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'I‘HB: Sl'].‘UJL’I"ION.

p The Army of the Polomac bas made a movement, and
' weo can say,wilhout any breach of confidencs or good
' faith, or auy violation of those obligations by which, as

bonsst  journaligts, we are bonnd nol to embar-
the policy of the government, that i is
! wot & backward movement, The course pursusd
; by oootemporary jiurpals, which are su posed to
: be the (riends of the administration, shall oot
tompt us to divuige facts which may be of service to the
<euemy , and can do no possibie good o the Usion cause in
¢ Ghe pressal juncture. It iz encugh to gay that General

Meade is reported (o bave advanced in the direction of
+ Ricbmooa, with a foree far superior o any which the
' enemy con el present bring sgaiost him, and that intel-
_ ligence of a savere Dghi way reach us al any moment.

Our correapondeut at Camp Finegan, Florida, furnishes
&au elaborate accoant of (he late deleat of our forees at
Olustes, in which five of our guas and & large number of
our dead and wounded were left in the bands of the
ousmy. Our [orces, though opy by i ly supe-
wior sumbera, fought gallaatly., Geveral Finegan's force
ocoupled Paldwin on the 28th February; the Uaion
droops then being in retreaton acksonville.

The reporied appointmect of Genera JSigel to the com.
mand of the army in Weas irgml-, in Genrral Kelley's
Pplaca, continunes (o excite a oat deal of indignation in
Sheo campe.

Coloue! Stroight, Major McDoaald, Captain Searce and
Lieuteaant Sterling, who escaped from the Libby prison,
| wrrived at Washington yesterday. They reached the
| Wotomac after masy tedious winderiogs, and were taken
. ©n board the guoboat Ella.

Ty —— e ————

THE LEGISLAYURE
The two houses of owr Blate Lagiiature veasssmbied
yesiorday, alier their mine days' recess. Very litkle
business, however, was iransacled, there being Mitle
mmnmuﬂﬂhmm A Mavor-
abis report was made in the Seaste ou the bill auibo-
rizing she Erie y © M their capital
mknuumﬂmu-—ﬂ-ﬂlﬂrmm
A bill for the incorpsration of & Metropolitan Markel
m:hmwywullmmmdnhm

™ MISCELLANEOUS NEWS.

Thers was sooither crowdsd houss al (ee Brookiys
Academy of Music last svening, beiog the sevenih of 1be
prook'yn sad Loag Island Ssnitary Fair. Tus sooeiple
alrea iy amoust to the bandsome #umn of §330,000,

The public reception of Mr. Gesrge Thowwra, the
groat Euglinh abolitionisi, ook place lasl oveuin: sl the
Cooper lustitute. y Major Geooral Fremoul presided, and,
in i ducing Mr, Thompaon, made exteaded remarks,
which, with a condensed report of the address of the
distinguishad guest, will be found ia soother part of Lo-
day’'s paper.

Tue Counclimen mot al one o'clock yesterday, Preal
deot Hayes in the chair. The resglulion grantlng the use
of their Ohamber during the monith of March for a
special term of the Buprems Court was, on motioa of Mr.
Gross, taken from the table and adopted. Um “motion of
Mr. Brundon & resolulion was adoplod granling pecmis
sion 40 the managers of the Metropolitan BaaHary Fair to

oear Sixth lnnl.u!.
to place o d

the use of pedeatrisns, The Committes on Fioance
recommended that the Comptrollar be authorised to lssue
a0 additional $300,000 of the Ceatral Park Tmprovement
Fund stock. Adopled. On motion of Mr. Webstor the
hour for the rogulsr meoiing of the Board was changod
from one P, M. to four P, M. A number of bills For ex-
penses lncurred by the Commitiee on National ABnirs of
tho last Board were suthorizsd to be paid. Mr. Braodon
offerod a resolution directing the Crolos Aqueduct De

partmant to place a number of fire hydrants m the build.
ing to be occupied by the mavagers of the Melropolitau
Sanitary Fair. Adoptdd. Too Board aedjourngd uuetil
Thurslay next at (our o'clock.

Wo pu'bllsu in to-day's paper the report of the Commia.
stoners of Publio Chiaritios and Correction for 1863, It
gives a full and interesting history of the operations of
our ponsl and reformatory iostitulions,  Amoog tho List
of places of avil dosrds may bo found oo less than elevos
thuusand grogshops, whiob, in their various ramilica-
tions, furnish the Commissioucrs with thair thousands of
subiects upon which to bestow their charity, and to pro-
tect them from falling still doepor inlo the abyss of
crime, The statemenot in rolatioa to the commitmeot of
vagrauis shows that 10,754 persons have beon sent to
Sackwell's laland, of whom 2328 were males and 8 425

were females.  OF this number 700 have baen “‘senl up'
for the one hundredib tima and 6,776 {or the firal Lime,
Tha aggregale number of Limes committed is 130,067, or
twalve times for each person.
Judge Baroard decided yeaterday to suspeod all pro-
oeedings ia the Husted habeas corpus case wutil the
trial of the divoroe suit, now peading belween the par-
ties, io which the father and molber both claim the cus.
tody of the child, is concluded.

A molion was made for & reforance yesterday ta the

case of Charles Devlin va. the Mayor, and Judge Barvard
appoioted Jobn B. Haskio as referes. The plalaliffsuos
to recover $128.673 on cootracts for gradiog and regilals
iog Filty-second and Fifiy-seveath airoals and New
Bowery, together with filling up sunken lote in Sewsaty
nvioth and Eightioth streets, undar Street Commissloners
Taylor and Furey. The defence set up is thal Lhere was
fraud ia the coniracts, and thal the claim is void by tho
stasute of limitation.
The Mariposa Mining Company va. Cornelius R. Gar
rigon m on agun yealerday in the Sapreme Court,
Ch 4. Theo y grew out of a motion oa the
part of the dafendant 1o compel tho plaatil to choose
which of the two suits sbould be tried firat, The argu-
meat was udjourned over anlil Thureday.

