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The battle of Fair Osks, fought. on the alternoon of
Saturday, the last day of May, and the morning of Sun-
day, the first day of Jure, was, without exception, the
greatest battle of the war. Larger than that fought in
front of Williamsburg, on this peninsuls, on the 4th of
May, it also surpassed in extent and importance the bat-
tle of Pitteburg Landing in the West. The battle of Fair
Osks has clearly demonstrated the utter inability of the
rebels to defeat the Unicn Army of the Potomao, 1t was
the enemy’s battle, not ours. He chose his own time
and plnce for the assault; formed his attacking lines
and supporting columue of the wery flower of
the rebel army, led by the most distinguished
representatives of Southern chivalry, and threw them
with furious force and almost unprecedented pertinacity
agninst the poorest division in our army. Afterhis sud-
den dash L seemed as though the enemy might yet.
really be triumphant, because he had esptured sight

sud determined to bring forwar! about sixty thou-
sand of bhis beat troops to the sttack Prisonors sy
that when the movemont wis initiated by the loadors,
some uf the rebel officers ratber romeonsirated against
t, for the reason, as (hoy belioved, thal they naver
woull be able to accomplish thelr objeet, Lecsuse Lheir
butter policy would be to remain behind their works in
the more jmmediate visinity of Richmond. But it was
deliberately resolved to risk a deapersto battle  The
hopes of the rebellion were to a great extent resied on
the fssue. Jell. Davis himself cwme out at the heaa of
the attacking column, and numerons private vehiciey
brought curous from the rebol capital to ses

as some who were captured have sines informed us,

tthe Yankees driven into the Chickabominy."

DIFFICULTIES IN THE WAT OF ONTAINING ACUURATS INFORMA-
TION \

The roads were rendered so bad by the storm lhn.th
enemy did not got bis attacking troops in line unt{l near-
ly npoon. The point chosen for the sttack was the main
Richmond road, sod also to ita rightand loft, in front of
Gienoral Keyes' corps. This should bring me immae-
diately to the i of a subject which has nlrea-
dy been the cause of considerable conseration. It is
Genoral Keyea' corpay-especially the conduct of General
Casay's division. The first reports of the battle, pub-
lighed in other , have evidently done injusti
to those troopa.

Let me first remarkjthat, as ons indlvidual ¢an see 50
little of & batile, it is more diffiuult than most peojlo
imagine to obiain in detail strictly accurame information
of what was done by the various divisions, brizades
and regiments engaged. Troops and their commasnders
are terribly tenacious of honors now. Every one exp

L}

and then the whole roglment broke in disorder and came
pouring down tumuliuously (o the rear. That was al
the seryice that regiment rendered that day. It seat-
tered sverywhaere, and members of it, as well as of other
regimenis, were seen wandering down towards Bot
tom's Bridge during the whole afterncon. Some went
ovan furthor, and have Dok refurned to thsir emcamp-
ment yel.

General Wossels' origade was also distributad in line
of battle. The Ninety-sixth New York, Colovel Falrman,
was orderod to tha front. The One Mundrod and First
Penmeylvacis, Taiutevant Colonsl Morris, followed
spsodily and tock up & positiom on tho right, while the
Eighty-anh lennsylvauia occupled the riflo pit2 oo the
teft of the Richmund road,’ the One Hundred and Third
leonsylvauis baving previously gooe far Infront and
molted away before tho onflading fire which the cuemy
bad fastoned round is.

Genoral Palmer's brigade was likswise placed in poal-
tion, ‘Ihe Fighty-first New York was sent to the left
to deploy in the open fleld, the Ninety-eighth and Eqm.y_
fnh New York wead into the rifis pits, and the Niuety,
gecond New York, having on the immediate ground luss
than two hundred men, went off to the right.

THE BATTLE BEGUN.

Tho enemy was seen g down in br dous force
in three separate lines. The first line would fire and
full, then the second and then the third, and by that time
the front line had reloaded, advanced and was ready to
fre again. Thus a contiouous siream of death was
poured upon our men. - At the first fire Lieutenant Colo-
nel De Foreat, the Major and several officers of the
Eighty-firat New York, fell dead upon the ground. Lisu-

to recelve rull credit for what he may have done, I finds
too, very little real magnanimiiy and modesty in the
army. Each desires to get all the glory he can, and
#0me are not over scrupulous as to how they get it.
Some would even sacrifice the reputation of brother
commanders io order o enhance their own. Generals
are jealous of each other. Thers are some very honor-
able exceptions, however. Still I am |oclined to the
opinion that, i the large majority of cases, this spiric of
jealousy which | have noticed arises not 80 much from
faclings of malice as from a desire fur justics, Tt i3 ex-
ceedingly annoyiug to ofllcors and soldiera to soe some
receive honorable mention, whils others who did equally
well, or better even, are not spoken of ag all, T introduce
theso explapatory obzervatious for the purpose of at-
traoting attention to the diffeulty in the way of getting
accurate information, and whit a delicate task it is to
eut apd carve and polish the statemonts of varlous par-
ties, who soe the same thing , but jn a differant light, so
that the truth will shine out elear and unguestioned. It
is to this delicate task that I now address myself, thorgh
1 can hardly bope, even with the hest intentiops,to do
in the strictost sense ““equal and exact justics to all."
GENEEAL CASRY'S TVISION,

General Casey's division oecnpled the ndwanced posi.
tion on the left of the Union Nnes. Remember, 1 domnot
desire to offer an apology for Cnsey—the Army of the
Putomac needa oo apologist. 1 only wish to explain hnw
he came into that position. Gen. Nagles, oo

tenant Colonel Wall ,of the Eighty-fifth, and Colonsl
Hunt,of the Ninsty-sscond, were disabled; all the fleld
officers of the One Hundred and Fourth wers lost, and
mavy of the officers, as well as scores of privates in
other regiments, were killed and wounded.

