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Owmr Baitle ¥iecld Correspondence.
Munrnssssono, Tens, , Jan. 4, 3663,
) forwarded vyou o8 Mooday week an acoount of our
‘Operations ja front of Murfreeaboro up to thal date, the
Wat Jettor boing a0 intimation that Murfreesbord had
Poon evacusied, But the truth came oub soon afler the
had weli et io, and General Rosocrans waa gratified
find that he would mot have to pursue the enemy fur-
.A-,hﬂhlmmmhhwl-mummw
his army. A week hasm pasad since then, and
‘operationa have been gonductod snd five daya of
‘Sasporate warfare have slapsod. Tho story is Lo be retold,
1forward as hastily as possiiie the hislory of the
witleh Bavoe sinee elapsed. A campalgn, begun oo
‘Wednasday with a terrible disaster, has becn conducted
most admirably (o0 u succosslful termiuation. The rebaol
goveral hag bean driven [rom bis stroaghokd; hia army,
demoratised and broken, fed hastily from the fleld, leay-
g two thousand of biw dead unburied and tes (housatd
- of his woundod uncared for  The viclory s vomplete, sud
will reflect undy ing renown oo the woble commander aud
bis splendid army. If my former cowmunicatioos were
Fecelved the reader will notica at & glasco that thi= is but
Abe sequel Lo those letlers, na the greal viclory bas been
#eqool o Geperal Rosecrane’ ¢nergelic and scientific
Emovemdnia,

OPERATIONS 0N MOYDAY, DEC. 29.

The severs skirmishing of Saturdsy bad left ve In

-

&

Bridge. At night the pickets were thrown beyond to he
foot of the bridge, the artillery placed (0 commund (he
Bridge with enfiladiog fires, and the main body of Crit-
tenden’'s corps bivouacked near it. Up the creek, near the
upper ford, 'ay Negley, while on the exireme leit Vau
Clove ook care of ihe lower ford. Rousssai's division

‘¥

‘Wolingville road towards Murfreesbory by the Franklio
foad, runming pearly due west from Murfressboro, and
By which be could get upon the flank of the enemy.

and \brés milez #*

ad & half from ihe town of Mar,
The 1 00} porition waa ioon ascortaiiod, and it waa dis.
CO% etod What they were wilhin thoir uuter works of deo-
Tonce. Their right restod east of ihe Murfreesboro and
_Nashvillo plie, about two miles from the towu, and Lbelr
eft on tho road w0 Nolingville. Tocounoissances soon de.
welopod \hie, aod, forming his Hoe to suls, General Rose.
cran® on Tussday night restod within threo mike of what
8 now rocoguized as & great rebol sironghoid. The taak
Before biin becaimn revealed io all He imporiance, And be
saw and recogmized 1Lat be bad & dileuit labot w0 per.
form.

THE PAY BEFORE THE BATTLE.

ROMEORAWA T4RRE PORITION.

18 was not deatimed that Tuegday, the 30h of Decom®
ber, sbuuld he the day of the great confiet which for
nearly & wook had been impeudimg. The rebels had re-
tired to a pojut nearer the lown, and we held \be ridge.
The Geuking movemunt of MuCook, uncomploled, was
neithier puehod por abaudoned. The line rested nearly
the whole day e it bad rosted at nightfull on Musday
cecupying the ridge mut more than half s mile from tbe
enemy's right, but considerably further from its laft,
frittenden, with bia threo corps, bheld tho Murfreesboro
rosd, snd rested with his lefi oo Lytle's creek, not far
weel from the Jitle own of Jeffereonville, at the junc-
thon of tho creck and Blones river. Negley und Rouseenu,
of Thomas' ceutro corps, held tho right of this Moo, and
thet & break of nearly two miles was botwesn MeCook
and Thomas. I

Tild KEFEL LINN OF RATTLY.
The retirement of the rebels on Bunduy night lo ayold
the corsequences of McCnol 's muvemesl placed \bem in
[} b & more

twomiles of Murl) 0. The
morulng plaioly revealed thalr pesition, and our Hoo
was socommodated 0 i, Thelr right wing waas dis-
covered o be ported wo thal its right restod on the Le-
banon pike, cresmng the stream caMed Lytle's
creek and extonding west of the Nasbvilie pike. These
two important approsches were left to the guardianship
of Lieut ] I L Polk, and be had his
threo divieions posted as T bave described. The divisiona
areigned $o him ars thore of Cheatham, Breckiuridge and
Buckoer; but of these only that of Hreckinridge (ought
with him on this occasion, Indeed, from all thal ean
bo learned, i\ would soum that the corpe organization of
Bragg's army was pot maintaloed at all in this enguge
ment. On tho left of Pulk’s corps, snd lorming Lhe ceatre,
were tho three divisions of Lieut, Gon, E. Kirby Smith,
commanded rospectively by Generas Preston Smith,
MeCown aud Haioe, Hore the crgani:dwn was lost alwo,
and.Hains was ju the contre, while MeCown's place ou Lthe
laft of his corps was takes by Withers® division. On
Withers' Jeft, to form Hardee's corps, was McCown, €lal.
borpe aud Clicatham—the lattor baving the extrame lefl
and resting on the Jranklis and Murfreesboro road. 1
hare lald down in the map accopipanying this the posi-
Mons of the rebel aroiy sl sbown by reconnolssancon ne e
om Tussduy. 1 do vot lay claim toany great degree of
accuracy for the map; but it will serve L show sulllciont.
1y near the rebel poditious as 1o glve the reador a
clear idem of the operativne. In  an  eugegement
of the extent of the several which have ensucd, it would
be imposvible 10 give & map showing the topographic:)
features, and 1 Lavgyratber preferred 1o furnih sl
waps ehowlng the relativo positions at o broat times of
ihe dosperate tive days' conflict which bus ushered out
the oid aud heralded the lneamug of a bew year,
THE FTHLD OF BATTLE.

