
NEW YORK HERALD.
JAMKS tiOHUON BBJUfETT,

EDITOR AND PKOPRiBfOR.

OKKIOK N. W. OOKNKH OK Fl'l-TON AND N ASSAU 8T8.

Volume "*«

AMUSEMENTS this evening.

MM O S GARDEN, Bioadway..Lnaii, Tha Korsamn.

WALLACE'S THLATKK. Dioadway.-IliixRirrTE.

WINTER GARDEN, Broadway..Ham lnt.

LAURA KFKNE'8 THEATRE Broadway..Fair Onm
Wlfll TBS Golds* Locs*.Ksori.AE KlI

NEW BOWERY THEATRE. Howfry.Edoswokth Buss
.hLAOK hT'U SOMAN KlhU 3 GaKDANMK.

BOWERY THEATRE. Bowery..Wandsrino Htmnik.
Motiikr Goo»>-VAiirkM>l or Kuuen.

GERMAN OPERA liODSE, LSi Broadway..Josuru IN
Born.

BARNI St S AMERICAN MUSEUM, Broadway..MixmkWarkk> Cos. Nutt, Living II iri oi otanus Ac., at ailhour*..Coi 11 »N Raws.Alirruoon and Evening.
BRYANTS' MINSTRELS. Machnntc.' Hall. 172 Broad-

waj.-Etuioi'Ias Songs, Burllsiidbs, Dakoss, Ac..BlackBkigadb

WOOD'S MINSTREL HALL, 614 Broadwav..EthiopianSonus, Dakuem, Ac..Kinnin.. thi Hi.ookadk.

BROADWAY MENAGERIE, Broadway..Liting WillAninaui.PtKroKBiNu Rlbkuanw.Comic Mdlbs, Ac.
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HOOLET'S OPERA HOUSE, Brooklyn.-ETBioriABSongs, Dancbs, Uurlnsuuks. Ac
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THE SITUATION.
Our news from the Army of the Potomac, thongh

not very important, proves that active operations
are going on. An expedition started for Belle
Plain on Thursday last, to break up smuggling ou

the peninsula between the Rappahannock and Po¬
tomac rivers, and to prevent the enforcement of
the rebel conscript law. It returned yesterday,
having accomplished its aims. The expedition
consisted of two squadrons of the Eighth New York
eavalry, commanded by Captain Moore; the Second
Wisconsin infantry, Colonel Pairchild, supporting.
A portion of the expedition proceeded as far as
Westmoreland Court House, Warsaw, Union, the
Hague and Heathsville, and marched about one

hundred and fifty miles in five days, bringing back
to camp twelve prisoners and a quantity of contra¬
band goods smuggled across the Potomac; also
four rebel mails and a large quantity of bacon.
? large quantity of whiskey intended for rebel
consumption was destroyed by our troops. A
heavy snow storm was prevailing yesterday.
Our news from the Southwest is interesting. By

a despatch from Cairo, dated Wednesday last, we
learn that a Union scouting party met a body of
the enemy five miles back of I.*ke Providence,
When a warm engagement ensued. Our troops
lost b few men. Many rebels were killed, and
thirty-two taken prisoners. Ninety horses were

captured.
It is stated in a despatch from Momphis that the

robels at Port Hudson are communicating with the
Gulf by way of the Atchalafuya river. The same

despatch says that "a million" bales of eotton are
below Helena. Arkansas, waiting the permission
of Goneral Grant for shipment; but this is mani¬
festly an error of the telegraph.
General Hindman'a rebel army is reported as

thoroughly demoralized. Three haudred or his
troops were frozen to dfAth during their retreat
from Van Huron. Hindman was once ordered to

Vickaburg, but his men refused to go. Upwards
of two hundred deserters were concealed in the
brush twenty miles from Batesvillo, which town,
with a large majority of the people, is in favor of
. permanent, occupation of the country by the
Union army.
A skirmish took place on the 13th instant, near

Bolivar. Tc::n., between a detachment of the First
cavalry and a body of rebels, the resnlt of which
was four dead rebels, a number wounded, five
prisoners and a number of horses captured. None
of our men were killed.
The Cumberland river is twenty feet deep on

the Shoals, and is still rising. It rained all night
on Tuesday and all day yesterday, so that the
river is lik<iy to rcuch a high level.
The stcuuier Creole, Couch, master, from New

Orleans on the nth instant, arrived at this port
yesterday forenoon. Her news, though not im¬
portant, is of considerable interest. The planters
Of Louisiana are greatly exercised concerning the
continual escapes of their slaves, aad have held
an important meeting at New Orleans in reierenco
to the labor question, the details of w hich will be
found in our correspondence. The reports con¬

cerning the escape of the Harriet fame arc de¬
nied by r.n oSioer who saw her. and who aaya she
was so uiu 'h injured to be unfit for service.
The Brit sh barkentino Itosalind, of Liverpool,

Gardiner, master, arrivrd at Sr.. Thomte on the
27th ultimo, from Wilmington, North Carolina,
with the following cargo:--2! life's, rosin, 306 bbls.
spirits of mrpentif:*, '"'2 bales cotton and 23 boxes
tobacco The llotnlind cleared on the lCth and ran

the blockade oa the l°th ult.
CONGRESS.

