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AMUSEMENTS THIS EVENING.

NTBIiti'fl GARDEN, Broudwiiy..I'nor. HkbBMANV.

WINTER GARDEN, Broadway..Lake* or Kili.aknby.
P,t< Ki.i'Ndkbs.llAiiir .Joar.

WALLACE'S TUEATRE, No. 844 Broadway..Sbk 8100pa
TO COIWUKB
LAURA KEENE'B THEATRE, Broadway..LittleToy.Robinson Oucsoa.

NEW BOWERY TUEATRE, Bowery..Hkbkb, thb Hcn-
1SR.MaOIU PAKKKI..llllIK doNKS.

BOWERY THEATRE, Bowery..Stickniy's NationalClBCUI.

BARNUM'S AMERICAN MUSEUM. Broadway..Day andSrenlng..ONDiNA-HirroroTAMVs, Whali, and Other Cu-mioaiTttv

BRYANTS' MINSTRELS, Mechaulca' Hall, 472 Broadway..Us Ballo IN Mascuera.
HOOLEY'S MINSTRELS, RtuTveaant Institute, No. 030brdadway..Ethiopian Sonos, Dances, Ac.

NIBLO'S SALOON. Broadway..Piak Family BcllRiaum...Mti-moou and evening.'
MKLODEON CONCERT IIALL. No. 639 Broadway.-Bonos, Dancer, Bc»les<jue», Ac..Rluoli.etta.
CANTERBURY MUSIC IIALL, MS Broadway..SONOE,Dancer, UciiLEsqcn, Ac..Mono. DeohaluhiaC,
GAIETIES CONCERT ROOM, 016 Broadwav..DhawinoBOOM EntKRYAINHRNTS, Bali.eth, Pantomimes, Fauces, Ac.

AMERICAN MUSIC HALL, 044 Broadway..Songs, Bal¬lets, Pantomimes, Ac Scamhxi.

METROPOLITAN CONCERT HALL, 000 Broadway.-SoNea, Dances, Faucis. Bcblbsooks, Ac.

CRYSTAL PALACE CONCERT HALL, No. 43 Bowery..Bcriejuces, Sonus, IUbjes, Ac..Cat Pot Pie.

PARISIAN CABINET OF WONDERS, MS Broadway..Open daily from 10 A. M. till 9 P. M.

NATIONAL MUSIC HALL. Chatham street..Boblu-
quks, Sonus, Dances, Am
NOVELTY MUSIC HALL, 010 Broadway..Bolbsucu,Bobgs. Daitobs, Aa

Hew York, Sunday, December 89, 1861.

tub: situation.
All prospects of a war with England are brought

to an end by the decision of the Cabinet to surren¬
der the persons of Messrs. Mason and Slidell to
the protection of the British flag, from under which
they were taken by Commander Wilkes. Mr. Sew¬
ard, in the masterly document he has addressed to
Lord Lyons, and in the sagacious instructions he
transmitted to our Minister in London, cm the 30th
of November last, upon this subject, has taken
no clear, comprehensive and unobjectionable
a view of the entire aflhir, its legal bearings and
the position which this country has always as-
cumed upon the question of neutral rights, as to
leave no point open for cavil, either at home or
with foreign governments. This difficulty being
¦ettled, the government now finds itself free and
unembarrassed to carry out with energy its cru-
nade against the Southern rebellion, which Mr.
Upward declares can be crushed out within
ninety days after the hopes of recognition by
foreign Powers are extinguished. The result is
looked upon in Washington with the utmost satis¬
faction. as depriving the rebels of much strength
which they would certainly have acquired in case
of a war with England and France, and also as a

comptote vindication of American policy es¬
tablished by Madison, and since always resolutely
contended for. At the dinner given yesterday by
the Secretary of State to the diplomatic corps, the
termination of the difficulty was the subject of uni¬
versal congratulation.
There is nothing of importance to report from

the army of the Potomac. General McClcllan is
fully restored to health. No official information
was received of any action in Kentucky; but from
other sources we learn that 60,000 men, the ad-
vanoe of General Buell's command, have crossed
Greon river, and arc within five miles of the rebel
General Hindman's advance posts. A battle is
therefore looked for in a short time.
The British steamer Gladiator, about whose mis¬

sion we have before informed our readers, was at
Nassau, New Providence, on the 16th inst., loaded
with arms for the rebels, and was lying beside the
United States gunboat Flambeau, who was watch¬
ing her movements. The government officials
there, however, had declined to furnish coal to the
Flambeau, while the Gladiator was abundantly
supplied. As both vessels were constantly keep¬
ing steam up, and thus consuming their fuel.it was
consequently a matter of time between them
whether the Gladiator would make good her
eBcapo.the odds, of course, being greatly in her
favor.
Our European tiles by the Nova Scotian, dated

on the 12th of December.one day later.contain
a continuation of the narrative relating to
the progress of the war excitement in
England, as well as the general agitation
tation produced by the Trent seizure affair, in a
aeries of articles which we publish in the Hkralo
this morning. The editorial of the London Posf.
the government organ of Great Britain.in which jthe hopes of England, regarding the consequences
of a war with the United States are portrayed, is
very important.
The London Army and Navy Qaiette of the 7th

