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Wasmwarew, Doc. 24, 1801,
THE MASON-SLIDELL AFFAIR.

The negotiatioos in rogard to the Trent busivess ar
ol quietly and amicably progressing. There is not the
slightest foundation for a silly rumor that bas boen put
= olrculation, that the Interyiew yesterday hotween Lord
Lyvns und Mr. Seward was excited and gnded in high
words. 1 am suthorized to ssy that it was conducied
with becoming courtesy, and concluded with the utmost
amisbility.

Whatever are the domands of the British government
o refurence to Ne seizure of Mason and Slidell, it canvot
Be doubted that they are couched In courteous and con-
Siderute language, and aro prescoted with dignity and
politoness, without anything in word or manner that can
o parsonally offensive to the Americau Cabinet.

‘Whatever speculstions may be indulgea, therels no
pround for the supposition that the recent arrivals brooght
o the British Minister here any modification of the in-
Mructions originally conveyed by Captain Soymour. The
| queation is to be treated here from the beginning. There
'WaS BO correspondsnce between Mr. Adams and the
h government on the subject. It is known that when
British Cabinet were mbout to mct upon the affsir
the Trent, It was proposed to await some explanation
communication from Mr. Adams; but be had re-
0o instructions, and bhad no explanation
make, sonsequently instructions were forwarded to the
(Britiah Minister here, to demand an explanation eof con-
which was believed to have been immediately au-
d by this government, and which was considered
the legal ndvisers of the Crown without precedent
unwarrantable by the law of maticns.

The improssion that the act of Captain Wilkes was di
y ordered by our guvernment is really the sourec,
ooly of the precipitate action of the British Cabinet,
also of the frengy of the British people. Before the
of tha Trent, Seeretary Seward's circular in regard
tho renovation of eur lake and scacosnt defences had
ched Enginod. It waa thers regarded as & mansce Lo
m exclusively. At the momont when this
D prevailed, both in and out of the British Cabi-
ﬁ-nd the arrest of tho Trent, and the seizore

three killed, belongmg to the “Bucktail Rifles,”” were
fed on Sunday io tbe burying ground of General Mc-
Call's division.

Colone! Ricketts, of the Bixth Pennsylvania regiment:
which tock such gallant part (n the Dranesville engage.
mont, sent (o to.day Lis resigoation. Protracted i}
bealth in the cause. His men greatly deplore the neces-
pity of his taking this etep. He is & graduste of West
Point, and bias been & most laborjous and falthful officer
The command of the regiment will devolve temporarily
on Lioutenant Colone] Ponrose,

All our Dranesviile wounded aro doing well, There are
ouly nipe st the divigion hospital. Dr. Shippen, division
Burgeon, (Links the wounds of only twe of them will
prove fatal.  In the remaining cases thoro will bave to be
two or throo nmputations. The others, whose wounds
are ilight, are in eharge of (be regimental Surgeons. A
Iargo number of relatives and frisnds bave obtuined pass-
o8 Lo vikit them,

There are only two wounded rebuls in the hospital,
numely —G6. W. Brakefleld, private in Company E, Sixth
Bouth Caroling reglment, and F. J. Park, private in Cum®
pany H, of ile name regiment, shot in the breast; but
the balls bave been extracted by Dr. ftocker, of the di°
viswn Lowpital, 1t tn thooght the former will die.
RFMOVAL OF IMEABLED SOLUIERS TO GRORGETOWN"

Thirty-eight siek snd disobliod soldiers of General Me

'8 divigion, were to-day removed from the hospitals
thero to the Georgotown hospiials, Ouoe object of the
transfer was o affurd moro mnple accommodations for
those wounded in the Dranesviile engagement.

AKHEBET OF AN ALLEGED SPY,

A man who liss s farm near Hunter’s chinpel, Va. , nam.
ed V, P, Corbitt, was arrceted in General MeCnll's camp
yesterday, eharged with haviog eominusicated with the
eowmy. He (g publisher of o map of the *Sest of War.""
His loyalty has long been suspected.

- REPORTS OF CONTRABANDS,

Threa contrabun v two mon and & woman, came this
morning within General Hancock's liues. Obe of the
men sayi he was a slave of Jerry Moore, now confined in
the prisin on Capitol Hill, on a charge of conveying lntel-
ligence to the enemy. The other two state that they ran
away from the rebels 1o prevent being taken to Rich-
mund.

EFFECTS OF THE COLD ON THE ROLDIERS,
The soldiers in the army of the Potomie con-

CONDITION OF GENRRAL SUMNBR.

Geoeral Bumner is still suffering from the effects of
his recent imjury. Dr. Tripler, Medical Direclor of
the army of the ?otenu snd Dr. wm.
vitiled bim yostorday. A slight improvement in
bis condition was obesrved. A fow days since, as stated
lo this correspondenee, be roquested Lo be temporarily
relioved from hiy command, To-day his request was
granted, und Genera)l McClellan ordered Genoral Helnt-
zelman to aesume command of GeneralSumner s divinion,
together with his own, Gen, Sumner i5 an old and ex-
perienced army officer, and the aecident which deprives
the army of his active services at this important criais la
unfortunate. Gen. IHeinizelman s also an experionced
oficer, having spent thirty-five years of his life in active
sarvice, He was slightly wounded in the battle of Bull
run.

CONFLAGRATION AT YORKTOWN, VA.

The gunboat Young Rover, which is stationed at the
mouth of York river, reports an exiensive conflagration
in Yorkiown about a week since.

DEDICATION OF A CANVASS CHATEL,

The chapel tent, forty-two by lml.:-cmhl. foot, which
was sent to ihe BI M i by
their frisuds in Boston, was dedicated yesterday after-
necn with services, in which the ehaplang of all denomi-
nations participated.

THIRTY-SEVENTH CONGRESS,
FIRET BESBION.

