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Cawpe Liowery, Nean Ricuxoxp, June 25, 1882

The rebels scom to be fully satisfied that they can
@uin nothing, but must lose everything, by collisions with
the Army of the Potomac. Besides, thoy have a whole.
some terror of General McClellan, and say eaunot
comprehend bis method of conducting war. yfor
the past few days, the enemy's attacks on our lines have
almost cntirsly cemsed, and, uniil this merning, open
hostilities bave beou lately confined, even in Lhis depart
meat, to the usual aflairs belween pickets and Lho occa-
slonal dropping of a sheil among Lhe enemy.

In & violeot thunder storm which raged yesterday the
scens preseuted was ope of awlul grandesr. One of our
batteries was busy shelling the enomy. The guns were
large and the explosions loud. They were fully rivalied
by the artillery of nature, however, which was the loud-
est 1 evar heard, and the flashes (rom our large guns,
reflected on the dark clouds, were (ar surpassed by Lhe
finshes of lightniog which darted througlh the heavens.
Thers were also sharp cracks of musketry and sharp
erashing thunder simultanecusly with it, so that i
waa Bometimes difficult to digeern which was thunder
and which was muskelry.

Our troops bave besm engaged In
fhe woods in our froot,

clearing
and considerabls pro-

m.m«mnmmmmt.u
Carldomy deployod se skirm ndvanced seroes
in frous of the 5 which tho rebels

pied. Firiug bebweoh the pickels Bowscommenoced, and
the First Massachusglis still advancing, the rebels
fell back upon thelr Tessrve. Our reserves, ocom-
posed of the Excelsior aud New Jerssy brigudes,
wsalsted by & portion of Geweral Grover's brigades,
the First, Eleventh and Bixteenth Massachusetts, Second
New Hampsbire and the Tweniy-sixth Penusylvanis,
now came up, driving the rebols out of the woods which
they ocenpied tnto m peach orchard beyond. Our men
then advanced to the woods and held them, though the
rebeln coutinued thelr musketry fire. Ts was now wboul
sleyen o'clock, and all Oring had ceased, excopt a few
stray shots betweea the pickets. Al this time there
was bus very little loss on each side, whea two Napaleon
guts, used for throwing grape, cunister and shrapuel,
were moved into the woods, openlug fire upon Lhe suelny
and doing great execution. Betwecn twelve aud ope
o'clock an order Lo advasge was received,and \he whole
advanced in lioe of battle auvd moved forward to take
the rebel rifle pits. They advanced in good order, and
wero received with s volley of musketry, which was
promptly returned by our men., Thetusketry friog
was continued on both sides for nearly three.quarters of
aa bour, volley following volley in rapid succession
by regi and brigades, when the rebels made
& Bayope:t charge, ﬂ.nn.llllrgu in position and
dtarting towards our men in doublequick. Our men—
the First and Eleventh Massachussiis, and the Tweniy-
sixth Peansylvanis regiments—stood ready to receive
them. On came the rebals, yelliog like a pack of devils,
towards our brave boys, who were in lioe of battle.
‘When the enemy arrived in front, and were ju the act of
oroasing bayoeneis, they were alarmed st the firm froot
and courage of our suldiers, breaking line and retreating
In great disorder. On thelr beels were the Union troops,
who drove them more than half a mile at the point of
the bayonet, forcing them into their owa riile pits, aud,

day, and lo try and capiure or dlsperse our working
| partiss. 80 clode were the volleys that I feared for &
momest the edsmy had succeeded ia resching the camp
of the Beveuiy-first regiment, i whigh | was sleeping.
A desperate batile occurred in Hooker's columa. Colo-
nel Burke was proteciing the working jarties ia our
fronk, with three companios of bis regioicot deployed a8
skirmishers , and the balance held about furty paces (o re-
serve. The rebels adopted a new and masterly plan for
wiping them out this time. They advazoed in column
by segimeuts, four or five in bumber The mdvanced
reglweat fired and throw themselives on the ground, and
the secoud in advance did \be same, and 8o’ on Lill their
lust regiment bad fired. This was all the work of & quar-
ter of & minute. They then rcae, thinking, doubilesa,
our piokets were snoihilated; but our wmen, by Hurke's
orders, threw themselves on the ground, behiod logs, at
the suemy's first di go, und r 1 thore till his
last regiment bad fired, whon, to the astouishment of
their foes, they raised themselves suddenly and opoved
& dreadfully scourate fre upon the enemy by companies,
which was mainisined with 80 much spirit that
the wholo force of the enemy were scon oom-
pelied to give way bufore it aud fy in hot haste, leaving
the ground strewn with their dead and dying. Tho ens-
wy's u.asses were 8o dense that our fre told upon Lim
at thus poiat with frightful efect, and the ground was 50
swampy and uneven that he could not sscape Lill aum-
bersof his men bad fallen. The effectofl our fringon
this cocasion may be judged from the fmet that (rom the
iustant it commenced Lhe rebels never attempted any-
thing but panjo stricken flight. The battle commenced
with a rebel yell and ended with & Unioncheer. The
stillacss of carly morning agein succeeded Lhis stormy
scene, and the working parties continued their labors
without further interruption, while to tho formar sounds
wars now added the moans of the wounded soldiers. 8o

works and the rifie pis in which they (the sharp shoot.
ors) had enmoonsed thomsslves. The shooters in
cxeouting this m-wlum men wounded.
Company G was subsequsatly detached to work with the
artillery.

From the time of the arrival of the reinforcements the
firing continued without lntermisaion uniil hall-past nine
o'slock. BSuch vollies of musketry,so sharp, quick and
Incessant, have usver beea surpassed ln any buttle of
the preseut war. And the roar of ariillery was Lremen-
dous, coustant and deafeniog. CGeneral Grifine regi-
ments each fired about tweniy thousand rountds,
Geueral Grifin, in the boitest of the @re, rode
along the linos frequently, unmindful of the ghower of
abot and shell. Ho waa 8o pleased with the coolness and
valor of the regimentsof his brigade that he remarked
to Captain Anchimety, of General Morell's stafl, who also
rode back and forth with him, equally heedless of the
storm of Iron rain and leaden hall, ‘‘Good God! what
have I ever done tohave such & fortunate inheritance?"’
And the men did fight well. They drove back the snemy
in front of thom, The positiou of eack regiment was ou
the brow of a hil, happlly secured thoir comparative
eafety from the mm:u the enemy, while our fire
did great execution in the rebel ranks. This accounta
for the small list of easualties sustained by thia brigdas.