The district of country Iyiog between the two forces
ponted an | have described, and which wes destived to be.
coma the groat batile Geld of the West, is not sumly 1o he
described wopograpbically. It bas o pr charac”

OUR LINE A8 ESTABLISHED ON WEDMESDAY MORNING, DEC. 31. -

st pothing. Ob they cann miendilty, unrelentingly . pour
Ing thelr fires Wita our redrowiing oolumse.  Lbeir lios
was, throagh W all, alwir by preserved, and cor fire
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‘was dope by meving from Murfreesboro by the Fran! in
road, We know this much from robel priseters ind
papers, that foor divislons under Hardee uotusily moad
there durimg (he nignt, and we Muow frem bitter experi-
onco and terrible logs that ho attacked and sarprised our
right wing. Wo know oo Monday that \he facking
movement attempled by MeCook bad been discovered.
Tho taking of the heights by Negley and Palmer had
rayealed that. 16 Is now upparont that the rocunnolssd oo
of Tuaaday revealsd enough Lo sbe rebols to satle’y thom
that puch & movewmeal as thoy allorwards attempted
could be sucessafully prosecuted. Wil Bragg, to doter

mino appenrs o be Lo do, and the plan was (moosdiately
aated upon,  The four divieions making tbe attack moved |
uhder cover of the darkuers and the fog to our right, aud
At eight o'ciock commenead the battle by a mapld and
overwhdimiug attack,

MOO0R'E 1IYE OF BATTLE.

Johnson's diviglen wes  the  extreme  right of
the army, aud Jeff. . lavia' the centre.  FAut,
sulleipatiog an  carly otisck on Wedoosday
weneral MeCook bad  thrown  Johoon  around  so
thit he faced tho Franklin pike.  We wora thus prosent
mg 4o the road alloe of battie frout of twe divialons,

hold In & Meisae, and gnch & one as [ pever axpoet
t pec again in fhis werld. There la no laoguage
which  can  deseribe  the  grandear of  that
view. Two colmus deep, with a front of at jeast thres-
fourths of a unlle, the line tlerably preserved, sdvaneing
with great raplility, on came the whole rebol befl wing
the bayovets glistenlog in n bright son which had broken
through the thick fag. The dity of tho L

| Btrick me with foar for pur safaty, a8 the gight had illed

me with admiratin of ita grandeur. General Johoson
and his Brighde eominanders were using every offort 1o
get the troopa o line.  General J-hnson b pow boaned
or botug wdeocined, wod T hoar ridiouioos storist of hie
boing disgraved by Homecrans, who w reported haviog
torn biE atraps from bl shoulders S Lo was surpised,
B0 wern wo sil surprised and W ote s blamet, ook bigher
aid blama others. The diviniw Meers Jabored most
manfully o averd the mepending oeaster, but all w s la
valn, Mberdan's diewbn sitempied to make the moy o
ment which would ptace bim fronting tbe grem v, = 5oies
purpose wan now plainly visible. Dut be was too e
The ouemy's batterios epeoed gpon Jobos o asd Hovie

| before they oould form, sbid his afantry sooo aftor ba

came cngaged at short rasg, rnpddly sdeancing and pro-

Jefl. Davia' division, in the coutrs, Wuld nstaolly Tuce
cither way, to moot an sttack from tha road or oue made
parallet with . Sheridan fuced Murfreesbor:, but wae
w0 sltuatad that be could face, Ly 4 Y right balf wdisel for

wird,” the Frankiin pike. Johuson, by & left half wheel |

teristics, A rough sod ugly couniry, rolling slighuy
wilh bere and there s rocky bill, tho gray stones jutting
above tho eoll, and bobween which the groen cedars grew
|0 great oumbers. ‘Theso sedars wore very numetous fo-
geed, often growing o such clusiers aa Lo mark entire
divisions. In some Instances thess codare grew in swampy
plages; feolds of extensive proporticus, apd in an uscul-
tivaied state, and dotted with very few bulldings. The
roade aud othar landmarks tbhe resder can yaderstand
Botter from the map T send than by any elabarate dcacrip.
tiom 1 could give of «hem. The fold was on the table land
Iying in the peninaula formed by Lytie's and Etewart's
oreeks and Btones river,and covered an area of about

mo , could havo faced aboul so ae to rest his fank
on the Franklin road 1o repel an attack mada frum the
town.

