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Mason and Sildell

^Demoralized Condition of the
Rebel Army.

'O.OOMY PROSPECTS FOR THE REBELS;

Burning of the Richmond
Theatre.

INTERESTING REBEL CORRESPONDENCE,
&e.. &c.. ftc.

W« have received copies of the
Charleston Courier December 80
Mehmocd Dispatch Jan. 3 and 3
Mebmond Examiner Jan. 2 and 3
Frcm these papers we are enabled to collate quite an

toteresting collection of editorials and news bearing upon
Ike present crisis and the condition of things at the
Beath. The news is uncommonly interesting.

OPERATIONS ON THE COAST.
CtVnm (ha Rlithmnnrl fThmtnflr .Tan fi.l

11m rspu'se of the wm; in South Carolma is a Joyful
earnest of the. future. Although no official account* have
bean received, yet we think it true news. The Northern
taeeps, after k>nf hesitancy, havemade their flretattem\t
at a march from the seaoeast towards the interior of the
jtom,and have received Their first rebuke. Whenever
and wherever they repeat tho experiment, it may safely
he predicted that they will arrive at a similar result.
The No. thorn people and government anticipate great
eflbc ta from the naval operations on the coast, because a
»nrt of the plan was a multiplied series of sucreasful I

_ marcher and subj'igationa throughout the Atlantic States.
* They supposed that, having the ports, they would

eon and easily have also the country commanded
by the ports. To take possession of n harbor
nod a atrip of wave-washed sand was not
the design of their armada. Yet it will be
taond that these are all the prices they will or can gain
fsr an enormous expenditure. Wherever the water is
hasp enough for their large ships to get within rangy of
the heaty and insufficient eeaceast defences of the Sbuth
They can osrtalnly batter them down and land their
feoops. But then will end their barren glory. Whennverthey attempt to inarch a column into the land it will
Inevitably come to grief.
the causes are easily seen. The seacoast can never

. tarnish n sufficient beats ofoperations for an efficient attacken a State in arms, unless the whole power end fores
<nf the aatioa that makes it is employed in the adventure.
If the North eon 4 give up Its whole line of land operattena,take all Ma armiea of the Potomac, Missouri and
Ohio tn vessels and transport them to the shore* of
Carolina, they might make with success the
Inroads they have planned. But we used
tsar nothing from columns of tan, fifteen,
m twenty thousand Boil runners when they leave their
-etas els even tar a distance of two mile*. In no part of
the Southern country, even If they could make each deroentunknown end unheralded, would they find a land so
.destitute o/ men as le bareme their prey. We may be
0*ct*:it and happy when w* hear of similar efforts,
-from the rational assurance that they will arrive at par
:»li*l catastrophes.
' The fear that seme minds entertain of the Northern

eeti and the consequences of its operations in th* South,
mto not less without foundation than the eernritv or in
diSbrence which the first account of Hi pail ng received
wrt without Justification. That fleet can do mischief to
the villages of the eoeat, but ia without power to Inflict a
vital or even a disabling wound upon the confederacy
Itself. It will coat the Northern Union many million* of
eoney.and many a toe ship; It Will ravag.' a half dozen
mall towns and eauae some good cotton to be burnt. But
whenever the popular outcry of the North force the
generals who have charge of It to risk an advance of the
smallest and mildest sort In any part or the interior
wonntry we will have our revenge, and our enemies will
get the reward of insolence and cowardice.
The troops sent oa this expedition, and borne by the

tranep rt* attached to it, are like all the troops in the
Sold,raw and undisciplined. Now, here, as elsewhere,
whenever the untrained volunteer* of the South meet
the imtrained volunteers of the North, with an equality
ef numbers and commander*, the defeat of the latter
may he aesumed as a certainty. The repeated trials olid
pr' ofp of this war leave so possible doubt ol the Individual
superiortty of the Southern man ever the Northern man
in a personal combat: and thia luperiorlty it still
the only element in the battle* fought between the
wo nations. Hits is our security against the fleet and
army whioh operates this winter'no the Southern coast
It is alao our perfect an<t absolute defence fnr the preseut
against the great force collected along our Northern Iron
tier. Belong ss the anniea of the Union and »f the cm
federacy are both composed of recruits we stand in no
danger, and need entertain no apprehensions. The dark
hour of our t'ial hsa not yat coma. It wilt ctme wheneverMtClcllan has Succeeded in converting bis Yankees
Into the involuntary machines knowu to the military
Science as regimests, brigades an 1 divisions. This
Am IKo amA tWmt Km firnnnsat In Kimsslf This is

Ih« secret rf his long dot*?. This is the work
f hi* hand* and hi* head at this moment.
Be may succeed i* executing it completely.
Ik* moat cowardly individuals of tb« most
unsmrlfln raee, whan long subjected to a
rigid and m thodical discipline, ran be amalysinatad into
b"diee svhKh act with th* certainty and Insensibility of
omblnations of iron and brass moved by steam and dl

ractc'lby on* boman bawd There is no reason to sobpea*that tke people of the lTnt*ed States are except: ns
So the role that bold* good wttb Hindoos, Muscovites and
Malaya. Their sepa. at* poltroonery can be overcome by
the power of military organisation, and then (be courage
mt our eegragntod soldiery.however nohi*.may be
broken ilk* Ik* wave on a mass of stone Here lies the
true deafer af the fntnre. While lb* North reliee on

discipline, wwiraet still- to Individual superiority; aod,
However brilliant the results that the Inst ha*hitherto
gained. and may still secare, it will ha found la the end
as ineOcieot on-th* Amwlcaa tunHait and in the aiaet*eathcentury atn ha* ever bean in all other ages and
* othar tend*.

THE CONFEBBSJtTB BONDS.A QUEST FOB
FINANCIERS.

[Fraon th* JUabcoeod &xamln*r. Jan 3.)
uurMt on Oaafodaraie toadi with opeoto bought

at forty or Miy mt moI prwliw, baa boon mad* tba
anbjoet of ridlcala by Mr. Howard ud baa ar'orVxl a hart*
Iwyl from Lord Lafmt Tba singularity of tbo proroedtogla heightened by the uiti adractioaoaint of 11 in tbo

v newspaper*. KoiltoMr M.ingero attempt to as

\tract nreouae froaa a tamff at* maaimmry importation*.
thio one to kaop op tbo pnbbe rrodlt by paying an eight

p <r caot internet with specie coaling a hundred and Itft.
cm ulo, raflocto much boanr on Mr. Mainlngor o flnaanal
ala fU and sagacity. If halrtoco of Confederate bond* wera
tot ba round anywboro aloothan within tbo limita of tba
GoV '"derate Stotae thoro would ha ooma propriety in pay
log tho Intaraat daa to tbma In opucia, but aa the
hold* ft af than detnatureo on mido within
tbo . ooatnaa of tho eonfodarocy and all ran
uaa tho eaironcy of the government and
banbait at en adreetogMMij.|y oe the greet body of other
nople, t naachemaof paying specie unaekx af what oar

tntalligm' waeoingtoaoirrcapandeni aptly cbaractoriaeo
on "r.borla tnryIf tbe suae holdaroof I 'm federate
bonda win paid WH* specie, bought at forty or flfty
Cr cant pret imm, bad l-seti mrliaod to make additional

veetrucntn In tWe »ec.uril ise, Uila pieca nf |*udery
and affects' id" would sure.y deter lb in from tbe pur
poor Whet l« OSO"iiaoii commit to depienat' %U o-n

OtMyalimu l« f% v at to r*yfhrot'fmr tmoin mrh/mn* for
aaenry ne m >r< wriuaMe, anti <Ka n*rit*i'o. In a
mart fraok ef ,dwn»rwif dtllrttanlim, tU Jtcal nffnttt
atuaf not b* n it*, t -Knt \f Iktpvbkt at tnr§r iakf 01* MM
tiet" of itt papar «' U taicn itM. JHrauge to aay. Mr
Mem winger expect * by Uila stroke of pel).y to elevate tbe
tired 10 of bio gore "t m«nl lea leo. IWortanale Mr Morn
minger. It la anollt'r arid.oce of tint atranga mfatua
dl-m tu which liaatjAVia to extract (avenue from hU
ear ifT. blood Irom tin turuijia, and ounbvaoe from bla
autuinbws

A HUMILIATED HATION.
IFrmu the Rtcbab >nd Dltpalcb, Jae 8.1

ta MM aurrmtdcr of Man " *»d ""dall ih* Briliah go
T«rttuNR t wdia*o«i lain the "«' capacity of tba Yanko*
fat* Jn succumbing to the K ot'ieh demand the Yankeoa
deraonwiraia that tbey hart no * iwfoeel hoeor,

V and ttua dollar* and can la arc tb« 'r lew of act Km
tn matvat* public aa wail aa parent

* Tb«F boards tba

Sent wnL every etrcumataana of b. evado and indignity;
fOT«rr.:i,aui mid* tba ant II* <»v *» b>'ror«*vl»* l>'»

