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AMUSEMENTS THIS KViiSINO.

GERM AN RTADT THEATRE. No* « and 47 Bowery..
Dim Scioiiii

BROADWAY THEATRE. Broadway .Ticbbt or Lbavb
Man.

FRENf'Q THEATRE, Fourteenth street..Thk Orakd
Dcciih.
BOWERY TIJBATRE, Bowery..Blorskik.Tbb Busn-

IUMUKRS.

NIBLO'S GARDEN, Broadway..Black Crook.

NEW YORK THFATRE, opposite New York Hotel.-
Umdrr the Gailiout.

OLYMPIC THEATRE, Broadway.-A Midsummer
Night's Dream.

WaLLACK'S THBATRE, Broadway and 13th street..
Madu'i Peril.

NEW York CIRCUS. Fourteenth street..Gtmnastioj,
EhUISTRIAMSM, Ac.

Ftrrn AVENUE THEATRR. 2 and 4 We«t J4th streot. .
Cindrrclla.Fit To Bb a Duchess

THEATRE COMIQtTB,' 614 Broadway. .Writ*. Cottok
A SBabpley'A MlBBTRBLS.

HAN FRANCISCO MINSTRELS, 585 Broadway.-F.THio-
»ia* Entmrtajnbbkts, Binaitia, Darcidq asd Bdrlbsouis.

KELLY A LEON'S MINSTRELS, 720 Broadway..Sowos.Darcbk, Eccbbtkicitibs, Boklvsqurd. Ac.

TONY PASTOR'S OPERA HOUSE. 301 Bowery..Comic
Yocalisb, Nkobo Miwstrri.st. Ac.

BUTLER'S AMERICAN THEATRE, 471 Broadway.-Bai.i.bt, Karcb, Pantomimk, Ac.

BUNYAN HALL, Broadway aad Fifteenth street..Thr
pllobib.

DODWOKTH HALL, 806 Broadway. .Cabicatorr Paist-
twos, with Lzctvbb.

BTEINWAY HaLL..Orakd Concert.

HOOLEY'8 OPERA HOUSE. Brooklyn.-ET«ioriA*Mimetrmut, Ballads add Bublrsoues.

BROOKLYN INSTITUTE..Mr. Yrltbrtoh's Bbadibos.

BROOKLYN OPERA HOUSE. WlUUmsburf. .CollbbmBawn.Thr Hokrst Milkman.

_
NEW YORK MUBBUM OF ANATOMY, CIS Broadway.-BCIRKCR amd ABt.

ACADEMY OF MUSIC, Fourteenth street,.Tub Ooldr!)Bbabob.

BROOKLYN ACADEMY OF MUSIC.-Eonbo E Gic
UETTA.

TRIPLE SHEET.
New York. Thuradny, December S. 1867.

tbs srsws.

IUROPE.
The news report bv the Atlantic cable Is dated jeitrr

day evening, Decemiier 4.
Another hatch or tne Alabama claim* correspondence

waa submitted to the Euglish Parliament. Lord Sunley
etatea officially tbat England will nevwr submit to foreign
arbitration claims involving ber riitbt to recognize beU
ligeronta, but repeats bis offer to refer all indemnity
claims to a mixed commission.

The London cabmen triumphed and the obnoxious
lighting lav woesuspenJed.
The Frsncb opposition assailed the Romas interven¬

tion policy. The Austrian Premier advocates the at-

aemblfng of the Roman conference with the Powers un¬

pledged Ills tad that the Conference has been ac¬

cepted by all the Powers except Belgium and Holland.
Many political arrests are being made in Italy. The
Italian government ordered three hundred thousand
Chaaaepot rifles. The Austrian Cabinet informs the
Pope that tbe Vienna Parliament mast legislate in ibe
Concordat
King Theodore, of Abyssinia, is said to bar* ordsred

the execution of tbe English prisoners.
The eyoioM caused immense losses la Ufa and pro-

party to and around Calcutta, India
Consols closed at 83X, ex-dlvldeod, for money la

London. Five-twenties were at 71K la London, and
16\ In Frankfort
Tbe Liverpool cotton market was more aetlve, and

.loeed fins, with middling uplands at 7»; d. Breadstuff's
and provisions without marked change
Our European correspondence and files by tbe Cbtaa

furnish additional mall detail* of oar cable deepatchea
to the ISd of November, including a report of the axe-

c.ution of the three Fenian convicts in Manchester, a

copy af a letter addressed by an English Marohtonee* to
tbe doomed men, a review of Napoleon e dlffcultles in
the Freach Leglelature. and newspaper evtdencea of the

liearty sympathy expressed by Russia for the cause of
Italy.
Onr special correspondent In Rome writing on the lgth

of November aays:.''What the victorious ecclesiastical
and legitimist party aim at Just bow ts nothing more nor

less than a dismemberment of Italy, a scheme openly
advocated bf their Journals both in France sad Rome.
I'pper Italy, from tbe Alps to tbe Adriatic, would be
assigned to Prince Humbert after the abdication of
Tictor Emanuel; Central llaly would revert to tbe Pope,
and Naples, with Sicily, resnmo their allegiance te
Francis IL It remains to be seen whether the Msna-
brea Ministry will be able to defend Italy from this im¬

pending stroke,"
CONGRESS.

