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The Portion of Kentucky Under the Care of General Halleck, and to be Contested Between Eim and the Rebel
General Polk--The Rebel Position Below Cairo, and the Union Position at and Near it.
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The Advance to be Made by the Union
Farces Under Gen. Halleck.

Paducah versus Columbia---
Halleck versus Polk.

i e

A Brilliant Suit for Right of
Possession.

Governor Magoffin Defines His
Position.

4
Why Kentueky Has Not Sent More Volunteers
Into the Field,

GENERAL BUELL'S OXWARD MOVEMENT,
&e., &e., &o.

We give to-day & clear and comprebensive mayp of that
pari of Kentvcky, which belongs to the Department of
Missour], with n portion of the Mississippl river, and the
adjacent shores.  The official document polutiog ou the
limits of this department 18 thos worded.—

The Department of the Missourl js to (nclude the States
of Missouri, Jowa, Minuesota, Wisconsin, Ulinots, Arkangns
and that portion of Kentucky west of the Oumbertzud river
o be commanded by Mojor-General If. W, Halleck , Vinitad
Flatos Army.

Qur map shows on the west the important depol at
Catro, which commands the junetion of the Ohio and Mg
minsippi rivers. At thin point Gonoral MoClernand's foree i
stationed. Near this place are Birid's Poiut, Furt Holt, Fort
Jefferson and one or two other minor poinia beid by the
Union troops. Paseing down Uie Misslagipyi from Cairg the
first important point beld by the rebels (5 the Wl north
of Columbus, next Columbis diself, with Belment; next
Wolf Island, and, farther on “down Sonth, " Hickman,
All theee poluts are more or less fortifed, anl the pussage
along the river more or lese impoded.  Hickman and Co.
Jumbus are eonnectod by railroad | iod rapid comminica
thon and trangport batween them iz thug malntained,

Passing north from Cairo along the Ohio viver und fal
lowing its winding courga, the firét important poink is
Paducah, now beld by a large forco of troops nuder Gene
ralaBmith, Paine and Wallnoe. A steamer Lias rocently
teft Padoeab with Wallace's brigade of foar vegiments,
destined no ong beyond the commanders Knowing
whither. Much time snod skill bas heen devoted to per-
fecting the two Zoaawe regiments of this brigade in drill,
and we are confident they will make their mark the flrst

time they have a long-sought opportunity. In connsetion
with Wallace's expedition, we underatanid thata regiment
of cavalry crossed [rom Cairo and struck off into Lhe inte
rior. By this we may judge that some movemenis are
afoot, but of what nature thme alope will gliow,  Padueuh,
1o some extent, holds Columbus in eheck, while the two
principal pieces on the chessboard of the Wesl—Polk
and Halleck—are prepuring to move with vigor, Whal-
ever may Le the plan of these opposing gunersls iere (s
00 doubt but that a brilliant attack 18 to be made shortly,
and Polk must take care that be not only does not lose his
game, but that be s not taken by his opponent.

The remainder of the map W so clear apd perfect in
iteelf $hat nothing furtber is required to illuetrate it ex-
©opt & movemeni of iroope and o batile.

FROM GEN. HALLECK'S DEPARTMENT.

R A g i

Rovta, Dec. 16,1961,
Baveral oitizens of Arkansas baye reactied here duriug
ke past wosk, and enlisted in the Arkinsan company
under Captain Ware, Into bear of the L @, from

now in Lhe woods, trying te elloct thelr cseape from |he
State,
8r. Jowwrn, Mo., Dec, 18, 16861,

Yorty of General Premtiss’ command raturned hare last
night, most of them sick with the measles. They report
that the Unionists had several ekirmishea with the rabels
on thelr march, killing a few of them. When at Lhe
river opposite Lexington they ware fired oo by the rebels
Al that place, and General Prentise dispersed them with
gbells (rom three twelvo-pounders, but there being no
ferry or means of crossing the river, our [opdes were com-
peliad to return to Richmond for ferage,

It was Genoral Prentlss' intentium, however, to crose
the river Saturday, st o point above Lexiogton, and the
forces from Sedulin and Kansas ity would join him.  The
rebals are reported to be 2,000 sirong.

Sr. Loms, Dee. 16, 1581.