In the meantime our bat ~eries had opened fire on the
enomy, and the rapid roll of musketry was doing not
less execution in bis ranks than in ours. General Nag-
len, and Colonol Bailey, Chisf of Artillery in the division,
who had bean down to the Chickabominy guperinteading
the construetion of some bridges, shortly arrived. The
Ceneral advanced to the front und exhorted his men to
fight like hieroes and stand their ground. General Casey
was ulso on the spot and continued tosend for reiuforce.
ments, which wore furnished by General Keyes until he
vould spare no more without weakeniug the second Hoe.
The main porifon of these troops held their ground for
perbaps o couple of bours, while the enemy was still
sweeping down lilke s torrent upon them. Alldid not
stand, hiowever, for the ranks wore being constantly
thinued, 83 well by thosa who anamefully deserted thelr
posts a8 by those who were ghot down. In this just
but necossary implication officers are largely included.
The geply to  those who endeavored to rally
the men was, **Wa are foHowing our oficers;” or, “Our
oficers are killed, and the regiment s gut to pleces, be-
cause Lbe rebels came down in tremendons fdree upon
us,"  Then the guns in the rednubl and two other piccos
which wera brought up poured in a destructive fire into

‘the first brigade in that division, having been in the mi-

vanee on the loft, and his troops the first tocross the

pieces of artillery, bad driven back our ad 1 divi-
mion lo eonsiderable disorder. and was pouring his flank.
Ing foroes with their fearful eufiluding fire down the
right and left of General Keyes' corps; but before the sun
bad set that evening tho betler portion of those troops,
materially assisted by some of ocur most splendid soldiers
had arrested the progress of the enemy, with fearful loss
of life, while on the succeeding Sabbath morning he was
at the point of the bayonet from the ground he
momentarily taken, and was signally defeated.

THE RETREAT OF THE ENEMY TOWARDS RICHMOND,

For the sake of continulty in the statemont, it is
proper 10 remark that when the ensmy evacuated Lis
proud position at Yorktown, just ome month ago, it was
his avowed Intention to full back to a new defensive lino,
beyond the infl of our g ts, within the borders
of the (d Dominjon. It was understood that this new
dofensive line would be formed near the low lands and
marshes through which the Chickahominy river runs:
The rebels bad said, in peculiar pariance, that they wero
going to give us s “shucking” near the banks of the
Chickahominy. When they had crossed it in their re-
treat towards Richmond, they burned all the bridges
over it,so as Lo prevent a swift pursuit. '!'lurdoru,
when our army reached that point it was absolutely no-

Chickakominy In pushing forward to the front had had
several sKirmishes with the enemy, He was ordared di-
rectly by General MeClallan to make s reconnoissance to
the Sevon Pines, on the Richmond road, and to Fair Oaka
station, on the railresd. Hayiog successfully carvied out’
the instructions of the Gengral Commundiog, and being
familiar with that front, e wag direcied to hold that im-
portaut point. The distribntion of the foroes prewious to
thehattle is imporiant. The Eleventh Maine, Colonel
Plaisted; the 100th New York, Colonel Brown, and the
1tdth Pennaylvania, Colone] David, in the First brigade,
were ancamped just in advance of and on a lins with the
ning mils road, and between the turnp/ke and the rallroad-
The Fifiy-second New York, Colonel Dodge, wes stationed
on the same road beyond Falr Ouks station. The picket
line in frout of the brigade extonded from the Hichmond
road round to the Chichahominy—a distance of about
three miles. The Fifty-sixth New York, Colomel Van
Wyck, was supporting the pickets, and had bivouscksd
a little to (he lofe of the railrond, snd within cight hun.
dred yurds of the frout of she picket line, which was
about three-quarters of & mile in advauce of the main
body of the brigade. The Second brigade, Genaral Wes:
Bels. was encamped on the left of the turapike in two
eol T first col congisted of the Oue hund.

cassary for it to panse mwhile for the purpose d‘ con.-
strucing new bridges, as well for the passage of trospsand
artillory as Tor tho pplies. Althoogh in
some piaces at low water the stream was forduble,
brid for the passage of the artil-

tation of

dges were indispensil
lery and the transportation of those supplies. Several
bridges were constructed, principally by the regiments
composing General Woodbury's Enginser brigade. That
work consumed ronsiderable time, of course. Indeed, I
spprehond that the masses of the people scarcsly fully
realize the inpumerable difficulties connected with the
moving of an army of such magnitude as this, where it
bas 0 carry every article of subsistence for men and
horses slong the country over which |t marches.
THE FRARIUL FTRN ON FRIDAT LART

wad & prelude to the battls of Fair Osks on the
evening of Ssturday and Punday. On Friday afternoon
‘wo could soe in the convulsion of the eloments the Indics-
Sions of the furious storm,and those who wers out of
camp on other than the most pressing military business
hurried bensath conventont shelter before it broke upon
us. The clowds moved in stately gramdeur across the
sky. It was maguificent tosee them: and situated as
we are, sarroundeded: by all the paraphernalia of warfare,
it reminded sonie of us of large bodies of trooys (alling
into position previous o an attack uponan caemy. At
langth, between four and five o'clock, the first drops of
rain fell, large significent drops, and soom the rain came
down in torrents. The air was highly charged with olsc-
tricity ,and so the lightnings flashed and the thunder froll-
od. It was fearfully magnificent. Sometimes the first sharp
eracgk of the thunder, foliowed by successive repatitions,
scomed liko the discharge of artillery. While the tem,
pest was opening thie rebels ware firing with artillery at
s Union regiment which they saw croseing am open
@pace o relleve nnother regiment on picket, and when
abe sharp erack of the thunder was heard it was difficuly
sometimes for even artillery oflicers to diatinguish be-
twean the reports of the enemy’s and of heaven's arui-
lery. Then the electricity in the air would frequently
treak out In such a manoer as 1o sound exactly like the
motm;. Now and then there would be a

dous burst of thunder, louder far than the roport
of the heaviest ordnance. Morallste, or rather religious
enthusiasts, on the Nortbern side, would say that
# was Jehovah pouring ont the vials of His
wrath upon the rebels, while those on the Southern side
would argune that Heaveo was mani/esiing its lndignat oo
st & Yankee invasion of Southern soil and an intended
dessoration of Soulbern homes. At all oveuts the storm:
eontloned to rage with great fury, the rio descelule!,
the lightaing Mashed and the thander roared o great por.
tion of the night; and several serious casualties, among
them & fow deallis, ware repurted (n the morniog.

THR EWRLLING OF THE CHICKAHOMINT.

