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THE SITUATION.
The partioulars of the terrible fight at Mur-
frecsboro on Saturday, the fourth day of the

tainod. Breadstuffs were firm, but quiet. Provi-

| Tawted Culiuuy uug 0T

Jeont that the government of the kingdom ‘‘re-
Bpectfully declines' further negotiations with

luded to the subject, when the Premier of Italy
diplomacy concerning Rome with the

offer of an armistices, and so forth, lately pablished.
The Mowiteur says that some journals misrepre-
sent the motivea of his Majesty, and asserts that
his proposition was well timed and careful of the
“sunoeptibilitios’’ and “rights" of the two bel-
ligerents.
Mr. Bright, M. P., in the interest of the
maséen of the people of England, had made & pow.
erful address to his conatituents in Birmingham® in
support of the cause of the Union, Mr. Bright
suid he still had the utmost faith in the future of
the United Btates. He quoted Kossuth, Oarri-
baldi, and Victo Hugo to show on which side the
sympathies of England ought to ran. He added
that he still regarded ** the American republic
a8 the free home of the working classes, with free
vote and free career for the humblest. There
wounld be & wild shrick of Freedom to startle all
the world if that republic was overthrown."
Mr. Scholfleld, M. P., collsague of Mr. Bright,
declared he would himself vote for the recogni-
tion of the rebel States by England, as did some
other members of Parliamont in other places.
The fast Olyde steamer Vuloan had been sold to
the rebel government, and was about to start,
after having had e thorongh overbauling, on her
miasion.
The London T¥mes, in an editorial, impeaches
the veracity of General Halleok's late official re-
pogt of the progress of the war, and impugns his
motives in detailing the operations of McClellan's
arm
Mr, Chase's financiel plans are sldo assailed by
the London Times.
The debate on the Mcxican war question was
still continoed in the Bpanish Cortes.
MISCELLANEOUS NEWS.
The amship Hammonia, Capt. Schiwensen
arrived at this port at a late hour last evenimg.
Her news has been anficipated by the Asia,
The steamship Asls, from Queenstown om' the
J1st of December, reached this port yesterday
morning. Her news is three daya later.
Consols closed In London on the 20th of Decems
ber at 933{ a 92%{ for money. The Liverpool oot-
ton market was flat on the 20th ultimo, and the
quotations of the previous day were barely main-

The Oampaign in the Southwest—1ts Tro™
memndous Importance.

All ayes are now anxiously turned to the South-
west. The greal battles at Murfressboro, in Ten-
nessee, aud at Vicksburg, in Mississippl, of which
the secounts are not as yet satisfactory, have
deepened this solicitude. The din of war In the
East appears to have been hushed ever the
battle of Fredericksburg. The cam in
Virginia is thus far a fallure, and the movement
of Foster in North Carolina—dependent upon
it—has also necesaarily failed. General Foster
scted his part well and won several victories ;
but he could not hold what he won, because
Burnside bad been defeated on the Rappaban-
nock owing to the blundering stupidity st
Wasbington which delayed the pontoons. The
movements against Wilmington and Charleston
are no partaof a plan of campaign, but for
moral effect, and to prevent the blockade being
run, by taking possession of the forts st those
points by means of the gunboats. Buccess in
these expeditions is therefore of comparatively
small importance. The interest in the grand
drama now being performed ona thewtre so
extbnsive as to embrace all the slave States
south of the Potomaec, is concentrated for
the present in Tennesses, in Mississippi and
Kentucky, and the two States by which Ten-
nossee s bounded morth and south. Owing
to the peculiar strategy which distingulshew
General Hallock and the War Department, the
800,000 men who are fighting the battles of the
Union are seattered in mumerous armies all
arsund the edges of the vast region of rebel-
dom. There is an army at Washington and an
army at Falmouth, an army in Western Vir
ginim an army in North Carolina, an army in
Bouth Carolina, sn mrmy in Loulsianar
an army in Missouri, an army® in Arkan-
gns, two or three srmies im Misssippi, an
army in: Kentucky, and an mmy in Tennes-
see, under Rosecrans. second omly to that un.
der command of Burnside. Thus, instead of one
or two grent overwhelming armies concentrated
upon a single decisive peint, striking blows sg
with the hanymer of Thor npon the head and the
heart of the rebellion, s number of seall bammers
are at work all around the extremities—bammers
like those which a carpet is tecked GowWn—
and the consequence is that “mobody is burt’” un.