In the Seattle yesterday a call tor papers relative to
tbe Alabama claims was agreed to. A resolution declar¬
ing that certain remarks In the President's Message are

breaches of official obligation was laid ea the table.
Considerable discussion ensued on a motion to print tbs
JPreeid*al's Message, Messrs. Ho sard, Cameron, Sumner
mad Wlteon joining In on attack upon that document.
The dlacowion was continued some l ae after tha morn-

log boar. A bill daclarlog live to be a quorum in tha
fin preme Court was adopted. The bill pledging tha
fiuth of the nation to pay tbe national debt in coin was

taken up Ponding tbe dabste upon it tha Senate ad*
Joaraea.

In tbe House, yesterday, s resolution relative to tha
right* of natanlised citizens abroad was referred to the
Committee on Foreign Affairs. It doclares that all cltl-
cobs, aative or naturalised, are entitled to and shall re¬

ceive protectioa. Tha bill to repeal ths tax on cotoo
was passed without amendment, after a somewhat
lengthy debate, by a vole of 14A to 30. After some fur.
ther business tha House adjourned.

THS cm.
la the Board of Education last evening a eaasrnuntca-

tioa was received from tha Sanitai? suparlataadsut of
tha Board at Health calling attentioa to the faet that the
¦unitary Inepectors af the schools had not with son-

Mdemote difficulty and daisy In carrying out their laapar.
tioaa Another communcotioo ssas received from
¦averul prominent phyaieiam allegiug that impure virus
vas boiag used in tha vaccination of children la ths
public eohoola Both theeo commnoiaattoas were re.
ferred to special committees.
Tbe Firu Commisoioaers met reeterday, and Iran*

acted the regular routine buwineea of the Board. Com-
alasieaers Sbaler, Myers and Ouisruy were appointed a
hoaHnlttoe la aoaftr with tbe Ciltseas' Associaiioa, at
tha deatre af tha latter, canoeming the boat meaas to be
«mplayed to roducs ear hoavy taxes for the earning
f«r.
A mooting of it holsssls doslors la alcoholic aplrits la

%hla city was kohl last ovoaiag, whoa reeolat ions favor-
lag the ropool of Horsas revsnss law* wars adopted,
a 8. Cox addressed the MMag.
Ad a atoeUag of tha Railroad Committee af the Brook¬

lyn Os matoa CaaaoU yeeterday a prapoaiuoa was uador
aaastdsratisa to poratt the HilMlo road to ruo sieast
oars lata the city through Meutroaa sfeaaa
Tha yeuag maa rua over oad iaataatly killed la

ftroofclya, I. 0., ea Tussdag aighi, by steam lira Bagiae

No. IS, *H yesterday rernpniMd as William Ramsay,
whoee pinnu reside »t No. 311 South Filth street.

The great Grant tneetlog, at the Cooper Institute lMt

night, 'drew together a large end intelligent con< ouree of

cltnens of all of politic* Speeches were mad*

by Central Sickles, A T. Stewart, Francis B. Cutting,
Lyman Tremalae and others, all of them expressive of

tbe utmost oonfidenoo In Grant as a man acceptable to

the masses of the country for the office of President,
and roapwuive to its loyal and liberal sentiment. The
meeting was in every respeot . great success.

In the caso of John C. Braise, the alieced Chesapeake
pirate, who is now confined in the Kings County Peni¬
tentiary, Attorney Ueaoral Stanbery has refused to In¬
terfere, be having same time ago been appealed to for
bis opinion as to whether the prisoner could bo Included
In the terms granted to rebels at the surrender. The
Attorney General suggests that he be tried, when the
Jury may determine with reference to his connection
with the Confederate service. Brslns's trial, conse¬

quently, will be proceeded with,
Tbe North German Lloyds' steamship America, Cap¬

tain Ernst, will sail at noon to-day (thursday) from
Hoboksn for Bremen via Southampton. The mails for
the United Kingdom end the Continent will close nt the
Post Office at half-past ten this morning.
The North American Strsmihip Company's fast and

decant steamship San Francisco, Captain Howes, will
sail from pier 39 North river, root of Warren street, at
noon to-day (Thursday) for San Francisco via Nicaragua,
connecting on the Pacific with the steamship Moses
Taylor.
The eteemship Nevada, Captain Kelley, from New

York, arrived at Panama on the 21et ult., making the
passage in forty-three days and five hours, the shortest
on record between tbs two ports. The Nevada bolongs
to the North American Steamship Company's Panama
and San Francleco line, and would sail for the latter port
on the arrival of tbe ateamehlp Nebraska (which left
New York on the 25th ult.) at Asplnwatl.

Tlie stock market was dull, but on the whole stesdy,
yesterday. Government securities closed weak and
irregular. Gold cloeed at 137^.