instant saya:.As soon as the fleet [North Ameri¬
can] under Vice Admiral Sir Alexander Milne,
K. C. B., is likely to be employed on active ser¬

vice, a junior flag officer will be nominated to
acrve under Sir Alexander; but, up to last even¬
ing, nothing in this respect was decided at the
Admiralty.
The same paper adds:.Various incorrect re¬

ports have been circulated respecting the regi¬
ments supposed to be under orders for Canada.
The only battalions 8* present nnder orders are
the First of the Rifle brigade and the First of the
Sixteenth. No doubt more will follow as soon as

transport can be obtained and the course of the
American government is more decidedly apparent.
The brigade of Guards next for foreign service
consists of the First battalion Grenadier Guards,
now at the Tower; Second battalion Coldstreams,
and Second battalion Scots Fusiliers, both at Wel¬
lington barracks.
The result of the negotiations at Washington ou

the Trent affair will, however,make a considerable
change in all these movements.

MISCELLANEOUS NEWS.
By the arrival of the steamer Karnuk at this

port yesterday we have advices from Ilavaua to the
2lst, and from Nassau, N. P., to the 23d inst. The
general news from Havana is unimportant. The
city was healthy, and business dull. At Nassau
the rebel steamers Isabel and Gordon were in port,

closely watched by the United States gunboat
Flambeau. The British steamship Gladiator was

also in port, and would sail soon for England.
There was a report at Havana when the Karnak

sailed, of au outbreak at the city of St. Domingo
against ex-President Santana. It was said to have
boen quite serious, and that many lives were lost
A party from tho country endeavored to aid the
revolted citizens, but were prevented by a

Spanish force sent out against them.
The grant to the Great Belt Railroad Company

was confirmed by the Board of Aldermen last even¬

ing. More than two hours were frittered away in
most useless conversation and badinage on unim¬
portant matters in order to pass the time uutil the
paper was acted upon by tho Councilmen. When
it reached the Aldermen all debate was cut off by
a call for the previous question, and the grant waa
passed under protest from Aldermen Dayton, Fro-
ment, Bagley and Barry.
The proceedings in the Board of Councilmen

'aat evening were very important, as will be seen

by our report elsewhere. A petition of the Cen¬
tral Park, North and East River Railroad Com¬
pany, to which waa appended a series of resolu¬
tions granting them the privilege of constructing
and runnlug a railroad through South and West
streets and various other streets was sprung upon
the Board, and, after an exciting debate, they were

adopted by a vote of thirteen to ten. Mr. Orton
and other members asserted that the franchise was
worth a million of dollars. The resolutions were
taken into the other Board before the reporters had
time to copy them. An injunction was served
upon the Committee on Markets, prohibiting them
from taking action upon the Ganscvoort property
measure, and the opinion of the Corporation
Counsel requested as to its validity. A smaller
swindling operation was then put through, which
was concurrence with the Aldermen in making the
Times and World Corporation papers.
Some little trouble was expected in Canada.

from the fact that part of the militia were French
and part British Canadians.relative to the word
of command. It was decided, however, that Eng¬
lish only should be used, to prevent confusion of
orders.
George A. Crawford, the Governor elect o'

Kansas, has submitted to Charles Robinson, the
present Executive, a proposition to carry their re-
apective claims to tho office before the Supreme
Court, and to abide by its decision. The party
that elected Mr. Crawford contend that under the
constitution Mr. Robinson's term expires on the
1st of January, while the latter gentleman is of
opinion that the law empowers him to hold on for
another year.
The "downtrodden" people of Maryland appear

to elicit the strongest sympathies of the members
of the Virginia Legislature. Strange that the citi¬
zens of that State "can't see it."
Three Wisconsin regiments of infantry and two

cavalry companies and a battery from Minnesota
have been ordered to reinforce Fort Leavenworth,
Kansas.
The smaller class or yeseeIs continue to pass up

and down the Potomac, transporting government
stores, with very little molestation by the rebel
batteries. Powder is scarce, and they cannot afford
to waste it on schooners and steam ferryboats,
Frep and easy concert saloons, on the Broadway

plan, have been introduced in Alexandria, Va. The
Provost Marshal will give them his attention in a
few days,
Hugh Adrian, a private of Company F, Slxtieh

regiment New York, died on the 22d inst,, of
typhoid fever, at the United States Army Hospital,
Baltimore. His remains reached this city on the
24th inst.
A brigade of the New Jersey militia paraded on

the 26th inst., in Trenton. The brigade was com¬
posed of three regiments, numbering over four
thousand men.

