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"Hie battle of Fair Oaks, fought on the afternoon of
Saturday, the last day cf May, and the morning of Sun¬
day, the first day of Jut e, was. without exception, the
greatest battle of the war Larger than that fought in
front of Williamsburg, on this peninsula, on the 5th of
May, it also surpassed in extent and importance the bat¬
tle of Pittsburg landing in the West. The buttle of Fair
Oaks has clearly demonstrated the utter inability of the
rebels to defeat the Union Army of the Potomac. It was
the enemy's battle, not ours. He chose his own time
and place for the essault; formed his attacking lines
and supporting columns of tho veiy flower of
the rebel army, led by the most distinguished
representatives of Southern chivalry, and threw them
with furious force and almost unprecedented pertinacity
against the poorest division in our army. After^his sud¬
den dash it seemed as though the enomy might yet
really be triumphant, because he bad captured eight
pieces of artillery, had driven back our advanced divi¬
sion in considerable disorder, and was pouring his flank¬
ing foroee with their fearful enfilading flre down the
right and left of General Keyes' corps; but before tho sun
had set that evening tho better portion of those troops,
materially assisted by some of our most splendid soldiers
had arrested the progres. of the onemy, with fearful loss
of life, while on (he succeeding Sabbath morning he was

pushed at the point of the bayonet from the ground he
had momentarily taken, and waa signally defeated.

THB RETREAT OF THE SHEET TOWARDS RICHMOND.
For the sake of continuity in the statement, it is

proper to remark that when the enemy evacuated his
proud position at Yorktown, just one month ago, it was
his avowed intention to fall back to a new defensive lino,
beyond the influence of our gunboata, within the borders
of the Old Dominion. It was understood that this new
defensive line would be formod near the. low lands and
marshes through which the Chickahominy river runs-
The rebels had said, in peculiar parlance, that they were
(ting to give ue a "shucking" near the banks of the
Chirkabominy. When they had crossed it in their re¬
treat towards Richmond, they burned all the bridges
over it,so as to prevent a swift pursuit. Therefore,
when our army reached that point It was absolutely no-
cassary for it to pause awhile for the purpose of con-
strucing now bridge*, aa well for the passage of troops and
artillery as Tor tho transportation of supplies. Although in
some places at low water the stream was fordable,
bridges were indispenslble for the passage of the artil¬
lery and the transportation of those supplies. Several
bridges were constructed, principally by the regiments
eompoelng General Woodbury's Engineer brigade. That
work consented considerable time, of course. Indeed, I
apprehend that the masses of the people scarcely fully
realise the innumerable difficulties connected with the
moving of an army of each magnitude as this, where, it
has jo carry every erlicle of subsistence for men and
hursts along the country over which It marches.

THE FEARFTL FT-EM OH FRIDAY LAST
waa a prelude to the battle of Fair Oaks on the
evening of Saturday and Sunday. On Friday afternoon
we eoold see in the convulsion of the elements the indica¬
tions of the furious storm, and those who were out of
camp on other than the meet pressing military business
harried beneath convenient shelter before It broke upon
tie. The clouds moved in stately grandeur across the
sky. It wes magnificent to see them; and situated as
we ere, sarrotmdedodby all the paraphernalia of warfare,
it reminded some of as of large bodies of troota falling
Into position previous to an attack upon en enemy. At
length, between four and five o'clock, the first drops of
rain fell, large significeut drops, and soon the rain came
down in torrents. The air waa highly charged with elec¬
tricity ,aad so the lightnings flashed and the thunder troll¬
ed. It wes fearfully magnificent. Sometimes the first sharp
crack of the thunder, followed by successive repetitions,
teemed like the discbarge of artillery. While the tern,
peat was opening the rebels were firing witn artillery at
n Union regiment which they saw crossing an open
apace to relieve nnotber regiment on picket, and when
the sharp crack of the thunder was heard It waa difficult
sometimes for even artillery officers to distinguish be¬
tween the reports of the enemy's and of heaven's artil¬
lery. Then the electricity in the air would frequently
break oet In such a manner a- to sound exactly like the
bring of musketry. Now and then there would be a

tremendous burst of thunder, louder far than the rojiort
cf the heaviest ordnance. Moralists, or rather religious
enthusiasts, on the Northern eide, would say that
It was Jehovah pouring ont the vials of Ilia
wrath upon the rebels, while those on the Southern side
would argu* that Heaven was manifesting its iudignat ion
it a Yankee invasion of Southern soil and an inwnded
<jSIi.ii all n of Southern homes. At all events the etorm
emotioned to rage with great fury, the r: in deacehded.
the lightning flashed and the thunder roared a great por.
lion of the night; and several serious casualties, among
them a fsw deaths, were reported in tho morning.

VMS SWELUSO OF THB CHiauUMHISY.
The immediate effect of this tremendous storm was to

swell the uncertain currents of the Chickahominy. Tills
river, let m* say, rises away up north of Richmond,and
flows In a south- aaterly direction, until It empties into the
deeper and wider waters of the Jam**. The Chickahominy
is about a quarter of a mils wide at that point. The
tide water extends up to s< mewbers between Jones'
and Long's bridges. For eeveral miles further tbe
Chickahominy can eoareely be called a river. Its proper
designation is a swamp, with several chance's running
through it. Its width varies at different point* from two
to three hundred yards to s quarter or half a mil*. It is
skirted on both side* with trees,and in some placet is
oompletely overgrown with them, so that it I* .inpos
cibl* to sac across. Dottoro'e Bridge is a central point
because the Williamsburg and Richmond road crosses it

at that place. Boar 3warap i* adjacent on the right, and
White Oak Swamp on tb* left. All the meadow lands in

that vieinity are marshy, and after a rain storm, like
that ws felt on Friday last, the w«t«r* in the Chick
shorn iny rise several feet and overflow the lowlands in the

vicinity. Ale wm the anticipated effect of the storm
ea Friday last. The Cbtckabominy was said to be higher
on Saturday and Sunday than it had ever been before,
while the second storm, on Monday night, and the sub-

sequent rains havs swollen it still mors,.until to day as

I crossed, ths "whole vsllsy of the Chickahomiiiy was

aubmaigea.
m nm nmiin to arTic* ra.

