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The Cunard steamship Asis, Captain Lott, from Liver-
Pool the 21st, and Quesnstown the 32d of December, 1861,
arrived at this port, from Hallfax, at zoon yesterday.

Our advices by the Asia have been anticipated by her
telagraphic report from Halifax, published in the Hemain
on the 1st of January.

Our European flles, which are dated to the 21st ult.,
with the letters of our correspondents in Paris and St.
Pelarsburg, contain some very interesting and important
details of the news.

The London Post of the 20th of Decembar says:—

M. Carlos Gutierrex, Minister Plenipntentiary of Hondu-
rag, and Mr. James L. Hart, Consal for the republics of

and Balvudor, calied on Wednssday st Bucking-
Palace tv make inquiry after the health of her Ma-
Jeaty the Quesn.

The Malta correspondent of the London Posl, writing
an the 18th of Decembor , says:—

The Ioeal ovent of the weok is tle fact of Chevaller Cap-
tain Vind, commanding the Italian (rigate Mozambano, in
Lis pors, watching Bourbon expeditions, haviung brol
tw hoad of & M. Debono, the editor of a low reactionist
paper called the Guerriero dlﬂnlmﬂ(m up by foreign.
ery), for & very insulting article ebuug*dlractul against
bimaself and Soverelgn. Tle editor richly deserved chaa-
Sisemont; but, of course, the law cannot permit its func-
tions to Be invaded, and the Captain was condemned to
thres months’ imprisonment. It'is te be that the
@ will g part of tarm into
Sorey 10 say; Lt the palico eBCOUPRgE 156 Bourbon or o

encou ° -
githmist ¥ haere. s ok

Our Paris Correspondence.
Parm, Deo. 20, 1661.
Prince Napoleon's Opinion of an Anti- American Alllance

With England—The Cotton Men Foiled in Their Schemes

ond Obeying Her Natural Impulses, die.

The following article, which I translale for you,ap-
peared in the Opinion Nationale—the orgsn and part
property of Prinve Napoleon—yesterdiy. It [s signed by
ihe principal ealtor, M. Gueroult, snd undoubtedly ex-
pressns the opi of Prinee Napoleon, as it does those
of the large majority of the Fremch people, in relativn to
ibelr loving ally, Fogland; and the fact that such sn

1o is permitted to be published in 8o influential &
journal as the Opinion without brioging a “‘warning'
npon it, docs nol speak very highly for the cordiality of
the alliance itself. These noble expressions of sympathy
from France will be read with interest in America fusl
ow—

ANGLO- AMENICAN CONPLICT—TUE MORAL SUFTORT op

< PRANCE, ETC,
[From the Opinion Nationals of Dec, 19.)
it was first believed that the arrest of the
re_might produce dilficulties of &
serious Dature belween d and America, the great
wajority of the French journals seemed to understand
that ¥ senis shou & graver d strality
would be for France the ouly true position.

Afew journals, however, departing from the genaral

watiment, and considering themsoives inapired exclu-
the interest of our eotton manufactures, spoke
un-

fal them
Wnlerest of FPrance, and afler some \ MOre
ey dixsembind mwﬁun-m e

curve

sl thas programme of neutrality which was the frst in-
“stinctive ery of surprised opinion.

Bus such & st was 109 8 , too roast to

Bt 1L is repcated some daye afterward, it returns to

the English dw-uh,ud the Freuch journals,

h receive or w;:rly did receive confideuces,

affirm that Franoe, without iy oo her ney,

ey, sustaias Sagund 4 LE8 Bor i o oo

t
'.;b- first result of that moral support would bo the re.
moguitiou of tho legitimacy of Eugland ‘s griefs; the second,
the recognition of the Southern States and the moral in-
mitation of slavery . the third might pehaps be W engege
wl actively in the »l and to cause & rupture boiween
Frince and the United States.
As o the legitimacy of the griefs of England
R should be obeerved that, according to the principles
seltled In the Cougress of Parie, * the veutral covers
the eucmy's » With the excepiion of comiraband of
war.'! Now the queation whether two diplomatic agenta
to Burope (o raise up adversa:ios against ono of the
ligerents, carrying hostile despatehes and neo i panied
by A colonel, are as formidable as bullets and powder,
and comtitute what s called “eontraband of war''—ihe
question is ut (east opeti to argument.  Lat England, who
seeks war, waiting meroly for a pretext, golve the pro.
Blem, if she wiil, In twenty-four hours, Bul we, what
strange precipitation, wh t feverishness to i in that
which doess mot concern us; whal iutereet, in short,
ean compel us Lo tuke s part and proffer advico whiok no
o has anked®
Hod France decldod In the outset to assame thisnitl
gude of moral hostility toward the Northorn Siates of
F Amerion, Eho would not bave stopped thers, She
would not bave doue this withous e arriere penres of
recoghizing the =outhern confederacy as #oon as England
Bad raimed tho blockede. We know that the intergsts of
onr colton spinners s sl up a8 & jumilieation of thia
menire; but we have aliealy remaried that it (8 not ne.
e Ary Lo rocognise the South to obtaln eotton; that If
tho Bouthern ports are epened thay will be opened fur all
the world; and that It s perfoctly useless for us to com-
| promise ouralves Lowards Lhe Norih in erder to ar.
y Tveata reault squally ui:lnd o all the patlons of the
eirth. Lot naadd that the recognition of the South s
the ilon of slavery, and sbat i & sad role for
us W play. Although the uolsy philantiropy of
England  haf  eolemnly apostatized ot the feet,
of King Cotton, thin doen not much lum OF annoy us,
Put that Frunee—without pretext, wi oxouss, and
- without obyect—aliould constitute borsell in this sad
ceremoany Lha traie bearer of Kngland, it ls this which
affietn and profoundly humilintes un. Resides, why sbould
wo throw ourselves into this civil war? Can it bo
answared in view of the incredible intensity which popu.
lar lon bas attaloed on the other side of the Allantie
that war will bo the result of such an Intervention?
We scoouradverparies bridiing up, and haughtily de-
cluring that Franeo does not fenr war, As for us, we
y  fraokiy coufors that we are oot w0 jotrepld, We should
dread prodigionsly a uecless, Inexcusable war, which
wonld be a reaudal 1o good sense and the overturniog
of ihe most elemontary ideas of our natienal policy, Let
+ us figuro lo ourselveas gmco marching gaily to the aid of
Eogiaud In the destruction of the only marine in the
world which can oet as & eounterpoise against the noval
superiority of Englasd, Tlifs would be a monstrous ab-
rdily, A breason againat the traditional policy of France,
pia Philippe, who has hecn, with justice, acensed of
woaknees, wonld bover have doue anything to be ¢ m.
'ﬂdhl{ﬂl. Bat it s said we have oot reached that

point, T4 i truo we have not yei, hut woace vergiug
tewnrd It. If tendoncios which are Indicated {0 us aro
irue, we are vMciug curselyes on the slope. Can wo
nol  easily slide (o the bottomy We must say
that much a polley would not mueh & bl