In the Penile yesterday.a joint resolution v. os
introduced authorising the collection of foreign
pos'agc In coin. Tho bill reorganizing the Engl
nocr f'irp* »\a* reported back fey the Military
Committee. The bill to prevent members of Con-
grs-a and agents and nlficets of the government
from taking any consideration for procuring place,Office or contracts w.w passed, Tfeo Finance
Committer r por;ed back the Fortification Appro¬
priation loll without amcodmsnt. Itcaolution*
recently nd !§-t* 1 at » public mm .; a; ih-. Cooper
Insii'iite in New York city, r.d it -. to tf»o coloni¬
sation of Kh> is. were prevented. Too bill author¬
izing let* of Riitf .r and r/-nri«al w is 'uken
tip. and alter.- o,- iplul ¦ > substitute was olVred
by Mr. .jeimos md avion ted, aii:i.or/.ing 'ti ^t'resi-
dent, in u!i doniest!- and t« relg:» wars, to Is--in
letter* o; ui.tr-pi.-, and ;ii;. -k»- all needful regn-
lalions relst.a; th reto. An amendiueut wus
adopted luuiui.g the authority conferred bo tho
act te tt.re- y»oiv. Th- bill wis thou p tssrd by »
vote of twe it/ i r;sin«t nine, A r solution
was adopt. .1 rnpi-sti g th c( iftry of the Trea-
attry to li. irm U,<. ^e::ite s.i »» have been
taken by him to bivenlg.itr th* ui'.egnd frsn l i|ent
trarMetlci" In 'he Ne.v Yor, Cu*t»m House. Tho
Kavnl Appropriation bill \* reported back by(he Finance Committee. A fe ll »o f.icillta'e prooffor allowrnca of pet.tir.ri* w.u pa-«, d. A bill
to gnarsr.ter to CO* hi I' State a icpubllcar forM
of government waa introduced. A tiili to fc-jv-
(T|.%W? efflplWF to the judiciary system wa*

passed- An executive session was held, and the
Senate adjourned.

In the House of Representatives the Military
Committee Were instructed to inquire into the

efficiency of the medical department of the army
uuder General Grant, and.to report what legisla¬
tion is necessary to secure the ntmost possible
skill and attention in the care of the sick and
wounded soldiers. The Indian Appropriation bill
was passed. A bill relative to the Indian trust
funds was introduced. A resolution was offered
instructing the Committee on the Judiciary to in¬
quire and report what are the powers and duties
of Judge i'eubody, of New Orleans, whether pre¬
scribed by the law or the President, and whether
the Commander-in-Chief of the Army and Navy
has power thus to appoint civil judges. Objection
was made, and the resolution lies over. The
Louisiana election cases were then taken up, and
the report declaring Messrs. Flanders and Hahn
entitled to seats adopted by a vote of ninety-two
against forty-four. Mr. Hahn immediately entered
upon his duties; but Mr. Flanders was absent.
The report of the Committee on Elections, adverse
to the claim of Mr. McKenzie, of Virginia, was

adopted. The Senate's amendments to the bill
providing ways and means for the support of the
government were all acted on, and the Houbb ad¬
journed.

THE LEGISLATURE.
In the State Senate yesterday some few bills

were passed, among which were those to appro¬
priate a portion of the Literature fund for the
benefit of acaderaiee and to apply the proceeds of
the State tax to the support of the public schools.
The bill to require the Central and Erie railroads
to make monthly and yearly reports of their freight
business received a favorable report, and wss
afterwards recommitted for the purpose of bearing
objections. A favorable report was also made on
the bill for incorporating Catholio churches. The
House resolutions inviting General McClellan to
visit.Alb&ny as the guest of the State were laid on
the table by fourteen yeas to nine nays. The pri¬
vileges of the floor were voted to General Carcoran.
The report of the commissioners on the damages
at Quarantine was presented. The bill to extend
the time for the collection of taxes was considered
in Committee of the Whole and ordered to a third
reading. Some local and private bills were acted
upon.

In the Assembly several bills were considered
in Committee of the Whole, bnt none of them of
general interest. A communication w&b received
from the State Comptroller, oovering one from
Comptroller Brennan, of this city, in reference to
some of the city banks declining to pay State tax,
on the ground that their capital is invested in
United States stocks, which, by act of Congress,
are exempt from taxation. General Corcoran,
who was present in the Capitol, was, by a vote of
the House, invited to a place on the floor. On the
appearance of the General he was greeted with
applause, and was addressed by the Speaker.
General Corcoran made a short but appropriate
speech is reply.