Al claims against the Depariment of the West which
originated prior W Ootober 140 must be Gled bolors the
Examining Comnigsion, now it gession in thia eity, pre-
wloog to Jagunry 10th, or they will not be paid by the
department,

Alleommissioned city officers and sl connty ofllcers
except nine haye takin the oath of alleginnee preseribed
by the convention.  None of the Judges of the Suprome
Courtand bot one State oflicer, Colunel Mosely, Auditor,
have filed their oaths,

The secessionists Lere oponly favow their joy st the
progpect for war with England, while the Unlonists scem
genersly to hope thaf the administration witl formalls
ndbere 1o their alrendy proclsimed position, and not de-
liver up the rebel winbassadors,

John Hogan, who was areested on Satarday for em-
bezgloment, inw curd published this evening, says his
Arrest was cansed by & disagresment betwoeen him uned
tha auditing ofMeer of the General Post Olies, which
nuight hive been preveulad by a prompler exsmination of
g movounts,

OUR ET. LOUIS CORRESPONDENCE,
S, Lovrs, Pee, 10, 1861,
The Tone of Hritish Eeddents of Misouri—Aevivol of a Con-
sular Regresentotivi—A Fortunole Oteusrene—Amleable
Relalions with the Military Authorities—An Interosting
Negio Quastion ol Rolla—Fmpoctant Seiture, diy. o,

Sinee the werival of J. Edward Wilk ns, Esq., hor Beitan-
nie Mujesty & Comsul, v thie city, trom Chilcago, where hin
wWas recently staticned. the tone of British suhjearts. fn-
eluding native tora Englishmen, Irizhmen aud Cannidings,
bag vistbly improved. Before the restraints aaposod
upen them by the presence of n British eonsolar sgent
there were no more hintant gecessionists in the State than
certiin subeots of Queen Vietorie., Mr. Wilking i n tho-
rough veutral and has ade many enemies among hlz own
conutrymen by strict porseverance I8 & neutral courge, 17
any thiug bis syoipathics lean i favor of (the trinmph of
e government, and s efforts bnve been mataly directod
Lo restricting bi«counts ymen from aldiog and eacourag
ing the vebsilion, Thoere is no fear that those who |ive in
this nelghborhood will do nnything to assiet the Uniied
Sluter in its presest stroggle, and bence the restrnint
uprrn thair conduict Aeuints 1o a positive benslit to the
Union eause, by preventing sl and comiort to the epsiny,

The Britieh Congnl hys beld geveral protracied inter-
views with Geuerul Halleok nud General Curtls and (he
Provosl Murshel, snd it e probable tist & correspondence
will som U published upon the rights apd duties of nou
trale.  The mest pleassot relations subsist between our
military suthorities and the represestative ol the Queen
An arrangement has been perfected by which Brivish
subjects may procure Provost Marshal's paeses diceet
from the Consul, without any tedious circumiocution.
The pogsos differ (rom these iegued w0 our own citizous

by tlie omisslon of the oath of allegiance, and remd s
follows :—

3

Orrice o Provosr Mansuar,,
87, Yours, Mo, , ——— 1861,
Permiswicn in granted o ——— n guhjact
of y Lo pagk beyond the limits of tha

Biegay smen

lemued

“*Yon do sslemnly svenr that ¥ou Wi e aanbleet of Qoeen
Vietoria, snd have never sl any Lime, foresworn alle
glance 1o Great Rritain, g0 help you tod. "

The gtrictnes of the Copsul may be |uferred from tho
fol'owing conversathon —

Conamn—Do you know what you bave signed? (Al
Tuding tg the pass ahove mentioned. )

Harmsirn—Yes, Sir,

Coxser—Wel!, whnt (s itf

Brirees—Why | have sworn not to take np ars on
eithor gide «f the war.

Coxprr—Yos, wnd If you are cinght asa gpy. by eithier
the eecessionist or Union army, you may b shol seu
Py, without voe bit of sympathy trom Eoglad 1 remom
bier that , now.

