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THE SITUATION.

The. reconnoissance of the pickets, made from
the centre of the Army of the Potomac within the
pest few days, has established the fact that the
pickets of the rebels have been withdrawn two or
three miles back from their former position. The
inference was that the rebel army was going into
winter quarters.

The Court of Inquiry, in the case of Colonel
Miles, charged with being intoxicated at the battle
of Bull run, has honorably acquitted him of the
oharge. The decision is furnished in a report of
Beverdy Johnson and R. 8. Gillett, in which they
declare that the bulk of the evidence produced on
the trial goes to show that the charges are entirely
false. It appears that another' officer, who was
mistaken for Colonel Milcs, was open Lo the charge
of being intogisated on that day; but as no accusa-
Bion has been brought against him, his name is
withheld. It is time that justice ahould be done to
Colonel Miles, aftor the protracted and eften post-
poned investigation to which his case has been
subjected.

The expedition of General Burnside, which s
about to sail from Annapolis, is said to be ready to
start at two hours' notice. It was learned from
some contrabands taken in small canoes off Back
river, in the Chesapeake Bay yesterday, that the
Inbabitanta of Yorktown are in a state of great tre-
pidation, fearing that the destination of General
Burnside's expedition is the York river and that a
grand attack is to be made on Yorktown. It is
Baid that Geoeral Magruder telegraphed to Rich.
mond for permission to destroy Yorktown by fire,
and that he was directed not to do so except in
case of the greatest emergency. Meantime, the
rebels are fortifying both sides of York river.

Rumors were circulated yesterday in Louisville
of a general engagement in Southern Kentucky,
the particulars of which have not been stated in
&ny qoarter on reliable authority. A despatchto |
the Cincinnati Comuiercial from Indianapolis re-
peats the report of a fight in Kentacky, but at |
what point is not stated. Gen. Buell, it is stated
on the same authority, had ordered a regiment of |
fusileers and a regiment of light artillery to Green |
river. The rebel cavalry of Gen. Buckner were said ]
to be within a shors distance of the Union piskets,
near Green River bridge, and an attack by him
upon Colonel McCook, with the expectation of |
destroying the bridge, was considered probable.
In antisipation of such an event, all the Union |
regular troopa were throwu scioss the bridge on
Mondey morning. Of the hattle which has been
reporied to have ocourc! o ['aducah, the partica-
fars wherool were suid to have been suppressed
by telegraph, we have no auth i
In fact, all the intelligence from Kentucky needs
oonfismation so far.

Bince the advance of Gen. Pope's army in Mis
pouri, everything is sald to be quiet. The rebels
are making 0o demonstration. It was rumored that
the people of Arkansas refused to allow the rebel
General Price to enter that State with his army,
except those regularly enlisted. It was said by a
fugitive who was captured and taken to Spring
fleld by the rebels, and made his ecscape from
them, that Price had taken possession of all the
housea in that eity for the use of his soldiers, tarn.
ing all the women and clildren into the streets.
that he had unloaded his wagons and was prepar-
ing for a long stay.

The Toronto Leader, of the 27th Decembor, on
the faith of a statement made by the Halifax,
Nova Bootia, Express, of the ]5th nltimo, repeats
$he ramor to which we bave befors alluded, that
John C. Breckinridge, and Mr. Hunter, of Vir-
ginis, took passage on that day om hoard the
Uanada, from Halifax, to represent the rebel con-
feierncy in place of Mason and Slidell.

By e Asia at Halifax—on her way to New
York—uwl the Etna at this port yesterday, we have
news from Varops to We 424 of December, 1961,
weven days lab 3

England conbinui hor nreparations for war un-
@or the preannrs of & wary ini.nse and general ex-
citement. stimalated 884 1romoreq by the daily
Offasionn of the miisterish vy arigtocratio press.
Troopa were still mustering fo wrvios In Canada
although a8 the HemALD r0pori gy, w_d"_'

L tes
tic infor

| the 2staltimo,
|

that the newspapers are disappointed at the fact
of his not s!luding to the seizure of the Treut, and
fnterpres his silence on the subject unfavorably to
the maintensuce of peace. Indeed, it appedrs as
if the commoccement of & war with the Usited
States was accepted as a foregons conclusion in
Groat Deitaln, aud that her Cabinet will be likely
to underlake hostiliies—for some reason or other—
eitlier in the diMiculty of the Trent or some other
matter. Passengers at Halifux yesterday, from
England, state that even the surrender of Mason
and Slidell will not satisfy her, and that she will
probably object to the sinking of the stoue flect
st Charleston, in order to induce an cxouse for an
attempt to “rectify her American frontier” and
other matters not very agreeable im prospect to
our people.

The London press correspondents in Paris gener-
ally say the belief that hostilities betwcen England

] and Ameriea will not be arreated, had become more
| geoeral in France.

