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THK SITUATION.
The State documents which we publish to-day

relative to the question of French mediation are
about the most important features in the war
news. The correspondence between Mr. Seward
and Mr. Dayton upon this question is worthy of
the most crtrcl'ul study of our rcsders. Mr. Sewsrd
firmly and emphatically disposes of the views ex¬

pressed by M. Drouyn de Lhuys with regard to the
position of the two sections of tho country, the
intentions of the government of the United States,
and the prospects of the insnrgent leaders.
The movement to settle the present difficulties

by a convention of representatives from the free
States is progressing in the West. Tho Illinois
Legislature has appointed a committee to confer
with those of Indiana, Kentucky and other
States, at Louisville, in tho month of tyarch,
the foremtrei man in that committee be¬
ing a strong mllicreut of Mr. Lincoln, and
heretofore a sUonoh republican. Mr. Logan,
the gentleman in question, it appenrs, took
a prominent part in the November election,
by urging all his friends to vote the democratic
ticket, in order to save the country. Many other
eminent politicians of rcpuhlionti proclivities have
been appointed on the same committee. The
measure was opposed, but in vnbi, l>y the aboli¬
tionists lu the Legislature. It is expected that
the States of Ohio, New Jersey, Pennsylvania and
New York will combine in this movement.
We publ.ch to-day the official account to the

rebel government of Commodore Ingrnham, de¬

scribing the late attempt to open the blockade at
Charleston.
IUports as to tho whereabouts of the Alabama

continue to arrive. Captain Martin, of the Ham¬
burg bark Maria Sophia, which came into thla

port yest* i day, reports having been boarded on

February 2, in latitude 26 3f>, longitude 67 48, by a

screw steamer, rigged as a bark, painted black, bot¬
tom red. On approachiug she hoisted a flag,
which he could not make out; but afterwards
changed it, displaying the American flag. The
sWnwr had all her canvass set, including stud-
dingasds, and was also under steam. She had
on# amoks sia< k, whh.h was quite low. The above
steamer was without doubt the Confederate
Steamer Alabama, as th« description answers her
appearance in every particular. Upen learning
ths nationality ol the Hamburg bark, the Alabama
hasteood of.
Ths steamship Arago, from Port Royal, B. C.,

February 9, arrived at this port yesterday morn¬

ing. The news by this arrival is interesting. The
Monitor battery Weohawkn, Captain Rogers,
from Fortress Monroe, arrivod ad Port Royal bar-
bor oa the 6th inst. in tow of the United Slates
gunboat Ladona. The passage was made under
great difficulties, the weather being quite tempes¬
tuous. a full account of the voyage will bo found
In qur Port Royal correspondence. Major General
Hunter has leaned an order ordering the conscrip¬
tion of all able bodied negroes within the line* of
his department.
The remains of the late U*ptain A. J. Clifton, of

the United States gunboat John Adams, arrived in
the Arago. His boat carried s portion of the
troops belonging to Colonel Higgiusotr* late ex.

pedition to Florida. While ascending the St.
Mary's rivet Captain Ciifton, standing at his pn«t
ni*sr ths pilot honse, was killed instantly by n

I'd."- ball fired by a ri^jJ bqahwhackor from the
t '"fid., ekvft.

CONGRESS
In the fteuate yesterday, the bill providing a

national currency wm pawed by a vote of twenty-
three yeas to twenty-one nays. The bill granting
pecuniar) aid to Miaaouri in emancipating the
slaves of that State was passed by a vote of
twenty-three against eighteen. A message was
received from the President, in response to a reso¬
lution of the Senate, transmitting a report from
the Secretary of State, with the correspondence
and papers concerning mediatiou or arbitration
on the part of the French government. These
important documents are published in to-day's
Hbkam>. The President wet requested to commu¬
nicate to the Senate any information he may bare
regarding the employment of negroes by the
French ermy in Mexico. Resolutions of the Penn¬
sylvania Legislature in favor of repealing the doty
on printing paper were presented. The bill pro¬
viding for an assistant collector of the customs,
to reside at Jersey Oity, was passed. The bill to
increase the number of major and brigadier gene¬
rals was taken up, and a motion made to limit the
inereasc to twenty major and fifty brigadier gene¬
rals was adopted, and the bill was passed.

