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Avnany, Feb. 18, 1867,

Articio 8, section 1, of the constitution of 1846 opens
with the declaration that “the legislative power of this
Blate shall be vested in a Sepate and Assembly,” and
most people undoubtedly faney Lbat such is really the
fact. Dol they fancy a thing that is not, aod indulge in
amost stupendous deluslon. The legislative power of
this Stato is vested in  “lobby,"” the constitution to the
contrary wolwithstanding, Tho lobby is the real law-
making power, while Sepators nnd Assemblymen are
more ornamental figures, like ihe little wooden
men and women om the organ of a wandering
minstrel, which are set in mollon by cunping
mechanism hidden from the spectator's sight
The musiclan turns the bandle of bis organ, sets the

, figures hoppiog and jumpiog about, and grinds out the

music 1o the delight of the eyes nod ears of hig specta
tore.  As the muosiclan s to the organ the labby is to the
Lagtslatn The lobby torns the hsodle of the mam-
moth 1ve organ, this brings {uto play a varety of
eprings and complicated contrivances, canses the figures
up atalrs and down stalrs to move apparently in a very
lifelike and serious maoner, and grinds out your
law for von in the most oatural lookiog style fma-
ginable,

It 18 a very delicate porformance and quits entertain:
ing at times, As an operation exhibiting a hich degres
of mecbanical skill it is wonderful and might astonish
the famous carponter-mason of Salbris  himself, of
whom Victor Hugo tells us In his “Tollers of
the Sea.”" Hut is it the corroct thing after all, this
cheating of the people out of their most sacrod
rights—the right to make laws to govern themselves
through their logally clivson represcptatives? It is not
only no' corroct, bt it {8 a gross violatien of the provi.
sion# of the constitution.  If the lobhy is the real gov-
erning power, of what use !s it annually to zo through
with the \‘Tenairo luxury of electing membors to the
Legidlatore ®  Bettar to omit the eustom, abolsh it nlto-
gether, and transfer openly the entire lawmaking power
to the lobby, which now cxercises it secretly, Thal
would at lenat bave the merit of being no cheat,

But (o treat the sohblect serjously. 1f atl ome
hears of the post and present be tme, legislation
at Albany f5 countrolled hy a few influentinl men,
of whom the piblie kpows little or nothing, and
who have little or ne Interest in common with
the public. No bills aof a private or corporate natire
can be puseed without tho assletnnes of thess few infln.
ential men (about thirty in nnmbor), and their good will
and services ave only to ba obisined for a valuanle con.
siderntion Sometimes the consideration i= friendship;
sometimes it iz an terest In the subject matter of
Iegisiation, and somotimes It is money. These thirty
influentinl men profess to be the conseionca keapors
of memboers, their intimate nnd bosom friends, and 1n
many cases propiistors of their bodies aod soulz.  They
boast that ther can make or unmulke bills, and are regu-
Yarly engazod frequently to make and unmake.  Rowme
are the recognized and paid agents of millionaires in.
torested ' in  promoting or slasghtering certain kinds
of legisiation.  Others ropresent  small  corpo-
mtlon or private claimants;  still others come
on their ewn book and  hover about here,
like "!!l'ltm I;mwm-r. “waiting for something to turn
up."” They seldom go away withoul turning up some.
mt“ simebody 1o their own mla.'mthng. ﬁw best
hotels and the highest rates of board are patronized by
these enterprising adventorers,  They live well genor-
alty, smoke and drink much, but sleop very homeo-
g.nrhglg, They llnako !lmmnlvn! ublquitous during

g ' : membors aa closely ss
sbhadows. In 1850 Governor ) m
referred to them briefly thus:—

The duties of legislators, always arduous and 'perplesing,
have been rendered more distastelul and frksome of I.n{-
oars by the growth and wlenen of the practics of em.
ul.q::: ugfmtlli:.mm»;lkm thtuhm i theie h;'u- m:‘u‘a Wy
Yy m in r walks wy ropreaseniationn IMPOT.
tunitics in behalf of bills in which & personasl ol'l f

interest In invalved. These 1
ntive balle, AnQ Tollow members sven 4 their s

, in his

enrporale
the lngis.

