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WHOLE NO. 9286,

BRILLIANT OPERATIONS AT ROANOKE ISLAND.

'IMPORTANT NEWS.

The Capture of Roanoke Island

Fully Confirmed by the Rebels.

TERRIBLE FIGHTING.
fhree Hundred Rebels Killed
and One Thousand Wounded,

P

THE ENTIRE REBEL FLEET DESTROYED

ELIZABETH CITY TAKEN.

e

The Place Burned by
the Rebels.

Two Thousand Rebel Prison-
ers Taken.

e

Anvzuce of the Union Troops
on Edenton.

B

OFINIONS OF THE REBEL PRESS,
&e., &e., &e.

We learn by the flag of truce which arrived at For.
tress Monroe on 8

day of the pl of the

Burnside expedition at Roanoke Island,
Tho island was taken p ion of and C dore
Lynch's fleet completely destroyed. Thres hundred
rebels were killed and ded, and two tl 1 taken

prisoners, Scercely any escapod.

Elizabeth City was attacked on Sunday snd evacnated
by the inhabitants. The city was previously burned,

The first news of the defeat arrived at Norfolk on Sun-
day afternoon, and d great it The pre.
¥ious news was very satis{aclory, staling that the Yan-
kees hal been allowed to advance for the purpose of
driving them into a trap.

The rebel force on the island is supposed to bave been
only a little over three t) d eflicient fighting men,

Genernl Wise was ill st Nag's Head, and was not pre-
sant durlug the engagement. When the situation be-
came dungerous he was removed w Norfolk,

All the gunbrats but one were taken, and that escaped
up & creek, and was probably aiso destroyed.

One report says that only seventy and snother that
only twenly-five of the rebels escaped from the
faland,

Genera! Huger tolegraphed to Richmond that cnly ity
30 the jsland escaped,

There appears to be 0o bright side of the story for the

THE REBEL DETAILS.

The following dospatches on the subject are taken from
the Richmond papers of Tuesdny morning:—

Norvorx, Feb. 10, 1662.

The latest news states that Captain 0, Jonn ing® Wsa,
#om of Governor Wise, was shot through the bip and dis-
shled, though his wound was pot mortal. Major Lawson
and Licutenant Miller were mortally wounded, Abowg
three hundved confederates were killed.  Our wounded
mumber  cter ome thowsand. The number of Yaukeos
woutded is about the same. Midshijman Camm Las
bad un arm shot off. The other cacualtios are as yoi un-
Feportad,

A late w rival this morning says that Elizabeth City had
becn aliclled and burned by the Yankees, and thay the
snemy was puehing on to Edenton,

BECOKD DESPATCH,
Norvoix, Fob. 10, 1862,

A rumor has prevailed that Cummodore Lynch's fleet
of gunboats bad beon captured. i is pot regarded as
true, bul i@ is Lelieced that all were Lurmed by the con-
federaten to prevent their capture, with the exception of
one, which was endeavoring to muke iis escape. The
fieet went to Elizabeth City from Rosnoke Island, and
‘was probably burned at the fofmer point,

cupewe  THIRD prratcs,

Nouroux, Feb. 10, 1862.

A courier arrivad here thin afternoon at four o'clogk,
and brought tho intelligence that Elicabeth City was
burned this morning by ils inhabitanty. During the con-
flagration the federals landed a large force. All our gum,
Doals excepting one were caplured by the enemy.

General Wise had not yet arrived at Neorfolk, -

THE VERY LATEST.

The fMilowing * very latest” we eopy from ihe
Norfolk Day Book :—

[From 1he Norfolk Day Book, Feb. 10.)

It is sald that the enemy eame up in their boals on the
nouth side of the island, and by means of thoir boat how,
jleers effecied & landing im fha rear of eur balleries, and
that after lanting about 8fteon thousand on all parts of
the iwland, they marched fup and flanked tho batterier.
1t is alno reporied that, ootwithstandiog our small fores
of twenty-ome hundred men against about fifteen thou.
mand, on some parta of the island (he resistance wan of
the most desperats pature, and a baod-to-hand contest
lasted for A conmiderable time, showiog (he most desps.
wate courage. This is sald to have boen the case particu-
mrly with the Richimond Blues, under command of Cap
fain O. Jennings Wise., Captain Wise, we loarn, fell
- Bravely urging bis men on.