The rank of wmajor general in the regulur army was
oobfirmed in the Senate yesterday in the case of Geoeral
, and that of brigadiers iu the regular army upon
i Gooorals Meade , Thomas, Fergurscn, Sherman, MePher-
" son, Pleasan!on and Warren. Pleasanton aud Warren
1 ‘belng made major generals of volonteers,
Toe Richmond papers of the 26th, contaln late pews
! from Charleaton. Oue hupdred and forty six enota (rom
1 our batteries were fired on the cily within twenty-four
* ours. Our troops were said to be erecting a batlery cn
' Dixon's Islang.
Deapatches from Starksville, Miss., to the 224, report
! &his beavy firing was going oo at Paototoc, and that forty
, of our troops were killed and one bundred captured, The

Bastlo is said to have closed by a charge from the Union

. cavalry, which was repuised.
Deapatcbos from Dalton to the samo date say that our
| Broops were retresting towards Chatsapcoga, and bai
Geooral Longstreat has withdrawn bie forces to a poiot
¢ got prudent Lo meotion.”"

The Raleigh (N. C.) Standard of the 0th of February
@ays ‘‘thal meetiogs in oppesition Lo the rebel govern:
ment Bave been held ip that State, in Rotherford, Rock-
| Sngbam, Mo re, Tranaylvania and Wake counties during
the mooth of January, that they were all largely
| aMemded, and that resolutions hostiie to the military
| despolism of thes Conlederate sdministration were adopted
. &l each meellng.”

CONGREBRSB.

1o tho Seoate yesterday a bill for the protection ef

overland emigrants to the Pacific was (otroducea mod
reforred to the Military Committee. Like reference was
given 1o s resolution of the Michigan Legislature, askiog
Yor gome change (o the Enrclment sct. A bill to emponer
State guardinns of lunstics to act ia that capacity in the
Distriet of Columbia was introduced and referred to the
" Judielary Committee. Resolutions of the Kausas Logisia.
ture, making ioquiries relative to the Eansas school
lands, were presented, The bill making Parkersburg,
Virginia, & port of eotry, was passed. Mr. Sumoer, (rom
the Commillee oo Siavery aad Freedmen, presented a
roport on the Fugitive Slave law, sccompanied by a bill
@ repeal all lawa for the rendition of slaves. The
report and bill were laid over, and ordered to be printed.
A bill to continue the payment of the preseut voluntesr
bountise Lo April | was reported. but after, considerable
discusaion, was laid over, in order to obtain the opinion
of tbe President avd Secretary of War on s expediency
Tue bill for sbe equalimution of the pay of while and
colored noldiors and fer the equality of colored men with
white men In the ostional courts were bolh conmidersd
for some Lime, Lhe forier being recommitied to she Mili-
tary Commities, and the later being ordersd Lo be privted,
The Conference Committes on the whiskey tax reported
a dissgresmont of she jolnt commitesof the two bouses.
Mr. Sbhermas, in makiag the report, said that if sue
Benate would instruct it committes W aliow & tax of
Cwenly osats per gallon oo liquors oo hand oo the Ist of
July tho bill would vot fall, The subjoct was made the
apecial order for to day, al one o'cleck. An excousive
senalon was then beid, sud, on the openiog of tue dours,
tho Renale adjourned

In the House of Represeoiatives & bill to mecure to per-
woos in tbe military sod naval service homesteads oul of
the confliscalad estlates of rebels was inlroduced and re-
ferred L0 the Public Lands Committee. A resolution was
offered In favor of & thirty-three per cont (noreas of the
pay of goldiers and paval seamen. Bills wers intruduced o
permil the payment of ooe-teath of the amount of mport
duties up to July 1, 1885, in legal tender notes, and o au-
thorias & auapsasion until April 1, 1867, of the direct tax
of twonty millions of dollars provided for io the sct of
August, 1901, both of which bills were referred Lo the
Ways and Means Committes. Leave was asked, but pot
L3 4, o offer & jon directing the Military Com-
milles Lo loquire inte the expedisncy of seiting rebel
prisonars (o work  The Committee oo the Conduct of \he

Wwr were instruoted G0 make & repors upon the
praslical working of the regulstions for trade with
the insurreclionury districts.  The Houss passed the
bill providing for the ieue of bonde %0 the
smoust  of iwo hundred millions of aoliars, re-
deamalile i not iees than Gve nor more than forly years,

A roavlution was sdojled calling on the Secretary of the

Navy for & raport of the oparations of tue flees in Charles-

ton harbor. A resolution tur the appoistmont of & com

miaion 1o troal with Lue rebe saders was offered, but
reoeived ouly Lwenly Lwo viles 1o ita tavor 1o ninely-#ix
against it Resolutions were utanimously aiopted that.

fo order 10 ellectually pul down the rebeliion, the cause
of N must be removed, and (bat snywning stors of &
bearty anpport of the government (o it sifors W subdue
the rebeia 1a 8 crime, whore the quesiion is betwesn loy-
sty and trosscn. 1o the vole o6 Wiess reBolotions, Row.
aver, the opposilion mambers (ook oocasion 10 express
thsir dimmonl io opinion from the republicans as to whas
was the caume of the rebellion. A resolotion coademning
the arrenl and bauishment of Vallandigham was offered
and recoived (orty-secan voton in It favor Lo seventy wix
agaiast Ik Withoot transaoliug suy otlor busioess, (e