The immodiate effect of this tremendous storm was to
swell the uncertain currents of the Chickabominy. This
river, lot me say, riscs away up north of Richmond,and
flows in a southeasterly direetion, unti] it empiles loto the
desper and wider walers of the James. The Chickabominy
is about & quarter of a mile wide at that point. The
ude water extends up W somewhers between Jomos'
and Long's bridges. For several miles further the
Chickahominy can scareely be calied a river, It proper
designation i & swamp, with several channols running
theough it. Its widih varjes at differenut points from two
40 thres hundrod yards to aquarter or half a mile. Jtis
akirted on both sides with trees, mad in some places is
completely overgrown with them, so Lhat it s jmpos
aible ko see sorozs, Dottom's Dridge s a contral polm
beosuse the Willlamaburg and Richmond road crosees ||
a8 Abat place. Bosr Swamp is adjacent on the right. and
White Oak Swamp on the left. Al the meadow lands in
that viemity are marshy, and aftar a rain storm, like
that we on Friday last, the waters in the Click-

ahominy rise several feet and overflow the luwlands in the
vicinity. ﬁmm anticipsted offect of Lhe storm
on Friday last. Chickahominy was uaid to be higher
on Saturday and Sunday than it had ever Leen before,
while the second storm, on Monday night, and the sub.
ssquent raitn have swollen il still more, until to-day. as
1 crossed, the “whole valley of the Chickahominy was

submerged.
TR ENENY DETRRMINE TO ATTACK OF.

A portion of ous army having previeusly orosred 1he
gwamp, It wis &b first belleved, when the enemy had at-
facka! 'w, that the ssssult had bhesh suggeated alter the
wtorm 1 have desoribell. T4 was pupposed that the enemy,
Ballsviog that the bridges would be washed away, had
ponelidod that by & delermined aitack he would be able
to destroy the whole lefi wing of the Union army.
Bubmequent  (wformation, bowever, shows ithat tlm
movarment had been plamned  previouely.  Genersl
Jalmston, shoctly prior to the attack, had made
& recocnoiorauce I foree, Y gpled eul'' our positions

dred and Third Peensylvania, Major Garzam, command,
iog; the Ninety-sixth New York.Colouel Fairman, and
the Second of the One hundred and first Pennsylvania,
Lieutenagt Colonel Morris, and the Fighty-Ahb Peanzyl
vania, Colonel Howell, commanding. The Third brigade,
Geperal Palmer, was stationed =tll furthor to the Jeft.
The Ninety -eighth New York, Colonel Imtton, was on the
extreme left, and la order, fram lert 1o right, the Righty-
ifth Xew York, Codonel Belkoap; Ninety.setoud New
York, Colonel Hunt,and the Righty-first New York,
Lieutenant Cilonel DeForest. The batteries under
Colonel THailey wers placed in proper positions
in tbe enpcampment. The camp was being fotreuch_
od; o redoubt which had been thrown up eontained
three pieces of artiliery. under Licutenat Hart; rifie pjta
had been dug in the open fleld, and Limber in front had
been and was still belog cut down. This fallen timber
formed an obstacle to the snemy's approach. Another
fntrenched camp, somewbntl gimilar, balf & mile in the
rear, was occupied by Geoeral Coweh, while General
Heintzelman’s corps was an the same sido of the Chicka-
bhominy, several miles behind. The remaioder of the
army formed a eontinuation of the lioe,and was on the
other gide of the Chickahominy. But since then, let me
remark, the dispositioniof our troops haa bean considera.
bly changed, and we are prepared at any moment to meet
the enemy again.

THE BA'I‘TLE.

'l‘ln !'l'hl on !utnnlny.
QAFTURE OF ONR OF GENNHAL JOUNSON'S AID®,

Foar two days at least quite a conriderable force of the
encwuy bad been seen drawn up in line of batile. with
artillory, in & cultivated feld m fromu of this position.
On Ssturday morning, the day the fight commaenond.
Colomel Hunt, general officer of the day, reported that
the railroad cars had been runniog all night. The fact
was communicated to fieweral Koyes. The enemy was
evidantly bringing up sirong reisforcements from Rieh-
mond prior to the attack. On that same Saturday mor-
ning, Lieut. J. Banoll Washington, aid deeamp to the
rebel General Johnston, while looking for & branch road
loading from the Nine Mile road to the Rlctmond turn.
pike, was captured by®our pickets and sest toGen. Keyes'

headguartore.
TITR ENEMY APTEARING 0N OUR FRONT,

The pickets also reported to General Casey that the
enamy was showing himsell in foree in front. This had
teen n common thing for several days before, Tho Ome
Hundred and Third Peonsyivania regiment, howaver, un.
der Major Gagzam , was immediately sent out to thelr snp-
port. Soon some rebel shells were thrown,and an oo
cagional musket shot was heard in front. Pressntly a
videitn came dashing in and angouseed that vhe enamy
were moving in strong lines and heavy columns on onp
pickem, The working parties were recalled, and the
division was immodiately ordered under arms. Four
pleces of artillery , under Captain Bprast, the One Hundred
and Fourth Penngylvania, the Ninety.-second New York,
Colonel Hunt , and 1he Oue Hundredih New York, Colonsl
Drown, were sent by General Casey about & quarter of &
mile nheaa on the Richmond road to meet the advancing
enemy. This was about noon, some of the men being st
dinner and offcers at lunch. When the sound of the
rebel artillory was heard—probably the signal
guns  for the gemeral advance and  atlack—a
pleasing emotion was seen on  Lhe countenance
of General Johuston's ald. Genernl Keyes, who
wan writing & despatch, floished it immediately,
sent the voung man off to General MceClellan, and, from
the indications, soppos ing that a demncnstration might be
made whers the enemy bad been repeatedly seen in
forceon the right, and where General Johnston's ald had
heat captnred, gave orders for his whois command to get
under arme, and rode off himself in that direction. He
had precesded hat & short Alstance when bo waa informed
thmt the enetny wan appoarhing,not near Fair Oaks station
but farther to oar left.  Tho sound of the muskeiry,
which was now quite sharp in front, gave the direction
of the firing, and he procesded to superintend the dispo-
sition of his command,

DISFORITION UF THN FORCES.

The 100th New York, 104ih Pennspivanis and four
companies of the Eloventh Maite wors placed en the
right of Captain Spratt's battery, while the Fifty sixth
New York and Fifty-secoud Penneylvanim formed in line
close by the places they occupied In the

the ad fog enomy. The Oue Hupdred and Fourth
Ponnsylvania and Fleventh Maine foll back fighting with
three picces of Captaln Spratt’s battery, ons of them
halng left becanss the horses iad beou killed. The Fifty-
ffth New Yori, under Lleutenaut Colohel Thourot (Tole-
uel Do Trousland belng sick), was hrought up by General
Naglee. pinced on the right of the road, and, with the
others, fought s= best they could for nearly an hour.
Colouel Bailey, who went forward to givejdirsctions for
spiking the guns in caso i #honld be vecessary 1o lsave
them. was shot dead, the ball passing through hig head.
foon bis Major (Van Valkenburg), who was attend-
ing to a similar service, was also killed. Genaral
Naglee, in order to save two  battories which
were on the right of the Itichmond road, ordered them
to the rear. The prologues were so nrranged that the
gunnérs rotired firing with thelr pieces. Al thesame
time the guns in the redonbi were ordered to open with
grape and eanister, but the smmunition baving been
expended, the borses killed, and the supporting troops
having retired, ihere was no allernative but 1o spike
them. This was only partially secomplished, for snbse-
quently, when the redonbt wos capturad, two of thy guns
were turned against us. 1t was then (bat some of ocur
cunnon were waken.
C(EXERAL COCCH'S DIVIEION,