MISCELLANEOUS.
Our special teloprams from Vera Crux via Havana are

dated November 27. Congr»»s bad assembled at the
capital on the 20th, and sen or Rafael Dond?> was chosen
President of that body. A full quorum was present.
Ortega «a< one of the Congressmen elect. A rnmor had
trained currency that a special messenger from Louis
Napoleon to Juares bad arrived at the capital. Romero,
wi'hlhis American rompagn'mi <U voyage, bad been re¬
ceived with the accustomed honors bf the President.
Tb« newspapers, however, were attacking Romero for
alleged ruinous contracts made in the United' States.
Tbe army was being recruited bf enlistments. The
American Legion was still waiting to be paid off.
The steamer Eagle, Captain Greene, from Havana

November 36. arrived at tbis port last evening, bringing
our regular die* and despatches from Cuba to that date.
All the points of ber newt bave, however, been antici¬
pated bf our special Cuba cable telegrams.

Mail advices from St. Tbomas, of tbe 1Mb of Novem¬
ber, state that -taar of the houses In tbe town were

being rapidly repaired. Tbe rates of wages demanded
artisans and laborers were excessively blgh.

sin tbe Virginia Convention festerdaf Judge Under¬
wood was elected President by a vote of sixty-live over

thlrtf-two for the conservative candidate. In his ad¬
dress on taking the chair he hoped the deliberations of
the Convention would be characterised bf as mucb
Christian charltf as would be consistent with future
saretf. The chaplain very conservatively prayed for
rebels and leral men alike. General Schofleld sub¬
mitted appeals in cases of contested seats for the action
of tbe Convention.

In the Slate Constitutional Convention yesterday tbe
report on assessment and taxation was further consid¬
ered. a section declaring that taxation on real and por-
sosnl property shall be uniform throughout the State
snd be assessed on tbe sworn statement of the owner,
was adopted, with an amendment extending the t'.me
for tbe payment ot the State bounty debt to eignteen
years. Tbe article on finances was then adopted. Tbe
article en canals was then considered and also adopted.
Governor Brownlew, of Tennessee, haa published a

card denying Baker's ovldence before the Impeachment
Committee relative to his knowledge of the President's
correspondence, an<l saying that he does not believe Mr.
Johnson ever wrote a letter to Jefl Davis or any other
man giving aid and comfort to the rebellion.
/\ho blacks in Bullock county, Alabama, recently
armed aod organized courts of-their own, resisted the
officers of the Isw snd went through tbe county forcing
tbe laborers to join them In a work of vengeance on

the whites. Too tlmoly arrival of a body of troops dis¬
persed them, fifteen of tbe ringleaders being arrested.

The Urast Movement.The Cooper Institute
Moetlnc Last Night.

The State oi New York and its great metro¬
polis have appropriately taken the lead in
tho tremendous political revolution that has
just swept over the North. It was to be ex¬

pected that the moat signal rebuke to the ex¬

travagant passions and crazj experiments of
reckless and visionary politicians should coma
from the commercial oentre ot the Union, and
from a community having the largest stake
and the deepest Interest in the peace, progress
and prosperity of the nation. The utter anni¬
hilation of radicalism could not have been
accomplished in any other manner so effectu¬
ally as by the overthrow of the radical party
by a majority of fifty thousand in tbe State
and nearly seventy thousand in tbe city of
New York, since it has b;en generally con¬
ceded that the voice of New York must decide
the character and result of the contest
of next year for the Presidency of the
United States. The verdicts of November
and December render it certain that no party
can hope for success in tbe next fall election
that does not dittoard all the violent, revolu¬
tionary and unconstitutional measures of tbe
radical Congress, and atand before tbe people
on a platform of immediate restoration of the
South upon a fair bans, without negro barbar¬
ism aa an aocompaniment; a thorough reforma¬
tion of onr whole financial system; retrench¬
ment in every department of the government,
and a speedy lightening of tbe present over
whelming load of debt and taxation.
Such being the lesson of the recent elections,

the close of the last important political contest
of the year appropriately nshers in a move¬
ment on the part of tbe people to give form and
substance to the sentiment just uttered at the
ballot box, and this movement is properly
initiated in tbe great commercial metropolis of
the Union. Tbe gathering at the Cooper Insti¬
tute laat night breaks ground for tbe
Grant campaign, and will be followed
by similar demonstrations In every other
State, independent of all tbe old political or¬

ganizations, embracing the best men of all
parties and sweeping away with a resistless
fores the Presidential intrigues, speculations,
bargains and pipelayings of all candidates,
cliques and fkctions. Wo give in to-J ay's
I1erai.d a full account of the speeches, resolu¬
tions and spirit of tbe Cooper Institute meet*
ing. It was a gathering more important from
the character and standing of those who par¬
ticipated ia it than from its actual numbers. A.
T. Stewart presided, and tbe names of Francis
B. Cutting, William B. Aator, John Jacob
Asior, Jr., William N. Yermilyca, William T.
Blodgstt, Hamilton Fish, Moses H. Grinnell,
Paul Spofford, Cornelius VandorOUt. M?J*f
Taylor, Rob&t ^ Bburt, anTotKn iflfefy
Identified with the commercial and financial
interests of the country, gave importance and
significance to tbe proceedings.
The people all over the Union should malts

haste to rise ia their afcrongtb and push onward
tbe ball that has thus been started tn this eity.
This caa be done by no other means so

effectively as by ths formation of Grant dub*.