THE MEDRLA' GRAND (HARGE,

The charge of Lho enemy was of the most rapid charsc-
ter. The alarm givea by the plokets bardly reached the
camp befora Lthevoemy was upon . The troeps, arouscn by
the slarm, had uot succesded (o getting luko line of baitle
befure the enemy made his appearauce in iovisenso foroe,
1 had messed the night previous with a buttery captain i
Johnson's division, and st the alarm ran with him to
mwount. Hers, for the Uret Lime, I got & guod view of the
advancing columps of the eusmy. The aight was moat

paring for & charge of bagousis. Geoorss huk snd
Willieh gut thelr brigades i tolerable line, Lut the

| brigndos of General Davie were pol s fortunste.  Colenel

Parrott, of the Fiest Obic, Colvnel Naldwin, of the Sigih
Indiapa, and Colonel Dudgn, of Wie Thisteth Todianar
moved into llee with surprisiog rapsdity, esch ofliger
exorting himsoll with groat onergy. Ompumion adgarton,
af tho Fifth (K) Obio battery , and Goods eel, of the Firat
(A) Oblo battery, acting with Kirk and Wilkich, wore
pumtod well, bul mowt ubfortusately for us tielr horees
were some ditience away at water. Thelr few romalulog
mon rmanned the gurs asd opensd upon e sdvareing
foa with grape and schrapuel. But the desuliory fire of
Lhe incomp/cied line and Lhe lnsuflicient fre o oar arilde.
£y 4 0ol serve Lo even waver the rebel lino much leas to
repules I, It pover wavered, bul proceaded on with a
dariog determination and vigor it a useloas L us 10 deny
Al this time. Joboson's Fifth divielon was broken aod

magnifernl—a sight ome seldem has the forlune Lol

fled o the rear, abandoning the artlilery they were o

three by six miles. Our line when d must
bave been at leaxt four miles In lemgth. It was & day's
tedious, diMcult and dangerous bor 1o ride from the ex-
tremes of the right and lefl wingn, snd ofian | was forced,
while making inqoiries for pames snd facls, W0 Oocupy
portions of the night, which, however, could not be occu.
pled in sloaping, ns the Lroops were wiLl ul tsnis, bed or
bedding, tholr blankels and the cold, frosty aod damp
ground being their bed and clothing.
TEE CALM MEFORN TRE FIORM.

The ‘“day befors the battle" was net lo this iostance
au uoruffied “'calm bofore tho sorta.’”’ Thers were sarly
in the morning ®heard omioous multerings of artillory
which tbhreatened an early storm of baitie, and in the
afteruoon It broko oul eo the left and centre. The rebels
bad no disposition 1o o4 us quietly take our positions, but

,

Jeader.
TAKING THE MRIGTTS,
Monday dawned, and H R dered the
to be made. Palmer's Fourth div:jca acd Ne

‘s Eighth divielon wore chosen o cpen the battie
which ibe day before bad appesrsd probabin, Paimer
erossed (he bridge and formed bis | e of battlo Bey od
Bhe creek and on eithor pido of the rosd. Negley, at Lhe
wupper ford, croased a4 Lbe same time and furmed on hix
Fight. Supports were ordered across Lhe stream, and u!)
‘wan (o roadiness for the order W0 move forward and take

|

e heighta.
The heights beyond Blowart's or Lytle's cresk are not
15 app o whon by gl ng

Dayonels io the bands of desperste men--a rough. uot
eraggy ridge, with & plaio sod'not steop asscnt, they ron
inle a rolling conntry of woude aud open Qalds,
| wilh groves of codar. There are un imolated peaks,
‘which In sn engagement would prove important to an
army. The dificulty was to reach the belghta: and Gene-
* wal Rosocrans, io thos throwing bis centre forward toat-
this wtrong position, suppoeed 1o be sirougiy hold,
atiempiing what fow of our geurrale have hul the
wourage 0 do with volunteer traope, Put b expresssd
Bimeell coufdont of the valor and dash of his tron«, and
rmlluﬁnhﬂhﬂ would fuil. It was with full falth
§i the succass of the under taking Wt Be ordered the wd.
'l“ﬂd'l‘ﬂ“m Noglay.
Tha men of Negley had joux heen pout up 1o Nashville,
‘wnd Whey did pot soed Lthe (0w encoursging words which
Wholr gallant commande: spoko 1o then  They were few,
Dbut signifoant .~ togeral Roeecraus wanis teao bills,
! Boys, and we are L take Wem,”  Palmor, ke Negley
Pell invigorated by biaving an opeu Geid and (i play
botors him. Hs divislon—that which impaisive
bad Jed WBrough Scidoh, snd gallent Smide s
mﬂh—mm ol to be Lokd thet the work bil Lo
e done.  But at the commanid boths div igione, thelr =yl
V) miahers bandsomely deploy ing, moved rapidiy forward
In Negley'n divinion, the Ninetseoth (lieos, Cobugel
Beott, nctod e skiruishere, and behaved most g loutly
Tho reaintance wad wenk., Tho ABOmY'S |0 was Wk,
and (he aaraait dd Bot require wany misates to finsh |
oo goilant divinions went ¥) tha top sl dieoared i
Ao wain body of (he ouemy bad reswred. This retrest
tiarl bown pated by 6 I B N
M feoit o mank the flanking movemaut of MoCnok = corpe
Ho bad baen Baard W0 say thal he intended gotting thw
force on thalr flank, or furce hem to fall back aad yi id
bim peaceable possetsion of (ha sireats and the heights
Tthat commanded 1L The lalter rewalt hal been ac
tomplisued  for Talmer and Nagloy took (bem wiill gae
e rob:ls hod falles back and presentod & line frogling
both McCook sod the isio ermy on the Murfreesbory
road,
The facking mrvomenl of Mook earried Bim far 1o Uhe
Plght and 4o the weat of Murfroesboro, sbout Nve miles on
Wb roag ronning wast to Lhe Nollseviile rosd, When 1t
¢ wnn knows that the movowment had been discovered,
Booaral Mook @yas halisd and reeied in camp aboyt
Byve mides from Whe town and sboul Whrea [rom We right
of Who canire.  AMbough &bl moreneal Uuakly etrded dis.
Wirousiy o Molook , it iw ort genersly atirinuled te say
:--ihm Bl that his frest divirion wan
0o ona pratends 1o doubt, sod that it was & ler.
Fible reverss to our arms I8 squally sdmisalils by sil
1n thess positions Lhe Lroops reslen &t pight, Lhe male
DIy socupyiog \be beighte cae-ball mie from the creek