sions were dull, but steady, at firmer rates.
From Italy we have the important fass shas she
ormed the Emperor Napo-

conflict, have not been telegraphed, in conse-
quence of the bresking down of the West.
ern lines, owing to a pevere storm. We
therefore remain fin doubt as to the issue.
The War Department received information yester-
day of the damage to the wires, but it is said that
all the authorities in Washington feel confident
that General Rosecrans has orowned his four days
splendid fighting with victory. By s blunder
of the telegraph operstor on Bunday meorning,

The Chevalier Nigra, Minister of Italy in Franos,
had held the same language in the Tuileries. The

Greek throne question had bpen nettled. There
was no doubt that the British government has de-
termined to abandon the Proteetorate of the Ionlan
Talands. Earl Russell has proposed to hold a Con-
ference in London of the Grest Powers, parties
to the tresty of Vienna, and a notificstion to this.
effect han been nddressed to the courts of Parls,
Vienna, Berlin and 8t. Petersburg, with a view to
the conceasion. The distress in the cotton manu-
factaring distriots of France is deepening daily,

an erroncous {mpression got abroad that our left f'and it threatens to become @erious. In England

wing suffered & repulse daring the battle of Batur-
day. This proves not to have been so, on the con-
trary the enem® were driven back with considera-
ble alanghter at that point.

Our lossea from Wednesday morning to Friday
night were six hundred killed and three thousand
foar hundred wounded. We lost several thousand
prisoners, aud captured about one thousand of
the enemy, Including Genorsl Cheatham. The
rebael loss was estimated at between four and five
thousand.

The Richmond papers claim that up to the night
of the 31st the Unien troops had been driven back
six milea on the ceatre and left, though with
heavy losa to the rebels, and they are jubilant ac-
cordingly. The fighting of the last three daym,
however, bas probably caused them to alter their
tone ere this.

We are in posscssion of further details of the
ten days’ fighting on the Missinsippi, which we give
in full to-day, sccompanied by & map of the vici-
nity of Vicksburg, and another showing the posi-
tion of the rebel batteries. Our troops behaved
with great bravery, and although the rebel autho-
rities claim a victory, it is manifest that the ad-
vantages all lle on our side. The gunboats
did not participate in the action, nor did the forces,
naval and military, of Admiral Parragus and Gene-
ral Banks arrive to aid General SBherman, as was
anticipated. The end Is not yet on the barks of
the Mississippl. Both armies seem resolved to
contest the issue stubbornly, and render the fight
ot Vicksburg as obstinate and bloody as that at
Murfressboro.

The official account of the disaster to the
Monltor is published in another columm to-day,
together with a highly interesting description of
the illfated vesssl and her It appears
that ahe was strained during a Heavy storm on
the J1st ult., sprung a leak and weut down. The
Rhode Island, which was towing her, loat & boat's
crew, it la supposed In the effort %o loose the
hawser which connecie the two vemsels.

A detastment of Btusrt's cavalry made s dash
jote Dumfriea on Friday, and carried off with
great rapidity some public stores and sutlers’
wagoos, With this oxception thore is nothing of
importance frem the Army of the Potomae.

A report in the Lynchburg papers of Thursday
laat states that s serfons breach in the East Ten-
nessee Rallroad hasbeen made by & body of Yankee
troops, who penetrated Tenmessee ninety miles,
throngh Pound Gap, burning the bridge at Zolli®
coffer, near Bristol, and that st Watags, nine
wiles beyond the bridge at Zollicoffer,

e British schooper Emma Tuttle, which was
captured while attempting to run the blogkade at
Wilmington, by the United Btates steamer Comy
bridge, iad put into Rum Cay (Babamas) in dis-
tress, has been detalned by the anthorities there,
and they would not release her without s permit
from the government &t Nassau.

