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) forwarded you ee Monday waelt an acoouiit of our

Mperalioeg >o front of MurfTeesDoro up to that date, tho
kst lotlor being an intimation that Murfreesborb bad
Moan evacuated. But the truth came out soon after tbe
May had we:i set in, and General Rosocr&ns waa gratified

find tbat be would not bare to puraue tbo enemy fur*
her, but that then and there hia opportunity had ooeae to

destroy hta army. A week ha* parsed since then, and
.Yrtihanroperatlooa bavo been eonduotod and five days of
dnyarata warfare bavo elaiwod. The story is to be retold,
.Md I forward as hastily as poesl: .e the history of the
(tveote which have since elapsed. A camiMign, begun on
Mfideasday with a terrible disaster, has boca conducted
tooet admirably to a successful term.nation. The rebel
general has beon driven from bw stronghold; his army,
demoralised and broken, fled hastily from the field, leav-
1M two thousand of bin dead unburied and teu thousand
Of bis wounded uncared for The victory .4 complete, and
CrUI reflect andying renown on the uoblo com man -lor and
bis splendid army. If my former ooicmunl.atiou- were
received tbe reeder will notice at a glauce that this .h hut
the sequel to those letters, as tbe great victory ha- been
Mm sequel to General Rosecrans' energetic and scientific

WEUTIO.W 01 HOJDIY, DEC. ».

BOLin.se TBS MUDCl.
Tbe aevaro skirmishing of Saturday bad left us In

peaasMloa of tbe bridge ever Stewart's creek. Palmer's
Teerib division bad, by brilliant manoeuvres, driven the
Coet»y rapidly across It, and bad takenqpossossion of tbe
bridge. At night tbe pickets were thrown beyond to tbe
foot of tbe bridge, tbe artillery placed to oomm.ad the
bridge with enfilading fires, and the main bodyofCrit
Woden's corps bivouacked near It. Up tbe creak, near tbe
tipper fore, >ey Negley, while on tbe extreme le.t Van
Clove took care of the lower ford. Rousseao a division
Meld tbo right of centre, wltb Negley on hia left. Then
cum Palmer, Wood and Van Clave, bolduig tbe leu-
.under msmMg come, aad aO rassMf fetal, when
.verybody but fboee wbo knew supposed tbe despera e

boofliet wan to begin. Our pickets beyond the creek
were watching those of tbe rebels on the slope of tho
bills, on which tbe rebels were plainly ^ecu posted,
{hiring tbe day tbe artillery was In play at long
purvalB, but not brisk or sxctting. Tbe piekeia en*

at long range, doing little or no damage, and

vary few wounded to tbo rear. Tbe enemy was

evidently en tbe bills and behind them in strong force,
but bad no disposition to attack us while we lay wltb
tbe creek in our front.

Aiiunuo a rtjxroo nonamirr
But General Bancerans waa not Idle. He attempted to

get upon the enemy's flank, aad for tbat purpose moved
general McGoek'e corps, which bad approached by the

f b'olusevtile road towards Murfremboru by the Franklin
Tend, running nearly due west from Murfreesboro, and

by which be ooeld get upon the flank of the enemy.
Shis movement waa conducted with great caution, and
promised to be saoeessful Tbe greatest confidence waa

. felt In tbe energy and activity or Genera! McOook, cad
general Ilcncwsan bad firm faith in bis ability as a
leader

latum van imcimt

Moaday dawned, end General Reeetrant ordered tbe
;ptusk to be made. Palmer's fourth d'- La and Ne¬
gley * Klgbtb division were chosen to r.p*n the batti«
Which tbe day before bad appear---! probable, i'alnxrr
crossed the bridge and formod bla ,ne cf ugk ti«r
the creek end on either side of tbe r id. Negley, at the
npper ford, crossed at tbe same lima and formed on bin

' Tight. Puppocle were ordered eerose the stream, aud all
wan In readiness for tbe order to move forward and take
gie heights.
Tbe heights beyond Stewart's or Lytle's creek are not

llermidable In appearanoe when uncrowned by glistening
bey-mate in the heads of desperete men.a rough uot
Craggy rtdge, with a plain and not eteop aearnl, th-v run

goutb tata a rolling oonntry of woods and open delda,
(lotted with groves of cedar. There are no Isolated peaki,
Whtcb In an engagement would prove important to an

army. Tbe dMflculty was to reach tho heights tod Gens-
* gal Roaeerans, in thus throwing bis centre forward to at¬

tack this strong position, supposed to be itrougy h. ld
Was attempting what few of our generate have ho) the
Courage to do with volunteer tr»p-. But by expressed
himself ceufldaot of tbe vetor end dash of bis troops, end
stared little tbat they would fail. 1| was wltb fall faith
jn the tuemas of the undertaking that b ordered the ad-
van. * of I'elmer ami N*gl*y.
The men of Negley b«l king been petit up in Neshvnis,

and they did not used the low encour**. ng wo'da which
tbi'ir gallant oommaoder spoko to the.n They were few,
but significant ."General RcevcratiS wonts tb-if hlk,

' boys, and we are W> take them." Palmer, 1 ke Negley.
felt Invigorated by having an open Be, I and fair play
before him Hie division.that wbirh impulsive

Ralsco had led ikrough builoh, and gtllanl Smith at

.rryvtlle.n-quirad not to b« 1 >ld Hint lbs work hallo
be done. But at lb* comma: 1 both divisions, »h.-ir "k.-

t Mwhere handsomely deploying, move<i rapidiy forward
In bsgley'e dlvisloo, tba Nineteenth .ilioc *, totuool
bautl, acted aa skirmiaiiers, arid behaved m «t g llintly
Tha resistance was weak. The enemy's ,.ua waigaauk,

aad tbe assault did not require mu.y truL iter to fli, jtb I'.
flu gallant divlaloos went e> the top and dkeeovereU that
tbe main testy of lbs oeemy bad retired. This r. treat
bad haao anticipated by General Rosscrans, M It was dtf-

, fir ,.t to mask the flanking rnovsmeot of M Orx-.k '. rorj*
|le bad been hsard to aay thu .he lnt*nd'.| ¦¦..ting this
tor.;* 00 lb«lr flank or force them to fall bock and yl Id
bint peaceable p <.*** Ion of the stream and tba height*
th.it ommandel it. The latter result bat been ar

torapl«..i-d for 1 aliner and Negley t., ,g tb# u w'tb aw*
The rob Us b id fallen be- * and prevented a line fronting
both He' 00k and tbe mtio army oe tbe Uurfreeeh to
road. .