which should spring up in every city, town,
village and crossroad in the country, and
.houl 1 embrace men of all parties and of all
callings.the millionnaire and the mechanio,
the young and the old, the democrat and the
republican. Such organizations will be useful
In gettiaz up and arranging publio meetings
similar to that of last night, and these meet¬
ings will produce a popular pressure that will
prove more powerful than the wires with
whicb the politicians are aocustomed to work
in their conventions A great conservative
party, to be successful next year, must spring
from the people an I carry their sympathies
with it Like every other movement
it will, of course, be uned by design¬
ing political adventurers here and there
for their own ends ; but all sueb puny attempts
to make the public will subservient to per¬
sonal objects will be sure to faiL Let the
wealth, the independence, the intellect, the
moral worth and the business capacity of the
country take the next Presidential campaign
into their own hands and they can bid defi >nce

to copperhead and radioal opposition. With
Grant for their standard bearer they unite in
their candidate the fame of the first soldier of
the Union with the reputation of one of
the most honest and capable executive officers
we have had since the beginning of the war.
His courage and, generosity would insurs to
the South an honorable and liberal settlement
of the much-abused problem of reconstruction,
while his Jackson-like administration of the
War Department is sufficient guarantee of bis
desire And ability to carry out a policy of re¬

trenchment and reform that would speedily
decrease our present ruinous load of debt and
taxation. It is time for the respectable por¬
tion of the people to give effect to the verdict
of the recent election by entering at once on
the grand conservative campaign of 1868.
Push on the ball!

The President'* Mruage h4 the New*-
pupert-ConcreMloMl N*bh*m.

The Hon. Mr. Scbenck, of#Ohfo, with tbe
discovery of the President's Message in a Bal¬
timore paper, in full, before its delivery to the
two houses of Congress, called the attention
of the House, as a privileged question, to this
pubject, as involving a breach of decorum very
disrespectful to Congress. Bosh! He had
heard that some hanger-on about the White
House, or some favored individual, bad been
selling it to different newspapers. If snch
were the case it was still more disrespectful
to Congress. Fiddlesticks ! Mr. Covode, of
Pennsylvania, said he bad made the important
discovery that tho Message had got to the
newspapers through a direct purchase made
of ono of the President's surroundings, and
that one hundred dollars was the price paid
for it; that the seller had afterwards disposed
of copies to other parties at reduced prices,
creating a confusion in tbe mirkeL A very
funny state of things, to bo sure I

But, assuming these to be tbe facta, what
do tbey amount to? Some individual con¬

fidentially or clandestinely gets hold of a

copy of the Message a day or two In advanc;
of the time appointed for the submission of tbe
document to the two houses. Not standing
upon ceremony, and wilting to sell the confi¬
dence and the etiquette in his keeping for a
hundred dollars, he finds a customer and ex¬
changes tho precious State p 'per for the
ready money. Having broken tho ice, be dis¬
poses of othor copies in hu possession for what
they will fetch in tbe market. The newspaper
men who buy these early copies of the docu¬
ment buy them for the express purpose of get¬
ting them into print and before their readers
without further loss of time. They bare no
notion of waiting for tbe reading of tbe Mes-
sage before tbe House; for then, like tbe Con¬
federate scrip of Jeff DavU after the taking of
Richmond, it becomos only so much waste
paper.
So the Message gets Into the newspapers far

and wide before it is read in either house of
Congress. But what of it? Suppose the Presi¬
dent, a wosk or a month before tho meeting of
Congress, b id published in all the papers of
the country tbe Message Intended for tbe two
houses of Congreas on their reassembling, what
would have been the offence f The only offence
would have been that of disregarding a stupid
old custom of keeping the Message a secret, as
a thing too precious for tbe eyes oi the public
press and tho people until duly submitted to
Congress. Now, we bopo that by way of an

experimental reform in this matter the Presi¬
dent, when l.e shall have finished his next Mes¬
sage In view of tho roassambhng of Congress,
will cause it to be published in advance over
the length and breadth of the land, so that the

1 opinions of the public p ess and of tbe people
m.\y go up to the Capit.il with the Message, for
tbe information and enlightenment of tbe two
bouses on tbe various subjects discussed. This
stupid old custom of withholding the Message
from the people an a sealed book until the two
bouses of Congress have bad tbe ceremony of a
presentation has listed long enough and ought
to be abolished. It puts the servants of tbe
country before their mssters, and we have had
enough of that. Wo think these Ideas will
square exactly with the constitutional doc¬
trines of Andrew Johnson, and so we submit
them to his consideration. Let him follow our

suggestions, and old Miss Nancy Scbenck, with
her silly complaints of disrespect to Congress,
will never be heard of more this side of Bull
Hun.