A portion of ouf army haalnf prarlatirly cro«aad tha
ftwunp, It wu at ffrat bellowed, whan the enemy had at

tar.ke 1 tie, that tba amault had bean atifKeated after tha
.torn I hata deacrlbetl It »aa trappooad that the enemy,
bettering that tba brldgea would b« waahad awny, bad
eoorlidod that bjr a determined attack ha would ba abla
to destroy tha whola laft wing of tha Union army.
Oafceequant Information, bowavar, ahowa that tlm
movement had baan plaanod prar lonely General
Jebaeton, aho ttf prior to tha attack, had made
a rocui.noi-Mtboa in furoe, " apiad out" our joiitioui

aud determined to bring forward about sixty thou¬
sand of bis host troops to Its attacit Prisoners say
that when the movement was initiated by the load >rs,
some of the rsbsl officers ratter remon-trated agaiust
it, for the reason, as th»y boliovrd, that they never

w. ui be able to eccompliah their objsot, because their

| butter [tolicy would be to remain behiud their works in

the more immediate visinity of Richmond. But it was

deliberately resolved to risk a deei>erete battle The

hopes of the rebellion were to a great extent re-ted on

the issue. Jeff. Davis himself came out at the haad of
the attacking column, end numerous private vahlc.es
brought curious s|>ectators from the rebel capital to see ,

as seme who were captured have since informed us,
"the Yankees driven into the Chitkubomtuy.
iiirnci trass lit thx wax or otrrawwu sccmst* wrowu-

no*.

Tha roads were rendered so bed by the storm that the
enemy did not get his attacking troops in ime until near¬

ly noon. The point chosen for the stuck was the main
Richmond road, and also to its right and left, in front of
General Keyee' corps. This should bring me imme¬

diately to the consideration of a subject which baa alrea¬
dy been the causa of considerabls corporation. It is
Genoral Keyca' corps-.-especially the conduct of General
< aaey's dlvialon. The llrst reports of the battle, pub-
isbed in other newspapers, have evidently done injustice
to those troopa.
Let me first remarkjthat, as one individual can sse

little of a battle, It Is more difficult than moat people
imagine to obUin in detail strictly accurate information
of what was done by the various divisions, brigades
and regiments engaged. Troops and their commanders
are terribly tenacious of honors now. Every one expects
to receive mil credit for what he may havo done. 1 find<
too, very little real magnanimity and modesty in the
army. Each desires to get all the glory he can, and
some are not over scrupulous as to how they get it.
Some would even escrifice the reputation of brother
commanders in order to enhance tboir own. Generals
are jealous of each other. There are s.'ine very hon or¬
able exception-. however. Still I am inclined to the
opinion that, In the large majority of cases, thi3 spirit ot
jealousy which 1 have noticed arises not so much from
feelings of malico as from a desire for justice. It is ex¬

ceedingly annoying to officers and soldiers to soe some

receive honorable meutiou, while others who did equally
well, or better even, are not spoken of at all. I introduce
these explanatory ob-ervatioua for the purpose of at¬

tracting attention to the difficulty in the way of getting
accurate information, aud what a delicate task it is to
cut aud carvo and polish the statements of various par¬
ties, who soe the saine thing , but in a different '.ight. so
that the truth will shine out clear and unquestioned,
is to this delicate task that I now address myself, though
I can hardly hope, even with the best intentions, to do
In the strictest sense "equal and exact justice to all."

GKXEBAI. cam's IMVWQJT.
General Casey's division occupied the advancod posi¬

tion on tho left of the Union tines. Remember, I do not
desiro to offer an apology for Casey.the Army of the
Potomac needs no apologist. I only wish to oxplain how
he came into that position. Gen. Naglee, commanding
the first brigade in that division, having beeu in tho ad¬
vance on tha left, and his troops the first to cross the
Cbickahomicy, in pusbiug forward to the front had had
several skirmishes with the cDetny. He was ordered di¬
rectly by Genoral McCIellati to make a reconnoissance to
the S»evonPiues, on the Richmond road, and to Pair Oaks
station, on the railroad, llaviug successfully carried out
the instructions of the General Commandiug, and being
familiar with that front, h" was directed to hold that im¬
portant point. The distribution of the forces previous to
the battle is important. Tho Eleventh Maine, Colonel
Planted; the 100th New York, Colonel Brown, and the
104th Pennsylvania,Colonel Davis, in the First brigade,
were encampedJust in advance of and on a lino with the
nine mile road, and between the tump.ke aud tho railroad-
The FHty-second New York, Colonel Dodge, was stationed
on the same road beyor.il Fair Oaks station. The picket
line in front of tho brigade extended from tho Richmond
road round to the Chichaliominy.a distance of about
throe milrs. The Fifty-sixth New York, Colonel Van
Wyck, was supporting the pickets, and had bivouacked
a little to the loft of the railroad, and within eight hun¬
dred yards of the front of the picket line, which was
about three-quarters of a milo in advance of the main
body of the brigade. The Second brigade,Genoral Wos
Bels. was encamped on the left of the turnpike in two
columns Tt . first column consisted of the 0..ehund-
drod and Third Pennsylvania, Major Gazzara, command,
tog; the Ninety sixth New York.Colonel Fairtnan, and
the tSecond of tbe One hundred and first Pennsylvania.
Lieutenant Colonel Morris, and the Eighty-fifth Pennsyl¬
vania, Colonel Howell, commanding. The Third brigade,
General Palmer, was stationed still furthor to the loft.
Tbe Ninety-eighth New York, Colonel Button, was on the
extreme left, end in order, from left to right, the Eighty-
fifth Now York, Colonel Belknap; Ninet.v-secoud New
York, Colonel Hunt, and the Eighty first New York,
Lieutenant Olonel DeForest. The bettories under
Colonel Bailey wore placed in proper positions
in tbe encampment. Tbe camp was being intrench,
ed; a redoubt which had been thrown up contained
three pieces of artillery, under Lientenat Hart; rifle pjts
bad been dug in tbe open field, and limber in front had
been and was still being cut down. This fallen t imber
formed an obstacle to the enemy 's approach. Another
Intrenched camp, somewhat similar, half a mile in the
rear, waa occupied by General Couch, while General
HCintzelman's corps was on the same side of the Chicka-
bominy, several miles behind. The remainder or the
army formed a continuation of the line, and was on the
other side of the Chiekahominy. But since then, let me
remark, the disiiositionjof our troops has been considera¬
bly changed, and we are prepared at any moment to meet
the enemy again.