In the House of Representatives, the bill provid¬
ing a temporary government for the Territory of
Montana was tqken up. A motion to strike out the
proviso prohibiting slavery in the Territory was
rejected.Sit against 1H5- and the bill passed.
Montana is contiguous to the Stats of Oregon and
Washington Territory. The Senate'B amendments
to tlie bill for the relief of sufferers by Indian out¬
rages in Minnesota wore concurred in. Resolu¬
tions of the New York Assembly, recommending a
reduction of the dnty on imported printing paper,
were presented. The consideration of the bill in¬
demnifying the President for arrests made under
the suspension of the writ of habeas corpus was

postponed till Tuesday next. In Committee of the
Whole the Naval Appropriation bill was laid aside
to be reported to the House. The bill making ap¬
propriations for fortifications was then taken up,
and the sum of 9200,000 for the defences of Wash¬
ington agreed to. The committee rose, the bill
was passed by the House and the House ad¬
journed.

THE LEGISLATURE.
In the 8tate Senate yesterday favorable reports

were made on the bills to appropriate the pro¬
ceeds of State tax for the support of the public
schools and to authorise the payment of the inte¬
rest on canst drafts protested for non-payment.
Bills relative to owr city railroads and to make
pro* isions for the transportation of passengers
and freight from and to different points in this city
were introduced. A large portion Of the day's
session was consumed over the general Bounty
bill.

In the Assembly the Msolutions inviting General
McClellan to visit Albany as the guest of the State,
after being amended so that the invitation shall bo
given by the Governor instead of a committee,
were adopted by ninety-five affirmative votes to
four in the negative. Bills were introduced to ap-
propriate sixty thousand dollars for improving the
navigation of the Hudson river: to give the mem¬
bers of our Common Council annual salaries of
tlirco thousand dollars each; to subject to stricter
police regulations all city railroad oars; to give
effect to the New York Common Council resolution
authorizing the extension of the pier on the south
side of pier No. 1 North river; to give the Kherlff
of New York county power to appoint
who shall perform the dnties now devolving on the
constables, and authorising justices of the peace
in Kings county to hold inquests in the absence of
coroners. Resolutions were offered directing the
Judiciary Committee to inquire into the expedi¬
ency of s bill for imposing a tax on foreigners who
neglect to become citizens after the term required
for their naturalization.

x»czllaroit» rows.
Captain Borden, of the schooner Warren A.

GrifBn, frotn Sombrero Island, which arrived at
this port yesterday, reports the laborers st that
island in a state of mutiny, refusing to work at

loading the veasels in port.
A chaplain in the rebel service, while passing

through Canada West, In the cars of the Great
Western Railroad, on Saturday," February 7, was
robbed of a massive gold repeater, 9700 in gold
and $150 in greenbacks. Shouldn't have been
there.
A foldicr in Washington was, on Tuesday, mar¬

ried to a lady in Oswego, by telegraph, the minis¬
ter (Rev. William Carr) being present in the
national capital.
The snow has recently been so heavy in Canada

as to iinpode the railroad travel, the express train
between Montreal and Toronto beiug twenty-one
hours over time in performing the trip.

Professor Horsford, of Washington, has demon¬
strated a plan by which the army can always be
supplied with fresh bread.
The Buckeye Quakers have petitioned the Ohio

legislature to be excused from all military requi¬
sitions, whether for men or commutations, or equi¬
valents of any sort for military duty, for the Bake
of their consciences. These men all voted for Mr.
Lincoln for President, and helped to send stieh ra¬
dical negro-worshippers as John A. Gurley and
James M. Ashley to Congress; but when they find
that their radicalism has plnngsd the country into
civil war they hold np their consciences to shield
themselves from their due proportion of the bur¬
thens which it entails.
Gen. Pope will be in St. I.onis this week, and it

is rumored that he is to take command of the ex¬

pedition against Vicksbnrg.
Owing to the illness of Major Don Piatt, Judge

Advocate, the Btiell court of inquiry is not In ses¬
sion in Cincinnati.

In the Court of General Session* yesterday, be¬
fore Recorder Hoffman, Adolph Blank was con¬
victed of grand larceny, in stealing $1,929 from
his employer, Albert Dung, on the 16th ult. The
prisoner is a German, forty-three years of age,
and was employed as a clerk in the drug store
corner of Canal street and the Bowery. The mo¬
ney was stolen from the safe after the atore had
been locked np for the night. During the Crimean
war Blank was a member of the Foreign Legion.
Before that time he had been employed as a sur¬

veyor in Braxil, and afterwards turned coffee
planter. He is a highly educated man, and denied
all knowledge of the robbery. Mr. O. L. Stew-art,
Assistant District Attorney, who conducted the
proeecntion, made out a strong case ef circum¬
stantial evidence, and the Jury, after a short ab¬
sence, brought in a verdict of guilty. The pri¬
soner wss remanded for sentence ontll Beturday
next. The trial oT JohnC. Lang, indicted for ar¬
son In the second degree, (a setting Ire to the
store $88 Bleeclur street, oa the 13d of Jnae last,
was commenced, and will be coatinaed to-day.
The trial of Sullivan for the murder of Thoaaao