The Dunbar Pelyaanv Cmi
The citisens of Minneapolis, Minnesota, hare

lately been favored with a novel specimen of
tbe progressive ideis of Ve'w"England. A
sanctimonious individual, calling himself the
"ltev." Edward Dunbar, ono of the ahiniog
lights of the wbalo oil aristocracy in the East,
has been tried and convicted on a charge of
iatrodnoing the peculiar institution of Salt
Lake city Into Minnesota. Two ladiea, armed
with marriage certificates, claimed him ae hus¬
band, and the "reverend " disciple of Brigbep
Young was sent to the Penitentiary to rumi¬
nate over the evil of his ways. The utmost
excitement prevailed among the benighted
people whom this precious evangelist went from
New England to enlighten, and, no doubt,
apostles from ftst Win be looked upon
w"lt1i suspicion in that locality for some time
to come. Ths evidence In the caae shows a

beartlesanoss and religious mockery on the
part ef the bigamist that might jn«tly excite
the indignation of even a Turkish pasha. The
letters which hs addressed to his first wife
before deserting her are mod»l epistles of
sentimental affection and religions cant. Tbe
whale oil aristocracy al New Bedford, of which

he was a member, are bubbling with indigna¬
tion, of cours;, at the expose of tbeir distin¬
guished offshoot, and the conflieno3 of the
Western people in miasionaries from Yankee-
land haa been considerably shaken by the
event

The Lhhi mf O.r City Kl*«tl*a-Tbe
(.rent P*lliie«l K«r«liilM.

Several dajs ago the Hkkald announoed
the fact that the city election had loet its local
character and resolved itself into a contest be¬
tween the radical and conservative elements
for the advancement of their respective poli¬
cies and for the promotion of the interests of
their favorite candidates in the important
Presidential campaign of next jear. It becam j

evident that, as a matter of local concern, there
was little to choose between the two available
nominees j and that it was merely a question
as to which set of "ringsthe «ins " or the
" outs".should control a few offices and
profit by the distribution of the municipal
spoils for the next two years. The toot that
one side had cost the city twenty-four million
dollars during tbe present year was set off
against the uncertainty as . to what might be
the expense of maintaining a magnificent
rascal at the bead of the city government, and
the peoplo concludeI that a few million dollars
more or less could be scarcely worth the con¬
sideration of a wealthy metropolis like New
York, with a question of national polioy at
stake. The result his been the overwhelming
defeat and entire crushing out of radicalism
and all outside guerilla organisations, and the
consolidation of the conservative element in
one grand body against the negro aupremaoy,
national bank, heavy taxat on party of radical¬
ism, with Chase as its Presidential oandidate
and the last remnant of oopperheadism as its
ally.
Tbe election of Hoffman, upon whom this

conservative element was oompelled to con¬

centrate, is by no means to be regarded as a

triumph of Tammany proper. The figures, as

conq>ared with those of the county election, set
this question at rest. The vote for Sheriff last
month stood as follows:.
O'Brian (Tammany) 42.000
Connolly (Mozart and other outsidoraj . 41.000
Abbe (republican) 27 000

In that election some seven or eight thou¬
sand conservative republican votes were oast
for the Tammany nominse. In the oity eleo-
tlon the figures stand as follows:.
Hofltaan (Tammany) as (MM
Wood (Heart)....' .V"*?" I" " Sooo
Darling (republican) 18,000

We-see, therefore, that Wood, the represent**
tive of Mozart in th9 charter election, obtained
six or seven thousand radical republican
votes and lost twenty-five or twenty-six
thousand of Connolly's outside organisation
vote, over twenty thousand of whioh went with
the conservative movement over to the side of
Tammany. Tbe conservative republicans who
had previously left Al>be and voted with Tam¬
many remained with Hoffinaa, and Darling lost
nine thousand of Abbj's vote. This shows
clearly a combination of all the conservative
elements on Hofltaan for tbe purpose of break¬
ing down and demolishing all the outaide
organizations at once and preparing the way
for the great popular constitutional movement
of next year.
That no successful stand cmbe made against

Chase and the radioals witjout such a combi¬
nation is self-evident. If we take the most
extravagant calculation that can be mado by
the most hopeful democrat from Maine to Cali¬
fornia, the only States that the utmost stretch
of Imagination could conceive to be likely to
cast their votes for a straight-out copperhead
candidate for the Presidency would be the
following:.

MUetoral VUa. Electoral Tate.
(onaeeticat 0 California*Tl
NewJerery T feno.'ylvaa!a SO
fceer fort S3 Maryland y
Delaware 3 Mnaourl. .II
Keamcky 11

11

1<W#1
This would leave for the radicals the follow^

ing States:.
8Moral ***** r.«M

7 W*«t Virginia 5
SfT.Hampoblra I Mlanrwia 4
Kho4<- Island 4 Illinois i0
Maaaadtnsetia IS Wi,oonaln a
Vermont 5 Nevadaa

9U,° 21 Toanoaaoe
""

10
Indiana 13 tfrbnwkaS
J**8** i Oregon

'

3
Iowa 8

**.

*'ck'S»o . Total
Tins calculation is exclusive of the unrecon¬

structed States, which, il admitted at all, will
only come in to swell the radical column. It
is evident, therefore, that the recent great po-
litical revolution in tbe State and city of New
York annihilates copperheadism as well as
radicalism, and that the popular conservative
movement will finally dispose of both these
disturbing elements that combine to keep tbe
country in a turmoil and Increase the burdens
of debt and taxation.
So far as our local Interests are affected by the

charter election, it has b >en, as we have said,
only a question as to whioh set of politioiana
will have the handling of the municipal spoils
for two years longer. At tbe sasM time there
may be a ray of light discernible through the
darkness. Peter Bismarck Sweeny recently
obtained possession of an office out of which
hts predecessors had amassed enormous for¬
tunes, and voluntarily gave np one hundred
thousand dollars a year of its emoluments to
the city treasury. ThU wonderftil act of
honesty was of great aid to Hoffman In the late
contest. Let Sweeny now go farther in hts
good work of philanthropy and reform nod
compel HoAnan to display similar honesty
and self-denial, and thus ssve seven or eight
million doUptb to tbe city in tbe next year's
expenditure If Sweeny will do this and will
take the lend in the tremendous popular eonser-
vative movement fyr Grant, or any other honeet
anti-radical candidate, he will deserve in a yet
greater degree the gratitude of tbe taxpayers
of New York, and will establish bis right to
be regarded ss the political Bismarck of the
United States.