MISCELLANEOUS HEWS.
The steamship City of Washington, which left

Queenstown on the 5th instant, is due at this port
to-day. Her news will be four days later than the
advices of the Asia.
The British ship Victory, which arrived at this

port yesterday morning, from Liverpool, haaon
freight 867 bales of rags.
A meeting was held in Qahray, Ireland, on the

30th of January, to devise means for relieving the
people of that city who are suffering from want of
employment. Resolutions were passed expressing
a hope that the government would provide useful
works to aid them, and especially by enabling
thorn to improve the harbor for the accommoda¬
tion of the American steamers.
We have dates from Comayagua, Honduras, to

the 1.1th of December. The Oacela O/icial an¬
nounces the death of Senor Don Victoriano Castel-
lanos, Vice President of the republic, on that day.
Dispositions were made immediately for the em¬

balming of his remains and their interment in the
Capilla dol Ssgrario of the Catholic cathedral of
tlic city. A solemn mass was to be performed
and a statue of the deceased erected, in conside¬
ration of his long and useful public services.
Among other obituary notices in the Jamaica

papers, we find the name of the late United States
Consul to Kingston, Jamaica.
The Democrat'c State Convention of Connecti¬

cut will be held to-day at Hartford, to nominate
candidates for State offices.
The democratic party of Kentucky will hold

their State Convention to-day in the city of Frank¬
fort. Candidates for Governor and other State
offices arc to be nominated for the August elec¬
tion.
A macs convention will be held at Indianapolis

on the 26th inst., at which Gov. Andrew Johnson,
of Tennessee, will be one of the speakers.
The Board of Supervisors met yesterday. A

message was received from the Mayor, returning
without his approval the ordinance making ap¬
propriations for the expenses of the county
government for the ensuing year, on the ground
that some of the appropriations were extravagant.
The first item objected to is one of $39,600 for
advertising, and the message recommends that the
advertising be given to two papers of largest cir¬
culation, instead of uselessly squsndering money
on papers of small circulation, The message
next objects to the item of $201,250 for the con¬
struction of Harlem river bridge, "that sum being
$68,000 more than was asked for by the Bridge
Commissioners." Another item objected to is
$20,000 "to the appropriation for salaries in the
executive department." Supervisor Tweed moved
the publication of the veto in the Hxkald, Trim-
tcri/it and Timrg. Supervisor Purdy suggested
the Hkhald alone, on account of its large circu¬
lation. It waa finally referred to a committee,
with power. Adjourned to Tuesday at three
o'clock.
The Democratic Union Association held their

usual meeting lost evening. Mr. Norton, Rev. Mr.
Benedict, of Buffalo, and Mr. Mahony, of Dubuque,
Iowa, spoke on the occaaion. The attendance was
not so large as on former occasions.
The Board of Aldermen met yesterday after¬

noon at one o'clock. President Walsh in the
chair. A resolution was offered by Alderman
Boole, and adopted, to the effect that the sum of
$14,6<>0 is duo by George Law for rent of piers
N*oi. 41, 42 and 43 North river, and the sura of
$116,950 from Mcserole & Donoghue, for the rent
of the Peck slip and Grand street ferries, and that
th'' Corporation Counsel be requested to inform
the Board what proceedings %avc been taken to
recover the amounts due. The sum of $>,000 was

appiopriatcd lor the celebration of Washington's
birthday, and the sum of $500 was appropriat¬
ed to purchase from Henry B. Dawson a num¬
ber of documents relating to the ({evolution¬
ary history oi the country. In reply to a resolu¬
tion "f the Board, the Comptroller sent in a com-
malleolion Stating that a suit has been commonr-
ed against the Peck Slip Ferry Company. The
President nominated Aldermen Mastorson, Clapp,
'{"el, Boole and Ottiwell a special coramitee to
invc'it: ate the ullegcd frauds in rehition to the
P'trchsse of the Fort Gansevoort property. The
Bo.ii 1 ttPournc 1 to Thursday next, at one o'clock.

i>'lie ' unit of General Sessions yesterday, bo-I fore Recorder Hoffman, Charles E.lwarda, a New
York bnti her, twenty-eight year* of age, was
convicted of burglary in the third degree, and sen-
tenced to the State Prison for four years and six
months.
Counterfeit Ore dollar hill- on the Union Bank of

Haverhill, New York, are in circulation.
The new steamship Fah-kee, built for Welmore

A "rydcr, for the China trade, has been purchased
by Adams' Express Company, and will at once

take her place on the line betweeu here and Beau¬
fort, N. C., and Port Royal, S. O. She leaves for
the Utter named porta on Saturday, at two P. M.

Tlie market for beef cattle wan very Irregular
thin week, and changed some two or three times
materially. On Monday the market opened very
firm and buoyant, under moderate supplies and a

good demand; but subsequent arrivals unsettled
the market, and oaused prices to decline %e. a

Y%c. per pound, at which the bnlk of the sales
were effected. The market ruled dull and heavy
until near the cloae yesterday, when a more active
demand sprang up.superinduced by the indica¬
tions of a snowstorm.and the yards wore speedily
emptied. Prices varied from 6%c. to 9%c. a 10%c.,
but extras sold as high as 12%c. The general sell¬
ing prices were 8c. a 9%c., and the average about
8%c. a 8%c- Milch cowa were steady at $2a to $40
a|60. Veals ware steady at 4J^c. to 6V»o. a 7c.
Sheep and lambs were more plenty, and 25c. a 37c.
per head lower. Prices ranged from $4 25 to 17
ia $8, and 19 for extras. Swine were in steady,
fair damand at 6o. a 5%c. for coru fed and
4%c. a 5%c. for still fed. The total receipts were

