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RESPUNDESTS ARE PARTICULARLY REQUESTED TO SRAL ALL

LETTRIE AND FAURACES SENT C8
NO NOTICE taken of anonymons correspondence. Wo
do not return rejected communications,

ized, to be able to read. Mr. Conkhng, of this State,
offerod a resolution, which was referred to the Recow-
straction € e, for an ot to the constitu-
tion simiar tw that aiready proposed by Mr. Blaine,
bazing Congresslonn! representation on the number of
inhabitants, exeepting such persons as are denied politi-
eal rights om necount of color or race,  Mr. Broomall, of
Feunsy lvania, offerod a preamble and resctution, which
were tabled, siggesiing that, a9 the white men of the
Pistriod of Colugibin had voted on the nusation of giving
the suiitage to black men, the blacke be permitted to
vote on allowing it to the whites, - In accordapee with
the request of the House, the bill w facilliate commerce
between the States, the one which affects some of the
large raliroad monopolies of the country, was returned
from the Seuste; bui there was no deilnite action on it

taken the Coroncr adjourged the further oxmmination
until to-day

The inquest in the case of Mrs. Gilroy, who died from
exposure and want of propor (reatment on board the
ship Ney wis y dsy. The drifs of
the testimony wad to the effect that thoso in charge of
the ship had done for her all that they could do under
the circumstances.  The case |s still under investigation,
and the ex of wit will be i this
morning st eloven o'clock.

An inquest was yesterday held at the New York Hos-
pltal over the remains of Patrick Dunlnp, whose death,
a# alleged, was caused by stabs luflicted on Friday last,
at 150 Washington street, by Edward Johmson. On the
conclusion of the evidence and the rendition of the jury's
verdiol to the ubove effect, & warrant was lssued for the

On motlon of Thad Bievens, the Judiciary Committee
were instructed, by a vote of elghty-two yoeas to seventy-
ling the

arrest of Johnson, who is yet at larga,
A meeting of property owners opposed to the proposed

seven paye, to report on the expedl of ref
lawyers' tost oath. The and & inl off
the Rep tatives from Ark were pr d. The
bill to grant negro euffrage in the District of Columbia
wis taken up and di d In & spirited till the
adjournment ; but no vole on it was reached. During
the course of the day’s proceedings Mr. Kasson, of JIli-
nols, took occasion to refer io the late charges of the
Daily News of this city that the widow of Preaident Lin.
colu carricd public property awsy with ber from the
White House, and to p these slander-
ous and unqualifiedly false.
THE LEGISLATURE.

The Senate of our fate Legislature nasemblod at soven
o'clock last eveniog, mod but very litklle Lusines was
dope, Bills were noticed Lo abolish all laws relative to
the present canal eomtract system,’and to amond the
laws in relation %o non A resolu-
tion was adopted calling upon the State Engincer to re-
port the names of all p holding repair on
the State canals, the date of the commencement of such
contracts and the time when they will expire.

In the A bly T was introduced and re-
ferred providing that the New York city tax levy shall
be reported by the 18th of March and taken up for con-
sideration on some day not Inter than the lat of April.
Two bills of no gencral interest wore passed, and some
of a liko charncter were introduced. The Speaker an.
pounced the Committes on Joint Rules. Billls were
noticed to grant State aid to the Albany und Susqohanna
Railroad, to amend the general Manufuoturing law, to
firm certain action of the Union Telegraph Company
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AMUSEMENTS THIS EVENING.

BROADWAY THEATRE, Broadway —Sovon Suiwdi,

LUCY RUSHTON'S NEW YORK THEATRE, Noa T38
and 730 Brosdway,—Tee SCH00L FOR SCANDAL.

WOOINS THEATRE, Broadwny, opposite the St Nicholas
Hotel.—Tux Harwoos Wrpping.

BAN FRANCISCO MINSTRELS, 535 Broadway, opposita
Metropolitan Hotel —=Ermioriax sSivcing, Daxcivag, &o—
Bruax hwos Aor.