THE BATTLE.
The Fight on Hnturdajr*

O.rrrKf. or oss or GS*muL joijxhov's am*.
For two day* at least quite a considerable force of the

enemy had been teea drawn up In line of battle, with
artillery, in a cultivated Bold hi front of this position.
On Saturday morning, the day the fight commenced,
Colonel Hunt, gener.il officer of the day, reported that
the railroad cant had been running all night. Tl.e fact
waa communicated to General Keyes. The enemy waa

evidently bringing up alrong reinforcements from Rich¬
mond prior to the attack. On that game Saturday mor¬

ning, Lieut. J. Hanoll Washington, aid de-camp to the
rebel General Johnston, while looking for a branch road
loading from the Nine Mile ro.id to the P.ionto'-nd turn¬
pike, waa captured by'our pick'ts and sent toOen. Keyes'
headquarters.

Til* KXX*T ArrotARlStr, OH or* FROST.
The pickets also reported to General Casey that the

enemy was -howing himself in forec In front. This had
been a common thing for several days beforo. Tlio One
Hundred and Third Pennsylvania regiment,liowover, un¬
der Major Gazzani, wan Immediately sent out to their sup¬
port. Soon some rebel shells were thrown, and an oc¬
casional musket shot was heard in front. Presently a
videttneame dashing in and announced that the enemy
were moving In strong lines and heavy column* on our

pickets. The working parties were recalled, and the
division was immediately ordered under arms. Four
pieces of artillery, under Captain Bpralt, tho One Hundred
and Fourth Pennsylvania, the Ninety-second New York,
Colonel nunt, and tb* One Hundredth New York, Colonel
Drown, were sent by General Casey aliout s quarter of s
mil* ubead on the Richmond road to meet the advancing
enemy. This waa about noon, some of the men l>e|ng at
dinner and officers at lunch. When the sound of the
rebel artillery was heard.probably the signal
guns for the general advance and attack.e
pleasing emotion was seen on the countenance
of General Johnston's aid. General Keyes, who
was writing a despatch, finished it Immediately,
sent the voting man off to General MrfTellan, and.from
the indlcaiiona, supposing that a demonstration might he
mad* where the enemy bad been repeatedly seen in
fore*on the right, and where General Johnston's aid had
been captured, gave orders for bis whole commend to get
under arms, and rod* off himself in that direction. He
had preceded but a short distance when be we* informed
that tbsensmy was appesrhing,not near Fair Owks station
hut further to our left. Tho sound of the musketry,
which wsa now quite sharp in front, gave the direction
of the firing, and he proceeded to superintend the dispo¬
sition of his cimmnnd.

PIHI-OSlTiCK OS THK FOB'TS.
The 100th New York, 104lh Pennsylvania and four

companies of the Eleventh Maine were placed on the
right of Captain dpratt's battery, whtiw the Fifty slith
New York and Flfty-second Pennsylvania torned in line
close by the [daces tbey occupied in the encampment-
Two companies of the lOJd Pennsylvania had been d*
lachcd and sent, under Captain Gillespie, to the left of the
Richmond road in front to meet some of theonomy who
wore appearing at that point. The Captain, who was

one of the ablest officers In the regiment, was killed; the
remainder of the regiment under tb* Major, having
many officers killed already, fall back s short distsuce

tad then the whole regiment broke Id disorder tod came

pouring down tumultuougly to the retr. That wae al|
the service that regiment rendered that day. It scat¬
tered everywhere, and members of it, aa well aa of other
regiments, were seen wandering down towards Bot
ton's Bridge during the whole afternoon. Some went
even further, and have not returned to their encamp¬
ment yet.
General Weasels' brigade was also distributed Ih line

of battle. The Ninety-sixth New York, Colonel Kalrtnnn,
was ordered to the front. The One Hundred and First
Pennsylvania, Ie,.tenant Colonel Morris, followed
speedily and took up a position on tho right, while the
Eighty-fifth Pttonsylrabta occupied the riflo pits on the
left of the Itichtnond road,' the One Hundred and Third
Penury Ivauia baring previoualy gone far In front and
melted away before tbe enfilading fire whicb the ouemy
had fastened round it.
General Palmer's brigade was likewise placed in posi¬

tion. Tbs Eighty-first New York was sent to the left
to deploy in the open field, the Kinety-eighlh and Eighty^
fifth New York went into the rifle pits, and the Niuety.
seec nd New York, having on tha Immediate ground 1ms
than two hundred men, went off to the right.

THK BATTU BBGUN.
The enemy was sesn coming down in tremendous foroe

In three separate lines. The first line would firs and
rail, then the second and then the third, and by that time
the front line had reloaded, advanced and was ready to
Sre again. Thus a continuous stream of dsath was

poured upon our men. At the first fire Lieutenant Colo¬
nel De Forest, the Major and several officers of the
Eighty-first New York, fell dead upon the ground. Lieu¬
tenant Colonel Wellman, of the Eighty-fifth, and Colonel
Runt, of the Ninety-second, were disabled; all the field
officers of the One Hundred and Fourth were lost, and
many of the officers, as well as scores of privates In
>ther regiments, were killed and wounded.
In the meantime our bat "orles bad opened fire on the

inemy, and tbe rapid roll of musketry was doing not

ess execution in his ranks than in ours. General Nog¬
ee, and Colonel Bailey, Chief of Artillery in the division,
itUo had been down to the Chiokahominy superintending
the construe'ion of some bridges, shortly arrived. The
rtoneral advanced to the front and exhorted his men to
i;ht like heroes ami stand their ground. General Casey
vita also on the spot and continued to send for reinforce¬
ments, which were furnished by General Keyes until he
tould spare no mors without weakening tho socond line,
rho main portion of those troops held their ground for
perhaps a couple of hours, while the enemy was still
sweeping down like a torrent upon them. All did not

*iand, however, for the ranks wore being constantly
thinned, as well by those who shamefully deserted their
posts as by those who were shot down. In this just
but necessary implication officers are largely included.
Phe reply to those who endeavored to rally
tbe men was, "We are following our officers;''or, "Our
officers are killed, and the regiment is cut to pieoes. tie-
cause the rebels camo down in tremendous force upon
us." Then the guns in the redoubt and two other pieces
which were brought up poured in a destructive fire into
the advancing enemy. The One Hundred and Fourth

