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HEWS FROM WASHINGTON*

PEOCLAMATIOI BT THE PRE81DEIT.

Brownsville, Texas, Opened to Trade
and Commerce.

tepertaat Debate la the Reuse en
the Propeset Sale ef Held.

Another Bill to Chech Gold
Speculation*.

Vhe Conference Committee'* Report
on the Bnrolment Bill,

Vk« Blockade of Browmevllle, Texas, Re*
lax.d~That Port Opened to Commercial
leUrtoerM.

PROCLAMATION BT TBI PRKF1D8NT OP TBS CNITBD
lum.

Whereas, by my proclamation or the 19th of April,
1M1. the ports or the States or South Carolina, Georgia,
AJalami, Florida, Mississippi, Louisiana and Texas were,
for re ns therein set forih, placed under blockade; and
where in tne port ui Lrownsvi'ie, in ihe district of Brazos
Santiago, n the State 01 Texas, has since been blockaded,
but us the blockade of said port may be sa'ely relaxed
with advantage to ibe interests or commerce; now, there
fere, be it knowo thai I.ahkauam List our, President of
the United states, pursuant to the authority in me vested
hp the fifth section of the act of Congress, approved on
the 13th of July, 1801, entitled "Ad act farther to provide
for tne collection of duties on imports and for other pur
pests,'' do hereby declare that the blockade of the said port
af Brownsville shall so far cease and determine from and
after tbis date that commercial intercourse with said
pert, except as to persons, things and information here
(.after specified, inay from ibis date be carried on, sub .

Ret to the laws of the United States, to the regulations
prescribed by tbs Secretary or tne Treasury, and, until
the rebellion shall have been suppressed to soch orders
as may be promulgated by tbo general commanding tbe
deportment or by an officer duly authorized by him and
eammanding at said port.

This proclamation does not authorize or allow the ship-
¦not or conveyance of persons intending to enter the
Oervtce of tbe insurgents, or of things or information
titeoded for their use or for their aid or comfort except
.pon tbe permission of the Secretary or War or some
effimr Only autboi ized by him or tbo following prohibited
articles, namely .Cannon, mortars, firearms, pistols,
tombs, gronadus. powder, saltpetre, sulphur, hails; bul-
tets, pikes, swords, boarding cape.always excepting the
fmatity of .the said grUciee which may be necessary
las Ma defence of the ship and those who compose tbe
mew saddles, bridles, cartridge-bag material, percua-
¦fim and other caps, clothing adapted for uniforms, sail-

tfe>b of al) kinds, bemp ana oordage, intoxicating drinks,
Stoar than beer sod light native wines.
To vessels clearing from foreign ports and destined to

tto port of Brownsville, opened by tbis proclamation,
Boerises will be granted by consols or tbe Catted States
epoo satisfactory evidence that tbe vessel so licensed
will convey no persons, property or information excepted
er prrblbtted above either to or from the said port;
Which licenses shall be exhibited to tbe collector or said
port Immediately on.arrival, and, if required, to any
Officer in charge of tbe blockade: and on leaving said
port every vessel will be required to have a clearance
(Tom tbe Collector of tbe Customi, according
fie law, showing no violations ol the conditions
ef the license. Any violations or said coodi-
Uau will tavolve tbe forfeiture and condemnation or
the vessel and cargo, and tbe exclusion of all parties
goocorned from any farther privilege of entering tbe
Catted Mates during tbe war for any purpose whatever.

la alt respects, except as herein specified, the existing
blockade' remains in full force and effect as hitherto es¬

tablished ami maintained. Nor is It relaxed by this pro-
gtamatioo, except in regard to the port to w bich relaxa-
fiten is or brn been expressly applied.

la witness wbereof 1 bave hereunto set my band and
gamed tbe seal of tbe United States to be affixed.
Done at tbo city of Washington, tbis eighteenth day of

ftoruary, io tbe year of our l.ord one thousand eight
hnadred and sixty four, and of tbe ladependeuce of tbe
Baited Males tbe eigbty-eigblb.

ABRAHAM LINCOLN.
hy tbe President.

Wm. H. Saw a an, Secretary of State.

GENEHAL. NEWS.

Wj»«nii<;Toi, Feb. 18,1864.
Till ARMT OF THB POTOMAC.

It Ml slated tbat tbcrc will be no change In tbe com

I of tbe Army of ihe Poiomic. It Is understood ibst
kl Meade will retain tbe position for tbe next cam¬

paign. There was a reiKirt, bused on excellent Authority,
that General Grant bed recommended General W. S*
toMb lor tbe command or tnst army, bat this recom
manualion will probably remain in Abeyenoe.
ANTICIPATED DESCENT OP RIBBL CRCISKR8 ON TBI

COAST OP CALIFORNIA.
Something of a sensatloo was occasioned in tbe Senate
May by tbe lUtcmenls made by Mr. Connear, relative
.B tbe imperative nereeaity of eendlns a fleet or war

eteamcra to tbe Pacific coast without delay. Tbe autbo.
rKiee have positive tDrormaiion to the eflect that rebel
eteamere have lert Asia lor tbat coest, end reirs are en

lertaimd that great Injury may not only be done our

Beame'C m the Paciflc, but tbat Sin Francinco may be
menaced before our navy can aflbrd tbe requm te pro-
.eelten.

TTIB PROPOftRP PALM OP BOTBRNMBSr BOLD.
Tbe bill re.iortrd by tbe Committee of Ways end

Means, (ranting authority te tbe Secretary or tbe Treae-

ury to sell aurpiua gold In tbe Treasury. nt bis dincre
Moo, occupied tba attention of the Hause for three boure

today. Opinions soem to be very much divided with
il to the advisability of tbe moasure, tbe principal
Rltkm coming from tbe democratic aide of tbe Houae,

Mr. Boutwell, of Massachusetts, having been tbe only
rnpsbiican wbo spoke against it. Fsrnando Wood em¬

braced tbe opportunity to preacb bis usosl peace sermon,

and, as well ee several other members, predicted tbe
moot disastrous results (rem tbe adoption of this policy.
M <s most likely that when tbe committee report It beck
|e morrcw, ee they were Instructed to do, it will pane.
Tbe passage of such a bill, wiiboul tbe actual release of
. dollar of com from tbe Treasury, is expected to

largely reduce tbe premium on gold, as Mr. Chase will
tfken nave It in h» power el any time, tbonld It rale too
bigb, to Utrow sufficient gold on the market to break It

TBI RNB ILMRNT BILL.
The (omrnliter or Coaferenee oa tbe EnrolaMei Ml)

made a report le-day agreeing spoo tbe main feaiurea of
tbe Renate bill, with amendments, and tbe lubatllutiea
ef a few eectkme of tbe Rouee bin. Tbe inmrniUllnr
el three hundred dollars la retained, end e oompromise
M marie in limiting tbaexeaapMon tbareby to one year,
tbe evemptloo of bigb officials m the fienate bill la
stricken eul, leaving an tbe only classes exempt tbe
mentally and physically unlit, and soldiers in the Detd or

bonorabiy discharged. If Urn quota be not Oiled
* any district by one draft, another in to
be made iiDttl tbe number snail be obtained. The
sectloo authorising tbe Secretary of War to assign drafted
pernors with religions scruples against bearing arms to

bmpttai doty, er taking eare of frsedmen, le reported
wltb a proviso confirming such provision to those whose
deportment te consistent wltb tbelr conscientious scru¬

ples against bearing arms. The House provision for the
craning of colored me* Is relawed, with tbe essentia)
modification tbat wbea tbe slave of a loyal master la
drafted aod mustered into tbe service, thereupon
fjch s ave shall be free, and tbe master snail be paid ibe
bout t? of $lbO ". lb' place of its being paid to tbe mas

tor on bis freeing tbe person H was he'd by too com

muter thai he must not be a slave n moment stlor enlist-

Big- M *' understood that thin is the d>e| iod point upon

which a ogdMeI ia expected toBorrow. The report la
signed by Messrs. Wilson, Nesmith and Crimea on the
part of the Senate, and Messrs 8cbeock sad Darning of
the House of Representatives. Mr. Keraan does not eon*

cur in It. The house has not yet taken definite action
on the report of the Committee of Conference.

