened country, the war may be long and bloody. Butif
a polikical diversion be made in favor of the invading force,
and its aperations be attended with sucoess, i drikes the enemy

at the Reart, paralysds all his military energies, and deprives

Al of his meilitary raowres, thus prompily termenattngthe

comiest,""

THE FALLING BACK OF THE TROOPR IN MISSOURI AND
KENTUCKY,

Beveral rmall bodles of troops have Been for somo
time wcatiered ahont in varions parte of the troubled
Staws of Keatncky and Missourl, und when they had, by
order of the former commanding Genorals, reached the
neighiborhood of tho borders of the secedod States and
apparently wers about to advance upon the rebelson
their own ground, they were chagrined Lo find the new
commanders give orders for them all to fall back upon
ocortain partioular poste. Tho natural inguiries of the non
military reader of the said intelligencs would bo “What
ary  they retreating for?’ and ““Why do they not
adyance and wirp the rebels on their own groandt'
Gen. Halleck shows plainly that the movemont s but
apart of his own settled policy (and doubtless ane that
meets the cordial approval of the Commandoer-in Cllef);
for he seys—*The first aud most importaot rule in of-
fensive warfure i# Lo keep your forces ag much concen-
truted as pozsible.  This will nof only prevend migforfune,
biat gecirs victory, since, by I8 neco-gary operation, you
possess the power of throwing your whols foree upon any
exposed point of your enomy's pogitlon, "

Some writers have made exceptions to this rule of
General Halleck's, viz:—

18t, When the food und forage of the neighborbood in
which you act haye been exhinstod aud destroyed, and
your maguzines are, from any caase, unable to supply the
deficieney, one of two thiogs must ba done—either you
must go to the place where these articles abound, or you
must draw from them your supplies by detachments.

24, Bmall detacliments should be gont out to feel the
way for the main hody, g0 us o draw an attack, and so
rigk vns body for the security of the other,

31, Whens you have complete evidence of the actual
or probable insurrection in your faver of a town or pro-
vines of your snemy, or of & division of his army, yon
must support this inclination by strong detachments | and

4th. When, by despatehing o detachinent, you may be
able to intercopt a couvoy or reinforcement coming to
th wid of your onemy.

Gonoral Halleck, however, eontends that thess are ap-
parent, ratbor than real exceptions, td the rule of con.
ceutration.

BHOULD THE ARMY BE ALL IN THE SAME PLACE?

Un this question the commander of the Deparunent of
Missouri puts forth a decisive negative, He sayd—
“This rule does not require that all the army should oe-
cupy the same position. Far from it. Concentration
requires the main body to be in immodiate and support
ing reach.” He intimates that the iovading forces
should be #o located that an open hand placed upon
the map of the country should represeut thelr posi-
tion, the fingers indicating the location of the saveral
detachments thrown out on important strategic lines,
and which should be able to bo as readily drawn in as
closing the band, upon the principal and central mass,
preparatory to striking some important blow, This
doubtless accounts for the movement of the virious bri-
gades seuttered about Missoar! by the former eommasndor
of the West to points upon the raflroad lines, all within
ensy distance of each other, and readily accessible
'rom Bt Louis. The same fact spplies to Ken.
tucky, sl gives & denlal to  the  reports
of a disastrous retreat of our army in that State. The
falling back f8 but a portion of & praconcerted plan
based upon nuthorities eimilar to the above,

BHOULD THE ATTACK BE VIGOROUSLY FOLLOWED Up?

All writors agree upon the ailirmative in relstion to
this point. General Halleek sayz:—Whntover measurs
be necessary to open your routo to these objoots must ba
promptly taken, aod if yon mean to sulsist yourself at
the enemy's expense your movements must be more
rapid than his. Give him time to breatho—and, above
all, give Lim time to reat—and your project is blusted;
his forngoes will be ; and lis filled nnd
secureid,  the roads of approach will be obstructed,
Bl .-'.y*'-fr.‘lj*ur.l,nnd strong poluts taken everywhors
and defieodod.