Pennsylvania and Eleventh Maine fell back fighting with
three pieces of Captain Spratt's buttery, one of them
being left because the horseshad been killed. The Fifty-
Bfth New Yera, under Lieutenant Colonel Thourht (Colo¬
nel De Trobeisnd being sick), was brought up by General
N'nglee. placed ou the right of the road, and, with the
others, fought as beet they could Tor nearly an hour.
Colonel Bailey, who went forward to give^directions for
spiking the guns in cjso it should be necessary to leave
them, wv shot dead, the ball passing through his head.
¥oon bis Major (Van Valkenburg), who was attend¬

ing to a similar service, was also killed. General
N'aglee, in order to save two batteries whicb
were on the right of the IlicUmond road, ordered them
to tbe year. The prologues were so arranged that the

gunners retired firing with their pieces. At the same
time the guns in the redoubt were ordered to open with
grape and canister, but the ammunition having been
exponded, the horses killed, ami the suppor! ing troops
having retired, thore was no alternative but to spike
them. This was only partially accomplished, for subse¬
quently, when the redoubt was captured, two of tho guns
were turned against us. It w as then that some of our

cannou were taken.
(ISNKRAL OOCCH S TlIVlHCN,

encampod hair a mile in tbe roar, bad in tli« meantime
gotten hito action. Captain Brady's battery and two

regiments of General Abetcrotubie's brigade bad been
dotached before the battle to guard Fair Oaks statiou. In
tbe beginnings tbe action tJen. Key's had taken (Jen.Peek's
brigade and placed it on tbe road connecting tbe Richmond
road with tbe Charles City road, so as to gnard our left
Dank. With tbis brigade and a portion or tbe remainder
ol' Gen. Couch 'a division Gen. Keys formed bis second
line of bsttle. Tbe Ninety.third Pennsylvania, Col.
Mi-Carter, was seut to tbe front, on She left or Gen. Ca¬
sey's positiou. and held bis ground until compelled to
fall bock with the others. A part of Gen. Peck's
command bravely held the approaches to tbe Richmond
road on the left, while one of his regiments (the Sixty-
second) hud b< en «"nt to Gen. Couch at Fair Oaks
ststi'in, and anot I ibo Ninety-eighth) wee away with
Geu. Ftonemau.
Cea. hievine brigade was also prepared for action.

About one o'clock the Tenth Massachusetts, Col. Briggs,
was led by Gen. Devine and placed in the ride pits on tbe
right of rapt. McCarty'e battery aand on the
left of tbe Richmond road. Tbe Thirty-sixth
New York moved up the road, and, filing
to the right, three companies were placed in
the riflie pits while the remaining five companies lay
down in the open field in front of Captain Flood's artil¬
lery. Soon afterwards the Tenth was moved forward
to ho fallen timber, from which it was soon driven
back into tbe rifle pita, and subee<]ueutly taken by Gen'
Keyes to the right. General Rev ins was wounded by s

ball in the thigh, and tbe Tenth regiment became con¬

siderably acattcred. The First Long Island, Col. Adems,
about the t>arae time took np a positiou still further to
the right, in the rifle pits in front ef Captain Miller's
bsttery. Afterwards It removed towards the railroad to
meet an advancing force, and, being flanked by a supe¬
rior body of rebels, after losing nine officers killed and
wounded out of twenty-six engaged, was compelled to
fall to tbe rear.

TMS KKHCI.S RltSUId ON.

Our force" in front bad now been hotly engaged for at
least three hours with tbe fresh rep imenu of tbe enemy,
which could be seen coming down in overpowering
numbers, and the skirmishers pressing forward like a

denae, impenetrable cloud A lew of the shells from one

of our own batteries iu the rear had htir.-t over the rifle
pits. This had tbe effect of multiplying the disadvan¬
tages and increasing tbe sumtiede among oar men

General Naglec, about four o'clock, finding a few of tbe
Fifty sixth New York, and lour companies of tbe
(eleventh Maine, which had retired, placed them in a

Blight depression in tits ground between tbe Richmond
road and the railroad. Colonel Van Wyck had been car¬

ried from the field. It waa thought, severely
wounded, though afterwards hi" injuries, If say,
were found to be slight. The Flfty-sixtli and Kleventh
were then near the First long Island. They bad been

'there less then half au hour when tbe fearful fire from
the enemy, sweeping down on right and left, together
with across fire from tbe redoubt which be had cap¬
tured, rendered it perfectly Impossible tor them to stand,
and thsy retired In confusion At this time a fragment
of (he One Hundred and Third Pennsylvania came along
the road near where the First Long Island was lighting*
but receiving a deadly volley the remainder was toon

seen retiring to the reer as quickly as possible It was

then that the First Long Island also retired to tbe second
line, which formed General .'ouch's defensible position.

Himxrt.witN arm ipmsxsv.

MeanwbHe, when General McClellan was first informed
of the affair, he telegraphed Generals Heintzobnm and
Sumner to proceed to the eupi>ort of General Keyee.
General Heintzelman'a corps was already on that side of
the Chlckahomlny, while General Sumner'. was on this.
General Heintrelmen had sent orders to Genera! Kearney
legal his division into action. Simultaneously with a

stream of wagons and fugitives coming to the rear, came
one of Helntrelman'c aids, who, dashing along at a lu-
rious speed. stopped a moment and informed General

Kearney that he bed been a persons! witness of a most

disgraceful scene: that he had been in front in the vicinity
of faery's line, heard a little firing, which he supposed to

b# the customary picket firing, and on going forward
to witness it, beheld a well organised line of the enemy ¦

troops issue from the woods and advance acrwe the
plain, that they delivered volley after volley as they
catno, and bad driv e General Cssey a troo|s in eonfu-

'
sinn before them General Kearney sent tbe Third
Michigan regiment, Colonel Cbamplin, in General Berry's
brigade, up the Richmond road, to take the enemy In

flank on the left, If ho continued te pursue General
Casey's troops. This regiment was preceded by fifty
snarpehooters,under Captain Judd. The rirth Michigan,
('clonal Terry, followed the Third, wlille the flscond, Colo¬
nel I'oe, was on picket. That regiment was ordered by
General Berry to be concentrated and held In reeerve for

further orders. Two companies of the Seoond Michi¬
gan were sent, under Major Dillman, to take a

position on the flank of the Thirty-seventh New York,
which was guarding the adjacent earthworks to the
south and north. In accordance with General Helntsel-
tnan's instructions, messengers were also despatched by
General Kearney to hasten up General Jameson's brigade,
which was near the tete du pout at Bottom's Bridge.
Generals Heintzelman, Koarney and Berry, accompanied
by members of their staffs, proceeded immediately to
the front, as well to assist in rallying the wavering lines
of tbs other troops as to direct the movements of their
own now going into action. Generals Helrtzelmun and
Kearney reached the field about three o'clock, and, with
General Keyes aad other generals present,'used their per¬
sonal efforts to great advantage tn inspiring our soldiers
with confidence. At this time the enemy was stiil pour¬
ing in upon us their multiplying numbers, which were

sweeping round to the right and left, as well as down the
centre, and Gen Couch's command was beginning to
manifest the unfavorable influsree calculated to be
caused by the demoralising conduct of some of General
Gasey's. Still it should not be forgotten that those sol¬
diers. for the mcst part, fought as bravely as could pos¬
sibly be expected; that they were comparatively raw

troeps, and that they were being borne down by muoh
more numerous forces. As soon as Gen. Kearney arrived
on the field. Gen. Casey said to him in language as near
as I can remember:."General, the enemy have my late
camp in front; If you san recover it, the day will still
be ours."