Senate.
Wammnxaros, Dec. 24, 1861,
EMAMCIPATION OF SLAVES.

Beveral pelitions were prosented praying for the eman-
cipation of the elaves of rebels withuout compensation,
and those of loyal with ¥

RLTRAVAGANCE AT THE NAVY YARD,

Mr. Gmme, (rep.) of luwa, offered s resolution in-
structing the Commities on Naval Affairs to inquire into
the manner in which war vessels had been fitted out.
He had heard rumors of great extravagancs at the navy
yards in this respect,

The resolution was agresd Lo,

MAVAL VOLUNTEER O/FIRRS,

Mr. Hax, (rep.) of N. H., uffered a resolution calling
on the HSecratary of the Navy for a list of the volun-
teers, lientenants, masters, paymasters, ke, o the
navy.

siderably from the sudden change in the weather lust
night. 1t was the coldest night we have had this whter.
The heavy gale which blew till morniog prostrated sove,
ral tents in most of the encampments. The weather has
been milder to-day, but already we have indications that
the night will be severe.

INSI'ECTION OF GENERAL SMITH'S DIVISION,

Major Davin, Assistant Inspector General, commenced
to-day an inepection of General Smith's division, begiu-
ning with General Haneoek's brigade. The inspection s
made by regiments. It will take seversi days to com-
plete the division. Thus far Major Davis oxpresses him-
self Lighly gratified with the sppearance, excellent dis-
cipline and proficiency in drill of the men. He compli-
ments General Hanoock in the highest terms for his un_
tiring industry sod vigilance In bringing his troops to
their present perfection in soldierly duties.

CONBOLIDATION OF VOLUNTEER CAVALRY,

A mpecial order for the comsolidation of cavalry has
been irsued. All the regiments and companies of volun-
teer cavalry aceepted Into the service, whethar orgunived
or only partially organizod, are orderod to rendesvous,
with as little delay u= posaible, as follows. —

All in Penngylvanis at York, Ps.

Al 1o Ohto st Camp Dennison, Cincinnati.

All in the other Western Blates, excopt Missourl, at
New Albany, Indiana.

CHRISTMAS FETE OF THE NEW YORK SEVENTEENTH

mud'h-pﬂ-m came. It was b that our
ent had frst directed the seisure of Mason and

on board of a British vessel, and then, conscious

it would be & grave offence, gave orders to prepare

lake and seacoast dafences for the war Lhal must

posgarily ensue.

‘The conjunction of thess two evonts s certainly unfor.

REGIMENT.
The New York Seventeenth rogiment gives a grand fete
hampetre thin ing at Hall's hill. Their camp is do-

corated with cumua lanterns, numberless

FREEDOM OF THE FRESS,

Mr. Haix presented & petition trom eitizens of Boston,
oal:l!mlug that the freedom of the press had been I.nn-m‘od‘
THE FUGITIVE BLAVE LAW.

Mr. Hows, (rep.) of Wis., gave notice that he would in-
trodnee a bill to amend the ugitive Slave law.

The Senate then went (uto executive session.
ll"llli'u the opening of the doors the Benate adjourned until

The Supplemental Tarlir Bill.

The following is & correct copy of the Tarill bill as pasa
od both houses: —

Be it enacted by the Senate and ngw#
the United States of America, in On‘r.u

That from and after the date of wuﬂhlﬁm\,
in Ueu of the dutles heretofore Imposed h{ law on arti-

e

THE CHRISTMAS FEAST.

How the Day is to be Observed=—The Re=
liglows Bervices at the Churches, &o.

** Christmun comees bul once & year
But when 1t comes it brings guod cf

In & very old and true nrln;. p-uulhrly amtubh this
soason, when It is iderod that,m g tho
unfortunsie domestio troubles lnto 'hmh we have beea
thrown by the Southern rebelliom, ogr gitlsens seem not
only to be inthe full enjoymanbef Pasoesdd prosperity,
but are daily porforming those prastloal works of bevevo:
lence townrd tho poor whigh belokem well Alled
purses. The diviue wirtoe of benevolence in oue
which uhould be practised sl all ssasoos, but
particularly during the Christmas dalidays, w0
as to afford ihoss poor ereajuiee whose lot is
ilat of poverty and wand an opportunity of proporly ob-
serving the day which gawe birth te the Raviour of tho
world. Christmns is an oocnsion 0B which all should be
cheorful, and it is very encouraging to see tha ladies of
every depominatin  working together with such
unanimity for the common ohjoet of relieving the press.
ing wants of the poor at this lnclomont season.

It was feared that we would have n green Christmas;
but, trae to old habite, it has been us'isred in upon us
with all the outside guwom of fog and raln, snow, lee and
plarcing winds, a8 if o {mpress upon ue the wulh that,
while sume are in the posgession of comturts and luxury,
there are others who stand fu peed of our usuiktance and
sympathy.

Lawt night onr gireeta were crowdod with podestrians,
loaded down with poultry for Chiristmas dinners and toys
for the youngsters. The markols, stores and thorough-
fares presented the liveliest scenes imaginable. Thero
was tho father with o large fut turkoy on ono arm,
and a Christmas tree  almost groaning under the
weight of toys, bon mots, &e., horriedly pushing
bis way through the crowd, with a countenance
radiant with joy, to lay before his little ones all that
his means ecould procure for their enjoyment—the
mother at homo uging all the arts at her comunand to ap-
pease the anxiety of her children for the father's returon—
the lovars making and receiving those generous glvings
which exercise such pleusant *eeolloctions aftorwards.