Skating was resumed yesterday on the ponds
around Central Park and In the neighborhood of
Harlem. The Ice in the park itself was not in a ft1
condition to allow skating thereon, and may not be
for some days yet.
Recorder Hoffman passed a number of sentenoes

yesterday in the General Sessions. Among the
prisoners was Thomas Reynolds, who, on being
convicted of murder in the second degree, was sen-I tenccd to imprisonment for life in the State prison.
On Friday the North river steamers New World

and Isaac Newton had not yet been extricated
from their perilous positions, but it was thought
that they would be saved in a day or two.
The cotton markot opened dull yesterday forenoon and

without animation, but after the receipt of the newg
from Washington it assumed greater firmness The salea
embracad about 400 bales, closing chiefly at SO,Sc. for
middling uplands, with little or none to be had under S7c.
It was reportod that a larga proportion or the orders not
long since sent to Liverpool wore not executed,the parties
declining to make the purchases snd shipments
to this country without the cssh in hand.
Th# flour market was firmer, with rather more

doing, while prices were in the main unchanged.
Wheat was firm st the full prices of the previous day^while sales wore moderate. Corn was heavy early in the
day, but became more active towards the cloee of
'Change, and at an advance of le. per bushel in prices,
with increased sales. Pork was heavy, with moderate
sales of old and new mess, at $8 a $0 50 for old and new.

Sugars were firm, and sales of 200 s 300 hhds. Cuba and
150 do. melado were mad# at full prices. Coffee was
quiet snd sales unimportant. Freights were quite steady,
with a fair amount of engagements at full prices.

The Settlement of the Trent Question.
The Admtrnble Attitude of Our Govern¬
ment .

The important event which, a week ago, we
foreshadowed and vindicated to our readers, is
now a matter of history. The ultimatum of
England upon the Trent affair, Involving the
restoration of our rebel emissaries.Mason, Sli-
dell, MacFarland and Eustis.to the protection
of the British flag, has been acceded to, and the
clouds of a foreign war which were gathering,
flashing and muttering in our eastern horizon
have vanished as suddenly as the mimic thun¬
ders and lightnings of the stage.
The official correspondence, facts and argu¬

ments on both sides are before our readers.
The record of our government is clear, consist¬
ent and satisfactory. Mr. Seward hns dis¬
charged his duty in this matter with eminent
ability, sagacity, dignity and decorum. In the
very outset, it will be observed, he has antici¬
pated the requisitions of Earl Russell, recog¬
nized the irregularity of the act of Captain
Wilkes, and opened wide the door to an amica-
blo settlement. By a happy and very remarka¬
ble coincidence, it appears that on the very
same day, the 30th of November, while Earl
Ru«sell. in London, was fulminating his alterna¬
tive of war, our Secretary of State, in Washing¬
ton, was engaged in preparing for Mr. Adams
an olivo branch of peace. Exasperated by the
highly colored report of the Trent affair made by
Commander Williams, of the Royal Navy. Earl
Russell doubtless experienced some difficulty
in restraining himself within the bounds of
diplomatic equanimity; while Mr. Seward, with
the report of the cool,experienced and reliable
Captain Wilkes before him, proceeded to his
task of conciliation calm as a summer's morn¬

ing. Had the Atlantic cable been in success-

ful operution on the 30th of November lust, Mr.
Sewurd's despatch to Mr. Adams of that day
would have prevented all that unseemly, unsea¬

sonable and discreditable warlike furor which,
from the failure of the Atlantic telegraph, has
been running away with the comuiou sense and
sobriety of the leading journals and politicians
of Eagluud. Fortified, however, as Mr. Seward
is by that calm and conciliatory despatch of
the 30th of November, ho stands before our

loyal American people free from any reproach
of having compromised the national honor or

dignity in the surrender of Mason, Slidell and
their attaches back to the protection of England.
In advance of any demand he recognises the

irregularity of their seizure, and the readiness
of our government for a reparation. Our Se¬
cretary of the Navy, In his annual report to

Congress, takes substantially the same ground;
and if the President, in his annual Message, is
silent upon the subject, he is manifestly so from
considerations of prudence and propriety, in
view of a peaceable arrangement.

In bis despatch to Lord Lyons of November
30, Earl Russell denounces the seizure of Mason
Slidell, MacFarland and Eustis, by Captain
Wilkes, as "an aet of violence which was an

affront to the British flag and a violation of in¬
ternational law," and says that the only redress
which oan satisfy the British nation will be "the
liberation of the four gentlemen, and their de¬
livery to your lordship, in order that they may
again be placed under British protection, and a

suitable apology for the aggression which has
been committed." This is the case as presented
by Earl Russell. He states the offence commit¬
ted and the reparation required; and if these
terms are not offered by Mr. Seward Lord
Lyons is to propose them to him. It is there,
fore but simple justice to Earl Russell to say
that, while this ultimatum involves the alterna¬
tive of war, the manner in which it is presented
indicates a desire for peace.
Mr. Seward, in his elaborate and learned

reply, covers all the nice legal distinctions'
doubts and difficulties bearing upon the subject.
He approves the patriotic and generous mo¬

tives which governed the conduct of Captain
Wilkes, and shows how very difficult it would
have been on his part to meet the exact re¬

quirements of international law. when there is
no fixed or generally recognised law in refe¬
rence to such cases as this of the Trent. Upon
the main question.the restitution of the rebel
emissaries concerned to British protection.the
apology of M*. Seward, which will doubtles*
be satisfactory to England, will surely be ac"

ceptable to the loyal people of the United
States. He says:."If I decide this case in
favor of my own government, I must disavow
its most cherished principles, and reverse

and forever abandon its essential policy/'
He says that " the country cannot af¬
ford this sacrifice. If I maintain those
principles and adhere to that policy, I
must surrender the case itself." He cannot,
therefore, deny the claim presented, because
"we are here asked to do to the British nation
just what we have always insisted all nations
ought to do to us." Could a more comprehen¬
sive apology than this be demanded by Eng¬
land, or could a more satisfactory vindication
be desired by the American people?