GBNKRAL BRBT'S BRIOIDS.
Then It was that Gen Kearney, accompanied by Gen.

Berry, led the gallant Third Michigan into action. It
moved Into the woods to the left, and at once engaged
the enemy, not only checking his progress in that neigh¬
borhood, but compelling him to retire before tho excel¬
lent aim and deadly lire of our Western soldiers. Pre¬
sently the Fifth Michigan, Col. Terry, came up, and
was conducted by Gen. Berry to the relief
of the Third, which was than partially re¬

lieved, while the Fifth nobly continued the work
which the Third had so gallantly begun. Colonel Champ-
lin was wounded in the hip, and some valuable officers
a'so fell upon the field. Colonel Poe bad collected bis re¬

giment from where it hod been guarding passes to the
White Oak Swamp, on the left and rear, and was moving
up to. the scene of conflict.
Five companies wore led by Colonel Poe in person into

action on the right of the Richmond road, and did excel¬
lent service, while throe companies had boon detached,
by order of General Heintzelman, to form a line across

the road and prevent the progress of tho fugitives. At
the same time part of General Jameson's command,
which was moving up, was deployed for the' same pur¬
pose. General Heintzelman had given ordors to drive
them back at the potnt of the bayonet, and General
Kearney, I believe, bad given instructions to artillery
officers to fire on them. The Instructions wore not re¬

garded in the light of a positive order, and the artillery
officers did not fire. Had they done so, the courso or
Koarney would not have been without precedent, al¬
though the circumstances, as subsequent information has
developed them, would hardly justify such an extreme
alternative. Georgey, Commander-in-Chief of the Hun¬
garian forces when Kossuth was Prosidont, turned his
artillery on aomo of the fngltlve Hungarian volunteers,
and Marshal Valee pointed bis guns at the timid column
which was falling back when led to the assault of Tarra¬
gona. Tbeae meaaurea were productive of good results.
But, as I have already mentioned, I doubt that the cir¬
cumstances would warrant so harsh a courso in the pre-
sant instance. \

GKntRAt. JiMISOtv'S BRIGADa.
General Jameeon, at the bead of bis fine command,

having moved up tbe railroad as far as Savage's station,
Captain McKeever, General Heintzelman's Adjutant, in¬
structed liim to leave that point with three regiments
and move oil to the left and up the Richmond road, while
the Fourth regiment and the Fifty-seventh Pennsylvania,
Coionel Campbell, should continue up ihc railroad and
report to Ceneral Birney, who, it will bo subsequently
seen,had been previously ordered up the railroad. It
must have been after five o'clock when Ceneral Jameson
had gotten bis command on the field ready Tor
action By order of General Helntzelman,
the Eighty-seventh New York, Colonel Dodge, was

despatched to the right of the Richmond road to support
Ceneral Peck, whose commund, like all our forces on the
field, was still actively engaged. Tbe One Hundred and
Firth Pennsylvania, Colonel MoKnight, filed off the Rich¬
mond road to tho left to the edge of tbe woods, and mov¬

ing up a pathway skirting it, but covered by the tim-
her, and, deploying to the left, joined tbe command of
Ceneral Berry, which was doing effective service.
Scarcely had it secured its position in tho fallen timber
before the Hxty-third Pennsylvania, Colonel Hays, ar-

rived, and wns placed on tho right and left of tbe Rich
tuond road in the same fallen timber. Now it was tbat
one of the batteries In the rear again fired into some or
our own men in tho rifle pits. General Kearney, with
his accustomed impetuosity, was seen dashiug down th
road to correct the error. Just as he was |eav°
ing, the men In tho rifle pits were firing in
their rear, litis strange proceeding arose from
the fact that heavy squads of skirmishers were

pressing towards them, prolonging the enemy's lino of
battle on the right, while at the same time equally heavy
masses of skirmishers wero coming down in front and
running round to the left. A regiment in the centre
btoke to the rear. General Koarnoy, endeavoring to
rally them, exclaimed, "My boys, this is the wrong road
to Richmond; tbe enemy are on the other side. Follow
me!" and succeeded iu re establishing them in action.
At this time tne enemy was steadily advancing, about two
rebel brigades being seen in line, with the heals of
columns appearing in tbe renr. Stragglers and otliot^
who availed themselves of opportunities to carry off the
wounded.and there wero many such humane volunteers
at that period.were rallied by s number of our generals,
and when the enemy came out and defiantly planted his
battle flag before them, they held htm In check for a

time; hut soon the rebel foree kept coming on like on
avalanche. The Thirty-seventh New York, Colonol
Havmen. which bail been pertly In reserve, was now

orderd into vigorous notion. The enemy met the ontsot
with determined courage. Supporting columns oouhl
be observed wheeling into line and bearing to tho loft,
with the evident design of cutting a portion of our army
off by the White Onk Swamp, wblie othor forces were

coming down on the right, in tbe direction of the rail¬
road. There was a general and determined movo along
the whole rebel line. The commands of Generals Berry
and Jameson, "two stout Generals from the stout State
of Maine," were gradually moving forward, killing large
numbers of the enemy, white some of the troops
In General Keyca' oorpe. which fought bravely, notwith-
standing tbe implications against the whole command by
reason of bad conduct of| a few, also (killed hundreds of
rebels, as the ground in front of their positions fully at.
ested next day. Th< *e two commands were moving
orward like a machine, the left gradually sweeping
round, the rebels retiring before It; when driven more

upon our centre, the enemy came down with fearful fury,
and our central fore eave way. At this time General
Jameson, with a portion of one of his own regiments and
art "f Colonel Poo's, charged on a body of rebals, b it

they were finally compelled to retire. Thus, in order to
prevent being cat off, it was nocesaary for tbe lert alio to
retire. Generate Jameson and Berry's troupe having
dene tremendous execution among tho enemy retired in
splendid atyle. though they had Icat quite a number or
valuable officer.