The flanking movement <f MctMob carried bun far 10 the
, right erd to tbe west of Murfr-e-r-oro, about five miles 1 0

the rent running wart to tba NollnsvUle road Whew It
. bran known tbat the movement hid been di.oovsred,

Raoertl ttc 'cokDsee baited and rested In camp about
.ve ai lee from tbe c-wn and about tbree from the right
Cf tbe oealre. Although ibis m rveraSM dually ended dts
.Mre'iety le MoGeak, it it net genera ly etirlnuted te any
girelmm ill on bis part. But tbat hie front d.v noe r«
Mr prised im one pretend* te 4> uht. "bd (bet ,t wae a ler-
rtbta reverse to our arms Is squally sdmMlblo by til.
In tbsas positions th* troepa rested et eight, tbe male

br»T occupying tbe betfble MM-fsif v-i.e rrem tbe>re*k

^ .

and three miles . half from the town of Mor.
fr-ieeboro.

lhe "Jwcl positios >u aooa ascertained, and it waa dm.
M',«re(t that they were within their uuter works ef de¬
fence. Their right ruetod eaat of the Murfreestoro and
Nashville pUte, about two miles from the towu, and their
left oa the road to NolloevIUe. noeooooiaaanoea aooa de¬
veloped this, and, forming hla line to aoit, General ltoae-
cran* on Tuesday night reetod within three uiiee of what
la now recnguiied as a great rebol etrongbotd. The taak
before him became revealed in ail Ha Importance, and he
saw and recognized that he had a difficult labor to par.
form.

TUB DIV BEFORE TOE BiTTRE.

mwxouee Ti*»- roairios.
It was not deatlaed that Tuesday, the 30th of Decern'

ber, should be the day of the great conflict which for
ticarly a week had been Impending. The rebels had re

tired to a point nearer the town, and we held the ridge.
The thinking movement of MeCook, uncompleted, waa

neither pi-hod nor abandoned. The line rested nearly
the whole nay us it had reeled st nightfall ou Monday >

occupying the ridge nut more than half a mile from the
enemy's right, but considerably further from Its left.
tTitii iidsn, with hla tbreo corps, held the Murfreosboro
road, and rested with his left on Lytlo's croak, not far
west from the little town of JefTortonvllle, at the junc¬
tion of tbo creek and fttonee river. Ncgley and Houseenu,
of Thomas' centre corps, held the right of this ilue, and
Uien a break of nearly two miles was bolwcoo McCook
and TDtmas.

1US until. UNI OS HATTL1.
The retirement of the rebels on Sunday ulght to avoid

the consequences of McCoo'. ¦ movement placed them In
a stronger because a more concentrated position, within
two miles of Murireesboro. The recoonolssances of the
morning plainly revealed their position, and our lino
was accommodated to it. Their right wing waa dis¬
covered to be peeled so that ita right rested on the Le¬
banon pike, crossing the stream caNed Lytle's
creek and extending west of the Nashville pike. These
two Important approaches were left to the guardianship
of Lieutenant General Leonldas Polk, and he had his
threo divisions posted as I have described. The divisions
assigned to him ore those of Cheatham, Breckinridge and
Butkner; but of these only that of Breckinridge fought
with him on this occasion. Indeed, from all that can

be learned, it would seem that the corps organization of
llragg's army was not maintained at all in this engage
ment. On tbo left or Polk's corps, and forming the centre,
worn the three divisions of Lieut. O.jn. K. Klrby Smith,
commanded respectively by Generals Preston Smith,
MoCown and Bains. Here the crgtnl. .tain was lost also,
and.Kains was in the centre, while MeCuwa's place on the
left of his corps was taken by Withers' division. On
Withers' left, to form Hardee's corps, was MoCown, Clal
borne aud Cheatham.tbo Utter having the extreme left'
and resting on the , ratiklln aud Murfreosboro road. I
Have laid dou-n in the map aeccot|ianytiig this the posi¬
tions of the rebel army as ibown by reconuoiiisaiicuH ns ide
on Tu -day. 1 do hot lay claim to any great degree of
accuracy for the map; but it will serve to show sufficient
ly near the rebel positions as to give the resdor a

cloar idea of the operatlou*. In an eugagement
of the client of tne several which hare ensued, It would
be impossible to give a map showing the topographic .1
features, aud 1 have] rather preferred to furnish smalt
maps showing the relative positions at d ifferent "time of
the dosperate hvo days' conflict which has ushered o .t
the old aud heralded the incoming of a new Jear.

imb nun ox gam u.

The district of country lying between tbo two forces
posted as 1 have described,and which waadeslluod to bo-
come tbo great batlis field of lbs West, is not easily to be
described topographically. It baa no prominent charac¬
teristics. A rough and ugly country, rolling slightly
with bore and there a rocky bill, the gray stones Jutting
shove the soil, and bolweon which the green cedars grew
tn great numbers. These cedars wore very numerous In¬
deed, often growing in such clusters as to mask entire
divisions. In some Instances Un-ss cedars grew in swampy
places; fields of extensive proportions, and in an uncul¬
tivated slots, and dotted wtth \ary few buildings. The
roads sad other landmarks the render can nadsntand
better from the map ! send than by any elaborate dc scrip,
tlon I could give of them. The field was on the table land
lying In the peninsula formed by Lytle's sad Wowart's
ersska and Htones river, and covered an area of about
three by six miles. Our line when concentrated must
have been at least four miles In length. It was s day's
tedious, dtfllcult and dangerous labor to ride from the ex¬
tremes of the right and left wings, and often I was forced,
while making Inquiries for names and facta, to occupy
portions of tbo night, which, however, could not be occu

plod in stooping, as the troops were will, ut tents, bed or

bedding, their blankets and the cold, frosty and damp
ground being their bod and clothing.

rax ilm Msruxx m noon.
The "day before the bottle" woo not In tbis instance

au unruffled "calm before tbo storm." There wars early
In the m-mlng flieard ominous muttertags of artillery
which threatened an early storm of battie, sod in tbo
afternoon It broke out eo tbo loft and centre. The rebels
hod no disposition to H as quietly take our posi tl<ms, but
opposed the movement of Or!Ken " >n to rest bis left oa

the river. The picket firing was continuous, and often
the sound of this rapid but desultory shooting would
break out into a deep, isrrthlo roar of musketry, on

bearing which the moo of tbo part of the hue not en¬

gaged looked serious and resolute. The artillery on both
tides in the afternoon became quite hotly eng iged, and
at tl es the supporting Infantry would become warmly
engaged. Rut neither of the remanding generate pro-
pueod 'o begin a fight late In the day, and by common
consent both forcos were kept In restraint. Rut each and
Jl knew that on the ourrow came the conflict, and each
and evory man prepared for it.

