
MCMILLAN'S APPROACH ON THE REBEL CAPITAL.
The Rivers, Bridges, Bluffs, Swamps, Common Roads, Railroads and Canals Between West Point and Richmond.The Scene

of McClellan's , Operations.The Naval * Expedition Up the % James River.
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ttMTmOTIXO TH« COMMUNICATION BBTWXEN N*W
ORLEANS AND MOBILB.HOW IT WAS DON*.

We hare been furnished with the particulars of the

dMtructtoa of telegraphic communication between the
Cities of Mobil* and New Orleans.

II appears that oo ths sth mutant, after three compa
falee of the Ninth Connecticut regiment had landed at
JPeas Christian, It wa« dlaooverM that the Mayor of that
Ktown had hastily decamped to Shleldsboro (a town on

Khe mainland, Misatsatppi, on the w»st*rly tide of the
'Bay St. Louie, which pats inland from the Oulf), and
Vrom there was sending deepatchea ever the telegraph,
.a portion of which Is submarine, acro«s the Bay St Lonta,
>te Hew Orleans and Mobile, informing the rebel author!-
Wiee there of the action of the Union forces, and asking
¦or immediate reinforcements To destroy this mean* of

Aaommuatoation became a matter of necessity, and was

Wxm determined on. Mr. HasJitt and Mr. John 0 Or-

Wood, Master's Mates of the IUtieras, were placed la

1«ecnaeand of aa expedition, constating of seven Bailors

fTroai the flatteraa and six men and an orderly sergeant
Jtroaa the Nlatfc Oonnssticut, charged with the accoa-

pliahment ef the ieelred object.
i They immediately netted a rebel schooner near Pass
Christian aad aalled on their perilous adventure, bar tog
¦rat bum up oa her decks a fortification of cordwood,
designed to proteet the party from the shots of the rebel
¦sldlery who had repaired to Shleldsboro, thre* bun

.red aad fifty strong, armed wltb rifles and twelve six-

poaadar oaaaen, to protect the telegraph. The Bay St.
Ksxiie, at the potat oppoeite flhieldsboro, where the cable
Is submerged, la a mile and three-inartern In width.
Ala distance ef thrse quarters of amllafrom the Shields
feoro shore Is SB eld hulk, which had been funk for the

parpaae ef supporting the cable, and over tho
Mac* of whldh It crneaee H»re It wa< the
kittle party determined to sever the line. H*v-

itog arrived within s short distance of this

tjf \im am.MH Mttra bum u> theTOM-1

they cam* to anchor, lowered the boat they had pro¬
vided for the purpose, and,¦armed each with a rifle, oat-
lsuand revolver, pulled for the bulk. The rebels on

ahere. noticing this msnceuvre, now opened on them,
Bring very wildly with their cannoe, but making some

exoellent shots with their rifles, completely riddling the
small boat, but, fortunately, injuring none of the party.
Having reached the hulk, they at once commenced their
endeevora to sever tie cable, but found the job a re¬

markably tough one, as the inflated > able had an outer

covering of flve colls, of live eighths iron, of so hard a

character that their axes were almost worthless after
havingbeen used on it for a short time. At last, bow-
ever, they succeeded, and, as If in defiance of the rebel

shot, which wsreall the while playing round them, they
then a««ended the quarter deck of the hulk, raised the
"Hare and Stripes, fired a volley at ths secesb, and gave
three hearty cheers ft>r the Union. This was responded
to by a perfect shower of bullets from the rebels but
noae of our party were hurt. Having accomplished the
object of their expedition, they fastened the severed
cable to the stem sheets of their small boat and towed It
into the middle of the bay, where they *unk It.thus
most effectually breaking the telegraphic communication
between the two principal cities ef RebeMom on the Qulf
.oast.
Commander Rmmens, of the HaMeras, In a communica¬

tion to the Navy Department at Washington, says of this
small but gallant expedition, that It "most gloriously suo-

oeeded, Id spite of a he%vy Ore of musketry and sli-
poundshot, in cutting the t«legraphic communication
between Mobile and New Orleans,"
The importance of this brilliant aflfcir can Imrdly be

overrated,not only as displaying ths determined bravery
of tfce I "a ion sailora and soldiers, bateonduclng se great¬
ly to tbe progress of the Union cause by ths Gulf expe¬
dition.
We recollect seeing In the Mobile papers published

since the taking of Pass Christian complaints that the
telegraph line between that city and New Orlean* had
"suddenly ceased working." The cause of that cessa

lira m now full/ appwent.

The Treatment of the Tucarora In
land.