Coiniiiiarx uarc Into ila pnaaeeaioP, and owfnlng ihani aa

(-rlaonoia, ttu> Decrrtary of Mala and 0/ tb* Navy,and
tbaHouaa of Hepreeaataiivre appiandxt ,b" outrage to
Um aciiO; tbawbola praee of the I'nilad to^inad
with Ibe root I upcoarloua and deflant axnltai ,on °*«r tbo
act of Wiikaa. and bacterid, h ,l.iad and b\ mbled th*
Br 11tab lion Id every conceivable abapa aa '*
JfMr *11 tbli, to bark down inetnnt*nec*»1r, end,at
the Ore* nieuane of Kn*tau<l, la aarrandar tba Cot lfn1*-onare,la to axhlhit not only a lack of all honor ,®n'1

iilloaac, but a abamclaeaneea no (shocking thai here*/JL. ba HUra and Stripe* will ba-ome * badge of degradatUMk id infawiy throughout lha world. TbU hum uaiinc
urrona 'r» ®° *r from r"T«le*tng the Knmpeati world

will naad '*** tha* of the oonaakiua waaknaea aad para
lrri*a ooWa^"0* "

* M»* bluaicrtof power thai, with alt
Wuadrod itwX taaBd ir>» In arnW, permit* ila noeo to be
*m| lad aad it« ,'»«d l« Ik' wpu upon without an aflbrt at re

Plfif-T W* iV; to morrow, if h|kM aad

NJ

franco would demand that the fedora! government receg
use the mi'"' en :> v oithu 8 b rn oTederec) u, n I

penalty of their dtepleaeure, they would U' t cn'y recog a

kIM it but be glad of the chance. Oeilatnlf there earn nm I

k wj Umuer any fuvr of ountequetuet m the pari of tkoee 11

pourrwmmfa in iK<n*.le* roc g i »«y (At $ vJi in urn <«/< b<

r« v orcvenin 0/miHj/thc Uor.'.aUe.
We blueb to tbiuk that tho South h«a ao long remained

Is um 11 with a couutiy which bus en little acute of pub- '«

lie apirit or national honor. The time wan when the c

North waa prompt and brave to reeent indignities uj>on
the American hag. but that wan in a pant generation. h

when Northern men had not entered upci the oaroei i f n

injustice and oppression towards their owu countrymen, c<

an t upon that damning crime of Uivaak u and w«r wh.ch e

haa made cowarda of all of them who have a semblance tl

of conscience. Who would be back ouder auch a govern- o

inert? Who would have arain for a national emblem d

that Star* end StrSpea which have beeu ao humbled under a

the tierce gaze of the Hrilish Li >n f Who do. e not desire a

to aee every staraud bar erased from our own flag, that
we may no longer have an ensign which can by any poa- i

sibility be miatakea tor that which baa become so few) j

and degraded in Lincoln'a hands I i

THE NEW YORK HERALD AND MR. BEWARD. "

[From the Richmond Jitspatch, Jan. a.]
Tho N ew Vows H*kau> owea Ma great success we a jour-

nal to its systematic " seusatinne." When there are no

facta to pr since a sensation It reaorta to tiction, and Ma
1 la inflnitalv more active in inventing thknlta
industry lu discovering this electrify.ug food tor the
morbid appetite of GoVhain. What (Ju New York Hrkald
u in j*u/ualttm Mr. Seward it in kit hi* high yjice if
Premier. Ho in ceustantly striving after i«e neat-ions. Ilia
abuiitton delights more in a su»»oegslul sensation than in

a masterly teat of diplomacy. It matters Dot to him
what may be the character or his act, if it only produces
a profound surprise »up<>n the public. He startled the
whole North to it* feet, one dan, quiet morning, by e circular,calling upon iU Governors to fortify thsir lake end
ocean coasts. He next electrified them by causing to be
unexp-cted y brought ia from the Cuban seas Me.-srs.
Mason and Slidell, who were thought to be safely landed
in England. And now be fires a grand sensation role.rubiedover the slumbering- couches of the Yankees by a

six column despatch, consenting to deliver up the capturedcommissioners under s demand from Great Britain,
whicb be pronounces " intrinsically just'' and in
" conformity with American doctrines."
The erav nly cowardice of the set is really much rc

lieved by the'brazen audacity with which the consent
mate knave faces a jeering and disgusted world, lie l.w
been playlDg a deep game of duplicity and audacity, from
which lie has won for his government notin g but dls
grace: although succeeding in achieving f r himself a

reputation, which he much covets, of being the clever JSl
knave that ever rcaebed a high place in diplomacy.
Recent facte have shed a flood w" light ujion t rsneertionsthat heretofore seemed inexplicable. The circular

of Seward issued to the Northern Governors now turns
out tohave bad some other object than the sudden runningdown of etocke in Wall street, to the great gain of
the few friends helot timely into the secret. and who had
"suld short. '' It was issued about the timedio sent in

struct!onedown to the federal naval officers in the Gulf
to capture Ma»on and .Slidell on any vessel in which thry
should leave Havana. He knew that be vras preparing a

quarrel with England, and took tha precaution to give
timely warning for delence in the seaboard and lake
.States.
On the arrival of the arrested ministers bs sent out

despatches to Mr. Adams, declaring that the arrest had
be. n tuude without ''specific" instructions from the government,and that the Commissioners would be givti
up if d -mended. and suitable amende made. He bad thus
'prepared the means of avoiding collision by disavowing
an act authorised and directed in advance. To the demandof the Euglish Ministry presented by I/>rd Lyons,
he had but to reply frankly and promptly that "certainly
ho would give tbem up, with the greatest pleasure; the
demsnd was intrinsioslly just, made in conformity with
doctrines long contended for by his government on this
subject; indeed, he had instructed Mr. Adams two weeks
before tbat he held the prisoners subject to the orders or
her Majesty's government."
Bach is the statesmanship of Mr. Seward. What the

Korth at large will say to the proceeding remains to be
seen. The Honse of Representatives had passed n resolu-
turn ef thanks toCommander Wilkes. The government bad
made themselves accessories after the fact to his set by
PAnotvina th« urraal«,l onmrniavtiwiBrti tnrl (hPAwinir thwm
into a dungeon. The Naval Secretory hod fully and cordiallyapproved the proceeding of Wilkes. The City
Council had voted him the freedom of New York, anil the
Governor's room at the City Hall had been put at his
diepos.il, where he held a grand levee. The whole preys
of the country had sanctioned the act and extolled its
hero. After this universal ovation to Commander Wilkes,
and exultant glee over the capture of Mason and Slidell,
their surrender will he the most humiliating act of cow-
ardtce that Yankee ennuis aOord. It will be curious to
observe the reception which will be given the news of il
by the public at the North and in Europe.

NO FRIENDS ON THE*FACE OF THE KARTH.
[From the Richmond Dispatch, Jan. a.)

The Cnited States have got no friends on the face of
the earth. They have been running round the universe,
bat in band, begging this and that nation to take their
part against the rout hern rebels, whom they only outnumberthree to one: but the rea|>ODsea thus far have
been few and unsai isfactory. Except the newly invented
kingdom of Italy, which, being just admitted into good
society has a parvenu jealousy of all new comers, not a
word significant of unfriendliness to the South baa been
utters-i by any European government. Except the rifl
raff of European red republicanism and the Uugald l>ilgettyadventurers who serve under any banner lor prorantand pa/, tha L'niled ritates haa' no mora friend*
among the European people than among their govern
meOH. This ia ibe testimony of their own letter writer*
from Pari* and London. They are parpetnally < omplamingof the nnfriondline** to tha North of foreign govern
meata, and that the foreign press, which exptesses the
public aentIntent of Europe. alm< et universally fympa
thi/es with the SouLiteru rebels. On their own-bowing
Uiey have no friends outside their own limits, bat insteadof whiutug and howliug over the self-evident fact
ih.-v ought to sit down and candid.;, ami solemnly Investigateits raoeee and consequences. *