( THE CHUT BATTLE OP WIDIOlDAf.

»UI W* «HU 01*1*18811
Thv liufl of bailk an auged by General Ron* ran* ox

,»ted on Wedneeday morning u H hod lain oa Tueeday
nlgbt. but at «!glit o°> l<».k no Wadneeday the rebel* at
ta<Ked iha right, and that lino vary toon became

rh..ng< I I »**> thing hud been qu el up to L6»' h ir

All along their Hue the rabela had alnco morning i<rr erred
an uiniuuue >ilance. On oar|part, at loaat upon the right
wing, up to Ibe hour of attack, I u* no preparation for
an advance or aeeaull upon .the enemy. The different
diviaton and brigade cummamleri had not yet aalltai
forth for the Wlneaa of the day, but remained lounging
about tbe few abr'l'T tenia whl b they had taken a. ng
'or headquarter' There ».« not that activity and

anxiety which ta apparent In ramp when danger la a;
prebended, bur UiOM ouol, 'aim, but hurried prepirai. »y

toroeiet, a hen it it known, by ll>* pKket'a alarm, that
iheeiieui) it advancing. At an early hour in the morn

g had Xoeu the battery furuecee and the am It be at
work khocinx tho animale. In the cavalry camp I hail
noticed the uaual quietaeaa of long eetabltebed cauip*
Tlie lulautry, who bad alept on thalr aruia all 'he Digi t
bef ire, had app**eutly no apprebenaione of danger, hut

,n group* chaltoil and laugbad while driukiug It ir hot
c> flee and munching fh< ir hard brwl. ibu car*.

*** dupiayeJ liere aiucng the rank*, and
which waa natural to tbern under the elrcum
ftuicee, wee alao ev'nced to an alarming tklunt
by many of their ofDcers. I have beun i«id by inoet
ev-ell nta thoii.y Uiat onueu.l care waa taken at an

early her <* the morning to avoid a eoriwlae if tb i

enemy ebojid make an aitai*. but aa no aita, < waa

n.aiie at an early hour Una < omi. eodable eautu n appear,
to hive been eudden'y abandoned for certal- ly i owe Q

the activity uo the i art of the dTaerr nereaeery to a

pri-eervati in of t .a l;re which bid been r irtned early la

the day waa viaibl* a few it rnenta before the attack
waa m «d* by the tebet" All pre<aolloa» teem'< bare
b- cti abend toed, end the cerip bed the appearance f ear
e«iab i.-hed far away from tbe vtrta ty of an enemy We
did n<>t dream of darcer, or, if Uic commending general
dtd.b treated the warning at en Wla one.

imvivn e* mi iia**

iia tun waa lale tn d.aperkiug and ;mtttng to rout tbe
henvy fog which toy upon the feo < tbe country en

Wedn< (day It bad aerved "Mk tbe move

reek la of tbe whatever they u. y t r en, and
by Afetob they bad geltoto completely upon our rlgnt
Hank Their moveananta had been meet afcliful.y and

secretly conducted, and, until he cbone to attack,no one

knew of tbe enemy to pemauce there. What hie move
mania eeretogal tine petition,It to #n«y far one acquaint
ed with the ronda to imagtne. Tbe reader wbo examiaee
the map la c enaction whb thla will dleoaver that I*
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wm done by moving from Murfrcesboro by the Fran! In
road. We know this much from rebel prisoners n<l

papers, that tour divisions under Hardee sctudly m > nd
there during the night, end we know frem bitter «.*.[ erl-
encn and terrible lues that ho attacked end surprised ur

right wing. We know on Monday that th» flanking
movement attempted by MoGonk had been discovered.
The takmg of tho bright* by Negley and Rainier b id

revealed that It is now apparent that tho reconnolsiitu ce

of Tuesday revealed enough to the rebels to sail*. y them
tbat sucb a movement as they alterwards attempt<'d
could bo successfully pro»ecule<l. With liragg, to d<v«r
mine appears to be to do, and the plan was immediately
acted ujvin. The four divisions making the attack na ved

undor cover ol the ilarkne?and the fog U> our right, a id
at eight o'clock commenced tho battle by a rapid and
overwhelming attack.

M'l'OUa'S UVS OK HITTUt.

Johnson's dlvwlou was the extreme right of

the army, and Jeff C. Isms' tho centre Rut,
\l .Impaling an oarly attack on Wednesday,
general Mctook bad thrown John >u around so

that be faced Ibo Franklin piko. Wo wora thus present
itig to the road a Hue of battle front of two d'vmloiM.
Jelf. ItavU' diviaion, In the centre, .mid .nalantly uco

cither way, to meet en attack from the road or one m ide

parallel with It. Sheridan faced Murfreeeboro, hut was

so situated thai be could face, by a "right half wdioel for

ward," the Franklin pike. Johnson, by a left half wheel

movement, could hero faced about so as to rest bis tlsok
on tbe Franklin rood to repel an attack made from tbe
town.