The churchios, too, pr i all the solomnity which
brings to the Christian mind the sentiment of the day—
“Glory be to God on high, aod on carth peace, good will
towards men, '’ Indeed, we have every reason to fecl thank-
ful for the sbundance with which we are blossed. But
while wo are Joyous we must pot forget that there are
many bomes saddened by the absence of oue or two of

Impreasiveness of the ritual. The children sang the
diferent pleces with much effect,

Shortly before Lhe close of the service the Rev. Dr.
Ogliby ascended the pulplt and delivered & very interest-
Ing address fo the young folk. He sald that, begla-
ning some years ago with somothing like twelve ehildren,

its members, fighting for the pery tiou of bl K
we enjoy, and pray o the God of Battles to spare them
10 their families, sud euable them to spend mauy happy
Christmases with those they love.

Apropos af this, the officers of the army volunteers
pow in the oity aro to Lold o meeting at eloven o'clock
to-day, at 422 Broome street, for the purpose of ralsing
funda 1o relieve the Union prissoers now suffering in the
rebellious States.

The ditferont places of t at-
tract for the theatra going folks for this afternoon

cles hereinalter mentioned, there shall ba vied, collect-
ed and paid on the goods, wares and in
enumeratod and prov for, imported from foreign
rumrlu the fuliowing duties and rates of duty; thatis

BAY i—

First.—0m all toas, twenty cents per pound.

Second. —Coffee of all kinds, five cents per pound.

and evening. A glance sl the advertisements in auother
column gives all the information nocessary.

The customary religious exercises in the various
churches prepared for Christmas will tuke place, and
some very interesting novelties in this line are announced
for w-day,

At Trinity church & full choral service will come off,

fn"" .g;huh M b

'n rlan; ¥y  clardy or other
procees and Dot yu’n 15 thnu:'mn per
|muml- R lugus, whather  loal, lomp

per pound: on W
lﬂm' hh:gruﬂmd wlun tlu,r are ulur.uml aﬂor:fﬂ
in any other way ndn]r.md and oo unllr candy eight
ceuts per pound; oo molnms. six cents per

vided that ull syrups of Sugar or sugar cane, uumumnud
entered under the

arches, festocns, &c. Many other regiments are celo.
brating Christmas eve.
CELEBRATION OF CHRISTMAS.
A number of regiments in the Army of the Poloma con
both rides of the river have mude extensive prepurations

ite, but admits of explanation which may
the impetuosity, but will certainly not altogether
the excited ire of the English peopie, ull knowa,

for the of Chri for which every facility
consonaut with order and discipline has been accorded
hy the commanding officers.

I evid d by to
smen here from genilemen in Fogland wbolm-un
portunity of informing themsealves accurutaly as to the
per of the British Ministry, that the Cabiuet officers
do ot desire to produce o war with this country.
t the pressure upon them Js almost incredible. Itis
d only by the excilement in regard to the Reform
tion, thirty years ago.

In the meantime, it is of the utmest imporiance t®
now precisely the attitude of France. It is vain snd
ly for us to talk widly about fighting the whole world
bt account of & couple of miserable renegade rebeis, who
probably glad to escape frum the fate they had in.
jod at home. It 48 true that all the natural sympathy
i historic associations of the French naticn would
to incline thom to be our allies; but it isneverthe-
true that for months past Napoleon has been urging
Gomt Pritain to unite with him in bresking the
btk of the Bouthern ports. This has hith-
b Dot resisted by (he British Cabinet, bot
t saves the position of France very doubtful in case
dlities between our own government and that of Eng.

'he alffuir is complicated. Time alono can unravel it,
- utmost prodence on the part of the administration
be necessary to avold & war which may involve us
h more than one European Power, while we are en.
d in  life and desth struggle for the proservation of
Dnion itsell .
BETANT NATIONAL MILITARY BAILROAD ECHEME,
oommittees of Congress to whom was referred that
of the President's Mossage, relating to the
- of = nations! military road across the
of K ky and T have, under enn-
tien & plan for the conpertion by railroad of the
gro esulres of the rallroad systems of the North and
a. This plan meets the approval of the President,
tp vom It bas been suggesied by Geoeral Leslie Combs,
Intueky, with whom it has beon & carefully stuflied
by for a quarter of a century. It contemplates the
on, by a direct railrond, of Chattancoga, Teaon.,
wil Lovisville, Ky., and Cincinnati. To complete
thi sopnaction It would be necessary to comstruct
abit two hundred and twenty miles of rallroad
& practicablo reute. The surveys aud estimates
already beon made by competent  engi-
Chattanooga ls tho great railroad centro of
theouth, It fs the point of couvergenece for railroads
ly constructed from all the principal cities on ths
Ill.ﬂulppl, the Gulf of Mexico and the Swl.harn
ﬂﬂ:, around the wholy icircle from phis,
, moluding Little Rock, Arkansas, Vickshurg, amd
. Missiseippl, New Orleans, Mobile, Pensacoln,
|Bavwnn Charicston, Beaufort, N.C., to Norfolk and
Ricmond.
Aastritegical point it is of immense importance, Thero
s | the immediate nelghborliood an abundance of coal,
o and copper. It fa argued with much force that the
blishment of a national armory at this point, and
b maintennnce there of n school of practice, like
t st Carlisle, Pa., excepl upon a larger scals, would
the government effectually to maintain the
blic pence inall of the Southern States.
The whole of this Southern railroad system has the
ume geuge, and the exteoalon of it to the Olio river,
ithin 8 loyal State, would epable the goverament at any
jme o bring to the point of distribution whatever mili-
y.forseahoeiddre voquired,
¢ THE BATTLE AT DRANESVILLE.
In appears that at the Dranesville battie we bad only
rnty-one hupdred men actonlly engaged against over five
ensmy, all of whom participated in the
Motn-mun” Rifles, and tho Sixth nad Ninth
agiments—thé regiments in addition to Easton's bat-
,which did the fighting—ten companies wers de-
lod a8 advanoe scouls, two miles from tire spene of ac.
on, in the direction of Gooss creek,and % kesp dp &
nnel of communication with Gen. &nom'm.
Dificult creek. This statement makes our victory
pee deciaive and brilllant than as baretofors reporied,
Thé bodies of four of thoss killed in the batils ot
meaville were to-day forwarded to their Inte homes for

hay

b t. Their names were Samuel C. Walter, Com.
poy A. Banuel Devlin, Company €—Sixth Peonaylvania
fment; Joho W, St i#, Company F, and John Sex.