The position which France
would belikely to assume, under such circumstan-
ces, created very great uneasiness in the minds of
the English war party; and with good reason, for
the Opinion Nationale—the organ of Prince Na-
polcon—openly asserts that “‘England is the only
enemy of France,” while the Eevues des Deux
Mindes and other French jowruals, show, in arti-
clea of great force and spirit, that the dearest
“rovolutionary traditions of France' are with the
United States, and that she cannot be so foolish
as to go to war with us in behalf of the only
Power on earth which has reason to ‘‘fear’ our
maritime extension. The Revue adds that Eng-
land only waata to *‘conquer bread” for her mang-
facturing classes.

The Italian press is adverse to Fngland's as-
sumption of supremacy on the ocean, and while
it condemns the action of Captain Wilkes, it in-
clines to a continental adhesion to whatever course
France would take in case of war.

The London Posf of the 1Tth ultimo says that
intelligence reached Kingstown on Saturday
moraing, by the mail steamer, that a large war
steamer, with double funnels, having a gunboat
tender alongside, waa scea last night and early this
morning lying off Holghead. The steamer is the
Caractacus, of 800 tons burden. She belonga to
the North American government, and has been em-
ployed in the Alexandrian trade. She is stated to
have been driven into Holyhead harbor by atress of
weather on Friday. Bhe Kea inside the great
breakwaler, and it is stated that her officers for
sometime refused te let a pilot or any official on
board, no colors being meantime exhibited. A
rumor meantime gained considerable circulation
that she was laden with ammunition. She wag
still lying in Holyhead harhor on Sunday at 3 P. M-
when the mail steamer left, the Stars and Stripes
fging at ey mosthead,

The London Times of the 17th of December re-
ports that the Americans in London belonging to
the Confederate States manifested satisfaction at
the intelligence to-day of the proceedings in Con-
gresa, on the assumption that all prospect of a sur-
render of Mesara, Mason and Slidell, except under
compulsion, has thus been tarminated.

On the other hand the federalists assert that the
action of the House of Representatives, unsupport-
ed by a correspondimg vole of the Senate or by any
declaration of the President or the Cabinet coliee-
tively, is but of sccondary importance, and merely
furnishes another illustration of the subserviency of
that body to the popnlace, Those who take this view
consider that the avoidance of the subject in the
Presidential Message is a far stronger symptom for
good than the other i for evil. They deem that
the President and his advisers had resolved to
wait to hear of the manner in which the affair had

| been met in England and throoghouot Eurepe, and
l that, having thua paused, they will pot be likely

when the acoounts reach them to act with andden
reckirasnoss,

The American shipping at Havre were, it s
#aid, in a state of panic, owing to the presence of
the Nashville at Southampton. The Jowrnal du
Haere states that several of the largest American
vessels in that harbor have purchased rifled ord-

| nance and ammunition, 30 as to be able to repel

an avlack.
MISCELLANEOUS NEWS.
Our Borapean news i« dated to the 22d of De-

| pemhor—seven days Inter,

The Liverpool eotton market was rather dul! on
The stock of American on hand
amonnted to 230,500 balea,  Breadstaffa were dull
| anl atightly lower in Liveepool, Consols closed i

Fondon on the 218t ultimo at 0030 a 907 for
m D:I'!‘\".

Ofe tull repart of the dying moments of Prince
Albert, with scenes which took place in the cham-
berol death, e very affecting. Queen Victoria bore
up under her affliction wonderfally at first, calling
hier ebildren, who were present, around Lierand ad-
dressing thom words of consolation and counsel on
the melancholy oconsion. The conduct of the
Princess Alice tuwards both ber parcut- cited the
ungualified provw of the pressof England; but the
rematks in ihe London Twes indicate that the
bearing of the Prince of Wales has not been so
aatisfuctory. At the latest moment the health of
the Queen was “‘unsatisfactory,” and the Court
had arrived at Oshorne.  Prince Albert will not
be “laid in state,”" nor will he have a * state
faneral.” A Dubiin paper, commenting on his
decense, saye.—* When it is known that one of the
last sugeestions of the Prince Consort was that
gentlencss and forbearance should mark the de-
meanor of England to a kindred penple, soured o
inflamed by the passions of cW war, it will en-
hance the love of the American people for the
Quegn, deepen their sorrow for the loss she has
sustalned, and dull the edge of irrational Lostility
to Eugland."”

The Agerican residents of Parig are earnest and

condolence with the Queen.

In Maly, at Turin, the budget bas been approved
by 232 against 19 votes, The financial statements
of Minister Vaslgi produced a good impression in
Parliament, The defioit for 1861 i put down at
four hundred millions, and for 1562 at three hun.
dred and seventeen millions. The Council of
Prossian Ministera have delermined to eonvoke
the Chagbers on the ldth of January. The
rumors of & ministenial crisis in Berlin are un-
founded.