During the progress of ihe engagement General
Merrill was actively moving hare and there, superintend-
ing the dispesition of Lhe brlau‘p of his division temoeel
any contingency that might require their united sorvioes.
Of gourao It will be underatood that General Fitg John
Porter, who I8 Dever 80 much st home as when Super
vising an excl ing batile, was omiipreseat.

CENERAL M'CLELLAN ON PHE PINLD,

Duriog the most part of the firlag Genersl MeClollan
was on the deld. His preseace did much to inspirit the

"men, and they doubtless fought with more determioed

far this morning all has been quist, except the |
throwing of & bomb ou the mass, or & ritle in the hands
of & picket. The following are tbe names of some of the

continuing the charge, pelled them to e te the
riffe pita and take sheiter in tha woods beyond. Our
men then took possession of the rifle pils and held them,
continuing to do 60 until reiuforced, and at a late hour
Inst night they were still held by our men. The snemy
foil in heaps in this glorious charge, the ground being
covered with tho fallon rebels. They managad, however,
L0 remove most of their killed and wounded in thelr reo*
treat, so thut their actusl joss is oot known; but from 76
to 100 killed and wounded were picked up by our men.

The wounded wore sent to the wvarious bospitals,
and reccived the same ocare as our men, It Is
thought that more fell in this charge shan
the splendid oms at the battls of Fair Oaks.
Artillery now poured its deadly fire upon them
from every airectiun; shot and shell fiying thick
and fast (n the woods where Lhe rebels had retreated to,
who replied by repeated volleys of Y, with bat
listle heavy firing. About haif-past four o'clock the enos
my undertock a flank movement on the left to captur®
ane of our batteries, but were repulsed by Geueral
Eearney's division, with a very heavy losa on their
eide.

An account of one of the first of our wounded says:—
After we were drawn up in line of battle, firing com-
menced. The whole of Hooker's division were drawn up
in line, except & brigade which was holding & redoubt,
and which wore beld in resarve. They wore afterwards
breught icto sction. Li Eched, of G ¥ F,
Seventh reglment New Jersey Vilunteers, was one of
the first killed., The First Massachuseits took the ad-
vance, and Company B of the Second New Hampshire
regiment (sbarpshooter) were ordered to the front with
them. When I was carried of we had taken one of the
robel redoubts.

Ancther of the wounded, James McCarthy, of company
D, Second rogiment, Excelsior Brigade, mays that Lhe
Eleventh Massachuseiis made & bayonst charge, and
drove the rebels out of some woods whiich they ocoupied,
the rebels retreating panic stricken.

He also sald that General Sickles had two horses shot
under him, snd that the last he saw of himi he was in the

A rebel, ing to tha Foarth Geor-
gia regimont, was captured. He was badly wounded in
the loft arm, near the shoulder, 80 that amp ion was
necessary. He was one of the first shol on the other
side. Hesays that whon our meneommenced the attack
the Fourth Georgia regiment were on picket, nnd that
our firing was returned by the rebels. He adds that
previous to the attack there was some firing between the

ickets, the rebels ing. They were answered
l:y Ilrin; Trom our picketa.
Oue of the Ninetecnth M 3 , which suffered

yery severely In killed and wounded, says:—'Belween
oight and nine o'clock the i y under d of
Colonel Edward W. Hinks, was drawn up in line
of battle, and soon after entered the woods direotly
in frout, near the eeutre; Compamy K, the right flank
company, were thrown oul as skirmishers. Two or
three advances were made by the regiment, in allna-
vancing about two bundred feet, obliquely to the right,
sod flnally forming on the right of Bickles’ brigade,
where they shortly after received the fire of the enemy.
They fought until eleves o'clock, and luet, in kilied,
wounded and missing, nearly sixty men. Company K,
who acted as skirmishers on the right, drew the fire of
the whole brigade of the enemy,and received ssveral
volleys from entire regiments. The ensmy had sharp-
shiooters in the trees, who fired npon us with deadly
alm, kflling and wounding several. First Lisutenaut
James H. Rice, of Company ¥, was one of the firet wonnd-
ed in thizs way, receiving & severs flash wound in the

thigh.™
grom towards Richmood has lately been made | gjongi A G. Morrison voluoteersd his servicss on
in this way. In one direction, after a hand skir- | | Palmer's staff. * He was wounded in the left arm
mish, in which the rebels in fores were driven beforeus | .\ 4 1ad two fingers ampufated. His horse was ulu:
grom riffe pits and abalis. General Hooker's column shot under him. . He wag formerlj & resideat of Rich.

advanced this morning three-quarters of a mile towards
Richmond, sud have sioce maiutaioed their ground., A
new line of iutrenchments may be establisbed on this
new ground, and by means of them wo cas cutflank ‘“the
hill in front of the old tavern,'” upon which the soemy
have erected a fort, and which Is thought to be the key
to the doomed city. To-morrow will, perbaps, decide
biow soon the advantageous position will be ours. Our
loss in tho skirmuieh of to-day, which I bave mentioned
was quiteserBus—roport puts it as high as two bundred
killed and wounded; bat that of the enemy was heavier.
Your eorrespondence from that corps will doubiless far-
uish an account of Lhe affair, however.

As 1 wrils the rebels have made s dash at the pickeis
in froat of Genoral Sumner's corps, and Lthe retreas of the
moment compels me to discoutinue writing for the pre-
sont.