5,276 beeves, 123 cows, 366 veals, 8,543 sheep and
lambs and 21,596 swine.
Speculation in stocks and gold was again active yes¬

terday, and prices were generally higher, with a eonside-
abie increase of business. Geld rose to 1S#>4, closing
168J4 hid. Exchange rose to 174)4. Money was easy at 6
Iter oeat. The trade tables for the month or January aud
the current tiscat year to date wtU be found la the money
article.
There was a further improvement ta the breedJtnfib

market yeetarday, flour adraneed 16c., wheat to. a So.,
and oorn le., with d good buamees, particularly in flour.
The sales of most kinds or proTiaioas wore large, atglslag
prices, and there was more doing ia groceries and^moat
kinds of foreign merchandise at former rates. The cotton
market was oxtremely dull and prices were nominal.
Whiskey was loss active at drooping figures. The freight
engagements were heavier, with some depression la rates
in American vessels.

Tho CftlM B«An iki Morm-Tht OlKfcar-
|B| BUmenti of FUawl Struggle*
Never, since the bombardment of Fort Sum¬

ter, has there been such a general and remark¬
able suspension of active hostilities as that
which now prevails, by land and water, around
the entire circle of the rebellion. Under an

armistice, authoritatively proclaimed, this sus¬

pension of battles and skirmishes, raids and
surprises, could hardly be fbqre complete. We
hear no more of daring and successful rebel
forays in the rear of the Army of the
Potomac; no more of dashing guerilla
enterprises in Kentucky and Missouri; no
more of damaging rebel depredations upon
the trains and transports of General Rosecrans,
alnce the late disastrous repulse of Forrest,
Wheeler, Morgan A Company from Fort Donel-
sen. Nor, from our widely distributed land
and naval forces, from the Rappahannock west¬
ward to the Mississippi, and thence down that
great river to the sea, and thence around the
coast to Chesapeake Bay, have we beard for
several days of any assault upon the enemy
beyond that of the chance collision of a scout-

"^hat as the meaning of this extraordinary
Mate of things? Are the hostile forces in this
war wearied of their work of slaughter, and are

they falling to pieces from sheer exhaustion?.
or are they voluntarily pausing in expectation
of some interposing agenoies of a peaceable
accommodation?.or are the Unionists and the
rebels, here and there, quietly concentrating
their available forces for a deadly and decisive
struggle? Let the enormous Union fleets and
armies in South Carolina and in front of Vicks-
burg, and the Army of the Potomac, and our

army of Tennessee, and let the fortifications
and forces opposed to them, be the answer.
The leaders of the rebellion have concentrated
their strength at four points: 1st, on the
heights of the Rappahannock in front of Gene¬
ral Hooker; 2d, at Charleston; 3d, at Vicks-
burg; 4th, in Tennessee, in front of the army
of General Rosecrans; and upon the repulse or
the successful defence of the enemy at these
four points depends the important question
whether this war will be ended by the present
or be transmitted as the legaoy of Abraham
Lincoln to our next administration.
The rebel army of Virginia is charged with

the defence of the capital of the so-called -'Con¬
federate States." General Leo remains behind
his intrenchmcnts, watching and waiting, to re-^
sist any attempt on the part of General Hooker
to move "on to Richmond." But General
Hooker has found his most Berions impediment
to an advance in the "sacred soil of Virginia,'
which for two months has been, and still
continues, almost as boggy and impassable as

the Dismal Swamp. We must have a few suc¬
cessive days of dry winds on the Rappahannock
before even "Fighting Joe Hooker" can move
in any direction. In the meantime, as the in¬
land railroad line from Washington to Rich¬
mond was abandoned by General Burnside to
avoid the danger of having bis transportation
cut off by rebel forays, why is it that the sixty
miles of railroad between General Lee's army
and Richmond should remain unbroken and un¬

disturbed? Have we no cavalry connected
with the Army of the Potomac equal to some
Buch undertaking as that so handsomely carried
out by General Carter and his troop of horse¬
men in East Tennessee? The capture ot Rich¬
mond would be a blow to "the heart of the re¬

bellion." The readiest way to reach it is to dis¬
lodge the intrenched srmy of Lee, and the
readiest way to dWodge him is to cut blm off
from the baso of bis scanty supplies.
The forces of the Port Royal expedition of No¬

vember,18G1, might have taken Richmond byway
of Norfolk while the rebel army was at Manassas;
or had the whole strength of that expedition
been directed against Charleston immediately
after the capture of Port Royal, we have no

doubt that it would have been completely suc¬
cessful. But the Charleston of February, 18»»3,
u not tbo Charleston of November, 1861. The
intervening time has been appropriated by the
rebels in the erection ef a system of defensive
works around the city which it will probably
require a protracted siege, by land and water, to
reduce. Two months hence the pestilence of
the surrounding swamps begius to poison the
air, so that General Hunter must proceed to
business against Charleston or Savannah with-
out further delay, or he mny be compelled to
leave bis work hall finished, to be commenced
again at the beginning, with the return of cold
weather.
We may. however, hoar of the opening of tne