1KB RKOKte' MUMP . ¦ittrs.
Tbe cbsrge of tbe enemy was of tbe uioet rapid charec

ter. Tbe elarb given by tbe pickets hardly readied tbe
camp before theenemy wee upon It Tbe troepa, arouse <1 by
tbe alarm, bad not succeeded id getting luU< line uf battle
before the enemy made hie appearance In immense force.
I bad meaeed the night previous with e battery captelo In
Johnson'* division, and at tbe alarm ran with him to

mount. Here, for the first time. I got e good view of the
advancing columns of the ensmv The sight wse most

magnificent.a sight uae seldom has the fortune ui'ss

hold In a and such a on* as f never expect
to sec again in Ibis world. Thar* I* no biugiioge
whirl. c m describe tbo gran leer or that
view. Two columns (loop, with a front <d at least th'ee-
rourth* of a tail#, lha lino tolerably preserved, advancing
with great rapidity, on cam* the whole rebel left wtug,
the bavt.octa glistening In a bright ami which bAd broken
through the th ck fog. Tim rapidity of tbo movcmo.it
.true* mo with four for our safety, a* tho sight had til>d
mo with admiral n of It* grandeur (.eueral Johnson
and bm brigade c>reniandera Were using every ell rt to

get the tr.xipB into line, (ieneral J lme.ni Is uow b amed

fOT being air prised. an I 1 h-ar rldlculm* «lortwt of hm
being disgraced by Bnsecrans, wh m ra|virtol Itnvl g
torn I in straps front bla shoulders mi to was surprised,
in were wo all surprised and b e is blant" I, look bibber
and blame others The dltlecw "vers labored Dl(»l
m.i.fully t<> avoid tbo isspetuliag .. -aster. but alt » s In
tain. Slier dan's dlrist ti atleui, tod to make Hi moi

meut which would plar* bun fronting ike li>«n r«

purpsc was now plainly visible. Hut he was ton Ia n

The enemy's batten- s «|w e.l u|sm Johns n and v.a

before tbey could form, add bis infantry so.- after bo
came engaged at short rat ge, rni.l.My advancing and pro-
pat ing fur a cbarg* uf Itagonels. tie oraia htrk and
Witltch got their brigades in tolerable line, but Hie
brigade* of i.ener Davis wero uol en fortunate. Colonel
I'nrrott.of the First fibio. < olnmd I laid win, of ins nib
Indiana, and CokMMt Dodge, of Hie Tbl'tielti Indiana'
moved into Hue with surprising rapidity, e-eh ofllcer
exerting bluutelf with great energy. Csutai is .Igarton.
of ttio IIfth (K) Ohio battery, and t.onds .*ud, o; lbs First

(A) Ohio battery, acting with Kirk and WilHcb. wore

posted well, but moot untortunstely for us their horees
were tome dtsianon away at water. Tbslr few reesalulng
man manned the gin s end opened upoe tin adv 11 clng
foe wilk grape asd echrepuel. 'Hut the desultory Are uf
the Incompleted line end the tnsuffictem Ire o' our erU.le.
ry did net setve to even waver the rebel me,much leas to
repulse It. It never wavered, but proeeoded on with a

daring determination and vigor II M oeelese lu us to dear
at this time. Jobneon's Fifth division was broken and
fled to the rear, abandoning the artillery tbey were to
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have aappnrtad Tbo man worn vbol down at tbair gun*,
and tha laal aoan of rapt Kdgarloa h» had faik-n aaroaa
Uh' run bo bad ,oat flrod, dying, at ha had llvad, a nobla
8>>ldtor and g*nil*man 0O'id(i«nd ln*t hi* *ntir* batlory.
a <1 Hapt Ruah, of I ho Fourth Indian* biliary, afior bar
.i g 'nal Ihlrty-oifht in kI'M and wundad. a j<v-»»d*d
In taking <j1 two of hi* its guna Thla w»*

iVii,* only by the m<«t aipr'buman adort* oa lit*
part ibo tuppori.ng tuiaatry r<^Uaaula of I'arr ll and
Harry.
Tbn dlv.»Win of Jrt. C. Pan* araa atr.ck al-noat annul-

tiaaonaly with 'hal of Johriaofl, and in lb« un> way
Tha lino of lb* m.crny tva*g r«*t*r In langtb lbau o.i^tiob,
and ronald-rali y ororiaptwd lliat of l »v iw, . iton'tin*
arn bd hi* la:t and IhroaloMfig Sliart la i Hit ha*, Ilk*
ll.at of .1 b iauu, »m uupor'aUly f-riuod ('ar m « art
y d«, eoutkttng of Uia Twaiily-9rai Il lnoU Thirty aigbth
llllDwIa, »Ifioanib Wtac tain and On# Huadrad and Ural
Obi i, supporting Oaptilu W A. it drhaioa iVmnio M mf.a

*<4a hall*> y. bad a a"d (» ai(i o on a IIHIw "minor, o and
sod savor«d ki «Uy lb* pr"grass or u,» r*b*i e*>»r* Hut
though CarlIn, with all lb« *no gy o hi* i-np iImv t,a

ttira, puabad bl» m<-n forward to 'bo light, lb*', but a

brtgada alroag, oould not lag alaad (bo Urrih.a a*-aill
marto up o 'baru by four dltl-amaaf Iba c b*l army
1 tia lirlgadoa af *» druff a.id I'oat in vain trial to bold
Uaairown. Tbo rabala at uck ihotn and, k* J* hoana.
I>avia waa rruabnt, ovarpowarsd and brutar Tba ball*
rtaa of Butchkba and tha Hfth »l*cou#ln fapta'e 0 F.
Finnay) aad l.ighth nM<./-natu (Captain D. d. Oariwstwrt
war* uvarrna and cat ,»r*d. Capta-oa ( arposter and
r aawy war# kulad at tbair guar, aaJ ad ibair ptaoaa

taken. Tho Tafttty lr|| IlllU'Pt b; d lb- <rta II jn-'rdH
and tlrtt'.Mill *rn eat m and r»> -r. d a i.al

tbdl Pad 10 |ifdoiiard la *dry . f".' fhaki' *- w.
the r»n .1 <l*d ar InnMiM, ad Um |)tw < -¦

. ir>( of "or army » || eouat up n r y lia * >
Pfebri mWiw oowp "PpI b« tip.'»m ». ,

hu« "a !».« id* left, but w«a tt- ir* bef irn it i >

tv ri. Wt -'t. If* "Idrtad I. '< e"lf rrtlb d**, rr. .

but in »*»> llteBPii «b b*l '' itfbt *1 I*
hi r t »l«"d tow .id, lb f |t.»» I »

»lr>iy«d. lb* "** I' » J» ¦irftne ,ai»d V lb at

o* init" *. t'#d teiih * . -r, bol . ,» i. g
brt.fcer. lattMIWif U.nttidf«. lb" i*n t,* k
Ui . di. .. >oiei'i ,ii..|i al Hi < n r*

ported ki.Md »t. traru *nuniad. e . ft i "

itiatidl . ¦** <4 tb* tan i > . 1* tf tl t » » i.