[From the Norfolk Dey Book, Feb. 11.]
A eourier arrived here yesterday afternoon about three
| ®'clock, from whors we gether the following Informa
| gion =—

The enemy advanced in full force upon Elirabeth Cily
yesterday wbout eeven o'clock, and begian an attack upon
hal place. The cilticens, finding registance vain, evacualod
the place, but before doing so sef fire to the bown, and when
our informant 1/t was still in flames.

‘We have also te record the capture by the enemy of
all our little Boet, except the Fanny or Forrest—our in-
formand in not cortain which. This eluded the onemy
ana made up Pasquotank river. She was pursued, how
ovor, and fears are entertalnsd thak she was captured
Tt is unid that before our boats surrendersd they were
abandoped, and that their crews succeeded in waking
their escape. If 80, we are al & loas Lo conjecture why
ibe boats were not fired before they were abandonsd,

The disaster to our liitle fleet is atiributed to the fack
that, having exbausted their supply of coal and sheir

itioa, they | ded Lo Flizabath City for the
purpose of ebtaining s supply. Every effort was made
to obtain coal, but without suecess, and the bhoats could
‘mot, therefore, return to the imland and Jend suy sesint-
ance whatever 1o eur forces.

All the detaile, as priblished  with reference to the eap-
fture of Roanoke Ixland, are couflirmed by the courier, who
represents our loss at three hundred killed and woundad,
sud that of the enomy not less than one thourund killed
irest bavoe wan made nmomg the ensmy while eoming
ap the road leading to the fort, Our forces brought to
Sear upon them two thirty two pounders, and st cvery
“ire their ranks were terribly thinnod. The places of the
nilen, bowever, ware quiekly dlled,

The Pork Point battery was manned by the Richmond
fuen, and mosy Bobly did they defend it During the
onflict thay were aitacked by & whole reglmont of
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thelr ground, They did mot yield & foot until all bub
seven of Lhem hiad Tallen bieeding to the ground.

There is good reasen bo bolieve thal had Colonel Henningion,
with hig artiliery, been on the wload, it would not hace Loen
Sorced to purrender. The lack of fleld pleces was sadly
folt, and Bued they been ab hand perhaps the enemy
pever would have been able to have landed thoir forces.
Colouel Hennisgsen bad corders, we understand, to re-
port at Roanoke lsland; bul by some misunderstanding
homintook Elizabeth City for hin place of destination.
Captain Taglor, of this city, is represented as having
dintinguishiiug himeelf for bis coolness and bravery. e
fought the enemy like & tigor, and not an inch of grouud
was yielded by him withoul ite being well disputed.

In addition to the above thers are many romors we
might give, but as they are nothlug more than romors
we prefer withbolding them.  Among them, however, s
one worthy of vutice—that General Wise bad been shot
while on bis way lo an ambulance. The statement,; wo far
a8 we hinve bagn able 1o learn, I8 untrus.  We can only
account (or 1L by suppor.og that the name of the General
was confounded with that of hin son, who was reporied
among the killed.

ADDITIONAL PARTICULARS.
[Epecial cerrespondence of the Rich d Dispateh.)
Nowrork, Feb, 10, 1862
With inexpressible sorrow I announce (he fall op
Roanoke Iifand, aftor a apirited aud heroie resisianes by
our brave troopn.  This ocenrred belween iwelve and
two o'cluck oo Saturday, and (he mews was received
hera with every lndlention of regeet and indignation,
We gather the following partioulars from & young man
from the Rickmond Dlues, who participated in tha fight,
ewcaped in & wmall | boat and  rowed to Nag'e
Head, where ho. was flakep up by oma of onr
gunboats aond  Lrought to thie eity, Me W an
intelligent lad, &nd 1 believe & wmom of your
Postmaster, The enomy's ships, he ways, opened
fire ou our baterios, st Romnoke Island, aboul
goven o'clock In the morning, and kept up an
ineessant fira uutil peven oclock i the eve
ning, doing, bowever, but Tittle injury 1o the inland.
Abetit nine o'clock the next duy (Saturday), the Ilessinun
were allowed to land on o point to the east of Roanoke
[lamd, where they marched upon that point.  The
booring of beavy carnon (o the distarce beralded the
enemy'n aprroach. Our hrave troops prepared to mest