‘Warrs Hovem, Vs, , June 20, 1863

The battlo of yesterday was ool so sanguinary in ite
characler a8 was first supposed. Our lost im killed and

ded will mot jber over ihree hundred men.
Compared with the mportant result schieved it was
cheaply bought, and was & complete triumph of our
arms, Our army has made a geveral advance om the
enemy ous or two miles beyoud the place where ihey
weore for the past two wesks. The “‘coils of the ser-
pent’’ are clossly euvironing Lhe enemy's position, and
the spires of the church stesples of Richmond are in
wight of & portion of our lines. General McClellan is nllr
0 his sscond line of seige p » In an impreg
ponition to any force Lhe rebels myhrh]mumhm.
Ome railroad train load of wounded from yesterday's
pattle were brought down bere lale Insd pight. They
were immediately placed on board the hosplial steam-
boal Kniekerbosker, and lofi for Fortress Moaroe ai
#aylight this merning. The Toulsians is now takiog oo
toard anothor detachihent of the

Captain Spencer, of the United Stales Army, lately
doing duty with the Army of the Polomac, was arrested
14 ln allegod, by order of Gen. McClallan, and placed !n
tlose oomfinement. He was brought to this port and put
sn board the gunhont Marblehesd. The alleged charge
against the accused in disloyalty to the Union. Itap
pears thal the uncle of the prisoner is a Judge in the
§tate of Maryland, and was recenily arrested for some
{rreguiarity in bie official conduct tending to disloyaity.
Capl. Bpevoer, who was educated under the ‘ostering
eare of Bis unele, upon l'saruing of the arrest of his
benefctor, Iald down his sword snd refused duty. Thbe
prisoner will be pent to Fort Lafaystts,

The White House, the property of Fita Hugh Les, about
which so muoch fuss bas been made by afew meddls.
ome faull Soding Congressmen, I8 now occupied by the
tistars of Charity, who bave come hoere as hospital
surses. The bullding was unsuitable for Rospiial pur.
yoees, 14 being eutirely too small. Henos its disposal,
@ | have alroady stated.

Ix Frowr or Ricwsowp, June 28, 1502,

On Tues!sy night the regimenia eompostng Hovker's
divwi-n recelved orders to fold thelr baankels atag
#arly bour Use following mornieg, provide one day's ra.
Junm o thelr haversscks, and move 10 the front al saven
gciock.  Each order was prowptly sttended to, and at
e Bour the whole division was drawn ud fa Hne of bal.
@8, About vlchi o'clock the witsss sommenged. The

mond, was familisr with the roads, and was altampting
to keop the right Sank from ambuscade when be was
shot ln the hand.

1 learn that on Tuesday night last a skirmish ocourred
between the pickets of the epsmy and those under com-
maud of Captain Clark, of company A, Twenty-ninth
Massachuosetts. Our pickets were attacked, snd a man
wounded and taken prisoter. The fire gras promptly re-
tarned by our men, who fell back on their reserves. It
is repuried that nine of the epemy were killed.

The day previous ihe pickets under d of Cap.

wounded |n the Bixty-third regiment. Their total loss
waa {iftesn men wounded jn the alluir of this moroing—
Robart N. Sawen, Bernard Foley, Churles MoCarty, Ser-
geant Hart, John Humploy, Thos. Counery, Luke Kava.
nagh, John Madden nod Michael McCarthy .

Our lines have besn sdvanced considerably since yoa-
terday, and every day briogs fresb evidence that ibe
doom of the besieged eapitul of the rebellion s clogs st

THE LAST SANGUINARY FIGHTS

The Battles of Thursday, Fri-

day and Saturday,
&e.,

&e., &o.

THE FIRST DAY.
Barris FieLp wein MEcmAmicsviLLe, June 26, 1863,

The right wing of the Fotomac army has been the
scens of & baitle to-day of more than common durstion
and fiercences. The result has ounly besn the currying
out to fuller confirmaticn the remark of General McClal-
lan—that the Army of the Potomac hos never yet sus-
tained & check. We have beaten tho enomy, and
n glorious victory is ours. Our loss, oconalder-

T than, perhaps, they would have done other.
wise, considering the odds agaiust thers, Gen. MoClollan
expressed himself perfectly patisfied with the day's
work, and complimented Gensrals MoCall and Morell in
person ror the handsomoe manner im whish they had
munaged their men.

The boys bad won the day and the praise of thair
commanders, and were satiafiea,

According to the statements of prisoners, the bulk of
the enemy comprised Gen, Hill's division, mostly Geor-
ginand South Carollns regiments. They had tweuty
thousand men o the action. It was tho same party who
sonoyed Gen. Stonoman io the morning in e direction
of Hapover Court House,

THE T0-NIGHT.

All our moa are aleeping on their arms to-night. It i
expocted that the t will ba wed In the
morning. Meantime thoss who are not sleeping sre at.
teudiog to the wounded and dying who survive the day's
slaughter.

THE SECOND DAY.

I run Fieed Nuan roe Cuoxasonivr, June 7—10 P. M.

The Polomac srny i8 seeing sctive service enough
now (0 make up for the masterly inactivity of moniis
past. At every call to dusy in the feld, and face to face
contending with the sosmy, most nobly do the men rally
to tho work., To-day ancther baitie has been fought by
our gallani Union troops. ther glorious wictory to be
added to the brililant records of Wedneadsy and Thurs-
day. Each new day'sfight only shows more strikingly
the stern and patriotic stull our seldiers are made of;
that they are gradually fulfilling the brightest expocta-
tions sutertained of them, and that they must be in-

ing the time we were engaged, is small.
about two hundred killed, wounded and missing being bl I
the prescnt estimate. There s avery reason Lo beliave

that the loss of the snemy ia more than double ours, and
that notwithstanding (bey had noarly hiﬂ a8 many
man {o the action,

The spomy made the altack. A demonstration bad been
looked for {rom them for eeveral days, and hence our
men were iu readinezs—and when are thoy otherwise—
to ropel the attack. Aboub two o'clock thia aftecnoon
the rebels wore seen advancing in large force across the
Chickahominy, oear the railroad, close by Mechanles-
villa, whore Geueral McCall bas been encamped since
oceapying & position oo our froot lices. Planting their
batterles in guod posilion om  our - rear, they
opaned fire.  Quistly the batieries of thls
divigion were wheeled into plage, and a vigoroum ro-
sponse bogan. The roar of artillery was deafening, but
soon the crack of volloys of musketry uniled o swelling
the tumaultuous roar of the battle,

GENERAL M'CALL'S" DOLDXESS.