Byrnes, Superintendent of 1-wMv gag Places, wss
resumed yeeterday la the Court of Oyer and Ter¬
miner by-the summing np of canaset. Judge
Leonard will charge the Jury to-day.
The number of tbaatesln the pnblic institutions

of the olty is6.6M~ a decrease of 97 for the week.
The number admitted dnrlag the week was 1 4M
and the number discharged, trwftferred or'who
died was 1,663.
The stoek market w»t> extremely dull yMfrday. »nd

prices were gener.vily ¦ fraction lower. Mom y was easy
at 0 per cent. Oold fluctuated between im , a..ll66,
closing st aboat IM* kiohaugs flm tustml between let
aw! 171.
The cotton market wn« very unlet yesterday, w (a.»it

rhango In prices Fleur, wbv.t and oeru were u, more

'cmufd. IVices ef flour advanced ftc PtOe wheat rtr I
'"VS le. a 'Jo. Provisions we e aiao in more request,
f' ttr, bacon and lard weie quoted rather hylier There
*a» tew* activity m pro erw- art wt kinds of im< 1
i,e-rham,. . Whiskey de. »il».«t |. jmIU ,

.. ;h »-¦»

(reigiita w»rs
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Our RiIaIImm with rr»m IwpnrUBt
lMfiloaatlc CorrnpfiwiM B*tw**a
Mr. toward, Mr. DapU* »ad lh« Vrrarh
Mlalittn.
Some highly important state papers were

communicated to the Senate yesterday, and are
published in oar columns to-day. They com¬
prise a correspondence between Mr. Seward
and Mr. Dayton, oonoerniag the proposition of
mediation by tbe French Emperor, and
the communications wbloh pnmsd between
our Minister at Paris and M. Drouyu
de lhuys.
Baron de Mercier's letter and Mr. Seward's

vigorous answer to It, published In the Hskald,
must have caused a great sensation in diplo¬
matic circles at Washington. In this city con¬
siderable excitement was caused by the corres¬
pondence in question, as from its tone it is easy
to foresee that future relations between our
Minister of Foreign Affairs and the Emperor Na¬
poleon's Minister wi 11 be extremely unpleasant.
We are at a loss to understand what course M.
Mercier can pursue, save that of demanding his
passports. He made an assertion compromis¬
ing our Secretary of State, who,in the most dis¬
tinct manner, contradicts his statement. " Be¬
tween gentlemen," as the Czar Nicholas would
say, in private life, the course to pursue
would be clear; between persons occupying tbe
high positions which Mr. Seward and Baron
Mercier respectively fill it becomes a matter
hard to decide. At this stage of our affhirs it is
to be hoped that all unpleasaat complications
may be avoided; bat we feel assured that the
letters which have just been made public by
the French Minister and Mr. 8eward, added to
the Bmperor Napoleon's missive to General
Foroy upon tbe Mexican question, to say noth¬
ing of tbe intrigues of the French consuls
against Texas, will cause ill feeling between dfie
people of this country and France.
From tbe commencement of the rebellien we

were inclined to look upon France as a friend.
She was not making an illicit commerce with
the rebels. She made no -endeavors to break
our blockade, and sold no ships to the insurgents;
nor did she construct and fit out pirate vessels
to prey upon onr commerce. So we felt an¬

noyed at England, who did all this, and we
were friendly disposed towards Franco, who did
not. But now it is forced upon our conviction
from all sides that France is really inimical to
us. We have tbe assertion from the Emperor
hhnSelf, who says that France must stay our
progress on this continent, and who chivalrously
undertakes the task at a moment when we are

hampered by a gigantic rebellion. M. Mercier
states that he went to Richmond at the instiga¬
tion of Mr. Seward. Tbe latter flatly contra¬
dicts this assertion. Singularly enough, at Ibis
juncture of affairs we find in the columns of a
French periodical an article which goes to
prove that M. Mercier wont to Richmond with
other motives than those ha acknowledges.
Mr. Cucheval Clarigny.a writer in the service of
the French government, states in the Annuaire
dts Deux Mondes that it was French Influence
that determined the Confederates to defend
Richmond. It must be borne in mind that at
the date of M. Mercier's visit to Richmond the
rebels were inclined to abandon that place,
and that they had determined upon re¬