ball at Vicksburg or Port Hudson before we shall
have any news of the bombardment of Charles¬
ton; and we confidently expect that, between
General Grant and Admiral Porter from above,
and General Punks and Admiral Farragnt
from bolow, the Mississippi river will soon
be entirely reclaimed. But with the dis-
]<orsion of the rebels from that "Inland sea in

advance of any decisive operations elsewhere,
it is to be hoped that the enemy will not again
be permitted, as at Corinth, to abandon one

position in order to strengthen another, but
that Rosecrans. Hooker and Hunter will each

anticipate any strategy of this sort lay prompt
and decisive action.
W e believe that our forces in Virginia. South

Carolina, Louisiana, Mississippi and Tennessee
are fully equal in every case to the work
assigned them ; and wo believe, too, that the
golden moment for action is at hand. The
despondency of Wall street, the revolutionary
tendencies of the spoils democracy and aboli¬
tion fanatics of the North, and the fears and dis¬
trust pervading the public mind, imperiously
demand "military success." The government
has the men and means and the opportunity to
secure success, and the country has the right to
demand it. We are gratifiod to hoar that en¬

couraging accounts from our military officers in
the field, East and West, have created a more

hopeful feeling in Washington, and we trust
that this feeling will be soon extended to New
York, with the news of some decisive Union
victory as the opening of the impending cam¬
paign.
William Colorado Jewett'a Letter to tho

Prtildcat.
William Colorado Jewett has had his carte

de visile, taken. This announcement may seem

unimportant; but Jewett is no ordinary man,
and his carle de visile is no ordinary photo¬
graph. The ghosts of the great departed
hovered around the operator's oamera, and the
operator himself was a spiritualist of the first
water. The consequence was that the shades
of those illustrious worthies, dead and alive,who
inspire Jewett in his great work of mediation,
were impressed upon the photographer's nega¬
tive, and are distinctly visible in Jewett's cartes
de visile. In one of the pictures before us

Napoleon the First stands majestically by
Jewett's side; in another Luther smites upon
Jewett's efforts; in a third Melancthon; in a

fourth Queen Victoria; in a fifth the Emperor
of Russia, and in a sixth Talleyrand, are seen
at Jewett's right hand, in gloomy and im¬
pressive grandeur, evidently aiding and abet¬
ting his mediation and mining schemes.
Thus, by this spiritualistic photography, wo be¬
hold not only Jewett's handsome face and ele¬
gant figure, but are also favored with a fac
simile of Jewett's soul, and learn that it is com¬
posed of the souls of all these immortals, and
that they actually possess and speak through
him.
We desire to call most particular attention,

therefore, to the letter which Jewett has recent¬
ly addressed to President Lincoln, and which
we publish in another column this morning.
We always thought Colorado Jewett a great
man; but we now discover that he is half a

dozen great men and women rolled into one.

Whatever he says must consequently bo of the
utmost importance, as he embodies in words
aot only bis own private opinions, but those of
Napoleon, Luther, Quean Victoria and the rest.
He is not merely blowing his own trumpet; but
he is himself a trumpet through which em¬

perors, kings, queens and sages declare their
combined Wisdom to the world. There is
not the slightest doubt of the genuine¬
ness of this last spiritual manifestation
Jewett's letter establishes beyond question Die
fact that he is possessed. Its solemn tono, it3
mysterious mannerisms, its oracular style, its
apparent contradictions and its prophetic warn¬
ings are but so many proofs that it was dictated
by mighty minds, far restored from the realms
of common sense. Indeed, its contradictions
seem to us the very best evidences of its super¬
natural origin. The shades of Napoleon and
the Emperor of Russia never could agree.
Queen Victoria, the head of the English church,
would certainly differ upon some points with
the reforming Luther. The mild Melancthon
and the intriguing Talleyrand are not likely to
divide a soul between them without a little
controversy. If, therefore, Jewett pitches into
the emancipation proclamation at the com¬
mencement of his letter and rather favors it at
the close, that is only the result of a little diffi¬
culty between Napoleon, who, as a military
ghost, knows that the proclamation will not
end the war, and the Emperor of Russia,
who is now involved in emancipation
troubles of his own, and desires to see us in the
same puddle. If Jewett argues in favor of
peace and yet avows himself a war man,
Queen Victoria and Luther are at fault. If
Jewett urges mediation in the name of Heaven
on the one hand, and tries to oust Seward and
nominate a new Cabinet on the other, that is a

mutter for which the contending and opposing
influences of Melancthon and Talleyrand arc to
blame. Jewett cannot help these little muddles.
When a man is full of spirits his brains and his
pen are equally anmanageable.