Alrendy nocase hns arfgen ealling for the fotorvention
of thie Pritel Cousnl.  Severs! days ago Cuptain W of
the Kansag Bavgers, while on a seonting v pedition Crom
Rolla, (ound a negre chalued to an ox WRUOL, b pravont
bin eseape.  Hiw moaster was nen el

camip wt Bolla aod claimed the noigro ax lig propagiy
He sald he was on his way to Dent county, and sheftv o
n pass endorged by T W, Souner, Eoglish commercisl
sgent &l St Louis, cortitying to his Bricieh eltizeaskin
It nppeass that Bonper bhad no wudiority whsteyer vo stgn
gtch o document, and, morcover, Capt, Wemd, of th

Karsue Rangers, obtained abundatt testhnony 1o piove |

that Wheolan had  been a rank s £ il
violated uoutenl  position by ) g
nld and fort w the eucny sinoe the m
e 1-]\)( forfedting I & in

ud , thier
tigation wais orders

g
wiiich the negro himscll claimed proteotion ne w Beite b
aulviect, and srated that b was bora in Cnndas
On 1hig repecsentation the Beitlsl Conval of e gity
toale the watter in baod. sad proeoged o @ 1
Saturday from General Halleck to havo st
vidun! i question broeght w &y
tim ol Tritish birtheghin will be §
the infoimation possible on the subjec;
&Nt A apecial eEsenger 10 Chnada, wi
he was boro, 10 Luut up eyvider
terjor of  the Siale, where the dack \
are partice who Enew all the faets of Lis capl) |
Thug we hive the comeular representative of Grosk
Britain atre forth his Bund 10 fave u poor, (peoaant
o o Mvity.  The caee {8 likely Lo beooino f5.
mora, T fuant, tho man Wheetn, insiste that (s
nepro has been cened by Bim & great pamber of years
and saye be was born on & farm withio two and'a Lul?
avles of B4 Look,  Jwidge Goode, the owner of the farm,
who owned the slave at the Lime of bis birth, ondorses
the teaimony of Wheelan, ‘The secrelnry of ()
Witking left for Rolla yestorday mornlog wrmed with
the DroesEnTy papeis to briog the dakey to Uil eity, and
i b regnilacdy trled before the Consul un the
o the meesengers Cronn Cotada, T
ful whether Wheelan ever rocovers hi
v " murtar bovts destined 10 eo)
the fleet of gunt e expediion
Miantsrippd left b
of the stonmer Bam Gates,  The Limots River Pueket
Company himve taken the contract to tow the<s boata 1o
Calro ne elght ars edch, A8 there are thirty eigin
of them, Whr ale cogt will be univ three thonsand
and fopty dollnig,  This jg the smaltest gwm ever paid {or
stimilar service on Western waters. Thae vest of U
mortur floet will depart in a day or 1w,
The reparied soiicure of the bouks ol Chitd, Pratt & Fox,
the extensive hurdwiare dealvis, whose Loausaetioug i

down  the
'y Muds miorning for Caleo in tow

government contraots have bein so sieve gl |
upen, eausoe sumethiog of L R TR testliony
taken before ke O LConniting 1

whiw thi=s notod hard
ol eonlracts, aome of i us forelgn to
tride as the erater of Vies oo b dlstant from ta

The exiles tyom the Soutlwest aerlve slawle,  Muny of
them find & sheiter on the rowl between thig city miil
Holla, und s thoy are broken down o st sod Mg ued
from exposnre, any rest i degirable.  The prow s
mide for thelr reception is ampls 1o loscre bl eomm
fort during a tomporary snjourn in this cliy,  Tue people
ot 1linoie bave thrown open thelr Louses anid farms to
Vhess pniortuuate men, and desorve great eredit for their
besevolines.

The river s remarkably low at this peint, and the ferry
boat, to get gtraight across the river, in foreed 1o derop) e
A bialf eivels, in order to avoid an ugly sand bar, The
wenthor 18 unusually wario for the sesson,

8t Lows, Mo., Dec. 13, 1861,

Another Important Order from Gen, HoalleckeThe Wealthy

Seceiriimists Called On for Ten Thowsand Dollars——Colonel

Thiten to Inveatigate Charges Against General Frement and

Cuplain MoK gever—More Camp Jackeon Prisoners Going

South—Trusten Polk’s Eevapade-~General Shermon Not

Insane, de., dr.