moving the seat of their government to
some other oity. They, after M. Mercier's
visit, conoluded to remain, and did so success-

fully; and now we find a prominent French
writer assuring us that Richmond bold out at
the Instigation of France. It is clear that Mr,
Cuebevai CJarigny would not have hazarded
this (UUaMt h P»rfc bad ho not been nut/
informed upon the subject.
The unfavorable statements made so con

stantty by the semi-official organs of the French
government as regards the position of our ad¬
ministration; their desire that France should
mediate, all, of course, with a view to the seve¬
rance of the Unlety are persisted in with a bad
grace, knowing, as they do, how offensive to
loyal Americans would be any foreign inter¬
vention or meddling. We fear that any abrupt
or incautious policy at this moment might re¬
sult badly for the entente cordiale betweou our

government and that of the Emperor Napoleon.
His alliance with England is on its last legs,
and, as he Is ambitious to elevate the Latin
race at the expense of our power and prestige,
he might gladly seize upon any occasion to
rend asunder even the semblance of good feel¬
ing which exists between us, and thus have
done altogether with tho Anglo-Saxons. Wo
would warn our authorities at Washington to
exercise the greatest caution and delicacy In
handling M. Mercier, aud the most untiring ex¬

pedition in building iron-dads and arming them
heavily; for if we roust have a foreign war let
us by all means be prepared for it.

Mr. Seward's straightforward letters in con¬
nection with the correspondence between Mr.
Dayton and Mr. Dronyn de Lhnys, which we

publish to-day, put bim before the people in
the best light. As regardB the charges made
against him by Baron Mercier, he inakee no
deviations nor explanations, but uncompro¬
misingly denies them. This places M. Mercier
In a most unpleasant predicament, and will
most likely lead to bis recall, as ho can no

longer continue his relations with Mr. Sew-
ard. It remains to be seen how the Emperor
will look upon the matter; and, as we said J
abovo, as long as a doubt exists let us prepare
for tbe worst. TLe Emperor of the French,
should he be Inclined to take advantage of this
Incident, will find that his calculations ss to
the diminution of oar power are sadly at vari¬
ance with the real state of tbe esse. A foreign
war thrast upon us at sneh a moment would
rouse the peoplo of the North to a display of
their real power, and the world would then
find out what twenty-two millions of people,
moved by a single purpose, can aOoompllsh.
It is useless for us to add how greatly any
trouble with France Is to be deprecated; but
we must Insist open the maintesance of our na
tional dignity and a firm demeanor towards
these who would take advantage of our troubles
to deeply wrong us.

Tnu Pouon CtnurasjoxBswH ip..-It is report¬
ed that Coafldenoe Caasidy and a friend from
the country are now in town, boasting that
they have the appointment of the Police Com¬
missioner who la to suooeed Bowen entirety
under their control. It appears that Thurlow
Weed has Bowen's resignation in his breeches
pocket, and will present It as soon as L. and
Camidv have agreed npon a man for Governor
Peymonr to appoint. We hope that there is no
truth in these rumors, and that Governor Bey-!
moor will steer clear of the Albany Regency In
this and all other matters. We roqnlre an hon-
est, able, energetic man.not a mere political
tool in Bowen'* place; and those who know!
Confidence Gs^My that be will

t qota*. J uv -' U'

Our Wmrmi DiMMtir»-Tbrlr Cmmmu.ANew-
IM« HecMaltr «* »h,>*

In the construction of vowels for our naval
servioe during the part two years, the import¬
ant point of obtaining the greaiert possible
speed appear* to have been almost entirely ne¬

glected. The ability to carry a large number of
heavy gua* haa alone been the^bjeot aimed at,
aud we have but little cause to "congratulate
ourselves upon ttwwreault. The tret requisite in
a man-of-war U speed. The most important
element on the ocean is speed. Speed, above
everything, guns, slae and every other qualifica¬
tion, Is the desideratum. Ability to carry a

heavy battery Is the second consideration; speed
is the .first; and until this plan is adopted and
carried out in the construction of vessels for the
navy there is little hope of our being able to
cope with the other maritime Powers of tho
world.
The ship that has the ability bf superior

speed to take a position and maintain it in any
imval engagement has much the advantage
over a slower vessel, although she may carry a
greater number of guns, and they of heavier
calibre. The news which we published yester¬
day relative to the chase of the privntoerJIofl-
ds by the United Blates steamer Sonoma, and
the escape of the former by reason of her supe¬
rior speed, fully confirms the above assertion.
The Sonoma carries a'battery sufficient to bsvo
crushed the Florida had she succeeded in get¬
ting alongside of her. Maflfit knew this faot.
and wisely took advantage of the Florida's
speed to run away from certain capture.
Our only hope of capturing the Alabama or