Ministors had o hard time of it The P
cullar  character of Lord Melbourne rendering
himm almost the only man o Foglamd  who

tegwire conduct of the Pmporor, when, afler
the " tukiing  of Sebastopol, eoutent with haviag
done justice he concinded a apd relused to
lend his aid o England, -f; was impaticut to
&a to Croostadt and burn what was left of (he
usaian  navy, Thie remembremce rhould reassire
ug nnd should not permit us 1o bellovo that s povercign
50 mﬂj-;mm, 0 garalil of the great interests of France,
will allow himsolf to bo smbroed in a policy fraught
with danger, und in which the most which we could hope
for would be Lo avold ' 1 false steps which might easily

prove
Benldes, why should we i our rea!l thoug
why hide the bottom of our heart? France has but one
enrmy in the world—that enomy is England, No; wa
y It ia the ari y of England. The English
nristooracy, for twenty-five years, subsidized Enrope
m:‘l‘ml tll‘u. it twlnhddl.t;:hmﬂlllm under the walls of
. caused the of Napolean at St. Helena,
From 1814 to 1848 it has borne with its entire welight upon
Europe and on France. It was Lord Palmeraton—aguin
Prime Minister of England—who, in 1840, made Lonis
Philippe bow his head to the ground, and cauged the binod
to rige 1o tho forehead of every Vrenchman. 1t s the
nristooracy of England which, jealous of our success in
the Crimes, has never ceasod aince then to raiss obstacles
Againet our policy everywhere—in Italy, in Syria, on the
Danube and in Constantinople, And now it is aslked that
we shall come 10 her ald to destroy the American marine,
Buch an act wonld be a proof of imbecllity, Ia it neces-
sary for ug to recall the fact that the English vesse's of
war now steering toward America,and to which It is
asked that we should unite ours, wore constricled to nct
against us? Her volunteera, raited and drilled at enor-
mous expense ; ber foriiflcations, mountod everywhere
upon the coast of England—it is not at all againit Ame-
rici—it in inst Franco that they have bean propared,
If England i e po veady for war, i ds thanks to her defl-
apee and vindiclive Ratred of Prance. For the love of peace—
for humanity's sake—wa do not desire 1o profit by the
embarrasement of Fngland to assail her hut for God’s sake
do not let us be asked to aid her against our maturcl allies.,
All France would rouse with indignation af such o thought.

M

Paris, Dec. 18, 1861,
Canvass of Gemeral Scoit's Jowrney and Misvion Home—

What France Hopes From a War Between England and

America—The Cost of the Struggle— Churlow Weed's Lt

ter—Coming Recogwilion of the Rebels by Napoleoi—

Prince Napoleon as a Friend of the Unicn—The Naval

FPreparations of the Empire, de.

The sudden departure of Goneral Beott hus given rise
1o many rumors, all more or less unfounded.

Tho English papers saw in his abropt departure the av)-
dence of some mission from this government; the Patrie
also took this view of the case, and asscried it had good
cauee to do so. The result has been a dental of any such
| mission on the pact of the Tuileries Cubinet, bath In the
Moniteur, ofMcial, and Comfiluiionnel, seml-ofiicial. We
thus forcibly came to the conclusion that General Scots
bad no mission or that the French governinent i decelv-
ing the English Cabinet, Ibelieve the trno state of the-
case |s, Gemerul Scolt saw that England, backed up by
France ju advice if not niaterial aid, was determined to
strike a blow at the United States, and that the gallant
veteran determined he would return to hie pative land
and glve to her the aid of his experiénce.

Itis evident, from the tone of the Paris press, that
France wishes to see England engaged in a deadly con-
flict with the North; for Louis Napoleon well app: t
that, once the struggle begun, Eogland will ind she bas
ongaged a terrible adversary—one that will give her full
occupation, and will forover weaken and cripple her re-

Ho foresoes that Ireland will take the occasion
to rige against her dastardly persecutors, and that even
Iodis may smell the battle afar off, and oogs more rebel
agaiust her Lyrants. He fully underatands that whilo en-
gaged in such a struggle her might and influsnce in Fn-
rope will wane, and that Franee, at the heod of the neu-
tral navies, and with her own powerful Heeta, will be
mistress of the situation here. She will rule as she
plenses, cut end carve nationalities accordiog to ner own
idens, #o that when England gets breathiug time, should
she ever be no fortunate, she will find navght but faits
accompli which she will not dare interfere with.

France wili ulso profit in & commorcial polot of view; in
fact, in all ways, will she rejoice and profit when the two
great Anglo-Saxon races are decimating oach other. There
are, thank Gud , some Englishmen ot go ineonsistest in
prejudice snd batred of the United States ag not to under-
stand that Franoce will surely tnke advantage of the com-
iug struggle for bher own purposes, and there are also
some Foglishmen o high mindod as to scorn the un”
scemly hasts, the cowardly brutality of the Palmerston
Cabinet, which glories in the idea that it may force (L9
Americans into war, while they aro elready sngaged in a
civil strife that the world shonld deplore, mud that when
exhaunted by the unequal contest they will make
the Amerlcaua pay the costs of the war., To
what greater length «an  despleable meanness
rench?  what can  more readily betray the
dustardly senliments that animale the FEaglish Cabinet,
or prove more conclusively tho injustive of their cause
and the unwilllugness of the people o go to war! This
assurance of & forced repayment of expeoses is made to
drown the itivn of the ,who will refuse to

pay the war rate,

l' must eall your attention to the fagt that the Patrie
has gone so (& o it2 inlmical course towards the United
Siates &% Lo bring upon it the denials and eontradictions
of the Euglish jooroals; they no doubt wizh that some
one wouid save | rom such a friend. The Falrie an-
noanced that all ¢ wirg of Europe, includiog Franco,
had signified to d their approval of her pressut
course of aclion, ¥ of Europe have
ot made any suggesiions to Englaud, or  lu an
way lrgmfl_!d ;rr coaduct, F| :F 0
while utterly failin eatablish s slogie point id fis (.
vor. Docidedly it mﬂm;% to write nothing, and
Mr. Weed must ha [ o3 nt_ﬂ duly Asan
Amarican citizen when he acknowledges thal thd offigers
of the San Jacinto were in the wrong. T.r: Coin-
missioncrs make no such blunders, Al @ ¥ say
and do i carefully weighed and balanced and earefully
executed, 1t in uscless Lo lttmplmnmiq& the current
of Engitsh bravado by such eak docimenta na that sent
to the Londen Jimes by Mr. Weed. It gives thom too
oodd a chance to blogter and blow; for where poople are

etormined o art villanously even eloquence falls to
stay their pu , Jot alons common places,

1'am assured by those whom 1 have ever found wali la-
formed that Frauce will acknowledge the Davis ‘:wn‘
ment If England does; but that at the same time she will
assure the Washington Cabinet that it is done with no
hostile sontimeut. The Emperor N 8 quite nn.
friendly to tha N:ﬂh. ﬁ?d m‘t’;“ m the groat re-
public divided n tina ile manner Lo-
wards cithor the ﬂnru or ﬁnr‘&

Pr'lnu“iagﬂmn continnes the firm advoeats of the

o Punch the ioimical

was i to the task of managing the wirgio
Qiven, Prines Albert appears in the seane, and all is
changed. Thoso secentricities of tampor are tonad down,
or pover suffored (o0 appear. The government of (ho
country goes ateadily forward, we hear of no prejudiccs,
antipathios, leanings to this or that side, or to particular
individuals—all goes smoothly as the wheels of some wll
regulated machinery. Dut those who are sdmitted be-
bind the scenes know that there were always great dif-
culties to contend with in the Queen's passicnate aod
overbearingemper, of which Prince Albert | 1d alone the
koy. When her Majesty visited Paris, In 1865, it was well
known at all the differont missions that it was quite as
much a8 the Eoglish Ambassador and the minisiers
who were in attendance eould do to keep—in sporting
language—hor Majesty's lead straight. Shewonld end
she would not do this or that, and no man knew exactly
where to have her. An appointment made for the next
day, at n (ixed hour, was as uncertain o= the wind, nnless
Prince Albert fairly took the matter in hand; and, on the
whole, T have no hesitation in saying, from the very best
authority, that all partios were very glnd to have got her
Majesty out of Paris without a breakdown. She greatly
disappointed the whole Parisian populace by the lateness
of the hour at which she entored the capital Wt heur
being eight o'vlock P, M., instead of two o'clock . M.,as
appointed, and k1l becauge she choss to steam it from
Osborne in her yacht instead of going to Dover, as sho
::lllz:ahlﬂ done, aud keeping her mppointment to A