, Company E—Nloth Pnuylmu rogiment. Theother
!

! liveli pervades most of the camps on the
other side of the Potomnc in preparations to spend Chrisi-
mas. Hosts of turkeys, chickens and other luxuries, the
gifts of home friends, went over in the express wagons to-
day. The usual brigade and regimental drills are to be
omitted, and the soldiors allowed the day to themselves
to spend o thelr own way, the dispensation and use of
lutoxicating drinks, being however, strictly prohibited.

APPOINTMENTS CONFIRMED BY TIE BENATE.

The Seuate has conlirmed the following appointwients of
the President:—

Thomas Shankland, of New York, Consul at Port Louis,
Tale of France.

Albert J. Bezeyk, of Iowa, Consul at Toronto.

Androw J, Caruthers, of the District of Columbin, Consul
at Martioique.

Robert Haley, of California, Consul at Manzanilla,

Willlam Pickering, of Illinols, Governor of Washington
Territory.

Froncis A. Ryan, of Wisconsin, Register of Public Lands
at Neosho,

George N. Black, Receiver of the Public Moneys at
Springfield, 111.

Jumes B. Mills, Roceiver at Otter Trail City, Minne-
sota.

Asaph "Thittlesey , Receiver ot Bayfield, Wisconain,

Robett B. McDougal, Registar at Chillicothe, Obhio,

Wm. ¥. Elkin, Rogister at Springfield, 11,

James H. Lane, of Kansas, Brigadier General of Volun-
teers.

Joseph E. Wilbur, Poetmaster of Taunton, and Pdwin
Shaw, Postmaster at Fall River, Mass,

The Senate, in executive session to-day, confirmed &
Iarge number of Surgecns in the regular army. Many of
the appointments in that branch of the servies wers
recelved and referred to the Committes on Military
Aflairs,

MELANCHOLY CASUALTIES.

A melancholy occurrence took place on the Virginia
slde of the Potomae this aftorooon,  Alexander M. Rejly,
asergount in Company M, First New York cavalry, in
Gon. Franklin's division, was shot by Patrick Murphy, a
private in the sane company. It appears that earlier in
(b afternoon there was some difliculty between two or
thres members of the company, and he interfered. Mur-
phy afterwards doliberately took out his pistol and shot
Relly without provocation, alibough it seems both wers
good friesds. Murphy was considerably under
the influence of liquor at the time. He was
put in irons and brought before the Provost Marshdl
of the division. Relly wus from Brooklyn, but
aftor he joined the United States service he sent his wils
and two children to Detroit. He wasa good soldier, and
was aboul to be promoted. The ball cut the main artery
of the heart, and he expired alinost instantaneously.
Liquor was tha cause of the Sergeant’s death. In spite of
all orders bottles and barrels of it find their way to the
camps.

Afler dark lsst evenlng two brothers—Thomas and
Peter Branigan,'of Company K, Bixty-third New York
regiment—went out vear the reilroad track (o collect
some boards for their cook houss. An engine,
of whoss approach they wers unaware, struck
Thomas, disloeating hi2 kip and otherwiss injurtng him
severcly. When Peter was picking up his brother the
engine reversed aud hurt him slightly. Thomas was

conveyed In an bul to the hosp in Alexan-

dria..

PERBSIDENTIAL EXCURSBION IN THE STEAMER PEN-
BACOLA.

It is expeoted that the President mad a partyof his
friends will make an excursion down the river in the Pen.
sscols to-morrow, ok her second Lrial trip.

DEPARTURE OF CONGREEZMEN FOR THEIE WOMES.

Not more than twenly-ons Ssnators wers pressnt at
the senwion to day, the majority of them, as weil aa many
members of the House, baving left the city to enjoy the
holidays at home.

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL AND FRIVATE OLAIMS.

The Attornsy General has respectfully declined to give
to the Senate his opinion on & private claim, alleg

pame of , or any other namo than syrup of sogar
or of sugar cane, mmmd molissts or concentrated
melado, shall be Huble to forfeiture to the United Btates,
and the' samao £hall be l'or(cllod

IMPORTANT FROM MISSOURI,
SUCCESS OF THE EXPEDITION BENT TO
LEXINGTON.

8r. Lows, Dec, 23, 1861.

d at headquarters eay that the com®
mand mt to Lexington by <Geuernl Pope burned two
ferry boats and a foundry ut thal place, and took two
cap tuing, ooe ljeutenant , four men and everul horses,

Orrerviiie, Mo., Doc, 24, 1561,

The cavalry which General Pope sent to Lexington,
have returned. In addition to the two ferry bouls and the
robel foundry which they burned and tho rebel officors
and privates captured, previoualy reported, they killed
the potorious Arkansas Robinson and drove every band
of rebels from the country for miles on either side of the
route. They report the county quiet of the rebols.

CONFUSION IN THE REBEL PRICE'S CAMP,
JmvErson Crry, Dec, 24, 18681,

4 gentleman who has been with the rebel army several
weeky, arrived here Lo day, and reports thut on Thursday
lugt Price’s camp nt Osceols was thrown into eonfusion by
tho news that the Union troops were upon them, They
beat a hasty retreat, and when last heard from were at
Hammansville, hurrying South.