If any doubt of the wisdom or propriety of this
settlement of the Trent difficulty still lingers in
the mind of the intelligent American reader,
jealous of the honor and dignity of his country,
that doubt will be dissipated with the reading
of the despatch of M. Thouvenel, the Minister for
Foreign Affairs of the French government, to
M. Mercier, the French Ambassador at Wash¬
ington. This despatch comes from a friendly
Power, and its object is to dissuade our

government from assuming a position on

this Trent question which may forfeit the
sympathies of France. Thus, in yielding to the
demands ofEngland, we not only secure her neu¬

trality in the matter of this Southern rebellion
beyond the reach of quibble or pretext, but in
maintaining our old ground we secure the sympa¬
thy and good will of France, and of all the oth¬
er continental nations which have heretofore
contended with us against England for the
rights of neutrals against a belligerent maritime
despotism.

Returning to Mr. Seward's despatch of No¬
vember 30, he says therein to Mr. Adams:.
"You spoke the simple fact when you told him
(Lord Palmerston) that the life of this insurrec¬
tion Is maintained by its hopes of recognition in
England and France," and that "it would perish
in ninety days if these hopes should cease."
That all such hopes must now be relinquished
is abundantly manifest. England is henceforth
debarred from intervention in behalf of this in¬
surrection; France has no sympathy for it, and
it must now stand or fall upon its own re¬

sources. They are nearly exhausted, and we

have only now to push forward our fleets and
armies in order to bring this beleaguered insur¬
rection to a general dissolution within ninety
days. Accordingly, we congratulate our loyal
people upon this settlement of the Trent ques¬
tion, and that it is settled to the credit of our

government, and upon its own doctrines ofneu¬
tral maritime rights.

Exportation of Lite Oak..We perceive that
rather extensive shipments of ship timber to
foreign countries are now going forward. As
the principal live oak region is now in the
hands of the rebels, it is a mutter for the con¬
sideration of the government whether it wil1
permit any further exports from the North¬
ern region till we have regained possession
of the soil where live oak grows. We trust
that may be soon; but the government ought
to bo satisfied that it will have a sufficient sup¬
ply for its own purposes, or elso it ought to

stop all shipments for the present.

Tlio Kngllah Pmre Party.
Wo published yesterday an address by the

Her. Newman Hull, a clergyman ofsome celebri¬
ty in London, on the affair of the Trent, and the
warlike attitude of England towards the United
States. Mr. Hall is, bo it known, one of the
peace narty in England, and represents pretty
fairly the general feeling of that section of the
community. His argument against Great Bri¬
tain and the United States going to war because
of the allegod affront to tho British flag is sen¬

sible and impartial, and he does not hesitate to
rebuke tho angry passions of those who elunior
for war. Some people, he tolls his audience,
seem to imagine that Britannia has a right to
rule the waves; that the ocean is her freehold;
that she may do what she pleases there, and
that other nations must not be allowed to act
in a manner which she considers quite justifiable
in herself; and he very properly stigmatizes the
sentiment as unjust and monstrous. He also
deprecates the idea of England taking advan¬
tage of the present position of this country,
and finds a parallel in the case of two
pien fighting, one of whom, for some reason,
shakes his fist at a third party. Would
it be brave, he asked, for the latter
at once to fight him? No; bravery would say,
" Wait a bit, my fine fellow; you've enough on

your hands at present. I'm too much of a man
to accept your challenge jnst now. Finish af¬
fairs with your antagonist first.two at once
isn't fair." He scouts the idea of fighting under
any circumstances, and says that, supposing
arbitration to fail, there wotlld be the third
alternative of forgiveness; and this last he
strenuously advocates, professing himself utter¬
ly astonished at the widely entertained opinion
that England must have either redress or re¬
taliation. He recommends conciliation, and
points to the exultation which the enemies of
liberty would feel at seeing the two great
champions of human freedom contending with
each other, and the British flag dishonored by
floating side by side with that of a confederacy
of slaveholders; and be concludes by saying,
" We will have no war with America".a pro¬
phecy which bo will find true, but owing in no