enrampod hall & miie in the rear, bad in the meantime
gottem foto mctiom. Captain Brady's buitery and two
regiments of General Abercromble’s brigande had beem
detached belore the battle to gnard Faie Ouks station. In
the beginningiol the action Gen Key'shad taken Gen.Peck’s
brigadoand placed it on the rogd conpeoting the Richmond
road with the (harles City road, so ss to guard our left
Bank. With this brigade and a portion of the remainder
of Geun. Couch’s division Gen. Keyrs formed hissecond
line of battle. The Nipety-third Pannsylvana, Cel.
MeCorter, was seut to the front on the left of Gen, Ca-
#ey's position, and heid his ground until compelied to
fall back with the others, A part of Gen. Peck's
command bravely held the approgches to the Richmond
road on the left, while one of hi= regiments (the sixiy-
socond) had been acnt to Gen. Couch al Fair Oaks
statiom, and anctbor (the Ninsty-eighi) was awey with
Geu. Btonomiku,

Gen. Devius' brigade was also prepared for action.
About one o'clock the Tenth Massachusetts, Col. Briges,
wad lad by Gen. Devios and placed in the rifle pita on the
right of Capt. MocCarty's battery and op the
left of the Richmond road. The Thirty-sixth
New York moved up the road, and, fling
te the right, three companie= were pluced In
the rifile pits whilo the r injug five P Iny
down in the open fleld in frond of Captain Flood's artil-
lery. Eoon allerwards the Teuth was moved forward
to the (allen timber, from which It was soon driven
back into the rifle pita, and subsequently taken by Gen®
Keyes to the right. General Devios was wounded by s
ball in the thigh, and the Tenth regimment became con-
sidernbly seattered. The Firet Longlsland, Col. Adams,
ahout the same time took up & position atlll Murther to
the right, in the ritle pits in front of Captain Miller's
battery. Afterwards it removed towards the rallroad to
meet un wdvancing force, and, being flanked by a supe-
rior body of rebeld, after losing uine ofticers Killed and
wounded ont of tweniy-six sugaged, wae compelled to

fall to the rear.
THE HEHELS RUSHING OX,

Qur (oreex in front had pow been hotly engeged for nt
least three hotivs with the fresh reyiments of the enemy,
whieh vould he seen coming down in overpowering
numbers, and the skirmishers pressing forward like a
dense, impeneirabls cloud. A few of the shells frum oie
of our own baiterios iu the rear bad burst over the rifle
pitz. Thix had the effect of muitiplying the disadvan.
tages apd Increasing the stampode mnong our men
Genearal Naglee, about four o'cleck, flnding a few of tle
Fifty aixth New York, and four companies of the
Fleventh Maine, which lad retired, placed them in a
slight doproession in the ground between the Riehmond
romd and the railrond.  Colonel Van Wyek bad been car-
ried from the fleld. it was thonght, seversly
wonnded, though alwrwards his injuries, i aoy,
were fonnd to be alight, The ¥ifty-sicth and Fleventh
were then near the First Long Island. They had been
®thore less than balf an hoor when the fearful fire from
thie enemy . ewesping down ou right ond left, together
with a cross fire from the redoubt wbich he had cap-
ured, rendered It perfectly impossible ior them wostand,

further orders. Two panies of the B d Michi-
gan were sent, under Major Dillman, to take a
pesition on the flank of the Thirty-sevenith New York,
which was guarding the adjacent earthworks to the
#outh and north. In accordauce with General Heintzel*
man's instructions, messengers wore also despatehed by
Gienora! Koarney to hasten up General Jameson's brigade,
which was near tho sote du pont at Bottom's Bridge,
Gencrals Heintzelmap, Kearnsy aod Berry , nccompanied
by members of their staffs, proceeded immediately to
the front, as well 4o sasist in rallying the wavering lines

own now going luto action. Generals Heirtzelmun and
Kearvey reacliod the flsld about three o'ciock, aud, with
General Keyes and otbier genorals present,’used thelr per-
sonul efforts to greal advantage in Inspiricg our soldicrs
with confidence, At this time the cnemy was atill pour-
ing in upon us thelr muliiplying nnmbers, which were
awesping ronnd to the right and left, as well as down the
centre, and Gen. Couch’s command was beginning to
manifest the unfavorable influsvee calculated to be
eaused by the demoralizig conduct of some of General
Casey's. Still it should not be fergotten that those sol-
diers, for the mest part, fought as bravely as could pos-
sibly be expacted; that they were comparstively raw
troeps, and thal they wers being borne down by much
more numercas foress. As soon as Gen. Kearney arrived
on the field, Gen. Casey sald to him in langnage as near
a8 I can remember:—*'*General, the ensmy have my late
camp in front; If you ean recover it, the day will still
be ours. ™
CENERAL EERRY'S BRIGADE.

Then It was that Gen. Kearney, accompanied by Gen.
Berry, led the gallsnt Third Michigan into action. It
moved Into the woods 4o the left;, and st once engaged
the enemy, not only checking his progress {n that neigh-
borhood, but compelling him to retire before Lhe excel-
lent alm and deadly fire of our Western soldiers. Pre-
sently the Fifth Michigan, Col. Terry, came up, and
was conducted by Gen. Berry o the reliel
of the Third, which was thon partiay re-
loved, while the Fifth nobly continued the work
which the Third had so gallantly begun. Colonel Champ-
lin was wounded in the hip, and some val officers

of the other troaps as to direct the movements of Lheir

accomplizhed General. His dovolion to his commandor
has heretofore induced him Lo refuse the coloneley of 8
regiment. General Borry,asIhave said, lost bis gal-
Iant and promising young adjutant, ‘1 also wnderstand,
though T cannot state with so much cartalaty, that Gen-
eral Koyos' etaff officars andjthose of the generals under
him wero not less gallant and valuable than thelr posi-
tion demanded of thom.

) Operations on the Right,
Whils the battlo is closing on the left, 1ot mo pe

Company which Capiain Rickeits commanded at Buf
run when the pleces were captured.