Sopen adpuinel

The New Yuork Typographical Socioty had a magnifcent
banquet at the St. Nicholas Hotel IssL evening, which
was conducied in & very brilllact fashion. Mr. Charles
A. Alvord presided. kx-Almshouse Goveruor Oliver, Mr.
Brizht, of Boston, nod olber gentiemen respouded 1o the
soveral Loasts, The employing printers of Lbe city were
the priocipal agents 1o organizing the alair,

The Loodon Posfof the 13th of February publishes the

following in & letter dated at Overses, la Lhe Danish
Duchies:—Four Prussian vessels are koown to have bosa
placed under embargo 4 Copeabagen, aad two vessels al
Aalborg, ooe of which i & passvoger ship from Ham
burg. The Danish irov-clad sleamer Esbern Soare Las
taken a Prussian schoooer into Soodorburg a8 & prize.
‘Ihe higher price of gold bad & tendency to strengthen
the markets; bul the influsnce wae countoracted by the
inclemency of the weather, which rendered the markets
dull, und the busioess was remarkably 1ight o oeariy all
articles of foreign and domestic prodaction. The dulbesa
was protty geoeral, and but few articies were in any wise
active. On "Chacge tbe volume of irade was comparatively
small. Flour was without decided change ia prices;, but
the markel wag heavy,and to eflect large saies some
conceasion would bave been necessary. Wheat was one
cent lower, while ocorn, under n continued speculative
movemenot, and light stock, advanced 2e. u Jc, old
Western mized selliog as high as §1 38, doliversd. Rye,
barley and oals were unchanged. Waltkey coulioued
dull. Provisions geserally were quiet and subject to but
little factuation, Freights were firmer, bub ool active
Groceries quiet. Petroleum dull and lower,

The lullury !ltuntl.n—'l‘h- Army of
the Potomac in Motion.

The Army of the Potomac is in motion, and
in the direction of Richmond. The movement
commenced last Saturday, and, as a single day's
march would bring our troops to the winter cn-
campment of General Lee, we may anticipate,
at any moment, the intelligence of a desporate
battle on bLis part, or a precipitate retreat, to
save himself and to cover the city of Richmond.
In announcing this advance of General Meade
we conclude that we shall not incur the charge
of “giving aid and comfort to the enemy,"” inas-
much as two of our city contemporaries—the
epecial guardians of the administration and its
war secrets—published the news, by or without
suthority, vesterday mornir g.

Entertaining the opinion that this movement
| is well timed; that General Meade is a careful
and prudent officer; that his forces are decided-
ly superior j; numbers to those of the enemy,
and in excellgat fighting condition, we are con-
fident of gocg \ tidings within the next twenty-
tour or fork.ajght bours. Lee's army of sixty
thousand pen lmst summer bas been re-
duced to |ess than forty-five thousand, the
transfer westward of Longstreet's column alone
belng equal to the loss of twenty-five thousand
men. Nexi, on account of the scarcity of
forage in Northeastern Virginia, Stuart's caval-
ry forces bave Leen scattered about over a
wide extent of country in order to recruit or
to exchapge their worn out horses for their
| expected aclive work of the spring campaign.
Under these circumstances the advantages
of a forward movement Wy General
Meade are apparent, and especially when we
consider his great superiority over his enemy
in the matter of cavalry. General Lee, how-
ever, we suspect, bas been seasonably informed
of Lis danger to enable him to make some pre-
parations to avert it; for doubtless the hurried
retreat of Longetreet from East Teancssee, not
for Georgia, but towards Virginia, bas been in
consequence of a requisition from Richmond.

We bave urged upon the administration again
and again the advantages effered in s move-
ment upon Richmond by way ef the peninsula.
We never could understend that peculiar stra-

| tegy of the War Office which recalled the army

of MeClellan from a secure base of operalions
| and w streng position within thirty miles of
Rietimond all the way back to Washington to
take u (resh slart; nor have wo ever been able
o comprelend that profound fundamental
error  of government that it is ab-
solutely nocessary that the army moving
sgainst Richmond must move bolween the

the

ebel army wad Washigglon; uor eun wo renline

the necessity of persisiing in the effori to over-
some obstructions in & certain road when by
taking sgotber road we may furn them. N is
well known that Richmond é mow ie & com-
parsiively defenoceless condition. It in believed
.by intelligent refugess thut a force of twently
thousand men, by wey of the peninsuls, could
ftoke (ke city wilhoul dificulty; but we fear
that this route, which was rijected with McClel-
Inn's recall, and which on seversl oconsions
sinoe hes vainly offered an ensy pmssage into
the rebel capital, will atill be discarded, be-
cauee it was the ronte ol McClellan. We sball
be satisfied, neverliicless, if the Army of the
Potomac, while keeping guard over Washing-
ton, shall accomplish the great object of the
dislodgment of the enemy from Richmond. or
the cooping wp of Lee's army behind ils in-
trenchments.

The advance of our army from Chattanoogs
bas been arreated for the present. Tho eavalry
columna of Generals Smith and Grierson, we
regrot to eay, have been drivea back from
Northern Mississippi into Tenneasce, snd this
repulse creates some anxiety as to the safoty of
Genoral Sherman, either at Solmsa, in Alsbsma,
or advascing in that direction ‘from Central
Missisaippi. President Lincolm’s political Flo-
rida expedition bas resulted m a disastrous
and sbooking faflure, and Admiral Farragut baa
a tough picce of work before him at Mobile.
But a great success by the Army of tho Poto-
mao, from the general demoralization of the
enemy, will speedily open the wayto asuc-
cession of wictories around the whele line of
the rebellion. ‘This is the enccess whioh we
anticipale from General Meade's present ad-
vance, and we know that the Army of the Po-
tomac is compelent in every respect and re-
solved at any sacrifice to win it.