MrUTART APPOINTMENTS.
Notice has been given members of Oongreas that no

military appointments will be made immediately; bat
that when it is necessary to do so they will be made on
the same basis of representatk»f>s the appoatsacnta a
the departmoo la.

TUB NAVIGATION ON TBI POTOMAC.
Ibo ooM weather baa again threatened to close the

Potomac, loo boats were kept running oenstaatly to¬

day ; bat It Is believed that the low temperature to night
will suspend navigation for a time, except In the narrow

channel kept open between Waabington and Alexandria.
CANADIAN POSTAG I.

The Poet Offioe Departaasot of Canada having, for the
aake of uniformity, consented to so modify the postal ar-

rangsment between the United Statee and Canada of 1861
as to wtablleha uniform postage for letters of ton oeota,
the single rate between Canada and1 all parts of tb#|Dnlted
States, it Is ordered by Postmaster General Blair that
¦in future the international postage charge upon all letters
between Canada and any part of the United States shall
bo ten cents*the single rata for half an ounoa or under.
prepayment optional.without regard to difference of dis¬
tance or route or conveyance.

APPOINTMENTS CONFIRMED.
The Senate to-day in executive session confirmed the

nomination of Horace James, of Massachusetts, to bo an
ass etant quartermaster, with the rank of captain, and
Charles Hatchings, of Oregon, to bo Indian agent for the
Territory of Idaho.

THIRTY-EIGHTH CONGRESf.
FIRST BE88ION.

IfRltS.
WaauNGTON, Fob. 18,1884.

THX PAY or SOLMBRS.
Mr. Morgan, (rep.) or N. Y., presented a petition from

citizens of New York praying for the equalization of the
pay of all soldiers in the army without regard to color.
Ordered to 1 ie on the table.

woocragbkknt or kmkiratios.
Mr. Sbxrman, (rep.) of Ohio, from the Agricultural

Committee, submitted a bill, accompanied by a report, to
encourage emigration. Ordered to be printed.

This bill appoints a Commissioner of Immigration aa an
officer in the Department of State, at a salary of 82,600, to
be assisted by one clerk of tbe first class and one of the
tbird class. He shall collect information of tbe soli, cli¬
mate, mineral resources, agricultural products, rates of
wages, prices of labor, means of communication, and tbe
wants and industrial interests or the United Slates, lor
dissemination throughout Europe in a concise end popular
form, the cost or printing Wbieb shell not exceed twenty
thousand dollars in one year. Correspondence with
consuls is required, who shall furnish mani¬
fests of emigrants taking passage to the United
States. An emigrant ofBoe la to ha established
at New York, under charge of a superintendent, with a
salary of two thousand dollars, who shall procure and
regulate the transportation of Immigrants. Officers are
forbidden to accept faea or become interested in lands
for sale to immigrants. Tbe President is also authorized
to appoint another superintendent in New Orleans.

- DISTRICT ov. OOM'MBIA BCM1NB8.,
This being the day set apart for tbe consideration or

the. business of tbe District of Columbia, it was ordered
that tbe Mayors of Georgetown and Washington be ad¬
mitted to the floor. Numerous bills, rotating exclusively
to tbe District, were, oa motion of Mr. Grirms called up
and passed, among them was a bill for tbe education of
youths outside of the limits of Washington and George¬
town.

Mr. Wilson, (rop ) of Mass , by unanimous consent,
presented the report ef the Committee of Conference on
the Enrolment bill.
Mr. HuNitticKs, (opp.) of Iod., moved that tbe report

be printed..
Mr. Gkimbs, (rep.) of Iowa, thought tbie an unusual

course.
Mr. Wilson bad not beard of such a precedent before

on a conference report.
Ibe ayes end noes were demanded on a motion to print,

and tbe vow resulted eleven ayes against twelve boss.
Tbe Clbbk suspended the reading of the report.
Oo a motion of Mr. Wilkinson, (rep.) of Minn., to re¬

consider the vote by which tbe mot ion to print bad been
rejected, the motion wan earned, and tbe consideration
of the sub,ect postponed until to-morrow, when tbe re¬
port will be printed.

LiUTaii1 or ooltmbia btsinbss.
11m Feaale again returned to the consideration of the

District of Columbia business.
IRiMin Of SAILORS prom thr ASMT TO TBS NAVT.

Mr. Cornbbs, (rep.) of Cel., introduced the following
joint resolutions:.
First.That the Provost Marshal General be. and be la

hereby, directed to enliet euch person- ae may desert to en¬
ter the naval service oi me United r< tittee, under such di¬
rection* aa may b«- given by Die Secretary ol War and the
gecretary of ibe Navy, which enlistments shall be credited
to the appropriate district, provided, nevertheleas, that in¬
asmuch as persona enlisted in ttie naval service receive
prir.e money; persons so enlisting shall not be entiliSi to
waive any bounty upon their enlistment.
.Sem,i</.That tbe President o' tbe United States mar,

whenever In hie mdgment the public service requires, au¬
thorize and direct the transfer of per-on* who base heen
employed in service, and are now enlisted in regiments for
land service, from such regiments to tbe naval service, upon
such terms ano according to such rules and regulations as
he may prescribe, provided, nevertheless, that the nuintier
ef transfers from any company »r regiment shall not be so
great as to redrn e such company or regiment below the
ininlmnm or strength required bv the regulations of lha
military service, and provided further that such sum as
may have heen pa d to persons so transferred as bounty for
enlistment to tbe military service, shall he transferred from
the recruiting fund of the naval service to the credit of tbe
proper appr pi iation for the land service.
On motioo of Mr. Grimb to following amendment was

added
Resolved. That there shall be paid to each enlisted able or

ordinary eeassan. herealter enlisted into the naval service,
anaovsneem three months' pay as a bocutv, to he refund¬
ed to the Treasury from any prize money to which such en
listed seaman may he entitled.
Ibe joint resoletion aa amended was adopted
Mr. Conwbb explained that tbe joint reeointloo gives

discretionary pernor to the President to transfer seamen
enlisted in tho army to tbe navy, and to Bake up crews
for sbtpa of war to be sent to tbe Pacific coast. The Navy
Department were ready to send ships to tbs Pacific coast
lor its protection; but by reason of tbe grant bounties
paid to the soldiers tbe Navy Department could not get
sailors, and this provision was to meet this difficulty, and
to enable tbe government to send such a fleet to tbe
racific, aa wall as give it ample protection against any
attack.

sxs< rni ssbbior.
Tbe Senate. on motion of Mr. Lm, (rep.) of Ind , went

into executive session, and shortly afterwards adjourned

Havn of RiprcHBtativri.
Waaai*«Tos, Feb. 18, 1864

iit ARSIIV11. AT ROCK WlAlfP.

Tbe House peered tbe bill providing for tbe government
obtaining possession from tbe private owners of Rook
Island, Illinois, on wbtcb to erect an arsenal, ai hereto
fore provided for by law.

BIT.L COSCaaslKG 1IMTKS.