The Parisians waited in gathered thousands, as they
had never waited or assembled before—for it was A great
event indeed to witness, The crowned head of their be-
reditary  foa eoming to share the hospitality of their
own monarch—aud that monarch a Bonaparte—and thoy
returood to thelr homes grievously disappointed. The
presa, under |18 ron regime, was silent ; the Foglish
papers tock little notice of the fact, and so the mutter
pasaed off,

But now that Prince Albert is gone—now thal a
woman reigos over England sufficiently experlenced in
life to know the sweets of power, how will it bo? The
French, who, with all their p.lhniry, have at heart the
most gupreme contempt for the understandinge of
the scx  they #o  ostensibly sdore, are apl
to think that Queen Victoria of I'or‘l?- will dispiny
all and roore than the dangerous sclf-wiil of her wirgin
slate. They think she will have favoriles—perhaps
lovers—take, possibly, another prince consort,and that
England hag a fhir chance, under thege circumatances, of
driftiog before the wind ‘‘rudderless afloat,” The great
breakwator ¢ now removed. Every wave of public opi-
pion must ‘oh ite spray right sgainst the head of the

en, Tl wiepilot is gone, and who ehall say whither

o vessel of Flate may wander? It is kunown that the
Prince listened with someth more then.a cold and
listless car to the lan o of Lord Palmerston on the
Mazon and Slidel! question. The Quosn's atrong t
for Earl Russell kept him mute; bud it is more than pro-
bable, had he lived, in the proscut nicely balanced state
of parties his al H ' woice woulkd bave exer-
cised » arful influence. The snne may be said of
general European politi The deration of the coun-
oihﬂhﬁ}nﬂdhﬂwdlﬂmm is rﬂlsmt
posed to the prudence of the Prince All this
well known at the Tuileries, and the Emperor i sald to
bave deparied (rom his usual reticence so far as 10 re-
mark, on the firat wlarm created by his Roya! !
health, ‘‘That st the present crisis of the world he knew
of nodeath in Europe that would exercise an -
fuence.” At thiat time thore were no substantial grounds
for supposing such an event.

I bhave heard it distmetly stated, on anthority
1 un:m for lmmmut h;.n that ?rh:
Albert impressions, on report
the Ean Jaciuto and Trent business, were en-
tirely in favor of Americe. That he said to Lord Clar-
endon that in his mind there was no betwixt a
poutral tesrilory and a neutral ship, and men like
Muson and Slidell, with oficial appointments from o bel-
ligerent gunr, wore lawfnl eaplures, Findiug that nei-
ther Lord Clarendon's opinion nor that of the Uourt -
towurage, whig or tory, colncided with his own, he naver af.
terwards 1h If oa the subject. It was usual
for Nim under such circumsiauces (0 oxeTeise great cau-
tion, but in the end it was gruerally observed that the
(ueen took upon herself the cudorsement of any opinien
onge given vent to Ly her royal consort.

The usual etiquatio o such circumstances i for the
Court here only to put on mourning for Hfteen days; s
Majeaty hes pi the period to tweuly-one. The
Imporial Standard of Prance, at present unfuried over the
Tuilerias, L lowecad 1o hal? mast,

Yenterday 1 ba ml L0 bsar the opinjon of no less s
personage than M, da Pereigny on the prospecia of Ame-
rica, in tha probabis a=ant of bar golug 10 war with Great
Britain. It i well known that M. de 'ersigny never con-
coals hig ideas under the mantle of dipiomaey, but at the
dinuer table will give vent L) them wit uliar frecdom.
Tho substance of remarks was as i 5:—That such
an cvent was groatly to be deplored, but at the same
tise, should it happou to occur, It was & greut mis-
take to suppose that, with all her intestiue troubles,
the cause of America was dosperate. It is troe,
b maid, Evgland might, as she suye, sweep away hor
Boet, bul the mischief Amcrica coubd inflict on_the mother
m‘n’r’bg her prival war incalenlable. Thess would
appear in all dplﬂ.l! of the globe. Other pations—repre-
sented by individuals—would gladly hoist the Stare and
Btrines and assoclate themselves with America in 8o pro-
fitable & venture. Eoglind, covering the sea with her
argosies, would be at the mercy of every boid wiven-
tiurer—the commerce of the country woald bs thorsughly
ting d ; civil jons at howne would help the
Americans, for it was not (o be supposed that Mauches.
tor, Liverpool, Prestou and other towus would not bs
peverely burt by such a war. Great Hritain would get
into hot water about the individuals of foreign
pations, whom no law couid restrain {rom pri-
nuori:.“ in the American quarrel, (Lo govern.
ments ppealed 10, inge  would
Eprung up, till at lagt some othor maritime nation, or per.
haps uations, might take the side of America, and all Eu-
rope he brought fnto the quarrel.  France will certainly
maiitain, be added, aa if afrsid of beiog misuoderstood,
the strictest neutrality. She bus 0o money for tho quar.
rols of hor neighbore, though she will siways bave suifl-
ciont to maiotain ber own. Hut, said M. de Pesiguy, [
devoutly hope that Messre. Mason and Slidell may be

given up, and | am inclined (o think they will,
The Monil-ur yeil-erdly pubiished a formal acd abso-
lute contradiction

] L\tﬂgurl that have boen for sume
timo afloal of changes in v wwy belng immineny.
The truth is, the uneasiness of publig pjnd about the
state of the linanccs is 8o great thal it repreasuls ilbell in
all gorts of wild reporis, and the ollmr Hw displays
no ordivary angicty In ita desire to diss the com-
mon sl The Emp .despite the able report
of M g in the Sonate—the birdon of which is that
the Fmpire bas only barrowed, for the purposes of war,
two thousand millions, the return for which has boan
the jem of Hebastopol, Magenta and Solierivo, and
five hundred mililons (or peace, while it has exccuted
works= the valoe of which is five hundred milliona—has
boen spending money #o tast that poopio are rominded of
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Crar 18 likely to Lave & boneficial offect upon the de”
liborations of his Minisiers, as bhe is ducidedly
more liberal than any of them, except, perhaps,
General Cheffkul and M. Valoyef, the new
Minister of the Interior, aod hie autbority will
restrain the reactioniry tmdencics of the resi, and sc
celarate the intreduction of reforms that have long been
" deoided upon, but have hirLerto been obstructed by the
dilatorfaces of our statesmen and the tenacity of our
treancratie.  As this result, however, depends entirely
upon the charagter and activity of cne man, and does not
affird the slightest guaraotee for the future, it I8 po won.
dor that the messure in question hus created much leas
sensation here than it appesrs to have done abroad.