Hew plaiwly this short but important truism has been
veriiod tn tho present war, Daring the engagements (n
Wentorn Virginia, but more especially at Laorel Hill,
Biel Motukain, &e., how long did General MeClellan allow
his susiny to rest after he first attacked him? Compara-
Lesly no time avall.  Attack after sttack fell upon the
robale, untl, in the courss of oue short woesk, the whole
party were routed  their genaral kiljed, and Western Vie-
glota saved. How difforant in Missourl. Le s
bosioged, but no bLelp was there by order m
manitar of the department. Prico got passession of the
plaso and the Union troops, sod, aithough the commandar

maden groat khow of advancing upen bim, and oven lefs 8¢,

Louls with s body of troops for the purpose, still he only

reschid about half way, and there stopped, allowing thie
rebel gengral not coly timoe to breathe, but, also to rest,
and to esenpe,  The excnsoe may be that he could not get
his troops together o time, but, it he had acted upon the
proper principles of congentration a much lgas time than
he occupiod would only bave been nectssary for thint
purpose, and he not only would have beonable to bhave at

tucked I'rice, but would have saved the country the exponse
of the chase throughout the svutbwaest of the State, and
which resulted in thie order for the troops to Ycome back
again'' without haviog accomplishoed auything. Burgoyne,
i 1777, by shnllar nction, reduced himself to the ne
oesslvy of bleeding at every stop without equivalent or
uae,

HIMOULD THE ASSAILED ALWAYS FIND BECURITY IN

FLIGHT?

Such a course muost always tend to their disadvantage
In the end, In giving inseuctions for the best means op
conducting o delensive war, Goneral Halleck makes the
fallowing remarks:— " Instead of finding security ooly In
flight; Instead of habitually refusing to look the enemy
In the face; justead of leaving bis march undisturbed; in.
stead of abanloning, without contest, pwints stroag by
wature and by art, instead of all this, the troo war of do-
funos seoks every occusion to meaet the enemy, and loses
noue by which it can aovoy or defeat him; it s always
awike; it Beonstantly in motion and oever umpropared

fur sither attack or defence.’  (In the ‘‘glorious” cam
patgn of Ganeral Floyd, in the Kauswha Valley, 1t does
not seem Lo ba his policy to follow this plan of arrange.
ment in the slightest particular.)  After desceibing what
the wttacked party should do, the General concludes his
remarke o the fullowing language:—In a word, by
adopting the maxim that the snemy must be made
pay for whatever he puins, it disputes with him every
inch of ground, and if at Jast it yiells to bim & vietory , it
i of that kind which ealls furth only his sighs," Such a
victory wias Bunker Hill,
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The Rebels Reported in Powession of Worsaw—eice's

Army at Geeeolo—MeCulluch Gone into Winter Quariers—

Progress of the Missiaippi Erpedition  FPreparations—

Miscellaneous News, die.

Alady who urrived lnst evening dircet from Warsaw—
baviug Loty that town on Thursday morning—states that
at the tims of hor departure there wore about gix bun.
dred rebels in possession of the place, They wers [rom
Price’s army , which they represented to be at Osceols, on
it wny to Lexington and ather towns along the Missouri
river, thoueh they did not all ugres upon the samoe story,
A part of (he panr assected that Price had ot lelt Spring
fleld, mad w0 gome uo further north uotil the rotura of
wirm weather; while still others asszured their listenors
that the rebel nrmy was at Etockton.  All agreed that
MeCulloch bhad ot traated them properly. having desert
ed them ug soon as the Unlon army was withdrawn, ool
taken up Lis line of march for Fort SEmith, where he ex
pectod to winter. Thess returned rebals say they have
come home to spend the winter In their own houses,
where they can got well clothed and shod, and preparcd
Lo return to the fleld aguin in the spring. They claimed
protection from federal goldiers or office holders, and as-
morted, with much vohemence, that they could not be
trouhled aftor they had voluntarily left the rebel army.

Fremout's treaty with Geoeral Price is the shelter under
which they attempted to hide, anfdl great was their sur
prise and ohagrin when they learoed that it bad been an
nulled by Fremont's successor. It 18, however, quite
lkely that they will not be molestod while sl their
homes, unless some of their loyal nelghbors choose to in.
torfere.  Thess returned rebels are thinly clad, and some
are hadly off {or shoes, but the most of them appear (o
good health and confident of ultimate success. Thay

evince o deepseuted hatred and fewr of Geuera! Singel,
und would donbtiess march agauust him with moch
reluctance and many misgiviogs, Genersl Sturgm was
the leagt ohnoxious to them of ali our divigion aud brigado
commandars,