II "tl t»l> » '<f» k b - II<« lie *«J '11*1 ..

h « iltMlli In ijf hard " > jar ti <¦ III.*l»l'f ,« . !
<a el* th h*w f, n til t,« r*l H
»,in bl e'i'.Kd Id Mai d Pi« «|.nid l'.»
lit law bad 1 id, nd tiie an *.* « - *

labor H» ««!.¦» ad |J kit tut -deiti* 't a

rear of 1 u» *<4, tm . data 'r n I. i . . i *

la b d bid ("Oil- II ..till tf I be * M>u

lb* r* r *»d adrui' <"1 Pi b* » p rt 1 *

P m, bbl alt »*a la »*ta, add t- tm .Pa p»

d i» s Win r iraalrd

bait rim
JnMdne b d tort* had 'ti. aatiat* formla tb* r-ar

bid altarri "*d t.> May tb* nib'il r'T"' ' td' '»k» .

hut .itb>* duTePat artfbary lat » .b tMb adapMa
U«*y ¦ era ro.iad It aaaatad a* u a** tdPdt hm *a»«rad

at nothlag. On ibrj ete.idlly. unrelentingly, powr
In* their Area koto our r*trnw mg column. ibeir line
waa tbr. ngh It all. *dwnr blv pr#e*rv<d,ar>4 nor lira
Beamed to liava no rflnl upon It, though than* la no
d°" <>» that they eu rrvd imux® .iy ui killed and wound-
ad 0;r mala loaa waa in pr tanner*. who wera Ukca la
Una relraat
Tboa lot two mllea waa lha right win* dMran ovar

.a' ¦ »"d lhrao*b wonrlg. paruued rapidly bv the rebel
col. rana. General McLkwk had reported to General Knaa
erea* hia unfortunate condition. and had boon ordm ad p.
bold bta ground aa long aa poMlbla, and to retreat, If
furc-d bark, aa aa to btagw into tbe rl«ht of th* .-i-nire, on
lb- tvhhui nf Mewart'* creek 0«tinral MoOmk on

daavorod fallbtuliy to obey. HI* m. u tuni" more than
baman aObria to alay ih« advent-big enemy, bat ail la

ram -vith a broken col nin It wa« ImponRib:* pi ral-y
and talorm aa a wtme; Dual of bw artillery
aaptmrd and ta uar by the enemy, unnbl-i P>

in-a.nl more than a dlvblnn line of battle, tbe
e ort to day item war in vain, and tbioer.il UoC>< k
eould only obrj tbe order * bleb t«|tii ed bun lo fall ba k
Id an b n inannor m 10 Imn on the rl*ht of Thotima' en

tra eol mn. Aeslgfatice wu* by no tonana ;.b ndoned
When inrrad lo reilr* Ibo dirimooa would lorm in rear of
ea< h otb-r: and thu» litue ear occupied It, delating 'ho
ati-ik on our contra, ir not belter 00 npled in adding
terribly to tbe lint of Ibeir kllhd and wounded I think
lb.it at tbla time we bud .oiu.<gwelve or Alteon gun* at

work, I ul (hey would oniuiilier and Are but a few ahopi
at a tlma. twko tbe rebel centre wax driven beck by
Jobnaon ai.d Havie, but their right and left .-ontlnaed pi
advaaca, doelug in upon our inert until they were a*nlti
foroed by the terrlhle entlla.toijj lire to hill back.
Ho not Imaging th.t ilurk* thkl «b .lo retreat wo were

rcjageit in a dvgrecefii rent viblrh nothing could .lay.
After rallying in tbere.rur bberidiin, t'aet- and .Mm
.on i.alntmned ibeir lino and when forced Pi
tail bark again did «o in good order, and
again lormed at tbn Qret good poallien, and In
tike manner would Kherldan retire, iho en>-my alt
Ibo while advancing ttendlly forward arid to our right,
encountering nuc divleton alter another, and invariably
dlaiwtaing It. But we loal no artillery after thu Bret
aarariH Our men threw away no weapon*, ae they bad
wooe at tho flret, but all itrnve, elure they ware driven,
lo maka (be relraat a credit to tbemaelvee. The public!
who will ooinlemn Hon. MoCook for ibo mirprlvenl that
day, muRt do bun tbe credit to rnogmre tbat be conduct¬
ed th it retreat with excellent Judgment and i-kllk Tbat
bo h.id allowod hlm-elf to be nurpi i*ed le a charge aa

true aa it Ik Bcrtou*: but do not acctivo tbe comimiuder of
want of courage or *klll. FewariaUaof the number o'
hi* could bare kPkxI avaluat u charge *0 .weeping and
.wlfl a* wu* that of ibo rebel*. And in extenuation of
hi* criminal u.-gleet It 1* only ju*t 10 gay tbat bia oflbrla
to rally hiR columun were tlmao of a bravo and nkllfu 1
oAlcer

what uwao.; i-au'-ookp ht rm* aihuplt.