It was formerly the now rebel Genoral Magrudery
battery, m«hmmmmumm
pany, and the prisoners we have capiured say he awore
be would have (hat battery. He ordered an immediste
and desperate charge. The rebels came withm twooty
yards, when  they poured inn destructive fire ioto our
ranks, The fire and the effect for a few momants were
terrific. The cannoneers were detven from their pieces;

| @0 & parration of the imporiant evonts which have

already tramspired and are sMil transpiriag om the
right:—
, AT FAIR OAKS HTATION,

Soon after the engug 1 d—in obedienoe
w instruetions given by General Keyes—General Couch
procesded in person to Fair Qaks atation, where General
Aberoombia and General Devinswere, with detschments
from their command. Fair Oaks is situated on the rail-
read, about three-quarters of a mile from the junction of
the Nine Mile road with the Richmonda turnpike, which
place (s known a# the Seven Pines. Wheon the enemy was
coming luan impetuous ourrent down our centro,a part of
the column boreaway to the right in the direction of
Fair Ouks station. When the First Long Island rogi-
mant was in the rifle pits on the right of the Richmond
road, the Twenty-third Pennsylvania, Colonsl Neal, and
the Sixty-first Penonsylvania, Colonel Rippy, were stag
tloned in the woods between the right of the Firss Loa-
pland and the railroad, and tho United Siatea Chassours,
commanded by the gallant Colonel Cocl , and the
Thirty-first Pennsylvanis, Colonel Willlams, were placed
on the right of the rallroad for its protection, while Cap-
tain Brady’s battery was posted ia a commauding posi-
tion, supportod by thess regimonts, to intercept the
enemy on the right,

Tneenemy was discovered in groat force behind ®
belt of woods, moving down apparently towards Fair
Oaks station. Our detachmonts immediately engaged
them, and the contest was hot and henvy for somo bime,
until our regiments—some of which wers considerably
cut up—were compelled to fall back., This they did,

a'so fell upon t(he fleld. Colonel Pos had collected his re-
giment from where it had been guarding passes to the
White Oak Swamp, on the Joft and rear, and was moviog
up to the seene of confiict.

Five companies wore led by Colonsl Pos in parson into
action on the right of the Richmond road, and did excel-
lent sarvice, while thres companies had been detached,
by order of General Heintzelman, to form a line acroes
the road and prevent the progress of the fugitives. At
the same time part of General Jameson's command,
which was moying up, was deployed for the' same pur-
pose, General Heintzelman had given orders to drive
them back at the point of the bayomet, and General
Kearney, I beliavo, had given instructions te artillery
officers to fire on ghem. The instructions were mot re-
garded in the light of a positive order,and the artillery
officers did not fire. Had they dons so, the course of
Kearney would npot have bun without precedent, al-
though the t information hias
developed them, would huﬂly jnmry snch an extreme
alternative. Georgey, Commander-in-Chief of the Hun.

garian forces when Kossuth was Prosidont, turned his
artillery on some of the fugitive Hungarian volunteers,
nad Marshal Vales pointed his gans ot the timid column
which was falliug back when led to the assault of Tarra-
gooa. These measures were productive of good results.
But, a8 I have aiready mentioned, I donbt that the oir-
camstances would warrant so harsh a course in the pre-
senl instance.

GENRRAL JAMESON'S BRIGADE.

General Jumeson, al the head of bis fine command,
having moved up the raflrond os-far as Savage’s station,
Captalu McKeever, General Helntzelman’s Adjutint, in-
structed him Lo leave that point with three reglmoents
and move off to the left and up the Richmond road, while
the Fourth regiment and the Fifty-seventh Pennaylvania,
Colonel Campbell, should continue up the railroad and
report o General Birney, who, it will be snbsequently
secn, had been previously ordered up the railroad. It
must have been after five o’clock when General Jameson
had gotten his command on the fleld ready for
action. By ordor of General Heintzelman,
the Fighty-soventh New York, Colonel Dodge, was
despatched to the right of the Richmond road to support
Gonernl Peek, whose command, like all our forces on the
field, was still actively engnged. The One Hundred and
Fifth Peansylvania, Colonel McKnight, filed off the Rich-
mond road to tlie Jeft to the edge of the woods, and moy
ing up & pathway skirting it, but covered by the tim-
Dber, and, deploying to the left, joiued the command of
General Berry, which was doing effoctive service
Searcely had it secured its position in tho fallen timber
bofore the =ixty-third Pennsylvania, Colonel Hays, ar-
rived, and wai placed on the right and left of the Rirh,
mond road jo the samo fallen timber. Now it waa that
one of the batteries In the rear again fired into some of
our own men in the rifle pits. General Kearnoy, with
bis accustomed hinpotucsity , was seen dashing down th,
road to correct the error. Just as he was lJeav,
ing, the mem in tho rifle pita were firing In
their rear. 71his strange proceeding arose from
tho fact that beavy squads of skirmishers were
pressing towards them, prolengiog the enemy’s line of
battie on the right, while at the same time squally heavy
massed of skirmishers were coming down in front and
running round te the left. A regiment in the centre
broke to the rear., General Koarnoy, endeavoring to
rally them, exciaimed, “My bors, this is the wrong road
to Richmood; the enemy are oo the other side. Follow
me'"’ and succeeded in re establishing them in action.
AL this time tne enemy was steadily advancing, about two
rebsl brigades being seon in live, wiih the heads of
columps appearivg in the rear. Stragglers and otherk
who availed themselves of opportunities to carry off the
woinded—and thera wero many such humane volunteers
at Lhat period—wars rallied by & number of our generals,
and when 1be enemy came ont and doflantly planted his
bastle flag before them, they heid him in check for a
time; bul goon the rebei fores kept coming om like an
avalanche. The Thirty-seventh New York, Colonel
Haymen, which bad been partly in reserve, was now
orderd into vigorons action. The encemy met the ontset
with determmined conrage. Bupporting columns eould
be observed wheeling Into line and bearing o the lefi,
with the evident design of cutting a partion of onr army
off by the White Onk Swamp, while othor forces were
coming down on the right, in the direction of the rall-
rond. There was a goneral and determined move along
the wholo rebel line. The commands of Generals Berry
and Jameson, ‘‘two stout Generals from the stout State
of Maine! were gradually moving forward, killing large
numbers of (Lhe cmemy, while some of the troops
In General Keyes' corps, which fought hravely, notwith.
standing the implications againat the whole d by
reason of bad eonduet ofg n few, alan [killed hundreds of
rebals, as the ground in froot of thelr positions fully at,
#xtod next day. Thoss two eommands were moving
orward like & mochine, the lefl gradnally sweeping
rounid, the rebels retiring before it; whoen driven more
upen our centre, the aoomy came down with fearful fury,
and our cepiral force gave way. At this time Qenera
Jumeson, with & portion of one of his own regiments and
yart of Colonel Poo's, charged on a body of rebels, but
they wers finally compelled to retire. Thus, in order to
prevent heing cut off, It was nocensary for the left alsa to
retire.  Genersls Jmm and Berry's troops baviog

andl they retired in confasion. At this time a fragment
of the One Hundred and Third Pennsylvanis came slong
the road near where the First Long Islnnd was fghting
bt recelving & deadly volley the remaioder was poon
seen vetiring 1o the rear as quickly as possible. lu was
then that the Firat Long Island also retired to the d

deno | g the enemy retired in
splendid atyle, thongh they had lun quite a number of
valuable officers.