It will probably surprise many readers that
the souk of Greeley, Vallandigham, Louis
Napoleon and Merrier are not among those pho¬
tographed upon Jewett's cartes de in site. The
natural explanation of this omission is that
Louis Napoleon and lfercler are represented by
Napoleen the First, and that Greeley and Vallan¬
digham have either no souls at ail or souls so

small as to be undiscoverable. But, though
absent from the photographs, there is enough
of these personages in the letter to the Presi¬
dent. Vallandigham speaks through Jewett
against emancipation. Mercier and bis master
speak through Jewett in favor of mediation.
Greeley, and all the radical, abolition, disunion
cabai speak through Jewett in his attack upon
Seward, and through Senator Sumner when he
declares that Seward's recent patriotic and
statesmanlike reply to the offer of French
mediation is " the weakest document of
the administration" and " an absurdity."
Jewett is the agent of these radicals,
and they use him, as the monkey did the
cat, to try and get their political chestnuts
from the fire. As none of the great men of
this country.Washington, Jackson, Webster.
appear in Jewett's cartes de visitr, so none of
their sentiments inspire the party who put him
forward to feel public opinion. His inspiration
is from foreigners. There is no Americanism
about this mediation movement. We hope that
President Lincoln will say as much when he
answers Jewett's letter. The President will
answer it, of course, as he replied to Greeley's
letter a short time ago, and Jewett is not half
so great a fool as Greeley. In fact, when all
that is mysterious about Jewett comes to be ex¬

plained, the country will find that he is one of
the smartest men of the day, and knowrliow to
feather his own nest comfortably and snugly.
Mediation may go down; but Colorado minns
will go up; and Jewett holds shares in both
concerns. Up to the present time his modesty
has been his misfortune. Having managed
Colorado as he has, he might well nominate
himseff for the Treasury Department; but he
recommends Robert J. Walker instead. Per¬
haps. however, he is holding himself back
for some higher object. A person inspired by
Napoleon the Great cannot be without ambi-

tion. We doubt that he would accept the
Presidency. and that he could be elected even
if he would accept it The people are not yet
sufficiently educated to understand and appre¬
ciate his merits. But there is an office which
Jewett would be willing to fill, and for which
we can cordially support him. When the radi¬
cal republicans and the peace democrats, ted by
Greeley and Vallandigbam, and working har¬
moniously together, at last succeed in referring
our civil war to foroign arbitration, then let us
have no ministers or ambassadors from France,
Russia and England to decide our fate; but let
William Colorado Jewett, the representative,
not only of these three great Powers, but of
all other Powers, past, present and to come,
be selected as sole judge, mediator and arbitra¬
tor, and dictate our destiny. And let all the
people say, Amen!

Our Harbor ami Coast Defences.
We have lowering over us the prospect of a

war with one of the most powerful nations of
Europe. Are we preparing for such an emer¬

gency! No. Our harbors are totally unde¬
fended against the advent of the strongly plated,
formidable war vessels of Napoleon, which, in
case of a war between this country and France,
would surely seek to enter our harbors and
bombard our great seaports. Some few months
back we were almost brought into actual con-
"flict with England; and any one must compre¬
hend that, had President Liooln decided to hold
the traitors Mason and Slidell, the people of
the North would have thrown up their caps and
shouted for war. We were totally unprepared
then to repel the assaults of England's armored
men-of-war. Now, when at any moment we

may hear that Napoleon has recognized the
Davis government, and that our administration
Considers such an act a declaration of war, wo
are no more prepared to repel the attacks of
France than we were those of England.
And yet for months the possibility of a

foreign war has been discussed in this journal,
and reiterated, demands made by us that our
harbor and coast defences should be carefully
attended to. We need iron-clad forts to
command the narrow channels which ap¬
proach our harbor. We need immense and
heavily armed floating batteries to render
our defence the more secure, and wo

Bhould at once, without a moment's loss of
time, procure thera. We have ample expe¬
rience of the efficiency of armored forts and
batteries. In Charleston harbor our shells
rebounded from the hastily and imporfcctly
iron-clad batteries of the rebels without
making any impression upon them. Hut a few
days since one of our most formidable iron
men-of-war, the Montauk. fought for hours
with the iron-clad Fort MoAllister, and found
it almost as invulnerable as herself. We
know that Napoleon has caused all the
forts which line the coasts of France to be
heavily armored, and that thus he has rendered
thom impregnable. England is following his
example. The rebels use all haste in making
their forts and batteries safe by putting iron
armor upon them, and it is only we of the
North who idly wait for tbo moment when a

powerful and determined enemy shall strike us.
Are we forsakeu by Providence, or are wc mad?
Will 110 experience suffice to render us alive to
our danger? Our enemies eagerly seize upon
all methods to render their attack the more dead
ly. We await their onslaught with a supinenees
which is realty becoming incomprehensible.
We call upon our admiuistratiou tu take some