BffVRfclTY OF TIT! HRE.PRlVERT OF nKIMitJ

Captain fmlth. General Berry's Aislstant Adjutant
General a splendid young fellow, who distinguished
himself by leading, while mounted on hie borne, one of
the most brilliant charge* in the battle of Williamsburg.
was .hot dead through the temples during tho heat of
this engagement. He was barfed near Mr. Savage's
house, beside Captain Jndd, of the Third Michigan, an¬
other valuable officer, who waa killed while directing
the fire of the detachment of Michigan Sharpshooters
Almost every general engaged on our side had either
received a wound himself or haj hi. hor*e shot under
him Generals Helntzelman, Keyes, Kearney, Couch.
Jameson, Naglee, Peck and Wes.ols bad ene or more

hor.ee shot, end the three last officer, received .light
.cratches, which c annot be regarded otherwise than ae

miraculous escape*. All of them performed valuable
services on the tield, for which the appreciation of a dis-
criminating public will reward thorn. General Helntsel-
man's staff officers were active on that day. PerImp.
the m<«t enthusiastic and brilliaut rellow among them i.
Lieutenant Hunt, a New Yorker, 1 bellova, by birth, but
eminently a Frenchman by habits and education. HI.
description of the fight to the Prince de Joinville was

highly graphic. General Kearney'a staff officers may
congratulate themselves that they survive the action.
Ho doe. not hesitate to expoee either himself or them.
Most people believe him to be Inoon.idorute In this
r«.|>ect. It will be remembered that two of hla
staff officers were killed at Williamsburg. Captain Pot-
tor, General Jameson'¦ Assistant Armani, was scarcely
lean distinguished fo^ his service^ in the action than his

accomplished General. MU devotion to bin commander
baa heretofore induced biw to refuse the coloue.'cy of a

regiment. General Berry, as I have laid, lost his gal¬
lant and promising young adjutant. I also understand,
though I cannot state with so much certainty, that Gen¬
eral Kovea' staff officers und,those of the generals under
him were not less gallant and valuable than their posi¬
tion demanded of thea. I M

Operations on the Right.
While the battle is closing on tbs Isft, let mo prooced

to a narration of the Important events which have
already transpired and are still transpiring oa the
right.

t ar rata oaks htation.
®°°n a^t8r ^e engagement commenced.in obedience

to instructions given by General Keys*.General Couch
proceeded in person to Fair Oaks station, where General
Abercomhie and General Devins were, with detachments
from their command. Fair Oaks is situated on the rail-
read, about three quartern of a mile from the junction or
the Nine Mile road with the Richmond turnpike, which
place Is known as the Seven Pines. When the enemy was

coming In an.impetuous current down our centro,a part of
the column bore away to the right la the dlreatlon of
Fair Oaks station. When the First Inng Island regi¬
ment was in the rifle pits on the right of the Richmond
road, the Twenty-third Pennsylvania, Colonel Nsal, an**
the Sixty-first Pennsylvania, Colonel Rippy, were stag
tloned in the woods betwoon tbs right of tho First Loo-

jsland and the railroad, and tho United Slates Chasseurs,
commanded by the gallant Colonel Cochrane, and the
Thirty-flrst Pennsylvania, Colonel Williams, wore placed
on tho right of the railroad for Us protection, while Cap¬
tain Brady's battery was posted la a commanding posi¬
tion, supported bv these regiments, to Intercept the
enemy on the right.
Tne enemy was discovered In groat force behind a

bolt of woods, moving down apparently towards Fair
Oaks station. Our detachmonts immediately engaged
them, and the contest was hot and heavy for soma time,
until our regiments.some of which wore considerably
cut up.were compelled to fall back. This they did,
contesting the ground asthoy retired. The tempestu¬
ous columns of Uio enemy wcro now fast pressing down
near the railroad, and separating those four regiments
and tho battery from the remainder of General Keyes
command. Perceiving how tho tideorbittio was flow
ing fast against us, General Couch had weH nigh
determined to cut his way through at every cost, and
rejoin the remainder of our forces. General Aborrornbi®
however, an oldsr soldier than General Couch, coun¬

selled otherwise, and the younger General, with his
accustomed modesty, gracefully yielded to the sugges¬
tions of his senior in years, though his junior in com¬
mand. But just at that most critical period ia the
battle, although they did not know it, the point so

severely pressed, as will be subsequently seen, was

about being reinforced by a portion of General .Sumnor's
command.

operations or ce.nkral birnet's brkjadk.
It will have been porceived that at tho time General

Kearney's division was ordered to the front Genera1
Hointzelmnn had sent one brigade of that division,
Goneral Birney's, up the railroud to the support of
General Keyes' coinmiml. It appears, however, that
while in motion General Birnoy was soon met by General
Kearney, who directed him to man the rifle pits. The
Fortieth Now York was placed in them, and tho Fourth
Maine deployed as skirmishers to tho right of the
Fortieth, on the railroad, while Captain Stur-
giss, General Kearney's Chief of Stall", followod
the line of the track wilh the Third Maine
and Thirty-eighth New York. Presently, how-
9vor, in accordance with instructions now given
by Gen. Koarney, Gen. Birney halted the two regiments
on the railroad, where, being directed to await further
orders, he placed the Third Muinu in column of compa¬
nies on the railroad, and deployod the Thlrty-olghtb New
York to the right as skirmishers. At half-past four,
or a quarter to five, Lieutenant Hunt camo with furthor
orders from Gon. Heintzelman for Gen. Birnoy to proceed
up the railroad to the support of General* Couch and