The Asia, at this port, brings news from Buarope
to the 21st ulb., throe days later.

The scheme of lutervention in the war affairs
of Amorics was again aflost in France. It was
said that M. Drouyn de Lhoys, Foreign Minister of
the Emperor, was about to eddress another note
to the cablnets of England and Rossia on the sub.
.00t oalling the stteation of the two governucnts Lo

the distress of the operatives was steadily on the
increase,

As an evidence of the rapld extemsion of inter-
pational communication by means of the electric
telegraph, and an earnest of whet we will accom”
plish in publishing a daily report of the news op
the whole world when the Atlantio telegraph en-
terprine is completed, we call the aftention of our
readers to the fact that we give in the Hzmarp
this morning advices from Egypt of the evening
of the 20th of December, despatches from Malta of
the night of that day, news from Omak, in Biberia,
dated on the morning of the 21t of December, and
intelligence from Holland to the sfternoon of the
same dsy. Thesa exceedingly interesting de-
spatckes were addressed to Mr. Cyrus W. Field,
on board of the Asis, which sailed from Queens
town on the evening of the 21st ultino; so that the
telegram from Biberia waa delivered in Cork on the
very day It was written in the frozen regions of
the Czar, distant over five thonsand miles
from Ireland. The report from Alexandris was
sent over three thousand miles, and despatches
from Malta about eighteen hundred miles, to the
same destination. Had the Atlantic telegraph
line been in working order all this news wonld
have boen received i New' York immedintely
afterwards, could have hoen forwarded to San
Francisco in the evenjng, and if the connection
with Russia, by the Pacific, from California had
been wade, the words from Biberia could have been
sent to the “‘spot where they were originally
forwarded," thns making the cirenit of the world
within twenty-four hours. All this will be realized
when the telegraphio line of the Atlautic and the
Behring's Btraite line are finished. So that the
idea of Bhakspere, expressed In the year 1800, by

one Puck, the first electrician and prede-
cessor of Morse, to the effect that “be
would put a girdle round the earth in

forty minutes'' is very near {is triumphant ascom-
plishment—an event which will demonstrate that
the men of the days of Queen Elizabeth were just
a8 AnXxions 1o obtain early and reliable news as are
the peaple of the present day, but that the rulers
and cabinets of the world did not encourage or pa-
tronize the sclentific aspirations and commercial
acnmen of Puck and his cotemporaries in & manner
sach as we trust the cabinets and capitalista of
Earope and America will support the Atlantic
Telegraph Company just now.

‘We publish this morning an interesting sccount
of a trip of an emigrant train over the Plains, by
Steven's Northern route, to Oregon. The expedi-
tion seoms to have demonntrated the practicabiliy
of this route, and its advantages over the eld
roads, and may prove of grest valme to futdre
emigrants.

Laost evening the Rev, Dr. Cheever and the Rev,
H. W. Beecher discoursed om the President's pro-
olamation. A sketch of the leading points of Mr.
Beecher's sermon will be found in snother part
of to-day's paper.

The Legislatares of Ohio, Wisconsin and Califor-
nis will assemble to-day.

The Democratic Btate Convention of Connectl-
cut will be held in Hartford on the 15th of Feb-

ruary.

Judge Paddock, of Cincinmati, in a soldier's
haboas corpus case last week, fined a lisutenant
$25 and coste, and ordersd him to be confined
twenty-four hours on bread and water, for con-
tempt of court.
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utterly destroyed, it will be ewing to
bravery of his troops, the skill’' of his

less it be onreelves  There is enough of mutnal

useless desiruction of life and property, meking
po impression on the rebellion.

If Rosecrans sheuld  now suceeed under this
lelous system, or if his army should net be

Hi

snd: his own generalship, together
ordinary share of good fortune, and not in
slightest degree to superior military
from Washington. There Ia &
fssue st stake. If the combinstlons of the
Union forces in the Southwest should be suc.