It bus been decided in London that Parliament is

and other vesscls had already beon Qmatihad,
filled with the most efficiont regiments in v,
ish wervice, to North America.  All the avan.,, \
wesacls fo the British Mediterranean fleet had boe,, |
ordared to nesemble at Cibraltar to proceed, as
was supposed, to the same destination,

Pregident Lincolu's Message to Congress had
bean recoived in England, and elicited & vast
pmouat of attention. Tt is qnite evident, however,

the Anstralasian, Persin, Adriatic, Pany Niggyry l

to assemble on Tuesday, the Mih of January.

A despatch from London, of the 22d ultimo,
mayathe ship Bon Payson, from Charleston, had
wrrived at St. Nasnire.

‘T‘uq steamer Bl Andrew, of e thnﬁ
Glasgow line, has been chartersd by the Brftish

overnmant to sonvey troops to Canada.
he Boaed of Aldernien met lust ovening. The
| “:“;' FOport of the Corporation Counsel was pra-
. i 1.t‘.jm-l one thousand coples ordered to Le
{ PHIDLed. The resolution of the Councilmen, award-

| img 32 seh o tho officers of 1has [j,.,‘r.l_ wa

most siwcere In their expression of sympathy and |

conourred in. A resolution complmentary to the
President of the Board, Mr, Genet, waa offered by
Aldermaa Dayton, to which the President respond-
ed in appropriate terms, and the resolution
mllillll'lm’,’ d r. d R‘-"' 1 I l'im -
the subordinate officers of the Hoard and the re-
porters of the press were also adopted, and the
seasions of 1861 were brought toa close.

The Board of Councilmen were in session over
four hours yesterday; but uearly ull the papers dis-
posed of referred to unimportant matlers. A pe
tition of the Cuptain of the Monigomery Troop for
an appropriation of $5,000 to reimburse them for
mounting and equipping the regiment was reforred
to the Committee on National Affairs. A donation
of $300 wes made to the Inebrinie's Home. A
long list of Commissioners of Decds, whose ap-
pointment was recommended for confirmation, was
concurred in. A committee from the Board of
Aldermen announced that they wers about ad-
jonrning sine die, whereupon the President stated
that the Councilmen had no communication to
make, He inatructed the commitive t¢ tender his
thanks for the uniform courtesy extended to the
Board during the year by the Aldermen. The
Board adjonrned till Thursday, which will be the
last meeting.

Skating was resumed yesterday on the lower
pond of the Central Park, and abont fifteen thou-
sand persona visited the ice during the day. The
ice beeame very soft after the sun had passed the
meridian, and unleas there should have been colder
weather during the night the chances of skating
to-day are poor. However, should it 'not actually
thaw, both ponds of the Park will be thrown open
to the public as a New Year's present. Where the
ice on the npper pond has broken away, through
the effects of the wind, the holes have been fenced
in with barrcls and planks, so as to allow the
sound ice to be used. Shounld the ﬂ'ublio be disap-
pointed in skating, through the softening of the
weather, the Park suthorities will _not deserve
blame, as they have done whal they could to
enable the ice to be used.

In the Court of General Sessions yesterduy
Joseph Georgi, who pleaded guilty a few daya
gince to manslaughter in the second degree, was
gentenced by the Recorder to the State prison for
seven years and six months. Valeutine Coomb
was convicted of an assaull with an intent to do
bedily harm, and sent to the city prizon for thirty
days.

A private despatch received from Washington
atates that General McClollan, on investigating the
specificationa of the charges apainst Brigadier
(ieneral Benham, has ordered the latter's release
from arrest, and he i3 to be ordered at once to
duty, This will be grateful fews to the numerous
friends of this brave officer.

We are under obligations to Wm. Tohin, of tha
Union Goast Guard. ('olonel Wardrop, at Fortresa
Monroe. for late Suuthern newspapers.

The market for beef cattle opened buoysntly
yesterday, at an advance of a quarter of a cent on
all grades, but closed heavy. Pricesranged from
six to ten cents. Milch cowa, veals, calves and
sheep and lambs were steady and unchangad
Swine were artive at three to foor canta for atill
fed. The receipts were as follows:—,839 beeves,
B cows, 204 wvreals, 7,733 sheep and lambs, and
40,488 swine. Our regular report of the market,
published in our weekly edition, will contain the
figures for the entire year, as they have appeared
in our solumns from week to week. We may re-
matk herc that tha receipts of Leef cattle daving
the year bave been enormous, amounting to not
far from 225,000 head.