Casey, now sorely pressod. At this time the FKty-
soventh Pennsylvania, Col. Campbell, which had bo»n de¬
tached from Gen. Jameson's brigade at Savage's station,
appeared on the railroad, and£the Colonel, boing without
special orders, joined Gen. Birney's command. Having
marched with his brigade and this regiment about a

mile and a half further up, he found the First laing Island
and other troops being driven back by the enemy on the
left, while at the samo time the enemy epened fire on his
front. Tho flank of the First Long Islanders was about
boing turned when the Fifty-seventh New York was Im¬

mediately formed in line and placed on the left of that
regiment. The Filty-sevoulh was soon eugagod: it ac¬

quitted itself splondidly, and in driving back the enemy
from that point the dashing Colonel was wounded
and the gallant Major killed. The remainder of tho
command was stationed in line of battle, the ex¬

treme right rogimont boing across tho railroad. At this
moment Captain Brady, of the artillery, ia General
Conch a division, rode up and said, "General Couch has
been cut off by the enemy; but ho has fonnd a road by
which be can retreat, provided you can hold this posi¬
tion." The General signified his ability and willingness
to hold it. But now one of General Keyes' aids came
with an order from General Helntzelrnan still urging
General Birney to continue bis coarse up the railroad,
leaving the Fifty-seventh engaged ho weut on to Fair
Oaks station, where ho found General .Sedgwick already
engaging tho enemy. At this point Captain Hnssler, of
Genoral Jameson's staff, came with orders from General
Kearney directing Genoral Birney to retire immediately
to the point from which be had proceeded. Hav
Ing sent an aid to inform General Kearney of
Gen. Heintzelman's ordors, and to ask whether, under
the circumstances, he should obey tho instructions of the
division or the corps commander,J General Kearney re

pouted his order to fall back, which was obeyed, and
proper dispositions being made for the night, tho brigade
was joined on the right by Goneral Sumner's command
I have given this record of Genoral Birnoy s movements,
because on the following morning he was placed under
arrest by General neintzelman for dleobedienco of ordors.

Arrival of General Sumncr'i Command.
I now return to the most important part or the (lay's

operations, and the successful close of the conflict for
the night. Hiring been ordered by General McClellan
early m the afternoon, soon after the action commenced,
to cross his corps and proceed to the support of Heint-
zelman and Keycs, General Sumner had his command
immediately under arms, and It was soon on the road
to the Chickahominy. General Sedgwick's division took
the lead, followed by General Richardson's. The roads
were heavy and the travel necessarily difficult and slow.
The grapevine bridge over which he creased, had been
almost swept awsy by the sudden swelling of
the swamp. It was almost impossible to bring
over the artillery; the horses floundered and
fell, and at first only Kirby's battery of Napoleon
guns were crosaed. When passing Dr. Trent'a house
Gen.'Sumner was mot by Gen. Abercombie's Quarter¬
master, who then told hia tale of bow Gen. Couch, with
four regiments and a battery, had been separated on the
right from the main body, waa being pressed by supe¬
rior numbers, and was in need of immediate reinforce¬
ments. The column was pushed along as rapidly as

possible, part of tho time a portion of it going on tho
double quick. Gem Gorman's brigade was in iha ad*
vsnee. Arriving near the Adams House, not far from
Fair Oaks station, tho Union troops In that vicinity
wore perceived In position. General Sumner made a
most admirable disposition of his forest.

obrsrai oormar's rrioadr

was Immsdistsly placed In position to relisvs the troops
alresdy engaged. The First Nlnnssota, Colonel Sally,
which waa first on ths ground, arriving at twsnty
minutes past four o'clock, was formed, the right retting
on Robert Courtney's house and ths left on the adjacent
woods. Tho heavy lines and columns of the enemy, pre¬
ceded by a numerous body of skirmishers as before,
wero perceived in front. Boon ths firing commenced,
and the First Minnesota having sustained the first of the
firs, assisted by ths battery, the other regiments Id the
brigade speedily joined In ths fight. On first coming up
they wero formed In three parallel lines, the Thirty-fourth
New York, Colonel Suiter, In (Font; the Klgkly-sesondNew
York,Colonel H. W. Hudson, and the Fifteenth Massachu¬
setts, Lieutenant Colonel Kimball commanding.Colonel
Ward, who wan captured at Ball's BtufT, being at ltome
for n season.in ths rear. Boon the Fifteenth Massachu¬
setts was dstaobed to support a battery. Ths F.ighty.
first, followed by ths Thirty-fourth, were then ordered
forward, when thsy changed front, and with aright
wheel moved forward through tha woods and commenced
driving back ths enemy. The Fifteenth Massachusetts
was withdrawn behind s battery, and waa not brought
Into action.

osnsiui. WAoauims Ai-nrarra to takr a rattsst.
While Lieutenant Kirby's battery wss being placed In

I«sltisn ths en amy came out in force ami made a deeps-
rate qltempt to capture it. It waa ths same artlllerv

companjr which Captain Ricketts commanded at Barf
run when the pieces were captured.

It was formerly the now rebel Geuoral MagruderK
battery. Ho evftenlly recognized the colors of the com¬
pany, and the prisoners we have captured say be svrora
he would have that battery. He ordered an immediate
and desperate charge. The rebels camo within twenty
yards, when they poured in a destructive Are into our
ranks. The Are and the effect for a few moments were
terrific. The cannoneers w ere driven from their pieces;
horses plunged and reared, while some fell in the traces,
killed or wounded; others Uushod off with caissons, but
the generals present at this critical moment and exciting
scene dashed forward, swords in hsud, the gunuora
sprang forward also, and, "quick as lightning," manned
their pieces. The supporting regiment, which had for
s moment wavered, though its Colonel and
other valubable officers had fallen, now rallied,
and they were greeted with a tremendous shower ot
Are, whioh caused them to fall back in great disorder.
It was at that latest Arc from the enemy that Colonel
Riker, of the Sixty-second New York, was killed. As he
was advancing he said:."We have some cold steel to
give them, boys," and then be fell mortally woundod is
the body. The Thlrty-Arst Pennsylvania and the Chas¬
seurs were doing excellent service on the right, and had
already performed tbelr share in driving the enemy away
from our artillery. Before our deadly Are the enemy
fell back, and Gonarai Magruder did not get his battery.