«.** -

Italy nd ibt Vraaeli IiurvitiiN.
Directly after the formal opening of the

French Chambers M. Jules Favre, miking dm

of ti» privilege of interpellation, asked leave
to qtPstlon the government on both ite home
and foreign policy. Interpellation wee granted
by a majority rote on the latter, bnt rejected
on tbe former. On the 2d of December M.
Farm accordingly delivered a brilliant olation
in tho Corps LCgislatlf on the foreign policy of
the government generally, attacking in par¬
ticular the intervention In the afhira of Italy.
As yet we have only the meagre outlines of
hi* speech supplied by the Atlantic cabls. It
b manifest, however, from theae outlines that
the attack was bitter and severe. The inter¬
vention was declared to be a violation of
justice and injurious to thertatsreets of Fraase, \

It had not only involved the government In a

policy of error from which it would And U
difficult to escape, and produced throughout
the country » general feeling of discontent, but
had been hurtful to the cause which it waa
Intended to help. la M. Farre's opinion so

frare ft step should not have been taken with¬
out first consulting the wishes of the Legisla¬
ture.

In pronouncing upon the effects likely to be
produced by this speech, it Is not to be forgot¬
ten that M. Favro represents but ft section of
the opposition in the Chambers. The Em¬
peror's policy is all but certain to be endorsed
by the entire Church party and by the legiti¬
mists and Orleanists. The policy of the gov¬
ernment will therefore be approved by a large
majority of votes. It la not to be imagined
that the republicans count on any other result
M. Favre, however, and those who act with him
have a larger relative following-in the country
than in the Legislature, and they will have
their satisfaction In knowing that the
burning words spoken in the Chambers
will find their way to and exert their
influence upon the sympathetic masses with¬
out Considering that the intervention In the
affairs of Italy la finding so little sympathy
among the governments of Europe ; consider¬
ing, too, how many causes of discontent
.already exist throughout the empire, it cannot
be agreeable to Napoleon to know that the
words of his rebellious deputies are echoing
over France, over Europe, over the world.

Itepart at the C#«»«r*Htr «f C«rr«Mf.
We published yesterday the annual report

of the Comptroller of the Currency, but our

space was too muoh occupied to admit of
comments then, though, In truth, there is not jmuch to say in addition to our remark# outhe
report of the Secretary of the Treasury, 'fbe
Secretary's report oovers most of the ground
of that of the Comptroller. They are from the
same establishment and have the i>pi8 im-
pression. Nearly the whole of this is a labored jdefence of, or an apology for, the national bank
system. No hungry lawyer working for a

large contingent fee could plead more earnestly
for a causa than do both Mr. McCulloch and
his subordinate for the national banks. Judg¬
ing from the earnestness Of these advocates
one would think the banks were on trial for jlife or death. If these Treasury officials hare
not much sagacity in anything else, they
evidently eee the danger their client is in.
They fear in advanoe the verdict of the people,
and make desperate efforts to avert it.
Most of their filss assumptions and weak

arguments we have already replied to, but we

have one charge especially to make against
them now. We say them, because Mr.
McCulloch is equally as censurable as the
Comptroller. We charge them with pervert¬
ing facts in their efforts to bolster up the
national banks. For example, they pretend to
show that the national banks make little or

nothing out of the privileges granted them by
the government, and that the government
would tare nothing by issuing legal tenders in
the place of na'ional bank currency. In this
report of the Comptroller he endeavors to
make out that the banks draw less than seven-
teen millions on their J>onds deposited, and
then, that as thoy pay over sixteen millions In
taxes to the government, as he alleges, the
balance of profit or gain is less than a million. .

It is surprising how a person holding such a

high official position oan have the audacity to
throw dust in the eyee of the people in this
way. First, as to the taxes. Three to four
hundred millions of capital Invested or em¬

ployed In anything baa to pay heavy taxes.
The Hmu> business, the business of A. T.
Stewart, the business and capital of all have
to pay taxes. It Is not bocanso they are
national banks that these Institutions pay.
Indeed, they pay leas on the wljole than Is paid
by other kinds of business. It Is simply
absurd, then, to set off their taxes against
the profits derived from their privileges.
Bat it is not true that they derive only a

little over s'.xteen millions from the bonds
deposited for their circulation. They draw
Interest In gold, or In an amount of currency
equivalent to gold, and the whole amount In
currency would be about twenty-five millions a
year. This, we maintain, is a clear gratuity to
the banks by the government. This the govern¬
ment would save annually by Issuing legal ten¬
der* In place of their notes; for with these legal
leaders about three hundred millions of ths
bonds could be bought up and cancelled and
tbe Interest saved. The case is so plain that
the oommonest understanding can comprehend
U j yet the Comptroller of the Currency and
Mr. McCulloch have the audaoity to attempt to
pervert the facts. The national banks really
make about fifteen per cent on their circula¬
tion out of the public, reckoning the interest
on tbe bonds and the profits on tbe circulation.
There is little etse worthy of notice in the