TONY PASTOR'S OPERA HOOU3E, 201 Bowery, —Siwg.
g, Dawcixg, Bonixsquid, &0.—3terinxy’ Escars; on,
Exausy Hoes uv TusLaso.

GEORGE CHRISTY'S MINATRELS —Tuz Oun Bemnorn
or Missrusray, HauLaps, Mosican Gews, &0, al the Fifth
Aveuue Operi Hoose, Nos, 2 and & West Twenty- fourth st

BRYANTE' MINSTRELS, Mechamies' Fall, 478 Broad-
way —Dax Brvawt's Now Stowe e 0—N wceo CoMIcaL-
Tims, Bukirsquks, &C.—LAUGHYOCUANSIR

HOOLEY'S OPERA HOUSE, Brooklyn,—Evmiorias Miv.
sTRELAY—BarLivs, BUnnEaques anp PaNToMiMEd.

NEW YORK MUSEUM 02 ANATOMY, 618 Broadway.
©pen from 104 M. bill 10 P, M 4 i i

DODWORTH HALL, 506 Brondwuy.—Dx Conbora's Lee
Texe—"Tine Law—Muoae va. M,

Now York, Tucsday, January 16, 1888,

NEWSPAFER CIRCULATION,
Recelpts of Salea of the New York Dally
’ Newspapsrs. !
OrFicIAL,
Year Evding
Nowme of Paper May 1, 1985,
IERERER: . Gt st dlvevannsna ety #1,005,000
BRI o s A oh WSk A e a4 368,150
L R M Y 252,000
Evening Post. .. .ooveneciwiiins S 169,437
Wl o v 0o vvnnmnsvaonavsos SR Pp— 100,000
B .. corannranstrenrnanasnssninnpanen 151,079
IREPEEE: o vs cioniisianuns iimpimeneneeoiae 90,548
New Yorx HERALD. ,.ccovivann ... $1,008,000

Times, Tribune, World and Sun combined.. 871,229

- ADVERTISEMENTS FOR THE COUNTRY.

Advertisemaenta for the Wrexiy UrnaLp must be hanidsd
in before teg o'clock every Wednesday evening.  Ita eir-

directors, and for other purposes of minor interest,

MISCELLANEOTUS.

The cold which d on day con-
tinuad yesterday; but it lacked to a very sensible and
agreeable extent the severity of tomperature with which
Inst week was ushered in, and the mercury did not
reach zero. From two tlll six in the morning four de.
gress above zero wns about its figure throughout the
city, though In some particular localities a lower point
was reached. At nine o'clock 1t had rlasn to
mx degrees above, and ot throe o'clock in the
afternoon to twenty-four degrees. Al mine o'clock at
night it had fallen back to twenty-two degrees above,
and at ten o'clock to twenty. At about Lalf-past ten
a gnow storm, which had besn threatening throughout
the ufternoon and evening, set io, and at the hour st
which wo go to press snow continues to fall, affording &
fine prospect of good slefghiug.  We give elsewhere tele-
graphic reportz of the character of the weather through-
out the country.

With the renewnal of the skating sesson yesterday thore
was an immepsity of good sport at all the ponda, both
public and private. *There was o grand time last svening
at Sylvan Lake, Hoboken, there being an immense at-

tendance,
From the jWar Department records it appears that

puid by
of men whe enlmled was 4wo ]

how the iatebest In Mlls matter is increasing there, and |
bow anxions the I'rench government is 1o prevent it
‘cuusing an entanglement with the United Blates, Our
oorrespondent says that Louls Napoleom is mot only
anxious, but in even now preparing, to withdmw his
troops from Mexican torritory. Tho Paris Journa! de
Dibdals, In no article published in ita lssue of the 25th
ultimo, reasoned that tho danger of collizion between
the American troops in Texas and the imperialists on
the opposite bank of the dividing stroam was imminent,
and thought it would be much better for France to with-
draw altogether thun to risk & war with the United Btates,
Moantime tho troubled condition of affairs on the Rio
Gmode wt and around Matamoros continues, and it s
sald that the majority of the inhabitants of that town are
leaving, principally for San Luls Potosl, carrying with
them their specie und other movables of value. Somo of
the men of the command which the American Goneral
Crawford hus enlistod for the Mexican republican ser-
vice recontly undertook to caplure an lmperial gunboat

culation among the enterprising fa
merchants, manufacturers and gentlemen throughout the
country 18 Increasing very rapidly. Advortisements in-
sorted in the Waskey Henatp will thus be seen by alargs
portion of the active and energetic people of the United
Staton