Mr. Bot rwsi 1, (rep.) of Mass., from tbe Judiciary Com¬
mittee, reported a bill, wtlce passed, enabling commis¬
sioners or gaardiane of luoatics, appointed In tbe eeveral
states or in foreign coutries, to act within tbe District of
Columbia.

a mm onsrsasmo oou> rosnurrs.
Mr Clat, (rep.) of Ky., introduced a bill, which was

referred to tbe Committee on Ways and Mesas, providing
that when a special or express contract has been made
since tbe first of January, IMS,or shall hereafter be made
upon tbe deposit or loan of gold, for tbe payment of such
loan or deposit to gold, nothing shall be a legal tender for
the discharge of such contract or or any judgment ren¬
dered thereon but gold, any law to tbe contrary notwith
standing.

Ttnm«* voimnna ctgivum.
Mr. Gammon, (rep.) of Ohio, Introduced e bill, which

was referred to tbo Committee on Military Affaire, to or¬
ganize a regiment ef veteran volunteer engineers,

res sat a ov trasLcs coi n is rna raaasrsv.
Mr. imsanoo Woon. (opp.jof N. Y., called the at ten

ties of the House to the necessity of some Immediate
disposition of tbejoint resolution sought to bo reported
yesterday, authorizing the fecrotary of tbe Treasury to
sell tbe surplus gold oo baad at hie pleasure. Tbe mora
propositus baa unsettled tbe market ef New York. It
has deranged tbo beets of commercial transactions, ft
has derange I our exchangee end the value of commodi¬
ties. and be bad been ap|«aled to by leading bankers to
have acme dhposillou mads of tbo subject.

1 hare being no obteetoo,
Mr. Hoorsm, (rep.) of Maes from tbo Committee oa

Ways and Means, reported tbe joint resolution authoris¬
ing tbe secretary of the freesery .from time to time' to

sell, at bis discretion, tbe gold to tbo Treasury over and
above tbe amount which, in bis opinion, may be neces¬

sary to pay tbe interest on tbe public debt and fal other

^kk^toinrmi explained tbe resolution, rod raid that on

Saturday lest, as he understood, the amount oft gold oa
band was 118.800,000. snd of this rum 118.200,000 weren
the 8ub-Trea6ury in Now York. Tbo estimates from now
to July 1 will increase the amount by irom sixteen to
eighteen milliooa, making at tbe latter period ttawty-
seven minion The requirements for gold from now
until July 1, to makn payincuts of interest on the public
debt will hp ion than twenty four millions, which
will iseve an eicevs of from eleven to thir
teen (culmmi which may t>e disposed of. The
gent'email from ilblo (Mr <iox) bad asked
"What would be the eflet l of giving tbo projosed author
i«y Co the Secretary of U.o "n osur? Ib<s whs rather
difficult to answer, and he should* refer to tw efforts or
ifung" hy nay oi illuetrniioi liprtleinen might rt ineni
hor 11.1-1 (ho other day reference was built to a letter
from Mr unoir. ih wfuuh lie ml¦itc" hi« rebel fistula to
get up tlio prior of go d un the true v uy oi si tucking our
gcriiiiiicut tie (Mr, Hooper) tliougfit uu> tths t ei

tbta resolution would bo rather to discourage the plan* of
tboee gentlemen, wbo are disposed to follow Lamar a

suggestion, aa it would be Impossible for them'to effect
tbelr object when tbe Secretary of tbo Treasury exer¬
cise* tbe authority now sought to bo conferred.

Mr. Pxddikton, (opp.) of Ohio, differed from his col-
leagues on,tbo Committee of Ways and Means Tbe pas¬
sage of tbe resolution would be eery unfortunate. Tbe
Secretary of the Treasury bow has power to buy golo
when be tbiubs It necessary, and ibis resolution pro¬
posed to give him power to sell. thus giving bim power
to oontrol the mouey market wbeuaver bo tblnka proper.
Beeidea, tbe amount of gold was so comparatively small
that it would afford but little, ir any, relief to tbe gov¬
ernment
Mr. Mai lobt, (opp) of Ky., a atember of ihe Committee

on Ways and Means, inquired whether anybody knew
what was tbe desire of the Secretary of tbe Treasury on
this subject. Tbe Secretary bad neither communicated
with tbe committee or Congress, ad to tbe propriety of
conferring tbis additional pawar of aeNing gold.

Mr. Psabisras, resuming, said tbat be would not en¬
trust this delicate power to n single bend of a department.
Be did not intend to any an uokiod word derogatory to
tbe Secretary, but, be repeated, be would not trust nay
officer with tbe power IS boy and ael) gold.tbua giving
bim an opportunity to rales or depress tbe market in tbat
particular. Within tbe next four months there la to be paid
^Unmrmt^^^^bli^abt,sweater MBoun^^goldthan we now have no band. What Was now proposed
was a transaction in wbleb no mun would engage wbo
managed bis'own private aflpirs.
Mr/Brooks, (opp.) of N. Y., showed that our Imports

largely exceeded oar exports, tbe former making exten¬
sive drains upon tbe specie of tbe country. We bad be¬
come so extravagant, owing to the superabundance of
paper matey, that the agriculturists have almost ceased
to labor, white nearly everybody is attempting td specu¬
late, and are deserting their tsrms and over populating
our cities. We should not, by such an expedient as is
now proposed, cut loose from our anchor.ine basia of
the credit of our government.and throw all our gold
upon tbe market in order to buy paper. Be repeated
tbat tbe cnrse of tbe country was tbe over Importation of
luxuries, sucb aa rilks, ratios and cxabmer* shawls, and
if gold would rise high enough to slop importations it
would bj tue greatest blessing of whiob we could
buve any conception He argued tbat tbe
public laiib is solemnly pledged to devote
tbe reclpts or gold to tbe payment oi the internet on tbe
public debt. Here waa tbe law of Ifcuih 11 there was a
surplus of specie in tbe Treasury, let tbe Secretary, if be
will, anticipate tbe iwyment of tbe interest on tbe na¬
tional debt falling due in July next. The President baa
tb sword, and, through the Secretary of tbe Treasury,
tue purse, and be therefore stands forth tbe impersona¬
tion of despotism if be cbooees to exercise it. Tbe Secre¬
tary of tbe Treisnry bus tbe manufacture and disposition
of thousands of millions in paper money. He believed
tbat tbe Secretary was an honest and upright man: but
never, in tbe whole course of bis public life, bad be seen
an officer more surrounded with thieves and robbers.
He could name a dozen whose standing was
sucb tbat neither republicans nor democrats
would trust tbem with their private affairs, and now tbe
proposition is to give tbe Secretary of tbe Treasury
power over tbe money .market of tbe country. Let us
hold fast to tbg specie basis.

Mr. 8tbbuins, (opp.) of N. T., maintained'that tbe
House itaelr. with great unanimity, should have origi¬
nated a bill requesting and directing tbe Secretary*of tbe
Treasury to use tbe gold accumulating in tbe Treasury
beyond its requirements, and not have waited dor tbe
Secretary to intimate a wish for it. Re eaid tbat tbe
government was boarding gold from neeessiiy, because
there was no legal way or parting with it. In couse
quence of tbe Interest on tbo funded debt
gold wks daily becoming more eearce.so scarce
tbat tbe large trausactloug||oaiisad by lb'x customs,
by tbe export demand, by contracts maturing in Wall
street and on tbe Stock Exchange, through sterling ex
cbaoge transactions, by tbe gold room transactions, and
through tbe traffic at tbe noiela, were tending to eubance
Its value, an<< consequently tbe value of all tbo necessa¬
ries or life. It was simply a question as to whether tbe
government abould continue to occupy tbis position or
wbetber they should be empowered tp sal! at tbe market
price all the gold tbat they did not require fbr tbe special
Krpoees Indicated by tbe laws Be believed that the

retsry of the Treasury would as# tbe power with wis¬
dom tbat all bis efforts looked.In that direction, and that
tbe Bouse bad no good reason to doubt tbat bo would
continue'to manage bis dapaHment in the nme way
He regarded tbe question as .purely one of interest to all
classes ot the community and the necessities of the na¬
tion, and not in aay way political, end be sbould govern
bis vote accordingly.
Mr. GannsLi', (rep.) of Ohio, made an estimate as to

tbe receipts into the Treasury. Tbey were at tbe rata
of four hundred thousand dollars a day In July next
twenty.tbreo millions and a half are to be paid out in
coin, and that was every dollar wnicb tbe government
was pledged to pay on the 1st of tbat month. There
would then remain a surplus, on tbe basils of tbo preeeut
receipts, greatly exceeding the eetimatea. There would
be fifty and a half millions in gold In tbe Treasury ou tbe
1st of July, and there was so law to enable tbe Secre¬
tary to dispose of this sum. Ha fMr. Garfield) said, in
conclusion, tbat great ware were not conducted with
gold, but witb paper.