Comptroller's report; for it is taken up almost
exclusively with a defence of the national

The views expressed relative to a

system of redemption of the currency and
other topic# we may disonss at some future
time. The Comptroller, like Mr. McCulloch, is
a man of one idea, and he Is incapable of rais¬
ing himself above it That idea includes ths
blessing of the national bank system, contrac¬
tion of the currency, the great bondholding
Interest and forcing specie payment*. What a
sad spectacle it I# that the finances of this
great nation should be In tbe bands of suh
men t

Repert »f Iks TrnmimmMer Oeaeral.
One way to measure the Intelligence and

prosperity of a poople Is by the extent and
excellence of Its postal facilities. In this light
tbe report of the Postmaster General, which
we publish to-day, l# deeply interesting, not
only on account of its exhibition of the actual
condition of the Post Office Department, but
also on account of I* suggestions as to im¬
provements demanded by tbe rapid growth of
our population and their multiplying relations
with the Inhabitants of other countries.
During ths fiscal year ending June 30. 1867.

tbe receipts from all sources were $19.878.69S.
The expenditures of all kind# during the same

period were *1*235,483, showing an excess

of receipts over expenditures of $743,210.
The ordinsry sxpenees of ths Department, not

including, a# in the preceding statement, mail
transportation provided for by #peeial appro¬
priation, were $18,043,816; and the ordi¬
nary receipts, Including the amount drawn
under appropriation lw carrying free mall
matter, were $16,137,01$. "hewing an excess
of expenditures of $1,$0$,78$, whieh ha#
beet net by the unexpended balanoes for-

mer appropriations. No appropriation for
the past year is, therefore, needed.
But it is obvious that the problem
of making the Poet Office Department
self-supporting has not been solved. Indeed,
the Postmaster General intimates that this
problem threatens to become still more diffi¬
cult of solution in view of the facts that new

channels of poetal communication are opening
everywhere and necessary expenses grow
faster than legitimate revenue increases. Still,
be oorrectly says that there is no appropriation
of public money which brings back, directly
and indirectly, so large a return to the govern¬
ment and the people as that made iu aid of
the postal service. " When," he adds, " the
waste country becomes better settled and tb«
facilities for mail transportation increased and
cheapened, as tbey will be In a few years, tie
increase of revenues and comparative decrease
of carrying expenses will entirely ohange the
relation of the taxes and resources of the De¬
partment, and at the present rates of postage
it will not only be selteustaining, but furnish
no inconsiderable revenue to the government"
At present, however, so great is the demand far
increased mail sorrlos by the people of the
Territories, and for supplying the necessities of
the older States, and so important is it to put
into fall operation the service in the Statee
lately Involved in the rebellion, that a consid¬
erable deficiency is estim ited for the year 1889.
Here is a strong additional reason for hasten-
ing as much as possible the vast and urgent
work of Southern reconstruction. The well
grounded complaints of the delays occasioned
by the Indian troubles in the sendee of the
Overland and Territorial mails suggest also the
imperative necessity of speedily putting an eni
to those troubles. It is encouraging to lean
that, although the Southwestern route betwee®
Washington and New Orleans was obstructed
by exoessive floods for thirty-five days last
spring, the service ou that route compared with
the records kept before the rebeUiooexhibita a
marked improvement, both with regard to
speed an& regularity. It is also encouraging,
in view of its immense fature importance, to be
informed that th« Pacific Railroad service is
keeping pace with the rapid progress of the
Pacific Railroad towards its promised comple¬
tion In 1870. In this connection we may refer
to the report for interesting particulars as to the
postal convention with Hong Kong, China, and
the successful inauguration of a mail steamship
'service to Japan and China, an enterprise which
opens a prospect of incalculable advantages to
the commerce of the United States with the
East. All that part of the report relating to
the foreign mail service la important, especially
tike account of negotiations of new postal con¬
ventions with Groat Britain and countrice
on the European Continent The reduction of
the rates of interoceanic postage is a step in the
right direction. The suggestions of the Post-
master General in favor of the appointment of
a superintendent of foreign mails, and particu¬
larly In favor of lessening the humiliating
dependence of the people and government of
the United States on foreign ships to a great
extent far the ocean mail servioe, are worthy of
serious consideration. The details of the
improvettmts adopted in the dead letter
department the successful operation of the
free delivery of letters by carriers in forty-seven
of our principal cities, and the advantages of
the new post route mape, art very Interesting.
In fine, the report is full of interesting details
on a variety of topics connected with the Post
Office Department and will well repay a careful
perusal.

ALONG THE HUDSON.