ouaves, and though complelely overpowered, they stood

them, suppoving thelr numbers to ba aboul 5000,

Gradunlly the sounds came pearor and nearer,and the
khoil eame thick aod fast over our intrenchments. Con-
filent of their own strongth, our troops moved rapidly
forward, when, in & few ,the ball opened snd
tbe terrific contost ensued. Eravely did our boys stand
up to the overwhelming forees of the enemy,and not
till nearly every man was dead or wounded did they
leave their stand. Nothing remained but relreat,
which our men did, constantly turning and giving them
a shot. Finding it uscless to hold the island under
wuch overwhelming numbers, the order (o relreat
from the lwland was given, and our remaining troops
rotired, leaving their stromghold in \he baods of the
anemy.

It will be & pleasure hersafler (o reoord om (he page
of history the herole fortitude of our gallant troops.
Nobly and well did Captain O. Jeonings Wise, of your
city, siand np with his men to the ferce encounter,
when, suddenly, he was abot through the wide and in-
stantly fell. Une of his men asking bim If be was moch
hart—''Not mueh,’” said be,*'but Aght them yot.”! He
was borne from the scose of action o & blanket, About
200 of our brave boys fell, and mearly all Me rest were
wither wonnded or taken prisoners. The enemy's losa i
lail down st 1,000, Feur of their ships were sunk, they
doing but little damage (o any of our boats. Commedore
Lynch snd other parts of our fees did noble pervice, his
ship baing smong the firel Lo open fire on the smemy's
ahipping, At last accounts they were in pursait of Com-
modors Lynch,

In the midst of this terrible struggle it will be regresied
that General Wise was ssricusly Indisposed at Nag's
Head, Both e and his son are expected here to-day. 1
ami werry to kay that but very few eseaped from Caplain
Wine's compuny. Large quantities of smmunition were
gavod by dur troops.  The women, children and a number
of negroea are reporisd now on their way (e eur eity.
Tha enomy will be successfully chocked from getting pos
wvmion of our railrond in that vicinity., Active prepara.
‘Lionwe have been made hare regarding this digaster, which
it may be imprudent for me to montion. The news fel
upen the earm of our eitizens with fearfal significance.
Many would dare shut their eyes againet the fact had not
dresd convietion eomo so direcl. Every mau was ay
hie poxt, snid our deparimenis bere wore engaged
m mouding despatches 1o the varous cockn puente,
The alaer ity with which every oMoer oxacnted hie orders
# o Cheme of public praiwe, md especial praise i« due (o
the Young Guned, of our city, for (heir gervices on the

cocanion, AL s very late beur military movemenis were
guingon, and everyihing s in great excilement,
Nowrowx, Feb, 10, 1862

Toe inteliigrnce of the derperaie and unequalied con-
test at Hoanoke Isiand, and its result, have doubiless
reached you by telegraph. Of course this ia the prinei-
pal subjoet of conwversation bers. Cousidering all the
eircuinatances sttending the fight, a more favorabie ter-
miuation of the affair could scarcely have been sxpeciod
by those eompetant 1o judge. Our force on the sland st
the time of the attack wea but small in comparison
with the hesvy aud numerous fores of the spemy. OF
the bravery and gallant eonduct of our iroops
too much can  scarcely be said in eommanda-
tion. That they wore overpowsred by greaily superior
numbers, afier dighting with & recklessness and despera’
tion never surpassed, (s s fact already established, and
which will be placed upon the truthful pages of hisiory.