ARRIVAL OF A THOUSAND REBEL PRISON-
ERS AT BT. LOUIS,
8. Lotm, Deo. 24, 1861,

About n thousand of the rebel prisoners taken by Gon.
Pope arrived horo late Inst night, and were allowed to
remnin in the cars until this morning, when they wers
escortad by their capturers, under Col. Davie, te Dr,
Melowell's medical college, where they will be takon care
of for the present,

n T

DESTRUCTION OF THE BRINDGE OVER SALT
RIVER.
Warnexton, Mo., lec. 24, 1861,
By arrivals from Mexico we learn that the bridge
over Eall River, which is the largest and most

coetly on the road, except that at Perrgoe, which
the rebels pr‘-v!oush #pared on l-mf night,
was ontirely destroyed on  Sunday night. The
station bouse at Jncksonville was also burned, together

with four or five curg, ‘The repairs progress rnpid!y hera.
The bridge ts ropaired, and the culverts betweon here
and Jonesburg and the track at that place will ba to-
morrow, i the men are not interrupted, and the repairs
of the telegraph liuo keop pace with I.hu-u of the road,

THE DAMAGE TO THE NORTH MISSOURI
RAILROAD.

Wanggsrows, Mo., Diee. 24, 1861,
The damage to the North nmmri l'hllrwi may be
summoned up a= follows—Bridges at Sturgoeon, Contralia,
Mozxieo, Joffstown and Warrentown, hurped: also oue sta-
ll,oﬂ and parlm|ijl twenly cars, from Ill'ly tosixty culverts,
Iarge and small; three or four water wlations, 10 ties,
rrom 200 to 500 l.n!egrwh polos and five lmles iron de-
glroyed, and ten miles of wire rendered uselesa,
Two trains, one having eight car loads of hogs nud
geveral car Touds of hemp, and twe cars of morch

beginuing at eleven o’clock o the forencon. The prin-
:Ipll mh,mdwthsbl-ihwﬂw of Mr. Cutler, will

be the Episcepsl service, “Kempton,” ln B flut, and se-
Joetions from Handel's *“Messiah.” Rev. Dr. Vinton will
preach the garmon.

ALBL. Patrick's Roman Cutholic cathedral there will bo
& grand high mass, and the renowned orator, Dr. Cahill,
is announced to deliver the Christmas sermomn.

Mr. Charles Wels, who has withdrawn from St Sto
phen's Roman Catbolic church, und d the 1
direction at Christ church, Fiftlh avenue, has prepured
the fullowing Ll of ises for o

day's services at the last mlul.lunld chureh:—

Deum, Chas. ‘Wals—Solos by "Mra. l{nnrl. mprl.nc.
Mra, Scott, alto; Mr. Mozart, baaso,

Jubliato, H. Millard. Eolos by Mrs. Mozart, soprano; Mr.
Miller, tenor.

'rheamt-rwm Haydn ..o.puvnnvnsass . Choir,

Fastoral 8y mphnny from “ Messiah, Jandel Mr. C. Wels,

Revitntive and Chorus from ¢ lllmlul: " Hunael .. . Mozart
and Choir.

The 45th Hymn, W. A, Mozart

Closing Voluntary, Orgun Coneorto, Riuk . Mr, Chas. Wels.

A new grond mars (the second) composed by Mr. Loois
Dachsuer, organist of the Church ol 8t. Vinceut de Paal,
Twoenty-third street, will e suog for tho frst time at the
chureh, by the Society of St Cecille, at hall-puast ten
o'clock A, M,

At Bt Paul's chapel the Rev. Mr. Dix, assisted by
otliers, will ollleiate, the services Lo commence at half-past
ton o'clock A. M, The decorations of the interior are of
the most chagte and beantiful character, festoous of ever-
groens arching the whele eeiling, while wreaths of lau-
rel, fir trees and holly are placed in pletnresque posi
tiops at intervals. 1o this old chapel George Washington
was wout w workhip, and the pew which be ocoupled is
very Laodsomely trimmed with laurel,

8. Stepben’s, St. Francls Xavier's, 8t. Poter's, St i
Mary's, 8t Andrew’s, St. HBonilaoe's and all the other Ro-
man Catholic churches will bave sultabile veligions and
musical exercises, Now magses will be sung at each of
the above mentioned ehurches,

AL 8L, John's chapel the Rev, Dr, Weaton and Rey. Mr.

Young will officiate, ut hall-pagt ten o'clock A. ML Beleo-
tions from the “Messiah® will be cast. On#. Joln's
Day, Friday next, the Cliristmns festival of the schools of
this chapel will bo held o the ediliee st Lalf -past one
o'clock. 'The Bishep of the diocess and the clergy of the
parish ore expected to bo present. Thore will be &
monster Christines troe on this oceasion at the fuot of the
chancel steps, which will be laden with giita for filteen
humdred and thisty children belooging to the various
scbools of this chapel.

At the Church of the Holy Communion, Twentieth |
stroct and Sixth aveove, there will bo a vary splendid
musical display, sud the religious services will be con-
dugted by the Rev. Messrs. Lawronce and Muhleuberg.
The altar will be beaatifully illuminated at hall-past six
o'clock 1o the moroing.

The Rev. Mr. Gallaudet will howd divine service at
Bt. Ann's church for the deaf mutes, Eightosuth wtreot
and Fifth avenue, at ten A, M, The church bas Lisen
handsomely decorated with a beautiful star, formed of
evergresns, on 4 crimson ;l"uu.ud, which overtops the
altar, and which will ba lluminated with jets of light,
The ceiling s festooned with laurel, which 8 suspouded
from the corbels, nnd the altar 8 ornamentod with
bouquets of white llowers,

8. Panl's German Lutheran church
adorned with pine sad laurel. ‘The leading features of

in tastefully

are in the possession of the rebels. Four engines are ly-
mg‘; ‘here they can be eeiged by them

ne of the men who balonged to the trains have ar.
rived here, from whom I learn that the persong wlo did
the damnfe &re yel encamped along the road, about
five hundred being et High Ril and olher bodies
at or near Martinsb Mexico, b Sturgeon,
At Centralia lhny went-wnhln half a milo of

and Allen.
the Berge Sharpshooters and destroyed a bridge and wa-
ter station freight trains were caplured within

four miles 6f the camp of & detachment of the same force.
At Renick the work was directed by practical railroal
men, and the right course was slways taken to mako the
dsstruction complete. Where the track was taken
raMs were removed, the Lies gathered
and sl on dre u:i the ralls  thrown

would soon throw the hrldp
down, and the trestie guides which spanned the open
were burned, a8 were also the frames on which

culverts
the water banks stood ussally.