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENCE OF THE HEIALO.
Fifteen or Tweatr Scb**l Children Ntarlr
MfMMH M Pin* Plains, Dark*** Cnnnty.
Praiseworthy Action of the Hchool Mhirm
Robbery nt Ponahkecpele.Mapromo Cent
CirenH.

Potwmtnra, Dee. 4,1MT.
Tsslsrday tome ftfteen or twenty of the scholsrs of

district sshool Mo. 1, at Pino Plaint, this county, cam*

very aear losing their Itrss, la oonssqusace of the
aebool room becoming filled with gas which eacaped
froat the coal otoro and pipe. The teacher, Mlaa Wilber,
dlaoorered the aliaat)on just in ttme, and by her exer¬
tions tho children wore, aa quickly u possible, dragged
out into tho air. Wbea left alone they reeled about
like drunken persons, many of them dropping upon the
ground la a stats of lassnsibtllty, utterly unable to help
tbsmsetrea. A aon of Joshoa Culver and a granddaughter
of L. P. Hoiley, were unconscious for kali an bear after
being dragged out Dartag the exercises of the acheol
Miss Wiiber noticed that ike children looked a llttio
strange. bat waa not aware of the oaose nntli she aree*
to dismiss tho achool for reoe«a. She waa alao «om .-

what andor the influence of tho gaa, bat still
had presence of mind enough to sa»e the chil¬
dren la preference to attending to ker ewa porti¬
ons eondtllon. On examining the stovepipe it
waa found completely filled with hard crusted soot. At
the prison! tlma all of the children are dolag oora-
paiatlrely welt, though man? of them atill complain
of a atrange feeling in the bead The inhabitants of
the district are load la their praise of the proaapt action
of Mtaa Wilber.
A bold robbery was perpetrated In this eltr at aa early

hour this morning. Burglars entarsd the store of Elijah
Cooklin, eoraer of Maine and Mill streets, and took
therefrom a large qaaatuy of ribbons, cloths, Usees,
he. Mo else has been obtained to the perpetrators.
The BspreaM Chart, Circuit, Judge Barnard sresidlng,

Isnow Itsssstonlathlacltr. The case en at Ue prsseat
time M Frederick i. Kieliaad and others agaiaat William
a Ketcham aad George Hnfcstt. It Is part and parcel
of the setts of New Tork merchants agaiaat Beldlas h
Co., of Dnrsr Plains, wbich bare been before the New
York courts. Charles & tteiu lseds la the counsel for
Ue piaiauft, aad Homsr A. Kelson for defendants.

NOTES ON AIT.
Ws have not space to partieslartae the skstshes and

finished pioturss of Antsrtsan seoaery whleh oempooo
the colleclloa exhibited and eflbred far sals this (Thurs¬
day) evening, at Lead's gallery, on Broadway. We mast
oontent osrsel vss with saying that these worts are all
dae lo the pencil of the venerable Asher Brown
Dnrnnd. es-Preaident of the Natlenal Academy el De¬
sign. for exoetteat drawing, for breadth, for atmoe-
pbere, aad especially for troth to nature in yee tranka
aad foliage, Duraad has been rarely equalled, aad never
surpaassd by any other Americaa landsospiet.
The Appletons, on Broadway, hare on exhibitles, In

eae of their windows, a One portrait of Sir Walter
Raleigh, by Vaa Dyke. This painting, which once be¬
longed to Prinee Prodertck of Orange, was brought in
this eoeatry in 1811 by John Moateflore, a lawyer aad
an aathor of severs! legal works, Me waa tho aacle of
the pressnt Sir Moses Meateflore, of London. It Is a
very rare picture, sad la for sale.

FIIRtS IN NEW TORI
Fits i* Caiman Sqcasa .A lire broke onl at half-

past tea o'clock last night en ths third floor of Ma b
Cbatnaas square. la the cap manufactory of A. Solomon,
damaging the propenr to the exteat of |UO; four tn-
sared fbs ether pane of the third sad second lloera
are occupied by Mr Doeglses. gilder; Herwood h Co.,
swniags aad bessnrs; W. H. Kasd. carpet upholsterer,
sad J. May, geld aad stiver plaisr; sad ths flrst door by
W. t. Closs h (X. dealere la ell aad lamp* Total
damage about $600. The building is swnsd by Mr.
Close; It is damaged about MM)aad »s insured.
Pma in CiitAt amtsT .Abost kalf past sight e'sloefc

last eight a fire occurred on the third floor of->No. 30s
Canal street, ta promisee oceapied by J. 1- Psllok,
dealer la millinery goons. Ths flames were quloklr ?*-
tlognisbsd by ths flrvmen. Daaaage to tho stock
principally by water. The ire ems caused
or a defect ta a Sue The ether parts of
the ibtrd floor wsrs occupied hy H M. u>rd A Co.,
dealers in sewtng silks, ha; Moebsr .sheening h C*..
dealers in ladles andarwear. "the second floor br Jasoh
Olsmsr, dealer In isces. and tfcs flrst by Kapha*! Kraak.
straw gondii Ths aggregate damage by water la about

fit nt Tamo Anson..Abeat niae o>loek but right
. ftre srlgtBated m the Soap skirt store of Frank Herris,
samsr of Third nrenne and IMd stjsst, ratu.td by %
dafleet ta the s^ers -