hnlle; g~ wven hh“'t’;h Aents, hﬁu
and ko annoying this wotier Lhat
e n trade, on’m gninful bm never mi]tm:.’ I.I'o

existenoe and Its exoesses tend 10 ereste o general -
m o all billa invalving a private interost. A elmun'r
bill nifTecting »
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ne badls  of legisiation  aud with  tho  mombers

the Cansl oo He et himself up as nn
ndopenden in I line, (A0 - AN atite
uneeanf gl Fodeodt his fleld of operations woas tm a
measure oue upteodden by any belore him, and ho gid
nol, thapelise, Lave to enconnier Whe satie oppoaition nw
othors whe (nvaded the pecaliar procivets of long es.

tabilistind lobivisie Y. Wood may be said, co uent.
I¥ 1o Lowe bulll up the sanal elaim business bimself, and
WoE aeserted e did not fAnd it unworthiv of his inlents,
Rumor hae f that the smiling, otly and insinusting Dan
found the Cannis an El Dorade morse and cer-
tain thap Californis or Australlen. Homor has @ sian-
derous tongue, however, and this m be only
one of her maliclens wventions. Whether no,
1 do pot back her up in  this insiance, 1@:{
according 1o Henry Bmith, of Albany, s now n “very
venerable and experienced gentlerman from Omondagn. '
No loDger i me of the third house bo s at present
the repablican leader of the Asserably. Ho has beon a
member for un:l and in tho present House fills
the pusition of of the Committee of Ways and
Means.  He is o prosy speaker, but n good worker and a
th h adept In the tricks and intricacios of legisia-
tion. Ho has fow of the glittering but some of the solid
attribites of a leader: is decidediy botler im manipu.
! a than in di § A nice point in debats,

eloguence and waking wit are cssentinlea He {8
Lhe recognized champion of the canals,

+  BEN FIELD,

Aay history of the lobby, long or short, would be in-
complete without some mention of Ben Fleid, of Albion,
Orleans county. to class

It would pe

-&m is o ¥ id

v any more than could Grinvell and others of the

same clasa that Oourished in “the good old timeas,'' now

dead and gone. He doos not buy and sell
nor doed ho advocate jobs becsuse he

or ve share in

up to the position of Inader by
and remarkable shrewdness,
Illnalih moat of the

but he fel out with *
over gince heon one of the most determined, a
Indugtrious opponents of ihe deposed king of
He come3 here lnrly every winter,
Delavan during the lative term, and Qreupes him-
selt with lobbying for and againgt bilta for' political rea-
ons. _About a month or more ago I gave you n sketoh
of Ben during the i + autending the S fnl
canvass, It was a faithful photograph as far a8
Ii went, Ben ia a large, plump, rosy mortal,
with  a inassive head surrounded with plonty
of halr and mystery, He (8 a strapge, un-
fathomable genius, ever moving about with a thought-
ful brow, and supposed to be eternally plotting and plan-
ning some tr i} h or_sch that are to
shake Albany to itz very cegtre. He 13 provokiogly re-
ticent, and wiks litte, like most oraclea; never
“Llatbers’ nor blurls out his secrola vnnecasaarily, bul
gets all Lo can from everybody else.  Ben s interosted,
I believe, in sleeping cars, and has a nice farm in
Alblon, Orleans county,

With these preliminary observations as to the Jobby in
general in the past and pregent, let me without further
ndo proceed to sletch the live men of to-day, who seem
lto ‘i'nnlrol. each {n Lis own way, the machivery of legia-

atlon.

It i proper to premise that I do not wish it to be un-
derstood that the people whom I have and shall men-
tion come within tlie descriptions T bhave already given
of the general chasncteristics of the lobby, Bome of
them nro men who now oecupy high socinl positions,
nnd who nre above the breath of low suspicion, Thia s
partioularly the cnse of a few of the old nssoriates of
Weed—men who dabbled 1n lobbying merely for the love
and excitement of the thing. But the skotches I am
about to pive are of individuals whom common
fume  mnkea mombers of the presont lobby,
and I bave no doubt common fame I8 right,
Of one of these individuals, Van Vochten, T have already
Riven a vory trus and sufliclently correct accoant, Lut T
may add here that tho succesa which he and Wood met
with was the means of inducing others to attempt in-
dependent lobbying, and thus was undermined gradually
the Weed influence, until now the “Old Man" |8 & mere
cipher, deserted by nearly all hls former adherents and
totally disregarded by the new men that are springing

up all over tho State. There is no succeasor to his power
aud Infivence, however. What be wielded 8 now
divided amony somo seore of hungry imfators, each in-
dopendent of the other, and no one exercising that
Inrge und extended sway over both demoorals and re.
P that so dist ished the Weed era. A groat
big job Lins now to be accomplished by a combination
amobg ssveral of these people, effe by mioe diplo-
macy and the most skilful mancuverine, while before
the same thing could be done by the simple nod
o;“ﬁ‘oo:n of one man. Verlly times have indeed
o H

The leading lobbyists of the present time seem to be
Barber, Abram Van Vechten, Hugh Hastiags,

, Jones, M. P, Bemis, Willlam Richardson,

Thomns G. Alvord, Honry Smith, Dan D. Conover, J.