The cottoa market was frmor yesianday, while the
gales, in lots, erubraced about T00 balea, closing on the
basis of 37¢. a 28c. for middling uplande. The Oour mar
kot was firmer butnot active, and elosed at abont e, and
in mome cnses us much as 10e. por Lot bighar, Whont was
hield ahiove the vicws of buyers, The demand was good
and prices quite firm, with moderato sales, in part for
extort. Corn wae firm: chiefly sold at 88e. in stors aml
afloat, for <hipping lots Weatern mixel.” Pork washoavy,
while sales of 700 bbla. were mule, in lots, at@lla
$12 60 for old and new mess, and at $9 a $9 50 for new,
and prime me=s at §13 25 a §13 75, Indis mes= anld at $21.
Sugnrs were frm, with sales of 200 8 200 hhas, The
stock of sugars on hand is 36,683 hhds., sgainst ] 638
al the sama timo last year. Coffeo was quiet but firm:
the stock embraced 44 017 bags of Re.  Totatof all Kinds
on hand, TE,C00 bags. Freights were ateady, with mods
rata engagemenia.
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The Sinking Cause of Jefl. Davis and Ilis
Southern Confederacy.

The independent cotton oonfederacy of Jeff.
Davis has seen ils best days. Under the in-
creasing pressure of our flecis and armies, it is
reduced to the condition of a city meested by
an overwhelming force and cut off from its aup-
plies. Growing up. as in a single night, inton
Inxuriant developement, like Jonah's gourd, it
is wilting as rapidly away. From evesy quar-
ter of the South, in every vaviety of mhanifesta-
tion, the fucts and the evidence are daily accu-
mulating npon our bands that nothing bul the
intervenson of England or France can prevent
this overatrained and exhansied rebeldon from
collapsing within Mr. Seward’s limitation of
ninety dass, like the Great Sonuth Sea Bubble or
any other andacions hut shallow imposiure.

In the inieresting slatements which we puh-
lished yesterduy from two Unlon refugees who
bad run the gauntlet of the Davis de-polism
from "l'_ax:\s_# ludiana, there are Some very
Eiggestive disclosnres,  Thos it appears oir
“blockade is depriving the prople (of the re-
volled States) of many of the necessaries of
| [#:" that “their enrrency is in the most wrelch-
o4 condition, and is daily growing worse, while
the sugar and cotton planters have already
morigaged their plantations. n order Lo raise
means of subsistence for their familics and
slaves:” that “goid and silver (down the Mis-
gissippi) have almost entirely disappeared, the
former heing at thirty-five per cent premium,
and the latier not to be had at any price ;7 that
“many of the most intelligent and influential of
the sugar and cotton planters frankly acknow-
ledge that their ruin is aealed, inlees the block-
ade is raised; and of (hat they are beginning to
loze all hope:" and (hat “ already in the city of
New Orleans alarge and formidable organiza-
tion of Union men exists, which is ripe for in-

‘pect” of an independent

surrection when they are satisfied that a federal |

army is in a position to sustain them.”

We are entirely satisfied of the troth of all |

these statements, and ars as well convineed that
they afford but & faiol conceplion of the
wrelchedness, destitution, confusion and despe-
ration which prevail throughout all the Stutes
groaning under the iron heel of this rebellion.
We give to-day some confirmatory extracts from

rible panic throughout the South; that Fernan-
dina, Brunswick, Savannah, and other places on
the Southern scncousi, are in great dasger of
sharing the fate of Cape fiatteras, Port Royal
and Ship Island; and thal, in short, “the pros-
Southern Utopia
within any reasonable period of lime is exceed-
ingly gloomy.

But ihe third article, that on “Government
Spaculation,” from our doleful New Orleans
conlemporary, we are gratified to say, reveals
the fact that all the swindling jobs of govern-
ment officials, contractors, hucksters, sharpers
and rogues are not confined to the public ser-
viee of the United States. Judah P. Benjamin,
the head of the rebel Department of Justice
at Richmond, has st least one subordinate who
deals out “justice” by first extorting silver from
the people, and then selling it at fourteen per
cent premium; and this, we are told, ia in “per-
fect keeping with the extraordinary conduct
still pursued by the Post Office Department.”
“Jndeed,” says our indignant New Orleans edi-
tor, still harping on the Richmond rebel junts,
¢it is no exaggeration to say that Buchansnism
isin full and magnificent developement, the
machinery to conduot it is perfoct, a complete
eapionage over the telegraph, the exercise of
unregulated and unrestrained power over the
export trade of tho country, the unlimited and
arbitrary control of logal machinery, by which
the property of one citizen is illegally and des-
potically taken from him without adequate
compensation, while that of another is paid for
at enormous prices, and the most profligate
abusc of authority generally in every depari-
ment is the rule.”

This testimony is from a New Orleans editor,
and we take it directly from his own columns.
There con be no doubt that be is telling the
truth; and, though we are sure that he does not
tell (he whole truth, he tells enongh to show
thut Jeff. Davis, with his Southern confederate
despotism, is fast becoming a public nuisance
in the estimation of bLis victims. But, it may
be uskedl, if there is such an intolerable despot-
ism existing in the revolted States, how
is it that this New Orleans editor is per-
mitted to speak so fireely? The answer
is given in our preceding information
thalt there is a large and formidable Union
league existing in New Orleans, ‘ripe for insur-
rection,” and that it is only awaiting the appear.
ance of afederal invading force to break out into
open revolt. Qur New Orleans editor has the
leagne at his back, and Davis and his tools are
aware of it.