Our men were drawn up in line of battle direatly facing
the eoemy. It was & bold piece of work, socing
that the euemy wers manifestly largely superior
to us in pumbers. It was Do determioation
or wish of the regimenta censtituting the Pennsylvauia
reserves 1o esek tho protecting cover of woods or
marshea, either of which they might have selected, but
come out in squars, open Oght. The work soon waxed
warm, as the enemy showed a disposition to accept the
challenge to open combal—an accopiance, doubtless
based, bowsver, on full confidence in their capacity Lo
come ous first best in the Aght.

THE BUCKTAILS BURROUNDED,

The First Peonsylvania Rifies (Bucktails) were

on picket duty as the esemy firat marched

on us, making & rapid l-druol through the
jutervening lowlands and forests. The frst
thing thoe Pucktalls kpew they wers almos'

completely surrounded. Seeing the position they were
in, and having oo disposition to go to Richmond in ad-
vance of the grand army, they set themselvos al work
vigorously to get out of the difficalty. It was no easy
job, but they did more mwd accomplishing their pur.
posethan ten rebal regl ilarly sit d could have
dope. They cut their way fairly out, but most of company
K, who bappened to be the firss gurroundoed, were taken
prisoners. The rest were soon in rifle pits, and they
peppered the enemy with a sauciness carrying with it &
feoling of revenge., And tbey bad their revenge. The
robais left as many dead on the fleld shot by Buckiail
rifles as mombers of the regiment they bore away cap-

tive with them.
HEAT OF THE BATTLE,

About #ix o'elock the battle raged with flercest fury
Advancing down at the resr of Mechanicsville, ona lw
swampy ploe of ground, where our inen wers
drawn up bebind earthworks and rifle pits, the

tain Leach Company C wnmrmm,m also
attacked by the pickets of theememy. One of our men,
uamed Geerge Brown, was killed,and asother, named
Kleal Charles, ded in the hip, shatteriog the
bone alightiy. Brown was shol in the neck,the ball
coming out on the opposite side, killing bim slmost in-
staotly. His equipments, gun. waloh, and wbout forty
dollars io money, were stolen from him by the rebais.

A report has been in eirculation Lere for the last two
or three days that there was & fight in Rishmond on
Mouday night laat between some North Carclion and Vir-
§inia troops, and that they used both graps and canistor.
Several were killed.

Cawr Vicrory, Naan Ricumoxp, June 36, 1883 .

There Las besn some lively skirmishing in front of
our lines within the past twenty-four bours. In addition
1o the skirmish which eccurred in General Hooker's di-
vision yesterday morning, we had two brisk oues yes.
terday aflerncon about four o'clock,aud this morning
about one o'clock. While the rebels were assalling and
driving o the pickets of Hooker's division the Sixty-
third rogiment New York Voluotesrs, Colonsl John
Burke, bad orders to push forward yesterday aftsrnoen
as far as they could, and _to hold the ground that they
should gain. They did push forward, and drove the
enemy befors sthem gallantly,and gained balf & mile
which they bave since held. By appearing suddenly cn
the left fank of ihe enemy Lhey also took him by sur.
prise, and cheaked darably the | y of his
assaull opon Genarsl Hooker's pickets. The loss of the
Sixty-third o this afair was only five men wounded,
More or less skirmisbing took place now o sll direc-
tlons, sad batteries wers brought inlo play on both
sides. The rebels soon discontisued the fght, and re
tired, however, and several of our batteries bomh

fliet b iodescribably terrific. With des
perate courage, the rebuls atiempled to spring
forward over the mrching ground, but they

ware mowed down without mercy In thelr wallowings
ip the mire.

A oharge of cavalry waa attempled about this time,
but the Lorses, like the men, became mired. Some of
our oavalry sssing thelr conditiou eharged down the hill;
the rebel equestrians left their horses aod teok Lo Lheir
Lesls.

Disappointed in thess altempis o win the day,lhe
enemy attempted s fank movemenl. Now came the
titne of elosest contest. Our men would not yleld & rod
from their position.

GENERAL MORELL'S DIVISION TO THE RESCUR.

During the height of the cannonading General Morull's
division arrived on the ground. Thoy reached the
soene of the ongagement about six o'clock In the even”
ing. With bold froat the reluforeing division marehed
up In faes of the fying shells, Genural Morell mnd his
gtalf lesding the advancing column. Only one brigade
was called into sction—the Becond brigade—nnder com,
mand of General Griffin, who only three hours before
bad assumed the command by right of seniority over
Colone! MeQuade. The brigade came up on double quick,
ready and eager to lend a helping hand In securing Lo
sur sido the fortunes of the day.

Tho brigade was orderesd to relleve the contre of Gens®
fal MeCall's eolumn. The Fourth Miehigan, Colonsl
Woodbury, and Fourtoenth New York Voluntears, Col,
MeQuade, formed in line of batlle in fromi, taking
the place of twe of General McCali's regiments, while
behind them, likowise drawn up (o line of batile, were
the Eixty-sccond Pennaylvanis, Colonel Black, and
Ninlb llnunhumu regiment; Colunel Casa.

their camp for upwards of an hour without eliciting a
response. ‘The loss of Lbe rebels was severs, aud I un.
derstand that the losa in Hooker's division was also con.
piderabie. Till em o'clock P. M. all was now compars.
tively quiet. AV that hour the rebels made a dash
ab our working pariles, who were detailed o cloar
away (he woods fm our fromt; bal were re.
pulsed by our plekets. The click of the axes
sgaineh She mately seos of the forrest, or (he
erash of fullimg timber, mingled now with the
crack of & distant rifle In the advanced pickets
through the stillness of & lonely night, Thers was no
motnlight, sud little light of any kind till one o'clock
this morning, when the camp was siartled by what
woumad 1o me at firel & elose oranh of thoadaer; bul when
It wan repented again sod again, sud the slesp wan fairly
shinkon from my eyes, 1 perceived it was heavy vollays
of mugketry, The enemy bad attacked Hooker's divi-

sion o foroe o rogain Lhe ground they had losk yoster,

Moantime & lion of Colonel Berdan's Bharp.
ghooters, who had alse been ordered 1o roluforce General
MeCall's forces, arrived on the fleld under command of
Lisuteuant Colomel Ripley, and were formed in line
of battle. Two companies~C, Captain Girovs, and
G, Captain Drow, woro on dstached warvice with General
MoCall's division, and had previously besa ous an pickets
and skirmish Those p bad been stationed
by Colonel Perdea iwo days previous in autieipation of
the eusmy crewsing nt the point where they did aclually
do so. Their orders were ot to fire until the enemy ao
tually crossed o fores, and thon 1o ratroad firing, o order
to draw them on unlil they reached toe rifle pits and in,
‘ruchn.wu whieh bad beon praviously placed for the