The houses of railroad men ndonllvninumlho
vicinity of the road were
assured that po harm was mmummhm; re-
maived indoors.

‘We hear of scarcely any Mwurl&wmtnﬂ
hmlllhﬁuruumntm and qu;phum

damage Lo the road canaot

NEWS FROM KENTUCKY.
Crwoimwamt, Dec, 28, 1801.

precadent, as well as want of power, as & justification !nr
& non-compliance with the request.
ARRIVAL FROM THE LOWER POTOMAC.
The gunbost Ceeur do Lion srrived from the Potomas |
laat night, with foar Iaunches In tow.

The C ! has & b from Frankfort, Ky., |
saying that Hon. W. C. Anderson, formerly ber of |
Congress, disd to.day,

Governor Magoffin, contrary to expectations, had ap- l

proved of all the bills presented to him.
There was no furthor news from Somersa!.

the tation are four large Christmas trees, formed
of jet pipes, and covered with evergrecns, which are
placed in the nave, near the chancel. The trees are laden
with all the gifts supposed to be under the command of
Christ-kindchon, and will be divided amony five hundred
children of the schools of the church. A new hymn,
commenclug, ** Honor 1o the Lord our God,"' will be sung
al the service, at half-past ten o’clock. The pastor, Rav.
Mr. Geissenheimer, will officiate, In the evenlng the
Clristmas trees will be {lluminated with gas,and the
gifta on the trees distributed to the children.

CHRIBTMAS EVE SERVICRS AT TRINITY CHURCH.

The anoual celebration of Christmas Eve took place
yosterday aflerncon at three o'flock. This is one of the
Christian festivals ou which Old Trinity prides hersaif,
It in, and for many ysars past hus bean, observed in thus.
sacred odifios with all the devotion and respect which the
occasion deserves.

The church was degorated in a mest beautiful and
artistic maonor. All the pillars were wreathed with
evergresas, and the pulpil was almost entirely stirouded

ARRIVAL OF THE AMERICA.

Details of the European News
to the 7th of December.

The Preparations for
War in England.

Embarkation of Treops for Canada, and
Absence of Popular Enthusiasm.
Effect of General Scott’s Letter
in London and Paris.

Jefl, Davis’ Messaze a * Powerful Aid
to the Designs of Great Britain in
the United States and Mexico.
Napoleon’s Policy 1owards
the Contending Powers.

a———

Bnglish MWaval Reinforcements for
North America and Mexico.

The Great Irish Mass Meeting in
Dublin,
hl'

.‘I’ h

The Cunard mail steamship America, Captain Stone,
arrived at this port’ yestorday morning, at about half-
past Len o'clock, from Liverpool, by way of Halifux,

She brings the European mails of the Tik inst,, with
files of papers to that date.

The America landed thirty-nise passengers and £3,60¢
14d. in specie.

Her news has been unticipated by her own telegraphic
report from Halifax and the later advices of the Arago,

Edinburg and Persia.
The America reports:—18th, off Cape Race, saw ihe
press news boat, and threw the news can over.
The very late Quesnitown despatches, per Ameries
were not put an board tha ship.

Our Paris Correspondones.

Pasw, Dea 6, 1861,

The Momarchical Comspiracy Apainst Democracy in Ame
rica and Preedom in Burope—The Desigma of Ewgland
and Frunce for u War—Coming Recognilion of the Re
lels—d European Maritime Coalikon in the Gulf o
Mexico for Puture Acion dgain the United States—0Con

the Bunday scholars bad goue on gradually increasing,
until now thore are upwards of four bundred attending
the school. He encouraged the Leachers Lo persevere in
the good work, and urged the children to continue fuith-
ful to the advice and admonitions of their kind aad
excellout teachers.

The Christmuas tree under the porch i a truly magnifi.
eont imitation of oature, with the exception that no
natoral tres ever yet bore such & variely of rare and
beautiful fruit. The Isdies who plaseed and decorated
It are entitled to tho highest moed of praiso—Mra. Ogilby,
the wife of the good Doctor, ot belng forgotten. They
may rest ussured (hat they have the warm aund grate-
ful thanks of the troops of geutle cromtures who
yeelerday assomblod around thelr Clhristmus tree to
rocoive tho free will offerings of love nnd  ten-
derncss. Such & vrilllant and splenlll Christmas
tree Lins rarely boen seon, snd thoss who wero absrul
from Trinity church yestorday have really lost asight
which they cannol enjoy sgain till another Christmas
comes.

The distribution of presents was very judiclously
masaged under the direction of & committee of ladies,
They consisted of books, plums, confectionery, fruit and
eclonme of various kinda. The bright smiles of the ehil-
dren as thoy ived their p wera in i
satistuotlon enough for all the effurta of the gencrous
lauithus,

NEWS FROM PﬂR‘l‘RESB 3 MONROE.
Another llklrmllh with the Rebols—Ar=

rival of Heleased Prlsoners from Fort

Warren, &o., dic,

Forrures Moxnow, Dee. 23,}
Vie Barmmons, Doc. 24, 1801,

The skirmish yosterday was a slight affuir,

Two companjes of the Twentioth New York regiment
started from Newport Nows at nine o'clock this morning,
and proceadod to Newmarket Bridge o look for n man
who had been lost in the woods on the day before.

As wu bear, whilo noar the bridge they found them-
selves surcounded by rebel cavalry and infantry, num-
bering saven hundred men, but succeeded in cutting
their way out without loss.