Tar Barnsamisy oF Tae War.—That the coun-
try is fast ruuning into a atate of barbarism wo
have every day evidonce in the work of retalla-
tion as practised by the differenl commenders.
The Intost case has occurred in Novth Carolion.
The rebel General Pickett bangs & negro for
shooling & rebel colonel. The Union General
Peck awaits confirmation of the report beflore
ha proceeda to hang in retaliation & white rebel
prisoner. The rebel genoral responds by de-
claring that he shall hang every negro he can
catch sbooting his officers or men, and for every
rebel Peck hangs Pickett will bang ten Yan-
kees, Pickett commenced the buainess by hang
ing somne lweonty or thirty loyal North Carolini-
ans, chargad with desertion from the rebel
ranks; and now, we suppose, the work of bang-
ing will be commenced in earnest by the two
commanders. Iu old timea the war ory was,
“Hang out your banners;" but In these modern
days, in this horrible modern rebellion, the
ory is, ‘“Hang up your men;" and it seems that
one section of the country is likely to grow as
much hemp as the other. This is a moat sad
and shocking spectacle. Hundreds, perhaps
thousands, of lives have beea immolated upon
this bloody altar of retaliation, and no good
bils been gained for either gide. Is there no
way for humanity to step in and stop these
useless, brutal and tavoltmg butcheries!

OLp Awve's Lm‘r Ounm\ —Tm: Fromina
Disasten.—As the facts of the recent battle at
Olustee, in Florida, become belter known, we
see no reason why we should be any botter
satisfled with ita result. Five thousand men, it
appears, were marched fifty miles into a coun-
try occupied by the enemy, and were precipi-
tated upon a force of double their numbers,
whom they fought fer three hours, and until
compelled toretreat by heavy loases. Atfimtall
this was made to appear a blunder of that class
of which we had so many at the commencement
of the war. Somebody had run against a bat-
tery, a8 Schenck did, we were told. Our men
bad fallen into sa ambuscade. But there was
no ambuscade at all, and no surprise, in the
ordinary sense. So far waa it from an ambus-
cade that our men drove the enemy’a akirmish-
ers for miles, and the general in command
must bave known from every appearance that
there was a force of the enemy in his front;
for General Beymour. a soldier of the Mexican
war, and promoted for gallantry at Gaines’'
Mill, must be sufficiently familiar with the ap-
pearances that indicate the presence of an ene-
my. His only surprise wag, perhaps, to find
that the enemy bad ten or fiftcen thousand men
present, whea he had heen assurad that their
number was much less. Nor isit probable that
there is any more truth in the story that Gen.
Soymeur acted without orders than there was
in the ambuscade story. This last invention of
the administration journals—that General Sey-
mour weut out to hunt up a fight on his own
account—is evidently put forward to sereen the
President and his private secrstary, who are
the recognized eriginators and managers of this
whole movement. But this ill-judged attempt
to screen Old Abe at the expense of o gallant
soldier only deepens the popular convietion
that the President and his secretary are the
only ones to blame in the business. They start-
ed the expedition and (urnisbed the information
upon which the arrangements for it were made,
and we do mot doubt that they gave for this
fatal march orders 8o positive 48 fo preclude
the exerolse of a soldier’s discretion.

Old Abe’s latest joke is that be is “well built
for getting out through small places;” but this
attempted sacrifice of S8eymour will, we fancy,
be found too small a loophole aven for him.

Ovr War Bugoens.—The keepers of first
class ho tels in this city have announced that
after the Ist of March their prices will be in-
creased to three dollars and fifty ceate per
day. Time was when two dollars per day was
considered a round price for board at such
houdes as the Astor. But it is not with
hotels alone that prices -are advancing.
Everything is golog .up, everything is in-
flated by the enormous expansion of the
currency, and, while the rich become richer
by their vast speculations in such times,
the poor become poorer by the distressing ad-
vance in sll the articles they ure obliged to
consume. So much for the mismanagement of
the war by the President and the financial
blandering of his Secretary of the Treasury.

Tie Warskey Tax.-There i some hope
after all that the whiskey jobbers in and out of
Congross will not have it all thelr own way in
regard to the tax on whigkey iu store. The
Conference Commitice bas voted to sk the
Senate and House to fnstruet them to recom-
mend & tax of twontyfive ceats per gallon on
whiskey on Land, and to raise the sliding soale
to vighty cents on whiskey mude after July 1,
and one hundred conts after Januacy 1, 1865,
This will bring the tax something near the
recommendutions of the Convention of United
States Assessors, beld in Cleveland last De-

cember. Congross might go stjjl furthor, sad

adopt another suggestios of dbe same Conven-
| tion—4his ia, to make il a penal offence to adul-
terate liquors with poisonous substances. Bul
this Ixenty-five cent tax om (ke artiole on hand
is better than nothing; and it is nol improbable
that that would mol have been obilnined had it
w0l boen for the fonr of Old Abe's vele on the
whole bill.

The Gay bBeuson in the Dicirvopolis.

New York is grandiy vindioating her elnim
to being the metropolis of the New World.
Never before was this city so gay, so animated,
®0 crowded, so prosperous. Lent, wilh ils
sombre bue, bas lalled to dim the bright lustre
of our fashionable circles. If our elife must
nol dance during Lhe interval which the Church
olaims as a poriod for sober thought and abae-
gation, they can and do crowd our Opera House,
concert rooms aod theatres. Receptions are
now all the rage, and each day may be scen
crowds of carriages in the fashionable avenues'
and etreets, filled with ladies in most clegant
foilefles. At the Academy of Music the display
of atins, laces and jewels seems but to havo.
increased. -When Marelzek chooses to give
way (o popular projudice, and allpws his
artists to aing Faubt or Tone, the orowds which
fill o houso are resplendent. ' New York
never before witneased so much [fashion, .such,
rich displays of dress and beauty. Then our
concert rooms are liberally patronived. The
claims of eminent artists are now recognized
by society with a fervor which proves that the
public taste for art is on the incrense.