1 send you herewith such particulars of the battio as I
have best able to gather. A trus account cannot be
given now, We koow enough 1o eause adeep sigh of
grief for ihe brave men slain, sud the gallant soon of Lhe
South, who are now captives in thim eruel war—of
homes rendered desolate, of hearts wrung with anguish
and ties of love and friendship wsevered. DBut who be-
liaves, excopt the deluded and revengeful Yankees, that
the Bouth will ever yisid 4o them? —thal the great cause
of Soutbern liberty, and honor , and hamanity is nod still
onward?

True, the pews comes that the hospitable town of
Elisabeth City has been shelled and buroed, and that the
vandal bordes are desolating the ph 4 piacen of
the Sound comrd.  Dub they eanpol go far into the
interior, and he day s coming when Lhesa
Northerr mmions shall be driven Theck In dis-
grace to their mbospitable and barren soil

General Wise, though slil) sick, e, T learn, on bis way
to thin eity. Captain O, Jeouings Wice wan dangerously
wounded,  Major Lawaon, Lisutenant Miller and Captan
Colen, are reportod among the killed. Fhe suemy lost in
killed and wounded one thousand ; our loss thires hundred,
bewicles more fhan fwo thousand prisoners. We must be
peryedl for a vignroes resistance, and Providenos will as-
mirt o am Berotofore o thee canse of boner, and truth,
and Luman rights.

OPINIONS OF THE REBEL PRESS8,

[Feom the Riehmond Examiner, Fob. 11|
The Jors of ao- enbire army on Roanoke Island & cer-

ininly the most painful event of the war. Tho inbelli
gence of yeaterday Ly telegraph is fully comfirmed.
Twenly-five hundred brave troops on an island in the
sea wore exposed to all the force of the Burnside Oeel
They resisted with the moss Jdetermined age; but

Captam Miram B Dickinson, of the former, and Unplain
Gue. Wallace, of the latter, reported captured by the
enemy, are well knowan citizens of Richmond, Lieuten-
ant Miller, of the Jackson Guard, is said to bo mortally
wouuded. Major Hugh W, Fry, whe is among the prison-
er#, has many friends here, who regret bis misfortune,
but whbo are proud to believe that he sustaiced himsolf
gallantly io the fight, and the same romark applies to
Frank Jubnetan, of the Blues, a8 brave a young man as
ever shouldered a muskel.

The telagraph informs us thatl our killed and wounded
amounts (o 300, while that of the enrmy reaches 1 000. The
reader will find some furtber particulars of the afkir o
our Norfolk papers, from which It appears that the in-
famous scroundrels have shelled and burned the pleasant
tttle town of Elizabeth €lty, and are threatening Hien-
ton. Their oparations in that quarter, bowever, will ba
limited; and ingtead of depressivg the epirite of our peo-
ple, sich acte of vandalism will serve to make them
more determined , and rouse them to thrice vigorous re-
BlRtance,

Parzonally we regret the loes of our accomplished cor-
respondent “*Bobamian,” whose letters from the Potomac
and othier points have for some time past adorned the
columng of this paper. Dr. Shophordsen |8 well known
throughout the South, and in his captivity (which we
trust will be brief) Le bas the pympathy of a vast num”
ber of friends.

THE CAMPAIGN IN CADNOLINA.
[From the Richmond Dispatch, Fab. 11,)

Until within s day or two past, the capture of Roanoke
Iiland by Burnside was considercet a foregeme conclusion.
A tleet of nearly & bundred suil and an army of fifteon or
twenty thousand men, with guns and equipiments iu pro-
fusion, were estesmed oqual Lo the caplure ef any eéx.
posed piece of water bound lund like the island in ques-
tion. But the brave resisiavee offered for nearly two
duys by our troops, and the hopeful terms [n which they
epoke of their prorpects, led our people 1o believe that
the igland might be held. Is hus, bowever, been lost,
and we are compelled to resign ourselves Lo the conclu-
sion which & day or two of hupe—we confess cot strong
in our own case—had unsettled.