The enemy ovo. Up.iwd the leu o: Mo'look coorldorably,
and It na* atippOMul that be wan in lending to attempt to

cat blm on from the rei-t of the army But It tinea n t
bow a pear that hu.Ii wa- tbe puriuae. After tbe relraat

lief r, It waa aim aiietupied P. turn the right fl.ink. I'M*
a. peart to have been the cool determlnaaloti of Bragg and
the great feature or h * plan of alt irk but It fahed, and
bl a .erribie e->-! pi Imn

kohocwa.h muni! to .r.vn mr
iletj wondered why no help camu hi them, but Mo

f>» k » a leid to rxpect no troo|.« to be advanced
t h a eld. General Ihwev-iiig *4* mo w i»# una too wel1
aw.ro of the danger of ad* itichi* rethlonemaai* from
hi. left or centra 10 aid NtuCook. 11.* u-fl and centre hao
hot b. m iiifu.ed doimg the tight on the rlgbi. Ib*
enomy ley In their front witbiu lie bl, and aimnel within
hearing. He knew thai tl,ey were annoualy watching
Li* movement* and watchtig to aee whkh part of bm
line uould be weakened. If any yarlnf it bail hoen
weakened they would have attacked It, and. If aucoawaful,
»o,.|d und ubledljr have drelroynd ua. ilul, though be
did not Rend Hit -ok reinforcement.',General tUapwrauR
.m, hived hiinrndf in ao prrparing hia hue aa to aid Me
Cook to get anfely .« hia right. Hta pMparalP na wera lo
bait the enemy on hie deu»u»i right without eapuaiug
bw Ml end centre Pi imminent danger.

a miuitn namacvM.
For tbla purpoae General K<iee, ran* nuuae-1 bl* art A^ry

and bia trieipn on tiic pnkillou occupied by hia oeiitre.
Till* nnurni. nl ta one, I am pdd, aa batardoua and diAl
cult aa may other military manu uvre ever atonipiad
and ragnlar ofllorra my that tide fiml ill.playad tbe
geniua cl Uaiieral Hoaecrena evcu mora than did bia
< oruilh manu uvro of allowing hp. rantrc 10 Iw brokeu
lianaral* Van (leia and ft.anl.on lha lart, ware moved to
lha right of the Muifrre. Imro road. General* N'egla)
and IPuiMU-au ware advanced a little. Ibe artillery wa*
n.arard and brought Pi hear ou the probable 1*1In I af aa
. volt .n the rebel left, and (be preparation* war# Oniabed.
Ma*t 01 tbe*.- movent, nil aerr maakad ny linmeuae
edar I..reat. and when tbe rebel* amaulP d the pnaitl n

It »a* a m.wt terrible turprlie to them Tbu# prepared
. I .Do proper moment the centre wa* a l>atuerl a lew
b odied yard*, and *nou after th* cneniy appea. ad In
force, pur.utng the right whig

aauirv avp not *rm*r to ma naort *

.N'rgley 'a dn ir .u bid llie advance of Uw r nIre order¬
ed for**rd .a a at-«y, and at the long wl.h~l for c.ui

m.a 1 to n.ovu hir lw« litue brigade* moved forward lo
greet the advancing enemy, followed eloeaiy by tb*
nikuiimith divia. ua of Rwuaaoao. K*gl-y, *1,. f«r
n*-rly twelve la-.nthe h%d c'mled ftw the oerMnm, waa

In neat magi.ittcent apinu, and Imparts -fwin lo ho
Dien hy hi* faoilraa . vprure of hi. perem ,.nd Ibo auol
¦<*. of bl. arthifl. 1 her* bed been f.w moatha . *lur '.fl
Lib. and bia divlckin ll.ev li .d lieen c*| a< mil tie mrn

nnder a unlMla ^-neral Of K..oaee«u the «.me bad baac
Bold by man und -r regular . fle er. It waa imp.**lh!« to
ra*tr*in tl e una of ib> .« two dlvwnma aa ihay m< v« J
forward Pi protect Mc<>» k « retreating for.ee, and tbe,
.arcaatiually cried out with a will te them, "Kegelf.
ought not b> run," "Militia, In the rwcla and oUirr

ph a*e». whi. h bate an c* brcon.a cant arareig them
Begtoy having deploy a I Hm Nluatoaath II.100 m, I oka*1
BaMl.aa .kirmwbet*. advatoad rapidly. He found b.m
.eh . uteri! g a large .edar grove and the enemy upon
him He no.tk. d (omoei Molar ¦ brigade in
tbe grove, wnb (aptaia* dcbwjlr and N#.. * bat
terie*, ai.d with Man ley ¦ brigade m a>lvaa.e
iuova.1 nui the bold IB bia fr ,nt. Tb" enet!,y un,
forward, with mud . he*.«, upon the nine Lr gad- m rt»n
>ey .V. glay ruara.| it to retire th.wly, ana 'be hrigada
a tarn vn.g Pi ibe re.r under lira, when in. y Ighteentl,
Ik wag Mired with . inn* and bad rr.no tb* field M it
the real. t in* brigade r tired ¦* Magley bad or ier*d. In
f»«J order Ibe reha a, ungukpe. nag tb* ruaa, daah~t
forward, and Mil.ar . brigade and Veglay . ta batti'lea

«l u|«m Umoi With a terrible crow II.a tb t m- a.

Iham dow a. and lor the fir. t time that d.y tbe rebela
wavered. Hull waa only tor a ta reent and lh<di ag.m
liter Qaeli d h.rward

la the meantime Koueeaeu had « iter, p on tbe right
"f Negiey MUr Weal hag, ad at Fw. yfNk, aw M)w4
bar. I Ibe rag la * ew'De apaw Ib eft at tbe moment J
id Uie dar b m d by the rake ri.at left e> g . .. S* |
glay TtMy d.o hed .op. iim i at tfio n tweee leg ey
and tb# regular*. It-it few e th- n ft <w« .gain
lie e nth lied df '4 Na h-y I ih" rag.. ... d-ote their

mail, 1 r u b 0 with P rnb * A tbe .am* I n*

e> . ed opt aFm.i -i 1 .Pn .* bat right

r "..get. d <*> o«. aa 1 ta-ri
I l."»t>'«' ernb.4 driven

we* <Mi t »v l»iu»
I tp. . g tv# 0 raP a h»y ad

! ¦'/%». * .ml r (lt d b I . |
. .. be .U Mk tat M I

1-y . >,«« ib* a tben. a»1 I
. « . n ii wed !W wilt I
a '. mr Ibe n I eve-y tuatl i

» .« a. 1 ,1 , . eeg In > Antra
ei r*ii «- u a * # d a t / f
" dy. l ie r m - eera a. .