C. Cnrey, Frederick Litvlejobn, James J, Belden, Petor
. Ward, Kirk Bruce, 0. P. Shaw, Charles H.
son, Thomas B, Van Buren, Goorge Bherrill, Waldo
Huotoline, 0. P, Stoart, Jobn peon, D. D. 8, Brown,
Willinm 8. King, Colonel Vandenberg, Jas. B. Swain,
Hepjamin F., Maniere, Charlen Vandervoort, ex-Speaker
Hoskips, Croffut, Nelson J. Waterbury, aad some mem-
bers and (riends of the Citlzens' Association, -Behind
thewe, and tho real powers who set all the machinery n
motion, but who seldom appear here fpsis persomis,
are such men ns George Law, the Vanderbilts, Oliver

Charinck, Jacob !lu‘p.i Pater B. , Henry Keop,
Joel Wolf, John Kere, Bill Tweed, ﬂnl:z__ug [

hoat of pationsl, State and

many business men of the metropolis interested 1n the
passage or slaughter of certain |

{some of the most remarkable and ment among
those | have enumernied as actual e?-lm. His first
lpzumm in Albany was in the rile of a bright Irish
Ind, freal from the native nod, and overfio with the

ville intorest mav proporly be ex.
and commended by the peraon  or L"“‘"""- love of fun and adventurs. He was without friends and
I:L somo one anthorfzed to uz:_--x in his bahalf. who | withous monev, but soom managed to fall in with both,
should confine his efforts mainly (o the commitice orcom: | One of his earlicst occupations was that of clerk 1o an
milteas baving in charge the measurs In question, Reyond i in which capacity he does not to have
thin lobbying 18 objec fonable: and when {f fol} b s "y g e i
0 their private apartments, and (nirudes npon hours re. | DA nway to owe t pecuniarily
sorved for studying documents and prepari in in- | But he atiached to him the good will of all the fast
Praciscen anilto diiapprove All il which | sball save goud | Steveied to the. dignity CF ebiicy aud pecpeiter
i id which LY e
Feasous to belleve have bae passed by sach means, :':klr - m%&’&m&'&n nushrl:ra:
SHORT TUSTORY OF THE LONGY, matsoric-like ex brilliant. The
I don't know that anyihing llke a rogular, connected | indulged continually in the expensive luxury of sensation

history of the New York lobby has ever beem written,
and T do not intend to attempt the task., Hut a short
sketeh of the instisution with little photogray of its
hadin, ornaments of the present day will mot be
out of scason during this year's session. When and
whers lobbying had its origin 1 am unable to
state.  Ier it always existed where legisiative
bodies preval But it establlshment as » regu-
larly organized Institution doss pot date further back
than some Lwenty years ogo. Thuriow Weed i the man
who built it up and kept il _together for years
with pare L el and ability, How well *“the old man”
marsged his cards, how often Le carried the highest
trurjs and won the game in dashing style, it ta hardly
meccssary to dwell upon. Thurlow for years was tho
absolate despot of the lubby. He ruled with aAlmost un-
disputed sway, and held the reins of power in hia band
with an iron grip. All who entered his dominions
had to do homage before the throne of King Thurlow,
and wo{ad his commands like oyl and dutiful sub-
Jects. o those days Lils masocintes wore men a8
Grinnell, “lmeon Iiraper, Jim Bowen (since Police
Commissioner and General, and now Com-
missioner of Charitles), *“‘Farmer” Avell, of Li
ton county ; Hollis While, of N Falls; .
Bmith, of Syracuse; Palmer V. -r{'uu: 0. B
Mattison, of Utica; Shonill Holmes, of Yan; Oiver
Ladue, of Listle Falls; Ausun Myers, of Syracuse, and
othors of Lumnmn 8 of Lhem are now passed
Into anolher sphere, most them sul) live, and no
doubl look baek
zeail with feellngs of plensant r
Avoli was :.!mllr appuinted Call of Intornal
by Presid on, but was rejocied by the
Senale.