respect to his own instrumentality.
The effortB of the gentleman in question arc

well intentioned; but his arguments would have
availed as little in preventing a war between
this country and England as those of Mr-
John Bright and his colleagues with regard
to Russia, before tbc commencement of the
Crimean war. It will be remembered that
these gentlemen went on a special mis¬
sion, as delegates of the peace party in
England, to the Emperor Nicholas, and
urged upon him the avoidance of a war with
Great Britain, picturing, of course, all the hor¬
rors which inevitably arise from a conflict so
gigantic. The Emperor told them he was quite
in favor of'peace, but of course the conditions
were not to be overlooked. The pence party
returned to England without making any im-
prossion upon the Czar, whose desire for peace
and willingness to fight they could hurdly re¬
concile. Yet there are people who think mes¬

sengers of peace are to be found in such men
as Mr. Bright and the disciples of Christianity.
They think that a few missionaries sent into the
midst of the hostile New Zealanders would pro¬
cure peace; and they think many other things
on the subject which history has abundantly
falsified. What did the missionaries do in India
before and during the mutiny to bring peace?
It has yet to be learned that the only messen¬

gers of peace are rifled hundred pounders. It is
evident that with all oar civilization security is
only to be purchased by strength, and that the
nation whose peace is least endangered is that
whloh is best prepared to defend itself and
punish others. Arguments are impotent unless
baoked by cannon.

The Indictment Quashed in tbe Affair of
Mason and Seidell..In this case the Uni.
ted States are in the position of plaintiff
and tbe British government, a neutral Pow¬
er, defendant. The Indictment against the
British government is that a vessel bearing it"
flag violated the laws of neutrality by carrying
four emissaries of the enemy. There is a flaw
in tbe indictment, and it must be quashed ; but
the offence remains. The merits of the case are

substantially with the American government-
The technicality is in favor of the offender.
The Trent ought to have been taken to port,
and been adjudicated upon by a court of admi¬
ralty, instead of Captain Wilkes making an

adjudication himself, which compromised the
case, by foregoing his right to a prize and taking
only tbe " contrabands," from a mistaken deli¬
cacy and generosity, which could not be ap¬
preciated by the obtuse intellect of John Bull.
In this Captain o'ilkes acted irregularly, as was
intimated to him by the Secretary of the Navy,
lie ought to have captured the vessel, and taken
her into port, where she would have been con"
demned. Surely the British government and
the owners of the Trent ipight have forgh en
this wrong. As it is technically called in law, it
was an "error of procedure,'" which does not
affect the merits of the case; and, though there¬
fore Mason and Slidell must be discharged on
the ground of the "Irregularity" of the circum¬
stances attending their arrest, the guilt of the
Trent remains unchanged, though unfortunate¬
ly, from the peculiarity of maritime law, she
cannot be seized for the offence after the voyage
is performed. In cases of contraband the ves¬

sel committing the offence must be taken in the
Act,flagrante delicto, and not afterwards. If she
commits an offence of the same nature in fu¬
ture Captain Wilkes, or whatever other officer
of the United States Navy may arrest her. will
know what to do.

The SKATtxu Season..Christmas has ushered
in the skating carnival, and thousands of those
who take delight in the glorious rush of the
gliding steel over an icy surface are now to
be seen daily in the full enjoyment of what its
most devoted admirers call the poetry of
motion. The ponds in the Central Park. Wil¬
liamsburg, Brooklyn and other places present
scenes of pleasure, gayety and healyilul recre¬
ation which are positively refreshing to witness,
There is a smile on nearly every face, and joy
soems universal, unless, perhaps, at certain
moments when some unlucky novice loses what
is very necessary iu skating.his equilibrium.
But even accidents of this description, if not
serious.and they seldom are.only add to the
general mirth. It is pleasant to see young men

and women mingled in a gay and swiftly circu¬
lating crowd, to listen to their laughter, and
watch the skilflil movements of tbe accomplished
skater and the timid attempts of unpracliced
feet; but it is a luxury to be one of the gliding
throng, and to feel the glow of health which the
exercise imparts. One feels for the time being
more like a bird on the wing than a scdato

citizen, accusloniod usually to walk, instead of
skim.
To the juvonlle portion of the community, now

absent from school during the holidays, tho
advent of the skating season must be especially
welcome, and tend very much to realize their
ideas of "a merry Christmas and a happy New
Year." The sleighing time is not far off, and
then we shall have another of tho pleasures
which we find in the lap of winter.

Depressing News for the Kebsls.
The newspapers and public meu in the South

exulted beyond measure when the news of the
seizure of Mason and Slidell reached them, be¬
cause they saw in it the first step to an inevi¬
table war between the United States and Great
Britain, with which they connected the raising
of the Southern blockade, the application by
England of a similar act of war to our own ports,
and the assured success of the rebellion. All
these very pleasant calculations have, unfortu-
nntely for the rebels, been spoiled by the sen¬
sible act of the administration in surrendering
Mason, Slidell and their secretaries; and of
courso the news of that act will produce de¬
pression in the South corresponding with their
previous elation. It is something which thay
did not calculate upon, as will be seen by the
few following extracts.
The Richmond Etamluer of a recent date

argues itselfinto blissful hopes In this way:.
The United State* can do absolutely nothing but refuse