I

reinforcements in time, he will inflict » morta)
blow upon the rebellion; for if he vouis and

b destroys the enemy under Joe: Johnstom at

Murfreesboro  there is nothing to pre-
vent his tiumphant march to Mont”
gomery, the capital of Alabams, the effect
of which would b# to bem in the remnant
of the rebel forcen in the Southwest to a nar-
row space along the eastern bauk of the Lower
Mississippi, thus cutting off completely the
communication between the Atlantic States and
the SBouthwest; while the capture of Viekab:

would open the Father of Rivera from Cairo
the delta, and all su from the territory

west of it would be completely cut off.

Late telegraphic despatches announce the

storming of the rebel works in their great

stronghold on the Mississippi; but this the Rich-

mond papers not only deny, but positively as-
sert the repulseof our arms with terrible car-
nage. Put assuming the truth of the Northern
intelligence, and at the same time a decisive
victory gained by thearmy of Rosecrans, there
would be o spoedy end to the rebellion, and the
conquest of Virginia, the total overthrow eof
Lee's army and that of Beauregard in South
Carolina and Georgis, would only be s guestion
of time, and thut & very brief time too.

But on the other band, if the combinations of
the Union arms in the Bouthwest should now
fail, and the Confederate chieftains shonld be
finally victorious in the couflict with Roseerans,
by the sudden sccumulation of large reinforoe-
ments, owing to their Interior and shorter lines
and their having possession of the railroads

and the telegraphic communication, the for-
tunes of our cause would become desperate.
Not only would the army of Rosecrans be
destroyed, but Nashville would be in danger,
and Grant and Sherman would be placed im
imminent peril; and by vigorously following

up the blow the rebellion would be placed in
such a triumphant position as o turn the tideofl
invasion to the North. The fact of Joe Jobnston—
the confessedly second best general in the Cen-
federate army—being assigned to the chief com-
mand of the rebel armies of the Southwest, and
the “other faot, that the Confederate President
himeelf, deeming the situation in Virginia suf-

o

Seuthwest needs evon his own presence, are
proofs of the immense importance which iy
attached by the leaders of the rebellion to the
succesa or failure of their arms in that diree-
tion. The desperate nature of the fighting in
Tennesses, st Vickaburg amd other pelnts
in Mississippi, and the large forces engaged on
either side, also serve to show that this Is no
ordinary campaign, and that the ifesof the
republic or the success of the rebellion may
depend upon the issue.

All syes are now, therefore, directed with In-
tense anxiety to the Southwest, walching the
result of the bloody strnggle, which eannot
fall to be desided ere long against or in favor
of the Union canse. If our arms should be
crowned with euccess the proclamation will
bave little to do with it, and when the Union is
teatored it will become & nullity in law as well
sa in fack. If, om ll.mtnry, defeat and
disaster should now be the result, the proela
matien would be so0 much waste paper and of
o mannor of effest. In elther case it will be
without efficacy. As the President himself
suggested some time ago, “it is military suo*
cess we want” above all other things. The
prociamation, so far as it can have any influence
at all, will be far more adverse than fa.
vorable to that consummation. If the white
men of the loyal States eannot aclieve it by
their own valor and intelleet, wain Is the ex.
| pectation that the inferior rage which, for the

ficlently safs under Lee, thinks the crisis in the |

equal rights of all the Staies that the Unlon
can be firmly re-established and internecine
strife provented in future generations.

The Reassembling of Congress—The Cure
Q

remoy Question.

Aftera fortnight’s vacation indulged In by the
members of both houses of Congress that body
resumes its business session m i “dl accord-
ing to all accounts, we may look for speedy go-
tion on the finangial questions that so vitally
affeot the prosperity of the country.