When an individital tuan has no frlands. li is ssfs, as s

general rule, to a-snme that be has no mousy, and no
means of galling any,and thee.ore no one cares U> cultivatehis acquaintance. Me may i>e a* pure as the drtveu
snow,a* Just as Arietidos. as honorable*as ffayard, but
society, aa at pre-eai constituted, does not |»ercetc e ntuclt
advantage in his friendship. nor any great calamity m
his displeasure. Now ibe North, in the eyes oi universal
Chiis-rndoru. is si pree'ut abarkiupt. with this signal
o.flbrenre from the case of a virtuous iudividuai. that it
has b»H>tma a bankrupt by its o»n crimes and exev-sv*;
that its wealth made tt licentious, vicious and cruel, ami
that lis character has bee me »o corrupt and cowardly
that even Its wealth could scar- ely nautialire it* putrhyingoifenaiveneea in the aovtrila of mankind. B it wi'h
neither wealth nor character, neither gam nor golluir-a,
an in lividual or a nstiou be< w* alike unfit for the
society of men or gods, for thi* world or the next. The
virtuous poor have at lausl this ooneolatiou. that
after a temporary depie ooa in the scale oi humanitythey will be admitted hereafter to some
better onn;iattlonahip than the Kuth avenue or
the Weat i.nd: but vicious poverty has uo fronts
au t no comfort in heaven or earth. This is the reason I
ilia North ia so iiuDoDljr. It oroducaa uolhina lliai
anybody wants, It can no longer lcrniah Europe *,th
lOtrne, tobacco and rice; it is looked upoa as an nnixMtar
end swlnuler. who has been pretending all along to be
tU« possessor or thoaa staples, wban ba was the mere

factor, employed by tba >nulheni principal to salt bis
goods,aconfidence kg which he has grown rich, and
which ba la now repaying by trying to break into the
hoiiee of bis indulgent patron, cut bis throat, eaclte inaurrectlonamong his aerrants, and giro orei his dwellingto the Hames. If the Kerth does net aao the torpi
tnde of anon conduct, it is tba only part of tba world
which la blind to the glaring inutility. The eonwcienoee
nra equally palpable with the causae of the uolreraal
odium in which the North is bald. When a naliee excites
tbe detestation of mankind by its ricat, and is so wank
and devoid of spirit that it can be Insulted with impunity,
H wiU net ba long before the rlvlllied world rhnatiaes it
for Ita adbacas. However much n rich sinner may be permittedte outrage the moral sentiment of n enonmuaity,
the virtuous indignation of mankind never pardons su«-h
uflaocea In tboea who are both vicious sad poor.

CONDITION OF THE REBEL ARMY.
ORIKKS.MIIM or TU OmCDS AND DBMOBAur4TIOMAMON'J THB ISBN.
(Krom the Richmond Examiner of Thursday, Jan. *J.]

tan lOKDinon or or a enmns.
iDf pin«i« rvmwiMiwi mni; i- v«i'w ui Hfvrrv

tod painful anxiety. The courage of our troop* it not
abaieU; ihaeageruoM for the fray It not rt'axtd, tod
ytt demoralisation It creeping m, wo fully bolk-vt, ti<>ra
ih» l.eeoe end reuklaor nog .ort of tbo gorariiinvtii to
tuoitin tnd to oultlrato tbo spirit of our aoidiory.

'Ib*re M too much drunkeuneoe among tno oflV art on
tbe Pixonte, and too much vacant idling aru«ug the
men. Wo art informed at a positive fa. i tfc«i in th»
mtjorilf of (4e army on fkt Potomac th> mracti-o of
rrj/tmental diilli hat fallon into compUto dim*. Thlo
alone would bo luShiont to ilomorallro any army in clr
rumatanreiouch-as onra.«The drill it not only «-»-tr.nl
far schooling tbaaoldier. it tulfl « her vaatly Important
and oooentlol |airp«are. It dcvelopea and oducotoo tho
MMMOj fortihoo the roldier agan-t MiM an 1, rhot

i- perhaps tho moat important moral cooaidorei ..,n of all,
glree him occupation for a portmn of hia time e,,. .0 e,
and proieoto nlm, at loaot mewmrahly, agaal tbo
canker worm of tho army.-num. What can ho prodietedhnt utter demoralisation for an ormy «Imt.- conditionio that of Una of thouaendeol men, living in uttor
idlaniKa grovelling in tboir tents, with no other ocentot
tion tlian what la aflbnlo hy tbo greasy pe<k of rardo
that la tbe Inoviioblo inn,at- of every t nt, or the
yoOow-covered novel, whoa# wretched and per hapa filthy
ertorta mutant hoa more than .nice gone tbo roundo of tbo
oompany.
We nana->t abut our eyea to tho foot that tho 1, >*y <1

l+rrming a now of rc ror and droad to tho mindt of «ur
cifiaemi. Tho rie«s|iapere are still Oiled with advert,aewntiif homiaaco for iballtuteo," although tbe War
I'Aliidrinihnl luut S/lrmlnfl a rills ruitrl<*(in« t Km hnml.aa

of suMtltotleoe to oua id i«.k company. "Th e rata* |«id
for euhet.ilnlee are eiiorino'ia. We are inforrw: that ihey
average from two hundred to two hundred and flrt> u.i-
lar» anil we have Wen told of a recent luataooe wkci
Sftoen hundred dollar* waa paid for the prompt procure-
men* or a euhetitnte 10 take ue place of a private
auddeuly eonelralned to leave the army. Kevl-nvt
*<or' nt »'n ih' fos'. of Iht tmmllinfnK''t <>ftn*n In ao tptIkt lift nf fa mint, dirt and ran*' tUU "e»» t'e ikt army.Kichm urn la filled with soldiera who .bare com* outif the h<e| ilal*, or who liave yd her# "0 emto prelenooor other, applying Tor Uncharge*, end etrlvlngand wriggling la all aorta of ways te gat "ot of the
army, ft waa hot a few days ago that a rt. 'dlor, dierhergedfrom one of the h spite 1* bare, comoil, teg suiciderather thin be coat rained to return to the al\TThorn la no unwUiLsnasa among oar young inn,' to <
serve Ihetr country, there are thuaaanda who wov. Wl
Willingly go with their lives oo thair sleeves to bettVwith lie enemy, and la altert a devoted and courageous*t» lotlam. but who dread u> betake tbemaeh ea to the ,^ etched half f»d llfaof dirt .ra-amy end idloneae in I
tr. .ami* Thie la the restraint upon rolunteering. tV venMMWt will in vain eeaay to remove it by a r
Wontv la " f0T rewnlletmenta- the provtaPna ef which, t

we andcrateaw,' iruHfol eoeree ef intrigue nn<( i

fiW "VOKfc EERALD, MOJi
^

i

imomtlantloa iu our army.without oth >r mcruiureo or

at wilt roach to th# iouhiT 'bo aril. Ti.o authorities b«

Kichm nJ may assure th iii«elv.o that, as loug aa at

10 b«t>th cftho army la ntirlocied.and U ia maintained r«

tiff dirty, slugger 1 condition, tho df',"# nofloctad, tha
alf r.itiuub .1 u mmiasaries winked at, tho rowdyism a<

officer* paese-! over, and tho vacancy aud Idl jaeat. of t

a iiofonaivo policyhold out na rewards to voln; fe-rirg,
to army will not bo idled and leptculsned but from few '

*«aes our pa pie. , J
Why was it that whan on? seMtem wore dally dyih" .y ;
un neca the govemaeut dtil not show the t
lanlty of the small Waa-irco of instituting fcdical t
luinisaitn to e\««iiiia tha camps, 'm'G, if possible, t
Dock the progress and ravagea of listase? Wliy waa it 1

|tat, wh.<u tp^ fcve> ument had control of tho whole line
f tra»p<ylaUci, from the Chrolinaa anil Louisiana to the »

POisid. Mwiassah andCentreville,and oouUl have bought '
u*»r *,u V-w Orleaua at three cents, it permitted our >

I'W.y to differ for month* for rice, sugar and moiaescc,
dtd winked at tho practice of buying sugar from the j
intlers at forty cents a pound? Why it i'Uw.t h-ihiy the 1
pweraatcttf reclct not vakal it troth, ami ioUralt* hahilt of
intemperance among qfi<en and the ditute <f rtfimental
irillt in our army on Ike PtMomurf All of those acts of
Jmission and uigiieenco, which have ooutrlbulod to tin*
demoralisation of our army, might have been avoided*
It is not to.) late lo repair them.
Wo are firmly convinced that the reform of tho con-

ditionoi our army, with a wise and firm hand, an.l the
hol.iing out of rewards, not to avarice or idleness, but
to ihe true patriotic enthusiasm of our country in the
prospect or an active military policy an.l of a share of
military glory, will provide the best security for re-onlistmcntand the moat successful stimulant to volunteering.Wo are as firmly convinced that no other mea jres
will restore the spirit of the volunteer and the enthusiasmof the country.