General Halleck threw anotlier bambehell mto the ranks
of ilie secesh to-day by the promuigaticn of the follvwing

6E0. E. LEIGHTON, Provost Marehal,
Capt. Nineteenth Mo, Vois.

by

g

-~

3

5 city rud county of Bt Lous, 10 go 10—
e

A (Turnover)

-TPIOD AT T AL B0f i me |
d00wed 3@ SHEM POOI)

'Upw ihe réverse the description of the party amd Lhe
following certificute, signed in presence of the Conwul -

AhatBtate. These men say thare was s Union #Ociely in
Izard, Fulton, Iodependant and Bearcey countles, mim
baring 2,500 man, which conld bave mads an organized
stand in two weeks more, but it was betrayed by a re
creant membar and hroken up and scattared. Many of
these Union ment have hosu arrestod and taken to Yutle
Rock; some bave bed hangod, ngd o “larga -

T e

M LD Y e hra

The llu'lmribn.;,"u n:hml or._._r..ﬂ SECopie i Y
pasgport wpon & il understauding of bis duties as u
b noutral paracn during the present rebelijon, '

— —

A gentleman who happened to undergo the process of i
procuring & pase from $he British Consul lately says Mr, |
Wilkine exacte tbe followang vath —

Important order —

GENERAL ORDERE—¥0D. 24.
HEabquakters I'erantsest Miseovnr,
. Lotis, Mo., Dec. 12, 1861,

1. The sulferiug families, driven h\r rebels from Houth-
western Missouri, which have alrendy arrived Lers, have
benn ngwlihm by voluntary contributions made by Ymion
mien. ers are on the way, 1o arrive in & few days.
Theee must be fapplicd by the charity of men knowa to
bie hostile to the Union. A Jist will be prepured of the
names of ull peraons of 1his clazs who do pot voluntarily
furnksh their quota, and a eontribntidn will be levied on
whem of ten theusand doliars, in clothing, provisions and
QuaTers, or mopey in liou thereof, 18 levy will be
mady' Bpon the followng classes of ug, o gfmrtm
to the guilt and property of each individual —Eirst, thess
iu arms vrith the enamy, who bave property ln ibis city;

I fwcond, thod® who have furnished peouniary or oiber sid

The darkey wae |
relensed and takon to Rolla, The next day o men pamed |
Wheelsu, » pretended Evglishman, come (ngo the Union |

thase whio binve verbally, 0 writing, o by publiceiio,
Riven spcouragemnnt o wsurponts sl pebels,

2. Brigadior Genora! 2, B, Cartie, Unitel Siates Valug
teors; Laontenant Colonol 1, G, Fareee, Vrovest Marsha |
Guoneral, and Charlesorg, Eoq,, A«spcror of bhe connty
of 81 Lok, will ennstiinio & Heare of Asseksors tor iy
wig the aforementioned comtyibution, 1o determining the
diennt of propecty of Uie iy i ls asseesed the Boand
§il farkeat L nkidelation the othelal ssscrspont e
for mrtieipsl tases

d. A anop ns ary part of thie comtribution hne hoeen
aesecset iy Ly ird ihe Provost Marehad Cenaepd will

iy ihie nErEsmd, Whear donts oF Fepeosc s
& thie amount o provislons, clothing or yuar
1 i Ve mouey wnine thoreof, required of vach, dod
I vot furnichod within the tme specitied I sichnotice
D weill besin an exccution  and mofllcient property wild o
| talen and pold 4t geblic auetion te satisly Che nspe
e, with eome, and & penalty of twenly flve por cest
waddition,  Wheree buddinge ar parts of byl
P b viwead, aned W bete sy of the sofferars are to |
ot o P les, enre poould e tukon o prodaee ¢
it dneonyenle to e owners Ay flniiiee ag poes
e not bojug ered w miliary oonte D don ley sl
' 6h o b raade froin
ST i 08,

it ineraly doeol
bty
mwAn

! # United Soater, Lo will boallowed one
k 1o turnish anee to e Peaid 1oy ik
chorsctor, wnd Lot the end of s Lims T ki

ahle tosatialy the Board of s Joyelty, e aespssnont
| e noreased ten per cent, and the Jovy jgimrd gl ¥

Chie noppties go pollectod will ba expended (or thn
obyeet defiguated, uodvre the dirsedon of Gie Proves!