TO THX EDITOR OP THI HERALD.
L'wrrao Stat*Blum Tiscahoiu , 1

Aixncm*a, April 2,1802. J
I observe In the papers an extract from the Ixmdoo

It met io reference te the departure of thia ship from the
waters of Southampton and In connection with my du-
tiea there. The veracious1 'Southampton correspondent"
nayi that "the delicate dutlee ef Captain Patey were

performed to the satisfaction of both Captain Pegram and
Captain Craven." I beg leave to state that so far aa I
am concerned there ia ne truth In this "correspondent,"
who 1 have reason to believe la In rebel ample?.
Tho fact la that In mj last interview with Captain

Gharles Patey, R. N.,I told him he had not observed
good faith with me, and had I .known as much at the
time as I subsequently learned I might hsvs said some¬

thing disagreeable to him.
I have no doubt he gave satiafaetlon to the pirate Pe-

gram, whose escape In the Nashville was manage*! aa

follows:.
On the 28tb of Jeuuwjr I **s peremptorily or¬

dered to "leave Southampton waters and proceed
to aaa." Relieving that In good faith the Nashville
would also be aent out of the port, I on tha 20th

lleft Southampton. It waa blowing a gale of wind a*
tha time, and t therefore anchored to Yarnoutb
Roads, about eighteen miles from Southampton. Tha
gala continued two days, at the end of whiah I want to

sea and cruised two days, returning Into ths Solent, and
anchoring at Cowes on the 2d February, at two P. M.

My movements and whereabouts were constantly made
known to the authorities at Southampton by the Oast

Telegraph, and aa soon as I anchored at Cowes, fifteen
miles below Southampton, rapt. Patey was seen to go on

board of the Nashville, In uniform. Ho remained there

about ten minutes, and burried on board of the admiralty
despatch boat (lying ready with stenin up;, and started
down the river, the Nashville following him. Tha weather

was hazy, and we did not dlscovor tha pirate untH

tlbiu two «ilN <rf u». U was toe la la.fee hau " lb«

atari." Capt. Patty cam* on board to remind me of the
obligation! of International law, delivering to me a latter,
written at Southampton, thirty minute* after I had
anchored off Coweg. I told him " his visit was unneces

ary I had already promised to observe the laws of
neutrality-, but that he had not kept good faith with
me.'* That officer Is well aware that I waa not satisfied,
unless his understanding of the English language la as

much- perverted«s his sense of good faith.
The true policy of the British government Is fully

Illustrated by this aid and comfort to a plundering pirate.
They have been coquetting with the rebels ab initio. They
have held out to them hopes of aid, material aid; while
at the aame time they have preached te us of
their honaaty, love of Justice and neutrality. Of their
political honesty It ie not worth while to speak, history
shows but few Instances of that trait in the record.
Their love of Justice Is measured with false weights, and
neutral obligations have never neen allowed to interfere
with British interests. The present situation of the two

nations Is this.The British deeire to see the growing
power of our ceuntry>broken down, our cotnnaeroe de¬
stroyed, our eotton culture annihilated,and the Genius
of Liberty mutilated. They therefore have held out
false hopes to the South, giving encouragement to tha
rebellion, that the struggle be prolonged, till time la
afforded to develop the cotton culture of their Indian
slavee. In another year they will have established thla
eultare of their territorial cotton on a Orm baais, when
they will so protect and nurture It aa to exclude from
th6ir market the cotton of other countries. In this a

merited and nenvy blow will fall on the rebel States.
If the rebellion is not closed by the time this, their

State policy, is accomplished, they may offer intervention
In our alDtirs, from the deflrs to reopen a market for the
goods of Oreat Britain. To this view o( Vim question our

people will ere leng awake; and It is to be hoped that the
same spirit which in 1776 refusod "tea''under British
taxation may again refuse all sorts of British manufac¬
tures. Very respectfully, 4^

T. AUGS. CRAVEN,
Commander, U. 3. N.

THE PRIZE CASES.

Important Decision Dlipoilng of Several
Caaut.