In euritrast with our kind treatment and non-molesta-
tion of rebels m our lines s the abuse aod outrage beap-
il upon loyal clitizens of Missouri wherever the tranor
army I8 pow in power. Yesterduy 1 sow a line of some
thirty wagons just areived from the Southwest apd contam
o the fumaiies and houssliol ks of Unhon maen who had
been deiven out in coose ool Lhair loyndty,  Those |
saw wore bat o 9l fraction of the twnber that has
already paesed through St Louls to sk an azylom o
gote of the Northero States, and thoy told me that there
are (i ten thou-and no the way hither, Many nre
entirely destitpte, tho robuls baving plunderad thom of
evervih of value belore driviog them away. |
have known r tted nstances of familiea depending

upon  the charity of tue prople bere o ad them
in croesing  the rlver and gelling again  on
their  way. The ladies of Haruam's Hotel
are this mnrll!ll‘. busy o makiog  eollections

of all the castoff ©
view uf distributie
clad rofugees )

thing about e premigos, with the
mmong the more seody aud thinly
v odiave gathered quite an array of
crmle, pante, dresseg, and tnany Dumerous sid namesss
cteoterns of male wnd Temale apparel, nnd will make
glaid the hisart of tuny A poor, shivering oulesst, A b
of such vld clothing could be cas
would do moch good, amaong r warthy rec »
Deapolied of averytling, aod dr 1 desitiiuke upon the
worid at the approach of winter, for no otlior orite than
that of loving the Unon, the refugees of the Houtlwest
peorn particulally duserving of Bympathy,

The guubort Henton, which (s to be the Baghont of the
fleet, will bo o o condition to receive her armuwmeut |n
thres or four days. She will oot take Ler guts on boned
hiore, but will procesd 1o Caire for that purpose, s all the
othur gunboats have done as fast as completed. The mosg
of har sheathing has besn put on, rendering her aliost
completely ghot and ghell proof, At a litthe distunee oue
would bardly dare say what kind of éraft ghoe should be
called,  Long, low, biack, with slogiing sides, n convex
rool, completoly jron-olad, and witi po whoolhouse or
i & vislble, one could earlly fragine hir to o the
bili of gomo mamooth caoal boat turned bottom upwards

PRICE TWO CENTS.

hy mridtake,  OF conrs o spaciiie and detailed desaription
n:’ the flaghoat of the feet woulil not at this time bo judi-
chois,

Up to the hour of my writing there In no news of any
battle having ocenrred o the Southwest, and glnee o
rotarn of MeCualloeh to Arkansie, and the cumopsd dotoore
af Price n the dlrection of Kanga=, the chaices ol an
angagoront betwoen the rebol and the Union arimies in
Missour{ bive grown execodingly small,  The troops at
Rolla are engaged i hailding wi ter quartors, and 1 lvarn
that ordeps b Tt for thie Poress al 'l wmy amdl vl
s, The selibiors now undor | et o wk
Beatin Barcacks lave lately boon furnishod with stoves,
anidare gatting along quite comfortably. Thers sre seve-
il wis i onr Weatern amy thot have not vet
been wapplial with averaonts, aud lacge nombers of the
soldices sloop aid slilver nichtly uniler Wanketa of the
Mlmehest fahde,  Genornd Fall ck 18 putting matlers in
ordor ae (st g possible, and promiges (o altend 0 due
Hmn b the personnl wants of the mon,

Jubn A Thompeom, Fey., of (iranhy, Newton
county, Missourl, Wi lnid'y  teecived B eonumise
Bl B capbin i the  FEipbteenth United =

Iu_rnnl.r_v,um g vedered to peport nt the headgun
of his regiment, nt Colambus, Obio. Cantam Thom son
wan tormerly City Attorney of Gh S the nethor of
lIIm “Munlepal - Laws' " of that (heiving likeopolis,
Threo yea 8 ago ho retnoved Lo Seuthwst Missonrel, and
Wils et vely angiged in lend mong ot the tane (e
rebellion oponed.  Farly in the summor e wis conmpellid
to flee Lo csenpe the fury of the rebel bands then orginn-
fred in the lead rogons, snd enme to st Louis, lonving
his worhl |y posseogsl s at the merey of the tindtors. A
goed lawyer aod an enterprisiog lowd niner hae thus boen
metamorphosod into an offfoer of the resular army.
Consitdoring his relations with Missouri, it wonld seem
propey thiut Captain Thomzon ghoald b o the service
within the limits of the State racher than outaile ber
borders,

Therlver s steadily fallimg, and within three days
thore will be lexs than five (et o the ehanoel e wern
this elty and Calro.  Teo g already runuing pust St Jo-
seph atd Dunleith, though none i apparent front of
thiseity,  Old stesnbost men wra lega foarful of oo oles
of navigation by cold weather than they were nfew days
mipvo.