It seems, indeod, that the members of
the Commitiee of Ways and Means have
not availed themselves of the excuse of
the Christmas holidays to shirk their official
duties, but have been holding sessions and

the pros and cons of the flnaacial
scheme submitted to them by the Secretary of
the Treasury. After all, there is just about as
much chicanery as there is stapidity covered up
in this appearance of industry on the part of the
Committee of Ways and Meams. The plan of
operations is already decided ow, and the coun-
try may as well make up [ts mind at once to
see another deluge of legal tender notes let
loose from the Treasury Department at Wash-
ington. Mr. Chase may endeavor to render this
flood a liftle lese destructive in nppearsnce by
covering up & part of the new issue of o thou-
sand millions of dollara in the guise of bends.
but they will be, in fact, neither more nor less
than paper promisez to pay, and will have jast
the same effect in awelling the paper curreney
of the sountry as if they were legal tender Trew
sury notes, pure and simple. :

It i manifest to the dullest comprehiension
that the Secretary of the Treasury is utterly
ignorant of the very elementary principles of
finance; and yot he is a0 obstinately self-saffi-
cient that he will not losk for or take counsel
from thecapitalists who bave wmade the science
s study omd a success. These men undersiand
and appreciate the sffuct of o swddon snd im~
mense sxpsnsion of paper cwrrency; but the
Secretary of the Treasury docs not seem to have
the slightest comprehension of the subject. He
only knowp thiat the meccssifies: of the govern.
ment demand the expenditure of o certain sum
of money withim a given time; amd be deludes
himeelf, and trigs to delude others; into the idea
that the manufacture of Treasury notes and
bonds to the amount specified is the true mode
of meeting the difficeity. That seems fo be the
Alpba and Omegw of his financial Luowledge.
The spesulators, who understand the: workings
of the notable invention of Mr. Chase, ave ihe
only persons who derive advantage-from it; for
to the public at large and to all' indnatrial
interests Its effect *is most injuricus: Purticu-
larly Is it disastrous to the working cineses and

‘to persons of fixed moderate Incomes.

The oxperience of the past year has sehooled
the dnllest minds into & comprehension of the
simple fact that when an undue amountof paper
money ia forced into circulation its veine rela-
tive to the precious metals decreases; that im
proportion to that depreciation the prices of all
commodities rise, and that the more the volume
of paper money is added te the more deeided
will be these injurious effects. Mr. Chase is one
of the few men of the country who obstimately
refuse to recognize these simple truthe. Iiis
remedy for the evil is to increase the evil, and
Congress stupidly and ignorantly. lends itself
to carry out his views. Let every ome, then,
look out for & new flood of Treasury. notes and
bonds, witheut any eurtailment of baok issuess
and trim his sails sccordingly.

Tus Loss or tae Moxrror,—We: aanounced
yoaterday, by telegraph from Fortress Mon.
roe, that the celebrated iron-ciad Momitor had
foundered off Cape Hatterss, and that four
officers and twelve mem were drowned,
The loss of this gallant little vessel will be
generally regreitqd. When she steamed into
Hampton Roads a few months ago, a mere ex
periment in naval archiiecture, no one supposed
that she was destined to revolutionise the navies
of the world and mark a new era in naval his.
tory. Her famous encounter with the Merrimac,
however, made her immortal as the pioneer of
iron-clads, and ranked her inventor, Captain
Ericsson, as the greatest inventive geniua of the
. When she sunk she was on her way to
pew triumpbs, and ber loss will be regarded as
& national misfortune.
Although the feeling of the public is, that we
could better bave spared any other iron-clad
than the Monitox, facts—which are always op-
posed to sentimentalism—tesch us that the
‘public fecling is undoubledly wrong. Al of
the other irom-clads of her class are decided
improvements upon the Monitor in every re-
spect, and will do much more efficient service'
Although the Monitor foundered, these other
jron-clads bave weathered Cape Hatteras
in safety, dnd the expedition of which
they form a part will undoubtedly be success
ful. The Monitor, like the old Ironsides, was
the pet of the pation, and no one who takes a
just pride in our navy can repress bis disap”
pointment st her fate; but neither to the ex”
pedition nor the country is the loss irreparable’
Iron-clads of the Monitor class were never
intended for sea service. The most that wax
expected of them was that they sould be towed
from barbor te barbor along our const, and as
this has been successfully accomplished again
and again the Monitor's misfortune dees not
vitiate Ericsson’s fame, but is attributable to
the fault of the Navy Department in sending
her to sea without proper precautions agaiest
such aecidents. “The brave fellows who went
down with ber will be remembered s long as
the Monitor herself.