Florida and the other steamers or a like charac¬
ter that are being constructed for the rebels in
England is in having vessels ofgreater vcloelty.
We must not place too much dependence upon
number and size of guns; for. although they
answer an excellent purpose wheu once along¬
side of the enemy, they amount to nothing if
we do not possess theability to get alongside or
bring the enemy's.ship within the range of our

battery. What is the use of splendid Dublgrens
if we cannot get near enough to use tbemt We
have a lavge navy; but it consists principally of
slow coaches aud lame ducks, vessels that if tho
rebel privateers cannot fight th«ar can run away
from, which is all they desire; for their object is
not to obtain glory by fighting an equal match,
but by injuring and destroying as much of our
commerce as possible. The lew ships we pos¬
sess that ore th^^quals in point of speed ot
the Alabama and Florida sre, with a single ex¬
ception, purchased vessels, built for the mer¬
chant service, and exceedingly liable to be disa¬
bled in their machinery on account of its being
nearly all above the water line. Taking, as

samples of vessels of this class, the Vaaderbilt.
Connootlcut and Rhode Island, we have
three ships which, for the purpose they
were intended, are without superiors; but
tho chances are that, if coming undaa the
fire of the Alabama or Florida, vhey would be,
by a well directed sbot or shell at close quar¬
ters, crippled.and become an easy prize.

If we cannot build tfiiips at home we should
go elsewhere for them. But what will the world,
think of that course after our boasting over the
clipper ships, the Collins steamers, the Vander-
bilt, and so on t John Bull will work for us as
well as the rebels, provided be can make money
by the operation; and It were better that we
should be swindled by English contractors, so

long as we obtain a good article for our money,
than bo swindled by contractors at home aud
obtain ship# that are worthless. There is no
denying the fact that England is very far ahead
of us in the oonstrucuon of serew sceememp*
for war purposes. If wc did not know It before,
we have discovered it to our cost since the war
commenced; and, if it is not too lateTo profit by
what we have learned, let ne take immediate
steps to remedy the evil by purchasing vessels
abroad, if they eanaot be had at home, and stop
building and launching the absurdities called
gunboats, that arc being added daily to our

large hut apparently Inefficient navy. Will Mr.
Welles consider this matter and take me»m» to
procure a few vessels for cruisers that will be
of service, instead of contracting for ships that
oause our naval officers to blush when they
look upon them and tremble for their reputa¬
tions T What we want are a reform in the Navy
Department and fast ships; then the Dahlgrens
»ud the 1'arrotts will complete the work.

Thk Cask or Comuanprr Pkkri.r..In spite
of his long and valuable services and his un¬

blemished character, Commander Preble was

summarily dismissed from Ibe navy, some time
ago, because he allowed the Oreto to break the
blockade and enter the harbor of Mobile. Since
that time the Alabama has escaped from several
blockades of foreign ports. Tho Oreto (now
called tlie Florida) has sailed out of Mobile and
slipped away from the pursuit of several of our
vessels. The blockade has been broken aod
four of our ships captured or destroyed at Gal¬
veston, and two of our steamers have been
disabled by a rebel raid off Charleston. Still
we do not hear that any other officers have been
dismissed.
Now, we are not in favor of dismissing the

officers who have permitted the blockade break¬
ing at these various points; for we believe that
they did the best they could with the means at
their command, and that the real fault rests at
the door of the Secretary of the Navy, who
uses our fastest steamers asbumboats and keeps
old tubs en active duty. But we claim for
Commander Preble the same lenienoy as that
accorded to these other ofltfers. lie, also, did
the best he could with the means at hia com¬
mand. His three vessels were toe slow to be of
any service in oatching the Oreto, and be does
not deserve blame because be had an inefficient
force under hia control. We hope, therefore,
that either the President of the United States or
the Congress now In session will revise the case
of Commander Preble and reinstate him la his
former rank. We have too few good ofloers to
dismiss nay ef them hastily and unjustly.
Gkmrral McCmixan and na Naw Tors