purpons of giving thio enomy & warm regeption. Thess
orders were cartied out to the lotter. On the rebels
appearing and crossiog o force  they wors |od
on by the relreating sharpshooters, who firsd
gred rapidly and fell  back, aniil the rebois
.ullﬂ.‘-lﬂfh-‘ i salmes ==& . o= . il

tany force the euemy cun send aguiust
us. Io.ll.lw-d.lj'l battle a vistory, for so it i5 sot down
by those claimiog to uud 4 the pury of the
movement. It is possible we gob more than we bar-
gained for;and there is ground for the detractors of
tienoral McCleilan, who—in the depihs of their bhatred of
him, would, doubtiess, many of them, rathor gee our
army lose & battlo than thal™he sbodld win li—to alluge
defeat us'the result of the-day's struggle. Giving up ground
that wo had be!d, and burning commissary andammuni

tion stores while flesing from a pursuicg enomy, looks like
defent. But it was not defeat—iL wag part and parcel ol
a strategis pisn, We gave up ground that it was doemed
inexpedient, with the force at command,te hold any
longér. Our retrograling column fell back to a
specified polut, made u sland theré—foughli o
hold the poiot as thoy bad been told to do—
fought frmly, bravely, furiously, as it was knowu
they would—beld the position agninst greally superior

numbers, and hold it now. The enemy fought deape-
rately. It was svident they appreciated the imporiauce

of the contest. Bai their desperate valor and keen ap.

preciation of the valuo of viaiory wers not a sufficieat
mateh for the steady, uullivching coolness and courage
of our men. Their Ughting was the wild lashings of the

Liger whose power of fury is nearly sxpended. Our fight-

ing was tbe slow, determined, crusbing hugof the ana.

conda upon the wictim writhing within its fuids,

Qur loss o to-day's fighiing is estimated at twelve
bundred—Kkilled, wounded and missing; that of the
epemy is desmod much greater. There is no trusting
estimates now, howevar. Of lo-duy’s contest no de-
fiaite resuits can be given. Shouldall the foating rumors
be credited, whole regiments would be recorded as no
more, and sutire brigales be swept out of being. It is
gertain that to-day’s batile has beon one of the flercest
fought in fromt of the rebel capital. Many officers
e cold in clay to.night, hlvlul heroically fallon at the
head of thair ds. Bol bitious of sh
strape and cherrong, have resped the ricbest reward of
the ambltlous patriot—death in defence of their country,

In the state of cenfusion acd exsilement prevailing to-
uight, I ean ouly attemph to glve a g 1 outline of the
cay's work.  Noone eould do more than thls, and the
reault of the mitempt even must, of necessity, be un.
satisfactoriy vagie and indeflnite. Ib will take two or
three daye before anyihing like accurate details can be
given, und througa such detalls proper credit accorded
o the diferent divisions, and regiments en-
gaged 1o the mction Tt is universally yielded that every
ragiment taking pact in the fight conducted itsell valor-
ously, 5 that thers is this oonsolation, that in this re.
gard there is no danger of detragting from the credit due
the men sither now or o subsequent Muller

OMBOL OF THE MATTLE.

How this battle occurred, and the particular object of
it, should oe distincuy stated in the . It wasa
part of the grand march on Richmoud. For somo time
pant, as |s well known, Geaeral Fitx Joha Porter's corps,
gomprising Gonerals McCull's, Morell's and Sykes' divi-
sions snd the ressrve batieries, have bosn stationed this
side of the Chickabominy—that is, on the opposite slde
from Richmond, wiile the other divisions of the army
pave been across the river, close upon the rebel capital,
This disposition of cur forces has compelied us to keep
upa lengthy line of def from Mechacicsville for
several miles thisside of Lhe river to Cold Arbor, Old
Church and beymd. Altbough beld o reserve, this
eorps, exporience has shown, in case of an engagemant
across the river,0uld not be broughy into action without
Jeopardizing mow than Lhe advaniage to be gained from
thelr sudden withdrawal in an omergeney. For in-
slanes, in the gmal batile al Fair Oaks, our men wers
submitied Lo thelearful ordeal of listening to the can-
nonading and rost of musketry wilthout the abilily to
go \o the rellef o the clogoly pressed Lroeps 80 near us.
Our tents, ammsnition and glores could not be left be-
hind withoul & morifice oo greas to be thought of. It
was seen that al our treeps must be pushed across Lhe
river, and the line of defence Lhis side abandoned. In
the meantime i was dosmed desirable to
open an ergagement with the rebsl forces
facing our right, draw them ia pursult, and If impoasible
to bag them tkrough thelr coming upon us In Loo strong
foree—press vith our left wing with corrosponding and
perhaps overvhelming vigor upon Richmond itself, the
gréatciladel of Lhe suemy's strength, It le certain thai
(be snemy huve followed in larger force than wis wutlcl.
pated ; but & Is equally certain thal they have nol been
allowed to fdlow farther that It was dosigned to allow
them. Tho atter partof the programme—ibe pressure
upon Richmond with our centre and loft—it is sald, will
be entered Lpon to-morrow. There ia arother pari of the
programma which Tam not at liberty to unfold—a changs
in the baseof our army's operations, If the fight thus
far has notdevelopad the utility of the new plan, a fow
dayn moreat facthent, and possibly a single day, will ro-
woul ib, Uur troaps once across the Chickaboming  and the
rebel army osonot follow after us. Like Lhe bridge of
Lodi, & amall foros can resist the passage of the bridges
aguningl vestly superior b This plinkivd,
aod the spemy shiot off from molesting us lo the rear,
all that remains for our army to do I8 to press with
united and invioeible strength upon Richmond, and
make bier oure, as she soonsre or later must be—a result
1 caunot forbor " Yabing, in thia coumection, thal musi
bave boen acentupiished long before this bad not Genaral
MeClellan's army been crippled of 1ha strength through
Congressional latormeddiing.