J with the wdviee of Che rigto 2a
money 1= ceseived i e

lond fur them, ne they sy e

ol Any motiry 0ol co exdended witl b b peed oy ey
he Snnitery Commbssion tor wie benefll of Blek po
A wl Al aeeiveie peeoint of Uhese geenipis

1
e will be kept and returned 1o tiope bieg:t

Any omm who ahall roslst or aiten)t o tesist fhe
exorution of theze ocdors, will e fmmediatsly arreslod
ol anprigoned, and will be tried by o omgiitary gow-
MAJOR GENERAL HWALLECK.

i

n. By order of
€, Ketron, A, A G

‘Ihin ia the second ehnptor in the programme adoptsd by
feneral Hallook te moke the wesithy weces lonisis poe
fur the cutrages coomitied by their friends on the non
combntant Union men of the joterior.  If they don't wigh
to muiler, let them persunds Gepornl Priee sod s reb, |
augtciates to dedist from further oulrages on peaceshio
owen.  he President of the Bowed of Comnty As
1, M. Dore, who b8 vamod a8 one of the Cmmis
glon o the foregoing order, i & ound Unive German
e duformation being of an officia) claracter, there will
e no escaping the peunity wo look out for a lively tHome
My, Borg hins alrew |y commeuced 1o propire o fist ol per
gt Lot whom wemaks the levy of tett thousand doflars
required by Genoral Haliook s order.

Tlearn this mornicg thint Colonel Totten, at present
clidet of artilery in General Hodbvek ‘s 8Ualf, s iceopled
thi appointment of Asciptont Inspector Gegeral o (he
reglar wrmy, with the rank of Major, and that ke hae
boin pridered o procesd with & thovvugh exomiuation of
the charges nrainet General  Fremwont, § red by Col
Uik, ol sgnloet Captoin MeKeever, by Genernd Cirtis
Tl speotor of the dishursements sud wo 1 uf the
inte Quisrturmaster of this deparimsyt smeen]  Me
| Kinstry, will devolve npea Bl m thils oo Aoy, The
neleas on unenviable one, and will create many soamiee
4 the oflicer who porforme the duty, it would oot sur
priee Coletiel Totten's friends If he ngked w be rellevad
from the orider,

The attention of the Provost Marshal Juis beeg colisd
to the reported epcape of Scnator Trosten Polk fram this
oty without a proper pessport, A telegraphic despateh
hing heen gent 1o Washington 1o ascertain whether pPoik
hits Bewn Lhore since the Ust of last momh aud the an
swel will probabey be in the affirmative, The most inti-
minte friends of the famlly make oo conutalght now of
| he report that bie left the ity clandestinely in & buggy,
| o 18 At present & a the hern coufedernry,

Anpther batel of the Camp Jaekson prisovers loft to.day
by the steataer W. H. B, that steamer buving recently
hrought from Calre the goard who scemmyant d tie for
mer batch of exchanged prisoners o Catio. The follow
ing 15 the form of the certilcate given to each one of the
Camypdngkson prisoners who hovs been exchanged. [ am
tudebted fur the eopy (o Gen, Curtio:—

HEADGUARTERS DEPANTNENT OF MismoUR),
Bt Lownim, —— 1861,

This 18 to certify that Capt. Jo
war, tukisn by tho United States Torces at Canip Jackson,
near St Loujs, May 10, 1861, has baen duly exchuanged and
relensea from parnle (o accordsice with the terms of
agreement made Letwenn  Mujor Getsral ), U Fremont
and Major General Bterliug Price on the 28th day ol O
tober, 1801, and that puraiany 10 kald agrecment he is
entitied 10 puss to his home or 1o the headquarters of the
army or division lo which he claims to beloag, with his
camp equipage, side arma and private property, at any
time within twenty daye from thu date hereof. The
pickols aod outposts of the United Swatss forces and all
others will aliow the said John Jooes 1o pax, svoiding all
improper disclosures an 1o strength und locality of forces
hut otherwise :'mug all fucilitien 1o bie progress 1
may be ¥ 1o his L) . By order of
Brigadier General CURTIS.
Locmy J. Banwes, Liontonant aud Abd-de-Camp,

Only the officers are allowed to carry sida arms, ihe
ﬁn:in be\nf rigidly confined to personal efle:

ole.