Tux Gnear CoxTEST IN THE BOUTHWEST.—
The aocounts of the desperate battles of Mur,
freesboro and Vicksburg must have attracted
the sitention of the whole country. Tbe en-
t of the Union and rebel foroes at the
| former place, in point of stubborn resistance
and unyielding bravery, s unparalleled in the
history of war. For four days the tide of battle
has swayed with uncertaln results, and yet the
two armies engaged are in face of each other,
walting for the final blow that shall decide
their destinies. The prowess of Greek and Ro
man falls into nothingness by the side of such
valor. The contests of the Graochi,
and the bold defence of Thermopyle by Leo.
nidas and bis three hundred, pale their fires
wefore the unflinching valor of American arms:
1t used to be sald, “ When Gregk meets
then comos the tug of war,” Now thia s en-
tirely changed, and future history will say,
“ '{en Amerioan meels American then thery
in war lndesd,”

in the fleld; and after that is acocomplished J¢ I8
only upon the basis of the constitution and the

another circular o the courts of England and
Russia upon the necessity of immediste media-
tiow? or intervention in the affairs of this coun”
try. We are not inclined to believe that eithe”
of thowe » oWers will return a more favorable
snswer to wiapoleou than was made to his
first demand of a Similay pature; bul we deem
the faot of his maning this pecond proposal
most significant of an evi! Intdut towards our
Unlon. Itis, we fear, the last mowe before the
recognition by France alope of the Davi®
government. Napoleon will say: I eppealed
to you (wice to act with me. You yefused:
My necessitles will brook of no miore dela). I
recognize the Southern confederacy. My peonle
are starviog. I must have cotton.” OuX
blockades will be broken after a short pause,
allowing time o England to follow the ex-
ample France witl have set her. It is for this
purpose—the bremking of the blockade—that
France hus several of her tremendously pow-
erful plated frigatem in our waters. She had
no need of them for the inland®expedition of
Mexico. She well knew that, as the Mexicans
have no navy, her armored vessels were of
no use in the Gulf, eave’ as regards any emer-
gencies which might arise in case of a recogni-
tion by France of the Davis government.

We must not expect that fear of the con-

sequences will deter France from an alliance
with the Southern confederacy. We have, up
to the present moment, proved incapable of
putting down the rebellion, and, as » natireal
conseyuence, Napoleon will fexl assured that,
strengthened by his aid, Davis wonld prove too
strong for nus. The disastrous defeat at Frede
ricksburg will add to the probabilities of this
conclusionr, and only make Napoleon deem
himself the more secure in his movement
sgainst us. He will reason from faets, as he
has an undoubted right to, and will jadge that
we are Incapsble of subduing his forces, com-
bined ' with those of Davis. We must not expect
him to judgo un as Wo Judgy vSEIVEs, cor thag
he should be aware of our entire resources; and
thus we' must admit that were he to interfere
events wgmld seem to give him reason. Weare
divided upon questions of vast import to-thLe
life of our Uniom, and make to the world a
80rTy speetacte:
Another Muumt% Napoleon to interfers
will be the decree of emancipation. He will
understand that' all chances for cotton crops
are at an end until that question Is set-
tled; he will that fearful crimes
and horrors will follow the workings of
that decree throughout the South; that ser-
vilo insurrectiom; upon a seale to terrify
all maokind, will- soon arise, and he will make
bumanity o resson: for iunterference; and we
much fear that here he will be met in a like spirit
by England, botly mations foreseeing that their
supplies of cotton'will be but short If the negroes
are to be freed. From Russia we may continue
to expect friendly relations. She has no im-
mense Interests ni'stake, pushing her on to In-
terfere in our sirnggle; the emancipation de-
eree will not prove to her the bugbear it will
to France and Fagland. She has just set
the example of an-extended and vast emanci-
pation, and will meore than likely sympathize
with Mr. Lincoln’s- decree. Be that as it may,
we wre assured thet France and England will
deem it a fearful blow at their commerce, and
that from motives of self-interest they may feel
all the more inclined to aid Davis.
The French Minister at Washington, it Is said,
openly states that during this month his govern.
ment will medinte in favor of the South. This
assertion of M. Mercler’s, if true, puts all doubt
upon that question at an end. We must and
are, donbtless, preparing to meet with energy
and determinstion the coming eventualities
which menace: all we hold dear. The people
will call to & severe mcoount those having the
management of our affairs if, at this hour of
peril, they neglect their manifest duties. We
maust prepare to battle for onr constitution and
laws—for our great and glorious Union. There
is not » mement to be lost. Let our immense
resourcés be fully developed, and, above all, let
party squabbles and the intrigues of politiolans
cease fn this, the moment of great danger to our
beloved: gountry. There must now be united
movement. We muat prepare to sustain, atall
perils, the integrity of our sepublie.