CMEYCRMENT OF THR DAT'S Wonx.

Shartly after the clows of Thoradag's fight cams an

g der rom Guneral Mo iollen Yo Gauecal Fite Joba Por

tar, directing tho withdrawal of his corps 08 position
tw miles this side of Galows' M/ll, Lhe p& ws pow
Ocopy, Abthres o'glock A. M. the moving of the
corps, whe had besn on their wrms il might,

began. General McCall, lu acoordance with lnstruckions,
opened with his artillery upon the snemy. The latter
ght thin the | of the pr duy's Bght,
and returned a vigorous response from their guns. Shot
and shell Bew !n antagunistic direciions with dargerous
tiveliness. Gradually Gen. McCall's troops withdrew,
which, the ensmny naturally mistaking for a viciory os
their side, caused them to follow on [n hot baste. O
oourse our rear column ylslded the ground slowly, the
more to make the enemy believa that they were Laing
boaten. Meantime Gen, Sykes' division Jed the retreat-
ing ¢olumau, followed by Gen. Morsll's division. Alovg
the advance thers were bui little indioations of & retreat.
The men moved slowly, snd all, ignorant of this back-
‘ward movement, wore anxious to know the csuse of it.

*'We uro not bealen, are we?' eagerly asked & Fourth
Michigan boy,

“Faith, no! Don't niver b’'lave you are whipt Illlrﬂl
ars whipt yoursell," responded & gallant son of Tippora-
ry and fghting ““mimber’’ of the Ninth Massachuselis
rogiment. “An’sure we are alther only drawing the
ribels on.” -~

And 50 It was; and the robels continued to come om,
& mutnal eannonading being continually kept up. The re-
wreat wus decidedly st the wil)’ and wishes of the
bulk of our treops. Al feel fully tof iheir abi.
lity to malotain the tion bad gained the previ-
ous evening. no orders, and #o off

4k i

:ungnoh in closs pmmuylunqvinnrmy
DURNING OOMMISIARY STORES ANB AMMUNITION,
1do not know whether it happened from an unasgount-
able blunder, and I have ot yei found any one able or
willing to oxplain It, but seon & huge column of smoke
arvée from nasar the late hoadquarters of Gensral Sykes,
and on the gronod ocoupied by the Second brigede of
Genernl Morell's divizion. At the former place a large
quantity of commisary storos were set on fire, and at the
latter place commisary stores and ammunition. The
rolling up of the huge ¥ wreaths 1 d no
doubt the belisf of the onemy that our retrest wasa
necessitous one ; it cortalnly added to the oagerness of
their pursuit. I should here state that General McClel-
land had previously ordared the rowmowal of all tents sud
commissary aud quariermaster’s stores across the Chick.
abominy. This order was given on Thursday, bofure the
first attack on the cusmny by General McCall, and show:
ihe object to have beon a concentration of all our Lroops
on the other side of the river, In mccordance wilth the

programms alluded to above.
WHISiav TURNED TO GOOD ACOOUNT.

The recent order, ouing off the whiskey rations, let
quite an accumulation of harrels of Ihi.l preclous fuid
at the Sedond brigade commis headquarters. Lieut.
Broadhsad, Acting Brigads Unmmh:uu. turded tho fluid
to good account. Alter emptying somg of it on his stores
to insure their apeedy burning, his attentjen waa called
to the large chapal tent of tho Nioth Massscnusetts ngi-
men$, etill standing. This Lent Is nbout the nizs of u gir-
cus tent. The enemy were fn sight. Ils remoyalwas a
work of hazard, Fashor Skully askod him, If possible, Lo
get it removod.

‘Do you sso that chapel tent?”’ &ﬁutp-nt Breadhsad
aekad 8 dozen or more soldiers, who were logking on
wilmauy at his waste of whiskey.

#We do,"” was the uoanimous rosponse,

*Here, give mo your canteons, and I'll fil them with
whiskey, and you go and remove that temt across the
bridge."

Off came the canieens, and off weal the men, The
chapel teot was safely removed.

DEATROYING THK HIUDGE AT GATNES' MILLE.

Hardly bad tbe chapel tent bearcrs crossed the bridge
ab Gaipes’ Mills when & squad of axemon appeared to
cut it down. The bridge is about tweaty fost wide and
some fifteen feet above the water. The blows came
down ragid aud bard; one sideof it soon lay angular.-wise
in the water., Thers was only one other way for the
ensmy to cross here, a narrow [ th leading over the
dam adjacent. Of course ho could not move his artillery
over this narrow vinduct, and the oply thing be could do
was Lo plant hiz pleces on the cpposite bank, and muc

ovauis with the rapldily of
lnk and hiy inolination for this sort of thing. It la to be
hoped hie may nos Jose his situs'ion lu eonsequence.
seaitored thomasives about will ludmerinmi-
ke elsewhero—a shower of leaden hail, morg
pleasant (o read MM&“MNW‘NW
lesa peiting.
mmm;wmmlhmhvﬂ
Geueral Morol's bheadquarters, This was quickly folle
od by canvaoading from the roads op the right. Our
battarius blazed away In return. This thing was keps
up for some time, with 0o apparant effact on eithewr
sida. 1t wasa sort of mutaal fosllug on sach side—nob
that feeling thal makes us wondrons kisd; but froms
which wondrous wisdom Is sitemapted 1o h.bmlnuivd'
It was ovideus ibe enemy waa gathered in stroug foros
in these woods, and were detepmined to hold them,
mrmmu:,lhvm of \he battle field, our
men pusbed up to thess woods and fAred lato tham. Vol-
ley after volloy was fired, and yot no seeming impres-
slon was made and no ylelding of the enemy. Our
brooght down the rebals, it is true, by soorss; the shel-
ter of tho tross was even no proteciion for them; buk ag
fastas one foll anothor fillod the vacaucy. And so
wason our side. Our boys gradually weal up to the
woods and then Into them. For nearly an hour aa in-

cessant firing was kepi up at thess two points. Al lengils
our withdrew, i hopes lo draw the enemy out.
The awal place, as if compulsory, ea acoouns;

of the viger of the enemy's firing. In these woodsl .
ware soundpd. 4he kpdll of many a departed soul.. 1
| ERGINNING OF THR GANNRAL ENGAGRENNE,
Botween Lhrog and.foar o'clock the gensral ouguges
ment begun. The taking no nate of tima, except from
italoss, is ordinarily true. Thers s no taking note of
time, however, in the exeitement of 1 was neved
#0 nstonisned as when [ lookod at my watch and saw It
was goven o'clogk. There had been three hours and
mors of flercs and determined battle; it seamod less ibham
one hour. The ear was full of tho roar of cannon and
musketry, nnd shouta of the mon ; moviag artilery, sad .
regiments, and smoke bad filled the eye, What hod