Mr. tiotTWHj., (rep.) oT Meet., Mid that the Orel
security of public credit is faith. All public officers
should be held to a rigid raspooaibility. By
laxauoo and judicious lagMlaltoo they had provided far
the payment or the interest on the pu blic debt, and de
signaled tbe medium in which It should be paid. They
bad guaranteed by legislation, sanctioned by public
opinion, ibnt tbe interest on tbe pnblic debt should be
paid In specio. They were tnld that tbey were to have A
surplus oT gold, but be did not ooncur iu tbe statement of
tbe gentlemau from Ohio (kr. UarUeid). If the proposi
tion now pending should Dot be acoepted be would move
an amendment antborlring tbe >ecretarr or tbe Treasury
to anticipate tbe psymebt or tbe July interest, from time
to time, at tbe rate of six per cent, in gold, and thus re
deem tbe coupoos. Tbe true way to relieve tbe Treasury
of its surplue of coin was to pay it out in this way.

Mr. Fxh.va.nd© Wood, (opp.) of N. Y., deprecated tbe
character or that species of legislation and executive
action which resorted to ibme temporary expedients.
While he did not propose to dtc*oss tbe immediate quss
tion before tbe House in s factious or partisan spirit,
candor compelled him toaay that the fundamental error
waa in tbe financial system adopted by tbe adminiatra
tion It was baaed on an utterly false principle It was
neither new norfisafe It bad been tried by other couu
tries, and ireqoently by enterprising Wall street finan
clsrs, and in every case bad led to like results.namely,
rum, bankruptcy and repudiation There was no mys
tery In this question, it was simply whether an indi¬
vidual or a government could sustaiu itself long by rely¬
ing upon borrowing, and not up->n legitimate sources of
revenue. He appealed to the rapreaeutatives of tie-
government to bring forward some propositions which
would enable us to pass through tbe present ter
rtble ordeal without bankruptcy and rum. Tbe
imminent danger of a ooiiapee in tbe pnblic
credit should .vim mlab tbem that, by mathe¬
matical calculations, soother three years.end we

may have ten years of tbte war.will sod not only in the
collapse of tbe Treasury, but in tbe proetratton 01 all tbe
national interests of tbe people.

Mr. Kiwr, (rop.) of lows, wonld so far depart from
tbe queslion as to say tbst if tbe gent eman who bad pisl
taken bis seat and his friends would endeavor to nolle
tbe North to a solid phalanx to suppress tbe rebellion by
force of arms, tbe soldiers fur wbora these gentlemen pro¬
fess to sympathize would soon be permitted to reiura t-
tbelr homes As lo the pending resolution. It did not
propose to sell tbe amonnt of gold on hand. but ouly the
surplus not needed for the payment of interest on tbe
pnblic debt It only appropriated tbe surplus beyond tbe
wants ot tbe government. U did not. therefore, touch,
or come In conflict with tbe public faitb. No gentleman
could say tbe Secretary of tbe Treasury ever violated tbe
public obligations It was true the resolution gives the
Secretary tbe discretion t<> sell, but this was absolutely
necessary to render tbe measure effective.

Mr. KLbaiMiB, (opp.) of Wis., would ask whether the
Secretary bad not already disposed of gold as proposed in
this reslutton. He understood that tbe Secretary bad
heretofore thrown gold on the market
Mr. Kaieo* asked Mr. Mdridge to give b« authority.

He did not believe it
Mr. Davw, (rep.) ef Jt. T., said tbe Secretary told biro

tbst not one dollar bad been disposed of contrary to law.
Mr. Aiurr, (rep.) of Mass., was understood to make a

similar statement
Mr EumiDos thought he learned to from the gentle

man from Massachusetts (Mr. Hooper.)
Mr. Hooraa replied that if tbe gentleman got sucb an

Impress Ion. be misunderstood bun.
Mr Kxflsow concluded bis remarks, sod regarded the

passage of tbe resolution as necessary to enable tbe Sec¬
retary to check gold speculations.

Mr. Dtmont, (rep.) of Ind., sold be ems in favor of tbe
restoration of tba government. At nil events one way to
put an end to tbe war waa by the bayonet sad the naked
¦ward. Another was to concede all the rebels tsk, and
to say tbey were right and tbe Northern people wrong.
Another way waa to now fell back on the specie oasis in
tbe payment or our debts aud obligations thai would
end tbe war. But hit opposition to this resolution was
cm s different ground ha bad as disposition to quarrel
With the government. It did not come Into power
by tbe etd of bis vote; bat e quarrel witb
tbe goversmsst was to help to parolyso
lis arm. Ho was opposed to tho resolution, because its
peasge would tavoive s violation of public raith It
would turn the Treasurer's eCes into s grant broker's
shop. He offered en ssMedmsnt in lbs form of a pro¬
viso, tbst tbe secretary of tbe Treasury shall sot sell
any gold under Ibis act without the advice aod consent of
the other Executive departments or lb# government,
sod tbst tbe operation ef this set shall cense at the ex¬
piration ot oca year.
Mr. Coat, (opp.) of Ohio, roodtfod as amendment

which he offered at an early stags of tbe proceedings, so
ss to read .
Provided, that before any such sals shell take rises at

feast Ave days'public notice ebsii be gtveu of the time sad
place for receiving bids; and provided, further, that tse
Betretary of theTreasury was if he deems it for tbe is-
'cruel Of the Tie »ury, withdraw from tho market gold
ottered at any time beinre a bid is actually accepted.

Mr. Oox said be 1tamed that fifteen null Iocs more
were required to pay tbe interest on tho public debt than
would ho received from customs. If tbe gold waa said,
it would have to be ffougbt hack again

Mr. Bievtss. (rep.) of I's., said be dtd not expect the
diecuseion woald last all day. He found that tbe soar
chants of New York did not desire relief, and tnst, ac¬
cording to teetr repreeoetativm, they would rather he
ground between the upper and nether miistonse Three
important amendments had been offered, winch it might
he better to inmrporate to this resolution >n some shape,
end tberelnre be moved to recommit lie resolution,
witb leave to report to-morrow.

turn was ugrood U>
»*vwgsi or CASKS

The Hones pbe«ed a hill npp"vipri.«lmn f.biiod to pay
tascn ru government lands id ilM) Wont

son vt to hit s jMcrnh' huutigar
Mr Ikeu., (syy<) i'1 N V front th Military (eim

mlita«' vepevfnvk* Mht resotutMH ehpkMsihtrv of curiam
si ot ion,'<>i"ei He ebpta tend that in my i-umon.- hud

be* sent tutber from several of lbe Stated, and under
tbe instructions ol the Committee oo Military Alburn lie
bed reported toe resolution. Under Ibe tile referred
to ibo Presided i tu.d uelled oat militia for nine
¦wotee, *ad a large number bed received ibe
tweasy ftve doiiare bounty. Tbe rveolution simply
expietoed that others might alao receive Ibat amount. It
wee ee aet of justice to the soldiers.
Tbe jam t resolution was passed

HUKSAIJ on SkKJCI MRU'S MTilM.
Ike House resumed tbe eouetderetMO of tbe bill to

eetabtWb a bureau lor freedmeo's affairs.
Mr Ctoie, (rep.) of CaJ.,spots la favor of tbe measure

eodof tbe employment «>f nogro seldiere, (Que streaglb-
en log tbe national arm to cruab tbe rebeliieo.