A YEAR CLOSING UNDER GLOOMY AUS
PICES AND OPENING WITH EVIL TIDINGS.

f Krotn lh« Richmond Examiner of January X]
The itnr cloud vruler gloomy auspices; with a chftle at

DranetriHe, and a ruufred disaster in Missouri. The
year which yesterday began has openedwith evil tidings.
We fear that there is uo doubt of tho fa<-t that the NorthernVnion h-s oorsentod to the surrender of Mason and
Sltdell; and with that event all hope 01 an inmediate"alliancebetween the Southern confederal y and Great Britainmust tease.
Under other circumstances we might derive a conso'atIon for tho loss by considering the ineilacoAblo disgrace

that I'alla on the enemy. Never, since the humiliation of
the Dtg* and Senate" of Genoa before the footstool of
I/Hiia XIV., hat any nation consented to a degradation so
deep. If Lincoln and Seward intended to give them up
at a menace, why, their people will, a.-k, did they ever
capture tho ambassadors f Why the exultant hurrah
over the even' that went up from nineteen millions ol'
throats ? Why the glorification of Wilkes? Why the
coward insults to two unarmed gentlemen, their close
lmpi' omneiit and the bloodthirsty movements of Congressin their regard r But, most of sli, why did the gove.ninc-ut ot Lincoln indulge a full Cabinet with an nuanltnotis''esoliitlon that, uuderuo circumstances, should* the
Unit d States surrender Messrs. Ma-mn and Slidcll ? Why
di l they encourage the popular sentiment to as'milar position?The United Stairs government and people swore
tho great oath to stand on the ground they had taken; the
American eagle was brought out; he screeched his loudestscreech of defiance.then

"Dropt like a craven cock his conquered wing"
at the first growl of the lion. This is the attitude of the
enemy. U would greatly censclo us to contemplate him,
am we nor know max no uew axnimtiin or n.goienco
and cowardice could sink him lower iu the world's estimation.The United States has lost no character by
an exhibition of poltroonery as yet unknown In the di-
plomacy of ether nations. That country had already
snnken beneath the reach of infamy. The only charge
of bayonrts made during the war by Lincoln's soldiers
was that of Fairfax/*' marines on Mies Slidell; aud the
surrender of her father at the drat menace of (treat
Britain will create neither mora disgust or further
surprise.
Nor can we hope for a popular revulsion in the Northernpeople against tho folly and pusillanimity of their

rulers. People and rulera are alike. It is only in the i
sentiment of England that we can And a ray of encour- t
ment. It it certain that the BritUh wanted tear; that they ,
if ere confident ef getting it, and that they anJt be bitterly j
iixaj/potnted at the vntatitfartory reeult. Now, this (

result, though apparently due to the iilly livers |
of the Yankees, Is partially attributable to tho <

management of the Palmeratou Ministry. That Cabinet
gave reward and Lincoln the chance at humiliation, i
when it could have taken redress with the high hand j
and shut the door to apology by rocalling Lyona,»end- /
ing borne Adams, and sotting tho British fleet at once ,
in full sail for tho scene of action. Tho Paltnerston ,

Ministry is the friend of the North, and la dirsotly an- (
lagoniaiical to tho majority of the British nation. On
htaaa /lata ira vantnrA tha rtPAliharV thai in ItMLi than

thrw month* thia Ministry will fall from power.
Wktntitr it Bote to we may anticipate tfiwrfHrf* interventionby Great Britain in me again of (hit continent The

inclination! and intered at'that people orrm clntdyvmlcd
an thin one point that mm Jo mi Keei'Me. to da-tare the remit a
moral necessity. Out for soon* time wo may be loll alone
in this quarrel. Let us not repine, though the tusk ba
hoary on th* arm. If we would raapoct ourselves. consolidateour nationality, insure our future independence
and tranimit a heroic memory to posterity, we mttot
prove to ourselves and to all other* that our own unaided
strength Is sufficient for our own redemption. If it is not,
there remain* one resolution by which every citizen that
m worthy of freedom can avoid the sight of its extinction
and the spectacle of Ins country'aruin.to die in the last
ditoh of their defence.

THE LATE RICHMOND THEATRE.ITS EARLY
HISTORY.

[From the Richmond Dispatch, Jan. 3.]
Our reader*.are already aware that tlio thaatre waa

burned to the ground on New Year'* night. Its prede
c :ra»r, which stood where the Monumental"church now
tends, was burned also, with great loss of life, on the
mglitoftbe atith December, 1S11, fifty years and one
weak ago.
We looked into Mr. Mordecai'a book to find out when

the late theatre was built,'but there is no record of It
there. Our impression is that it was.completed, at least.
in the year ISIS, and that it wae opened during the win
ter 01 ljtS-'19 for the first time. The Drat play wo over
saw waa in that hoase, in November, 1 SJrt. We recellect
to this hour the elect it produced upon us, and we at a

simple enough to t egret that we are no longer capable of
feeling as we then felt. The play was VirgUiiua. The prin
cl|>al character was sustained by ! inn. whether the aflerwardefamous comedian end punster.wlio was lost at eta,we
do not know Mrs. Waring.one of the Placidcs.uow
Mrs. W. R. Blake played Virginia, and an actor named
Nichols played Iriliua. It la difik-ult for us to realize, at
thia distance of time, the emotions oi' that evening To
u- the theatre *i-igorgeous paluce, the acenery super'
human. it. movements the effect of magic. The actors
were the grande-t ctiaractera whom i* was p.issibie to
coueeive, and tha actrsasea the moat beautiful createret
o:i eerth. The tare* was " High Ijf* Reiow Stairs," and
Hilson played the part of the master who has been
i mated by bis servants, and disguise' himself as a countryboy Seeking service, in order to detect tbeni. Harry
Pla^ .d°; waa in the piece, and several other actors who
b*v* since been widely known. To us the whole was a
reality. We believe we belf exhausted our power of
lauding that night; for we never have been able
t> laugh aa we did then from that time to this.
We roared, wa shout-d we screamed, We fairly
danced in the box until ws attracted the attention of
everybody in the house. We leanel over aa though we
were ready tojump into the pit. (iilfert was manager at
that time, and we beiiere he opened the bouse. There
wuiki inch thing M starring then, an i whra a manager
gi.t a good rompauy it generally ataii with him for a considerabletime Gllfert had aa ev.»llen« company, a«

may li« judged from tba natnaa w« have already recorded.la 1121 Hooth nam* over, and played is that theatre
the flrat time he ever played in any theatre la America.
"Old Drury" has etxtagene many victaaitudes ateoe

(hat time. It has had many managers, and we are afraid
few of them made money. Some of the heat players and
the best vocalists erer knows in the werM have played
and sung ujwin ite hoards. Its history might be made
very interesting, but it is gone, and weio* baric «nh
melancholy pleasure to the many agreeable association*
of foimer days with which it is connected.

[from the Richmond K.iamlaer, Jan. 2.1
When the theatre was Brat erected, in 1319, it was

0|>*nf<l under the management of the celebrated Charles
Gilfert.wilh s powerful r*rpi4ramiti<jvr, and he continued
to occupy it for several years. Aftar he ceased his orou
paoty it waa casually rented at intervals, uatil about
1*34. when George Jones, net Count Johaunes, revived
the drama and continued to perform In the Har.iUall
theatre, as he designated it, until soma time in 1330,
when be suddenly left in disgust, and it waa conducted,
on belialf of Jonee' company. by J. O. lambert, a oomH)
actor af great oelehrity, atterwerds of the Haymarket
Garden lyondon The theatre next fell into toe hands of
John 8. Potter, Willlam R. Biakt euecoaded him, and ho
waa succeeded by Mr. William L. Maul*. Mr. John Bef
ton. we believe, next had a tour of management, 4nd retired,as did the others, in disgust, the last manager*
ticorg# hunktl were theleesoss until superseded by
BM/laeKW tiaw<ll vwhn tlSS hlW>T1 (tlPlthH mtf Ks- Iks flea

Kin*, whoae auar*-tic performance* hav# ciuMd an en
in* change Id Ihe programme of winter amusements as
connected with the theatre.
The author of 'Recollnc ton* of Richmond" state* thai

Iho very llrat dramatic performance in the city occurred
In the bouee formerly occupied by old flimoa Abrahams,
in the rear of tlia old county Jatl, then called Ro-e'a Bog. j
In 1*02 tbee'rlcel pei-formanee« were held* in the upper
part of the old market house, corner or Miln and R*voti
toetith etreet* 'lemjiorary places w>re oeci.pled till
1HU,when tha burning of the edifice tlieu uaed gavs a

damper to theairlcale from which It took uianv year* lo
relieve It. The preeeot theatre succeeded that one. it
tiaa gone the aama way.

In eloting our dcaultorj remark* we may roraark that
aonir of tberreateet modem aetore and 1-ingarr liava die
ported themeelvea on lla board*.. When dying.It a.*em«
but a lew nionilai aloco.the comedian, Burton, piaved a
farewell engagement in It, which proved hla farewellaure
enough, for In two week* after iea\ ing (hi* city Tnodlre
waa under ground In Greenwood Cemetery. Fanny
Kleier, Oleeie, Malihmu, Jenny Llnd, Colaoti, Brigt, II.
i baric* Keen, fclleu Tree, Mac ready, I*nth. Cooke, ? >r
reel, Andereon, ft id omnfffntui, Itavegathered In the dollar*In the hone* that the "Log Fort" saw tlfb taat of on
Wednesday night.

WESTERN VIRGINIA.
( prcim Correapanilenceof lb# Richmond Mepatch.1
Mom or lani**, M"*Knaf*>cirrv, V#., |Vc. *», f"MII.

Ovtrayri Oft Ilk* 1'unJ.rti Ijmn //oyui Vt. ainim*.An '*>mtrum(MtA Kr+trt.TKr PimiUn J Rrfugru Only
A'land Hn[f Pr^pmitinn qf ftcticranr fi/tignnrtflyH'j^H'4 by n Snu'hrrn ffomuA OovtmmmlPmtertUmKtn orv, < ;.