Burns!de hins Ianded, after & bard fight, on a seaboard
island, not as advanisgeously gituated, nor encompassaed
by es rich surroundings of country as Beaufort. His ob.
Ject |a supposed by somo 1o be Norfolk; but if we areto
believe the recent oulgivings of Northern journalg, his
leading purpose is to make s demonstration against the
Weldon and Wilmington Railread, with a view to cutling
our greatline of Southern communication. That thing
seems, for the present, to be the wspecial aim of the enemy i
every quarter. His movements in Westorn Kentucky and
Tennessee geem to have that aingle object for the present
in view; and it has been repeatedly declared by Northern

roals that Burnside's primary purpose is a demouxtra-
tion upon our railroad. It remaios to be ecen whother
such be his real degign, and with what success he will
prosecute it. The expericnce of Eherman in & similar
undertakiog may possibly be his own.

An assault upen Norfolk is the only object next after
this railroad enterprise, commensurate in importance
with the magnitude of the expedition. In such an under”
taking tho enemy’s veseels could be of litule direct use*
The water approaches to that city from Nerth Carolins
are 100 parrow, tortuous and ensily obstructed to admit
the use of vessels; and if the ememy sttempis a lsnd
attack the chancos im our favor of repelling him are
two or three to one. The reduction of Norfolk would po
the work of monihs, and could only be effected Ly o larga
increase of Burneide’s forcos, an incresse which the
Yackes exchequer 8 not able to afford for an

operation strelching through a protracied pe-
ried. Nofhing af all cam save (thelr Creasury,
and  nofhing kiep the war on foof bul

rapid eperatipns and desisive successes. Yet wo do not
geo wherein the Burnside expedition promises these re-
sulta moré unmistakably than Shermao's did, which
lunded ih November, nearly three months ago.

Meagurad by its cost to the enemy, not even the cap-
ture of Norfolk, If it could be effecied, would comipen
sate him for his outlays,and this at last i thotrue
siandard by which his successes should be estimated.
The Houth need net expoct, and cannot ratlonally ex-
pret, that these huge expeditioos, fitted onul at fmmens®
expense, should fall to effeet any achisvement. Fifteen
or twenty thousand men landed anywhere upon our sea
board must succeed in getting possession. It would be
idie to expect otherwise, and imbecile to be discouraged
by the fact, The true ideration is, whetlier such
succegses repay their cost,

Measurod by this standard, the achievements of the
Burnside expediiion are not likely to be very linportant,
Ats cost canwiot have beem legs, im the first instance, than ten
millions of dollars, and @1 charges every day arc al loast &
quarter of @ million. It has been thirty-ono days prose-
cuting its career to the point of capturiog Reanoke lsland,
& feat which bas cost the federal government soveral
millions, independently of the firss outlay in the entor-
prise, aod the losses incurred by the'storm. If the ex-
pedition abould succeed in capturing the whole Caroline
geaboard, and even a considerable slice of the country
besides, together with Norfolk, still the Gfteen or Lwenty
millions of federal money laid out in the whole aperation
would not be reimbursed by haif,

We are nok of thete who suffer discouragement from ocen-
rional siccesses of the ememy. They bave far overtaxe?
the resources of the North in bringing their prodigious
forces iuto the fleld. The effect may be to dumage us
considerably, but they are damaging themselvos much
more. The injury they inflick opon us is local and reme.
diable; that which they bring upon themselves in debt
and taxstion, (s gemeral, universal and enduring. They
have chogen a gigantic and expensive psogramme, which
must break down, and which mo successes, bowever
great, can compensate the cost of,

THE REBEL ISLAND AND,TOWNS.

ROAROKE ISLAND AND ITS AD AGES,
A few days ago we gave a brief description of Roanoke
Island, and pointed out the ) be derived from
it eapture and eecupation, m-_-yl, however, which
wo Iy before our readers thjs morning, of the briiliang
victory of the Union arme under Geseral Buroside and
Commodore Goldeborough, is of #o much iportance that
wa think it not out of place to give a -wgﬂnhd_m:-
count of the island and of the advantages which have
fallen into our hands by its eapture.

i ke Island is twelve miles long and threo miles

when Mfteen thousand federal troops wers landed
against them, retreal being cut off by the surrounding
slement, thpy were forced to surrender. This in & repe-
tition of the Hatteras affair on & large soals.

s ls reported that one regiment from Massachuseits
was badly eat up; but it is imposaible to ascertain which
of the five that were atiached to the expedition it was.