immediate steps in this matter. Wo must have
our great commercial cities safe from the at-
taak of any enemy who might be taken with
the fancy to lay them in ashes. Small* forts,
heavily clad with iron and armed with our im¬
mense ordnance, would render our city per¬
fectly safe. Hut, then, we must have those
forts, and, until they can be constructed,
batteries, however rudely and hastily thrown
up, must be made. We cannot remain idle,
awaiting, nay, inviting, the assault of un enemy.
We must prepaid for all contingencies; and if
the government cannot attond to this impera¬
tive necessity tbo people of New .York and
other seaports must themselves see tliut pro¬
per defences are immediately erected.
» A mere accident saved us from the fearful
hiroc whiah the Merrimae would undoubtedly
hare committed bad not the Monitor.a private
enterprise.appeared just at the nick of time
to save the government from immense loss and
the people from shameful reverses. The event
should have taught wisdom to our Navy De¬
partment. It did not, however. The go\ em¬
inent should have profited thereby. That it did
not we are at liberty to assert, as we now find
ourselves upon the point of a foreign war,
while our defences are totally inadequate to
aave us from its direful results We must, we

fear, as in the cose of the Monitor, put our trust
in our own exertions, and leave the government
to its blunders and inefficiency. Let the peo¬
ple, then, take the mutter in their own hands,
and let us have our harbors and coasts
rondered impregnable. Self-preservation is
a first law. New York, the second, if
not the drat, commercial city in the
world, is as open to the attack of an enemy
as though iron-clad batteries and forts were

things as yet unheard of. Had we begun two
months since to render our harbor safe from
all assaults, to-day the thing would have been
accomplished. There is no lime to be lost.
Those who have material interests in the safety
and prosperity of this city must look to its
defences. Let us prepare. By so doing we
will the more likely avoid the calamity.
Tub Conthahavdh, and What is to bk Dunk

with Thkm..A correspondent of one of the
radical journals of this city writes from Cairo in
a most lachrymose strain about tho manner in
which "the freed" negroes are treated there.
There are seventeen hundred of them crowded
in the "corral," and their quarters are in the
midst of mud two feet deep, and cleanlino<s is
as much out of the question as it would be in a

pigsty. Hence disease of every kind, particu¬
larly pneumonia, is fast thinning their ranks.
Last week over sixty died, uud this is the usual
average. Tho writer adds that they are rotting
and dying "for want of exorcise," and he is
loud in his denunciations of 'he"beatheni.>h State
of Illinois," destitute of "humanity, decency
civilization, Christianity and sense." because,
with her millions of acres of uncultivated
prairie land, she does not offer the contrabands
a home.
Why should the blacks starve in Illinois

when they can be made useful at Vietoburgf
General Rosecrans understands the question.
He compels the negroes to labor in nis
trenches, and thus saves his troops Why do
not the other generals imitate his example?
The cutting of the canal nt Vieksburg is d"
ayed for want of men and because the work is

done by the soldiers, when fifty thousand j
negsoes ought to be sent there, who wo<|8
finish it before the rebels would have time to
build fortifloations opposite its mouth, below
Vioksburg, and so defeat its purpose. Thai
could the adult male negroes be made to ears
subsistence for their families, instead of being
a burthen upon the War Department, already
bowed down with a load greater than it can
bear. The anti-slavery fanatics will soon find
out, if they have not already discovered, how
fatal has been their agitation to the unfortunate
blacks, as well as to the white race.

Tiik Cotton Question kuom a. Frhnok
Point ok Vikw. .If we are to credit the state¬
ments in a letter reoently received in Washing¬
ton, from a gcntloman who has been visiting
the principal cotton manufactories at Lille and
other towns in France, the distress said to pre¬
vail among the French operatives is greatly
exaggerated. In Lille and its dependencies,
which run 1,200,000 Bpindles, or a little less
than one-quarter the whole number in France,
every mill is in operation, and there are no
workmen out of employ. Of course it is not^ I
denied that in other manufacturing centres,
where the coarser yarns or tissues are used, and
where labor enters for much the largest pro¬
portion of the cost, considerable suffering
exists. The lock of orders and general condi¬
tion of uncertainty in their business in these
places are, however, attributed by the manu¬
facturers as much to the French treaty of ooia-
merce with England and the enormous stocks
of cloths and yarns whioli had been accumu¬

lating for years through ovor manufacture as to
the American war. In reply to an inquiry
from tho writer as to whether be was desirous
for peace and an opening of the cotton ports,
one of thorn emphatically said:.
As a man, yea.as a manufacturer, no. The throwing

into the markets of the wui id a oouplp of million of bales
of cotton would cause immense and widespread perturba¬
tion and disaster. The same speculative spirit which has
now Htimulaled e riao in cotton beyond its value would
equally exaggerate, m a contrary sense, this supply. The
result wouila bo a panic, a prodigious fail In the prices of
goods, and ruin to manufacturers and merchants holding
large stocks of goods.
This is the view that we have all aloug taken

of this question, and the conviction of which has
led to such a reaction of sentiment amongst the
English manufacturers and operatives. The
latter have learned to appreciate the fact that
tho American war hastened, but did not create,
the ordeal of suffering through whieh, sooner or

later, they were destined to pass, and that their
difficulties would only be increased by its sud¬
den termination. Tho manufacturers, who are

growing enormously rich by the disposal of
their long accumulated stocks, feel that it
would even be better for them to support their
operatives for a while in idleuess than to assist
in putting a premature end to a state of things
which assures them both present and future
prosperity. Louis Napoleon is no more blind
than they are to tho actnal causes of the suffer¬
ings of the French operatives or to the small
chances which exist of peace terminating them;
but he makes use of tbem as a means of carry¬
ing out his political designs on this continent
In this, however, he may overreach himself; for,
though the press is shackled in Frauce, the
manufacturers, as a class, have an interest in
making the true state of the case understood.
Should disaster attend his military operations
in Mexico, the dishonest course that he is pur¬
suing in our roganl will help to precipitate that
downward course towards which his inordinate
ambition is hurrying him.