New Orleans, it will also be borne in miad,
is the financial centre and conimercial metropo-
lis of our rebellious Confederate Stales; so that
with its restoration to the Union, through the as-
sistanee of its “formidable Union organization,”
we may expect a grand succession of such erca-
pades, from New Orleans around to Richmond,
and thence through the interior to Nashville, ut-
terly breaking up the Davis despotism, root and
branch. Let England and France exercise their
palience and philosophy a month longer, and two
things" will be made manifest to them -first,
that the Southern eolton nationality of Davis
and his confederates is an exploded bubble ;
second, that the government of the United
States is a fixed and endusming reality among
the great Powers of the earth.

The Fallowes of the Year—ilow the South
Ias Carricdon Waratl the Eapense of
the North.

We publish on anather page the important
statistion] statoment of the Mercantile Agency
of Dun & Co,, of thLis city, giving the aggregales
of the failures in the different States of the
North during the last year, and of the Stales of
the South up to the 1st of May, together with
the liabilities, in the chief citiea of the Union.
These tables are highly inleresting and insirue-
tive. One of the most remarkable and curious
features which they exhibit is the comparizon
between the facts and figures of the failures of
1857 and 1801,  In 1857, in the Northern States,
there wers 4,257 failures, amounting to
$265,818,000: in the past year the failures were
5,985 in the Northern States, being an excess of
1.678 over those of the year 1057, while the
liabilities are only $178,632,170, being a dimi-
nition of $87,185,810 on those of 1857. The
reason why the aggregate liabilities in money ia
less, though the number of failures is so much
groater, is that the amount of business done
was much smaller in the past year. the importa-
tions being greatly diminished on account of
the war, the disposition of every seller and
every buyer being to teke in =ail in view of the
storm: while, on the other hand, the number of
fuilures is Increaved on account of the terrible
politieal convulsion through which the country
I8 possing, destroylng or impairing a great
many brapches of l.,g_-_i.w In 1857 the larger
P.‘i““ banking. impofting and commission
houses ware the heaviest sufferers.  In 1861, on
the contrary, the jobbing houses have been the
chief losers,

The commercial crisis of 1857 was
cansed by overtrading, and was  artificial
in its nature, There was no necessity for it
had prudence prevailed. The commercial erisis
of 1861 arose from political events, butl for-
tunately came upon the country at a time when
it was well prepared for it. Never was the
trade of the United Htates in 8o healthy a con-
dition. Woere it not for that the commercial
disasters would have boen far more extensive,
If the demon of discord had not divided the
country and produced n civil war. there never
was siich prosperity as there wonld have been
during the last year, owimg to the short crops
in Europe. the abundant crops here. and
the consequent excessive exporta of  hread-
stuffs. At an early period of our domes-
tie troubles it will be recollected Ly all our

| renders that we earnestly advised them to con.

the editorial columns of a stray copy of the |
New Orleans Tyue Dalta which has fallen into |

our possession. The first of these extracts is
u leading article of that paper on the late mes-
snge of Jefl, Davis to bis Confederate Congress
at Richmond. The editor does not believe that
the peculinr logic of Davis will convince Fng-
Tand or Fravce of the ineficiency of ral
blockade, or bring either of those Powers to
lis nssistance, bAL argues that Eunropean ns-
tions are not (o be gnined to the rebel cause by
fonlishly refusing them any cotton except
through Confederate poria.  In the next article
of our New Orleans philosopher, on “The Pros-
pect,” e thinks that praying and fusting are
not equal to the duty of coping with Enfleld
riftes and riflod cannon, for that Providence
often lakes the side of thetheaviest artillery;
that our “formidable fleets’ Lave created & Lor

tract their expenses. Tlhe saving produced in
this way is estimated hy Dun & Co. at $100 per
fumily, amounting in the aggregate to $400,000,.
000. This will go a considerable way in de-
fraying the expenses of the war.

It is worthy of remark that of the total fail-
ures at the North, numbering 4,257, to New
York eity and Brooklyn belong 915-~more than
one-Mth of the whole; while of the whole lia-
bilitigs, amounting to $165.618,000, more than
balf —namely, $145,129 000-<must be anzigned
to New York and it« suburb over the Kasi
river—showing the vast amonat of business
transacted in the great lmpire City of the
Union. In Boslon the failuies numbered only
254, and amounted in money to $41.000,000, In
Philadelphin the failures were 280, but the
amount of money was still less-than in Boston,
namely, $32,064,000. It isin vain for Phila-
delphin or Boston to think of coping with New
Vork in business.