TED NIWS.
CONGRESS,

In tho Senate yesterday Mr. Wilson reportod from the
Wilitnry Committee hin biil icoreasiug and Bxing ihe

reguiar army, with amendments, and & was recom-
mitied. As amended it provides for five regiments of
artillory, twelve of cavalry and fNy-five of infantry,
ten of the latter to be Voteran Reserves and colored
teoops.  Mr. Wilion also roported favorably from the
same committes a bill to establish & uational milliary
and paval asylum, and introduced a bill, which was re-
forsod, providing for the appointment of a buand to
examine all army officers and drop or retire incompe-
tents, Polltions were presented tn favor of nereased
tarill, protecton to various kinde of domestic industry,
for allowance of prize woney o cortaln officers who'
took part in the destruction of the rebel ram Alhe
marle, for prosentation of copien of all  public
documents to the publie schools of the country,
for the retention in serviee of the Veternn Re-
poerve corps, for am  equalizstion of bounty be-
tween the carly and late volunteors for the army, and
for negro suffrage. A resolution was introduced, and re
forred to the Naval Committee, providing for the expul-
alon from the uational Naval Academy of a eadet from
Koentacky, named James 3. Wheelor, who, It s alleged,
merved in the robel army, and that horeafler no parson
of n similar ch ehall Le app d o eltber that
fnatitation or the Milltary Acsdewy. My, Howand, of
Michigau, offered & resolution, which was Inld over, re.
commending that Jefl, Davis and Clement C Clay be Im-
madiately brought to trial on charge of complicity in
the sssmwination of President Lincoin and the starvation
of nationn! soldiers Mr. Chandler, of the same Blute,

offsred a  preamble  and  resolutions, which wers
alse lald over, requesiing the FPramdent, on »e
count of “ircot Preitsin  baving  falled 1o re.

cognine our (lvwe on her for deins es commiiied by
rebel pirstes. w ~ithdrw our Minsto in Eoglwd and
lssue a proc fon for non soursa with that eoun
try. A resolution was adopled nstruciing the Mliiary
Commities to ropors on Lhs oipediency of creating brevet
ranka for men who have served with distinotiou In the

near Mat. ; but the ar dischurgo of & mus-.
kot gave the alarm, led to an exchange of shots from (he
Toxun and Mexican sides of the river, and (rustrated the
rehieme,

Wo publish this morning the instructions lsaned hy the
Hecretary of the Navy of Chile to govern the conduct of
the commandoers of the privatesrs of that republic du-
riug the coutinuance of the present hostilities with
Spain,

The Hon, Marens L. Ward (4 to be inaugurated as Goy-
erpor of the State of New Jerser, at Trenton, to-day,
Extensive proparatiope Bave been made for the cere-
monies, nud a ine military dlsplay is promized.

The Board of Aldermen met yestorday and transacted
a large of husi i were
introdoced and Inld over directing the paving of por-
tlons of East Thirteeuth, East Thirtieth and East Thirty-
third streets and of Secomd snd Third avenues with Bal.
wian pavement, and directing the payment to F. L A
Boole of the sum of mine thowsacd six husdred and fifty
dollars for legal disbursemonts (o the matier of the seve.
ral investigations of charges against him as Cily In.
Fpecior during the past two yours A oommunication
was recelved from the Counsel (o the Corporation (rans-
mitting o report from Mre, Murray Hoflman in relation to
the aflairs of the Public Administrator's offiee, which
wua referred Lo the spocial commities baving the subject
iu charge.

Judge Barnard, siiting in Part 1, of the Bupreme
Court, yesterday ordersd that twonty-two jurom per.
eonally | and mot ring to their names bo
fined twenty-five dollars sach.