It would be wrong to represent all the parties 1 have
oamed os reguiar lobbyiste, Th wml:otu strictly
within the meaning of the wond, but camo whenever
“old man Weed'' calied, and gave their nssistance with
- some of them expected a Iarge lnterest 1n

otherz stipulaed for & money consideration, snme
asked meroly for their expena s, whiie some more took
o bhand o merely for thy love of the thing, considering
1% hopor gh o be 4 by *“the old man'' or
to show lotters froin the veleran chiel calling them 1o
Albsny. No man ever before or sinee  oxer-
cised the same amount

but  like

would be a lom,

would strike out on bs

hooll 1 of.'l“ but the infl of Th ?“
r moor uenee

and m:;u‘:w:uhrl’llﬂ“ﬂ“ﬂumh m:rt:;

mortal who dared attempt competition with the wily
lator, The sy morial would be happy

ABRAM VAN VEORTEN,

s ularly tormed n-malh
m. - nbﬁ Brought up in the
orlhnllw,mmnmpod life a8 an

mado his débat Tn hitical lifo ne ?ﬂ._o-uuu
B politioal life as
the stails of Governors Hamilton Fiah and Washington
Hunt.  Wiile fifing this honorable be was
iy ght loto i ! leadl w
of the lobby, and thus pickod up‘:n::- mh;"ﬂm
information ns 1o 115 ways and means, When the term
of bis ndjutant generalanip expired, he went out & wiser
if Dot & bettor man, and took o the , of which he
soon becams one of the bnght, partieular stars, He I8
40 como frat among those I intend to sketeb,
ha was the first man that sucoseded |n gain
t footiold in opposition to the power
and may be 1o be the pioneer of
orilia uu? afr Tobiry i
ow rk
. 5:. cily matt
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to the glorious ﬂ{l ot Kine :nm-toﬁ '

ers that ornament his amiling countenance  He s said
‘have had o fiuger in several very larve jwes that bave
cooked In this virtuous capital, and some state ho
ow worth about $300, Hi= operations ar not
fined within strict boundaries, but he Las beerrsome-
identified with city bills, and Las olten worked
through, but sometimes to defoat them.
about forty-five years of age.
D, RARNER
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! wWrong, perhaps,
Benjamin tm:::b:he Inyullr 'I?hby'wl.g for he is not one
daioad. for y

the State. Unti) this winter he had wot made his sp-
pearance st Alhany for three wosrs. Whenever he
li-ures hore, bowever, he talies a wory leading part, and
thin 1= due as much 1o his own adroiiness as to the fack
Usat e pegwescutn George Law, the wealthy and grasp-
ing mopopolist, 1 should state that Bemi= was vae of
:.:_;:d'. l;uh:rltl?enmm llﬂl“ oiten to be called to
hany by “the old man'' to perform |mporiant ser-
::-.;;. mu[nkiu :::mmmnh he omuste:“m
s ons t fm to the on
of Erastus Corning and George Law, and thus he con-
tracted business relations with two of the most in-
fluontisl men of the State. Bemis was connecled
with Law's and gridiron raldroad schemes. He
resides at Mayv Chautauqus county, and was many
years ago clerk of that county, Heis a farmer, and
a nieo of batween one and two thousand acres,
He ls to be now worth' nearly half a million. He is
a plo:sant, gentlemanly feliow,

on one of the Kings county mombers.
savers smow storms that occurerd a
tho aftermoon passenger train of the
Harlem Rallroad for New York pot smow-bound near
Chatham Four G Among the passongers were
Richardson, the Kings county member in question, and
& pumber of other members, bwides some ladies, A

deal of fun and practical joking took place, and the
olowing Bunday an e account of the whole
nffair lppmﬁm in one the metropolitan =ensation

e d od

weeklies. was repr tiing up
capers unbefitting his gray locks and S ADLOCS-
dents, The Kings county member was the author

of the article, and on his roturn to Albany was
alnrmed to hear from his friends thal Richardson
had’ taken wmortal at the publication of
hig¢ mame in such a compection. The same evening
the member discovered a note on his desk, and on open-
ing 1t found it to contain the following warlike invita-
tlon:—

Sm—In last Bunday's — T find an article which T think
grossly assalls my character. Understanding thal you are
th:'l;u\:;hur of the seurriious ?oﬂsglnlnn'-"nnht d«m-:ﬂ ::n '.Lu-
m nto & y Or warn you i} chagtise i

o 5 WM., RIC &BDS(};.