Without further proceedings, at belf pent four o'clocb
tbe Ueeee adjourned.

MILITARY AFFAIR?.

Arrival and Reception off tbe Ftsat Haw
York Caralry.

rARADE THROUGH TUB CITY.RffVtBW III TBI CITY
HALL PARK.DIMNBR AT JBrPBlUtON MARUT DRILL

1 BOOM.GENERAL M'CLBLLAN PRffSBNT AN BN-
THC8IABTIC BBCBPTION TO TEB LATB COMMANDER.
Tbe First New York cavalry. Colonel A. T. McReynolds,

having remisted for tbe wer, arrived ia this city yes¬
terday, and were the recipients of e most cordial and
hearty reception at Ike hands of tbe public * well * tbe
cRy aotboritiee. All wbo are in any manner conversant
with tbe bislory of tbe prevent war cannot fail to recog¬
nize the First Naw York cavalry as one of tbe best and
bravest regiments in tbe service, and the reception ac¬
corded to these veterans yesterday afternoon was nothing
bat what was due to their gallantry while in active ser¬

vice.
At tbree o'clock tbe returning regiment filed through

the Park, accompanied by tbe Seventh regiment! National
Guard, Colonel lefferts. They were reviewed by Mayor
Guntber, accompanied by a targe delegation of tbe Com¬
mon Council, riierb was a large crowd of eiiectatorr con¬
gregated in tbe Park at tbe time, who loudly cheered the
returning volunteers. The men or tbe First presented a
fine appearance. They looked, indeed, like veterans in
every sense of tbe word, lbeir brouzed and hardy
features betokened the bard service through which tboy
bad passed, while their marching and general movements
proved the excellent military training which tbey bad
received at the hands of their officers. The route of the
procession was up Broadway to Eighth Street, along
Kigbtb street to -ixth avenue, and thence up to the Jef¬
ferson market drill rooms, where tbey sat down to a

splendid collation, provided by the city authorities.
After tbe solders bad properly appeased their appe¬

tites Alderman Hardy, as chairman of tbe Committee on
National Adairs, welcomed tbe regiment in an eloquent
and appropriate speech. He enumerated the many valua¬
ble services which tbey bad rendered the country, aud
concluded by toasting tbe "Health of the First New York
cavalry."

Col. McReynous responded in a lengthy speech. He
also alluded to tbe services which the First New York
cavalry bad rendered the government. When they
returned with lees than one third their number,
be could but look upon them * a Spartan
band. The gallant Colonel concluded by returning thanks
for the boepitabie and kind manner in which he had been
received In the city of New York.
Alderman Hardy next proposed the toast of tbe officers

of tbsFirst New York cavalry. Major Quinn responded,
and introduced the Kev. Mr. Parker, who also apolu at
some length. General Wetmore followed.
Alderman Hardy then read tbe rol|owing relative to tbe

regiment .
HEzDQrzRTCBS, DSPZRTM>NT 0V WESTS RR VlRi.lRU, I

Feb. 14, 1*64.
Major F. Quins, Commanding First regiment New York
Cavalry .¦Rtvalrv

¦ l deaira to acknowledge the valuable sen Ice* you have
rendered doting the tune you bare be* atjaubsd to tile
First division. The gallantry and zeal displayed by the
officers and men on all occasions, and the promptitude with
which you have discharged your arduous duties, have been
excelled by no other cavalry regiment In the United States
service, f trust yon will meet with ibat beartv welcome > ou
so well deserve, and thai at the expiration of your furtoush
you iney rejoin my command. I am, very respeetfulty,

JAMBS C. 80U.IV AN, Brigadier General.
Scarcely had Alderman Hardy ceased rending the docu¬

ment, when Uensral McUellan was announced to be com¬
ing Into tbe room. The wildest excitement here Mixed
.very soldier present. Cheer upon cheer weut up in the
most enthusiastic manner, In the midst of which "Little
Mac" entered, smiling and bowiug He was immediately
surrounded, end after a bard tussle, amid cheering, baud
shaking and innumerable blessings pOured upon bis head,
the General at length succeeded in reaching tbe bead of
the room, where the officers of tbe regtment, together
with the Invited guests, were seated, f'ol. McReynolds
then Introduced tbe General In n lew flattering remarks,
when tbe latter gentleman mounted on a chair, and was

again met with a perlect storm of cheers, which lasted
for several mtnutee. Order being at length restored,
General UcClelian spoke a» follows .My friends and

comrades.1 came here not to make a speech to yon. but
to welcome you home nod to express the pride 1 have
nlways felt in your cartes- not only, when you were

" ate* *~ "WtSb in*)1 but since 1 left the Army or tbe Potomac.
You have been flgbting battles under others than your
late commander. I can tell you now, conecU-atlously
and truly I urn proud of yufl to every respect. There is
not one stain ou your career, not a line of it ef wbtch
you, your State nod your country may not be proud. I
congratulate you on the resolution that so many of you
bave formed- in your desire to re-enter tbe service. I
bope and 1 know that your future career will be as glori¬
ous as your past. 1 have one other hope, and ibat is
that we may yet servo together acme time again.
At tbe end of tbe General's s|x-ecb, cbeer up >o cheer

again burst forth,and It was with tbe greatest exertions
that the- soldiers could be kept Irom laying hands on
"Little Mac and overpowering him with embracer.
Tory insisted upon another speech and a clearer view of
General Met le! Ian, when that geutieman had again to
mouot tbe chair, saying:.My friends, now I shar have
to bid you guodby. I propose the health of tbe First
New York cavalry.
The General then, with much difficulty, took his depar¬

ture, being subjected to a similar quantity of band shak¬
ing, embracing. Ac.
Mr. P. Reed, being called upon,said tbat Mrs. McClellan

had remarked that she was very sorry she could Dot go
around to tbe Jefferson market and shake every one of
them (the regiment) by tbe band.

Alter some further remarks the soldiers dispersed,
highly pleased with their reception and entertainment.
Tbe following are tbe officers of tbe regiment .Colonel,

A. T. McReynolds: Major. Timothy Qulnn Major, 1>. H.
Harkine. Captains. Ahnan Jones, J. R. Stearns. J. e.
Uattersby, C. H. Bailey. R. H. O. Hertzog, K. S. Pren-
lorgaet, F. ltossegger, J. B. Stevenson; First Lieutenants,
F. G. Martiodale.P. A Piehrow, C. Thompson, Fredk.
I»aber, A. C. Hlntoo, C. B. Knowles; Second I leuteoauls,
C. A. New, Poiudexter; Adjutant, A. I'utltn, Quar¬
termaster, Wm. Alexander.

.}
Tli* TweRty-Bfth Mew York Cavalry.

(tree IA I' ORDERS.NO. 60.
War DvAtmnKT, Apjivavt Dsmmai > Oimi,'

Wauinctox, Feb 4,IBM.
14. The following regiments, now organizing in the re-

spectlve Statee, are hereby assigned to tbe Ninth army
corpe, under tbe comntau.t of Ma,or General Burnside.
Twenty fifth New York cavalry.