Sigel remains (1 the city, confined 1o hin bed

Lo the eraamy | o b0 persone i the eneny's seevico; thaed, } Siged was grrrounded at Sodalia by Ben. MeCulloch

p7
i 1

ol

&

= -l
&\\-s‘:&\\\\aﬂf’ffuﬂit’cx’/»‘xfm’m,;?_ |

wiured the sick General considerably. He quietly ro
marked that he pevor intended to be surronunded by an
enemy himsoll, butl if there was any sarroutdmg 1o ba
done, L propeged 1o do b bimself—=HBen. MoCulloch will
ke notice,

Affitirs nt Rolla  ure

unchanged.  Colonel  Dodge,
of  he  Fourth

lowa, i In  commamnd of the |
post aud his own regiment, jn  the ubsonce of
Gonern]  Asboth, whkoge diy slon ig at Rolle, Every |
colonol commanids hie own regooicat. Thes s roported
o be copsiderabin dulllonity o the poveroment of the ’
VOrinuE campe, owing to the abeence of o command e
general, who swould bhave supervision of all. General
Artathie, end  Conoral Sigel®, winl General Sturgis®
Ayl ione are wll at Tolla. amd o8 prodicted that unless
they dre immedintely subordinated 1o on general, whe
shiotld be cm the pround, muel troable will cppue,
S K Hatton, whi was arrested in Boono county some
r recrnite fie the Sogthern krmy, has
nged] on takisy the oath of alleptnnes, and hos
to Lie farm, Hetton's vame hoe b
i North Mirsourl i eonne
Feativead bridger mnd other ontong
menl wany of Bis neghng s (wh
3 Usion men by Unied duates milit
#, whobinve proved thamneelvee uneondit | +
their nete) bve come forward amd sl for kg
o ol LHe Lerime siate It cesmms Hurtion o often
protectod Union men in Poone county and glyen then {n.
Jormnlion o puard agalnst cebel outragee, and Lo Loy
uee'vd s farm to a Ubion man as secarity for lois futare |
wood belinvior,

Hivetphioe 8 belog enforced (n this depar tment e thi
nlrictont wenge, A Tow diyn ago, ot Jelloreen Burracks, |
suw i dozen offenders drecged in waltopm workime with o

auade nnd plekexo, with o chain and ball oed o
Hmbw.  They  Gelonged 1o ap  artiiic
nd wern g of warlond oflences dcijal

) ket it —and drynkenness s now 8 ovalely
bopinisbad,  Whenever o privete §& convicted o diune
| omeem e in oondemined to the gumed hovec: Yo oo

| fram =icond Ligtonioty to Brigndicr Generals, toen, 1o
et ol puat free,  Thees i m bidthe too moeh of the

v military fo 2, Loais for the guod of the servion
ral Halleek onght to Irsue an order for the expny e
fit el the otficers.  ‘Their sxample §§ o more i
tot oo than the punjshigent of the men,

The repotied insanity of General W, T, Blierman i4dis
erodjted Bere by Lis e I= Tnte Aswimtnng Al
4. B Hammond, publishes
Avaying the eharge of insanit,
aired by asiiimn.  Goneral §

his  family, o eeriainly aoted

in  Kontucky, and  while at 'Sud
ater, but he bog been koown for many ¥
y eccentrio man nod Loble to o)) sorie of |

IR IS EW

trl;'g cnt. He s not likely 10 have an imporiant o it
AT mits.
Tt v atorms in the northwest, and the warm wea

ther welidng the joe aml suow, livve canssd the river o0 |
this print to rise peariy i
hours. The Missouri i ul & ragie
thie saine cunse.  The privcipal o thution to b
the Migeisippi dows from the Dermoines,  Th
plenty of witer for Lhe largost punboute,

The mortne floet, thirty eight strang, has all oft this
olty for Lulro.