In the South:-n States the failures have far oy,
nmoded thoee 1n (he North in proportion. In

1857 thognumber wes o708, with an Tudebled- | abont suchan unimportant aa'r as & mayoralty

neas of $25,952,000, while the parlial returns
or the year 1861 reveal 1,058 failures, with lis-
bilitios amouanting to $28,878,257, although the
returns from the revolted States embrace re-
turns only for four months, when the fuoilities
of communication were cut off. This excess of
failurcs arises from Lhe fact that mang of ihem
wore voluntary, and for the purpose of evading
obligations to the North. Subscquent State ac-
tion annulled all Northern claima. To New
York ity the South owes $159,500,000; to Ihila-
delphia, $24,600,000; to Boslon, $7,600,000;

to Ballimore, $19,600,000. The entire
indebtedness to these four cilies is
$211,000,000, and it is estimated that

there is about ninety millions more
due Lo the rest of the loyal cities and the States
of the North, making a total of three bLundred
millions, of which more than one-half is due
to the city of New York. In dry goods alone
New York lost seventy-five millions by the-de-
falcations of the South,

It is thus evident that the South has been
fighting us of the Northern States with our owa
money during the last year. The three hun-
dred millions due to us have been employed in
breaking up the Union. The Southern rebels
bave used our capital against eurselves. With-
out it and the arms and ammunition of *which
thay%l:‘ndsmd us they could have done nothing-
Now fhat our capital in their handd®is exbaust-
ed, the sinews of war will seon fail them, and
the rebellion will die of sheer exhaustion.

The Prophet Russcll Upon American In-
. - stitations.

8till remaining in a country whose inlegrity
be opposes, whose institutions be slanders, whose
policy he misrepresents, and whose hoapitality
he abuses, Mr. L.L. D. Russell continues to
write silly letters upon American affairs to the
London Times. Having lost here what little
reputation he had a3 a correspondent, he
now seems anxious to convince those who
read his letters that he is a prophet. The num-
ber of such phrases as “I told you so before,”
and “as I formerly predicted,”” aud “as I said it
would be,” and “as I told you months ago.”
contained ia his letters, would bafe the Light-
ning Calculalor to compute.

That Mr. Russell brought extraordiaary pow-
ers to his propbetic work no one can doubt.
He had been in this couniry but a very short
time before we discovered that he reported oe-
currences upon the clairvoyant principle, and
that it was not at all necessary for him to be
presen® in order to accuralely deseribe any in-
cldent or oceurrence. His description of the
battle of Lull run, for instance, and of the
panic that ensued, was a maslerly piece
of workmanship. It was impossible for
ordinary  people to  undersiand  how
Mr. Russell could describe so vividly things
which he never saw, and, indeed, things which
never actually oceurned. He was not upon the
battle fleld, and yot lie confidently asserted that
no batleries were charged by the federsl troops.
It is true that all the official reports give the
lie direct to Mr. Russell's statements; but, then,
what is the veracity of an efficial report com-
pared to that of a T¥mes correspondent! Mr.
[tussell was nowhere near the baltle field, and
yet he saw Capt. Meagher play the coward. It
is brue that all of the officers of the Sixty-nimth
and all other persons who were witnesses of
the contest apree that Copl. Meagher fought
like a hero; but then Meagher is only an Irigh-
man, and Russell is that fusus naturee, an Irish
toiy. After the battle Mr. Russell wrote that
he encouraged, animated and talked with the
flying soldiers, ltis true that a gentleman who
was with Mr. Russell during the ride to Wash-
inglon contradiets these asserflons, and says
that Russell did nothing but spur up his horse
and beal a basty retreat; but is Russell's word
to be doubted upon such evidence? Certainly
not. Russell is a medium, asd sees things by
clanirvoyance, It is not necessary for him to
see a battle in order to know all about it, or to
be préent with men in order to converse with
them.

With such powers il i singular that the
prophet Russell has nol sueceeded very well in
his predictions. Our readers will remember
that when he frst came to this country be
grasped the whole question with that facility of
observation and readiness of deduction peculiar
to his genius, and immediately informed us thay
the Union would be peaceably dissolved, be-
cause our merchants were apathetic, and pre-
ferred eating  strawberrids and cream to fighi-
ing the rebels. We nll know hifw compleiely
that prophecy has been fulfilled. 1t must be a
source of gratification to the eminent British
seer to review that teethful prediction. A
Wooster stovat “seventh son of a seventh son,”
of the tribe to which Mr. Ruscell aspires to be-
long, would curse his unlucky stars, and either
commil auicide or change his place of business
forthwith, if’ he had made sugh a flasco and it
were found out. But Riwell is no ordinary
goothsayer. Buch failures do not in the least
Giapitit him. His “self-conscionsness,” as Oakey
Hall calls Masaa (Greeley s vanity, is altogether
too greal to admit of a defent, He picks his
prophetical fint and {ries again.