Having rerelfed very lata adricea from the K*a*vrh«
tionlar, and knowing tbem to be th« m<«t reliable to be
btalned, I deelre to place Ibe public and th« government
in |x«e*e#mg at them. A refugee from .he vicinity -if
layettevllle bee Juat arrived here, having eoffered tbe
l'«e of hia entire property by the infernal vandala,vbo are now two thnoeand atrong at that place. Th»y
a » fortified tberr.=< Ive- end have four i.Ie. ee of rd
:«tie» .two oa eeeb »l«le of the town. All of ibe loyaj
itlrera have fled,*<.mo of iliein without their r.imill«e or
property. The deninrnll*ing and corrupting oath of alle.
>laa< e ia lv*lor"bly edminlatered to thoee wlro meto,
rod abaeateag weHded by every meaae la tbe power

IDAY j JAN[JARY 6, lbt)
th°*° r#tnrn l ocr'uia spec' of '«"> .*

Ln?;T thl 2S5"-. tn"» » tolingidWidely.7 ^embodied, and eaoh almenUe

of refugee# remaining are now

miikt unclean spoilers on half rations.
r,.f.i aid that women are included in this

* treatment. The host citizens hare fled.
jong whom Col. Dickinson, Mr. Munam, Jno McCoy, L.
'ones, Jo!in Ma.rs, John B. Jones, Clerk of llio Courts;
fudge Baley ar.d others. Wsgrsware spirited away C"0tnally, wholesale and wanton destruction stalk; among
li" mllic'ed families of Fayette ami Ualeigh, aud to
tioeo favored at flrat by heaven, with C ue loyalty and
eli-sacrifls-.ing devotion to our beautiful and much covetiddotitb, have come the curses and vengeance of that
in-doan and vile portion of mankind.the Yankee. I
law Colonel Dickinson, a few days ritice, an ex>le from
U.- lioine.his family, aud all Unit is tear, except hit
imitten yet triumphant South. He was formerly ft ci'tlrcoof Nelson county, Viri;lnta, but hue for many years
lived In Fayettsvllle, where ho his been by that people
sutrustod Willi high olticwl stations.
His da ightors, with whom I have been well acquaintb<1in previous years, bsvo imbibed the spirit of

!h«is* fi.«hoo Am* nf ()mm tvltAUi h ttap Ifit it'WflS t.fl It'A

her luy.il and beloved husband carried forcibly away and
BUrtc.l a prisoner to Columbus, was a i'ew weeks ago confrontedby Gen R<«ecrans in person, who informed her
that it was by his orders her husband had been
arrested, and If she would make certainacknowledgementsand make certain pledges he
would have him released and restored to ber.
The storm of woman's indignation was stirred in
her smitten bosom; she replied that her husband "had
done nothing to request an atone for, and sooner than
purchase even his pardon in that way, she w. eld live on
broad and water the remainder of her daye."
Tbe people here, in Monroe county, are loyal, and wish

to remain so. Thoir sons, brothers and he* uands are in
the Coniederate service, and they are true, yee, true as

the loadstone. I refer to the great mass of the population:but the administration seems about to put their
patriotism ou tbe rack. Tlte »>rty flfth Virginia regiment,the only protection to this country, is withdrawn.
If It be true that the foruesfrom Meadow BluK' are to be
ordered away, I assure you one of the finest sections of
Virginia is gone. For, when a people are overran,
chaiued, stripped of thedr property and demoralized by
familiarity with their captors, tlioy are goue from their
former allegiance.
The writer once lived here a number of years, and is

much acquainted with this Kanawha Valley: end thee
must bo something done for this people. Let the enemy
ouce croes l'ock's ferry, ouly twelve miles west
of here, in tho absence of a force hero on our part,
and 1 warn you it will cost us blood and
tears as a government. A anieidul legislature
may appropriate the paltry sum of (80,000 to
cleAn out New river for batieatix, but let the governmentstrip this section of ail protection, aud allow scoutingparties of the enemy to come and search their homes,
as they did fur General Hockley the other day, and follow
up such recognizawt with artned occupation, and then
they will improve the sluice navigation of New river.
The army of thoPoninsula could net more than remove
them from here then. Mock not, d'-celve not yourselves,
ye men of Richmond, ye deaf men of tide water Virginia,
ye (.racers or our associated government, wun me aeiuslvedream that Floyd's retreat means Rosccrans in
winter quarters. The wet weather is gone. The mud
that locked the wheel* of our cannon on Cotton Uill,and
threw it into the hands of the enemy, has dried, and the
road from Cotton Hill to Dublin depot was never liner.
The gilded oaches of your Main street can go almost untarnishedover its ontirs length. There are passes in
this section that the ensrny can hold, with a moderate
force, against the heavy forces you will send here next
spring, and thny will seize them soon. One or two regimentsst Peterstown will do more service now than
another trip of the gallant and sagacious Floyd toCotton
Hill next year, with forces drawn from bis (lank and rear.
You may hear from me agnin.

TttH SITUATION ON THE EASTERN SHORE
OF VIRGINIA.

A letter dated Drnmtnondlown, December 3d, says:.
rhe camp of the Second Delaware regiment is pleasantly
iltusted about half s mile from Drammondtown, Vs.,
thirty-flvs milts (Tom Faslville, where the Eurnell Legion
>f Maryland is encamped. There era now But nine companiesof the Second Delaware here.one being stationed
tt Pungoteegue, one at Onancock, and one leaves to-day
'or Guilford creek. General Lockwood has deemed it neesarj to station guards st all the creeks, rivers and In
eis an the Atlantic eide of the peninsula, on account of
tumorous ve».-els having lately run the blockade, and
[ivan aid to the enemy, hi the shape of provision*, he.
)ur camp has now the appearance of a small village, our
wooden huts beins mostly all built, which, of course.
if ill make the men comfortable at thla inclement season
>f the year.

SOUTH CAROLINA.
[Special Correspondence of the Richmond Examiner.]

Ch arisxtox , P. C., Jan. 1,1862.
CkrithHa< Wed:.Activity of the Union fleet.the State Convention.ThePeople tf the Hate Heme no Ontfidencein
Their Rul*r*-+Another Fennel Bum the Blockade.Militia
to be Draftedfor Sea Coast Defence, the.
Christmas w eh lias glided drearily by, the New Year

is upon us, and *1111 no battle nor prospect of a battle
upon the aeacost. The enemy's light draught gunboats
are harassing us almost daily, steaming up every nsvlgablecre«-kend inlet between Ediato and Tybee, retreatingwhenever tbey encounter opposition, end plundering
wherever tbey find no defence*. We had imagined, a
few dare ago, when quite a little ileet of gunboats appearedoff White Point, at the bead ofEdlito inlet, that
the Yankees had mustered courage to disembark on the
main. Whitt Point ia but nine miles from the line of tlie
Charleston and Savannah Kniiroad, the command of
which is so much coveted by the enemy. The roads in
that neighborhood are excellent, and bad the invaders
lieen so disposed, after "scattering" General Evans
and "a few" of bi« rebels. they could have penetrated
into the heart of secossie and gained the railroad in a
three hour's march. Our boye fully expected tin in; the
news of their proximity spread rapidly on all Rid's, and
Charleston was on the uui tire fur n battle Whether
they discerned the terrible " white horse" of V esbtirg
lame prannng upon the »hore, or whether their hr uiic
dread of masked batteries suddenly came over them, it is
certa oi that the Yankee gunboats, after pitching a few
shell* on the plantation*, in the Wildest and most promiscuousstyle, quietly turned hack and valiantly pa.ssed
down to the sea. Mure then we have no news of any
movement, or shadow of a movement, on either side.
General nhcrman's dyspepsia muet indeed be a bopelees
C*M.
Toe Stale Conventtpu, which rei'semb'ed in Culumbi*

la.-t week,holds its sessions like theContedcrateCongrees,
with ch aed doore. The Conventiou would before this have
eased to exist by limitation had it not, by lie own action,
prolonged it sovereign power. This prolongation is rtnr
chiefly to ihe fact o( the invasion and Ihe extraordinary
exigencies which hare arisen therefrom. The people have
nni full i iri Him ability Anrl i-omrwtfnc.v nf th*

ordinary Statu government to cope successfully witli
tlijre e.\l»«ctie.s, many 01 which are or an exceedingly
delicate and nu'iaual nature. The Convention, however,
is composed 01 the oldest and wiaeet men of f-'outh Carolina.'they ha-.e the ability and the energy to grapple
with auy coudut-m of atlana that may arise. By their
united voice ibis sure, and indirectly the whole South,
was wrested froiu Yankee dominion, and (he people trust
thuni,and will stand by every measure that (hey may
see at to inaugurate. It was probably tb« high run-ciou*nesaof the jtoseess on of this confidence that led the Conventionto retain the reins of government which wee
about to slip from its bauds. None of the acts of the presentsession or the Convention have yet been male public:
but it is generally believed thai an advisory council wnt
be constituted, to whom, in conjunction with theGovernor,
powere of a very pleaalug charac ter will be animated.
The weete of mine which mark the path of the great

Are atili presents an aspect of unrelieved deao.
tatIon. The vast shapeless Majw of atenea, aches and
rubbish encumber our thoroughfares still, and to pace
through the most valnabla portions of the city one haa
to pick his wnv m the middle of the street amid ooeaoa
Of cinders and lime dust. Soma people are agitating the
project of establishing a central park oa the square oppo.
site to InaUtute tletl, and which Is now completely bare.
Tiiecity government can hardly afford to pay for the
ground in these hard times, although it might be had at a
comparatively cheap price, owing to the neceelltiea of
those who have been burned out.
Another vesael ran the blockade yesterday.not bareendhaa rejoiced the heart* of her owners with a rich end

r ire cargo of coffee, oils and sundries. This will not he
the lut that get* in
By recent act of the Legislature lhara may shortly

be male a draft in (ha districts near Iba aaa coast, to
make up a powerful Mate military foroa, enlisted for
twoire munliit for coast deb-nce. Two-thirds of (ho
arms bearing man aro to l»o placed In the field Bui in
ery many of the diatrtets a far greater proportion than

this are already In earvice; in othere volunteering la
going on vary rapidly, in I it ia quite forcible thai the
necessity for a draft may bo avoided altogether.certainlya vary deairabie cons initiation.