Praxxs of THE Reper. GUERILLAS—It seems
to be a favorite amusement with the-rebey
gueriltlas to eut our telegraph wires, affix a. por-
table instrament and cend despatches to. our
operalors, from whom they often Treceive im-
portant military information. Thus the rebel
Morgan played this irick upon the Louisville
office s few days ago, and by telegraphing In
General Granger's name to General Boyle ane-
ceeded In finding out from the latter general
the force and positions of the Union #rcops

the movemaents which were In progress to

off “‘that fellow Morgan.” Having shus learned
all he eould of our plans, Morgan sent his com-
pliments to Gen. Boyle, calling alm “a bright
youth and a smart boy.” So the rebel General
Stuart intercopted Union despatches at Burke's p
Station, in Virginia, during his recent raid, and
sent a despatch purporting to come from Wash_
ington o our efficers at Fairfax Station, order.
ing the instant’ destruction of eur army stores
there, and & telegram, signed “J. E. B. Stuart,
I‘u General C. 8. A,” to Quartermaster
General Meigs, at Washingten, ordering him to
furnish better mules in fubure, as those pre-
viously furnished were very inferior. It seems
to us that our operstors might easily conocert
some ayetem of private sigmals or cyphers
which would defeat these paliry but annoying
tricks, and we are grestly surprised that they

have not ba wit and ingenuity to do so
long ago. "Yankee natlon is rather be-
hin dhand in this mattes

Revewrrios or Postaon Brawrs—Our city
Postmaster bas been engaged for the past two
weeks in redeeming postage stamps; but ia
doing so he only allows the redemptions to be
mado between the hours of ten and two each
day. The consequence Is thal there is  long
train of people at the Post Office every day,
and st two o'clock, when the wihdows are
closed, there in still & long cue of people lefd
unsitended to, and whose only resource i
retarn mext day. Now, the limit of

wd In & po-
litical or municipal light, the aspev't is choering
and full of hope. The present is the most lm-
portant epoch in its history. The exdent of its
aren, the magnitude of its populstion,ite centrai
position and its vast commercisl relations, justly

give it the balance of political power. This
power may be exerclsed for good or for evil by
those who temporarily wield it. Tn the exlsting
condition of the country the importance of the

bolds in the hollow of his band the destiny of
the republic; and on his message to-morrow,

greatly depends the solution of the gress
problem which now perplexes the Amerions
ple.

J

to le the deepest intereat in the public mind
as to fha course it may pursme. The conserve-

tives have o majority in the Assembly, but not
in the Senwte. The members i the Benmie are
twenty-three republicans agninst efght conaervis-
tives and one independent. In the Ameniply
fifty-six republicans against sixty-five consers &
tives and peven Union democrats Ow joia ¢
ballot, therefore, the figures would stand thus: -

Comsareativgd. . ... cconvaprnsnsrssssasnssnsssr ™
Repnblicans,........... PR PR A ™ -
Union gemoeratl.....oveeimssncmiirsasiensss ¥
Independent,. ... .ooeeaesisrnssratnnnenyes E
RO etr o sains e AR rerernes 100