An importunt molion was argued yesterday before
Judge MceCunn at the special term of the Superior Court.
It involved the right of city milroads to change the six
eent fare, and was broaght by one Mr. Moneypenny,
nnder the Extortion act of 1957,

The case of McCabe against the proprietors of the
Sunday Mercwry, which is an action for alleged libel in
p coriain r g 'he ch of
& momber of the Hedding Metlhodist church of Jarsey
City, wan ralled for trinl at & late hour yoesterday after.
uoon by Judge Jones, of \he Buperior Court, and a jury
was rworn. The opening of ihe counsel for plaintiff will
begin at slaven o'clock this moming.

In the Marine Court yesterday, before Judge Gross,
Petor Wilson, 8 ssaman of the ship Caprem, brought an
sction agalnit Captain Anderson, of that vessel, for al-
loged cruel treatment.  The cade is not yet concluded.

Capiain Prabody, of the ship Neptune, recently charged
with cruel trest Loof ha p

second avenus, was cemmenced yesierday in the Court
of General Bemions. The case will be resumad 1 -day.
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over threq hundredand one millions-of dolisrs have been |-

dening of Ann and Fulton streots, from Broadway to
Fulton ferry, was held yesterday at Powers' Hotel, in Park
row. Bpeeches were made by several gentlemen, and
arrangements were made for giving practical effect to
their opposition by bringing the matter before the Legis-
lature and the courts, and by endeavoring to induce the
Common Council to rescind the ordinance authorizing
the work.

Cooper Parris and Abraham Groenthal were arrested at
184 Seventh street on Saturday evening on charge of
having been concorned in the robbery, en Thursday last,
at 38 Walker sireet, of over three thousand doliars’ worth
of raw silk, and were yesterday committed to the Tembs
for examination. All the stolen property was recovered.

A fire carly y day Ing st 354 Green-
wich streot, and extended to No. 852, but was extin.
gulshed after damage to both baildings to the amonnt of
about two thousand dollars had boen dome, A fire at
No. 6 Duane street ¥ y aft did dmmage o
the extent of ono th Mol Our telegraphie des-
patches report several fires in country towns. Fires in
Oswego and Binghamton, N. Y., on Sunday, destroyed
aboul eight thousand dollars' worth of property in each
place. Seventy-five thousand dollurs' worth of property
was destroyed in the late Gre at Talladega, Alabama.

From the report of the City Inspector it appears that
the total mortality for the past weok was 440, of which
223 deaths were from soute diseases, 175 from chronie
diseases, and from external and other canses 42, Of the
deaths 100 were men, 89 women, 143 boys and 108 girls.
Thers was u deoroase of 70 comparod with the corres.
ponding week of 18656, and an increase of 8 over the pre-
ceding week.,

Al s large meeting of merchants held in Boston yes-
torday arrangements were made for presenting a hand-
some testimonial to Captain Burke, of the burk Fredo-
nin, for his noble action in the rescue of the paszengers
and erow of tho ship Gratitude, the circumstances of
which were fully described in yestorday's Henan,

AB h despateh us of the wreck on the
5th inst., on the Florida const, of the brig Neva, of
Machias, Me., and the burning on the Ocmulges river, on
the followlng day, of the steamer Asher Ayres, with ihe
losa of six lives in vach case,

The prize fight botween James Kerrignn and Morris
Phelan, for two hundred dollars a side, for which ar-
rangements have been some time Im progress, = ox-
pected to take place Lhis morning somewhere in the State
of Pennaylvania; but the particular locality has been, of
course, kept secrel.