TKKNES8EE.
UTTER FROM PARSON HROWKI.OW TO TO* NARB VILLI

PATRIOT.HIH TREATMENT.
We copy from the Nashville Patriot the following characteristicletter rrom Parvun llrownlow;.

Kvoxvjli* Jail, Dec. 90,1901.
In your Issue of tha 17th lost., you nay:.1"We learn

that W. <1. llrownlow. imprisoned at Knnxvtlie, refnaoa to
cat anything, di-alrlng to starve litnuiolf to death."

I hive no doubt, Mr. fid Itor, tbst you have learned auch
a thing, but It is wonderful intelligence. And but Tor the
fart that I do not wl»h V> bo understood aa trying to
ctmuiit suicide, 1 would not uara to oorra. t the erroneous
statement. Ihu truth in my caso la that i have now bron
In jail two weeks, and I have eaten too much every day,
my family, with the permission of iirlgadier Uenerslt art
rob, furnishUK me with three mee<s each day. lint for
taking cold, and suffering from a sore throat, f oould h ait
of (usual health. Aa It Is, (claim to be the met .choerfulof more than one hundred i*laon»ra I found bote on
my arrival.

Ihit, air, 1 will nowglvayou an additional lum or ao,
which many of your sea lers will peruse with intest, if
y u ere allowed to publish them. I left home about the
(ith o| November, with a vtow to collect sora" claims due
niv oihce for advai tiling, and to relieve the fears of my
family, who were dally annoy..d with the cads at drunken
»oltller!>, bawling before my bouee and Uoorialiing iheir
aide knivea mid pietoia, and making tbreeta of rlvtence.
Uii the Stb «f I»wmb«r I received a brief letter from
Major General Crltt'-aden, Invltitigme to hie huadijnart ra
in Knoxvllle, promising me pasajmrta Into Kentucky, and
a military aaort to conduct me aafb. At the a* mo time I
waa furiilehed w ith the copy of a letter to the Major
General frota J. P. Benjamin, Secretary of War, adviatug
blm to give me paeepoi ta ami a a ata conduct beyond tlie
Confederate Ihtca.
Supposing the head of the War Department and the

(.euoral commanding hero to lie acting in good
faith, I reported myeelf In poraon and accepted thj oir< r
of passports. I agreed to atari on Saturday, and the
General <: -signaled Captain UiMeapie'* noinpany of cavalry
for an escort

But on Friday earning, ju* before Rundown, I waa arrettedfor treaaon, fonnde I on certain editorials in tba
Kiiog, CI* Wh ip since June net tho warrant bring eig.ied
h. (j,,mkdlea1ooor Haynolda and Attorney Bameev. I am,
therefore* ln tail.in cloao confinement.perfectly concritedand tv*'"l nn oomplalnta ogali.at any one. I am
salting patient** 10 which ia tba hlgheal power.the
Bar Heparin-nt n,' K*hmw>d, associated with the Major

General In command here, or the Commissioners' Court 11

for Knoxvilto. Nay, I am anxious to know whether the o!
hi.h authorities inviting me here were acting in good g
faith, or were only playtog off a trick to have me incarcerated.1 am not willing to believe that the represeutatlveeof a grant government, strangling for its independence,ami having in cliarge the.interests of tw^TC ml[.
llona of people, Intend to act lu bad faith to me. The
cliivalrOLs jieonlo of the South and all the jonrna e bnve
denounced the nigh handed measures of the United States r

government lu suspending the baboaa Corpus act, eup- ^pressing public Journals and iucaix&ratiug citizens upon 0
I-'frit caeket. and 1 will not allots mv: eK to believe that
the QonfgdorMto government will resort to similar ti l ice.
I am, sir, very r«bpectfwiiy, &c. W. G. BKOWN'LOW. ,

THINGS AT MEMPHIS. t
[From the Monti uis Argue, I 'tie. 10.] c

It is time, more than time, that iho people of there n
Status should awnken more folly to the dangers at'bnuio, o
and head their oyea more on their own government and e

general* and less on the relationships of toreigu nations. s
MiliLii-./ iiLiixiiLuu/s .-/u r.,ii i ,i ft trtti t/ii a/I KillI with OVflrV a
inducement to act, we are only iudu.,;trioua In doing n
nothing. Our cmliussadors or commissioners are seized
and we look to uthere, lnsiuad of ourselves, to force their
release. Mot to tit?, woolen walls of England should we I
look for tht liberation of Maeon and Slit tell, hut to the n
bayonets of Beauregard. When Beauregard roaches s
Washington, and Johnston Covington, Mason and Glided t
will bo nearer tho Court of St. Jautes than they ever o
were on board the Trent.
Aa it is, it' our independence is to be icon for us by tho

Shxnyth of Eiiylo >ul, our revolution will stand on the jxig-t a
qf hi-'ory in any but an enviable light; and when the pas- f
aionn and privations of tho present are past, many an eye t
that now sparkles with exultation at the hope of foreign .

aid, will droop in ehamo at tho unnceded confussiou of
weak patriotism and unendurlng bravery its seeking
proved. I

If there be a proud spectacle on earth, a bright page in t
history, it is the spectacle or the narration of a self- t
making nat ton. If there he a humiliating positin, it is tho iliberty that U due to a protectorate de facto, though not in
name. The pad qf Great Britain is a guarantee of ,the ultimate cost of her favors. But be that as It may, (F.nglanri's bt.smcss Is not ours and Cod forbid that it over ,should bo. Look we to things at home, and eoase this
shameful avidity for tha aid of the foreigner, an avidity
which wo whl 0:10 day wcop tears of shame and sorrow
for having encouraged. ,This aid is nd needed. With quicker action, we never
woel l 1 ave oared a rush for it. Southern valor,Southern
wealth, and Southern patriotism were adoquute to a task
Unfold more didicult, if properly led; and if they are, or
have been, forced to look with anxiety fur foreign help,
the fault lies only with those who paralysed our arms.

TJCXAS.;[Correspondence of the Richmond Dispatch.]
. Gai.v»*rejr, Pec. 7,1881.

Irwttlrient Mail Facilities.Abundant Crops.Fleasard
IVoither.Martial Spirit.The Tuition of our Force:.
The City of Gahx'im.dbc.
Having' but a moment of leisure, I have thought a few

items of news m if lit not be uninteresting to you, though,
I must confess, the thermometer at an almost unvnrynig
bright, since September excites sumo fear of reaching a
respectable length of epistle.
You scarcely And out many occurrences from a point as

distant as this, especially so isolated by the craziest mall
arrangements that the world evpr saw. 1 hositato to
venture on news by mail, foaring lest battles may be
fought, victories won, and our own armies snugly quar
tered in New York and Boston ere this reaches you.
Texas, you know, is now, in territory, the Empire Slate

of the confederacy, and having in hor Legislature, within
the last few days, rescinded tho law by which she granted
so much of her north and northoasi to the old Union, she
r» III ovvu IVCUIUQ IUB |/l V^UJ liVUD VI UJW VI MIC UJ> WtVUB

of the earth.
From the Sabine to the Rio Grande the crope were nerer

ao abundant; and strange to tell, though for Are years
past tBo corn has been almost a failure, this year it is almosttoo largo, and if aha had transportation she could furnishvast supplies for our armies. The cotton crop ia a
good one.not from the luxuriance of the plant, aa it
shows the ravages of the worm, but because they have
the moat delightful weather in which to save It; but so
long as the blockade continues It yields the planter
nothing; and though it is their chief wealth, they would .

rather burn it than send a bale of It away, or suffer it to
fall into Yankee hands. A small party has been
anxious to send aome overland to Mexico, and
ship from Taiuptco to England, professedly but sound
and almost universalaaotimeat Is against it, tor it ia well
^nown there are some Yankees here yet, whe are willing ]
at any hazard to enrich themselves, If not advantage the
North. ,Within a few days tbo Governor has prohibited the
atoriug of cotton or removal from the plantations.