All the Souinern papers received to.day are unanimous
in admitting & complete victory to our troops, and In
saying thal the loss of the island is & very serious one,

The prisoners eapbared, numbering st least two thou-
sand, will arrive at Forirenn Monroe i s few dayn.

[From the Richmond Dispatch, Feb. 11.]
THK DISASTER AT ROANOKE ISLAND,

The exciting eccurrence at Roanoke Island, resulting
in a reverse 1o our arma, was the theme of eonversation
yesterday in the city, to the exclusion ef almost every
other topic. Tho fact that wome of our Richmond compa
nies were engaged in the Gght occasionsd an jntense and
painful snxiety, partiealarly among those who bad
friends or relatives among them, which eould
not be well concealed. 14 Is bul & short pe.
riod since the Wise ILogion, after am arduoud
and tollsome campaign in Western Virginia, lefi
hare for the coast of North Carclins, and theugh now
defeated jo one of the momt desparale eenflicta of ke
war, it (g at lesst consoling 1o know thal the mom fought
wilh determined bravery, against everwhelming edds,
and won for themaelves the proud appellation of beroes,
of which thair present situation esnnoy deprive them,
The Light Infaniry Bluea (Company A, of the Legion),
duto thelr organization as far back an the year 1703, and
numbar mmong Aheir bonorary members many of our
oldest aud moat veneratad citizesn. The history of the
pompany 18 #o well known that we need nol repeat
it here. Caplain  ©. Jenningse Wise wan elect
wd commander & short time befors the war
broke out, snd the corps was ene of the first
to respond to the enll of the couniry. Capiain
Wise e reported badly wounded , and Lieutenants Fred,
Carter aud Charles P, Pigger are tak#n prisoners, with,
it e presamed, a majority of the men. The Jackeon
Gusrd and the Light Guard, both attached to the Lagion,
wora enligted hece after 1he commencoament o thoe wa

wide, und is about fifty miles up Pamlieo Sound, It
wis said to be fortified by the rebels on the southern,
western and eastern shores, and defended with heavy
ordnance, and on the 12th January, when the rebels
learned of the arrival of Gon. Buruside at Hatteras Inlet,
they instantly commaeneed the construction of a battery
about midway of the island. Io addition to this they had
thrown up five forls, with an intrenched camp in the
contre, and bhad their works garrisoned by some five
thousand troops, in order Lo provent the passage of our
gunboats through the Croatan Sound—the enly commu-
nication with Albemarle Sound. Dut tbe chearing news
har now reached um of iheir being shelled out of their
strongholde by the pewerful Unien expedition which was
brought aguinst them , oonsisting of sevent-en gunboats
most powerfully armed with rified artillery , among which
ware & dozen miue-inch guns, two one bundred poander
rifled guns, four sighty pounders, and a largs number of
cight-inch ahell and thirty twe poundare.

The capture of Roanoke Inlemd s of much impors-
apce, inesmuch a8 it ecommands all the water
communication along the whole North Carolins roast, as
wallas & portion of SHoutheastern Virginia. Helng in
of i, we aro snabled to cut off all supplies by
water from Norfolk, so that hereafter the rebels will be
compelled to get their supplies wherever they can, and
®atirely by land; for Norfolk oan also be eut off here, an
also from the eoarse acrens Albemarle Sound northward
to the point whare the Pasquotank and North rivers
empty. Thers are iwo routes from this Jast point s
Norfolk--one by Pasquotank river, Dismal Swamp Canal
and wouth branch of Elizabath riyer, and the other by
the North river of Albamarie and Pamlico Canal, Curri.
taek Sound, the North river of Currituck, thy
upper  eut  of o Albemarle and  Pamiion
Canal, and  the  Elizgabeth river. During the
winter montha the first is passable for yemsels dra
about six feet of water, The Pasquotank river (s three
miles wide al ita mouth, snd gradually narrows wnii)
at Klizsabeth City it ia only about three hundred yards
wide.

Curril ok in about fifty miles long, ten miles widno, and
i navigabin for vessels drawing ten et of witer, Albe.
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