The Kinga econnty member looked aghast.
bad got himself into na pice fix by his con.
founded emcof'hes scribendi! WVisions of platols, coffins
and graveyards floated before his mind's eve in
a moment, He saw himself a corpes, or his friend
Richardson *“a dead hody'' ana he a morderer. an
outeast from society, He wns notl married, but Lhere
were his constituents, who depeaded upon him and
1ooked to him to beenma famouvsor perizh in the attempl,
Would hie offer himsell up a sacrifice to the bloodihirsty
ax.deacon, or wonld he not® Thal was the question,
Would hoe apologize or fight? He would do the former,
and forthwith dashed off an homble explanation to the
terrible Richardson, He showed this humble answor to
some of his friends, at whoge suggestion he tore it up,
and rosolved to go boldly forth and confront hig chal-
lenger.  Accomwpaniod bv two of theze (ricnds he salllod
out from the Capitol and bent his steps toward the Dela-
van Houso. On the way he favored his friends with a
singularly accurate and  close analysis  of  the
disparity between Richardson and himsell (o the
matter of feet and inchea. Ho demonstirated
how readily Richard=om, supposing lum to be
canmbalistically  inglined. mizkit  “epaw ™  him
tthe member) up and reduce him 1o a pulverized condi-
tion in a remarkabiy ahort pericd. He exposed the posi-
tive folly and downright implely of duelling, and
strengthenrd Lis arguments by some half dozen or more
drinks all round at different hotela and restaurants be-
tween the Capitol and the Delavan House. At lengih
the latter pilnce was reached, but Richardeon was no-

where to bo seer, peither in the barrosm nor refectory,
nor reading room por nffice.  The moro Richardson woas
not (o be seen the more anxions the member was to goo
Lim.  In fact, the member plaved o sacond Winkle to
perfection. Inquiries of Mr. MoCloskev, the clerk, at
Inst disclosed the important fact lhnkkiclmrnson wag

Anpoaring bhere smjly a8 the counssl of the Hudsen
River and Hurtom"I Railroad Companies. I mention
them, howevor, as prominent parties who figure here
during the logislative session.

FESIAMIN P, MANNTERS
Baz quite & aumber of frons in the fire. Indeed he Is one
of the great pawars at Albany, baving st his back so
many influential people, and y posted in
all the dodees and arig of law aud law shaking
His chief projects this winter are ope, seeking
powera for board of Police
another to remodel the whole schoal system of Lthe metro-
polis as developed in Assemblyman 'a bill, Both
are highly important measures, and the has created
lvhmop?nﬂ!m from nearly every class affected by
it re's antecedents are well known. He was
Btate Senator, United States Provost Marshal in his dis-
trict during the war, and filled other positions. He is a
small man, butfull of vitality and Inexhaustible in ex-

of my p

pedionts.
For tha ol Kketrh lery of loh-
l:{!lblhm resorved some of the mgmnu and
rallroad folks, not because they are least im-
poriant, but because | fer to wind up, as well as open,
with some of the big bugs. Foremost among them 1
abould meation

OOLONRL VANDENRURGH,
who is a enthusiast on the subiect of a tumnel
railroad tha relief of WU&{‘”E- isa d;fll en.
gineer by profession and is undou & man of con-
sldmb!b:lhllur and extensive information. He was
born somewhers in tho interior of the State, but has
had the rustic verdancy koocked ont of him by travel
abroad and close study. Happening to  be

in  London - dummg tho construction of the
underground railroad there, he became thoroughly
LY d with the suhject of tunuelling, ventilation,

grades, sewors. gas and water muns, and overything ro-
lating to subterrenean passage-making. On roturning
home he found the idea had just been broached bafore the
lglhlun of relleving Broadway by n tunnel raliway,
and ho announced himsell s an ardent ad-ocate of such
a plan. A Canadian named Wilson had submtied to the
Lenislature a rather impracticable plan for a route down
below the sewers and gas and waier maing E_mn?'hnre

MEXICO.