We are mow in the enjoyment of an addi-
tional source of amusement. I'he Ritchings Eng-
lish Opera troupe have commencod a eecrica of
their popalar performances at Niblo’s Garden
and, to judge from &he crowded state of the
house on their opening night, will bave their
shave of the public patronage. Our managers
are bewildered by their extraordinary sucoess.
Mr. Wallack has actually retrested to Phila-
delphia, that in thal suburban plsce ho may
be reminded of old times; that he may enjoy &
reat and tranquillity such as was once to be met
with in New York. As things arc al present,
the veteran feels how useless it is for him to
plot and plan for the public amusement. All
he basa to do is to open his doors, play anything—
Rosedale, for inslance—and turn away crowds
every night. Just so at the Winter Gardoen,
where the Florences bave grown gray playing
the Ticket of Leave Man. We might o on
citing twenly other places of amusement
equally prosperoua.

The hotels in all parts of the city benefit by
the univorsal prosperity, and are oversrowded.
Boarding houses are filled to repletion, while
hosta of families are upon the verge of despera-
tion from fear that on the lst of May they will
be turned homeless into the streels. There
are no houses for rent and but few for male.
Our great restaurants arve nightly filled with
gueats. Grand dimners are the order of (he
day. Delmonico’s magaificent rooms are re-
dolent with flowers hnd Lhe fumes of rich wines,
The Maison Doree has itz share of patronage.
A stranger must wonder where all the money
that is needed to defray this immeuse expendi-
ture for pleasure comes from. We are nof pro-
pared to anawer awu juste; but Chase knows.

In this  whirlpool of dissipation and
pleasure the masses are carried along un-
resistingly. The more wise sbake their
beads and hoard their greenbacks, or
rather change them into something more sub-
stantial; but their dismay or fears cannot slem
the popular ocurrent. “Apres nous le deluge’’
is the almost imiversal thought. A orash may,
doubtless munt, come ere long; but uantil it
does New York will continue to be the gayest,
most brilliaat of olties, attracting vast crowds
from the smaller and more insignificant places,
such as Boston, Pbiladelphia. Baltimore, &e.
Oune beautlful and prosperous city—we refer to
Portiand—seems to bave been deserted by ber
most eminent citizens. We aee them all heve.
We merely cito this as an instance of what New
York is becoming in the estimation of the
people of the North

Tue l't:n.mur oF THE &l anama.—Two Eng-
lish mercantile houses, that have loat largely
by the depredations of the Alabama, are. it is
said. about to send out a faat and pewerful
ship to 'assist in ber ocapture. Naturally
enough, it haa been suspected that this is only
another rebel dodge intended to increase
the number of the rebel eruisera now
afloat. Since the Emperor eof China and
the Bey of Tunia have proved to be fellowa of
no account, it in not improbable that the
Southern agents in England may be ready to
avail themselves of the virtuons indignation
that John Bull now begins to feel against that
awful Alabama, and thus carry a oruiser to
sea on that tide of popular sentiment which is
now rising in our favor. Oace before a ship
waa fitted out in Eogland, under the most fa-
vorable auspices, to cruise against pirates, Her
commander was a New Yorker, named Captain
Kidd, and when he got to sea he proved to he
the worst pirate of all. Probably we may have
u repetition of that history in the present case.
But we suppose our interesls are quile safe;
for it cgn bardly be possible that Mr. Adams
will fail to scrufinize very olosely the whole
history of this ship, [If she is not all right he
can stop her, as Lie has stopped others; if she
is all right be will merely sit till, and wo sup-
pose there will be no afidavits. The British
government, as we all know, bas no power in
the absence of affidavits, Afdavits are the
power behind the throne, and in front of the
throne, and, all aronnd the throne. Without
affidavita the custom house officers will be as
lifeleas ag lampposts, the cannon on the British
men-of-war will be the merest Quakers, and
the cruizer will go to sea and catch the
Alabama—of course.
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A Goop Examrre.—While the Legislature
has been engaged for so longa period in set-
tling the matter of the Police Commissioners,
the two Boards here decided an important
question in a concilistory way, and without
much loss of time, by the appointment of
some four hundred and fifty poll clerks for
the election on the Bth instant, to decide
whether soldiers aball bave the rightto vote.
This eaves the appointment of two sets of
clerks, and the indescribable confusion conse-
quent thereupon. Messrs. Acton and Ber-
gen, of the old Board, and Measrs. Mo-
Murray, Bosworth and Lewis, of the new
Board, took counsel togethor, and, agreeing
upon & list satisfactory 4o both Boards, they
have each lssued commissions to the same
porties. Thin s all right, and the Assembly
would do well to settle the question by adopt-
ing the liat of Comminsloners as it atood at the
time of laking their recess, which containa the
names of four of those above moulioned; for,
notwithatanding the prudence and forbearance

sliowu by both Boards, the poljge force i he-
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coming lerribly demoraflised, so much so thet
tho interests of all concerned will compel &
speedy appeal {0 the ocourls in the abeence of
legislative action. As it slands vow, with the
two Boards, one claiming sutherily de faclo and
the olher de jure, the force is virtually without
s bead; and rogues mnd villeins of all kinds
take this condition of things to be an immunity
for orime, and the criminal calendar ia conse-
quently enormously extonded.

Tux War vo Assisr Dasieo Bouvmes.—We
bave received soveral communicatione suggest-
ing that disabled discharged soldiersa who are
notl competent for re-enlistment, and are there-
fore out of employment, should be engaged, as
far as possible, on our olty railroad lines, as
conductors or car drivers, and on the forrics,
whenever vacancies occur.

obtainiog & living; aad in gratitude for the ser-
vicea they have rendered the country they are
entitled to this consldoration from corporations

-like our city rallroads and ferry companies,

which draw thoir income from the people, upon
Irhm the maintenance of ‘these disabled sol-
diera muat ultimately fall.