the demands of Great Britain, aad abide the consequence*of that refusal. What they will be can be dearly foretold.
Flret, there will be the diplomatic rupture; Lord Lyon*will demand hie paesorta, and Mr. Adams will be aent
away from London. Then will /Mow on immediate recog¬nition tf tho Southern confederacy, with encouragement andaid infiling out its neurit and supplying their wants in
the British ports and itlandt. Lastly, a war will he evolvedfrom these two events.
The reasoning appears pretty good, provided

the promisee were correct; but therein lies all
the difficulty. The government of the United
States did not consider Itself bound to consult
rebel opinions or follow rebel advice on the
subject of the Trent difficulty, but acted on ita
own views of what was best for the national in¬
terests. And, therefore, we are to have no
"diplomatic rupture," no " immediate recogni¬
tion of the Southern confederacy," and no war
to be " evolved from these two events."
The Richmond Enquirer was equally jubilant

with its contemporary over the Trent difficulty,
saying:.
The old BritUb lion is giving an honest roar in view of

the indignity visited upon the Queen's Hag. The measures
of the minister* have been in full accordance with the in¬
dignation of tho people, and tho fuUest and broadest de¬
mand has been made for immediate and adequate apologyand reparation. We will not disturb the eloquence of such
facts by words of comment. We will only say, well done,John Bull. Overbearing you sometimes are, hut craven
never. France, too, It seems, echoes the British indigna¬tion, and will support her action. Vive Napoleon I
Tho Richmond Dispatch follows suit. Argu¬

ing upon the likelihood of an immediate battle
on a grand scale, it says :.
The appearance of England on the Held of strife would

have a decided influence ou tbs cdntest. Th#f>rft ettect
of the Imbroglio, even If it should not result in war be¬
tween that country aud the North, must be to precipitatethe latter In whatever action it may have been preparingagainst the South during the last few months of busyactivity.
The Memphis Appeal also undertakes to de¬

cide the question for the government, and de¬
clares its opinion that the action of the federal
government will engender such a state of senti¬
ment in France and England as to secure the
speedy recognition of Southern independence.
The views taken by the newspapers were also

those that found favor with prominent rebels,
including Mr. Jefferson Davis himself and Mr.
Charles J. Faulkner, recently our representa¬
tive at Paris. One of our correspondents
imputes to Davis the following language on this
subject:.
You may depend upon it, gentlemen, England feels this

insult more keenly than has yet appearedT Tho EnglUhlion is only growling now. He has not yet begun to roar.
There will be no deiey Neither at London or at Washing¬ton, when it comes to tnat. Ihare no idea that Mr. Lin¬
coln't government will yield, however, to the dcmandi ofEng¬land. The entire Northern preea has applauded the aot
of Captain Wilke*. Mr. Cusbtng, Mr. Cass end several
other eminent Northern statesmen have taken the trouble
to write and print letters to prove that Captain Wilkes did
right, and that his act U entirely justifiable by the laws
of nations. So far as we can learn, there is but one senti¬
ment throughout the Infatuated North, and that it that
our envoy* must be held, end that to yield them up will
cover the North with disgrace. I cannot believe that
Mr. Seward will be willing to stand the atom of oxecra-
tion that will fall upon his head If he releases our ambas¬
sadors and places them once more under the protection of
the English flag. War, then, with England it inevitable, and
war between the Xorthern Statu and England will be quick¬ly followed by the recognition ofour independence by Eng¬land. Prance, Spain and Prussia, and by the withdrawal qfthe I'nion armletfrom our toil.
Mr. Faulkner also took the position, in a pub¬

lic qpeech made by him in Richmond the other
day, that if Mr. Lincoln receded from the pre-
tfent status in the Mason and Slidell affair the
furious abolition sentiment would overwhelm
him: and if he did not, they would be involved
in a war with England.

If there were any doubt as to the propriety
of the course of tho administration in surren¬

dering Mason, Slidell A Co., these outpourings
from rebel sources would be more than suffi¬
cient to dispel such doubt.

Settlement of the Trent Difficulty.Fa¬
vorable Effect on the Public Mind..The de¬
cision arrived at by the government to restore
Mason. Slidell & Co. to the British authorities
had a very marked and favorable effect on the
public mind in this city yesterday. It removed
a load of care from men's spirits, and restored
a degree of elasticity which was noticeable in
every department of trade. The public pulse
beat more evenly than it had done for the last
'five or six weeks. The Stock Exchange felt the
influence, and gave evidence of it in an advance
in the price of government securities and a

general movement in stocks. Even those who
held that the action of Commodore Wilkes was

legal and justifiable felt gratified that the ad¬
ministration entertained a somewhat different
idea, and that it found a mode ofpostponing war
without subjecting the nation to humiliation
and disgraoe. Now that this trouble has passed
over, let us look forward with confidence to a

speedy throttling of the rebellion.
________________ #

Bkookltn Acadfmy of Mrsic.." Damon and Pythian
was given last night, to another excellent lions*. Mr. Da¬
venport and Mr. J. W. Wallack in tho principal char,
acters. The piece was admirably played, and at its clos*
Mr. Pavtnport was called before th* curtain and com¬