EEVERITY OF THE NMAB—BRAVERT OF GRNERALS,
(hpllln Emith, General Berry's Assistant Adjntant

line, which formed General Conel’s d positl

4 splendid young fellow, who distinguished

WEITEFLMAN AN KEARNEY.

Meanwhile, when General MoClelian was first informed
of the afluir, he telegraphed Ganeraln Feintzeiman and
“umner to procesd te the wupport of Genaral Kayes.
tieneral Helotzelman's corps wau nlready on that side of
the Chickahominy , while General Sumner’s was on this,
tisneral Hejutzelman bad sent orders to Genoral Kearney
to get hin division into action, Simultaneously with a
atream of wagene and fugitives eoming to the rear, came
one of Heintzelman's aids, who, dashing along at & fu-
rious aposd, #topped & moment and informed General
Kearney that Le bad been a persounl witnass of n most
disgraceinl seeno; that he had been in front in the vichity
of Caney's line, hoard & little firing, which he supposed to
be the customary picket firlng, and om going forward
to witness it, beheld a well organized line of the cnomy s
treopa lssuo from the woods and advance across the
plnin, that they delivered voliey after volloy an they
eamo, and bad driven General Casey's troopa in confa-
glen before them. General Kearney sant the Third

Two companies of the 1054 Peonsylvania had b;-n de,
tached and sent, under Captain Giliespie, o the lofyof the
Richmond road s front, to mest some of the snemy who
were appearing al that point. The Capiain, who was
one of the ablest offfioars In Vhe regiment, was killed: the
remander of the regiment under the Major, having

many oificers killed already, (oll back & short distauge

Michigan regiment, Uolonel Chiamplin, in General Borry's
brignde, up the Rishmond road, to take the enemy in
fank on the left, if he eontinued te pursue Goneral
Casey's troops.  This regiment was preceded by fifty
shnrpaliooters, under Captain Judd. The Fifth Michigan,
Colomel Terry, followed the Third, while the Second, Calo.
ool Poe, was on pleket. That regiment was ordered hy

General Borry o be coucentrated and hold in reserve fur

b If by leading, while ted on his horse, one of
the most brilliant chu;u in the battle of Williameburg—
was ghot dead through the temples during the heat of
thie engagement, He was Laricd near Mr. Savage's
hovee, benide Caplain Judd, of the Third Miebigan, an

other yaluable officer, who was killed while directing
the firo of the detachiment of Michigan Sharpahooters,
Mmost evory general engaged on our side had either
received a wound himeelf or had his horse shot under
him, Generals Helntzelman, Keyes, Koarney, Couch,
Jameson, Naglee, Feck apd Woersols had ene or more
horees shot, and the three last officers received alight
reratches, which cappot be regarded otherwise than as
miraculous escapos. All of them performed valuable
services on the fleld, for which the appreciation of a dia-
oriminatiog public will reward thom,. General Heintzal
man's stafl oflicers were active on that day. Perhaps
tho mest anihuainatic and drilliant fellow among them is
Lieutenant Hunt, & New Yorker, 1 beliove, by birth, but
sminently & Fronchman by babita and education, His
dascription of the fight to the Prioce de Joinville was
highly graphic. General Kearney's st officers may
congratulute themaelves that they survive the action.
ilo does not hesitale to expose either himself or them.
Most people believe him te be inconaiderste in this
roapect. I will be remembered (hat two of his
Al oMears wees killod ot Willismsburg. Caplain Pot.
ter, General Jameson's Assistant Adjutant, was scarcoely

loss distinguished fog bils services lo the action than his

‘and Thirty-eighth New York. Presently,

g the ground usthoy retired. The temjpestu-
ous columns of the enemy were now fast prosaing down
poear the railroad, and separating those four regiments
and the battery {rom the remainder of General Keyes
command. Percelving how the tide of battle was flow-
ing fast against us, General Couch had wel nigh
determined to cut his way through at every cost,and
rejoin the remainder of our forces, General Abercombi®
however, an older soldier than General Couch, coun-
selled otherwisg, and the younger Gemeral, with his
acoustomed modesty, gracefully yielded o the suggos-
tions of his senjor in years, thongh bis junior in com-
mand. But just at that most critical poriod in the
batile, although they did net know it, the point so
severely pressed, ae will ba subsequently seen, was
about being reinforced by.a portion of General Sumner's
command.
OPERATIONS OF GENKRAL BIRNEY'S RRIGADE,

I% will have been parceived that st the time General
Kearnoy's division was ordered to the front Geners'
Heintzelman had sent one brigade of that division,
Genoral Birmey’s, up the railroad (o the support of
General Keyes' command. It appears, however, that
while in motion General Birpoy was soon met by General
Kearnsy, who directed him to man the rifle pits. The
Fortisth New York was placed in them, and the Fourth
Maine deployed ns skirmishers to the right of the
Fortieth, on the rallroad, while Captain Stur-
giss, General Kearney's Chief of Stalf, followed
the 1line of the track with the Third Maine
how-
Sver, i sccordance with Instructions now ﬁlm

horees plunged and reared, white some full in the Lraces,
killed or wounded; others daghed off with oniasons, but
tha generals present ai this eribical moment and exciling
fcene dashed forward, swords iu hand, the gunnors
sprang forward also, and, “quick s Hghtoing,” wuncod
thelr pieces. The supporting regiment, which bad for
& moment wavered, though is Colonel and
other valubablo officors had fallen, now raliied,
and they were greeted wilh a tremendous shower of
fire, which csused them to fall back in great dlsorder.
It was at thai latest fire from the enmomy that Colunel
Riker, of the Bixty-second New York, was killed, As he
was advancing be sald:—'*We have some cold stvel la
givethem, boys," and then he fell mortally woundodl i
the body. The Thirty-first Pepnsylvania and the Chas-
seurs were doing excellent service on the right, and had
already performed their share in driving the enemy sway
from our artillery. Before our deadly fire the enomy
foll back, and General Magruder did not get his batiery.
A DATTLE FLAG CAFTURED,

The Ohlo company of Colonel Cochraue’s Chassearw
porceiving a small light flag carrred in the rebal ranks
and supposing It t0 be s white fiag, by means of whick
the enemy intended to play their deceptive game of—
“Friends—don"t shoot, we are (riends!" sprang forward;
delivered a deadly volley, and captured the Mitle flag, It
proved to be ths battle flag of the Hampton Legios, of
South Corolios, which was ove of the organizativna
which suffered so severely at that point. During the
acticn the Ono Hundred sud Sixth Pennsylvania, Colonsl
Morehead, and the Seventy-second Pennaylvania (Bax
ter's Zounves), were changed to diflerent parts of the
fleld as reserves.