T'his time he prediets o Northern civil war
hecause remont was not presented with a real
sword for nothing.  Evidently he imagines thut
the Pathfinder intends o burke Hopest Old
Abe, transfix the Cabinet like pigeons on a
skewer, and seize the government,  Conselous-
however, that he is unprophetically behind the
age, and that he has read in the Hegarn that the

sbolition conspiracy s unpopular, apd
only  exhibits itselll in  certain non-
combative ways, peculiar o the  ex-

citablae Greeley aml the virnlent Phillips,
Mr. Russell shifta his grovod and holsters
up his prediction of a Norvtbern civil war by
the excessively subitle and absiruse argunients
that the leading New York dailies are discuss-
ing their relative girenlation, and that Now
York city hus elected a new Mayor. There-
fore, suys the ormentar Hussell, of conrse we
whall huyve a Northern elvil war. Common

semse people do not sce the deduction, and
think the argument ralher obaeure,  But, then,
ix not obeenrity & prophetic qualityt Why, for
thonsunds of years the world has been puzzling
sl over some of the Biblienl prodiotions, and
can yel make nothing out of them. Regarding |
Ruseell, a wo do, as not only the equal, but the |
superior, of such fellows as Jeremiah and Hosea,
we dely any one to find any meaning in his ut.

terances in any less timo than twice ns mony |*

thousand years. To be oracular one must be
obsenre.  What is the use of being a prophet if
overy onw can understand your reasons for
your pradictions?

Nor is.the objection less trivial that the rea-
wona contradict the propheey ; for if the papoers
have no greater matter thun their eirenlation to
discuss, and if the people ean become so exeited

eleation, then, certainly, theve can be no great
conspiracy brewing. Dul is it not the privilege
of & prophet to contradict himsell, if he likes ’
All religions have contradictory dogmas; and
are we, therefore, Lo be without any religion t
Ah, no; Mr. ussell seems to wrile trash; Lut he
knows more about Lhis country, ils paople and
jnstitutions than even Lord Lyons, who axpounds
our constitution forus, or the London Times,
which informs us that we pecsecute Biilish resi-
dents and drive them out of the couutry. Whea
he sees conspiracy breeding in a uewspaper
discussion wbonut cirenlation, sud olvil war preg-
nant in a charter election, we inlks who have
not the gift of doulde vue had bettel Ly sileay
and look out for squalls.

We have not the slightest doubt that Rus.
sell's predictions of a Northern civil war wily
prove as true as his assertions that the North
would never fight ; that the Union oan nover be
res'ored, and that the people would resist the
surrender of Mason asd Slidell. It is with un-
feigned sorrow we notice that several of our con-
temporaries write Russell down an ass, and that
people generally regret that the threatened war
with England did not at least result in the ejec-
tion or suspension of Russell, Russell does
lie; villify, slander, abuse, misrepreseat, traduce
the North and support the-rebels, it is true ; but
then he is a propbet and an Irieh Englishmsa,
and ought to have a little license, if it be only
o license to leave.

Later vrou Enoranp—Tue Loxpon Jorrnara
oN TaE Prxsment's Messaos.—The advices re-
ceived by the Asin snd Etna, althouph sevea
days later, are of but little importance, their
chief interest consisting in the comments of
the Eaglish press on President Lincoln's Mes-
sage, and in the details of Prince Alberi's last
momeants, with speculations on the political of-
fect of his death. The London Thnes quarrels
with the Message because it is non-committal on
the affair of the Trent, on the emancipation ques-
tion, on the financial schemes of the government,
and on several other matters which it would be
useful for that journal to know the Prosident's
sentiments upon, ia order that it might base
upon them further atlacks upon him and his
aduinistration, and ed to the exasperated
state of foeling which it has boen the chief in-
strument in creating agalnst this country. In-
stead of attacking the Message for its reserve,
it seems to us that our contemporary should ]

have accorded it praise for a quality which
brings it 8o mnear lo the standard of royal
speeches, the great merit of which, according
to Buropean ideas, is their skilful evasion ef
everything which it is interesting for people to
know. The Morning Post, Lord Pnlmgntqg_'a
organ, exhibils its usual ignorance of the oon”
stitution of the public mind in this country by |
founding en the vote of thanks passed by thn]
House of Represeatatives to Captain Wilkes
the'anticipation that the demands of Englaad itf
the case of the Trent would raise a tremendous
storm here. The utter indifference with whick
these worthies will be returned to the protec-
tion of the Union Jack will, we imagine, ea-
lighten the Post, and the English press gene-
rally, as (o the absurdity of their again attempt.
ing to base political caloulalions on the as-
sumed analogy between British and Americna
ideas. The manner in which she decision of the
administration in tlds affait has been arrived st
and received by our people ought to be sufll-
cient to convinca them that our government is
as little under the dominion of what they call
mob influences a3 that of any Europeaa nation

The Queen's Mossenger 1o Washington.
CAPTAIN C. C. SEYMOUR AT THE EVERECT LOUSK--H18
DEPARTURE FOR ENULAND BN THE CUNARD MAIL

BTEAMER AMERICA, ETC.