I have never seen such lovely weather. The doors and
windows have nardly bean closed this winter, and there
has not been a respectable norther to necessitate the
building of a lire.
The Governor baa within tbo last weak

called out the mihtla. The State. though
late waking up, will contribute her share In this war.
Every man is mounted or armed after a fashion. The
very children have canght a martial spirit, and daah over
the prairies most wildlv on their mustanxs. Comnanies.
battalions ant regiments of cavalry, artillery and Infantryare forming and concentrating In various portions
of the Stale. Among these force# I mrat mention a
mounted regiment of Texas lancorf. the only ono in tho
confederacy, under the command of Colonel Q. W. Carter,
formerly of your Stale, but now President of Soul j University,or tlii.-s State, it It a most formidable body of
inen, armed with lances, ahot-guna and revolvers, and
many of them incredibly expert in their use.
Much excitement prevail# et this particular

erdtit as to what the Llncolnites purpoeo
ere. The Santoo, the blockading vessel, la lying ofT

about Are miles", and there are reports of transports In
the vicinity. 1 had a distinct view of three othgr vaasels
last evooing in my ride along the beach, but thought one
at least w is a small schooner captured some time since.
Oenerai Heb»rat, a most accomplished officer, ts indefatigableiu having everything prepared for their reception.The citizens are leaving and shipping everything
of value into the interior.
Our forces are occupying positions at each end

of the railroad bridge feeding from the island
to the Virginia point on the main land,and can boast of fortifications as beautiful and formidable
ua any of the same extcut in the confederacy. . II the
< n-iiny attempts to land on the island they will be met by
our torcae, and Walveston Island will take rank in history
witii Manassas and other fields for fierce and successful
flgbtUig. If they attempt to bring their vosscls into the
bay they wilt nw»t with difficulties they little expect.
fialvrston Island is thirty miiea long. Ihe city has

about 10,D00 inhabitants, and is the handsomest town iu
Texas. There are six newspapers published here, ten

I churches and several large hotels. The private houses are
mostly of wood and painted white. The streets ere wide,
sit night and rectangular, bordered by flower gardens.
If we except the Strand, on many of the etreeta the
outer edges of tlio sidewalks are bordered by beautiful
hedges of oleander.
There is e railroad from this place to Houston, end

steamboats making regular trips to the interior. There
is no danger of invasion here. The enemy can't make
the trip by lend or water. One company of rangers, by
their pecullnr mode of fighting, could demolish a regimentof Yankees In a march or one hundred mll-s. I
have no doubt if they attempted to come, five or
six hundred cow lwye, with en aptness peeuliar
to their profession, could stampede a thousand bead of
cattle over them. I regard the cattle alone as a natural
defence of the State. *

I wish I could send you the frnltapf our second crop of
vegetables, cabbage, beans, tomatoes end potatoes. It la
too warm to write.

KRXTUCKY.
Special Correspondence of tho Richmond Dispatch.]Namrnxa,Dec. 27,1M1.

me Mainiy of ik on'my.increment j-repara'ton By Ike
Corftieralej.Centra) Bitll'i Offer of Battle.Ko Attack
Mltected on Batchng Groat.General flijrfi Brigade, Be.
The activity displayed by ths enemy a lew days
Mr Ureea river, threatening apparently Bowling Green,
baa rMiltod la nothing but to cause us to strsngthMi oar
position more, end to tnekn greater preparations to meet
him. When the report came first of the immenee force
of the federals. estimated as high as sixty to aeventythousand meo. prepared to march on Bowling Green, and
as a large column of It baring crossed to this side of
Greea river, some uneasiness was relt. We hollered that
General Johnston, with Inferior numbers, could whip the
euemy.but felt that against such odds the accidents
and chances of war might place our brave army in
a trying or critical situation. No one doubted that
a battle, under such eircumrtancea, would bs m<*t
dsspeiate aud Moody. We might have loat tbo-iaaudfl of
the best and brarset men without producing any other
result than that of successfully defending ourselves. Hut
the enemy has not had ooura.e to advanra beyond
Green river. A (ergs portion of the force that rroared to
this side has recroesed. General Bnall Is making him««lf
as famous by Ula tnarchse and counter marches as the
ancient king who marched up the hill and (hen marched
down again.

All the excitement that existed a few davs since, In
anticipation of s battle, has died away, ft wag my
opinion, as *pressed In tha Ohpatch, that there would
net be any grest battle on that field, notwithstanding tha
demonstrations mads bv (be stiemy and blustsr by ths
Northern press. I need not repeal the argument I
made. Facta ehow my reason were well fouodod.
G neral Hoell would have accepted battle had General
Johnston been foolish enough to have ottered It, with half
the force r.f the enemy and boforo their tMrenchmcDts.
Hi* n"t lt.»re we should utiempt to force our way to
lex ill*ton, Frankfort end the Ohio. The time ha*
pa* i-1 for *urh a movetn' nt, unless we cen drew off
the iinn.otw federal »rtny there to aoae other point.
A'.thongli I 'have no Idea the federal* will pronufte to
mat. b on Bowling Given, still we nro much Wtior preparedto receive tliem now, and there la lee* cause for
unoesltvs thnn there was wbu they threatened to do
ao a few daya ago.
General Floyd's brigade la expected In Nashville today,rn route for Kentucky. The people aro pr. paggd to

give a hearty welcome to thle noble en a. No troops
have done eit' r or arrffored more In the war than Geu.
Floyd s. Tho number of (he brigade and It* destination
la uot made public. Wherever It goee it will do good
aervlco .It might bo rendered moot efficient In cooper*
tlon with Zolliciflbr and Marshall In amovomcnt towarda
Islington and Frankfort. The line of communication to
Nashville by way of Bowling Green la well defended. The
actlvo catupe.gn ahould be In the Blue Gra*a region eud
nioet populous part o( Kentucky.

Hop. .It* cntiiine to come in, which appear well founded,that General Crittenden, with twelve thousand fo lorale,la threatening nopkloavlHe. It le ate tod that (hi*
forre I* divided Into three column*, to march from Clin
ton. Greenville and Mhdiaonville at the same time. ColonelJackson's command la united with that if Crittenden.General Clark la near Hopkineville, with three
thousand to four thousand troop*. These I* great excitementin ,that section of the State. Great numbers of
Kontuckiane were docking to the Confederate ling with «

whatever arm* they had or could And, while other* were
moving tholr atock and other property imtier South.
We shall hear soon, probably, of d**;<er*te fighting In the 1
neighborhood of Hopkineville. J
The recent fire here in the ordnance stores of the Confederategovernment I* I*** disastrous than it wse supposedu> be at flr*t. It will not be of so mnch Ike..nrenlei.eeto (he service. No doubt I* entertained now or It

being the work of an Inoeadlry. A thorough, the gh

I

fctton is f'ng on « to ths cstiM. Ths
liy authorities ars pUcUiy ths city tutUsr an silkiest
surd.

MCGkLLANEOUS items.
[From ths KichiuouJ Distich of Jaa. 2. J

Columbia,8. C., Jau. 1,1M2.
All (he Yankee prisoners from Charleston, including

f)l. Corcoran, arrived here this afternoon In e speoiaT
ram. They were met »t thedepot by the llebel Guard
f thie city olid conducted to jail.

M'CI.KLLAN AND THE LINCOLN CONOBKSH.
It la currently reported that a movement le on foot hi

ho Washington Oongreaa to auperaefle Qen. Md lellan by
he Massachusetts lawyer, Natbmlel P. Banke. They
cmpluin that McOlellan la too atnw, and they waiitacomnandorwho will reei»>ud to the popular clamor for au
nward movement. The Yankees have been eight months
imaged in the work of sub) gatmg the South, but ere
till as far from accomplishing their purpoae aa they were
t the outset. We do not wonder, therefore, at their
inpatience.
TUK Bl ltKENDJtR OF MKfiSRS. MASON AND BLISBUU
A despatch received in official quartern atataa that the

Iiltlinore .SV» of December 30 ptbliahea Sewa d's comum(cation to Lord Lyons releasing Messrs. Mason and
ilidel) Tho wily abolition Secretary says they are yielded
o claims intrinsically just and in confoimlty with Amsrlandoctrines.

THH GEORGIA TKOOPfl.
The General Assembly of Gcoigia has passed an act

lUthorlzing all volunteers and otic r troops in the service
row that State to vote at all elections, without reference
o the place where they may be in service at the time of
luch elections.

RR-KNI.JSTMSNT OF TROOPS.
We feel perfectly justified In saying, from information t

n our potuoesion, that fully seven-eights of the Virginia,
roopa now in service will re-onliat when their preeent
urnw expire.
LRKIVAL OF A VESSEL FROM HAVANA AT MOBIU.
A ahooner arrived at Mobile-, Alabama, on the 27th

tit., from Havana, bringing a cargo of ooflbo, sulphur*
nedicinee, Ac. The blockading fleet saw her as she came
uto jiort, but couldn't catch her. Good seamanship and
food pilotage brought her through.