Lsonuroa -The complimentary resolutions
inviting General McCIellan to visit our'State
capital passed the Assembly yesterday by a

nearly unanimous vote.ninety-dee to four.
The resolutions have been slightly amended, so
as to extend the invitation through the Go¬
vernor, instead of through a oommittee, in order
to preclude auy possibility of their being mis¬
taken, either by his friends or foes, as a po¬
litical endorsement. Tbey fully endorse his
military course however, and thus do him no
more than justice. General McClelUn is no

politician. He would not accept a political
demonstration. He is a soldier, and a great
soldier. The receptions which have greeted
hlvn In this city and *New England, and which
have tnken the form of enthusiastic popular
o sti jns how the higo cuiuiat^ wfcUtfc UK peq^

pie here of Me ability ae . general mi hie in¬
tegrity m . mu. The peerage of theee re-.
solutions is a sufficient rebuke to the sneering,
captious, insulting remarks of the TVthune yes
terday, in regard to MoCtellan; and if he con¬
sents to go to Albany the citizens of that place,
and of the surrounding country, will meet him
there to testify their appreciation of his mer¬
its, whioh shins the brighter the more he is ae
sailed.

Failure of the Frtach la Mr dee.
We are reliably informed that by the steamer

from Vera Crur, of the 15th of November last
General Forey wrote to the Emperor Napoleon
that be should require reinforcements to the ex¬
tent of sixty thousand men before be could
undertake the capture of the cities of I'uebla
and Mexioe, and that in view of the state In
which he found the army be should make no
formal movements -towards the interior until
the receipt of further Instructions. The cor¬
rectness of this statement receives confirmation,
in the fact that, up to our latest dates from

Mexico.tty 21th of Janusry.the French lines
had not been oxtedded beyond 'Knn Andres and
Perote, and their siege train was stiil at Vera
Oruz.
We are also informed that the entire force

which has reached Mexico under Lorencfz anfl
Forey has amounted to upwards of 40,000 men,
but that of thia force not over 2X000 men now
remain effective for duty. The balance, consider¬
ably more than one-third., have disappeared in
battle, through sickness and by dosertion. Be¬
sides this is tb« loss in the naval servi ce, which
has been very heavy, aud has embraced some
of the most able and prominent officers iu the
French marine, it is stated that this tatter loss
has been very severely felt; for France, as her
officers declare, can better afford to lose tea
men from her army than one sailor from her
navy.
' It seems, also, that the expeditipn has been
characterized by a total want of provision with
regard to means of transportation and supplies.
The army were unprovided with touts, and have
been obliged to procure all the spare canvass
and old sails from vessels in Vera Cruz to make
up a limited and hasty supply. Calculating
upon getting supplies In the county, the army
suffered from the want of everything except
wines until provisions could be procured, at
the cost of our neutrality, from the UnHed
States. Apparently knowing nothing of the
country, and anticipating to find railroads
ready constructed to their hand, they brought
no transportation facilities whatever; and at
one. time the entire means of transportation of
the whole French army nt Vera t'riiz, incredi¬
ble as it may seem, was limited to fifteen cart*
and throe yokes of oxen. Afterwards sothe forty
wagous were procured from tho Mexicans, and
tlitve* with others procured In Cuba, lasted un¬

til the rainy season, when getting stuck in the
mild, they became an easy prey to the guerillas;
and it is only since wagons, mules and harness
have been procured from the United Slates that
the French army has been in any conditioh for
a forward movement. But it appears that fur¬
ther difficulties have still paraimd the efforts of
General Forey; for no sooner have his expensive
Bhlptagjps ormules from the United States arriv¬
ed out than they have been attacked en vault ot
the interior, stampeded by the Mexicans and
drive* off, as we have recent advices, by the
nix hundred at a time.

It must be borne in mind that absolutely *j
nothing comes from the great interior of Mexi¬
co. To the French It is as a sealed book, and
everything has to be brought from the United
States or must be erdcrea trvui r..... ww-v.