Fatal Accihunts fiiom Sthkut Orutciuo-
tions..The flutlitig ot the Coroner's jury which
sat upon the inquest in the case of Julia O'Me*-
ra, the poor apple woman, who was run over
and killed by Kngine Company No. 42, ha« ex¬

cited very general surprise. There ia a law
prohibiting the fire companies from using the
sidewalks of the rity except when, in winter,
the centres of the thoroughfares become impas¬
sable from snow. The Coroner took a super¬
ficial view of the bearing of this enactment,
and, in his remarks to the jury, held that nobody
was to blame, the streets being in a bad con¬
dition, and consequently entitling the f^re
company to do what was usual on such occa¬
sions. They accordingly found a verdict ex¬

onerating all concerned. Now it seems to us

that this is a very curious charge and finding.
Blame clearly attaches somewhere.if not to
the fire company, certainly to the city authori-
ties. When the streets are obstructed, as in
this case, tie* firemen should be allowed to use

the sidewalks, but it is the business of the city
to keep the public thoroughfares free from im¬

pediments, and, omitting to do so, it should be
bold liable for all accidents occurring through
its negligence. The Coroner failed in bis duty
in not directing the jury in this sense; but tha

family of the decearod woman have not the
less a legal claim against the Corporation, if

they choose to enforce it.

THE WAV r.

Knottrg,2.--WbiUj<.'y's battery Keokuk Las had anew

connecting valve put on board, and is u«w nearly ready
for sco. Sbn will be completed next week, and the an.

tboril.ee regard her as one of the most vaiuabto voes.Ua
of our iron clad fleet. The sWleraent tb»l she had not

miflQcieni mean* of egress from the engine rrv.m Is erro¬

neous Ca|>t. Rhlml will command her. Tlic builder of
tins vessel baa Ssk"d permission to accompany ber South,
so greet is bis fsilli in her efficiency.
JrxuTa.10, regular nary built corvette. sailed, for the

result time,frecn Phii.nicipnm on Vnnd'iy. it hasuowj
been ascertained thnt it is the hull with which ibar# is
»" much trouble, and that the imperfections uf f'.ie nn.
cLinory sre of a secondary character. the rne:,.^»t of
Mr l-hnrwisul have hist one great plank it ihelr i.lai' .rio.
The succe-a ni tne Ijvkawmina is also s fact that terieusly
liiierleres with their calculations There ure ;nu'cat..'i.F]
that the eleven -ind Sfiocu nich guns. hliherto raMid]
as monsters in their way, will be eclipsed by orji'ime
of twice their sue. t'entrants bare at.-eadv h.-en r. u|.
lor tiveiily-ineli guns, and exnerlmmit* am mi.r . f. r

twenty live and thirty inch gens. This, with gdub is.
will at least show the progress of war on lac I and e».

Firing guns bv electricity is auother of the o.\nerin."t.tii
of the lew days past.
Commander Preble, who was csabiere«l. Is reinstated

and nider orders for active service.

The Army.
i he headquarters of the Twel th ITnitcd stales infsntry

have lieen transferred ,'rom Fort Hamilton to tbc He'd.
Lieutenant R P. Mirnrraek, ref.unoiiUI Adjutant, and
Drum Major William I owe, with a drum at.d Ofe corps]
and a delxcbmriit of recruits, pissed tbro'igb WarblOftm
on Friday mm Major I. It ttrucn, the J.:ni<»r n .a or

of the rwtini' nt, rumaina at Fort Hamilton to superintend |
tbo recruiting service fur tbc regiment,
SI* or eight otllcort of the Fourth Cnlted States infan-

try, who for several months past hare been on recruiting
a -I Mustering sio". u-e l:i New X 'fk, Msss.ai I, ¦'¦llfVu-
mi>nI snd olsewh'ue, hare hen »r.;«r.-d to run llwir regi-l
no hi it. the Held tn> -nt ' »l'«*'»v|
Sprole, for somu lime executive ettlcer ,nd comtnsnd,r.g
the eriranent |iarly on i.overiuir s lstar.it Captain F. Ii.,|
{tales, and I.'Sutcusut Jobo Muter, recruiting nfltrsrs ei
' 'tTuVtaTis has been relieved by Captain Wm.MM
cns>io, Third t»fantry._
I'll, K.«anrl|.it»lon Uwcsflon In West]

Virginia Convrntlon, %
'.Tassuso, Va., feb IT, UK.

Tlic smandmeut known ad tne 'Wtlley amendment, »J
Inserted by t'ongiers iu the new eouslltutnjo f tfc. ues

| rovi.'.cs for gradual saaqevation. ronmeuciog Jn'y «