. ..... «

By order of the RFCRF T4RY OF WAR.
E. D. Towjmurr, Aeeataot Adjutant General

Sword Preeeatatlon.
I lentenant A. 8. Splerre, of Battery F, Sixteenth New

York artillery, now lying at Gloucester Point, Ya., was
presented by the memhere of Battery F with a magnlf.-
cent eword, belt and aeah, on Saturday, February 13.
The scabbard a heavily plated with silver, and hand¬
somely mounted with gold. Tbe blade is a Sue Soimgen,
inlaid with geld. Tbe scabbard bears the following in-
scriptiouPraasuted to Lieut A. H. Spierre by the
members of Battery F, Mxteeotb N. Y. V artillery, ae a
tokeo of tbelr regard. Gloucester Point, Vs., Feb 10,
ISM."

The Death of Coloael Cornyw.
A court martial wee convened et Memphis, Teea.. at

wblch Lieutenant Colonel William P. Bowen, fentb Mm
louri cavalry Yolsnteers, waa tried for maliciously and
wilfully shooting and killing Colooel Florence M (ornvn,
of the earn# regtmeot, on or about tbe 10th of August,
is(t3 To thia charge Lieutenant Colonel Bowen pleaded
.not guilty," nod after e trial tbe court found bitn "not
guilty an charged, the homicide being justifiable " Tbe
pr sooer wee therefore acquitted. To this finding Gsee
rai Burlbut protested, and bw rroteet was published in
full, ta General Ordsre.No. «, Vlcksburg, Oct. 14.1M3.
i.eoeral Grant, tberefora, disapproved of tbe finding of
tbe court, and dtamlsaed I.teuieoant Colonel Bowen from
tbe service.

>e llgai ef the Africa.
Namvax, Feb. IS.11 F. M.

So signs of tbe Africa. Llgbt north wind. Cloudy.
Bona Oat of Beiersth.

TO TBI EDITOR OP THE BBEALD.
1 perceive that tbe ladtea engaged in tbe Metropolitan

Fair enterprise have resolved to aster I tbelr digatty and
independence, and to adhere to tbeir original determina¬
tion to bare rattling embraced in tbe programme, despite
the recent fnlminatioe of certain byperrr'.t cal clergy-
sot' Thie te all right and very good. But this is not
ths only good tbtBf tale controversy has pn dined It
bus provoked inquiry into tbe Scriptures, bv which rome
of your oootemporartee have hero enabled to ascertain
hew frequently >netancee of casting lots occur therein.
With all tbelr researches, however, ibev seem to have
overlooked the most remarkable instance of lot casting re-
ccriled in the sacred pages, whioD was whon J.ot'i wife
was fast into a pillar of salt

Your* Calcndar-Thls Day.
ut'iMWEUN'M.Cutierv.fart 1-"best aneew. Now.

JM1. 1126 1A64. Ifi'iT, 1T49, HIB.1TM K 3« Bart 3
is Onane street.ki<*< 3M tMB, lOBfi. 965. IB9, 1^(17,
1313 BR4 1MB, Mg MBt, 1SB, Ml AM 9M>, 6TB, 1139,
it*, hid tv.Ti
ft tan* Covet. Tki/t l>«w f url I- 'lot .<'11,331.1,

3817 <4.17 <3M, .tMip, .<h|| sg|g ML 3611 3a 19.
3631. 3633 Mi Mil Part Nfw .Hid, gl-0 Wl,
c.:<4 MBC srtti, I: Ik) v.iv, ;(.,P4. :*(.#<), <1441 :«H0,

<5.4 .<<(. .«.«»
fswrat osteitims I'imm trial e vm awtkwfMd tieoo

Ml tern. to scssim Ritty at < lreA,i <. ck» v

INTERESTING REBEL NEWS.
Conflicting Report* Abont Johntton'i
Armjf.Non-4 ombatnnfi to Mo¬
bile.Com of the Blockade Banner
Denbigh, Ac.

Cnamn, Fdb. IB, 1864.
A Chattanooga despatch says the information from

Urn rebel army » cocirudieiory, Some declare tbat
Johnstone entire fere* in around l mlton otbera say
large porticus, including the arl*IUesy, at Kingston, have
gone to reinforce loogstreet. John Murgaa is said to be
10 the vlcknty of Daltoo with a consider able cavalry
force, preparing for a raid.
Geo. Watia, of Alabama, haa telegraphed to the citizens

of Selma to prepare to reeeire non-com»»atants from Mo¬
bile, ae tbat place was sooa to be attacked by the Utilou
troope.
The ateamer Denbigh waa loat recently wbil* attempt

ing to run the blockade from Mobile.
The Mobile papers think Sherman'a plan la to penatrate

to Central Alabama, And thus compel the evacuation of
Mobile.
There are eo m«icatlone In the newa reports that Grant

Is preparing for active operations.

GENERAL KELLEY'S DEPARTMENT.
Bxtenslvre Rebel Preparations for a

Movement Along the Virginia and
Tenneaeee Railroad.Capture of a Noted
Guerilla and Otlter Prisoners, Ac.

Kit. T. C. WILSON'S DESPATCH.
flFJiDtll aRTItBS. DBP4RTHBNT Or WmiRRN VIRGINIA, >

t. ;Feb. 18, 1804.
From reports of deserters and refugees, It is evident

tbat the rebels are making extensive preparations along
tba line of the Virginia and Tennessee Itallroad, either
apprehending an advance from us or preparing for an

offensive movement themselves.
Guerillas are active in the Kanawha region.
Enlistments of negroes are brisk at Cumberland.
Ul.t Dan Dusky, of Calhoun county, West Virginia, and

seventeen other prisoners, were eaptnred in Webster
county, by a detachment of the Tentb West Virginia
regiment. Dusky is probably the roost notorious guerilla
character in the Slate. At the breaking out of the rebel¬
lion he raised a guerilla company, and took to the moun¬

tains and woods with them. Among the number were

his three sons and daughter Kancy. In 1861 he
robbed the mail and Post Office in Jackson county,
for which be was tried by a Union oourt and sent to the

penitentiary. Some time last year, through the interpo¬
sition of friends, be was pardoned by the President, upon
conditions that be would be a loyal citizen; but Instead
of that, upon being released, be took to his old habits,
and afterwards became more active and vindictive than
he was before. General Kelley, no doubt, will place blm
where be will not do much injury for some time to come.

Lieutenant Snodgraas, of Martlnaburg, was one of the
robbers of the passengers on the Baltimore and Ohio
Railroad train. Bnodgrass took a scarf from off' the neck
of one of the lady passengers, besides committing other
disreputable acts.
Weather fair, but very cold.

TENNE8SEE FOB THE UNION.
The people of Tennessee are inaugurating public meet-

tngs, to take plane throughout the entire State, to elicit,
in the most general End unquestionable mannais the pa¬
triotic feelings or the people. A meeting waa held on the
27th alt. at Kingston, Roane county, called for the par-
pose of oonsulting as to the best plan to reslora civil law
and order, and to adopt such measures to that end as the
exigencies of the times demands. The different districts
of tbe county were, wilb one exoeptlon, all represeated.
The meeting waa organized by the appointment of Win.