OUR CAIRO CORRESPONDENCE.
Camn, 111, Dee, 12, 1861

The Lepariment af Subsistencn for the Arm to— Oipeeratioms of

Majur Leland—"The Discipline of the ¥y onpi—Gperatingg

aof General Grant—New Aceessions lo the Naval Serglyie—

Descpiption of Murtay RoftieMevemends of Gunbeaie—

Sketeh of Holline—A Surprice, de

The pregent week has been, Like iis immediate prads.
cesnre, dill and monotoamis, 8o far assny outwiard sliow

double bolted together, layer upon layer, cronswise, to
the depth of about five ani & hilf or g% foet.  Fach layer
or tler of Umbers g firmiy bolted to thowe above aod
below jt, 50 that the whole i & solid body of wood , alont
& hundred feet i leogth by Ofey o width, with o cham-
bey in (Lo contre for magazive.  Honeo o ohiot may strike
Ainl ponatrate it, but i eaunnt sink, snd a shell inay ex-
pirde upen it without furiber damasgo than would ansoe
wpen the satne area upon land, Upcn ity deck are ar-
Fanged movtars of the lnrgest clase, six in number; but
Bo arrangements are made for vietoalling and lodging the
macimes working them as the gunbonts will accompany
them o furpleh orduanes for the scmament and housy
and culliary accommodationg for the men, Yon ma
Judge el the effectivoncss of o squadron of Alirty
cralt, anchiored ot long range sver against a lown like
Colirbes or Memphis, and then o half dozen gonboats
runiiig hove and there, deliveriog thelr firo and sendding
off betire a rebel hattory ean pet & benring upon them,
The Marin Hemming lies anchored o the river, opposite
Cairo, lowded down with the armament for the fivat,
mrd | oaminformed thot another hoat will be here
non few doys from Pittsbueg, with a ilke eargo.
Toodiy thres ol the gunboats, the St Louis, Tyler and
Laxinpton, weut diwn the river as far as Norfolk, to look
for Holllug” floet, which rumor said was 1ying there; but
thir seareh was (ruitless; for no Helling and oo * mrtles
couki be found or heard of, It seems W he seltled now

| that the rehel floet of the Migsl=slippd, Holllns and all, sre
Ot Metaplig: bat iF the gonbosts are sl like those that

Al themeelves off Fory Holt 4 weok ago list  Sunday
thie tnek ol elenring the river of them will not be as ar-
e rebl symparhizers seem to beliove, for &
= bl ppon the oame of ‘‘man-of war'' | haye
pewor seen, 1 met the rebel commodore, Hollioe, the
other day ot Columbus, or rather on o stoamer just this
'y ot hud quite s long conversation with him, aod
your Northorn roaders witl thunk me and your Soutbern
uties will parden i if L dngoerreotype him.  He ja short,
(may five feet olght), saliow, resthess and observing; site
I ks Shanke aw 0 slivers were perforating his trowsers nnd
| penetrating his person ; quick spoken, earnest in style, de-
ety torarish! in Bl manners, wants you o under-
stapd that he b Holling, and to acknowladge that e in

Holline; gray heired and gray whiskerod, bosrd long and

parciepinish; bae 8 decldedly tobacecey odor and com-

plocion: Tvos to tell o good story, but lias not patiencs (o

By one; blows fuordinatoly, and has figzared bimself

tothe sum to that he 18 decidedly the bumuiurg

o the peliellion pack.  After an hour's comversstion

vkl one wunld come to the sooclusion  that

he clibmed no pationalliy, bul  was & <cross be-
tween  un Albauy  polithian ond o Preoch  am-
Shassior, with all the Jow eunuing and bombast of the
foruser, aud the all-fmportant, superficial make op of the
lathor. A8 to hig trutbfulness, 1 mey ba permitied to
any, that [f the stories he toll me are trae, then all the
reat o the Cunfederate officars | bive sacn are liars; for
Hobiins could thint be had the famons steam ram Manassay
e nt Ul gkivmei-bowith Port Holt, and all the rest said
au ! the Memgphis papers eorroboented, that that wonderful
plove of naval ingenuity wan still upon the docks at New
Orjeats, 10 may be, howeyer, that all the rest wers
wrong and Holline right.
Yy two eompinies of the Sceond 1llinols cavalry
ag lar as Bortrand, in Missouri, and surprised o
' foraging party from Joff. Thompeon's army
f rouging,' ok sixleon prisoners, E?Hnd Bix or
eipht, took all (he rebel propercty, and returned st night
with the luss of one man kilied.  Lisutenant Colone) Mudd
commanded,