; L 4

P the of Crimenton lo rest bis lefl on
the river. The pickel firing was continuous, and often
the mound of this rapid bul desuliory shooting would
break out into a deep, terrible roar of y, oo
hearing which the moen of the partof the line not en-
gaged looked sorions sod resolute. The artillery on both
vides in the afternoon becama quite botly engaged, and
ab tioes the supporiiog iufaotry would becoms warmly
engaged. Bul peither of the o mmanding gewarals pro-
posed 'o begio a fight late in ibe day, and by cemmon
cutipent both (urces wero kept io restralot. Fot each and
Al KBew that on the morrow eame (he coufliot, and each
and evory man jrepared for 1.

¢ THE CREAT BAITLE OF WEDNESDAY.

WHY WHN WERE SURPRIERD,

The live of baitle arrapged by Geoueral Rosecrans ox
sted ou Wednosday morning aa it hed laln on Tuesday
night, but et elght o'clock on Wedneeday the rebels at.
tacked the right, and that los very soun became
ebanged.  Evoryiting had been quiet up to Lhat bour
All aloug their liue tio rebels had sines moroing preserved
au vinieous silooce. Ou ourfpart, st loast upon the right
wing, op to the bour of attack, ] saw no preparstien for
an advapoe of assault upon [the esemy. The diferent
divinion and brgade commanders Lad oot yet salliod
forth for the busioess of the duy, bub remalued kounging
about tho few sheiter tents which they had takon song
‘or besdquarters  There was pot that activity sad
auxioly which ls apparest 1o camp when danger in ap
preliendsd, bor those cool, calin, buk hurried preparatong
toresist, when |4 s kuown, by the picket's alarm, st
the sueiey 8 advancingy. At A esrly bBour i the more
g | bad soen the battery furnmoes and the wuitbe st
work shooios the animals, o the cavairy camp I bad
notived the umaal quisiness of long eeiablisbed oviape
The ulactey , who bad slept on their srms ali the Bigit
wefore, had apprreutly no spprehenmions of dauger, hut
B RO chiakted and Isoghed whils driokicg Uoir et
coffer mod moucbiug their hard bread.  The  owre.
epsrnse  dimplayed  hore  mmung be  ranks, and
which was oatural 19 shem  woader the clrcum:
slances, war also evitesd 0 an alarming eviont
by many of lheir officers, | have been told by mosl
envoellont muilipeily et unusus] chre was taken at an
eurly bhoar off e mirniog to avoid & surprise if the
enemy shouid cake an sitack, Bol s no aiteck was
paade ab an sarly hour thin commsendable caution appenr,
o Live been pudden'y abandoned ; fur certainly pone o
ibe activity on the part of (he cificors necessary o &
presecvation of tie live which had bess formed early in
the day wan visible & few oodnents before Lhe sitack
was mads by the rebetr.  All precaviiog® peam o have
beety abandoned | and the canp bad Lhe sppearssos f ene
enialliahiad (ar away from ihe vicinity of au enemy. We
did pot deeam of danger, or, If e commavding general
did, o trestod Le warnlug w ki biie ons,

WOTING OF GUR FLANK

e wun was late in daperning and putling to rout the
heavy fog which lay upon the fuce of ibe country en
Wedne sdny It bind served ' rua & the move.
meuts of the , whatever they wy b roen, and
by Which they had golsmm compielely ujen our (igat
fank.  Their movements had been moet skiifoly aod
secrelly conducted, and, until he chone W0 altack, 5o one
knew of the cuemy's presence hare. What Lis mois
menis #ere (o gals thin poaiton, it 6 eary for one sequait
ol @il the rosds o imagive, The reader who snsmioes

the map o coapeciion wib thin will discorer (bat 1t

OUR POSITION WEDNESDAY NIGHT AFTER DEFEAT OF OUR RIGHT WING.
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bave supported. The men wers shol down st their guus,
And tie last waen of Capt Bdgarton he had (ailen seross
W wun be had jost fired, dying, ss he Lad [ived, & noble
soltior and gemtieman . Goodepesd lost hiw entire batlory |
and Capt Buah, of the Fourth Indians batiery , afier hay
ing ‘ost thirty-oight i kttled and wouaded, succesded
In taking of wwo of hin sz guos  This was
deie only by the most superbiuman eforta o the |
part of Whe supporiing luiaotry reglments of Paerrott and

lerry.