HWS FROM THE STATE CAPITAL

e e

Rengsembling of the Leglsiature After
the Hoocas—=The Hzcltement Ovor the
Reocent Withdrawanl of Tammany from
the Biate Convontion—Revival of the
Stenmboat Oagaline Imbrogilo—Blr.
Haokeit in Albany, &c.

AvLsany, Fob. 20, 1864.

Thero was barely a quorum fu etther House of the
Logislature bhis evealog, and bul short acssions woro
hold.  The kil autborizing tho Erve Rulroad (0 inoreass
ils alock, for the purpose of comploling a double track,
was reported favorably by (be commiltes. Tho New
York eounty tax levy was int din tho A T
and soveral other hilla of no great importauce wore o+
troduced and moticod.

The aclion of Tammany, by withdrawing from tho ro.
cont Democratic Blale Convenlion, has u-
biv exchiemont among the politiciana.  The most encour-
aging etatoments aro recetved from difforent parts of the
Elale. The Union democracy in all parts of the State
appear W be ripo for another conyeotion, and urye Lhat
Tammany ghali raise the war beuner und sail lorth, also,
that they are roady to raily to il sup port.

It geems thatl tho Cdlaline gteamboal al¥aic is not dead
yol. Glibert C. Davidena, ono of (ho partoors 1o tho pur-
chuge of that stoamor with Weod, Matteson & Co., claims
thal, although Lhe vessel was chariored for ten thousand
dollars por month daring the war, which was paid for
Lwo noolhs, and lllhougn the Immmca for upwarda ol
twenty Lh has becn be haz received
no portion of it,and has takon Lho prelimiosry step to
biring tho matter wio tho courts for an account Ad-
judication, Tho eompiaint is boing drawn up, and will lo-
morrow be @led, as the firet step in lmnglq & seltiomont.
The complaint sols rorl.h the prlm that the vesgol was
purchasad for oight who were the
partios o tho b unanciion, and nn lolereals of sach; also
the conditious of Lho oblrler losurance, an weoll as all
olbor matltors counecled with that mn;ulm-ndm;rlu
rious altwir, Thus It is that murder will out.

Hackett, Prosidont Llocoin’s fevorite, appearad In sbhis
oity to-night ua Falstafl.

Arrival of Colonol Htrelght and Other
Escuped Officers in Washington.
Wasmvaron, Fab, 20, 1864,

Cotwal A, D, 8lreight, Fitty-Nirst ladians, Major B. 8,
McDonald, Ose Huudred aond First Obio, Caplaio W. W-
FBoaarce, Filty-first Indiaoa, aod Lisutenant John Bterling'
Thirtcooth Indiana, who wore ameng the prisoners os
capeddrom Richmond on the @b ioal., are al Witiard's,
baviog arrived (o day (rom the Lower Polomasg, whore
thoy wera plcke] up by our goaboata.

This party bas travelled vogethor ever sinoce isaviog
Richmood, hiding lo tbe daytimo and stealing through
foresisand awamps at night. Thoy remained eoncealed
in Richmondseveral days after (heir escape from Castle
Thuoder, and Anally atarted out la a portheasteriy dires-
tion  Boats were found in somo of the rivers, and ia
othera rara wore coastructsd, upon which the passage

scroas  was  oTected. Thoy wore closely pur-
wued by eavairy, militia nogroaa  aud  dogs,
but owing o the marshy  charsgtor ol

the region through which they passad the dogs were
uoablo to braill them. Upoa maveral occasions they par-
rowly escapad capture. A oogro was Lhe only one who
aver gavo lnformation concerniag their hiding place

Upon arriviog at the Potomac they (ound & aumber of
robol soldiers ploketing the river. These were avoided
for a fow days, asd, making their way up through Lbe
country, the refugocs wore (akeu up LY the guaboat Ells
yosterduy.

Tbe more Interesting dotalla of thelr experionce ie
witbbeld for the benefit of thess who have pot reached
oar lines. The atnlements recently mudo, to the effect
that Colonsl Streight bad mrrived at Fortress Monroe,
woro inveuted for the purpoge of jnductug the robais to
rolax their exortiona for hia rocapture. The party was
twolve days In making the trip, and, with the exception
of Mtigue incident to such aa uudertaking, are In re.
markably good bealth
DEAPATOH FROM OCOMMANDER FOXHALL A. PARKER.

The Navy D-partment bas peceivad the following re
Port =

Waminuton, Feb. 9,

Hin—1 bave the hotor to Inform the Departmant th
arrived hers to any with Colonal A 1) Streight, kirst
ladiana Volunteors, Major B B McDonald. One Hundred
and First Obio Volonteers: Captain W. W Scearce, Firty-
first Indiava Volunteers, and First Lisutenant 'lo!m Ster
Hog, Thirtieth Indiana Voluntears, wlo made their edrnpe
from Lioby prisou, Richmond, on the Oth jostant, and
reached Blacieston's [nlund, on the Potomae river, whore
I found thetn yestarday, | am, very respectfully, your
abedionl servant, FOXHALL A. PARKFR,

B i ding tha 1 : flotilin

Hon. Grokox Wkiiss, Secretary of the Navy, Washiog.

tou, 0. C
SAFETY OF LIRUTENANT BCUDAMORE. J

A lotlor from the Army of the Potomac isforms us
that First L eutenant scudamore, one of the oificers who
oscaped from Libby prison with Colonal Streight and
party, came into our lines last night, having beea on the
way ninetesn days. He bad iolended to prosesd by way
of Gordoosville towards the Obio river, thinking bis
chancos of gelting away in that direotion betler than by
this paninaula, as be (ell certalo of being captured bhad he
gone tbe Intter way. After travelling tweoly-five miles
biw knoes failed him, and fhe was foreed to lio in & mud.
hola, ua he terma it, for nine days. A aegro took care of
him aod became ,and Lo r 4 his
jourpey, At spother time be was obliged 1o lie concenled
for thres days. He finally reached the Ragldan on Satur.
day night, and erossed, passing within a few paces of the
rabal piakets.