THE WAR ON TUK SBACOA3T.
We take the fallowing. from the Charleston M'reury of"

the30th nil.'.
Although matters are ge'ting quite brlak along the

telgliboi ing coast, there does not scrm to be thut imminenceof batlle wbi< h was behoved, a few days ago, to
exist. On Saturday Major Ceuvrai Lee and staff visitod
Brigadier General Kvans* military district, and spent
the entire day with thd hero of the "Stone Bridge" and of
U-osburg, making observations in that quarter. The
enemy'a gunboat* aro still in sight of White Point, hut
It is bcli-tod that this p<Jut of the inland communleatlon
baa beeu occupied by the enemy for the purpose of more
sltbcluully blockading us. Tho Yankees believe that our
I'murn Is-loners and many vul'iable cargoes have found
exit in this direct! '0. Ono ol their amusements consists
in shelling tho residences <>f tho planters on both sides of
the stream, an! if their practice wan even tolerable much
property would thus be destroyed. But, fortunately*
their gunnery is so bad that us many as twenty sheila are
Bometimcs fired at a large hot s : before "a hit" In made.
Another less expensive game is (he killing .of cattle with
long range rifles, and then senUI g the barge ashore with
an armed party to recover (be' spoil*. '

On Bunday morning two of tbo enemy's gunboats approachedWhite Point, and after firing soveral shells at
General Evans' pickets retired.
The iteamor Planter ran out to sea n short distance on

Sunday afternoon to reconnoitre, and encountered one of
the blockading steamers. A number of sh its wore exchanged.Those of the enemy fell short, but one of the

shotsfrom the Planter is believed to have token effect.
This piobably accounts for the h iavy firing which wan
heard yesterday afternoon.

It was mentioned on tho street yesterday that the enemy'sgunboats had been sounding ijtono Inlet and planing
buoys in the channel.
At (Ration No. 2, as elsewhere on the Charleston and

Savannah Railroad, everything weara a busy aspect, and
(he soldiers are very anxious for a brush with the Vankt#s.
This port was blockaded yesterday by a steamer, n a

bark and a schooner, the last supposed to be s merchant
nan.

THE SIEOE OF MATAMORAS.
Failure »f Negotiation* Ar Feaee.Meet-
lag of Caravajal and Oanla»VHlua> *

' turn* of tit* Rival CKleftaln* Tit*
Arbitration of Sword and Fire.Baralngof a Portion of the Doomed Cltjr* .

dnu, Re., dte.
The Browne villa (Tests) Flag of the 5th Inst, furnishes

the following additional particulars relative to the siege
of Matarnores >.
The firing of the night of Wednesday, the 37th ef November,was unproductive of serious result*, further

than tho destruction or more projierty. On Thursday
morning, the 28th, a truce was establisned on account of "

the news of a war between Spain and Mexico. Toe Fiog
says

i:oth forces Involuntarily thought and suggested a
i omoroinise of local diffeiences, in presence of Ihe great
rational danger, and through the mediation of Major
Fairfax Uray, P. S. A., acting under instructions from
Lieutenant Colonel Uucnel, of Fort Brown, an interview
was arranged between the contending chiefs.
However, after sundry notes back and forth,

the conference came to a dead halt under the following
ultimatums, which were respectfully submitted:-r*rCARJVAJAJ.

1. That a general aran- s.y should be proclaimed by
Governor serna to all bit*, the chie.sot the opposite oarty,
who were to be subject to such a prosecution as the law
officer* might wage.

2. Thai tho city of Matamoras was to be unconditionallysurrendered.
*Y OARTIA.

1. That Caravajal should withdraw hi* force* to Raynose,and that a truce ahould he concluded until the
d'tpute could be referred to tho got eminent at the city
of Mexico, both parties agreeing to abide by tbe decision
of tbe national government.

2. Or, that Garcia would surrender the city, providad
that lie, as a national officer, should be allowed to march,
out witb all his troops and equipment.

8. That both parties should set aside the late election,
hate-eg thA>M*alnoa *A I* hi/in K17 lit* P.iatllt ftf SttAI K**

The diplomats having thus come lace to face with plain
ami sensible propositions, the negotiation only required
the yees and nays, and thereapen neither party would
yield his ground, for in d'tng .so he waa bound to
give up everything. The conference ended right
then and thero, just as we thought it wonld; for the disputebetween Garcia and Carava. al teems to ua to be one
of 111'# and death, politically speaking, and sancot be compromised.
During the conference Oencrala Garcia and. Caravnial

met, Major Gray and Lieutenant Xeale being present.
Both parties discussed the dispute with earnestness and
seeming honesty; but what was said we cannot report, an
the Ma.or and Lieutenant kept away from the bearing of
the parties, test they ahold bo>'uifc> I upon to decide many
delicate little points, whoro thty night have offended one
party or the other. Major Gray is a lawyer and a man of
the world, therefore particularly discreet in such matter*.
When (he conference, came near its termination, withoutany favorable result, Gen. (Vaiajil very earnestly

remarked that he had two peace makers who would not
dirter, sod that ho should proton to argue the dispute
with cannon balla and torches, and that he weald kill and
burn until the cltj was reduced.
Friday, at the appointed hour, the eonfernme broke

up, the white flag was pulled down, end tSaartiaan
banners rsiaed upon the fortifications again. The fight
was to be resumed, and sure enough the guas warnopenedat the appointed time. The shots were slowly
(OUttVTW, «UW»fW, BHU '"WW W. III.

tton was stayed. ftiarpnbootars ware the only pwUM
engaged in the flght.andfbr nU the timga done, limy
might harn aavad their trouble, too. .

Friday night the throat of Caravajal wee terribly
realised.for the boriaoawaa broadly illuminated by the
lurid light which aacended from the bnrnlag buildings In
the doomed city. Away off from ue In the darkneea of
the distance the greedy flames and the Impalpable nnoke
gave tok' n ef the fearful work of destruction, and ae we
aw the forked tongue of the biasing conflagration licking
up and smearing itt victims before it, swallowed bouses
and wealth, our eyea turned away in sorrow that man
kind ahould be tbue cruel and vindictive.
From Friday night up to Thursday night, the time

when the Flag cioeea tte report, no change occurred In
the r*lat:ve poaittonn of the combatants, except that on

Sunday it waa reportad thai Caravajal had been rainforcedby Oeneral Martin Sayas.who alao brought Cara,
vnJal a considerable amount of money. General Benevidee* as also reported to bo on tbe way to reinforce
Garcia. Of tbo truth of these reports, however, nothing
is certainly known, except that Carnvnial did reoelvo
some money. On the night of Thursday, tbo 4lh, a tor
rible furlUde was heard, but tha result of It had nel
transpired.
Th Flag gives the following additional list of house*

daatroyed .
The hmia* of Don Jesus Libra: the house of Mom

Etlrnno Bros., with its stock of merchandise; the roe
tauraut of Joliu Mount, the house of Maduuie Kidder,
with all the fnruit'ire and goo'^f; two other houses lielouglngto Mr*. Kidder, opposite to her residence; the
roldeace of Oil. Macedonia Cnpl.trnn, the reeidonceef
Col. Jov ijulntana; sod one other, whose owner w* did
not ascertain, together with some small sheds In the
Suburbs.

roller or Tits Mt-muitnt.
As to the future p<licy of Die chiefst the Ha§ says >.
We loam (hat Caravajal ha* relinquished tba pro,act of

taking the town hy assault, and lien decided to strengthen
hi* in. s around the plaza, and, h.tv.ng hla enemies Uom
mad in, he intend* to cstabll! h a government all around
lham and than wait for t:ma to win the light. Ha will
Inaugurate muni i|w| atnl Hlate authority In that part of
tho town ovar which ha has control, and, with hia own
police, carry on tho government Juat aa though there was
no surli *|k>» «s the plaza. To do this he Intends to build
bullet pr»of walla across the streets leading from the
plaza, behind which he will mount guards suiDclont to
chock the enemy froui getting out. This done he intends
to establish s < ust»m Iloate, as usual, at tlis river, and
then op >n a road so that travel can puraue its legitimate
channels between Matamors* and the country It wilt
then ho a matier of delay only how long he will be left
>nt of the plaza, for time will wear out the garrison. The
Bidders say thnt they are willing to this proceeding, for
hey have nothing to loee but everything to gain by delay,
rhetr friends are rallvlne man and means in tha talerter,
iiol that by the time their r nil >n omaiits oome along
hmr^)nl'e troope will have become dlssatisOcd and
rtU dseert. Change Is the groat focnltyof the Mexican,
mil many revolutions have been successful among them
ty the simple pertinacity of one or the other party.

muMiotri.

Facts worth krowiVo.that dr. torus' vb
netlan f.lnlment cures instantaneously ChronieRken,

ost'sm, Headache, Toolhaehe, Croup, Dors Throats, Ootleindpains of all kinds. The ah* i * Is a candid MalesMnt e<
ehat Tohlas' Venetian Llnltricnt will do, and any person,
iftcr pur. beting a betlle, tnd l,tiling no relief iherefrom,
sill bare their mone j . < 111s>« I 11 sget
IruMiete.