A citizen of Now Orleans has, il s sald, loveuteda
now style of talegraph, which uscs neither electricity, io-

lstors, . chemicals nor poles,

The siock markel was, on the whole, firm yestorday.
Governments were dull.  Gold closed at 18915

Thers was no docided change in the aspect of com-
mercial aflsirs yestorday, though there was rather more
firmness, in eympathy with gold Groceries were
stoady. Cotton firm. Petroloum was sieady. On
'Change flour wus unchanged. Wheat sad corn were

oot in bounties to volunteors in thaiste’ | gull and nominal. Pork was firmer. Beef waa steady.
Tard was steady. Whiskey wes dull, bul uaclinuged.

liony medvfonr hpndred and mxty-obg of :

hom abojt Bevin hundred and thirly-Dns v re- § Beagy: of Prosid Johgsom's | Houth«
colved no "from the nationu! government. ] ern Foliey—Chsering Signe Move-

The | Pasis correspondench relative (0/the |, memes. i e
Mexican we give this morning shewn'} ™~ It is a remarkable fhot that, while Northern

Journals of the capperhead genus discover

from day to day in the proceedinge of Congress
a fized purpose on the part of the radicals to
Tylerize the administration, the leading radical
newspaper organs are beginning to recognize
the good results and cheering prospects of
President Johnson's Soutbern policy, Thus
the Tribune, for examplo, has at length discov-
ered that the work of reconstrnction in pro-
gresa at Washington s but the shadow of the
substantial work going on throughout the
South; thal whites and blacks, landowners and
Iaborers, are harmoniously co-opersting for
profitable crope of cotton, sugar, rice, tobacoo
and corn the coming season; that negro suf-
frage need not be enforced as the firat easential
to Southern restoration, and that there is
every prospect that all the Soathern States will
be represented in Congreas before the close of
the present eession,

Such admissions and calculations from a
radieal journal of the strmitest sect very
broadly indicate the resistless advances and
the final succesa of the restoration programme
of President Johnson. Tis work goes prosper-
ously on, while the two houses of Congr s« are
discussing constitutional amendmenis, und im-
agining dangers from the old secesslon spirit,
still supposed, by such narrow-aighted politi-
cians as Thaddens Stevens, to be predominant
in the South. Bul so it is that ofien, while
philosophers, reformers and political tinkers
are perplexed with the disorders resulting from
great revolutions, they are quistly sellled by
the laws of self-preservation and sclf<interest
operating upon the people direotly ned.,
Self-preservation suggesta to the Southern
whites the necessity of a good understanding
with the blacks with whom (hoy mre inter-
mingled, and self-interest teaches the saviog
poliey of mutual concessions between the two
races. When, too, as in the South, the num-
bers on each side are about equal, and the la-
bor of the blacks ‘is urgently demanded to res-
cue not only themselves, but the whites, from
destitution, we have the strongest securities
for the protection of the black mce,

What means, then, this late letier of General
Grant, in which be says that “for the present,
and until there s full security for equitably
maintaining the safety and rights of all classes
of citizens in the States lately in robellion, I
would not recommend the withdrawal of the
United Siates troops from them,” and that
“while such s force is retalned in the South I

not be otherwise, and especially vhen we take
into the socount the vicious snd ignorant
the rebel turned lopes
Hence,
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disappear with the restoration of the Southern
States to their proper relations to the federal
govornment. A balf dozen reckless roving
vagabonds in a region just emerging from the
chnos of a great revolution may give the ap-
pearance of prevailing insubordination to half
a dozen counties, Against such excepiional
disturbances the evidence i3 overwhelming
ihat the responsible and influential men of the
South, snd the great body of the intelligent
whites, have in good faith submitted to the
issues of the wor, and are honest in their pro-
fessions of submission. But however well dis-
posed the people of Alabams, for instance,
may be to prove their loyalty, appearances
will occasionally be against them so long as
their local laws and civil officers are regulated
by federal decrees and federal soldiers.

In the face of all these drawbacks, however,
such has been the success of President John-
son’s conciliatory policy of Southern restora~
tion that the leading organs of the Northern
radical school are beginning to recognize it.
Let the reconstructors of the South in Congress
try a little of his policy of fhith in the honesty
of Southern submission, and they will soon dis-
cover that neither the harmony of the Union
nor the politioal interests of the party in power
will be endangered from the readmission of
the now excluded States to both houses, with-
out any further conditions of security in the
federal constitution. There is sufficient socu-
rity for the Southern blacks in the constitution
as it now standas.

The Police Commissioners—HBetter Work
Instend of Greater Power.