The interegt exeited by the intelligeuce from Ame-ica
Is iufinitely grenter, For some time we bad looked fore
ward with anxiety to n roplure between the  United
Siates and England, and pow our werst fourg scem
aboul to be sealized. It was the apprchension of
such & catastrophe that induced our govern®
ment to  offer s eervices am  medjator
between the Northern and Bouthern portlons of the Unjon,
eonvinced that their reconcilintion was the only way lo
avert plications with E Powers less amicably
disposed towards you thun Ruesia. OF course we could
not anticipute sueh an énfrrmerso an that of the Trent; but
from the traditionsd policy of England It was eapy to
foresen that sooner or Iater some incident would occur to
give her o pretext or an excuse for interferenco, Whether
it is owing to good fortune, or to the superior dexterity of
her stetesmen, Englund has almest invariably con-
trived toatiack ber enemion ad & disndvantage, whilein
her own hour of need they have forborne, eitherfrom
generosity or from want of resclution, to retaliate
upon ber the injuries they had received. In the Crimea,
war she had bauded cne half of Europe ngainst Rusula,
while the othar half observed a ! trality,

est of all—that of our country's hooor. This mis-
eoncopthon haw led It Into & second mistake re-
specting  the political Teeliugs ontertained regardlog
the American struggle by other Furopesn Ftales,
It is true that we are the first and (ho greatest
sufferers by & deflcient eutm supply. But a gresat,
though pot perlups the same, amouut of sulfering,
of mereantile ambarrassmont, of conunercial diairess, ia
ovonrioned by the Amorican contest in other countries am
well 4 1o England ; nor have these countries the cotupen-
satlig resourees by which we are enabled to bear the
shock.  In Foance, in Beigium, in Gamany, ecen in ftaly,
a great disivsl anee in the regular covrws of troflic has heen
cawsed by the Americon The fealings of & gratified
jealocsy and rivairy, which wore expected o Bpring vp
and strikingly rival themselves in foreign couniries, at
ihe prospect of n graat depression in tho commercial
prosperity of England, have certainly not been rovealed
in noything like the proportions shat might natura'ly
bave heen looked for, The reazon (s evident. One can
urlerstand the satisfaction fels by other maritime
States in the sixteeuth ocentury at the depression
and  decuy of Venotisn cotumerce, because o the
shiring in the currents and tides of the world'a
trade, by which Venice was Linpoverished, was the very
cause by which tho Siates of Western Europe were en

riched, But if at tho time when the shigs of Venico
wore covering every gea, hor trade with tho Lovant Liad
been suddenly arrosted, and no freul onlluid diseovered
for the eommerce of the restof Eorope, the embarrase-
ments of Vonice would have excited widely diforent feel-
ings. Her troubles would net 1 ve besn confined to der-
seif aloue, but would have shared by Spain and
Portugal, by France, Eng/n: and the Hanse Towns.
This is yuhtiru hagpei d in the present American
comtext. It I8 trua that we are depondent ve America for
cottan; but ather cowntries as well as owrcelves are depond

ent dirveetly on America for the raw molerial, or indirectly
through onur supplying with the manfactured nrticle,
The shoe may pinch ua, but ite pinching is nothing com-
pared to the toriure of the boot, as felt by eountries of
which the population has the samo wanis with cur owh,
but has no progpect of meeting theso wants with our re-
gourcos. When we stood aloof from the alruggle,at how-
ever great a sacrifice to our material interests, other
countries, thiugh | kewise suffersrs, could scarcely, svan
with a good grace, expresa a sympithy on either side.
This will noi. however, prevent u very genoral fecling of

The only Power that showod any sympaihy for us Wiy
tho United Stptos of America, bul unfortunately oni
Just enough o give mortal offence to England, without
affording us any material beunellt. John Bull pocketed
the insult offersd him by the dismissal of his b

tisfaction If, by our luterforence, the chancos of a
specdy termination of the struggle become increased.
Wo have apoken as yot ouly of material fnterests, but in
the present ingtance thore are groeat politica! principles at
stake, Wo are upholding, mot for onralves alone, the

dor; but he treasured it up in his heart of hearts, knowing
full wall that the time for vengeance wns nol yet arrived.
In fact, at that precize moment & war with Ameriea
wonld have been ruin; the British feet was engaged in
the Baltic, the Blacs Sea and the waters of Kamschatka;
their had porizhea before Sebastopol, and, not-
unheard of effbrts, conld only be
replaced by recruits whose calibre was shown by
their aseanls of the Redan; and (na very few weeks tho
Americans might have overrun Canada and occupied the
West Tudies, while their cruisers would have swept the
mercauntiio navy of England from the ocean, This favora-
ble opportunity was lo#l. Russia, abandened to her own
b d by Austria

r , aod in the wesi mad
Sweden in the norlh, was fain to conclude peace on (he
best terms she could obtain, Soon after the Indian mun-
tiny broke out, during which the existence of the British
empire was havging on a thread; bat neither her ancirnt
rival, France, nor Russia, qluiﬂmntho had just car-
ried on & most unprovoked war, ever thought of profitin
by her smbarrassment, and in Amarics they illumina

in honor of tha British victories, This wasacting like
warm hearted men sod good Christians, bui nt like
rstule politicians; and it is 100 muoch Lo expect that the
“if und unscrupulous sristocracy who rule Fagland
will display the same Christian vitues. The United
States has long been a thorn jo i sir sido, and when they
think & favorable opportunity bas arrived for extracting
it they will not be deterred by rapic motives or
the sentimental considerations of Jaw and rellgion.

For you to engage ioa war with England at the pro-
sent moment, therefore, would be to play loto the hands
of the enciny. United you would bave pothing to fear;
but {nu have n:.‘J“ succeeded in orushing the Southorn

.

rebs aration of war woul raiso  the
blockade of the South and transfer it to the North; your

ar mala-

rial support. Take an example by your adver-
pary, then: be oocl, bide your tiue, aud u.:---
Bl beidied 1 ik stadisd o g g

wil
Messrs Mason and Sitaell, i sbaojutely necessary, the
jetter of the law seeind Lo Lo against you; and, after all,
their surrender will cortmiuly not ba so deen @ humilin
tion as that you inflicted upen Fogiand by lurag out
poor Sir John Crampton neck and erop. Bo asgurod it if
cither Engiand herselt, or any of the groat Muweis of En.
rope, were in & simiar prodicatsent, they woul | ot hivi
tate to grant the satisfection requlied  aud, (ar frowm Jower-
!l‘l.hl:: in the opinjonal the wurld, guch -rt!:l-umu.r con.

would ho applauded by every puiitician
and by the immense majority of tha gibilc,
A from the Ci

pubi few daya

Pohala would lead us wlﬂh th’u m
pacification of that region bad at lset been offectod. It
will be remembered Lhat wlfter the captare of Schamyl
the Eastern Caucasus submitted 1o the domwmion of Rus-
sia; but in the West many tribes remained hostilo, al-
though some of thom—as the Abazechs, the Ubiges, &v.—
bave lollowed the exampleof their leader, Mahomel Arvir,
in ackuowledging themaelyes the vassals of the White
Tsar. (m the shores of the Euxine, on the Laba and other
inland rivers, hostilitics on & small scalo have continuet
almost unioterruptedly for the last two years, and,
although the Russian arms made steady progross and the
few tribog wera gradually driven into the mountains,
these paitry skirmishes cost tho lives of many brave sol-
diers, and proveuted the iuhabitants of (he
froutisr provinces from lurniug their undivided
attention to the artsof peace. We hear now thatdur.
ing the Emperor’s soj in Lhe Ca the oldersof the
Shapsooghs and other tribes appoared befure bin and

iguified their roadi o submit Nl they were allowed
tho undisturbed possegsion of thalr fGelds and pastures,
for which they are williug to pay a small tribute. These
offers were graciously accepted, the clders wors diamiss.
od by the Emperor clothed in iiahhof houor, and with
the mtimation that the details of the proposed arrange-
ment should be settled between them and the Com.
mander-in-Chief, Count Endokimofl; aud if these nogo.
tiations are brought to a satisfoctory conclusion the long
struggle io the Cancasus will, to the persona! in.
tervention of the Emperor, bave arrived at ita (nal termi-
naLon,

THE AMERICAN QUESTION.

in the

England as an Asylam of Exiles.
[From Loudon Post (government organ), Dec. 20.]
In the varivus manifestations of- American opinlon
which bavo reached Europe sinco the Trent outrage @rat
surprisod and shocked us, g 18 more kabl
than the gennral indifference they reveal ad to the possi-
ble judgments, I-‘l:d oven probable censures, o which
t

the proverb that & beggar,set on horseback, lnvariably
rides to the devil; and hie calling on the representatives
of the people to MI? bim out of the xrm he has got
juto is not very well received, howover rom| tal
Journals may eulogize it. A joan s clearly impossitile,
and we shall bave an issue of Afiy frane notes.  The old

ition ie f # itgelf to gt hold of the gold and

Norih, n
Ministar's efforts to lajure your cause.