Tho diviston of Jeff, C. Nuvin waa sirucy almest simul
vimeoualy with that of Jolinson, and in (the same way
The line of the suamy was graater in lenglh than gonn,
and conalderab'y ocoriapped that of Dwevie, extending
arousd Bie lefl and (hoeataning Sherddea.  Hiv e, ke
that of Jobuson, wan tmperiectly formed  Carclin « Wi
e, cousisting of the Twenty-Sret Hlinoks, Thirty eighth
Nilote, Fifiesoih Wisoaein aod Oue Huodred aad ko
Onl o, supporting Captain W. A, hetehkim Second Misse .
pota battery, had & good poaifion on o [0Le cmines e atd
endeavursd to play Lhe progrees of Lhe rebel contre il
though Carlin, with all ibe snargy o Lis loopuleive pa |
ture, pushed his men forward te the Bghi, they  but &
brigade stromg, ooald pot bog staud the Lerr e seesall
mads uprn them by four dividous of the rebsl srmy
Tue brigades of Woodruff aad eat in vain trisd o hold
Uaoir own.  The rebele st-uck them, aod, (ke Johosos,
Davis wae crushod, overpowsred and broker  Tha batle
ries of Hotohkien and the Fifth Wiscoonin  Caplals O F.
Pinney) and Kighth Wisconela (Csptain [1 4. Carjeater)
were overran ad esjlored. Captaios Cerpester and

Finsey were hilled i Weir gune, asd mi ibair pleces

0

RN
®E MURFREESBOR

taken,
and First Ohlo are gt e pleoes . And re sriocod 0 one el
thel: osa (0 pr&noers s vory g rest Il 0oae e
the vounded &re numeroms, sod e 1 '
wing of cur army will eount up very ey
her wa haver comp etad hs movem.os ¥
Vitgs o Line o bof't, bt wan #teonk befare o
om bed, Ha exarted Bimeel! wikls despers.e
kb o v Thamon whe had feaght st 1'e
| nd pot sltered now Oed, ool lises »
sruyed, [he new 1rm pe wamarinled Wil o
oo Lime peived with & po @, bul e s 'n -
Brokes L vear of Qs ithare [T ™
Whia oo i ware whe lakosp gl ( a (1 [
prorted boied wnd arneLl  wogn s - or
mandh g one of 1he twe bripnde of ' ’
kbl Wi mrglog e e i@ arld s gt (8 "
him deail Heay have Pageed Lo merinry |- .
ez aie | woal e wew Peginno o te e ral B
vaim ot emjied o Masd De geund The
I diviemes bnd gouw, bl can wie i a's »
Patsar  H& Lotine] a8 qaikly ne emeih o -
pear of [avie and, ot O dere from G ™
e bitd bos el on wtitll (i vibhers ey
the roor and sdeanced & his sop ort Ty .
Pemmted, bul all was lo waln, snd, e e bevn, ki

divisbon 1olresbed
RalLr v
Jotmaon & 4 feris had meantime forme o the roar
and atter e Lo Blay Ve onward progress | Lhe rebes
Put withes poMetent mrifliory thh - ol v 0B oad agehi
ey ware routed I BMRmed & U e (0LE e wavarsd

The Twenty.Grat lllinods and the Gre Hlusdend

d 1o have ne efivet upon b, though \here & Do
doubs that they pu ered imion: ely in killed and wound-
od Ocr main ke was in prissers, who were lakes n
Ahiw prireal.
Thos for two  miles was the right wing driven over
el 'n and threugh woods, panived rapldly by iha rebe!
enlnmne. General doluok had reported 1o Genersl Hose
cruna hin npforiouaie condition, and tiad beon ardered o
bobd bis ground an long ss possible, and 1o rotreat, ip
foroed back, fo as Lo Linge o the right of the contra, on
b beleha of Stowart's cresk. Gousral Mook on-
deavored fsltbiully 10 oboy. His mou made more than
buman efforts (o siay Lhe sdvanchg soemy, bul all in
vain, With n broken column It was impossibio wo raliy
and  relorm wn & whele, most of hie artillery
eaptuied and W wwe by e apemy, ubable to
(it maore than & divieln Boo of  bagthk, the
& ort 1o slay (bem was 0 valn, and General Metis k
evuld only obey the arder whick requi;ed bim 1o full ba k
I o b n manner 08 10 form G thi right of Thowes' ea
tre eol o, Restsiones wis by po weans abondensd:
When (oremd to reilre tho divicons wouold torm o rear of
esch othor . and thus Uime was cocopied in deisying 1he
atluck op oor eontre, if not betler occapled W adding
tarribly to the Ik of their kilhd and wounded. [ think
What at thin tine we had somod welve or fiiteen gune at
work; tut they would aniimber wod dro but & few shots
Statime. Twice the rohel centre was divven back by
Johunou wtd Davin, but e rghe and lefy contineed o
Blvunes, elowing in upan wur toen untll tiey were again
foroed by the terrible antiading firn 10 fal) back.