Lieutepant Soudamore says he saw no Lroops noar
Ricbmond, nor did be fisd sny adult white maie inbab.
itants oo his route through the country. [Ie met only
women , cbildron and negroes. e ropresents Lee's army
aA prowty strong, bul no signs of activity were visible.
He waa oaplurod nsar Rome, Gia., and had been len
moaths in the Libby prison

Usiren Staten Sreamsme F.t.u,}
ti

Muasical.
ITALIAN OPRERA.

Verdi's Trovatore proves atiractive at all times when
sung by such artiste as the Marelzsk troupe. Although
the publie seem 1o have gooe Faust mad, still & large and
most fashilonable audience flled the Academy of Musie
last evening to hear Mme. Medor!, Mile. Sulzer, Mazrolen!
sod Bellini in Yerdl's masterpisce From the commence-
ment of the performance unil! the (all of Lthe curtmin on
the lnst #ot the g tlended the efforts of
these artists, who wers most deservediy applanded. They

waro all in floe voios, AD and wo noticed that sn unususl
wore domanied by the waell pleased
sudionce

tn-m;ht r-&nm be repested. The Bouss will of

course he jam
ENGLISH OPERA.

The Richings Opsrs troupe mado their (rst appearance
this at Niblo's Garden last avening in the Postil-
fon of Lonjumesu, The bouse was fllied by & most ap-
prociative sudience snd the performance was moderately
suocessful. Miss Caroline Richings sang sad aoted the

ol aleine with her usisl apirit. We ware not (avora-
wa a with Mr. HIill, the tenor of this troups,

ia by oo means powerful of sympathetic, Mr,
Malndm

musically to great advantage in the
.p:t."n Hl acied nioely, however,
and will doubtissa be mors sucosesful jn some more im-
portan! part. The musie of thia moai plosssat of comic
muint avar ploass; but we wouid really resommend
w the manugement more suemble in Lhe chor uses.
GRAND CONCERT AT IRVING WALL.

On Raturday avening poxt a grand testimoninl conoert
will take place at Trving Hall.  Thin intaresting event s
govlen up by the friouda of Mr. 1. ¥ [arrison ae & token
of their recogaitiog of his liheral and genarous sacourage-
mont of native artista, who ever fud jo him & friend, A
rowdnd sudionos will b prosent at this ooncerd, which
includen Lha hoal ialant onr artietio cirelos

Mr. Gottachalk givos & grand cosceri at Niblo's Balooa
on Woduraday aviening, sssistod by Mmos D'Avgri, Va

risa, Buustobs and Mr. Gario Padl

It would be but,
just and fair to afford them this opportunity of |

~

Roport in the Senate of the Conference
Cemmittee on the Whiskey Tax.

P

The Committee on the Conduct of the
War to Repert on Trade with the
Insurrectionary Districts.
Passago by the House of the Amemdatory
$200,000,000 Loam Bill.
Call on the Becretary of the Navy for

a Report of Operatioms ir
Charleston Harbor,

&e.,

%0, &a.

W anurnarout, Fob. 29, K864,
PARSAGE OF YHE LOAN BILL.
ﬁllﬁ!wwﬂm_mm“"'|
¥ having been ‘roportod back by Mr. Davis, (rém the

'Commities of Ways and Means, with' two unimportant

amendmenta. This bill aulborives only eleven millieds
of dollars of ho new loan, tho two hundred millioss of
five forties provided for belag ooly a tranafer of & por-
tioo of the ten-forly loan authorfsed by dho last Oom-
gross.

THAR GOLP BLEL.

The Goid bill was not called up to-day In the Houno, s
waa axpeoted, the call of Blates for resolutions mot hav-
iog boen complolod whon the House adjourncd. Il cem
now be takon up out of its rogular order this week only
by unanimous consent. [t may, howover, bo reashod om
the galoudar i 4he Emauoipation Buresu bill sbould be
disposed of 10-morrow or poxt day.

PLAN FOR BRERUOING THE GOLD BURPLUS,

Mr. Wilsou, of lowa, Introduced a bill to roduce the
surplas of gold ta the Treasury, by providing that one.
teush of the revonuo sow required Lo be paid in coin may
be paid in legal tonder molea. This was relerred o the
Commitios of Ways uod Mcans. [t is important thal this
matler should be disposed of al an early day, as its
puudonny unasition and dislurba business ) operations.

THE WHISLEY TAK.

Ths Coufersnos Commities on he lnternal Reveous il
414 wot report wboir dissgreomont w Lbe House to-day,
but will do so lo-morrow morning. The repori was,
bowever, made iu the Seuste, and the Commitioe asked
for ‘instructions Lo report a bill taxiog etocks of whiskey
on hand twonty conts per gallos, and making bho tax
eighiy conts per gatlon after July 1, 1864, sod ons dellar
aftor Jsouary 1, 1865, It was made the special order for
Tuesday, and will no doubt occupy the atteution ‘ ol
houses for some time during lo The
men do ool appear ko gals much sireogth by the qth-
tion and delay of the guestion.

TUE PHESIDENT AND THE DEFARTMENT ADVERTIRING.