GRAND CHARGR AND CLOSE OF TEN BATTLE FOR TUN NMitwr.

Tho enemy, however, was bnly checked momentarily ;
for suoou fresh troops were broughi out, and anolles
rebel lino was observed advancing. Then & portion of
Genoral Daua's brigade was deployed on the lefl of tens
eral Gorman’s, The Nineteonth Massachusetts, Colondl
Hincks, was away on picket, and the Forty-second New
York, Colonel Charles, bad been loft at theggrapoviod
briage, priocipally for the purpose of sasisting in the
paszago of the ar#illery. It_was the other two—the
Twentieth Massachusetts, Colonel Leo, and the Sevonth
Michigan, Colonel Gr whioh were then required
to extend the line of battle on the left,

Bofore those two regimients were fairly formed in vnete

igned position, they reccived a sudden volloy from
tho snemy, which was sufficient ¢0 teat the mettie of ha
best troops in the world. They still steadily advanced,;
however, and, Just as they reached the rising ground is
the open space, over which they were marching, the
heavy flanking columna of the esemy appearad in view,
proudly pressing down in anticipated triumph ta
our left, The evening had now far advanced
and the darkness must soon noceasarily close the
battle for the night, General Sumner determined
that it shoald close victorious for us. To this end he
ordered a determined charge aloag the wholo line. Four
ragimenta actively participsted in this obarge. The
Beventh Michigan and Twentisth Massachusetts
werse on tho left of the lne, the Thirty-
fourth and Eighty-socond New York on the right,
while the battery took up a favorable poal-
tion on the right where it could manmuvre to advantags,

by Gen. Kearney, Gen. Birney halted the two regi
on the railroad, where, being directed to await further
orders, he placed the Third Maine in columu of compa-
nies on the rallroad, and deployed the Thirty.olghth New
York to the right as skirmishers. At half-past four,
or & quarter to five, Lisutenant Huot came with farther
orders from Gon. Heintzelman for Gen. Birney to procesd
up tho railrond tothe support of Geuerals Couch and
Casey, now soraly pressod, At this time. the Fifty-
soveuth Pennsylvania, Col. Campbell, which bad bosn de-
taghed from Gen. Jameson's brigade al Savace's statlon,
appeared on the railroad, and®he Colonel. belng without
special ordors, joined Gen. Biroey's commanid. Having
marchied with his brigade and this regiment about a
mile and & half further up, he found the First Long lsland
and other troops being driven back by the enemy on the
left, while at the samo time the enemy epened @re on his
front. The flank of the First Long Islanders was aboul
boing turned when the Fifty-seventh New York was im.
mediately formed in line and placed on the left of that
regimeut. The Fiity.-sevenih was soon eugaged: it nc-
quitted iteclf splendidly, and in driving back the enemy
from that poiot the dashing Colomel was wounded
and the gallant Major killed. The remsioder of the
d was d in line of battle, the ex-
tremo right regiment being across tho rallrosd. Al this
moment Captain Brady, of the artillery, in Gemneral
Couch’s division, rode up and said, *General Couch has
been cut off by the enamy; but ho has found & road by
which he can retreat, provided you can hold this posi-
tion.” The General signified his ability and willingness
to hold fs, But now onpe of General KEeyes’ alds came
with an order from General Helntzelman still urging
General Birney to continge his codrse up the railroad.
Leaving the Fifty-seventh engaged ho weut on to Fair
Ouks station, where he found General Sedgwick already
engaging the enemy. At this point Captain Hassler, of
Gengral Jameaon's stall, came with orders from Geoera!
Kearney directing General Birnay to retire immediately
to the poipt from which he had proceeded. Hav-
Ing sent an ald to ioform General Kearney of
Gen, Heintzelman's orders, and to ask wheiber, under
the circumstances, he should obey the instructions of tho

The Twentieth Massachusetls was commandcd by Col.
Leo and Major Revere, who had been captured at Balls”
Bluffs and released. The battory waa commanided
by three quite young and promisiog lleutenanis—Kirby,
Woodruffand French. Geneoral Sumper placed himself,
accompanied by his slaff, in tho ecentre;General Sedg-
wick took the right, and Genmerals Gorman and Dana
their proper positions in the line. The enmemy stood
in deflant line of battle in the woods. The order
wns given to charge, and them the line advanced
steadily, firing cautlously, while, as the line
wheeled a little to the right, to get Doarer te
the onery, the battery whecled also, tho right piece re-
maining a8 & plvot, while the other pleces moved forward,
firing iu splendid stylo. These manwmuvros, exccuted
under the severeat fire, could scarcely have been per-
formed more perfectly on drill. The ensmy returned the
fire at first with vigor, but whon our bayorats were fasi
approaching the skirting of the timber the rebals broke
nnd ran, and the conflict was thus successfully closad foe
the night.

The Fight on Sunday.
THE OPPOSING ARMY ALNEPING WITHIN PISTOL BWOT.

1 need oot dotsil tho ordor of the bivouac. Huffice I8
to say that General Richardson's division in the centre
was made to with G 18a 's corpeos
the right and General Heintzelman's eorps on tho left.
An order of the rebel General Anderson was found direct.
{05 the troops to move during the night, appointing a rea.
dezvous where the ammunition wagons would be found,
and instructing the commanding officer of each regimeat
to seo Lhat every man In his command was furnished,
with & piece of white cotton ,cloth, half & yard
long, ‘'the use of which wonld be explained hereafior.”
Probably the enemy intended a night attank, bul subses
quently changed his plans. Some of the prisoners takes
on Bunday had the eotton bands referred to (astonsd om
their caps. In the meantime General Richardson's di.
vizion had been arriving, having experienced even more
than equal difculties in getting on the ground.
After dark the (troops bivouscked close ta
the rebel lines. Large bodies of either army

divialon or the corpa der § ] Ki ¥ re.
ponted his order to fall back, which was obeyed, “and
proper dispositions being made for the nluht. the brigm
was joined on the right by G 1 B

I have given this record of Genosal Birney's non»mmu.
becanso on the following morning be was placed unde®
arresi by General Heintzelman for disobedisnce of orders.