A BATTLE VLAO CAPTTMD.
The Ohio company of Colonel Coohrane's Chasseur*,

perceiving a small light Aag earned in the rebel ranks,
and'supposing it to be a white flag, by means of whioh
the enemy Intended to play their deceptive game of-a
"Friends.don't shoot, we are frlonds!" sprang forward,
deliversd a deadly volley, and eaptured the little flag. II
proved to be the battle flag of the Hampton Legion, oi
South Carolina, which was one of the organizations
which suffered so severely at that point. DuriBg ths
action the One Hundred and Sixth Pennsylvania, Colonel
Horebead,and the Seventy-eecond Pennsylvania (rtax.
tor's Zouaves), ware changed to dlflerent parts of ths
field as reserves.
GRASP CHARGE AND CLOSE OT TBI BATTLE FOR THS Wl'rtTr.
The enemy, however, wasbnly checked momentarily;

for soon fresh troops ware brought out, and another
rsbel line was observed advancing. Then a portion o!
General Dana's brigade was deployed on the left of Gen¬
eral Gorman's. The Nineteenth Massachusetts, Colons'
IIlocks, was away on picket, and the Forty-second New
York, Colonel Charles, had been left at theggrapovine
bridge, principally for the purpose of assisting in tin
passage of the artillery. It. was the other two.ths
Twentieth Massachusetts, Colonel Lee, and the Sovonth
Michigan, Colonel Grosvener.which were then.required
to extend the line of battle on the left.
Before those two regiments were fairly formed in tneti

assigned position, they received a sudden volley from
the enemy, whioh was sufficient to test the mettle of ths
best troops in the world. They still steadily advanced,
however, and, Just as they reached the rising ground is
the open space, over whioh they were marching, ths
boavy flanking columns of the enemy appeared in view,
proudly pressing down in anticipated triumph ta
our left. The evening had now far advanced
and the darkness must soon necessarily close the
battle for the night. General Sumner determined
that it should closo victorious for us. To this end ha
ordered a determined charge along the whole line. Four
regiments actively participated in this charge. Tha
Seventh Michigan and Twentieth Massachusetts
were on tho left of tha line, tha Thirty-
fourth and Eighty-second New Yortc on the right,
while the battery took up a favorable posi¬
tion on the right whore it could manoeuvre to advantage.
The Twentieth Massachusetts was commanded by Col.
Lee and Major Revere, who had been captured at Balls'
Bluffs and released. The battery was oommanied
by three quite young and promising lieutenants.Kirby,
Woodruff and French. General Sumnor placed him-wlf,
accompanied by hl9 staff, iu the centre; General Sodg-
wick took the right, and Generals Gorman and Dana
their proper positions in the line. The enemy stood
in deflant line of battle in the woods. Tho order
was givon to charge, and then the line advanced
steadily, firing cautiously, while, as the lint
wheeled a little to the right, to get nearer te
the onemy, tho battery wheeled also, tho right pieco re¬

maining as a pivot, while the other pieces moved forward,
firing in splondid stylo. Those manoeuvres, executed
undor the severest Are, could scarcely have boon per¬
formed more perfectly ou drill. The enemy returned tha
Are at first with vigor, but when our bayonets were fast
approaching the skirting of the timber the rebels broks
and ran, and the conflict was thus suoeesafully dosed fot
the night.

The Fight on Bnndnjr.
THE OPPOSING ARMY HLEEP1RO WITnlK PISTOL SHOT.

I need not detail tho order of the bivouac. Suffice It
to say that General Richardson's division in the centra
was made to connect with Gonerai Sumner's corps oa
the right and General Heintzelman's corps on the left.
An order of the rebel General Anderson was found direct-

ji*; the troops to move during the night, appointing a ren¬
dezvous where tho ammunition wagons would bo found,
and instructing the commanding officer of each regiment
to see that every man in his command was furnished,
with a piece of white cotton .cloth, half a yard
long, "the use of which would be ezplainod hereafter.'*
Probably the enemy intended a night attack, but subse¬
quently changed his plans. Some or the prisoners taken
on Sunday had the eotton bands referred to fastened oa
their caps. In the meantime General Richardson * di¬
vision had been arriving, having experienced even more

than equal difficulties in getting on the ground.
After dark the troops bivouackod cloee te
the rebel lines. Large bodies of either army
actuallr slept within pistol shot of each other during the
night. On the following morning the conflict was coo-

tinned. General Richardson's division, General Blrney'S
brigade, of Kearney's division, and General Slekloa'
brigide, of General Hooker'a division, with two of the
New Jersey regiments, both brigades and regiments be¬
ing in General Hentzelman's corps, were the troops
which fought the battle on Sunday morning. The firing.
I believe, began at different points simultaneously. At
nil events the tide of battle ran from left to right as
before.

cmnotAL hooker's corns \jrn.

About seven o'clock, when the flring commenced
General Hooker, being ordered to the front, led the Fifth
New Jersey, Colonel Starr, and the Sixth New Jersey,
Colonel Melt, up the Williamsburg road, having previ¬
ously ordered General Sickles to follow with hl|
brigade. The flring had already commenced on tlx
right and was running down the line of the railroad
The enemy was first found In a piece of woods doss
to the railroad. When putting his command ints
action, to the right of the Sevan Pines, ftenoral
Hooker came upon General Blrney's brlgado, undet
command of tho gallant Colonel Ward, drawn up la
line of baattlo. and finding then that the Kxre'.sios
brigade had been ordered Into action in another spot,
he Joined his regiments with those under CoIodoI Ward
and assumed command. The New Jersey regiments
were placed on the left, and Colonel Ward's command,
which now numbered less thsn a thousand men, wort

stationed on the right of those regiments, and on ths
left of the railroad In ths samo order In which thsy had
been plared on the previous night. Changing front
forward on tho right batallon to meet the enemy's fir*
the command was soon actively engaged.

ozhwal mmsKT's brigaor

The New Jersey regiments were thinning tho reo*

ranks, while another body of the enemy came down Is
regiments by the flank into the woods and ooinmsnced
moving forward into lino. As each rebel regiment, 01

portion of a regiment, got into position It commences
flring. Before they wero fully formed, however, Colonel
Ward, with tho Thirty-eighth New York, under Majot
Balrd; the Third Maine, Colonel Staples, and tho Fortietl
New York, Lieutenant Colonel Pagan.Col. Riolly having
boon relieved of the command the day previous.idranees
in line, and hie m< n, with tremendoue cheers, rushee
through the woods driving ths rebsls oefore thena
Many fsll on each aide, however. As ths rebels werf
driven into the field beyond, they caught s telling orosi

Are from the Fourth Maine, Colonel Walker, and Seventl
Massachusetts,Colonel Russell, which were further is
advance near the railroad. Tho rebels wero driven b*
fore the point of the bayonet until they roached an ad
vanUgeous position, where they offered a deaper.ite r*

sistance before they finally retired.
guxsal sirslbs' brio Arm.

In the meantime Gen. Sickles had brought the Excel
.lor Brigade up the Rlohmond rosd end placed it i«
action. It wee e beautiful sight to see the regiment*
with oolore flying, forming into line. The Second F.xcol,
aler, Ool Hstl, had juat gotten Into position near th<
breastworks, when, In obadlonee to n subsequent order.
It proceeded lurtheron the road, and filing to the left
formed in line or battle on the edge of a belt of timber
the Third regiment, Col. Taylor, followed and formal