I I o» « , -t a r. g An teee |
¦.y r.a rtww p* are t ier cwH a .'
. 'i.teu a- gr- in a ad 1 *tll
..y .ui i r.g era r
d *: In tar-tMi - '« tb.

aiwau I>| i. tdrnfo'** O'f ,n 'f.
ready r Upo.ua> »*> 1, I .t I ta p. < m* th.

lat.nal aad 1awe bark taw tbe wb-va imp*

tbe artillery kiiddcdv C«M<I ami the m islelry became
iii.iul. Geo. Koaccrm Imving pmtt'rvotl liw right e.ug,
recalled Neglcy andHoc*« nu. An impreeaive lull foihie-
f.l.cnd by DOOB of Weill." lay the fir-t Mof tbe bk-ogy
drama «u tailed.

TUB UTBWI «'? Or* I'WilTO
Ttie corneal had bean a U>riibla ana for ua. W« tiad been

driven al leaal two and « half or il.rt tulle# Our wixind
od and dead ware left, with many pr# .iters, ut the hand*
of ibe m uijr Thirty plec«« of artillery wore taken
by fb« eui'iuy. and bad been put In pity up. u ua. The
men. weary and dleplrlteil.many without unite and ae-
coulrcmeuifi.were now drawn up in llno-llne. terribly
It.h.ned by the loeaea wo bad euatnlned. lu liana rtiri-
at n we bad yet In un.u>y r.'tflnieofg at P ari one half in
p-ikonem 1 waa told by ofb. era of the Twenty filth
r 11 in a ibat not I'-aa than throo hundri'd of their number
bad been taken by Ui# «u#m>, many of ibetn v.non.ted
1 b«y did md tthik they bad inmy kllbel. Tbo Twenty
t.rai IIIID.'IP. I'okiuel J.W H. Aleiahder, repot la almmt
the mRr facta, audi am certain that our kene# u* tb»
stroll were mainly til wounded and yrteooer* lhelihi0
Herman regiment .of Colouel Stem re|«>ft# .1 k« of
bundled and tblrty-flvo In k lied, wounded and nueelnp.
ft inuat bet IKI tbought that our foyULu.ee meat hura, o

oouae.|iian< e of the fow dead reported, bee" w «tk an.l uu

wot iiy oi u ; but, itoiigh It did not repulse the enemy. ft
wax .ir g.illanl »» ever waa made ngvioal turloo their
number.

L irit i» run name,

during tbe lull which followed the laat eaeaull at noon
I pa > d aWng MrCouk * line and learned many Item* of
lit- e§t ¦ f the engagent. nl. Tl»e inen were dlaplrlle I,

t e y uiucli ao, and looked upon their rout an not only dM.
grin*, lul in them, but diaaetruua to Mm whole army. .*""

a,> eui uiice «»f Hcawcratte, lot'tig like the beet pit
nee t hopeful yeueral alive, did not «u®ou to row
rpiriu Along ibe wiioje Hue there waeM outcry
em rw Tin! lueo aaid, lea|»mdlngly, "We'll fight if they
wl'lgit a ua oUkiern." Imprecation wore heaped upon
tbe le wde ot McO«ik and of John.. a. IM m«U woro moa
Pit iee« cruets, and folt tbore waa gu wtnmng under euoh
ufflccri aa t'.ey bad The ajrrtf dw corps of the right WiOg
an» oed In me to be gube.

knannoiL.
Huptaln ladgarUrn waa uniruoly wounded while nerving

at one of bio guna, and Itla body fell a. ruae ibo gun, hi-
right artu Uiruwu around It. Ilo waa the ranking cap
tatn nl tbe oUtu artillery, und cjtiiiujnded lUtlory I- Me
write very high and eirelleul ualeeta am»ug the oflUtrn
with wlmm he waa a* "c luted

l ie touant Colonel lu rry uf tbo filth K*n'. u ty. wue
woundod whilo leading bia men forward lu form tbu ee'
cum! line. He did not leave the Held. Tltla regiment but
.'uflered severely. Among th« killed ian.'/ufllnig U b-iul
,'gbtt killed and wounded) are throe uftlcrit kuu iu.iid.bg
eompiuiee and three Bold officers.

(len. Kirk acted III tbe Uioet gallan; tnabtier Mo rudn
up to Kdgartou'a battery ale»>k tbo Captain by ib« hand
aud raid a few worde of cooimetidattun hi bun. A» he
t rniwl away aud wan urging bit ni»u into line he wae
¦ truck by a abut In tbo «Wlu and cariwd fru.it it bn.d
lite brigade wra* cut to ptecoa tup'ew moment*, but fught
adiiit ably lite loe-cn are heavy. I1ie rieventy aeveinU
Pennsylvania, Ool. gturrbaugb, lost over oue hundred in

kill-d, wounded and prowners, tbe Lieutenant' l uiel, I*.
II II iiirmn, being among the killed TUa Hevenly ninth
llUnOfe,Colonel 0. P. Iteed, Wit Hovruly eight lu killed,
wounded and o.ikalug t'oMiel lh.au fell al ibo bua.1 of
l ie regiment. Tbo kiee of ulUcera ia rery heary i lh»
brigade. The Thirty-lourtli lllionta, Kirk ubl r.glmeot,

iixty eeveu bt all. Among tbo ufllcara B.e were
wuuuded and une captain ta miMlng.

UKVian alUl'aT WILU'f.
Ilia men »ey that tleoeral Wlllk-b waa not k.iled They

reprewent that be wee terribly wo n«W by tlie fray
meat ofngbell, aud all uttllo in Uimklog that :t mu(t
prove mortal. HU loei la a terrible one to the ariuy, .«
lit* well known ability aa.. ienunauder baa ehowo I? »

brigade <« bin fall wan commanded by (ol"nel W. II Gib-
ion, of the lovty-umlu Obio mlantry, who managed It
uioet admirebly. Ttie bam Iwre of !br«r« »¦ terrible to

cintetri'lnie. In lb" Keriy nlutli <K:W wnlth kei tweuty
g lied and forty wu jided, the Lieutenant f ounel uaa

kil'oU aud Mayor wounded pelnfully, and, beetlen tb«ee.
not leae than eight uf the un company rommendlng
"lOrete Tbe Eighty-math llllnole, n new roglneewt Jew
IU the Hold, and compoeed of the ' buago ratlfued met ,

bet aiity live killed, wounded and pruooere All lire
Held oflcgra are killed or wounded.Ma>« llalleilgb'ly
arid Ailjuuni E. Y llleliop very eeverely, and Lorrtenant
Colonel I lot. bklra killed Tno » ifleenlb OUlo lc*t rery
.ererely, »ud an '«g Mat o«oora l» the I.muuaul f'ehmoM
y ank A"ken. The fblrly ninth Indiana, O.Pmol llarrlwm'
|u«t oue buudre end «i* killed, wnundal and ml'tleg
Tbo Hevenly fonrtu Ullrvoln, Cokaiel Janwg Marnb, of