1t m‘nﬁom! n fow days slace that the King of Pel-
fum had &E.!!U'.? 'f ediator between 1he
Uulied Sulgl gnd Engiaad. 8 [eesoe lo believy
that on eidc r wis dver made. . .

Englayd wil! ln&; good eare to refuse mediation nnless
that gf Franee. She knows hor cause is bad, sad will
keap clear of interfaPamty.

o Southern Commissioners here ars working ae-

tively against the North, aud with increased guccias.

Theonly journal in Parls that s reall %I{ £z *c
North ls tho Opinien Nalionale, the n finfe NR-
poleon. There is oo doubit he will use all his Influeucoe in
our (avor, France will sand, lu case of war, & powerful
oot Lo the American waters.

Pamm, Dec. 20, 1561,
Quastion of an English  War in the United States—The

Ancient Memories of Pronce—What (s Thought of (h*

Death of Prince Albert—Political Speculation on the

Event—FHis Reported Opinion on the Trent A fuir—M.

de Pervigny on the War—Romoo of Cabinet Changes—

The Holiday Display, ide.

The imminent prospect of war batween America and
Groat Britain creates almost as large o sensation in Paris
as in London,

Old memoriea crowd thick and Mat on the public miad,
and men who are not afrald to speak what they think are,
aver and anon, heard (o say that the fAirst shot that Grest
Britain fires at the republio will be the aignal for such &
roena shifting o the drama of European politics as
ka1 nob Leen witnessad for Ofty years. It may not be
o day wor to-morrow, nor, perhaps, till next yoar; but
thare are old amsocistions, old interoats, old sy mpathies,
which most In the end draw France to the side
of Amorica. Tn the mean time the immediato effect
of the wtorm &8 |t impends s mosl wirongly
felt in all deseriptions of property. Renis are falling,
public securities diminish their quotation daily, trade
im paralyesd. The Snancial erisis through which Frauce
heresifl is aboul to pass belps to despen Lhe gloom. Many
public works seem already to '*halt by the way."” There
I8 & taik of nuspend ng the progress of several, The lute
stimulun afforded to labor 'will probably exhibit the ordi-
nary reaction in discostent among the working classen,
Altogether, this little cloud ju the Weal cants an ominoua
shadow,

Th:e death of Prinoe Albert I viewed from a French
point of survey, and some account of |1 eanndd fail to be
intaresting.  The Queen of England, it Ia said bere, bofore
bor marriage, exhibited no qualities from which hor pre-
gt groat charaeter could be sugured. On the contrary,
it 18 & matter of notoriaty that she wan ALlul, eapricious,

haughty, overbearing—in n word, seifowitlod, Fer

disp
board {t. The stagaation in every sort of commerce s
foit to be increasing, and it is known that the funds are
only kept to their present low standard by artificial
mrane i
“1i 153 meantime the néws from Italy Is discouraging in
the exireme, The King of Sardinia’s ministry is daily
ox to collapas. Al Naples the stato of reaction can
only be put down by a second recourse to Garibald|, and
there is avery probability thai the ma mﬁgrura‘wm
i e St Ak
the political stage. wi r of the
m quArrel, must leave Italy (o him whose * jdea’
Sand with Hungary, Poland and Venice, Europe bids
qujje a8 falr Lo have hor liands full ne Ameyica.

» Paris shops aro making thely ugial dwplay of no-
voltigs. M. Taban, st the @rner of the Rue de In Paix,
is lﬁ .hu eyer, but complaios that purchasers have

T ;*n on off vluce last year. Tha American demnand
is entirely dried up, sod bul for more than usual exporta-
tions to jand he would have mach of bis wares still un.
dispoand of, M. Giroux, on the Boulevard des Capucines,
who at this seasou of the yoar possessos the chijef ampo-
riutn, has a hiaudsowss collection of beautiful noveltics in
buhbl, marquetarie, ancriers, clocks, toys, puzzles, ke,
but makes & simiiar complaint. His original paintings,
which in former years fvand American customers at from
one to four thousand francs each, remaine beavily on

Qur St. Petershaurg Correspondence.
Ar. Peranswtnag, Dea. 14, 1801,
The Council of Ministers—dnglo- American Difficulty—

Political Retrospect—Rusrian Advice (o (he American—

News from the Cavcasue, de.

Woe are rathor surprised 1o sse the importance attached
by forsign pabliclete (o & recont ukass of the Emperor's,
appointiag a Council of Ministers who are to deliberate
in bis presonce. They diacover in it the germ of a con-
stitutioual government, of ministerial responsibility —in
short, of a radical reform’ in the adminiatration of the em.
piro. The simple truth s that this measure morsly
applien to and revises what hae subaisted all along un-
der & differeut appellation. For the last thirty years, at
loant, there has been & Commities @ Ministers (Kornita
Miniitroff ), compooed of the headnof the ministers, the
Director Genersl of Public Works, the Comptreller of
the Empire, and the Socretaries of State for Foland
and  Finland, and of which, at itbhe aceemsion of
Alexander 11., the late Prince Chermishefl was President,
an well as of the Imperial Council. After the peace of
Paris that nobleman was succoedod by Prince Orlofl, who,
when he resigned offico sarly this year, was replaced by
Count Blondoff. This commities has sow recelved the title
of Council (Sovate), and will be presided over Ly the
Friporor himeelf, which can searcely be looked upon an a

piop lowards eonstitutional government, 1n the prosent
e mes, indeed, the perseoal jalluence exoried Ly the

that m! be oxp i to give rige in the com.
mupities of the Old World. The federal gowornment,

o "fs.mﬁmwmﬁgﬁ

A et
onn an

ancient mionarhical, mof less” tham in recenily formded

and democratic Stales; nnd that both the nai

menta which it outrages, and the eommercial inleresta

which it injures, are able to exercise & very imporiani

infuguce on the HIL? of more than one Ecfopoan State.
Tts foreign, Jist 1iké its domestic policy, has been basad

on & serios of miscaloulations. It believed from the vor

tirst that the commercial necesnilies of @ reguiar eltom Nip-

wonld overrule and overpower all regard for the prine.