Hr. Lowmm, Dee, B, 1801,
Vigorows Policy of General Halleek in the Treatment of Hebel

Outranes—The Eriles from Spring fleld to be Quarlerad on

Wialthy Robels in St Lowi—Vagaries of the Camp

Jackiom Prisoners— Initevesting Hlewa, de,

General Halleek gives ovidence of a vigorous policy to-
wards the rebel traitors of this State, For some days
past the unfortunate sufferers of the southwest portion
o Lo State, who have boen driven out on secount of their
Union sentiments, bave lined our thoroughfares mod
presented many of the most painful scenes of poverty
and affliction ever witnessed in this city. Ouly asmall
portion  arrived o proportion to  the  thousamds
whe left Speingtield and vieinity in eompany with
Goueral  Sigel's  divislon,  Thelr  appearance—balf
naked, henumbid with cold, and hardly able to stand|
has excited the liveliost s ympathy, and it 0 evident fhat
somothing must be done for these destitute people or
they will die ontright of starvation. Yesterday General
I ck lesumd an order on the subject, which has struck
constarnation into the hearts of the secessionists and ab
the same time provides wn effeciive remody. Iu s as
folluws:—

Tho luw of military retaliation has fixed and well es-
tublibied rules. While it ailows no eruel or bacbiroos
Acls on our part in rotalintion for 11ke acts of the envmy,
W permits any retaliatoy mensures within the pre-
peribed  limns  of  military  usage, the  one-
my murders sad  rols Unfon  men we aro oot
Justifiod in murdering awl robbing othor perscns who are,
in a legal pense, enemibos to our governmuent, but wi may
enfurce on them thy pevercet penaltics j.llh}id by the
Inws of war for the crimes of their fellow rebel®, ’rrm ro-
bel forees o the sonthwestern counties of this State have
rolibed and plunderad the praceful non-combaiant inhabi-
tanks, akmg from them their clothing anid means of sub-
fiutence  Men, women amd children have alike been
stripped and plupdered. Thousun's of such persons wre
fnding their way to this city barcfooted, half clad and in
a-dostituie and etarviog condition,  Humanity and justice
require that these gafferinge #hould be relieved, aod that
the oitrnges committed npon them should be retablated up-
un the soemy.  The inkividials who have disectly canscd
theso suflerings are af present beyond our reach; but
there are in this eity, and o other places within our
lwoe, wanlthy & s who render and, as-
Bistance aud encouragement 1o thiwe who commit lflm
ontrages,  They do not thenesivens poband plunder, but
they ahet and countenance thogs wets in others,
though less bold they are cqonlly gelity, Tt s, there-
fore, ordered and directed thit the Frovost Marsba s im-
me Hately ingaire inte the condition of the persons so
driven {7am their bomes, sud that measiros bo taken to
quarter them in the hooves and to Fecd and clotho them
at the vxpenee of avowed sescesionirts, and of thice who
are found golity of giviog nid, assistance and encourags-
tment b the enemy.

The above order 18 the tenth section of Genaeral Order
No, 18, the balance of which comporis with the extract,
The other section provides that sll spies shall be arrest-
od and I condemnoed as gpios shull be shot, without re
gard to sex. The vigorous t::jn amployed to glve expres-
#1om to Genernl Halleck's determination to deal wish the
rebels with an iron hand, s what causes the latter the
Erestest unensiness,

Upon inquiry st headqueriers this morning, |
learn that tho above order will be strictly enfore-
ril, Tho disposition of the matter has been handed
over to the Hanitary Committee, composed of Messrs.
Yeatman, FElliot, Partridge, Grealy and Johuson,
who huve boen tnvested with full power by General Hul-
leck to use any boilding owned by & rebal in the city that
may be pecdeld for the sheltor of the refugees (rom (he
SBouthwest, to melze blankots, stores, bed [uriiture,
und, in short, everything nesded Lo make the exiles
oot ortable, without regard to cost or congequence.  The
Frovust Murghal has atready turned over Lo the commit-
tee several hundred dollars’ worth of property, consst-
ing of blankets, cluthing und medicines, &e , taken from
the baggigee of the Camp Juckeon captives lately sent
Bouth as oxchunged prisoners, It wae remarked s &
curlous  fact, that {f General Halleck wished to
use  a “seessh''  boilding  for  sheltering  the
cxiles he could commenrs upon the one cocupled
ng hig own headguaters, the bmlding belog ownel by &

rampant Kecessionist, ‘the enforecment of the order is
nn easy mntter, There are are planty of crnpl.{ build-
g ownel by socessiniste within reach, and olier ard-
cles noeds 4 o mske the sufferors comfortable will nut be
loug forthooming.