Do pob imagive wBat durmy this whole retreat wo were
engaged i A dwgracelul ront which npothing conid stay
Adrer raliying in ihe resr of sheridan, Davis sod Jobin:

o Toalnisined their e, end whem  foroed o
(all  back asgaln dd w0 n gowd  oraer, and
apnin jormed ab  the fret good  pomiticn, aod o

the while advancing steadlly forward and to our right,
ereountering oue divislen alter apother, sl invarisbly
disjerning . But we Joat uo artiilery after the drst
speani.  Our men threw away Lo weapons, an thiey bed
wove al tho first, but all Btrove, slce they were driven,
to wuke the retrest a credit (o Wemselves. The public,
who will condemn Gen. MoCook for the surpsise of that
diy, munt do him the credis o recognize that e copd.ct-
od that ret with and skill  That
bo had alluwod himesll w be sorprised s o charge as
true om it is gerious; bul do not accuke \be commander of
want of courage or rkill, Few arisien of the nombor o
hia could have stood againnt & chisrge do swoeping aud
AW an wan that of tbn sobole.  And Lo extenuabion of
Bir eriminal neglees it iw ouly Just (o say that hia offoris
b rally his columus wore shose of & bravoe apsd sakilfug
olllcer

WAT MRAGG PROVOSED WY THIN ARRATLT.

Tho enemy overlapped Lhe loft of MeUouk onoridorably,
and 1t wns suppossl thay Be was inlending W attempt to
cut bim off [rom the rect of the army. [ut jLdoes nit
now & poar that such was the purpose,  After the retreat
Begrn It wan siih sitemspied Lo turn the right Bank. Thie
&, peary to have boen the cool determinstion of lragy and
she preat featuro of Le plan of agtack ; but it fulied, and
BL o lerribie et to bim.

HOMBCHKANS UNARLE 70 SEND HELP

Meo woudered why no belp enma to them; but Mo
ok Wil Weid Lo expect Bo tioops o be advasced
tohowwid, Genersl Honesrans wlla too wise wna too well
aware of the danger of advanciog refulorcementa from
Bim et or eentre wo mid MoOook . His Loft sud eentre bad
Lok beon enpaged durmg the Dght on  the right. The
encny ey uotheir frout within slebt, sl almosd within
heariug. He koew that they were ansiounly walchiog
Lie movements and watchiog to see which partof his
line would be weakened. If any partof it bad boen
woskouad thoy would have attacked it, aud, If '
would und ubledly bave destroyed ge  But, though he
did wot send MeCouk n L Geueral R
employed himeell in so prepariog tom lise sa o sid Me-
Covk 1o get mafely on his right, Ml pregarsiicus were to
balt whin euemy on Liw defestod right withoul ezposing
bin et snd contro W inmiueol dunger,

o A REULIANT MANGKC YRR, ¥

For thin purpese Geueral Rosecrans massed bis art diery
and his troops on Lthe pesillon occupled by Lis eetitre,
Thls movemont i wue, | im widd, a8 hazardous sod difti
Gult s oy otber miiiary aver piad,
and regniar oficers say hat thie Teal displaysd & be
gemics of General Hosvcrana eveo more (an did bis
Coruth manoruvro of allewing his centre to be broken.
Gienerals Vin (Neve and Wood , un the left , ware moved to
the right of the Murfressboro road. Genorals Negley
sud Rousseau were advaoced s Hitle, The artillery was
marsed and brought to boar on the probabile polnt of as.
wanit on the rebel left, aod (ke prey ks ware Duinbied
Mast of Lhese m were by
wdas forests and wheo the robels asasulted the positin
it wam u most terribie surprice to them. Thus propared,
wbobe propar moment the cenfro was slvanced & fow
hiudied yards, wnd eoon after the cnemy ajpeared in

1 ferce, pursilng the right wing

FRGLET AND RUUWRAT TO THE KESCUR

Negley's dis ron bad the advance of U eonire order
od forward un n decny, sod el the long wisbed for eom
mand 0 mwove Lie twe little brigade moved forward to
preet e advanclog enenny, followed clossly by the
matmmoth divisious of Houssesu, Negley, who for
peurly twalve moutha hed chated for the sooasim, was
Ju meoet magnificont spirte, snd bmparted ‘hem o his
men by bis (oo exgrrore of bis pereon and the eool
wess of bie Bechom.  There had besis for months 5 slur on
Wi and bim divieion.  Thes hod bees caled militia men
under & wolitia @ueral.  Of Roussosu the same had boer
Bald by men ukdor regilar oficers. Tt was imgnseiiie 1o
resirain the mem of thesn bwu divielos a8 ey moved
furward to protect Motook s retreating forves, aad they
pnroasically oried out with a will o thewm,  Hegulars
ougbt not W orun ' Muditis, 10 e reec el sk sthier
phrases which bave slice beoome canl smong them
Nuglog, havisg deploye! thn Nivetesuth oo o, Cokonel
Feoty, as shirmebers, sdyvarond rapidly, e fond bim
sel cutering @ large cedar grove asddbe enemy upon
bim He mealed Cuolooel Miller's brigsde n
the grove, wih Captams schbuite amd Nell's bat
beries, aud  with  Fusuiey's  brigade o sdvasos
moved o the fvid @ bie front. The susmy came
forward, with wad cheein, apon (e e brigade of Flas
ley  Nogiey rdared ol retive slowly, and the Lrigede
woam i visg W the rear ander fre, when the §ightesnt)
Clbs wanm aelpad with o panw aod Ded from the Beid  Ba
e reat of e hirigada Potired ae Negey had or lared, 1o
god urder. The rebes, uuscspeciing e ruse, dealed
forward, and Miler's Lrignde ana Negley o tao balter e
epmoed upon ten wilh o teprille crow Gre thil tmowsd
thewn down, aod (or the Geet Lime ibat day the rebeis
ot 1 was only (or & @oment, asd Wiem agelu
ey Qe il lurwand

wavernd

In the moantime iLoissanu had gotten p on the right
of hegley.  Blaro westlor. a8 sl Peroyvilie, was behind I
Band. Tbo reg le » cutne 4 ou the @ st the moment
of Whe daals m do By e relie plabt of eft wicg on Ne
gy, Towy dached i toe o e spase Golween Seg oy
aod ibs regulars, 1ot few o dhen #7er gl el again