The recent report of the Metropolitan Police
Commissioners is a very curious document.
In every paragraph it asks for more power,
and in most vases thia increased power ig re-
quested over depsrtmonts not usunlly placed
under police control. The Commissioners pro-
pose to build new station honses in various
precinets in this city and Brooklyn at a
considerable expense. They desire to be
authorized to license pawnbrokers, junk
dealers, auciioneers, carts and cartmen, hacks
and hackmen, omnibuses and omnibus drivers.
They wish io have charge of all sanitary mea-
sures. They request that a fund shall be pro-
vided to bribe offenders whom they are unable
to arrest. They are in favor of the abolilion
of all target companies and the establishment
of o military brigade of policemen. They
want to superintend tenement houses and
cheap lodging honses. They urge the passage
of a law giving them power over the concert
saloons. They suggest that the police should
be initrusted with the excise licenses,
and that all places where liquor Is sold
shonld be placed under thelr super-
vislon. The Commissioners are like Oliver
Twist on a grand scale. They bave produced
a report which, on the seore of modesty, is cer-
tainly unrivalled. They have no confidence in

which they miake in their report are undoubt-
edly excellent, and we should be Inclined
to endorse them if the Commissioners made a
better use of what power they have.. But
under present circumstances wo are rather dis-
posed to hold them to a more strict accounta-
bility for thelr sins of omission than to confer
upon them that almoet exclusive jurisdiction of
the city which they appear to deaire.

In this city crimee of all kinds are alarmingly
upon the increase. In Williamsburg burglam
have rendered whole nelghborhoods almost un-
tenable, [n Brooklyn a man was recently mur-
dered in = public park at eight o'clock In
the evenlog, within a stonc’s throw of
a station bouse, and the police koew
nothing asboal It unll his body was
aceldentally  discovered. The atreet In
which Deputy Carpenter snd Superintendent
Kennedy and ono of the Commissioners reside
is 8o infested with thieves that householdors
are obliged to take the mosl extraordinary
precantions. Foolpads patrol our parks and
public places. Pickpockets tike undisputed
possession of our city cars. We may trace the
canses of this increase of crime to the demo-
ralization of the age; but for the remedy wo look
to the police. We regretl to add that we gene-
rally look in vain. Our police farce is a great
improvement upon the old régime, but it is
still capable of much better work. D'Argen-
son, the famons lieutenant general of the an-
olent police of Paris, declared that he kept hia
gendarmes for show, but depended upon his
detectives for the real efficiency of the public
service, We have o fine array of showy gen-
darmes to escort ladics across Broadway, but
we.need more detectives and more esprif du
corps between (he detectives and the patrol-
won. The present detective force is very
capable, but it is mot large enough to do
what is requnired of . Ewvery night you
may find the detectives distributed among
the various (heatres, while the rest of
the clty is left unprotected. We shonld
have detectives enough to prevent crime as
well as to hunt down criminala. The patrol-
men, too, should be men of more intelligence,
and promotion from the ranks should be made
the reward of merit, instead of being influenced
by the favoritism of politicians. When our
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sity—namely, whiskey,
dollars a gallon was imposed npon this domes-
tio manufacture at the time that the Internal
Revenue luw was passed a few years ago, ex-
empting from the tax the whiskey them on
hand, several large fortunes were made by the
holders of the article. Among those who held
very large quantities of whiskey were Crosby,
of Chigago, und Pike, of Clucinnati, and, singus
lar to say, boih of these lucky speculators ine
vested their suddenly sequired fortunes in
opera houses—two of the finest establishments
of the kind in the United States. The West is
thus in & large measure indebted to the whis-
key tax, with its exemption clause, for a long
progressive step toward civilization. Another
opportunity is mow likely to occur, in the im-
position of an additional tax on whiskey, for
the construction of other opers houses in the
West,

The Southern Foople on the Right Track.