»ly
tes of puliic la inspire Buropean govern with
{':-'T 'l{ﬁ'me-!‘ mw-h W ins and
e+ aiecer hasards war, [V was
belioved thal the I:flm“ on the firolongation
of tho war would be, espsc to tha maoufecturing
intercsin of lhﬂoﬂiﬂﬁ so §iilrmoyg, and the blow in-
Licted on the natjongl &sporlu'w 1, that the active
part ~|pmo'=1:r d in the ko ion of the revolt
wuuﬁ bo ost commanded by the instinct of sell-
presorvation.  The futility of this reasoning som became
apparent. With  the  spprebension of  muffering
groatly from s deficient sopply in the raw moto.
rial J hoer chief manufacture, the right feeling of the
rountry taught thet England would suffer still more In
her lasting tnoral aud political inllnence by a departure,
wnder the pressure immodiate ermmereial Interents,
from those great privciples of international law aud jus
tiee on which the whols political edifice of modern civi-
lization in & great measare reste.  The neutrality of thia
country, 0 clearly in accordance with the firat principles
of pubiic Iaw, was not loas tmaphltlell! sanetioned by
o voice of publie opialon, But the Northern Stales
weem regolved Lo recognise as publio law only the hand
to mouth seraps of & maritime jurisprodence intended to
satialy an immediale craying the publio pussions, and
o acknowledge as public opinion nothing more trust.
worthy than the echoes of Amorican mob oratory, One
ir almast templed (o supposs that the Irish znpamuu.
whoze inflance in (he Anterican press is wily exertod
for ends hostile lo l.im :“"."“""P“m‘“ a\l!:w Hnrk
he prrecedent opinion, 80 ludicrouely Hlus-
'mnd n mvmrliwpn'nﬂamml works, jn which
an aspiring forensic orator |s represtnied as arrangin
boforehand the plandite to Lis own discourse, At eno
llll]llq peried Mr, Crawley's spoach, tho “‘len't it
antef’’ of one venal t:uul? was instanianecusly mol by the
Hi0ah, i'a mighty natel” of another, and this preconcert-
od duet of admiration was aflerwarda desoribed as the
tanoous tribute of popular applsuss. [o the Norih.
orn States pablic opinion would appear to ba manufne.
tured in a similar fashion. And it ls perlaps from an
intimate know of the utler worthlossneas of Lhe na-
tive article that the publie opinion of other countrics is,
by American iticlans, 50 conlempluously igoored or
disregarded). Men who bonst of bhaving it ayen so
wall pocled that they run Do rick of sver ”lﬂuﬂllﬂ
by forelgn gumeuckers, may bollove ihal they have Lhe
powor, ad certainly as they have the will, of catawam.
pousiy chawing up the poor old Britisl Lion st s fort-
pight's notice,
he commeuta of the whole European press on the fcts
of the Trent outrage must, however, by this time have
eonvinced the Northern Statos that public opinion on this
pide of the Atlantic s peither dormant nor undecided in
its viows on the federal poliey. Py un error ns great as
that prompting the first couviction, that a eolton manu-
facturing eoustr ¥ eould not alfurd Lo remain noutral, the
goverument st Washington has been led W interpret our
striet obasrvanes of naatealily as & national fu-

dilforenice b0 eyory othier lalerest, oven (o the high

princip of interpstional law. Wo nre vindi-
cating, nok for ourselves alone, the righls of all noutral
Powers. Welare defending, nol for Englishmen alone, but
for the opprossed and persecuted of evory people on the
earih, the nuw-ﬁ'mﬁu anylum «m&( by the exils on the Bei-
tish sil, or on the of the British vessel which, whilst our
Mag floats over it ir as ia-red and nmoluble as any drmestic
hearth if the centre of the land, These facts are =0 evidant
thut nothing, save blindners caused by prajudice or

HERALD.
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PRICE TWO CENTS.

/ dovot quite ses, bot wa presome It wos oxpeeted the
=panish government should helleve the faleral canse tog
Birung o reguire such pPrepara jous.

Hero 18 & man who wssuioes t, instr et the entire hu
mian 'ace &8 o the origing, rights and prospeets of the wir
in the Unitad States. and whose eonfilent mesuranco® as
fo the dimengions und diration of 1he war are beliod 6+
furo the words reach the publie. Yot on those AssUrane e
does the argumnent stand, The helligerents are not 80 be
recognized beca e they are s handful, and their offorts
Just for mday, Here we stond at the approas b of another
year, and the war (s represenied hy two immenss &r-
miei—togoihor half a million—looklng st one anothes
acrogd the Fotomne, and uelther abie to make the lsast
impression on the other,

Arbitration Not Needed hy England.
[From the London Times, Tee, 20,

The indications of coming war would not be completo
witliout a lettor (rom Mr. Coben, summoning us to keep
the peace townirds all mankind, and wore especially to-
wards the State which bas made up its mnd to give us
the earliest and most comyplete opportunity of testing our
valor in the fuce of the warld,

L - L - - - L

Is it to be gaid that such o case 8 within the mcaniny
of the protrco! of the Congress of I'ars, and that Eng
would bo bound to offer arbliratin belure proceeding -
eucounter hostiity by hostilityr Wouald such » pro
ceeding be constent with either diguily or good
Bense, o wou'ld it uot phrlously expose us o the contampt
of all mankind, as a nation which presumed to thke unon
itself o first rute purt in the wilsirs of ihe world with
out courage enough Lo insare the support of its fricuce
or euforce the respect of its cuemies? Sup ose on tho
other hand, as has frequently banywned belore now, that
a dispute about & boundary, & right of tshiog, or & claim
to soarch vessels fur slaves, were to arise belweon
England and the United States, Wo should all admit thas
such a case might fairly be referfed 10 arbitration, and
that it wns not only wise aod Christian, but highly
bonorable, to have recourse to snch expedient by ora
plunging our country into war, and the gcounthess 1. -
ries which war, even in its most successful form, is 5. re
to inttiet npon each belligarant.  What, then, s the dif.
farence betwoon those two cases, whbich makes an appeal
to urbitration io the one [ittle short of a eacred duty ;
th other, @ meonnes, a cownrdice and  dikoma?
The dilerrnce la quite munifest, In  the wne
cuse, thero s e dispate about rights, but pothing
has been dune derogatsy to the position of elthes
party a3 & soversign anid indepondent Powor. lu the
other case the matte: bas been treated, nut as one of
rights, to be geltied by reason and discussion, but as (ae
of power, to be determined by the strongest hand, A
nation may without disgras: adinit that it Las boon in
error in claiming some privilege or axorcising same sup-
posed right, and few of those whose fate it has besn Lo be
mixed up with mapy and important transactions can pus
sibly claim to be exempt (rom such & charge, Bul as
ioun a8 violence is substituted for an appeal to reasop

passion, cou t] permit them for & moment 10 be called in
doubt.

The War Policy of the Unlted States and
Mr. Seward's Forcign Diplomacy.
[From the London Timox, Dec. 20.

Tha government of the United States is under thoe same
necessity s our own of presenting to its Legislulure a
sufficient mass of ita official correspondence. Thore, as
hers, & very few months will sometimes throw a now
light upon documents that answered the purpose of Lhe
hour, but soon ceased to be fresh and plausible. In the
apring and summer of Lhis yoar, whon every mail was to
bring to Kurope the final rout of the rebels and the burst-
ing of the confederate bubble, the newly appointed Mi-
government were busily instructing
Europe in the only right aud possible way
of regarding the rebellion. Mr. Becretary Scward was at
tho head of this propagands. He would permit no other
view, no.misgiving or doubt., The questions of rebe’lion,
Indopendencn, federation and unity, lar war and bri-
gandage . n-e unfortunately familiar to all the courts of Eu-
rope. Ihore are bly no subjects on which we bave
losa need to croks the Atluntio for illustrations and doctrine.
All of ug, in our turn, have had io accept as (acts what we

ar cr(n.sud {0 receivn _fm:u

Ion is elosed , and there remaing nothing but to de-
fend by force what force, and not reasun, bas been em:
ployed to attack.