It is said that the Proeident has wotified the War and
Navy Departmants vot (o give out advertising except 1s
such papors as he shall indicato. If this aboald be troe,
it 12 & now ueo of Exocutive patronags to conirol & nomi-
naloa.

THE HEGULATIONS REGARDING TRADE' WITH THE
BEOEDED BTATER.

Mr. Blovoos having (siled to obtain & muspension of the
rules te enable him to lutroduge a remolution directing
tho Commitise oa Lhe Cooduct of tie War to loquire late
tho practical operatien of Lrade regulations o regard te
trado with tbe secedod Btates, lssusd by the Scoretary oly
tho Treasury, and approved by the President, and
into the conduct of the military end ethor ofcers
charged with emecullng (Lhem, and wholher any
favoritism or partiaity bad beea shown by such officers,
it was subsequontly renewed by General Gurfiald, of
Onio, undw the call of States for resolutions, and, alter
cons jon, was adopted by & majority of
thirty-three. I‘M opposition was pot (rom aoy ojection
to the investigation being had, but from a desire thal &
apacial committes should be ralscd for Lhat purposs, with
Fraok Blair, or some one else not in the lnterest of Mr.
Chase, as ita chairman. Tt was pul Lorougn, however,
under the provious questioo
THE ATTACK OF THH IRON-CLADS ON PORT SUMITEN.

Tue outire offielal history of the attack of tha jrou-clade
upon Fort Sumter last April I8 at length (o be givea to
the public, the House having to-day, upoa motion of ¥. P.
Biair, Jr., called for the entire correapondence belwesan
the Navy Departmoot and Admiral Dupont, tbe erders,
roports, &oc., previous and subsequoni to thal affale.
This was demaoded ss an act of justice o the de-
parument, the House baving previovsly calied for Ad-
tniral Dupoot's lettors and roports. Mr. Blair stated
that the department had no objection, buk, In fao/
was aopxious that the complets correspondow
ehould be pupdished, as upont's (riends had made v
leut mad persistent attacks upon the department for
wction with reference 0 bim. This correspondence v
It 15 clalmed, not ooly mwn
b'ame, but ghow that it was only after lou lrl.lllol
repested remcnstrancs against the inactivity which
oot nonder his command was subjecied Lo thal it
docided Lo supersede bim 1o the commnand aad add
new lioe of operstions.

THE DRAPT. '

Wao bave authority for saying that there l3no truth in
the statement telegraphed to the Philadelphis papers i@
tho offoct that Frovost Marsbial General Fry would lo day
Issue an order poatponing the draft until the 1et of April,
PREMATURE ANNOUNCEMENT OF GENERAL ORANT'S

APPOINTMENT AS LIEUTENANT GENNRAL.

The bill reviviog the grade of licutenant gensral was
#igned by the preaiding officer of sach house of Congress
today, It has yet to be presented to tho Prosideat for
his approval before iL becomes a law, Therelore bbe an-
nouncement that Graol bad been appointed Lo that ofice
was promatlure.

FULL LENGTH PORTRAIT OF @ENERAL GRANT.

The full length portrais of Gen. Graot, painted by Jobm
Autrobiua, of Chicago, now on exhibition i the Capitel,
has elicited much commendation, particularly from Lhose
who are familiar witly the Geperal. The likeasas is sad
to be perfect, and the picture challenges the admiratios
of artists. It represents the hero Geonoral standing upea
A pr , with a brok ‘by his side, Look-
out Mountain and Missionary Ridge io the backgroasd,
and prepariog with a field glass o observe tho operations
of the army. [t i8 & gplendid picture.

IMPORTANT ARMY NOMINATIONS ¢ONFIRMED DY TEW
BENATE.

The Senate to day in executive seswlon confirmed the

pomination of Major Geoarsl Ulyssea 8. Grant, of the

yolunleers, a8 major geoersl in the regular srmy, wilh

his commisston dating from July 4, 1863, to DIl ao origls

nal vacancy.

The following were confirmed as brigadier generals in
the regular army -

Major General George G. Mends, of volunteors; sommis-
gion dating from July 3, 1863, vice Sumner, decsussd .

Major General William T. Sborman, of volunisers, dat-
qunnJulfi.llll.bﬁll::Fm.
Phi

Major General James B. Me , of volunteors, dat-
ing from August, 1863, vice ¥, retired,
Major General George H. ; of the Volunlesrs,
dating from Oglobar, 1863, vice A o Potired.
Brigadior General Alfred P ton and DBrigadies
General Gouverneur R, Warren lBve beem confirmed a8
major gonarale of volantesrs, thd former from June 23,
1863, and the lalter from May 3, 1

The Benale niso confirmed the (ollowing additional
nominations Lo-day

Risll, Eugene W. Wataon abd Jonll Plorson, o
b-c’tifm "“mm"u“‘ n:§ m-nq. o be
socond lisatennnt

!‘l'!ulll H. Ruggles, of Keotucky, Dulﬂl ﬂ ‘Kingwion, .
’wm'mu f, Loobe, of Pennayivaaia, Consul at Poro
jsom, of Ohia, Consul al Rayoane
‘l’wuﬂn‘h mmm

Sy
Willism nm.y .Onmi Trinidnd.
Franklin Torrey, of

"ﬁlzﬂll H, Hough, of l4aho, t“nluﬁ States Allorney fow

Also aa Collectors of Tateroal Revenne—~Nimrod D, Kin-
saster, Third dmtrict, via: John 8. lh% Fourii
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Barveyors of M. Nadd, for the

ducab, Kentuoky Longtellow T
wm} Wil , port o Loalavilla
Charles Iuh.-,lm ‘and

To ba P. Rodoey and /
w.n‘.m nrwm irginia; LW.*lﬂm'
wid R oonfirma.

of captain
m':‘ fallawing 1o be sasiatant adiviant gensrale, ﬂt‘