What the Bouth now most needs in order to
give practical effeet to the reconstruction poli-
oy of the President, which can he most effect-
ually aided by attending to the indusirial re-
soarges of the Southern States, is to bring the
land ns rapidly as possible under cultivation,
and by every meaps to make up for time
lost during the war, in ralsing cotfon, suger
and other staples, and restoribg all the appli-
ances of indusiry and labor which hove been
dormant for the past four years. That the land.
owners and leascholders of farms'and planta-
tions in the South are awake to thelr interest
in this matter is evident from the fact that they
have established agencies here to divert the
lnbor and eapital of European emigrants to
Southern farms. Several of this class, it ap-
pears, havié been recently sent to Memphis,

border of the Mississippi river afford good op-
poriunities for this kind of enterprise. Num-
bers of capitalists in ihe Weat have recently
leased cotton plantations on the Mississippl,
but they have been heretofore deterred from
working them from one ceuse or another, the
principal difficulty, it would scem, arising from
fears of negro insurrections that were threat.
ened, but which never took place. The factis
that the negroes in the Southwestern States,
such as Missouri, Kentucky, Arkansas and Mis-
sisaippi, as we learn upon excellent authority,
aye well disposed to labor at a fir price, and
are actually working more zealously than many
of the white race,

There can be no doubt, we think, that the
South offers fine opportunities for the invest-
ment of eapilal. Before the war the resources
of this section of the couniry were never half
developed. The obstructions presented by the
old aristocratic prejudice against labor, and
the millstone of slavery which hung upon the
neck of industry, have both been removed by
the results of the war, and the richest soil and
the best mineral deposits probably to be found
on the continent are now opea to sll who are.

| enterprising enough to develop them. It fa
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this, among many other viluable facts, that no
part of the world ean supply the place of the
Southern Siates In the growth of the indispen-
ssble staple, cotton. We_recoguize, them, in
the movement on the part of the Southern
landowners (o invite industry, labor and capl-
tal to thelr section, an evidence that they eom-
prehond, and are ready to use, the vory best
agencies whereby they can build up the South,
Such means are of vastly more importance to
the interests of the Fouth in its efforts to rein-
vigorate iiself than anything which the poli-
ticians can acoomplish. One acre of Bouthern
soil redeemed from its four years barrenness,
one rallroad put in operation, one cotton mill
set to work, I8 worth the labors of a dozen
reconstruction commiltees, or six months of
windy Congressional debates, and we are glad
to see that the Southern people are beginning
to underatand that fact.

The Mexican Question—Do the Fremch
Intend to Leavel

We give to-day a letter from Paris and an
ariicle extracted from the London Times on
the Mexican question, which are worthy of par-
ticular attention. They discusa the probability
that the French troops will be wilthdrawn at an
early day. There bas been lately & quite posi-
tive modification in the churacter of (he expres-
sions on this subject that come from Enrope.
It was not a grest while ago that the expres-
sions of Earopean letler writors, of the Euro-
pean press and of French diplomacy, thoagh
smooth and flowing enough on the surlace, were
mnch less salisfactory it subjected to analysis
Late in the last year Mr. Seward sald in an
officinl letter:—* No communications, formal or
informal, which have been recelved from the
government of France seem to justify us in ex-
pecting that she ia likely soon to be ready to
remove, as far a8 may depend upon her, the
cause of our deep concern for the harmony of
the two nations.” This was his acknowledg-
ment that then, though =0 much had been
writien, France had never sald a word to jus-
tify the thought that she inlended to withdraw
ber troopa. Neither had she said any such
word In the last French official letters made
public. On the contrary, she made positive
declarations of a quite different mature. She
informed us that she would not withdraw her
troops until we did whati, In the circum-
stanoes, it was absurd lo require—that is, sur-
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scls s to dove soRly, not 1 HeLIA & rage, nna
all will be well. In thus counselling us it evea
leaps to & broad admission of the infrangible
character of the Monroe doctrine “in the nature
of things,” and finally sees thet that docirine
hasa very positive basis, These are its words:—
“European interforence in the affair: of Ameriea
Is impossible in the very nature of things, and
if the Americans will but quiet for the while
a not unnatural sensitiveness they will find all
their dificulties on this score disappear, prob-
ably without the necessity of any scrious exer-
tions.” France has been told repeatedly and
distinetly that the continuance of her troops in
Mexico would disturb the harmonious relations»
not to say the peace, existing between her and
the United States. She sufficiently appreciates
this, as we believe, and we certainly are not
disposed to press the point too sorely. Our
cause does not require that she should be
urged to any undignified haste in her motions.
We can afford to give duc time, as we have
shown, But what the country requires is to be
beyond all question sure that it is really the
purpose of France to retire from Mexico soon.
We do mot want to be put off and quieted
down with epecions statements, made only for
such & purpose, We want to know that all
these stories of the Emperor’s intentions are
not part of the soothing system adopted to
prevent inlerference until such time as some-
thing in the Mexican matter may turn up favor-
able to Maximilian, or until it shall be judged
safe to leave that would-be Emperor to stand
alone, We may be informed of this when the
French Legislature meets next month. In the
meantime we may remember that just about
the time all this pleasant news was leaving
Europe freshly arrived French troops were
Ianding at Vera Cruz, and troops were moving
to drive Juarez from Chibuabua.