pelled to make a speech. He thanked the audience, in
the name of Mr. .Tarrett and the company, for the gen¬
erous favor which they had bestowed from the oom
mencemcnt on their bumble efforts, it wss s source of
pride to them that they had been the first to inaugu
rate the drama in that noble building, and they,only re¬

gretted that other engagements prevented them from
dOniinujng relations which bad proved so pleasant and

profitable. At an early period, however, they hoped to
bo able to return and avail theimelvoi of the kind dispo¬
sition that had hoen manifested towards them. This
brief address was enthusiastically theered. the audience
testifying, by the heartiness of their applause, the

pleasure they had derived from Mr Davenport s per¬
formance. Tobin's fine old comedy of " The Honey¬
moon '' followed, and was excellently played."

Movements of General Scott.
During the whole of yesterday General Scott remained

secluded In his lodgings at the Brevoort House. He was

visited during the day hy several distinguished persona
who wore anxious to pay their devoirs to tho returned
hero. Among those were Messrs. Hamilton Fish, Wm
Thos Kcmble, J. W. Bookman, Charles S. baker and
others It is not now probable that the Geneial will
leave the city before tho latter part of next week.

IMPORTANT FHOM MISSOURI.
QEN. HAfLECK ON THK CONTBVBANIf

QUESTION.
Mo., Dec. 26 1861

The legal condition of the negroee diacharfed yeaterdar

Th
°r i. In no write ch.ngM

D « ar,. Vre#d rrOIB ooufln*n"'nt Audaaleou the
pre "^ttoothA'thoTATetUve,. General H.ll.ck ««
th.' tito order will not debar any one from enforcing hk
*il rightsi to the tervieet of thee, negroes. Such right.

f ,

U* .nforM<1 through the loyal olyll trt.'
bunals of the State, whose mandates will always bo duly
respected by the military .uthorit.es of this department.
Military officer, cannot decide upon the rights of proper-
ty or daims to service, except so f.r «3 IIUIy ba autho.
rtaed by the law. of war or acts of CougreM. When not mi

~ Wi" "" interf#reno« with such

HEW3 FROM THE 80UTH.
Fobtkrsk Monrok, Dec. 37, 1M1

A of truce this morning took to Craney Island R*r.
Mr. Brown, a rebel chspl.iu, and a lady. No passengers
were brought down.

«»«mg*r»

General Burnside Is axpected to arrire here to-morrow,
to consult with Ganeral Wool and Commodore Oolda-
borough in relation to hie oontemplatad movements.
Considerable excitement prevail* at Vorktown, Va.,l»

^«P?11T 0t? 4,Uck" AU ,h# ,iok ".re removed o.
the 21st, by order of Generel Magruder
The publication of the Norfolk Day Book wu suspended

yesterday, for the want of a supply of paper. A oopy of
to-day'a issue wea brought down by tha Hag of trues from
which w. extract a deapatch d.t*d Uu/uTu. Ta' £

MLWhi011th" * PM**n*w And freight oar
collidod about on# mils from thor* or thai afteraooa.
Threo persons had received broken legs and a
horses war* killed.
The Norfolk Day Book says that Wlaans' earner

into the Roads on Wedneodey, and was itlU there y«
day. The Keystone State was perhaps mistaken for IN
Winane.
Tho Norfolk Day Book learns that General Saolt had a*

V°rlC; tbat h# lefl England at tha requ*M
of the English authorities, and that thay ware about (.
declare war against tha United State*.
A.despatch dated Nashville, th* 2Sth, says that Tom-

Crittenden, with 12,000 men, was within forty mjlea at
Hopkinsvllle, and would advance upon that plaoa at thren
points. Tha Southern rights citizens there are stndw.
their families and stock to tho South.
Tho banking house, a branch of tho Northern Bank ..

Kentucky, at Glasgow, wm taken possession of by the

towd
0n th#^ Ohly $t,000 in Kentucky bilk wet.

John 0. Davis, a member of the Union Congress tram
the Seventh district of Indians, ha. arrived^ HopktnT
villa, on his way to Richmond, but for what purpose it W
not stated.
A force of not less than sixty thousand men. the ad-

vance ofGen. Buoll's Union army, has crossed Green river
and la within llvo miles of General Hindman's advance!
Great preparations have bees made for thedereaoaaf
Bowling Green, which show a terrible conflict to be In
pending.

CONDITION or TBI REBELS AT NKW ORLIANB

W* miKiiah [ ,
* Bo*ton Transcript. 1

vJ. ~. l0w 80B* Mtr«ei« from a letter wrlttaw
' werciiant transacting business in New iirimJ?
SjEL rM'der The J#tt»r is the l5!L 22T1i
Three large steamers have run the blockade tha -*¦

rr^e'av^e ml HUkea 0111
are leaving tor Havana nearly every day. The mesaTn
lishSd in »n .xt?.m# thr°Ugh b7Mpr,M- was^SC
forUflcatton. defendingK Tl?0."4 '?