Kills, Esq., as chairman. Messrs. Wm. 8. Ration and N.
A. Patterson were appointed secretaries. Colonel Sher¬
man, commanding brigade. Colonel Byrd, commanding
poet. Colonel J. T. Shelly and Lieut. Colonel Young, depu
ty Provost Marshal, by Invitation attendod the meeting.
A series of resolutions with preambles were reported,
some oi which ware as follows:.
Whereas, in tbementh of February, ISA, (he people of

Tennessee. by a moat dscidsl vole, at the ballot boa. de¬
clared their opposition to th. tide of secession ihea ¦ratling
ii. polKioom way through the Gulf State.. and whence. In
Mar of the am rear, the disloyal Governor of our Stat*
called together what unfortunately happened to t>e a dls-

.¦ .riM br "loyal Legi-luture, which, goaded forward hr the aeceaain_
treasure, not only within but from without the limit, of the
tnie adopted, prawn-ally. an ordinance or secession; and

whereas, mid act of legislative secession waa a« a mailer
of mock formality, auhmlued to a vole of the people in June
following, but without allowing any thing like a free dlscus-
aton of tha grat r matters at ietue before the people, cava la
the Eastern portion of the Btste: and that there.namely, in
East Tennoea»e, an overwhelming majority of yotes waa
frowninglv cast against amd legislative ordinance, and thai
ama,omyrof vote, wereonly cast in Itsfav ir, where free
discussion wa< not allowed an t. therefore.

Kesoiveil. That tbe action of tbe State of Teunoaaee la I
February. 1861. evinreil tha atroog and overwhelming fee.
Ing of loyalty of the masses ol the paopie.
Resolved. That the anion of our Leg s.store In May. 1961, j

was unrighteous. invalid. Illegal an t void and that tbe as.
turned and so called election In June following was a grtt* e
insult to a free p> op e. a base fraud on and agalu-t the eie<
tire franchise. and that It gave no validity to the disloyal
acta ol toe Legislature.
Whereas, the reiwlbon in the Sonlbern Stales, inaugurated

by Intriguing enemies of tree and repub'iean g-oernmeut.
hare placed the institution of negro slavery as the corner
atone of the assumed rebellious government, making mat
institution the practical be te; therefore.

Resolved, That Southern sluvebo.der* by their own hands
have stricken the faul and stncida: blow at that peculiar in¬
stitution. accomplishing hurriedly and surelv what Its ene¬
mies outside the limits of the Southern State* could not
have effected iu a lunwaeries of years- and.
Kesu.ved. That In the reoiganlialion of our 8tate govern¬

ment. looking hrat to theloteresl of our State, and secondly,
tbat of our national government, we adopt the gradual
emancipation system; and that the practical interest of oui
Slate demands that our negro population he disposed of la
tbe manner above stated at as early a day and as speedily as
possible.
On motion, the resolutions were submitted separately,

and severally adopted by tbe mooting.
On motion, tbe preamble and resolutions wore then

submitted to the meeting as a wboie, end were unao>. (
mously adopted by a rising vols.
Samuel L. Childress. Esq., submitted the following re

solution in addition, viz -
Resolved, Tbat tne fascremries of this meeting be hereby

directed to transmit a copy of the foregoing resolutions to
Brigadier Genera. Andrew Johnson. Military Governor of
Tennessee, with tbe rpoueet that he issue a proclamation at
as early n day as possible, designating a day upon which tue

Cnple of tbr State may elect representatives to the State
gislature. to lie convened e<>»u after their election, for

the purpose of pecesiiarv legislation.

Piac Art*.
Biennadi g Baa picture of tbe 'Rock? Mountains" is

now on exhibition at Seltz's gallery, 75fl Hioadway. It
will be abowo only for a snort time, as It is about to be
sent abroad to be engraved.
Tbe interesting collection of pictures exhibited at tbe

recepttoo of tbe Brooklyn artists, on Wednesday, although
closed to tbe public for tbe present, win form a promi¬
nent feature of tbe attractions offered to visitors at tbe

approaching Saoltary fair. It Is necessary to give this
intimation, as many are under tbe impression that there
was to be but one evening s esbibltloo of tbe collection.
Yemen bas returned from Nassau in greatly Improved

health, and bas resumed bis professional avocations.

Neblig Is about to visit the Army of tbe Potomac, with
a v.ew to make drawings for tbe battle pieces on wbicb
be e engaged.
De Haas has it in contemplation to paint a laege pic

ture, oommemorsling I lie vMil of the Russian squadron
to New York lie made the drawings for it wniie tbe
Peel was here.

Italian Opera.
Tonight Faust, wbicb ban become tbe great attraction

of our operatic season, will be given at tbe Academy of

Music. To-morrow a grand matloee will be giveo. Tbe

opera so this occasion will be Norma, with Mme. lfedorl
as tbe Irieetess

Caatsrt at Irving Hall.
To night tbe Society of '.orman ladies for tbe Assist¬

ance of Widows and orphans give a grand concert at

Irving Hall. Artwteof well known talent bars proffered
ibetr services on ibis occasion Apart from its charitable

purpose, the rntertainmeoi will thus possess great attrac¬

tion.

Revival of the Rkallag ffeaeoa.

Tfce skating eemon ban sgnin opened In tbe Park, and

the hall weot up as early as seven o'clock yseterday
morning. Tbe skating surface was in very fair order,
but owing to lbs recent blgb wind several openings ep.
Ieared yesterday In the Ice, wblch Is, however, expected
to bo quite solhl today. I'ne mown being nearly full,
attentat plenty of itgbt for evening skating Between ten
aoil fifteen thousand (erseoe were present during tpe day
and evening

Hie te on the v fth Avenue Pond was In very tair or-
rter ju-strrilay and ie« xpci ted to be in a heller condition
today A braes band w is in aitrodanre, and a god y
cro sd of visitors eng yed the b*althi'il sport of katmg.

The various ponds around New York were rI»-o alive
with v siWire duru.g dm d..y and-evening, it may be
.crt oniy e*|au t«d .but 11,a resent line aa.itinq weather
oaiMMit <C*I vol* k nr. ike ituweiore Mtlvwe >11 WIKI we,a
ti cos y 'i t- In- co toe co il q , lor to-im rrosr it n u\
111 gCUl"

NEWS FROM NEW ORLEANS.
OvrrlNs Firing on the Mississippi.The
Sa.ll y Koblossfn Kired Upon by ArtM-

lery.Rum to Board nud Capture tbo

Meteor.CapCnre of Blorknde it miners.
Another Mennton Meeting at the
French Opera Home.Nearly I wu
Thoatanil Pereone Freer nt.Mardt
Groa. or Mhrove Tucaday, la Mew Ob
leans.Pollthai Meeting la hafayette
»<l«a re, the., die.
The steamer Creole, Captain Ttiompaoo, arr:ved at tt-«r

port yesterday from New Orleans. whence she tailed oo

the 10th, Inst. We ere Indebted to Purser M Glory D r

newspapers end the prompt delivery of our parcels.
UK. ubnkt Thompson's mmpatcsw*.

N«w ORLkAVS, feb. 10, 1814.
About one o'clock thte moruiug the stearabo.ii -a ly

Robinson was hailed from the weal shore of the Mieais-

atppt, wbae about ten miles from UouaMsouviHc, oo her

way to tbia cltv. The night was dark and foggy, ami the

captain, suspecting that all wet not right, stood off to¬

wards the other side, This was eo sooner perceived by
the enemy tban they opened upon ber with artillery
The boat waa fortunately a considerable distance off at
ttie time, so that only odo or two shots were t rod, and
these pugsed over ber.