The Docks and Plers and the Tribune
Warchouse Job.

The Mayor in his recent message to the Com-
mon Council informed us that the revenues
from the wharves and piers which are the
property of the Corporation are pledged to the
Sinking Fund for the payment of the interest
on the city debt, and that when he as Re
corder, and by virtue of that office one of the
Commissioners of the Sinking Fund, was ap-
plied to by the Pier and Warehouse Company,
or what is beiter known as the Tribune Job
Association, to lease several of the most valu-
able piers of the city for a term of fifty years
upon a mere nominal ideration, he ree
mended that no action should be taken upon
the application—meaning, of course, that he
saw through the whole scheme, and was con-
vinced that it was one of the legislative jobs
by which the city was to be despoiled of a
portion of Its property to benefit a few unscra-
pulous speculators.

We aro aware that the city derives very
little rovenue at present from the wharves; but
.that {8 no reason why they should be given away
to any and every one who has permission of the
Legislature to ask for them. Weo agroe with

' when be says that “ New

Grovods commercia iy i e continy ses
not a single wharf or pier which is not & die-
grace to iL” But we would ask, is there ne
way by which they may be restored except by
surrendering them s free offering to monopolisia
and greedy speculators. We think there Is.
Let the law regulating the rates of wharfage
be so amended that the fees from vessels will
be sufficient to pay a reasonable Interest om
the cost of rebuilding and keeping them im
proper fepair, and eventually they will return
a fair revenue to the Sinking Fund, to be ap-
plied to ita legitimate purposes.

it is very evideni that the rates, ns now
established by law, are too low. Previous te
the war dock builders and laborers could be
hired for from one to two dollars a day. La-
bor is now two bundred per cent higher, the
price of material has advanced in the same
proportion, the taxes on private wharves have
more than doubled, and yet there has beem '
no increase In the rates of wharfage. The
consequence is that the docks have been per-
mitted by lessees and private ownem to go to
decay, and in some instances, where they have
sunk or been carried away by the ice, the tide
now ebbs and flows over the stone heaps upom
which they were built, beeause it will not pay
to reconstruct them.

They should not be permitied thus to remain
o disgrace to the city, and the Legislature, in-
stead of giving designing men a carle blanche to
plunder the Corporation of its property, should
endeavor to protect it and make it yield a
revenue for the purpose of enabling the city to
keep faith with its creditors.  We do not think
our merchants and shipowners, whose interest
it ia to have good und safe docks, would oppose
the raising of the wharfage to paying rates;
but they would unquestionably object to sur-
rendering to & company the control of the
plers, or of placing themselves at the mercy of
a complete monopoly.

We have no doubt if rates of wharfago were
established cven approximating the charges
upon vessels in other ports we would soom
have docks fully equal to those of any coms
mercial city in the world, with the exception,
perbaps, of those of London and Liverpool,
where more strength and dursbility are re-
quired; and, ss Mayor Hoffman says, they eould
be made to yield a revenue not ouly sufficiens
to pay the interest on the cost, but eventually
to pay the whole of such cost.