B

DUR ZACATECAS CORRESPONDENCE.
Ortega Sent te San Luis for Court Murrial-
Juarez Wants Civil Dissenslons te be
Aveided—The Minean Nenr Sombrerete-De-
scription of FresnMlo—Arrival at Zacatecas,
Zacarecas, Jan. 23, 1587,
‘We left Durango Monday, January 14, 1867, aboat alx
A M., escorted out of the city by a pumber of the lead.
ing eltizenn. There was pot, however, 8o much enthu.
slasm displayed as has heretofore been noticed st other
cities and towns. About two P. M. we resched the
haclonds of La Punia, where we breakfasied. Wo after-
wards procesded to the bacienda of San Quentin, which
we reached ot a quarter to sight P. M—seventoen leagues
for the day. The road throughout the day's journey
was very rough and the oountry thickly spread over
with voleanie limestone boulders. The valleys traversed
aro well waterod, for Mexico, by the southern branch of
the Rio del Mezquital, which flows through Northern
Jalisco 1mlo the Pacific. The mountpins ars tumbied
about In wild confusion and frequently covered with
extensive forests of mezquit and other trees. The lands
in the valleys are of & good quality, and; irrigated by the
wators of the river, produce bountifully of the cereals,
principally corn. In the aflernecn we passed two large
cornfieids, one of which had five thousand and the other
seven thoussnd mcres. Immonse forests of nopral are
scattered along the road, many of the trees thirly feet
high.
Pan Quentin is a little collection of mud huts, with
the usual casa grande of the hacienda in & promioent
i There are, perhaps, one hundred and fifty iv-

in the rogion of Orcus.  Colonel Vi gh
the whole design, and prepured ome which recommended
itzelf somewhat more strongly to the common sense and
optica of the learned Senators and Amsgmblemen. Ever
8l llu has heen n:lh. hr::lt cnroledhiﬁm:i of m
tulffhel systom, = apent A time
money In improving and forwarding the proasects
of his darling scheme. It is his thems of conversation
by day and he droams of It by night. If he falls intoa
prematars grave, it will cerla'nly be from wo attack of
tunnel on the brin
OHARLEY AEAW
I# Vandenburgh's shadow. Wherever “tho Colonel” is
there Charley I8 nlmost surs to be found, unless it be
early in the moming, when Charley's hedd iz enugeled
under the bedclothes, while *‘the Colonel’s" s indus.
triouzly marching up and down the halla of the hotel,
Charley i5s a gav and festive, dapper little body, full
of gossip and good nature, He is a distingujzbed gradu-
ale of Yale or Harvard, and a lawyer by profession. He
seorns to he enlled a Iobbyi=t, and beliewes all loboyists
are Lis mortal foes; sava they regard him ns an intrader,
and won't tolerate him at all. A emart, indvstrious
Hitle fellow 15 =haw, with a topgoe that never tires an-
128% his throat 15 gore, and n brain that is constantly in a
fermoent. Ho has been mixed up with a few important
schemes, and k= now Vandenbuargh's iudetatizable ass:st-
ant ia the underpround raflroad project,
TAOMAS B, VAN BUREY,
an ex member of Azssembiv and a prominent republican
of the Twenty-first ward, '8 another advocate of the
Vandeubursh scheme, nnd, n8 o lobbrist, ts olever.  Ha
fa sl not to object to teke a band in anything that
comes (o his way.
GENEMAL JANES R SWAINE
is the orfginator of the three tier railrond sehieme, about
which s much has been hieard of late, and is one of that
olass of people who when they take hold of an lden
allow thomselees to be Tun away with and siake every-
thing on it2 anceess.  Ile e an enthusiast on the subject
of lis railway plap to relieve Hromaway. The General
Leep= hachelor's bail up here, and keeps plonty on hand
for his friends. He | a hard and persistent worker,
Fred Littlejohn, Dan Conover and General Serrell sup-
lmrl. him in his efforts to have his plan sanctioned by
aw.

JOHS THOMPRON,
the principal party Interested in the vnderground rail-
road sehome rec dod by tha epecial ittee of

the 8 s n amall wan, about shaw's size, and a very

not in Albany at all. and that the 1 Iy
Liad been sold. Subasqoent developments showed that
the chnllenge was the invention of some New York
member, who desired to test the Kings county member's
meila, The coolest part of the procoedines was the pro-
testagion of the vietimised legisiator that be know all
along it was a mere joke, and was only keeping it up
himsell
THOMAS G ALVORD

a member of the lobby for many years,
looking after the iplerests of aalt manufactories al Syra-
cuge, and that he has at present a nice little job
the Committos on Roads and He is one of the
propriotors of the Salina and Cenirs! Plank Road Com.