It is also reported that about the same bour en Mond iy
morning a party attempted to board the Meteor *¦ ho
wag hailed near the sarao plum, and, siippotc.og seine pas¬
sengers wished to embark, abe went in luw.irds shore,
but a number of men appearing upon the bank, und,
rushing forward, attempting to get ou board before the
gang plunk wag lowered, they were suspected to ie

guerillas, and the Meteor was then started for the centre
of the river. She wag not lired upon.
When the Sally Robinson arrived at Donaldsonvilie our

troops stated that they expected an attack irom mo

enemy, who were reported to bo In the nuighhorli od.
Yesterday a small boat wus pl"ked up in Lake Pool

chartratn by the sto.imnr Battle, while on ner wiy to this
city from Madlsonville. In the boat there were Uvo
men, two of whom were surgeons in the rei»'l army,
l'bey were making lor Mandevtlle when ovornauied, and
when they saw that escajie whs impossible they com¬
menced throwing overboard everything which they
thought might be of vnluo to us.lellors, surgical Insiru
ineuts, and eveu bottles of brandy. This only gave the
crow of the Buttle a little extra trouble, however, lor
everything was picked up agaiu.

tin Monday last the members or Company I, First
Indiana artillery, presented Colonel Keith with » beauti¬
ful eword and belt, valued at nearly two hundred dollars.
On the scabbard was the following inscription:." Pre¬
sented to Colonel John A. Keith, First Indiana Yetersh
Artillery, by the veterans of Company I." lbe day lol-
lowing Hie regiment ombarked on b ard the continental
for Cairo. Thoy go home on a furlough

Before embarking they visited Brigadier General Ar¬
nold. Chief of Artillery. The (ioueral thanked them for
the honor conferred upon him, and made a very pretty
complimentary speech.
They then proeeoded to General Buuka' headquarters

and on the (ieneral appearing ihreo hearty cheers were

given. In a short speech General Banks complimented
the regiment and Its officers, and sunt that none In the

Department of the Gult was superior to tbo First Indiana
artillery. He thanked tbein tor the compllmcntof calling
upon him before ihev started lor home, and said that ho
would say to them there what be tolended saying to the
Governor or their State.that their conduct was an houor
to the Commonwealth from which they came, the cause

lor which they were flghting, and to tbo nut, feu oi which
they were clti/ens. This speech was ropeat.dly cheered.
.Cheers were also given for Generals Arnold and-tone,
who at the time were near General Banks. The band of
the First regulars, which bad accompanied the regiment,
now struck up a lively tuuo, and the brave icliows
Started for the boat: and before this reaches you each
will be In hie native State, and bis dear, dear home
.asi evening we had another of those Interesting re

unions at the French Opera House, 10 Bourbon street.
Over two thousand invitations were given, and I have no

hesitation In saying thai from seventeeu to eighteen bton
dred pereone were present. Giilmore's flue band <-om
meoced the c .ocorl ut eight o'clock, and hmra half-past
eight to half-past ten between three and four hundred
promenaders were coustanlly upon the lloor of the
bouse.
At that hour dancing commenced, and the morning bad

well advanced belore the party broke up. It was by tar
the largest gathering of the season, the whole affair
was under the management of Dr. George Kellogg
Yesterday, Shrove Tuesday, or M»rdi Gras, an it is

called In this city, was woll observed. Persons in car

riages, on horseback and a out, dressed sud masked mo-i
curiously, were everywhere. In the evening masquerade
balls'end partite were In every public building, and
many a private dwelling In New Orleans was mcrrin

yesterday than at any time previous for thrro long years.
Crowds thronged the sirsou to witness the masquers and
their straoge antics, all apiiearing Joylulaed happy. ami it
seemed as if old tunes bad come again to this heuu.lf ul city
From the yardam at the French war steamer Cattnat
s man (or rather the Image or one) hung, sud crowds
collected oh the levee for the purpose of witnessing the
horrifying spectacle, sad gossip as to the crime, court
martial, sentence and execution end several hours pu-eed
before the truth leaked out that it was merely a "stuffed
Judas" hung up by tbo Bailors.

Yesterday Brigadier General A. L. Leo. Chief of Cavul-
ry, reviewed the First cavalry diviswu at Greenville.
The whole ollhir was very One.

New URl.CA.v-a, Feb. 11,1814
There was a large meeting last night in lelayet'e

square to ratify the nomination of Hod. Jllchael Habo
nod the free State ticket. Speeches whys made by Messrs.
Hahn. Swift, Atocba, Collins and Shannon, lbere are
now three candidate* In the field.line. Michael llano.
Hon. U. F. Flanders and Hon. Christian Borclius.
The Baton ttougs GaitLtc learns from a resident of T'otnt

Coupee parish that nearly a mile of Grand levee lias recent
ly fallen into the Mti-stesi|>pi river. This levee has be.rio
tore protected all of Southwestern i,oiilii ana Irom over

[low. The levees for some distance ubnvc and below
Baton Rouge are also represented as sadly out of repair
sad there ts a general apprehension thai when the spring
rise comes an overflow ol ail the low lauds of the ruts
wilt ensue.

Disastrous Fire In Gloucester, Meet.
Gun cniss, Mass., Feb. 18, lsfri.

A fire broke out m Sawyer s block at three o'clock this

morning, sod it is estimated that seventy buildiogi
were destroyed. It baa swept Front street entirely »o

both sides, sod is still ragtag furiously. Borne eight ..r

ten buildings have been blown up to stop it. I he engines
canuot be worked, It is so ooid, and the meu are i.eed up.

8BCOND DESPATCH.
The fire commence! at half-poet three tl. a inorutog,

and Is still raging with unabated violence.
A steam lire engine from Salem has arrived and cm

menced playing on the flames.
About seventy buildings thus far bsve been destroyed,

including the Bank (A Gape Ann. The coo ten is of the

latter ware saved.
one veasaI baa alao been burned
Tbe flames spread aaet and weal, taking every ttrng In

their path, areo down to tbe very waterl edge.
Tbe eugluoa are all froaun up., tea la la almost next to

Impoeaible to work the*
Tbe atreeta are full of movable*, and tbe scene pre

aeoted ta one o( Indescribable coofueion.
There are but few more wooden building* left to burn

end It M c nfldeotly bO|ied that tbe flumes will be got
under control before th <y reach the briuk blocka.
No estimate of tbe loan can be made at this tune.

Tbe 8al«m fleam engine worka handsomely.
7nK LATEST.

The Ore la nearly aubduo-i. Fifty stirs*, the Ail r',«r

oitlce, tbe Town Clerk'a olke, lb# Magnetic Tele mpb
office, three lawyera' offlcee, the Free M**ona' hull *na

fifteen dwell Inge are burned Forty lamiles are booae

leea.
Tbe Pott Office and Custom House stayed tbe fire in one

direction.
It la difficult to oettmate tbe lose. wblen c»no->t fall

short of $400,000. Tbe Haverhill. Home. Hertford, Spring-
field and numerous other insurance office* are suilsrens.

Owing to the absence of vessels, tbe Iota of sb ppiog »

trlflng.
Tbe arrival of u»e steam fire eogiee from Salem wee

moet opportune.
Tbe telegraob lloee are being operattl from a building

overlooking tbe ruins, which cover half of tbe principal
street* and wharves of tbe town.

The Cheeaptaks Cass la the Itvs 9cot<»
Perllamsat,

Halifax, N. 8., Feb. 18, ]'jg*
Legletatlre prooeedlnge thus far have been in

ent. I net eveeiag Mr Sourmot moved (or nil >ke<loc»
meets relating to the (%e*ape iae. lie OMpi that
tbe rebel* bad been iinnmir abut out from »

fl. ptw *g«
.f aaeerlmg and supporting their right.*, 'I . *peo«i
messenger wee deepatched to Kiohm >nd. b Jt got re

turned, aad In tbe meantime the Judge T ^ g*in*red »

final decree. Tb- Government replied t' ini #|, ,.uinm mi

cation Irotn tbe imperial authorltw* mr.Myron
filent'.tl, and could not b« prod ,, est out

were asked why the «;iw*ape*ae » allowed to v « ate

the reran ie law* of several poffr
'

pro¥,tce.
The Arabia Ow ~mr4 itoawit.

^,W4t
The steamship Arabia,

^ bed*®.n* |,f*n

nyeo, will not reach ibi ^ ^ ,.iu Friday svraicf.