difficulties, trifling as they may seem, have yet
been the bands with which Hie French have
been tied to the coast, and In the vain
struggle against which, and the constant
annoyance of guerilla parties uight and
day. the apirlt and mora/'.' of their army
is being broken. There have been no
victories to inspirit them, little change of
scene to divert their uttention. an enemy a lit -

tie way in advance but no means to reach hlra.
poor supplies, constant alarms, ami the con¬

sciousness which is now universal among both
officer.- and men.of a bad cause Alt tbe*e
are difficulties enough, to aav nothing of tho
enemy they hwre to nicer in a united people
fighting for the liberty of their country, to dis¬
pirit and disgust even an army composed of
more phlegmatic materials than that or France.
As yet we hnv <. news of but the scanty rein¬

forcement of six to ten thousand men being
sent from France. This will not till even the
vacancies which have occurred, and the sickly
season is again at hand, which will more

than decimate the remaining force. Unless,
therefore, reinforcement* to the extent call¬
ed lor by General Forey are at oi.ee
sent out -and we have a right to judge that
this will be very difficult, if not Impossible, for
the present resources of France.the cxpedi-
tion to Mexico must be prouounced a failure,
and its conception and inanngomsut a* blun¬
ders of the most fatal character. No mysteri¬
ous idea,however important ii may be supposed
to be, can cover the plain practical results of
such gross mismanagement and so cau*ele*< a
war.

Thk Ni.w Frf.m ii Amiuhsahok to Kvoi.cvo..
When Count de Persigny was recalled from the
embassy at Londou to assume the Ministry of
the Interior at Part», the Emperor Napoleon
appointed an hi.* successor, in a most informal
manner, Count de Flabanlt, s noblemun past the
years of efficient servlcs. bat considered quite
adequate to the requirements of the pest.
France was then on the best of terms with
England, and, as Count de Persigny was to inau¬
gurate a new system.that of a free press and
free discussion in the Chambers.the Empenor
Napoleon deemed himself sure of the sympathy
of England, and thought it useless to send to
that court any of his more efficient diplomatic
agents. Time passed, sad M. de Pertlguy's
plans for s free press tamed out te be a great
humbug, while the freedom ef parliamentary dis¬
cussion, from which Napoleon expected se much
in his favor, proved all in that of his oppossra.
England, however, did not, ae was expected,
accord her sympathy to Napoleen. and intrigued
against his policy wherever she could. M. de
Flahault became, in the midst of all this, but of
little use to his imperial mrater, and now we

find that Baron Grra, notorious m Napoleon's
representative in China, Is appointed to succeed
the Count do Flahault, and has already assumed
the poaltlon.

It Is known in Burope that Baron Gror- is no

well wisher to the Anglo-French alliance, and
his appointment to the Ambaseadorship at Lon¬
don may be viewed in the same light as wan

that of Marshal Pallsaier, the Duke de Malakoff.
It means that astute, Flpfclapd-hating Baron

iGros. ta W) pitted sg*ift|t Pnlgwrstop, qpd

! that France U reedy to make a f«w with Raff'
land tfhould aha shorn the least de.«r* toMfr
timie In hir present muw> of opposition to ril
the political more* of Napoleon. Bariw Qnf'
is considered a moat capable diplomat, is taMy
devoted to the policy of the Kiuperor Napoieoto
and is just the person to match PolmerstoeW
wiles with a stubborn doggedness of purpoaa
which the cunning English Premier will dad It
hard to circum .eat.

Tr.inx or rar Mama. Auvnts tx KuKoi»a.-*We
find in the columns of the Paris journal Lm
Patrie a statement which jis pt. (dished for thw
purpose of infiamiug the miuds of the Fronds
people against the North. The T'atrie*ays it
" in an American correspondence, worthy of
tire belief, the announcement of a fact which a

create great satisfaction in Franco and)
Delegates from the seceded States have met aad
decided to send twenty millions of franca (float
millions of dollars) as a participation in tho
fund for the relief or tb# working classes to
Europe. Mr.*Jefferson Davis has demanded
from Pit-sided Lincoln the authorization tot
the export of cotton to the above 'named sums
which will be sent to Southampton, Nantes and
Havre. Such au action is worthy of tdl praise,.
It proves that tho Confederates appreciate DM
close association between their interests aad
those of our working classes. It remains to be
seen whether the government at Washington
will allow European vessels to enter the Houto-
ern ports for the purpose of loading with the
cotton in question. We may surely hope thai
sucli permission will not be refused."
The object of the above lie is as clear ae the

noonday sun, and ueeds no comment to oause Hi
inimical purpose to be understood by ear send*
era. Ofcourse the hopes of the poor starving ope¬
ratives in France will ri*e to fever heat when 1Mb
announcement reaches them, which it surety
wilt, as the PafrcV will be >ent by thousands to
copies into the manufacturing districts, while
Parib c-orrespondents will dilate upon the fato
in all the provincial journals. As lime
and the twenty million* of francs do not
rive, the anger and HI will of the French
pie will turn upon Hie Washington govera
as the barbarous cause of the popular disap¬
pointment; and, ae a sure result, those peer,
ignorant, starving men, women aad cMldrtn
will learn to bate the loyal Americans, whogn
they are taught to look upon as their enemies.
Thi- sentiment has been encouraged, not oaly
by the rebel organ-, in France, but by the semi
official as well .is the official organs of the
French government ; and against all thin tor¬
rent of abu.-e and misrepresentation, kept up
for the last two years, not one w ord of oe
diction bus been uttered