There ia a ramor that
voung Ketehum's pardon will shorly hql.:;ud.
negotintions of tha eh
Sessiona hus the fame of being & vory re
anything he undeftakes to

Tt may be wﬂn;m.h:eru‘ d
1
muﬂllunanuhn.w!
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struggling Nowlan,

L

CRAUNOET M, DEFEW
oot fairly Lo clameed among

shrewd, sharp fellow., He was originally connected
with Vandenburgh, but i= now asrociated with Wolf and
other wealthy men of the same stnmp.  He is alded
here by an ex-Tribune reporter named Croffut, a sort of a
half develop~d lobbyist, who doea the scribbling for
Thompson and tries to operate (avorably on the corres-
pondeats and reporters.  Croffut 15 a fair newspaper
man, but of his genius for e lobby there has been
little chance to ‘]'udgc yet. Davison, the Pneumatic
talirond manp, also working in the interest of

'l'l-s:rnn.

des those T have mentioned above there are a few
other und>rgroand and elevated railroad men, such as
Willson, the first projector of a Broadway tunnel plan ;
Williama, Inventor of an elevated mode. and some parties
Interested in the bulkhead and Yonker's pateot pro-

joota, But I have given you a sufficiently full account
ol the for the present, and if I have more that
might be added will regerve it for a future paper,

CUBA.

OUR HAVANA CORRESPONDENCE,

Treaty Betweea St. Dowminge and the United
States—Gallant Act of the United Stntes
sieamor Winocoaski—Important Fallure—
Commercinl, &c.

s Havawa, Feb, 20, 1587,

The result of my tnvestigations about the Havana mail
bag per Eagle, sent to Koy West and not returned till
recenily, is that the bag was erroneously Iabelled *‘Eoy
West;" and therefore the delay was cansed by your Post
Office, The mistako has done & good deal of mischief,

concluded, and goes by this steamer—ihe som of Mr.
#mith, who arrived here last Sonday, belng the bearer
of that very Interesting document. Mr. Folsom, onr
Consul at Cape Hayti, accompanies Mr. Smith, in the
Columbia,. We wish them a safe and congratulate
Mr. Sommers Smith, whalever may be the tenor of the
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habitants, The accommodations for the night were
rather poor, and the President, as wall as the resi, had
to rough ft a little.

On Tuosday wo loft San Quentin at half.past eight A.
M., breakfasted at San Felipe hacienda, and reached
El Mortero baciendn, a ton leagues’ journey, at three
P. M. The road was good as far as San Fellpe, the lands
that bordered it very fertile, but not so well watered as
yesterdsy. A few immense cornflelds, which we passed,
were surrounded by wood and stone fencas, The moun-
taing nround ne were very lofty, and wo were riding
probably at an olevation of seven thousand feet above
the level of the sea. San Felipe is a smnll agricaltural
buciouda, with perbaps seventy-five imhatitants, El
Martero i= o true eld | 1 id . beauntifully lo-
eatdd npon a commanding eminonce, and overiooking an A
wnmonse and fertile valley, completely locked In by
lofty monntains, Arcund the great casteliated mansion
are the Luts of the peons who live opon the estge,  Over
the front entraoce are the famiiy arms of the
Chunt of Guallmaps, the [lormer oOwner of the
estates which, during the time of the' 8panish Mayor-
azgos, belonged to the femily, These ¢7tales were then
iminense, nod extended northward beyond the capital of
Durango to the hacienda of Guadalfipe. Esteven del
Campo was the last heir of the d ; but bad g
ment and a prodigal life finally reduced him to the
hncienda of Guadatupe, which he afterwards sold, and
died in a miserable rancho,

El Mortero in former days must have been a glorious

old feadal castle, where feasting and the wassall bow!
were the glory of the hoar, The old mansion i3 about
one hundred and fifty fee! square. and built around an
interior court yard about one bundred feet on each side,
Pillared corridors run around the interior, and baleonies
are found at all the froot windows of the sscond story.
From these balcoules yon see winding through the great
valley the little river, which, like a rilver thread, plittera
here and thero in the sunshinp. So vasi is this valley
that you can trace the clumps of mezquit trees as they
grow smaller and gmaller to the view, and, geutly climb-
ing the loog slope of the mountalns, are finally, four
thousand feet above and many a league from you, Jost
almost, or at least nppear like verdure on the mountain
gide, On the side of the mounlain, two leagues from
the house, the grass and bushes were oll on fire and a
strong wind blowing up the slope. In the darkoess of
the night the aigit was wildly grand.