-besn dane in thess three hours? Noone candtell. The

Commanding General, could you catch his ear, might tell
his orders, but he could tell no more. He who notes Lhe
sparrow as it falls to the ground alomo knew the sveuls
of thope thres houra, the names of thosa whom bullet o8
shell or bayonet had ecalled to thelr Nnal account—thoss
who lay gaaping and dying from mortal wounds, thoss
whohad boen taken prisoners; i.n short, tha fluctuating
fortunes of the A t tell you evenq
about his own regiment, much less a private, and lesasd
still a reportorial looker on, whose memory of the order,
directing a civilian, be he a newspaper correspondant od
any othar man to keep in the rear, ls sure in the heat of
battle to bamiragulously keen. Tha firing on both sides
wag torrifio. Attemnpts were made to break throogh both
our right and left, but both were successfully repulsed,
A RESTITE.

A'resplte comen. And now the resalt of the short ens
gagoment {a partially ravealod. Bodies of the alain lay
about in every direction. Borne on sirgtchers and pros
trats in moving amibulances and on the ground are meg
sovered with blood and every wound incident to the
battle fAeld. Dwellings and barns and sheds are convart-
oil into temporary hospitals. We hear of ofesrs who
have besn killed and privates who have bravely med
thoir death in the face of tho wvoomy. We hoar recousie
od the valorous exploits of this and that regiment and
this and that officor; wo are told of dozons of regimonts
that have been cut to pioces, of cross firlugs and treache
rous slaughter through false displays of the Unlon fing.
Who shall bo disbalisved? What shall be believed, and
whatnot? As 1 have sald above, all these detalls can
nnly bo gathered within a day or twe aftar the fight, and
oven then can only be reliably recoudted after the off
clal roports are made,

EENEWAL OF THE FIORD.

Thae fight was shortly renawod again. It was evidem
the enemy had been reinforced. Thoy were bolder im
thelr demonstrations, and bow cams rushing from the
woods, Our men. wers ready to meet them, and agaly
there was desperate fighting—thls time more desperaly
thag belore. The mutun! yells of the men as they s
vanged to fire upon one another could be heard above
ronr of the artiliery. This was the most exciting
oarnast fight of the day. The cannon let fiy grape,

Isis sbieils over in our directivn. This he at once pr
to do, at the antae time walting for the coustrustion of a
means of transit for his caunon. The latter picce of
work way prosecuted with some difficulty, as the Niuth
Massachusetts regiment bluzed away at thewm from thewr
muskets with destructive offect. Our cannon, too, were
not backward in respoodiog to Lue robel il‘lﬂ and cau-

uister.
ATLVANCE TO OUR FINAL POSITION,

From this point our retreating column started on in
the sama crder as heretofore, but soon brauching off
jato divergent roads. General McCall’s division, and
the troops under General Sykes, wons by way of €old
Arbor, while General Morell's men and the batteries
took @ OTagonal road leading to Kidd's mill. Soon the
desigosaled place for haliing was reached. Duriog the
Intter part of the un.ruh there was less disturbance from
rebel snd , although they kept within
respectable distance, till our mon passed iuto the
woods skirting the corn flelds and fallow land extend!

and ganister; the volleys of muskelry were incessant,
anddashing charges and counter charges were made with
lold impetuosity. No battle was ever more earnesily
fought. Oflicers and men acquitted themaelves with
great gallantry,

At pue time our columns pushed (he enemy from thels
posithon, and then the latter came bask with overwhelms
ing foroe on our troops. Our mon gave way but for
moment. With o yoll and a bound thoy would dash
again at the enemy. I am sattafied from the recitals of
every one that, for deeds of personal daring, no battle of
the pressot war can prosent mors numsrous or notable
examples. [only regret my inability at prosent to maxe
thoir beroism and names known to the publie.

ARRIVAL OF REINFORCHMENTS.

As mentioned lhnn n,m trlm that the snsmy

had been fr sad vigor of thels
Ozhtiog showed it, and the statements of prisoners con-
firmed it. They greatly outnumbered™as, Ouly ooe

back from Lhe ravine through which runs the craek uld
pond furnishing the water power to Dr. Gaines' Mill,
Boyoud theas woods tho rebels did not show themselves
for some Lime afterwards. It was about ten o'clock when ,
whal afterwards proved to be, the field of the day's con-
test wan reached. It will be seen (rbm this that over
#ix hours were consumed in the backward iwarch from
thes scane of the preceding day's coutest—a distance al
togethar of less shan six miles, Thelime occupied sbows
the judigious slownuss of our relreat,
THR FIELD OF BATTLE,

Tne fiald of batile is a large ons. Like Virgiolas land
of similar area in this vicinity, It s made up diversoly
of level mesdows, andulating grain felds, woods, thick
with underbrush and clear of it, and marshes and
ravines, There are three large farm houses, each in
slght of the other, sach ou & shaded hill, and each got
up in the inevitable Virginia style of huge outdoor chim.
neys at either end. These were Orsi used as hend
quarters by Generals Porter, MoCall and Morell, but alter.
wards converted into hospitals. The open country, lon-
gitndinal in shape, is enveloped with woods. This open
space s pearly two miles in Jeogth, aod a little over a
mile in width. Two-thirds are high rolling land and
the remainder bottom land and marsh, I enclose a dia-
gram, from which & wery lutelligible idea of the
ground may be obtained, and the position of the oppos-
ing lorces during the meat of the fight. It will be seen,
however, [rom what ensues that our troops and those of
the rebels exchanged poeitions two or three Limes
during the day, according as the tide wavered for or
agaiust the contending belligerents,

OUR ORDERS.