The Lo patura of the Camp Jackson prigoners for Cairo
by sleambont wis to them an uncxpected alteration of
deating on, Thelr programme was o poss the federal
Jines we = lnlia aod Sornge throogh the conutry till they
reached P'riss's lipes. The sudden changs in their
route  wid n Beyers dampor upon  that  Interest-
jug programme. It I8 & good shing for she city
ihat theso men have loft. For more than two wooks
they travellod around the strests drossed In the recog-
niged nullorm of rebel soldiers, and flinanting treason ﬁl
the fwees of loyal people ju the most abjecth nable man-
uer. They triod all gorts of dodges to sbtaln advantages
not lujd down in the jaw for the exchang: of prisoners.
e of their schemics wus Lo nrp-ll very vigorously to
the military courteey of the obliging Provost Marsial,
Lagt Tuesday Genersl Frost, the king pin of the eanp
Juekson gang, and Ma'or Houry W, Wi'liams, who, o part,
arringed the terms of exchunge, cnfmrmf ths Provost
Marshal in bis office, sud endeavored 1o persuade him
thut courtesy requited him to permit them tocarry var us
coutrabrand packages to their foisuds in the South, They
urged that somes duy hereafte: the Confederates might be
in peopsession of St Lowi, and thet he—Capt, Leightin—
might be in ther fx, and re uiring fuvors wt the hands
of the victors,  But they could not convines the gallaot
Captain , and he told them plainly wthat they would be re-
atrieted to tho i persinnl eifucts, recognized by military
uenges; #o the rebels will have to wait awhile for thelr
paciongee.

It appears that Eaveas City, and, in fact, all the ¢oun-

try wost of Lodalis, from the Missour) river to the Ars
Kunsag line, i# to be given up enticely to the rebels, Gen,
Himter has ordered Col. Jennkson and his  band  of
dawhnwkers to return o Kansas, Jeonison evachated
unsak ity day before yesterday,and by this timo s
aale fn Lenvenworth, It s generaly believed, so 1 am
fuformed by a gentleman just arcived here from Leaven-
worth, that a portion of I'rics’s army intends to attack
that polnt, an | extensive preparations are being miado 1o
Kive them a warm reception. Kansas City will goon be
.Io\.‘-pnluu-u by thee Unbon men and thode Tamilies.  Mer-
cliints nre moving their gooda by steamboaig aud by
wigons W Leavenworth as rapidly as pessible, Families
Are emigrating to safer quarte s, and & general alirm pre-
valls,  The tolegruph wires beiwoen Ksosas Oty and
Iudepen ence  have nlrmui{ been eut o several
places, and (4 15 desigoed by the telograph company
to pmmodiately close the ofliow in Kaosas Clty, There
will doibtless bo muany outrages on the property of Union
mren which canuot be removed, and & Hietle further retas
laton iu St Louis will be necessary o make Kool tha
loss of Union property o that vielaity.  Podsilent Line
coln's Message wis recoived bere with pretly general
watfefactin,  The radicals on the siavery quest.on of
course wigh for a more decided policy so the smaneipa-
tion question, but nine tenths of the p ople, excluding the
eecesh, think Lincon 38 right in defliing the prineipai ob-
gect of the wa to be the restoration of the authority of
the Unlon.  The seeesh take particular detight in eompare
ing the late Message of Jell. Davis, as a literary elfort,
withi that of Honest Abo.
oMl Thompson's men are returning, as well as Prico’s,
Lo thewr homes fur the winter, o squads of {lve or six ub
n Lime.  An oficor who came infrom PHot Koob list
night says that the Unlon scouts report the return of
many of the robes who were in the ﬁ‘d.!l‘il:ll(““’n fight.
They are in & destitute condithn gene ally,
The Lisutenant Colonel, Chinppetie, who wasJefl. Thomp-
son’s add, snd who lately arrived ot Cao with a llag 00'
truee, ueking pormiseion to go after Jeil. Thompson's
wife, wus formerly an employé on the Pactic Rajiroad of
this State, and lived at Alienion. He ooly left horq last
summer.

gr. Lovm, Dec. 8, 1881,
Rare Political Gossip Affecting the Cabinet, Uniled Stidey
Senate gnd Supreme Court—How Senotor Polk 3 to be
Custed from His Seat—Juige Batesto Resign—=Sutserip-
teony fo Notiangl Lean—New Compications, dr. , de
A pire plece of political gosaip i3 in circulation heres
and i= told with such strong asseverations of trothoas