Captain C. C. Seymour, who was tho spocial measenger
of Queen Victoria, with despatches from the Faghah gov.
ernmant Lo Tord Lyons, the British Ministor ia Washiog-
ton, arrived at the Everett House on Monday, and will
sail for Burope in the Gunard mail stcamer America o-
day, earrying with him despatthes from Lord [yons (o
the Engilab government.

Those despatches will no doubl consist of tha torma
agreed upon by the United Statesand the Britiah Ministor
al Washington in regard to Mason and Slidell, tho rebdi
eommissioners (rom the Soulh for England, and a full
report of Lhe correspondence on that subjecl, aa It
appeared in the European edition of the Huiaun.

The Amarics consequently will sustain uo delay io bee
rogular hourof departure, as she anchored in the rad yos-
terday svening for that special purpose, and her passcogers
will Lo convayed ina boat from the Cunard do 'k in Jerecy
City. She leaves at an early hour, and the next arrival
at (his port will ba the Asia, which reached Halifax yes-
terday. Tho Mason and Siidell affair, with the decisios
of the gniernment of the United States, and the corres.
poniencs betweaen our goverument and Engleod, will oe
renit woth more than ordioary interest (o Lo other coun
try from our columnz. Therelors the ariivel of -this
steamer will ba anxionsly looked for at the other aide of
tha Atlantic by parties of all glasses, crosds and politiond
opimions; aod tha ool osone upou which dhe prescal
anical’s arrangements have been secured witl no doubt
meel withihe hearty coneurrenss and approbation of our
Fig sk (riends. Thoy must, of thomssives, eonvines

aven the most skeptionl that, in the part w! 1iajt
Stuben luas takou , 419 Ll acted & mokk nraisTe,e
laudibly 1% The which cannot fail to meot with the

appreciation of all the great l'owors.

Movements of ﬂe-;nl Seolt.

General Scott boa remaited im strict coclusion In bhis
apartmants ot the Brovoort Mouse sines lils return from
,‘u‘rupe, His l'u-auhllu been much beoefilted by the
iy agn 807084 Lhe Atlantic, and the old hero is now in
the snoyment of good health and fne spirits. Ho dost
not [ntend leaving this oity for Washington for some tim!
tocome. Sineo s return a large oumbor of distin
gushed wnd influential citizens have callsd upon him =
the Rrovoort Homso,  Among those who called yestorday
wluro fHon, Henry Wilkon, of Massachusetis ; Rov. De
Potis, and Luther Bradish, By,

News from General Siekles' Brigade.

Ths following copy of an offlcial dogument explaim
il —

Cuptain John T. Broce, Assistant Adjutast Goneral o
the Wneeledor Arigada, has jeavo of abssuce for len days,
o wisil New York oo argeol private business.

1. K, SICKILES, Brig. Gon. Com,

Cawr Rranronn, Dee, 21, 15843,

tiranind for ton days, wich !mlm-h. to for ag
axtenmion. JOSKI'H HOOKER, Gon. of Div.

Cnptain Libenaa, formerky appointed Assistant Adju
inat General, did not report (0 General Sickles, but et
beent tranater red Lo wnother command,

Ramsum'sn Muswon —To day, in order 1o grasily 1w
crowds wiiali, on the frst of the yoar, alwaye throng tu
Wosarim , the new fuiry spoctacie of ¢ OUndina’” will be re,
prassnial naarly every bovr, beginning at haif-past ten &
M. We parosive that the last bulletin of the health &
the whale gives ratlier an unfavorable account of b
eundition  Thoss who havs not as yol seon (his inter
eating monseerr Wad Letter be quick about 1, 08, from sl
weeounts, e j« lkely paon Lo shulle off his mortsl goil. "

PRak Fasiy or Heet Risvens —This altervoon sl
avoning tha DBell Ringers give their interesting pers
formances.  The day performanee baginn st bwe o'k,
ol the evening comimences 8L the ustal bour.

Wimto's Oanoey, —Hacrmann will give e ososl prosil
Nigitatorial porformance b0 night ol this howse.

A Maw Cosgr —A ieloscopic comet wan dissovard by
Me. fornce P Tuttie, st the Haoverd Col Ohssrvne
tory , early on Suniday morning, near the bright st Tata
Virginnis,  Mr. Boad sends the follow ing sovount « (e
comet to the Poston Adeerfiser —

A eomet wan dincovaced this morniog at theee oslonk,
hy Me. Hopace 1. Tattle, in the consteilation Vies:, Ia
poaition was nd follows —Right ascension, L. Lam.;
daclination, & dogw. senth

On the precediug evouing the gront comet wifoh ap-
penrad G Joly Tast wiw U oanily aomn with bie grost
tolmmeops.  lue dlelance (rom the cartl was sl o throe
Bendved maillions of miles,  Tha poriofical §omet of
Frcka wis Also plainly visiie W the paked ay=

a. I gnoyo.

Ovnsnyarony or Hanvano Coviuas, Dec. 30, 1,

.