Reinforcements wore sent for to Camp Hamilton, and
the r inder of the r waa sent forward.

The Naval Brigade, under command of Colonel War-
drop, wns also under arms and proceeded as far ns
Humpton Bridge. Four eompanies of cavalry were also
ordored out, but thelr services were nob required.

Bix of the Twentieth rogiment ware slightly wounded «
Ten of the enemy are known 10 bave bean killed,snd a
oumber wonnded, Seven dead bodies were found this
mortiig: one wus that of an officer, and was taken to
Nowport News. He wore bultons Jettered A, M. M,""—
porhiaps tho Alubama Minute Mon—and his namo is sup-
posed to have been John Hawking,

It is reported that a whole pany of neg was
enguged, and two of our men are known to have been
shot by them,

Gen, Manufleld wnd Acting Brigadier Genoral Webor
bighly complimsntod the troops engaged for thoir cool-
ness and bravery.

Tho bark lsland Chy arcived here last night from Bos-
ton, with two hundred and forty-nine prisonsrs of war re-
loaged from Fort Warren, who are to be exchanged fur
an equal number of our troops now held at Richmond.
The boat G T’y tovk them to Cranoy
Isiund this ﬂurm under & lag of truce.

Mre. Brown, dwo deughlers and servants, of Missouri,
and Mrs. lnprwl!,nﬂ(ichlnn. wero also p s for
the Bouth.

A large numbor of lettors and several boxes of clothing
for our prisonsre of war wero also sent over, The Rich-
mond prisoners are expacted here In a day or two.
IMPORTANT NEWS FROM THE SOUTH.

Cuicago, Dec. 24, 1801,

The Momphis Appeal of the 19th Instant has the fol-
lowing . —

A Richmopd correspondent says, in addition to the
$250,000 appropriated by the Confederate Congress for
the roiiel of the Charleston sufforers, the Legislature of
Virginia will nppropriato $200,000. Collections niso were
taken up in all the churches on the 15th inst.

The Georgla Legielature appropristed $100,000 for the
reliefl of the Charleston sufferers.

Tho correspondent says to such o frightful extent has
violenee (nercased in Richmond that the clty bids fair to
become as infamous as ever Baltimore or Naples was,
Ehootings and stabbings are every day occurrences.

The Memplis Ajpeal publishes telegraphic reporis of
the foreign news, and remarks:—* What will be the
eourse of the trembling tyrant at Washington we are un-
able Lo =ay, but presume be and his astute advisers wilj
refuse Lo take up the gauntlet go fearlessly offared by
Groat Britain, and thinks that the action of the federal
povernment will engender such a stats of gentiment In
Frunce and England as to secure the speedy recognition

| ot Southorn independence.'

The robel acvount of the Green river fight places the
Union loss 6t uinety-five Killed and one mortally wound-
ed. The same exageeration charncterizos the report of
the battle of Camp Alleghany, in Western Virginin. Gon,
Milroy §8 reported killed. The Union less 18 set down
ns Buﬁlklillt-d‘ The rebels acknowledge 20 killed and 97
wounged,

Tho Appeal reioices at the movements of the radical
abolitionlets in Congress, and, speaking of the emaneipa-
tiom selhiemes of Meers, Ptovens, Biogham, Sherman and
othors, it gays:—*Oar people rather ke this species of
legiiation, inncmach ns it gives vietories for us which
thi bayoniet awd bullet will be patd to achieyve,'*

The Fart Smith Nees of tho 12th las discouraging news
from the Iudinn country.  The Crecka, Cherokees and
Hemnolos are deserting the cause, and lnrge numbers
have joined Opthley holo, who i nuunmped on the Big
Peud of the Arkansss, wllln four thousand Indiung, well
armed with rifles, revolvers and knives, and nnked to the
wilst. To oppose this foree the rebels hull a gmall foros
under Colonal Cooper, who was clamorous for reinfores.
ments, A battle ie daily expocted, as the two armies are
only a few milog spart.

The Fort 8mith News of the 12th lsarns from the tele-
graph operator at Fayetteville that sbout one hundred
Union men had been arrested in Madison and Carroll
countjes,

The New Orlanns Deita of the 12th says that the naval
eommauder of the federal ﬂl'nl. rnrblde the I.rnn.smulm
of tienoral Phelps’' pr th d tofire
into any boat that attempted to enrr It.

The Nashville Enion of the 19th hu the grltil'yinr ns-
suranco that Lincoln's Message had i
revelution lmﬁng Union men.

Arrival of Gnvcrument Cotton from Port
Royal.
PuiLanerrma, Dee. 24, 1861,
The brig Ellen . Stewart arrived hers to-day from
Tort Royal, with 200 bales of Ses lsland cotton, belung.
ing totbe government.

The Reported Departure of Mason and
Slidell for Europe.
DBeoserox, Dec, 24, 1861,
Nothing is known in Boston in regard to Mesars. Mason

and Slidell's leaving In the Europs to-morrow,and the

rumor to thut efect is doubtless unfounded.

Personnl Intelligence.
VISIT OF THE SWEDES TO THYE STEAMER NEW WORLD,
The officors of tho Bwedish frigate Norrkoping, now
Iring in thiese waters, pald a visit to the steamer New
World, plying on the Hudgon river between this city and
Albany, just previous to her last trip from this port:
They ware shown over this striking specimen of our in-
Innd river crafi, and were nuum at her size, interior
and L 80 enormous a
structare could meve in the wllﬂ ot sl Thoy stated
that they, had neyer couceived of, much less seon, so
complete & on 80 gigantic a scale in
[T Umu-n - o S e gress

Isanc Jones, of FhaMeld mmy-mou umm

mmmhwmn Mnssachuretts. FHe i A

deal, wuur bald aud partially blind, but hulillhu_
lar vigor gh left to saw hail &

with green isaves and lmu. The
of the church on was  ex ly fine.
There a  softneas In the green plants re-
liev solid brown columns, sparkling wish
the light of & hundred tapsrs, that awskensd feelings
of devotion in every heart. The stained glasa windows
at the east end of the shurch, with all the spostolic
figures, shone forth {n Aue splendor beneath the rays df
light, and when the classio music of the church was be.
gun the soens b p ve o Lhe higheat degree.
The ordinary evening service of the Protestant Eplsco-

per day.
A Woodman, ul'Cub}qulu Haworth, of Washington;

r.mntu.m cmnun Bertram J, Galisher, of
. , Molanabau, of New ’lorl:
on. s.cm i i, Packor, of $a.;C, P. Kim.
ball, of Harrisburg; . Normand, of w H. R Lowt,
of New Brunawick ; Mir, and Mre. Hall, of Potomac,

aro ftopping at the Everett House.