UNITED STATU CIRC (TIT COrR*.
The t hooner Aigburth wi.'tke United Statr.t.Tk* brig

Saran Starr n. Ihttam*..Nelson, C. J These two ves"

Mis, which hare been seized a* prizes by the govern'
ment, and were oondemnsd In the court below, are in
this court on appeal. An order haa heretofore been
made, at the instance of the claimants, for bonding
them- They have been appraised for that purpose.the
Aigburth at $000, and the Sarah Starr at $2,000.and
the bonds tendered. The Marshsl has intervened, and
claims (he payment of his fees and disbursements on the
seizure and subsequent safe keeping of the vessels; and,
also. Tor wharfage, towage, ftc or, at least, that the
elalmanta pay Into court a sum of money to oover these
fees and expenses. The first section of ths act of Con¬
gress, March 35,1883, provides that "all reasonable snd
proper claims and charges for pilotsg*. towage, wharf¬
age, storage,Insurance and other exi>enses incident te
the bringing in snd safe custody and sale of the property
captured as prize, shall be a charge apnn the earne, and ,

having bran audited aod allowed by the Court, shall, In
the event of a decree of condemnation or of restitution
on payment of costs, be paid out of the proceods."
The third section contains a similar provision
in respect to another class of expenses, it
will be ssen from the above provisions that
the claimant Is not responsible for the costs and ex¬

penses attending the selsure, detention and safe custody
of the vessel seized by the government, unless followed
by a decree of condemnation or restitution on payment
of the costs; snd sueh would have been the ruls sven in
the abeence of any statute regulation. The government
Is the libcllant instituting prooeedings against tha vessel,
and, llko auy other party instituting a suit, is responsl-
ble for the expenses incurred in the progress of ths liti¬
gation , accompanied with the right of reimbursement in
the event of success.namely: the condemnation of thu
vessel. or decree of restitution to the claimant on terms,
such as the psyment of cosif. The claimant a< l* on the
defensive, and is not subject to any pertlcn of the costs
and «x|k>iis«* Incurred by the proceedings of the libe lant,
except his own in the progress i| tin. defence, till ad
Judged against him by the Court In the final adjudication,
ir he Is atfecensful in resisting the seizure, and obtains i

final decree in his fsvor, as a general rule he Is entitle I
to all <wtts and expenses against the adverse ptrty, and.

If a private party, to a decree and execution for th«f«
costa and expenses. If the government ba the part/, as
no deorse for rosts can ba reudered against It, an

application must ba madoto the projier department of
tha government, and which must ba made by all uftl-
cars, or other paraona, who may bava Incurred «¦
paoaaa, or been subject to chargaa, at tba instanca of tba
government In thaeouraaof tha prooreedlngs. It la tri .
these costs and expenses ara a charge .>; - *> tha property
Mixed, whathar vaaael ar cargo, and which remains a
the custody of tha taw. or Its proceeds In c\se of an in¬

terlocutory sale, or toe bond aa representing tha pro¬
perty, in caaa It is bonded, as a security for tli» reim¬
bursement of thaaa coats nn<l expenses, and thisrhaige
npon tha reicontlnuos until the Anal adjudication of tha
case. If favorable to the lihellant. thev ara paid out of
the proceeds; if not, thay arc exempt,and the property
or proceeds are restored to tba claimant. What these
charges are, or may be, we are not now called npon to
determine. We hare said that tha government lath*
llbellant, and is res|s>nstble for all lawtul and proper ex-

pauses Incurred in its bvhalf In conducting the proceed¬
ings. All captures made by its public armed vessels be¬
long to the government. By the laws of Congress, alter
condemnation as a prlxe, a portion 01' the proceeds is
distributed among the olOcers and crew, in proportion
depending upon tha relative forseof the government
and captured vessels. Still the whole property is pro¬
ceeded against on behalf or the government, aud no
title vests in the captors, except to tbs distributive
share of tbo procoda after condemnation: and, until
Men, tha captors bavo no Interest which tha Court can
notice for any purpose. An exception to the above
views in respect to costa and ex pannes is, in cases where
the claimant applies te the Court lor some disposition of
ths r« which may Involve expense, such ss for an Inter¬
locutory sale of the property, or for banding the same
In such ensea ths claimant must advanue the legal suit
necessary expenses In ths first instance, subject to n

pro|w»r adjustment between tb'i parties by the Court In
tho Anal adiudirntion. Applying the principles above
Mated to the case before us, it is nulls clear tbat the
Marshal's bill presented, which includos cbargcs for his
owu services, for whirlage, towage, kr.., fcc., c-tnnot bo
allowed. He must look to tho government, tho libellant,
for theso expenses, or postpone his claim to the final
aitjtiilicitlou, when, If against the cluimmt, It may bj
paid out of the proceeds; otlitrwlse not. Ihe security
tak«n for tho vessel rei resents the proceeds, and is the
equivalent for tne props ty re«iored. Tlie only chaiges
thus far agsInst tho claimant is tha oxpanss of bonding
the vessel.
Thsnbovs vlewn may be t It n an disposing of other

cases whuh h>vo lesit tn-n ioisI 10 the (jwurtiuuw,
vcursu 01 the letrn