Arrival of Genernl Sumner's Command.

I now return to the most important part of Lhe day's
operations, and the ful close of the conflict for
the night. Having been ordered by General McClellan
early in the afternoon, soon after the action commenced,
to cro«s his eorps anid proceed to the support of Heint
zelman and Keyes, General Sumner had his command
immediately under arms, and it was soou on the road
to the Chickahominy. Genoral Sedgwick’s division took
the lead, followod by General Richardson’s. The romls
were heavy and the travel necessarily diffienlt and slow.
The grapevine bridge over which he crossed, had been
almost swept away by the sudden swelling of
the swamp. It was almost impoesible 1o bring
over the artillery; the horses floundered and
fell, and ot first only Kirhy's battory of Napoleon
guns were croassd. Whon passing Dr. Tremi's house
Gen. Sumner waa mot by Gen. Abercombie’s Quarter.
master, who then told his tale of how Gen. Couch, with
four regiments and a battery, had been separated on the
right from the main body, was boing preased by supe.
rior numbors, and waa in need of immediste reinforce.
ments, The column was pushed siong as rapidly ns
posnible, partof ihe time aportion of it going on the
double quick. Gem Gorman's brigade waa in the ad*
wanee. Arriving near the Adams House, not far from
Falr Osks station, the Union troops in that vieinity
wore in position, General Sumner made &
mont admirable disposition of Lis forces.

GRNERAL GORMAN'S WRIGADR
was immediately placed in position so relieve the troops
alroady engaged. The First Minnesota, Colonsl Sully,
which was firsd on the grouod, arriving al twenly
minutes past four o'clock, was formed, the right resting
on Robert Courtney’s house and the left on the adjacent
woods, The honvy lines and columbs of the enemy, pre-
soded by & pumerous body of skirmishors as befure,
were peresived infront, Soon the firing commeneed,
atid tho First Minnesota haying sustained the first of the
fire, nsuistod by the battery, the other regiments in the
brigade speedily joined in the fight. On first coming np
thoy wore formad in three pacaliel lines, the Thirty-fourth
New York, Colonel Bulter, in front; the Elghty-sesond New
York, Colonel . W. Hudson, and the Fifteenth Massachi.
um,mmsm Kimball commanding—Colonel
Ward, who was eaptured at Ball's Biufl, being at home
for a soanon—in the rear. Soon the Fifteenth Massachy-
solts was detached to support s battery. The Eighty.
first, followed by the Thirty-fourth, were then ordered
forward, when they ehanged fromt, and with a right
wheel moved forward through the woods and eommenced
driving back the enemy. The Fifteenth Massschusetis
was withdrawn behind & babtery, and was not broughy
into ncotion,
GENERAL MAGRUIMR ATTENPTE 70 TANE A RATTRRT,

While Lieutenart Kirhy's battery was being placed in

positien the enymy came out in force and made a despe.

rate ablompt Lo capture I IV was the sawe ariillory

ll¥ slept within pistol sbot of eash other during the
night. On the following morning the conflict was com.
tinued. Gemeral Richardson’s division, General Birney's
brigade, of Kearney's division, and General Sickles’
brigade, of General Hooker’s division, with two of the
Now Jersey regiments, both brigades and regiments be-
ing in Geoneral Hentzelmsn's corps, were the Lroops
which fought the battle on Sunday morning. The firiog,
1 believe, began at different points simultancously. Al
nll events the tide of battle ram from left to right
before.

GRENERAL HOOKER'S COMMAND,

About seven o'clock, when the firjng commonoced,
General Hoaker, being ordered to the front, led the Fifth
New Jersey, Colonel Starr, and the Sixth New Jersey,
Colonel Moit, up the Willlamshurg road, having previ
ously ordered General Sickles to follow with hig
brigade. The firing had mlready commenced on thd
right and was running down the line of the raliroad
The enemy was lirst found in & plece of woods clos
to the railroand. When putting his command inte
action, to the right of the Seven Pines, Genoral
Hooker ecame vwpon General Birney's brigade, undes
command of the gallant Colonel Ward, drawn up i
line of banttls, and finding then that the Excelsios
brigade had been ordered (nto action in another spot,
he joined his regiments with those under Colopel Ward
sod assumed command, The New Jersey regimonts
wera placed on the left, and Colonnl Ward's command,
which pow pumbered less than a thousand men, were
stationed on the right of thoss regiments, and on the
Ioft of the ratlroad in the samo order in which they had
theen placed on the previous night. Changing froms
forward on the right batalion to meet the snemy’s Aire
the command was soon actively engaged.

GENERAL WANET'S BRNIADE

The New Jersey regimenis were thinning the reom
ranks, while another body of the enemy came down is
regiments by the flank inte the woods and commenced
moving forward into line. As eseh rebel ragiment, o1
portion of & regiment, got into position It commonced
firing. Defore they were fully formed, however, Colone
Ward, with the Thirty-eighth New York, under Major
Baird; the Third Maine, Colonel Staples, and the Fortieth
New York, Lisutenant Colonel Esgan—Col. Rislly baving
hecn relleved of the enmmand the dny pravious—idvances
in line, and his mun, with tremondous cheers, rushod
through the woods driving the rebels before them
Many feil on each silo, however, As the robels wery
driven into the fleld beyond, they eaught a telling eroa
fire from the Fourth Maine, Colone! Walker, and Seventd
Hassachusetts, Colonel Russell, whieh were further ia
advance near the railread. The rebols were driven be
fors the polut of the bayonet uniil they reached an ad
yaulageoun position, srhore they offered a desperate re
sistance before they foally retired.

GENERAL MICKLEA' RRIDADR.

In the meantime Gen. Sickles had brought the Fxred
slor Drigade up the Richmond road and placed it
sction. 1L was & besutiful sight o see ihe regimenta
with colora fiylng, forming into line, The Second Exool,
sler, Ool. HMall, had Just gotten luto poemition near tha
brenatworks, when, in obediones to a subsegquent ord,
1k procecded (urther on the road,and filing to the |
formed (0 line of battle on the adge of a belt of timber
The Tuird roglment, Col. Taglor, (ollowed and formed
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