{ The gombitwd fiee of No_loy and (he regu lrove iber
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Mko masper would Eheridan retire, tho eoemy all |

the arilllery suddeuly concnd and the m nketry became
slient.  Geu, Hoseersus, Laying preserved hin right wing,
rocalled Nogley and Boue wit.  An impressive lull folkow-
ed, und by poon of Wedusslay the fret act of tho bhody
drama was snded.

THE KITENT OF OUN DiNARTER.

The contest had beag & 86F1 it une for us, We had been
driven sl least two and & half or Whres mudea. (hir wound
od and dead were laft, with many priwners, in the hacds
of the esrmy. Thirty pleces of artillery wers Laben
by the euemy ,and had boes put 10 pliy weu un. The
monr, weary and dispirited—many without aris apd na-
COuLremen! B Wore Dow dravi up i Lboe—lnes ey ibly
thluned by the losses wo bad sustaliod, (o Davis’ diyi-
®in we had jost Ip many reglinents st bast one baif 1n
prisotern, 1 was told by ofcers of the Tweniy.fnh
Nidm i that ot lems thap threo hundred of their namber
had been taken by the snemy, many of (hem vomnided
They did vot bk they baa many Kilbad. The Tweuty
Drmt Jilinoks, Colopel J. W. B, Alegandor, roports almosi
ihe wage facts, and | am corialn Gl our bowes i e
retret wore muinly of wounded and prisoners.  The Uti,
German roglment ,of Colonel St reporis & ke of one
hundied and thirky-Ave o Killed, wounded and  mossiog.
Ttomumt it Lo thongbs Lhat our resbetance mort Bave, o
oS oo of the fow dead reported, best woak and au-
woriiy of ue; bt diough i did pot ropulse Lhe sucmy, B
was a¢ gallanl ek ever was made agalost Larice helr
number, . -

A LULL 1N TUR WATTLE,

Daring the lull which followed the It assauli st poon
I pacscd along McCosk's line and learsed many items of
Bterest of the engagement.  Tho men were diapirited,
very wiuch wo, snd looked upon their pout as nol only dis,
gracaful Lo them, but disssirous (o We while nrmy.  The
wii earanee of Hosscrans, looking like Use best m\ L

spiritn Along the winje lie there waa A culcry
ofll vem
WL e i oilicors.”' lmprecitjoas were heapsd upen
vin Lieads of McUook and of Johneos,  Tha men were mos®
Pitilens critis, and felt thore was o wisiing under suoh
officern as they lind.  Tho eprat du corps of the right wiog
appeared tome 10 bo gots,
EPImD AL

Cajtain Blgarton wa mortuly wounded while serying
aLonie of Bim gune, snd lds body 001 acroes the gun, hi®
right arm thrown around L. He was the reaking cap-
tain of the Ollo artillery | and comuanded latlery E, He
wan L very bigh and excelloul eatesm amogy Lo officers
Wikh whom be wes asoociuted.

Lio wuant Colonsl Borry, of the Filbh Eentocky, wes
woutdod whide lssding bis men forward L) furm the se”
capel e, Ho did not leave the Gedd,  This reguneot has
Fuflered weveccly. Amoag the Killed (amouating b about
elkbty Killed and wounded | are tiree offioers o mutdiog
comm o atdd three Oeld officorm,

Gen, Kirk scted in the wost gallan: manter Mo rode
o W Fdgarton's battery stk the Captain by the hand
aod sald & fow words of commendation W bim.  As he
tirned sway sod was urging bis men G loe e wes
dtpcck by o sbiob in tho wldo and carcied from tee fed
Ll brigudo wan cut 1o pleces o e Tew mowents, hus fought
wdtuk ably  H losses are hoavy. 1he feventy sevonih
Fenosylvania, Col. Stumbaugh, lost over one huodred
killed, wonuded and prisoners, the |isutenant © Lol P
W Hoimsn, boing among the killed.  The Beyenty ootk
Hinow, Colonel 8, P, lead, lost poveuty-oight n kileds
wonded and missing. Uolovel [leaa fell at ibs hosd of
Lim regiment. The loss of oflosrs |8 very haavy i thie
brigade. The Thirty-fourth Ilioots, Kirk's old  roglimeat,

ot migty woven in wll. Among the oflcars Gve ware
wousded aud Uns CRPLLLL In Mg,
URNERAL AUGEST WILLiCH.