Houses are selling for thirty per cent mn» th.. r~

Prk°iilVh ^be dedinV. ,MtUuti0M«
ine war has thus far cost only $50,000 000 tm

have been the private contributions.
*

/"."exh,bition given at the opera, by the ladles laM

Th.'» V"? the sohKrs wm $3,876.
^J11* HoU1 bA. been converted Into a grand

money for the troope. Ladies arertrt2S
.h. >.<! tt?10n, rlns, bracelets, and other valuabiL raf
he object. Instead of making purchases for Chratmu
presents, they buy ticket. anJ ghr.Xm awavI^E
believed that the fair will be .gmuSi '' K *

MILITARY MDVIMERTt IRREW YORK.
MASSACHUSETTS CAVALRY

The scond battalion of the Flrit regiment ¦"Mn.nrh.-
.etts cavalry, under command of Colonel Robert Willlama
arrived In this city from Readvllle.where they havebee*
encamped for nearly three month.-yest.rday aflernoc.
»nd marched to th* Park Barracks, where both men uM

^r\n7eTuVe°UyX?l tour^ote for" WaXi££ ***
City Railroad. It is

of the Massachusetts First cavalry era to be attach

&««'' division. A list of th* offloers of
battalion hu already been published. The third battel
of the regiment is expected to arrive to day

sas.'asl
ARRIVAL OP THE FIRST BATTALION FIFTH
REGIMENT RHODE ISLAND VOLUNTEERS
The steamer Commonwealth a«ived at this city vaster

day from Providence, R. l., having on board <h. flrsi batT
Ullon of tho Fifth regiment of volunteers from that State*
under the command of Major Job Wright. The batuiim"
which is about four hundred strong, all armed litt?2j
field rifles, is to be attached to th* BurnsldTtxMditioX*

of the battalion .rem follow? _ Mpwllt,oi-

r£.fr'TM^0r'Job Wrl«»t; Adjutant, Charleg H.
Chapman; Quartermaster, Monro rf. Gladdlni Cbaolai»f
bcrt' Patter! B' N°70i (EpUcop*^ > Assistant Surgeon, Al'

^'--Company A, CapUln, Jonathan W-
Wheeler; First Lieutenant. Daniel S. Remington' SeconM
Liouteuant, not appointee/. Company B Canta/n A O

<^mPanF ^.Captain, G. H. Grant- First LleuteSl
p!!!rintaiJlieutenant, J. Moran. Opmpaajt
F-CapUin, Job Arnold; First Lieutenant, not appointwT
Second Lieutenant, J. M. Wlieaton

Tpumtea,

Per

DESTRUCTION OP BRIDGES BY THE REBELS.
Qumct, 111., D«o. 38,1841.

The bridge* over the Febiue and North rivers, on tho
Palmyra Railroad, were set on fire by the rebels last
night and destroyed.
THE CANNONADING NEAR GARDNER'S

BAY.
Grrbxport, Deo. 28,1861.

The heavy cannonading near Gardner's Bay was tbs
subject of a despatch from Stonlngton, and was caused by
General Jamos and others of General McClellanos stafi)
testing the James cannon. The mysterious light was

probably either that from some lighthouse, as seen b^
landsmen, or an ignit fatuut.

WRECK OF THE REVENUE CUTTER HOWELL
COBB.

Bostok, Dec. 38,1861.
The revenue cutter Howell Cobb, from the Lakea via

Quebec, for Boston, went ashore at Lanesvllle, Cape Ana,
last night. The crew were saved, but the vessel la.
total loss.

Flra at Corning, IV. V.
Corniko, Dec. 38,1861.

This morning at three o'clock a fire broke out In tho
laundry ef the Dickinson House, destroying the laundry
aud furniture room of J. Mailory. The laundry was do*
tarhed from the hotel, and was occupied by between ten
and twelve female servants, who sll .ran ipto the street,
leaving their clothes inside. One, Mary Ganly. it ie un*
derstood, on attempting to recover her dlothee, web
burned to death. The total loss amounts to |4,000 Tho
insurance is not known.

Deatb of Judge Lcgrand, of Maryland.
Baltimore. Dec. 28,1861.

John C. Legrand, ex Chief Justice of Maryland, died
this morning.
Goon Nkwh torn thb Lovers or ni Drama.We aro

happy to know that Mr. Wallack is now preparsd to pro.
duce a series of the old comedies in his beautiful near

theatre How anxiously the theatre going portion of tho

community have been await lug this Announcement may
be Imagined when we remember the uniform suc¬

cess end crowded audiences which always attended their

revival atthoold house. The grsudtragic plays of Shak-

.,,eare must always live pre eminent m the estimation

a> d aflbition of the people, aud the same may he said of
the comedies of Sheridan, Coleman, Morton and Holcrofl.

They ere standard works, jtnd so they will remain whilo

represented with the perlectloti of acting and scenic ao-

ce'Bf ries, which we s«o In thorn ot WaDack's, aud at Wal¬
laces only.