On Wednesday we travclled from El Mortero to Som-
brercte, oleven leagnes. We left El Mortero sl soven
o'clock A. M., after the usual cup of chocolate. At a
polnt about one and &-hall leagnos beyond, and near the
haciends of Concepuion, is the dividing line belween
Durango and Zacatéeas. I observe that there has bven
A marked differoncd in the reception of the government
nlong the foute to-day. Tt s Chihoabua over again.
Every rancho pours out its inmates who wish 10 slop the
carringes and to shake hands with the President. Do-

formed o part of his escort onward. At the Arroyo del
m.nhﬂulm'ﬂ‘-m l:;:,.nalhr oom-
tniseton met the nt, and the party galhered
on the bank of the river where a welcoming speech was
read and responded to. In this h T obssrved that
which | have noticed in near hizspeeches; he nevor
falls to hdmonish the people it ia pot the conclusion
of Mmmnm'{:nmmm
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The whole city,
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much troublo to have their commanications thus rat, and
harrisd the .evacuation of the latter cily, Whon the
French oceuplod Sein the first time the clergy.poursd
into 1t ‘with then, and tmmuedintely there, despite the
recognition of the * Laws of Reform' by Maximilian,
overta
with all ita ceremonics. The Fronch iaughed ot it, for
they commanded whore they ploased; but the clarzy
gaw the regencration of thelr lost power, and worked

hard to fortify it. It was the same in every town and
city occupied by the intervention. The clerey as quictly
d d u aoe of the diffarent points

by tha liberals, The extrome hberal condition of Znca-
tecns, it ls said, 18 due vory much to Governor Francico
Giarcia, who governed in 1824 His lnws were ao liberal,
salutary and valonble to the State. that they gave ag im-
pulse to liberty which was never logt It was he who
raleed the first great army of liberty, which was 80 orn-
elly massaored by the copsorvative troops under “anta
Anna

* On Friday we lefl Foin at halfpast seven A M. and
renchied Rancho Grande st one P, 5. —tan leagoes. Soma
people from Sein escorted n= & fow leagnes and then
ook leave of us, The only point passed on the road was
Snnce, consisting of haif o dozen miscrable mud huts
Tha firal seven leagues wnd over very rough aod broken
ground, barren, uhcoltiveted and quite useless. Deep
ravines hal beep frequently ont ioto the valleys by tha
now dry watorcourses, A few stunted shrubs covered
the enndy and desolate moontain slopes. The last three
leagues were a Little helt}nr. !-u'i nrnh m:r"l‘la IAlt; hmuo‘“ Ilnso
Grande, containing, perhaps, fiye hundr uhabitants,
we had ensu;rx\vr:m reception, The w[ag_lg mﬁr_
tion erowded out in their rags to walcoma atd to L]
Prezident. A little church actached to the Laclenda rang
out ita joy for a full hour, Rancho Grauda (= the ceotrs
of a little agricultural distrior, and 18 situated npon the
bank of & mall stream, which irrigates ils lands. Thers
is an excellent billiard tabie and several cages of wild
beasts and birds upon the estate; also many other thinga
which might add to the pleasura of the family who oo-
casionally occupy the plage as a country resort,

On Snturday we Iaft Rancho Grande at half.past savon
A, M., and reached Freanillo al balf-past twelve P. M. —
olght leagnes. The country 15 very barren along ths
whole route, and covered for the greater part of the
way with thick clumps of mapal trees from two to nina
feet hagh.

About two leagues from Fresniilo we were met by ita
deputation—numaerous carriages were in attendance,
geveral of them with Indies. The President nnd Minia-
ters rode ioto town in the Fresoillo earmages, At the
outskirts of the place a large crowd of people wished te
draw the President’s coach Into the city, bul, as usual,
he refused fo permit it. ‘The crowd ip the stroats was
dense, and the enthusiasm unbeunded. Arrived at the

and & short o by' Mnll:n:. Tha
finisbed, ernmen| quar-
at famous m’-ﬂ'w haei l'l'lnl!!o. and

tk:ludtnlu:iu. It was gotien in a-styls worthy
@ which ox-
tended thelr banqiss bo the Presidont

On the way to the hacienda we passed under a very
beautifal arch, finely decorated and sirmounated by the
Mexican eaglp. pames of the most noled among
the libers! leaders wore posted up in conspiuous places,
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A the twenty.two Slatos worn
fagn  distribtiiod over d'florens
strocture  Througl this eastle we il

woing the central baitl
L

3}
i

mﬂm‘m-f. : The air, lla - :ll.:t;.t
n New York, was cool and bracing. We rode hear
boul midway mrh.-mﬂﬂ :ﬁ'
Saied B Arvoai, o & o0 med b Bere
‘-hm : we l:
e gy Lty by T b
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lod them and establishod the old order of things °