Davia dlviemu, I'oet'e brigade, la r«purtad U> bare be
bated rery badly, and (u have Bel m a pant- far t'lhe
rear. A near regiment ilarlin'e brigade, ol the eae.e
<ruo lluodred aiul I irel Ob«>, Inughl ep^iidldiy and loe'. n
tarr number

II,ere were but two of Kbrfhlan e bfigadee in the Sgbt,
lliat W foUmel liemel Mcf^-oh harlog been le.'. at Waah
ville uei erel elil eooimaude i ibe Thirty-bfth end feuwel
i.r'uael ih Tbirty-er tenia

I leu. el KUI wae killed instantly by a bullet through l.ia
'eit eye. He feU in ibe front at hrw eommend, aad hie
b»1y wet left un tfie fief I. Will wee one of the t>eel rueo
In the sort i'e, end bl« piece wib be with didiculfy BllaJ

In ti e t#il»r part of the.morning ibe l gbtieg Pi "-me
, Seg ey > dlrunon" re m el teri loe Ik lb of
tbeee generate behaved * ibe greatest gaiiauiry and
they ait Inekid u(* u we ike te *¦ °f It* day In Ne
gley * fivblot d two »iifcc' 1 igbly set*
tnaled at flrr >1 bd . lei. lie'rare no

ttummg. lue. ..««nty^ign l'eon»)lr«ag .i--ceb'e
died and uflr allied aied wr.n led Ire.--.y '.« '*>»
I el twenty killed and fifty wound d u'u *

to Knuaeeau'e dineen toe l"ee m greet-1 «e regu
iar brigade, I am e.id, it will r*acb over e Wiuueai.d
Ibo Ibiflj eghth Ind.cna computeo its Vu#e al on# Irm
gred end Bfly, and other* are reporl»d in like p. |»irt»«

Colonel I'eetiy, Tbud Mlivi, r-.mmaod./g r »#ni eoib
brigade bad leu horses del under him Its beha-ed
e lib thr gr- "teal galls,,try and <«olr»ee

( oh net H' f. IItertuuer, uf ibe Thirty . igbtb Indiana,
' -mmer.ded tbe Ninth b> gad. In K-.igaenu e divelee
ut iMftf lout .«vhi« tm\ fi»»ni«ii4ff«

. eplain Mclkieetl, Aa»i-Unt Adpllant leene-al oh K"u»
» , a .laff received a wu n l early In th# Bgbt and f

li e-1 from ik# teld II" i« a y wag mu, of red nee# fb#n
teeuiy and "" 'd t: e -reel piwu >>og a tire »«»r#-

All the i#g uental eoeern drt"e of tlte regular o>igai*
w-re killed "V well. he. lb# r*g .ar brgada ee#W>«n

msM by ' '. -uel HI# ppird <d the ? ^niavuth u.'aairy
ft! (f *»«Jft I* »/*.

The de em and retreef "f 1-r .gM w og b»4 very ma
ton. y i.eog'4 eur I.. lb* »"« «" -.IMegtM te

lai, ad lb.I' p-ltir*. If "« el r^r.t «<« arrvwa Ihg
M ,rfre.e r d, frmerl mm lie-r '« tbe Ml to ghrrel
. . i. in « atde uf lb* oaf M il nee BPet e m u

b.ghee f'/rreg u> fall ba » until It eea ly re eeerly
par.'.el with II#' Murtr"euur'> pas aad low - '«»d«
creek on ite ftgi.1 to Ibee. raue' f ,bl <. it# left Th#
#.,#%./ 'e pifi w t0 acr-enm-": to th" feve. e I p irtcm
af O.r rlghi.kel, lying t.l . I" b.n H|.r jwwi
th# Iwe eyed ear* ,t**r The enemy rec-cet#r#g the
n e |«e 'Pet erd . ,nt to ku ' Its eeak*et p.t

gg toon #a the right weg h#' bweut ut y . Ub
I ba.1 to lie new pneuew. I «»~-r.n. n. r«4 ibg
Ml.g, >~ek te IM wkl poettWh, - * - Ibe ».»P
nrtnaatiiUi thl# It etU tw »een

. ey r#-e a a ef y e'r -ag f" t-ue, e is tt

ptnuk<«4 by eurame. e»d m b ' rear g '>: (
... h b, art re. IU Ih" eaauu f« ue by wnn.h te n

b i.ltlg eb#o, tr-e.g'1 Ihef del «M ere»leedi e..t "St,""i b- >y " *h ."*' M faveren e a. ib f

le^tte. fr-ei t»wt)i#tn, t-ig M(td tkmi

r%g was e»t an.# W drive kM, end fr«m d, eh»g
> a. .nity. Qeoeyal Mnewcyna# edrMeed, M fee
^ ta adraur#, er d h«-« Mer're«r" r

in# fight*#, we* ef aeeny tar e b re' dore
,, If.*-, 'he aateuty, a# If #erie9ed toel the rig01 wwM

, , ¦##. d te ndt.otage. ".eewtl le fre.tl Mat nl
, i l tM ge-,lre. Taw eeeaull I ki#*w IMte af r-nb.ng
. .¦ u.j oen kt^# edge .# I del nee w tn-eg H IM
- ft ¦ pe.re .. bav# 'e-» . l""P»r*l# toe, and the

# '. f P*e y e! ttef.ee ret r g H.t the
a, ...'.Mjeed# ard as.del Ih# figt ag f#c the lay

lair m d eM br-weref, cenet-wed f.g ea# I -tag .»
in* nigbi e.e a baautilel nwe, the mtm "hit. ag brightly

rite r-euH Of th" gay he* e*fandy been SI Timed op tn
tuet, egy ' t StekoiKte feed the datayag Manget-
y,,.»-#. « the *bl e.re g wowraged Md a htMag egg.lp« y I"ff*' 'M <d>t|f* Tne i .eceen
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