It inuy not be amiss to state beta
our Minister or our Gons«il in Paris
easily publish in any French journal
makes aa unfavorable statement against tba
United States government an' immediate am
fu Li linn; and this not as a favor, but as a

right allowed by the French law regard¬
ing the press. That they should not havi
done so is clearly an oversight which should bo
repaired. The rebels, who seam fully to
nnderstaud the power of the press, maku
ample uss of its influence abroad,
should our government not instruct its repre¬
sentatives in Europe to do the same. Any to
our ministers or consuls might eaaily defeat thw
misrepresentations of the European prsee bp
constant and dignified denials. The experitMffl
should be tried. It is not too late, aa the peo¬
ple of Europe are naturally inclined to
upon us with favor.

_

The Kenvt, Rfhmum to Rums thk

auk. -We copy from the Charleston Charier the
official reports of Captains Ingrabam and Tuoffi-
er, tiie officers in command of the two rebto
rams engaged in the recent raid agalnto our
blockading squadron at that port. It will bff
seen that they modify the first accounts of tbUl
affair, and nowhere claim the technical and le¬
gal consequences at first assumed for it. Ito
opinions expressed by the officers of the Bdlbh
steamer Cadmus in regard to its unsubstantial
results to the Confederate cailse had prepare#
us for this bucking dow a of their pretensions OA
the part of the rebels. The only advantage
which they couiil have hoped to gain from it#
seeing the preparations that arc being made to
reduce Charleston - by n superior federal force,
would have been to temporarily alter the logoll
consequences to vessels attempting to ran thffi-
blockade. This state of things, however, oeulffi
only have endured a few weeks, and would haru
been productive of but very little advantage to
the Confederate cause, seeing that oar blocks#-
in, squadron has already been reinforoed by
one or more iron gunboats.
We w l«h that the facts in relation to the effort

to raise the Galveston blockade were equally
satisfactory. It is aborted that Mr. Seward ban
sent to Lord Lyons a despatch In which he inti¬
mates Hint "the blockade at that port may home
been iulerrupted, but that It was resumed loo¬
medlately. and will be continued until further
notice." This is regsrded as an

the blockade bad been substantially bf
and mug give rise to some troublesome ques¬
tions of international law with England in ito
gard to the seizure of British vessels In tb© in¬
terval defined by the notice. The shortest Wnto
to settle any doubts existing on the subject m
to send enrfa a force to Galveston as will i

us to open that port ourselves to the
of the world. It will not do fbr as to be Mb'
volved in any doubtful uonlromstna to Mi
sort with the European governments.

A Fasten Bomsmnj..The French govern¬
ment boa recently issued a enrieus
known aa the "Yellow Book." This
Is not to bo associated with
Iduas connected with our ordinary ytotow off-
raced literature, became it la a rato, toffff
flit, official sensation publication. It ooffttoffi
none of your# maudlin sentiiueutalffiy oturtso,
imaginary horrors, murders, seductions end too
like, but it Is a document toll of ¦etosc toffh
means something. The pffblletoleu to ortrolto
from this book in toe Amortee* end English
press has noted very much like a obeli front tff»

of the well known Pnlxto® gun* Ithe*Wired
up the Ire of John Bull, and bss tsiilbly aaar-

oisrd the rebels, who all along supposing
that Napoleon was one to their, best Mendag
and do doubt it bee been ton ctoito, in. a g«Mk
measure, of the sharp and aocUlvolottorffg
Heerutary Sowanl, which, we !>.*"<** >to
tenlav. Mr. SewsrdV letter/\u evidently
n return shot te the Fre».u-hman,o bomb.'
John Bull bat alto given Vim a shot; and t^a
v#b#l« whoc they d»d out tl>at it is not a Yon
k«e forgery. wttt\ilttoffijy give him a shot nlgo
For the present, hows,tor, wf leave Louis Nap*
ieon, the adUtor 'A thffi YgJ^w Pock, ha ton

| hafto of <-1* WtoM'