To-dny we hinve been treated (o & grand reviow of Geoe-
ral Mellernnnd’'s brigade.  Six regiments of infantry,
two of eavalry and two compauies of artillery ware gut
and mado a vory imposing ajpearance. Cofonsl Dickey's
Fourth Hilnow eavalry was the groat featice of the occa-
s, They turned ont (ull one thousand, and really they
Iouked ten times that pumber.  General MeCleroand re-
vigwed tliew &

Hrigadier Generals Bturpis and Sweeney bavo arvived
bepe and gone oo up to Paduealy, on wost business I can-

nns been concerved ; bul one baving any idea of what (s
required for the subsistence and equipment of an army
in a hostile country wonld ee in many things evideuc,

thit the long louked for aud long hoped for “exodus from
Eyypt' wag about confummation.  Major Leland e con

praeting for snhsletepce upon & scale that promises us an
army of Luge proportions, and it is safe to thick that ba
takees Dis cue from good authority,  Major Hatch s buy-
ing mulss and horses and wagene o numbers such ns w
emall arry would linve uo use for; and Golonel Duniop is
glrnining every nerve Lo equip our present forco in such
n mauper as =hall secire L sgainss disaster apon the
flald.  General MeClernand i tightening down teryibiy in
the way of enforcing ‘‘regulations’” and taming Ll
hosts of praivie natures loto something like discipline,
and General Graont can be found at all hours, day and

night, in all conceivable pluces where work is to be done,
direoting, in bin quict way, svery department of his ser

vies. Then an omen of some Importapce I8 seen m, the
ACoesNions we ure receiving 10 the navy. Five of the
soven gunbouts are now at Calro; two more, which have
boen aground for the last two days, will be down to-
night, which, with the four old vues which have been
hiere several weeks, make eur uvaval strength too
colcgenl  to be the sulject of ecachination., Be-
sidis  these there aro  uwow  cowmpleted  some |
thirty ‘‘mortar rafie” which, 10 my eye, promise
to be of mare service thau their pame or the notoriely

they have acquired would seem to lndicate, These last
are n novelly in the way of naval architecture, uud when
1 have described ope you and your readers may form
some ien of what they may aceomplish. It s, us ita

by a severe atiack of rheumatinm. ~ The glowing aceounts
publighed i tbe Memphis papers several

duye ago, thut

Lame implier, a mmers raft of squared timbers, rmly

nol Lt wo count upon the ¥izil a8 another omen of
tha d tme coming.” General Halloek will bo bere
on 8 ay, foye n despatch to-day to General Grant,

1 Lye sene nows that wenld do the public good {o read ;
Dbt tkie good of the gervice roquires that I should keep it
secrat, Howewer, 1 will say o your readers, [
littie lopgor,* and then loar why and to what putpone
has been our protracted delay.

FROM GENERAL BUELL'S COLUMN.

Covomvyam, Dee. 17, 1861,

Tho specials to he Gazetle and Commercial, per mal,
(rom Somerset, failed to come Lo hand to-day,

tieneral Buell ie expected (o take the Deld io person jn &
few Joys,

It is reported that our troops sre crossing Green river,
wnd thst Buckner (s coming np the raflroad 1o offer batile
thizgide of Bowling Green.

In the Kentucky Legisl eeveral
made claborato speeches o favor of the Unton.

The rebels are jubllant over the prospects of & war
with Englond, The Unfon men will come square up 0
the mark, and demand & war beforo s word of apeiogy.

There was n grand review and inspection of 17,000
iroups at Cuiro, Bird's Point and Fort Holt yesterday.

Ixpranarons, Dec, 10, 1601,

Our army in Kentucky are within & short distance of

s lave

| Powling Green. They bave repaired the Green river

bridge, and will move forward as soon as General Buell
can brignde and otherwise digpose of (he lacge wumber
of reglinents pow arriving. When this is dong he wil
take command and pueh forward to Nashviile.

The ?my-llx!h,Thtrlwlh,'l'hlrly-m‘f.nr firet nnd