It will be thus seen that the republicans enly
require two votes from among the eight ap-
parently neutral mem to have a majorify;

whole. The probabilities, therefore, are, that in¢
the elestion of United States Senator, which de-
volves on this Legislature; the republicans will
obtain the necessary majority, provided they
dornot wet up a negro worshipper; forif they
do, they may not only lose il the neutral
votes, but some even of their ewn rank and

file.
or couservailve umy stasud pome chance

of election. In any event the election
will be oclose. If the Senate and Assembly
should persistently pursue oroms purposes
neither branch could succeed, and:all legisla-
tion mightbe paralyzed. But at such a time
we hope for better things from the patriotism
of a majortty in either House.

Among the subjects requiring legistation, or im
which it wilkbe attempted, are the canals, the
ferries; the city railroads, the CentraliPark, the
savings bankie and banks of lssue, the harbor de-
fences, andthie police system, which hae become
po corrupt amd depraved as to require acomplete
revision. In the case of the present'commis-
sioners we have no doubt that the Governor will
premptly do his duty; but there is-needgol
some salutary legislation to reform thie abuses
which bave grown up within the last few yeams.
and it will be the duty of the Legislature to
co-operate cordially with the Governor In this
good-work. It will be their duty abowe all te
sustain him in his determination- to*‘maintain
and defond the sovereignty sod jurisdietion of

he hes taken, and to arrest those encroachments
of federal cemtralization which threaten te

#wallow up, one by ene, all the righte of the

State, together with all the liberties and imma-
nities of the citizen, and to reduce the form of
government to a consolidated despetiem, Im
which the will of one man would be-universal
law.

Immense Tax om Commenge.

On ihe 18t day of January the law imposing
a duty of ten cents a ton on all vessels entering
at American ports went into effect. This laws
which much complaint bas. already beem
made by our merchants and shipowners, was
passed. by the last Congress o the 14th of July,
under the title of “ An act incressing tempe-
rarily the duties on imports and. for other pur-
poses,” and reads as follows:—
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Tt will be seen by this that vesse
more heavily than almost any other species of
property, and fears are entertained that it will
not only be the meaus of seriously embarrass:
Ing and vestricting our commerce, but that it
will lead to retallatory measures and taxation
on the part of forelgn Powers. In addition to

]
i

To show the immoense revenus that will be
derived from this tax, let us glance at the ton .

during the past year. The number of arrivy
from Europe during that period was nineV cen
bundred, with an aggregate tonnage of one and
lhil'-ﬁllonl,whlei,nﬁ_gnuot

per ton, gives the enozmous amount one
hundred and ffy thousand dollar, which
would be thus drawn from the very 1ie-blood
of our clty. To point out more clearly the
practical operation of this law let us take for
example the stearpers Scotla, of Tour thousand,
tons, and the Ocean Queen, of two thousand:

annum to Liverpool, and the latter twelve tdps
to Aspinwall. The firsl sgmed, wonld pay Bug
hundred dallars « telp, or theée thousand twa
hundred dollars par year, and the lass shmed
two huundred dolloss a trip, or hun-

, on reading the aot, tha
Mexico, the provinces of North Ame-
gios and the West India islands, are favored
topalities, vessels arriving from wshich are
on the same footing wikh Ameri.
employed in thv consting

wf

days, taking it, instead of from ten to twor
from tento four P. M, This will be » very
popular ides, as nobody wishes to be stuok

appears like favoitism, aod
this fact it Is held by mmy that the

act it In contravention of existing treaty re
jatiens. uﬁoh!hwnlldondunuo-llﬁ‘;
and insonsistently burdensome, and, cgloulsted
hindrances in the way of our

quﬁ'm"w

wthe Btate of New

ontitle it to be called “the Empire Siate’’ ani -«

State can bardly be over-estimated. Its ruler

and the action or inaction which may follow it- .

The complexion of the Legislature is such -," >

whereas the conservatives would need ther _

Im the lotter event, a good democrat

the State,” acoording to the ath of ofice which ®
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tons, the former making about eight trips pee .