From Gien. McCleMan the order o Gen. Porter was o
draw up his men in line of battle in this feld, plant his
batteries in the most sligible poritions, and not yield the
ground on any condition. Gen. Porler essayed to carry
out this command, and ba did I8, In the end, most sue-

cessfully.
APTRARANCE BEFORN THR MGEY.

By eloven A, M. cash division and brigade, and regi-
meot and gun was in Its place. Home were io the brosd,
open feld, and some under cover of the wooda and hill-
sides. The whole presented an animated spectacie—ibe
glorious Stars and Stripes floating In every direetion;
bright bowitzers and bayonels glistenlug In Lhe sun.
light; balteries 'n readiness for sction; cavalry compa-
nies eager for dashing cbarges; genorals and
their otalfs in  “ull usiform oo their capari-
woned borsss, unmiodful of the damgerous tar.
gels for the ensmy's rifies their showy uniforms and
equine decoralions made them, and regiments of Infan-
try with ubeir arme stacked (o be grasped nod used al &
moment’s notice. It was intensely hot, If men sulfered
thon, what must they bave sulored when the contest for
life and victory waxed hot and hotter a short time al-
terwards, and when i the discomfits of heal wers added
ttiose of dust and smoke |

INE EXEMT OFEN VIRE--OUA OPENING WESPONSH.

1t was kuown If the spemy continued (belr pursull (L
must be from the dirsctior of Galnes® Mill, According-
Iy, s line of pickets was formad in Lhe wood ia our Fear,
Everything remained very tranquil for ovar an heur.
Tue arber teuts, two days befors vaocated by General
Butterfisld's brigide, ware Oled with soldiess smoking,
salking and cateling focty winks of sleop, a8 componsi
tion for their early morning rising.  Eveey shade had
it reclining coterie of woldiers, also laying in & stook of
eomfort and rest, An oconsiomal erack of musietry in
the woods told of the snemy baing still near. Pretly
goon they become more frequent. AL langth thers oams
& vollay aud the roar of artillery. Beth procecdsd (rom
the enamy. They had opensd dre upon us Turea shells,
In quick suceosslon, sams, whisziog throagh the tress n
front of the house aaed a8 Goneral Morrai's headquar-

wers, The Virginla proprietor nearly loat his wits

from inbonsiny of fright, and a Leaighted kuight of the
-

course T ined to provent defoat, and that was
ask for reinforcements. They ware asked
for aull given. Tdonol know the exact order of thels
coming, but before the day's work ondoed there had coms
ncross the Chickabominy to our ald Geueral Blocum's
divisien, sad Generals Palmer, French and Meagher's
brigades, besides two or three deputations of cavalry,
The fresh arrivals gave new impatus to the struggle. The
pew men, like those they aided mod relieved, fought
with the courage and desperation of old and well trained

General Meagher's men went into the fght
with goats off and alosves rolled up, and fought with the
flarceness of tigers. All of Genoral Palmer's men wory
straw liats, They made these hais visible in the thickes)
aft fight. Their utility as a mark as night advanosd,
and thie air grew darker,l mm afraid losé more than ome
poor fellow his life. I'make sigoal mention of this bri
gade, ot that they fought better than Any others in the
fight, but because of their couspicuousness on the feld.
Duryea's Zouaves, 100, were alike consplcuous on account
of their upifurms. They fought,as did all the regulsrs
under Gen. Sykes—io whose brigade they wre now as”
tached—with undaunted courage.

OLOGE OF THE DAY'S WORK,

The sun went down in brightness and beauly. Tis de.
parting rays shed thelr twilight hues upon the conlest of
carnage still golog on. It was half-past nine o'cloek
when tha firing ceased and the day's work of battle was
over. We compelled Lhe enemy Lo rotreat, and hold the
ground we were told to_ hold. The closiag Oring was
botween the snemy and Gen, Smish's division, on our

o BTAMPEDES.

Some of our soldiers, the wearied, relieved and strag
glers, noar the house ocoupied as General McCall's head-
quarters, ok occasioa to gel panie stricken twice in the
afternoon, thinking that the enemy wore pressing toe
close upon them for persomal safety. They weni ske-
daddling down the hill leading to the Woodbury bridge
with & rapidity bighly complimontary to their power of
looomotion. For a Lime, in the mad rush of teamaters
and civiliane there was promise of a second edition of
Bull run. In the latter stampede they met with a mas.
keted and guard, who gave the soldiers
among the fugitives the alternstive of & rasarn to Lhele
reglments or & bayonet thrust. They ascopled the former
aiternative. It will be understood thast Lhis paaic was
conlined to & few. Had nol vigorous measures besm
taken, however, (o nip it in the bud, disastrous resulls
might porsibly bave susued.

At the time of this panie the ensmy were making,
eeemingly, thair flnal désperate effort. They repesiadly
sttempled Lo force our men Inte the low ground bet
the hill and the bridge, They daw whal was lo bo gain-
od by accomplishiog this object. Before cur Petresting
oulumn could have crossed ibat long, narrow bridge,
mdm«mu«m-w. The ads
jacens marsh ‘s impassible, aud (o hava’ attempicd
it would only bave been L& moet ancthes kiod of m
The enemy, Indeed, aimost reschied ihe brow of tbanilk
Mad pursult and destrustion of ouf imem seomed Ymmi.
peat. It was at this time Gonera) Meagber's(hrigade
game 1o the rescus. This addition to our forers aaused
the emamy to fall back. The tile L the affair of the dap
was changed, The day was ours shenoeforth,

THE STRENUTE OF OOR FORCES,

In vhe fore part of the day oaly General Fita Jonu Por.
tor's corpa was engaged oa our side. 1dis troops, with
tho reinforcements coming over after ward, must have
swelledour sumbors 10 abant forty-Ave thoasand moea
Tt our troops fuught well and glor ously, 1 am oblged
o state in Uhin letier, lo general terme, 1 am unabie te

nie nll the ragi beand batiories ongoged, and
glvethem In this letter, burr mdly and necessarlly im-
parfoctly written, vhe praise they dassrve. 1know thie
mueh, that we had Ofty-lout regimsuts in the actlon. [
will by understood, of aourse, Lhak they were nob all fal)

w Diseass snd sogngepionts (o (ormar setiss
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