Now, to whicl of these two classes does the question af
issue between us and the Northern States of America | e-
lopgr Are we in the domain of reason, and therefure ol
art jon, or of undisguised furce, und therelura of
viclence and compulsion? No unprejudiced porson,
we thiok, can doubt for & moment as to the aukwer
that must be given to this question. The quar-
rel betwesn ue and the Upited Siates has not
arison {rom any difference of apecalative views as to ths
respoctive rights of neutrals and beliigerents, nor yet has
it arisen from any disputed question of facts which cou'd
Le clearod up by evidence and inquiry, nor yet have the
United States put forward soy claim which we deny. A
controversy as to the rights of belligerents over neutrals,
#0 loug ns the question is coalined to controversy, might
bo settled in many ways—hy negotiation, by the arbiira-
tion of a (riendly power, by appeals to the decision of
learned and impartial men, or by the Judimnt of mepm-
petent court of Justice, su ‘purlnd by such roason and an-
thority as might commond it to the geseral good sense
and equity of mankind. Theewmes of owr guarrel wilh
America u that the dispule i nol specilative, thad it is wol a
eomplict of reason and awthority, that it i nol restrained wilh-
0 the Limits of controversy, bul has taken the form of actual

! 2 The contr in d, not by & claim

had stiymatized and punished
nndsm m"o g incipal exporisnoe
ence sovereign iy UF OWD pr expar
has been with the Americans Lhemsel orth and
troversy has not become obsolete, nor has
it flagged, for it 18 one of our bowest m.mmm
corrospondence before us we find M. venel poiot-
ing to the circumsiance that Franco ‘‘still hesitates™ Lo
gulse the new kingdom of Italy. Wo have all come
to regard the subject with much impartiality, bul with
every desire to ndjust our views (o the real fucts of the
cnse. De jure prefansions now-a-dave go little way ogains
de facto armaments; and if the six or cight million people
thit occupy a tarritory are evidently of one mind as to
its government and lawa, and meet argomonts with
Lot load  and oold  steel, we leave the question
in their hands, and oo longer ieply to thise
whora wo cannet got 8o lsten. 8o the Cabinots of
Eusope mght, perhees, have haen eft to furm thalr own
oplnlons of Uy American joarrel, and act in tus instanes
as they nave asted fn a dozinoor bwo others,  Hut thae
would ot aull the tasie of Mr, ‘eward, He must preach
the right taih of loynty and < bjsetion. Tt s from the
«uil of the Pilgrim Fathers vt the orthodox doctrine of
o halience must come, The old worid has to be en!ighten-
o on this point. It is truethat we have herogeveral pretty
strong specimens of absolutelsm. Russia goas 8ome wny ,
and Austria is pot behindhand, Even Prussia has &
craed of mound political ohedisnce. Bul Wishington mnusi
noods Lranscond them all. To Mr. Soward is it given
toach the nations that n rebel is always & rebel, and that
treason 18 treason evermore, Lear it, ye peoples, groeat
and gmalll Welcoma 1 Saturnian reign of universal obe-
dirnes, enforced by legitimate powder and shot. asd by
the approval of all the gover already establish
Gre ks and Romans, Hungarians and Poles, Sicilians and
VenpLiane, listen o the lnw of right divine proclaimed by
Mr. Seward, Secrotary to Mr. Abraham Lineoln, 1*resident
of the United States of Ameocica, u this the cighty sixth
your of their independence from the British erown!
As early as lust February Mr, Buchanan's Scerotary of
State was warning the representatives of his governmaent
that it was “uot improbable’ the federat.s would try
to obtain their recoguition by forelgn goveramonts; aod,
accordingly, they weroto explainsatisfactorily the reasons
of their present domestic troubles and tho grounds of the
hope thit entire harmooy would soon be restored. These
were points on which foreign goverumanis, it wos sap-
posad,, could bardly be able to form anopinion thame-elves.
Mr. Seward took up this ploasant tone, aba desired his
‘repres mlatives to assure auter world that the Pres!-
dent antertalned fuil confidence in the speedy restoration *
of the harmony and unity of the government, not, of
conrse, by arms, but by a lirm, yot just and liberal boear.
ing, cooperating with the delibarate and local action of the
American s, = L] . . - - .
Our own Foroign Ofice must indeed have been charmed
to hear from Mr. Seward, through Mr. Adame, that the
Presilent did not apprebend any dismemberment of the
Union, capeciaily by a line of longitude, there being no
such a thing, it seems, io the gwum y of the States,
Tho practical unity of the pation, and the Abatement of
the ouly existing cause of aliosation, had put the Uuited
Statos already bayond the dangers of divition. The so-
ealled Confedarates, in the npinjon of the President, were
attsmpting 8 plysical impolsibllity, ot tospeak of the
mulcidal eourss of establishing a goveramout on the very
principlo of rebellion which, of cousse, Daver has answer-
od yei, and nover will snswor. To enable Mr. Adams to
do his part at oar gourt Mr. Seward omitied no resonroo
of instruction lnj:rnumpunt. England's morality, Eng-
land's interesta, England's social sympathies, En'[nnrl L]
vanity, were all concerned in the question, What nobler
ammeﬂawh the fulure ages of the world she should
ook acroes the Atlanticz on a chud of her pwn, dreehing
acreas theglobe from the North Pole to Cape Hoon, and num-
bering h 5 of milléons under one uniled government.
At first it was to be geutly hin that it would bo
worth England's while, aud certainlf would be meritori-
ous, 1o interfers (or the restoration of order and omity.
Au this hope fuasied, and time ware om, and as the confeler.
ale camre arpumed a wronper front, the American goern-
ment eomaidered 40 pelations in hzx had reached a cring

in wh “‘w aty a ed stand, The ro.
et alt Mﬁ,a 16 cA .i" én'.-lhir! tonfederacy was not
g‘h made & subect of techaleal definition ; but the
Amorican government intlmated that, as & concession of

or domand, but by & forcible selzure of the matter in
dispute, not for the purpose of putting tho right to scize
It in the way of judicial decision, bul to sujersede all
suchdecision by an open appeal to foree, Argument wo

eol with argument, claim with ¢'aim, authority
with suthority, Vislence, if persevercd in, we canonly
encounler by violence. We cannot allow a lawsust bt n
twn nations lo be commenced by the forcille seiswre and e
tention of the things in dispute. Buch a procoediug is not
an act of controvorsy, but, if ordered, avowed , or adopt-
ed by another Governruent, is an act of war, and by war
alone o be enconntered. War has becn described us the
lagt reason of Kiogs: but, if such procosdings wore Lo be
considered ns only entitling the purty despoiled o arly
tration, it would soon beocorne the first. It would always
e convenienl Lo poseess ourselves by violence of (he
thing in disputs, if by so doing we incurred no worse je-
palty than by peacesbly proferting a cluim for it.

Tt in impossible not to see that the course advocated by
Mr. Cobden would by wo means tend to the proservation «f
peace either in tie precent ingtance or in the fulure; wel v
the prosent instance, lecavise the Americans u\‘).‘tu‘ﬁ" the
temagtation ta profract negohalions to anendles edend irre-
sistible po lomg as megotiation wounld insure their po sesmi m
of the caplured enwys. The only resuit would be that-
alter wmuch time wasted, we should bave to make tho
empliry domand wo make now , and all our for

wntn would pot svold this inevitable issue. A8 for
the future, it I8 quite clear that sich a precedent woul !
tond (o arm Strong States against the weak, and to sub
stitute & violent seizure in every case for a pacille de-
mand. Wearenot,as Mr. Cobden says, two intecested:
?ruudh‘krmg on asubtie pointof Internatispal Law,

0 are Lwo nations, ons of Wi m bas offered to the other
an unprovoked act of violence—an act which may be
thought desirable. Woe inaist upsn knowing clearly
whether we are in the region of war or in peace. If ths
saigure of the prisoners won the act of the American
government originally , or I it be adopled by them nowy
it is an act of war, and as such to be encountercd by war,
If thoy disown it, thay must prove their sivcerity by re.
pairiug It It s 1mpossible to pegotiate o the furmer
case., The latter has not yet arisen, Tlere is, tLerefore
uo room for arbitration.

The War Argnments and Secession Pro-
phecies of the London Times.
[¥rom the London News, Dee, 20.)