Tlia men say that Geseral Willich was not s ilied.  They
roprenent that Lo was lerribly wu nded by the frag
meat of & sbell, and all uniio in thinking that 't most
prove mortal. Fla loss is & torrible one w e army, sy
Lig well known ability an o commuader bas sbhown T
brigado on his fall wae commanded by Calonel W. 11 Gib.
non, of e Forty-uinth Ok lufantry, who mansged W
wostadmirably. The losa hers of oMeers i terrible to
contemplate, L the Foriy.oluh Obio, which ket twesty
Killed wpd forty woubded, e Lisuteuapt Cokmal was
killed nnd Major dod p ly, snd, b hose,
uot Jeas Whan eight of the e company commsnding
officers. The Fighty-nisth [lisols, & new regiment ju
i the fold, and compesed of the Clilcage rabirosd men
ot wizty fAive killed, wousded snd prisocers. All it
fold ofticars are kibod or wounded— Major Flall wightly
wnld Adjutant E. F. Bishop very seversly, aad Licutenant
Colonol Hotchiies kifled. The Fifleenlh Oblo foal very
wovarnly  rud anong the ofigors tn tie Livtenant Celenels
Frunk Asken. The Thirty uinth Indians, Cobonel Harrien '
lomt ope hundred sud sz kiled, wounde ! and nieslag.

The Heyveuty-fourts llinols, Culonel James Marb, of
Davie divaion, Post’s brigade, 1a reportad Lo lave be
bavod very badly, und (o have fed o o paakc far Lo Lhe

rear. A new regiment 0 Carlin's brigade, of the same
Cue Hapdred and First Ghio, lougit spendidly sod st &
iary - tumber

There wero bul twe of Blerkian's bripades o ths Gght,
Viat o Colooel [anwl Mook baviog boen loli af Naab
ville. teeneral Bill eommanda i the Thirty.ufth and Colwnel
Gorrusel U Thirty s« venth
Vet ol Sl wan Killed instactly by 8 bullet through hin
feit eye. M fell do the frost f B eommand, and hie
body wan lefl oo the Gald, Wil weas oo of We besd e
In the serycom, aned Lie place wili be with diliculty 0lled
it letber part of Lln morning (s fgliimg 1 Mone
moma s aud Negay's divisions was ot tare bla ot of
Thees genoral bebavod o 0 the greatest Fnllaniry snd
ihey are looked doou o tee Lo of the day. Jn Ne

glay v divion, of Vee o igeien @ oo raghly eaks
mated wt v tod bl aed w i There are a0
miimming . Toe vy sigh o Feunsyivous oo one e
ared and 60y willed sod woutidod. Tos (won, ret M
bt twonly Kidod aod Bivy wound g T

I Housesnu's diyimnm Lae boas o growts - e
Inr Drigmde, | am bokd, 0 wil resch over o Wbousasd

The Thirty eghth lndians compaten (18 kot al one Lun
drod sid Wiy, and vilers are reporied i ke pooporien.
Colonsl Destty, Third Ohty, rommendiog b yeul-eni
brigede, bl two horess sbot aoder bim. e bebaied
® ik L grostest geleotey atod onolnees.
tulonal Beig ¥, perthaer of (he Thirty cighith Indiase,
commanded Uhe Nk brogade  In Roogesad's divislea
e bave st paven reg) Lal comrianders
Captmin Molowell, Aakictent Adputant Genes sl on Fous
v w otall, recaived & wound early in the fighs
tirnd froem ibe lakd. He s & young mas, of pol more thas
taonly and e of the seet pronginiag ta Lhe seryee
Al Ll peg i bental eomnatde s of e reguisr brigade
wors Lol - 08, The reguiar brigats was som
mandod by *alouel Blegpar ] of (he Eightseuth afasiey
oL CFasun I8 U8 BB
The da’sal ac i redrest of Loe rght waag had very me
toclaiy changed our Dee  The Iofl asd csairs sbill re
tatned thelr position, Iy og el right soges scroes Lhe
M oafime poond, Tromm oboss piver o e el 10 slegl

| mand o

amiteilis shbe of the raad. Dy wow NMotool's men
B benn foreed o Pall back untidl i wes lping searly
paralinl with the Mariorenoors plie, abd from Sewsls
erowl cn e right 0 Besrsas’ right on W lofl. The
ot e el wan astiunmodated bo U Fee e | -
of var vighe, sed, lyleg Bl & few hum  of Jor s apari
vy el mack wer  The eusmy recooi.
st 4o Badt e weske
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b Dgbling was of wewriy threm b ooore dars
§ o Jhen ibe geemy , 80 i estiefed thal e right sonld

e sebuid W el onlage, massed w froal amid el
§oomed Ui otrs,  This ssaclt | ksow [HLe of pelling
st of @y own inos oige sl il vt wisns . The
. tappmare b Lave besn & demparale e, and e
& v Wore tarr iy penwhel befors retiviag. Hal A
to e s o peale Al miet the Bgting ler il lay
Up o moght bowmever, csnesdiog s gdeg o
L wighh mad a bracill g) ume, tha mosn shun ag brighily.

Thw om it of (e day has matondy boet sommed ap W

Lae b aile Fiiome wi now feed Whie delayed acogol
Tie mes o the cighl were ducturnged  and o h-u- o
e p oueetapreal the folite Armp The Snestee

CONTINUED ON KiONTH PAOR.

most bopeful peneral alive, did not suliion o rowive thelr

Tl men snid, vaprantingly,  Wa'll fighs i Uhag