Express Frelght by the Overland Route.
Arcmison, Dec. 34, 1861,
Orders have been given to the meveral agents of the

Overland Compan no mere sxpress freight from
uy nource until gu.rthu orders. W" fain .

of a War lo Englond—Will Fromoe Adé

le ? ., de.

Now that tlu Northern Etates of Americs are in trou.
ble, England and France solze eagerly upon the alightest
protext to attack them. The hot bloed of indiguaticn
mounts to the cheeks of Joyal Americans bere mnd io
London when ig the vile, iy th of the
principal orguns of both governments. It is useless for
me to recapitulate the open menaces made. Your files will
afford you ample proof that I do not szaggerate when ]
gay that mbuse and threats are heaped upon you.
The decision of the Juris consults of the
Engiish Crown a8 & farce. The Inconmistency
of wuch n conclusien ia too glaring not W
let the world see that it is England’s degiro to go to war
to gave herself from & soclal crisis that i impending,
Mr. Bright’s advice to tho trades unions, to demand theh
political rights, if followed oul, would virtually kill Lhe
power of thoe aristocracy. The six milllons of workiog:
mon could not bo threatened or bullied to vuto as thoir
lords chose to dictate, and the peopls would soon ruls in
stead of the ariswocracy.

A war with America might for some time avert
the storm. Hence the evident desire of England to
jump at once into & conflick which she may
find, to her cost, npot w0 omosided s she
imagines. She has, T know, been making preparations
for months for such an emergency as is afforded by the
nrrest of the rebels Slidell and Mason, aud will oo doubl
pueh matiers to extremitjes, urgod onas she is by France,
unless the people show uumistakeable signs of not per-
mitting the war. This they may do, the mors 8o as John
Bright, thelr apostle, seos through the sghemes of the
Palmerston Cabinot, and |8 already busily counterscting
them.

Mouthis agn 1 warned you in my lettors that Francs
and Eungland were iulmical, that they would sure
iy seize the first oppurtunity to  recogmise the
Davig government, Feoceut events prove that 1 wu
but o correctly informed. I may now add that th
government hay signified tn Great Britain it willingnen
to weooguiae the rebel googrnment ab once, and fhat in care
the Lingoln Cabinet refuses to deliver wp the rebels Slidaly
and Masm both England and France will do so—thus st
ting an evample to the world of the extreme Length to which
Jealoury of liberal insilutions will drive monarchical
governiments.

The honesty of such & proceeding 18 upon s par with
the autecedents of “both this government and that of

England, Had the Americans  reoognized Lhe
Canndfans  during  their  rebellion, Europe would
have rhouted out  “infumy;" and yet France

and England are proparing to do Just that Infamous
thing. It will not surprise you to hear that the organs oy
thia govermment have discoversd that the arrest of
Mossre. Slidell and Mason took place In Spanish waters
and that hence Epain has a right to join England and
Frauce i recognising tho South.  The Patrie says we can:
not remain idle spectators of o struggle between North
America and Fogland, It is quite clear that it is ot our
duty to avenge the wrongaof England ; but the recognition
of the Houth by that Power, which would imply a final
gaparation from the United Htates, could pot be regarded
a5 an igolatid act, and would impose upon France] the ne-
cesgity of nssuming s decisive attitude on this question.,
The result would be that two groat maritime Powers oy
Europe might be drawn ioto o common action with the
same [deatical political ohjeet.

Eluce writing this the Pairie bas come oul so
utrongly for the rebels as quits to astonish all classcs
hore, except those who know what I8 cowts.
The London Timesnnd Post affect to consider this as won-
derfully ruggestive, and speak of the Patrie as the mosy
confidential organ of the Emperor Napoleon, On the part
of these journals such an assertion s false; as they well
know that their own Paris correspondents have Informed
them that M. do s Guerroniore, the-head of the Patrie,
s no longer in favor with his Majssty, who sees him no
more. 1 assert that both the T¥mes and Fost are well
aware of this, and that when they pretend to sttachun -
due signifieance Lo the Patrie they are as false as It is.

The Patric has now oo political lmportanss. Bince the
fall of its chisf editor it gels no more lnspiration,

Unfortunately, the Poy: and Constitutionnel do, It way
these worthy sheets that made the discovery aboat
the Spanish waters turn of affaire, and they own %o hav-
Ing imbibed the ides from the last Jetter of Dr. Russell,
How hundy all that will be, snd how cesy the traosi.
tion of the English, French and Mext*

can to American waters, Mr. Mﬂwuklmnu in*
..gmdwhun bo ssked for increased fortifications slong

England evidently means war, and has meant 1§ all
along. She has wailed in hopes that the North would
mest with serious reverses; but now, that the star of the
Lincojn Cabinet peoms Lrigh up, England will strike

ars L0 man; m .
I A say how the Unlled Brates govern.

pal church, revived by some now hymna composed for
tho ocomsion , was performed with all the solemnity and '

of the company having been fined by the governmons for

reported neglect of mall matter,

ment m; act, rlth

down ita throst; mmﬁh Hhﬂiﬂﬂlm