The Lindon Times 18 docidedly making progress.
stimaiating the iac passion of war by cery deice of tie-
rary art, afior cargfully barricading every gate by which the
aeniug of peace wright enter, it 18 now, just as Whoro in & foar
|.h:]r.1mn:mhren$ur the two ooumrl? may be settled
without bloodshed, ring its readers for the propositi.m
af an intervention (m of (he South un the name of hu-
manity. Yes, shade of Wilberforee, of humanity and the
civiligation of mankind, 1t is oppressed with the thoupht
that the ** war lu America is britalizing at lsast one of the
combatants.' As if thore was ever a war sizee the daywe
of the firet congueror which did not brutaifge both t
comhatants. As if war wero not in it essential
pature brutal and o be hold in borror, aud
oniy to bo undertaken under compulsion of the clearest
necesgity, It might have besn sy d that the sepsi-
bilitica of our contemporary bad besn wornded by
the dologs of the polscners of wells, the unlerminers of
railway bridges, or tho asgnssinators of soniries, dao's
which, originated by the men of the Soath, have revioaled
the farceity of enaracter which the institution of sievery
engenders ina mmull;.u Bub uo; the Tines, with's mo-
desty which would be charming if it were not so conve-
piant, puts off the atiribute of omniscierce, and has po
opportunity of marking the conduct of the Coufoderates.
80 far aa it knowledge goos, ©iL is the North which is
growing Bercs cmd Woodihirsty,” and “threatening io
murder in cold blood," Those who have (ol owod the
course of onr confempoarary for the last gix months will
not be surprisod to find that these atrocious sccusations
are made withont n pretence of evidenee. Their valio,
indeed, 15 indepen'ent of evidence: Whey are prized for
their own sake. Far De it from us tocontradict thom
There musl bo & great many persony who ke this sort ol
thing—pareons 1o whom abuse of a paople too moch like
ourdnlves not to be cordially hated o hroad and salt snd

wi Fa
Rg‘l‘ contemparary , truculent ak he bocomos when there

balligerent rights was liable to he constriad as a recogni-
tlon, It woulil not pass unquestioned, and the anp“r
government would resent such o concession iF 1 &kl do
w0 effectunily, It is paaful to observe that, while Mr.
Haward was ingpiring the wholo corpa of Amorican repre-
sontatives at all the courts of Europs with philosophy,
rhotorie, argumonte, persuasives, and tact suited
to their rospective poxitions, our own Forelgn Minlster
had the nainde to admit **that he did pot himeell koow
what lia was to say."’ T that phrase expresses with sin-
gular focee the state of fosling and futelligene of the
whole British peop's upen Amarican affairs, it anly showe
how little of & match we all are, (rum the government
downwarda, for American dislomaey, Tt Is wome onm.
fort, howaver, to observe that the miatemout In which
Lord Russell took refuge from hiis uncertainty was at Joast
safe, If It was expected of him to give any pledge of an
absolute nature that his government wonld not al any
future tima, no matter what the circamstatoes might be,
recognize an existing State in Amerion it was more (han
bo could promise.”” This was not much o extract from
tha Brl.mqu‘-wnmmonl aftor #o vast an exponditure of
diplomatie #kill,

“I. |n soimew hiat Mattering to our aational vanity to find
that the reprasentations made to the Continsntal Powe's
wei ¢ oven moro confident mad more persevaring and that
thie doctrinal poaitions were even more unqualified than
thane mi e to this country. An late as May 50 M. Thou.
venel wua | that the rebeillon was a trifle, and
st acon be over; there was not & chance of the Union
baing disgolvad; Mr. Saward would not hear of “baiiige-
rent rlghte.” The United States woulda only ba oue,
either for peace or for war, To Prussia Mr, Soward sp.
poaled an the lover of order, nind as standing Lersell on
AD unreautiog opposition 19 revolutionary maovenienta.
Tha prescnce uf & Iarge German population in the States,
and, it might have been added, in the federal army, was
& apecial reasott why Prusais should wish weil to that
side; and it must have been sume reliel to the govern
ment ké Wi to hear that Prussia would noi
msslst the Confedorate States to it oul privatecrs.
Helgium was reminded that she had a market
in Slates, and that she, with the other nations
of Europe, doed on the peaco mnd undisturbed
activity of the jcan people.  To Maxico it was rnnly
Liatod that the Confederstes would probably make up
for ibe loxs of the Northern States by & raid on their
Bouthern nﬂlghhin’l——l notion very familiar tothe govern-
mont of Washioglon, To Austris and Spain yecy (ltkle
atgument apreas 1o have born necessary, nn! a faw
geaeralities about arder, loyally, sod peace cuflicad to
elicit the mmu:ulrnemanurmm. The 2panish for.
wlgh minister, indoed, heard, an early ar April 22,
that exlonsive military and paval proparaiions ware be
Ing made in the North to anforce tha federal o 41;.-- naey
in v South. 7 replied,'" paye Me, Preston ¢ that | felt
asaured his informal was ercopeoun.’’ Tho errur we

A an alarm of peece v Zontimental, The Northern
Ln::ramml Lotis thadd Prisoners taken on board the
Boulhen privateesy, and as it has uo! pecorded bellle
rent rights 10 its auversaries, the legal position of thive
ruiliaos who have embraced be trade of blood for
sako of £poll, i that of piraten, Accordingly, thoy are
kept in clore confinement, and llva on prison fars,  Hay-
ing given the vame of ' wrture’ to the ordionry trest-
ment of ¢ iminal prisoners, the Times furobodes tha deah
of ope of them, and leta ng know beforchand tat the
patural likeihood of that event—usines they are many,
amd no less mortal inprison than al lerge—w il net pro
vont his calling attention o such o death asa ** marder
i onld Whed © Such i the supecior wisdom of the ing
Jigh pross: such the modoration which eatities us (o give
ourssives airs over the Amecicane,

Pt (e Times hag discovered a tonne boucke, We are
tolil," mays our contemporary, ** thit tlests Lave gone
foreh from New Loudon and Now Bedfond, Isden uol with
poldinrs pnd arma, bit with stones, aod Lhat thosw e,
with thelr stony burthe s, reuttled broadede, Bave ob-
litorsted for years to coms the chaunels of eulry by soa
10 thoma exrsed eitien, Cinrleston and Savaunah,”  Gar
contamparary does not say that he believes this, but s
nevartheless fovmds upon L an tadietmant of the Pnited
Fiaton governmonl &8 pulity of mn act of hostiity sgniost
the whole human race.  Tue stle authority for the slales
ment ts o extract from A viral ot and bosstful anony-
moun lotter, sach as the taste of the New Yok mob ide-
maudd, Yet upon this trashy evidence our vontem-

qry goes on to exclaim that peoplo gapalle of an act

P’m this would pluck the sun out of ven, apd to

wobder that there are nrhy among ”1:.1 l'z:: ::1“1"::
1o Ideuti'y temnalves wi them i i doin

hing A ,'If the indulg Al provocation of

the mort fendish

pagaions in A Jusl caLse of nhamo, we

o & quiet word 1o eay o (he
"m"'m::‘ oo :,;:v:::or, !n will lnvestigate the
facts. A little inquiry would have

Bimse! B veageance a8 tho
JFAry to ssti f that no such veo aE
rmn:{mu of Al of Charlemton and '

{ boen takon, Has it beenaitempted, or in i' intended?
gmmq“numm which, the nuture of the caso,
direct evidence (s not forthcoming, and we murt take
the best we can got. 1€ the Times bad “‘3“ the
pledged anthority of its *'Special Correapondent’’ fir iis
statament that would have boen excellent avidence: but
it profers to rely ou Lhe ravings of an woknown writer of
 class whilch has done more than suy other Lo destroy the
reputation of the Am:rican press. As 1o the facks LLem-
palves we do ool profess to be o possession of Full and con-
eluslve #vitance, but wo have belors us the ladter of &
moat respeatablo toerchant of Fhilladelphis, in which -
enso of Charieston 1 thius referred 1o~ The ormation
the port of Charieston makea the mainteannce of \he

blockade by (he ships of our suadron & malter of groad




