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The mawa report by the Alantic cabie (s dated yeater-
day svening, December 14.

The London press was voanimous m s call for
wizorous and sovers measuros on (he part of the gow-
ernmonl against the Fenlans. The police reported three
persons killed and forty wounded by the Clerkenweil
explosion. The Fenlan Kelly, who was rescued in Man-
whester, is said to be o London, and to have dirocied
the guopowder pfot. The prisonar Colonel Burke was
up for furtber examination of his cass at the Bow
wtroed police ofice. He voluntarily deaied any kuow-
Y=dge of the explosion. The Lwo men wilh the mn
nerostod at tho time of the exp wore
balore the magisirates No lcllul inct was proven
agsinst thom, and they were romanded.

The inguest on the bodies of the deceased was In
progresa,

The naw constitution of Austra bas been voled i the
Togialatura,

The English captives ln Ahyssinia ware in good boaith,
¥ our shousand Egyptinn soldlers had joined the English
arny, and active war preparatious were going ou.

Consols were at 927, for money, in Loodon ia the
aftarnoon, Five-twenties wore at 717, In London and
74 1118 in Fraukfort,

In the Liverpool cotton market middling upland: was
al 6% a 7Y penee. DBreadsia®™ firmer. Provisions
W thoul marked charga

MISCELLANEOUS.

Crur mpacial talacram from Cuba states that it hiad been
nuthentically reported from Muadrid that the islands of
Cuba and Porto Rico had been offered to the American
goverament by the Sponish autborities for $150,000,0
1o gold,

(nir spacinl tlelograms by the Cuba cable contain pews
from Mexico, SL. Thomas, Porto Ries, Haytl, the French
Autilies and the Virgin Isles. The Mexican nows isto the
4th inst. Tt i repeated that Romers will probably sue-
cosd Do Tejada to the Ministry. The Danish proclama-
Lon sk ¥ Thomas concedes two yur. tme to the in.
Babitante to change their nat d G d Montes,
Smprisoned by Salpave, Presideut of Hayti, had been
killed by the jailer. Monies’ brother was compelied to
Book on while the morder was committed. The town of
B y L P8, I8 reporied to have been
burned dowa.

Commodore Risseil has offfciaily notified the Navy
Tiepariment of (Le joss of the = eamer Monougahsla
Ehe waa lifted by the waves over the warehouses in the
Sown of Frederickstadt, EL Croix, during the late tarri.
bis sarthquake, and landed in the streeis.

la the Conmstitutional Convention numhr. the re-
port of the Committes on Balt Works, favoriag the
romoval of the prohibition agaicst the sale of sall, was
received A resolution providiog fer & recess on the
23 instant antil the 24 proxime, and a Uosl adjourns
mont on the 7ih, was tabled. The Conveution iben ad.
S$ourned to Mouday evening,

Statistics relative to the lrevel system show the total
mumber oonferred sluce the commencement of the war
4o be three thouwsand five hundred and iweniy.seven,
for various reasons.  Among the recipients are included
commissariesy orduance officors, qaartermmaters, chap-
laios and surgeons, few of whom ever icoked inio the
muzzle of ab snamy's gus.

fu the columns of the Hemnato the morning will be
found a series of ariicles on irade and the fioances, the
roal setale, pro¥ision and dry goods markeis, and the
manner in which revenns seizures are made 1 the
Motropolitan district, Curious statistics and uselul dsta
seative Lo trade and the Anances will be found of inler-
st (o our merchants, and it may be (nieresting (o house-

" Kksopems to know that provisions are pl.ly although

too aale s mol active, b wh '] are
holding back (or » favorable change, acd that there
almost & umm: of & reduciion o renls by Lhe mext
woviag day.

The democrats in the California Tegislature are still
balloting ia for a Tus republican mem-
bors bave agresd upon Judge lirewn They endorse
Girant for Presidens,

A store was lavied upon and closei by the Sheriffia
Alianta Ga, yesterdar, although an ordinacce had |ust
passed the Convention suspend.sg all such procesdings,
‘Whea General Pope was appealed to he deciined Lo in-
tarfers, on the ground that ihe ordicanes merely sus
ponded such levies and did pot forbid ibelr baing made.

A ressrvolr in Douglam, Masms., broke os Friday
o ght, and washed away one hundred yards of railway.
A man was awoke by feding bus house afloat sad
misrmad the neighborhood, theraby preventing an seci.
dent to the raim which was due al five o'clock yesler-
day morniog

Chartes D, Tafler, the alleged bank defas ter in Harl-
ford, wad yerterday seniauced o five years' imprison-
menl,

In the Virginia Convention *esiarday Bumerons reso-
tations of inquiry were adopied relative io educationsl
mmasiers, \he franchise and the test oalh. The quesiion
of the istlmidelion of volsrs was reflerred o & com-
-miee.

A fght batwesn negro and white people securred In
Aiberison, s, recenily, in whieh o shorifl was killed

Torrible distrem, amounting to slarvsiion (a some
Pasna, provalls in Louisiang,

Bethany College, Wesl Virginia, was burmod dows
yosiorday.

The United Biates fiazshi d to re-
lieve tho fagship nmlbﬂl, uf lht Mle squadros,
procesded down w the lower bay jyestorday aad
sachored.

A wult was commen-ed yeaterday in tbe United 3tates
O .renit Court, by the Qling of & bill in equily on behall
of Horsce B. Tibbels, agatnst Cyrus W. Fieid, Pater
Cooper, Mosos Taylor and others, directors of the New
York, Newfoundinnd and London Telegraph Compaay,
to recover stock originally owned by plainii® in (he
company. The cass, so far ma developed, will be

round o the law reports of the Hsmaio this morning,
| and promises to bs very interesting.
| The siock market was dull bub Grmj yesierday. Gor-
eroment secaritios ware hoavy, Gold slosed st 134
Extremo quistude was the chief characieristic of Lbe
markots yesterday, ihe ransacticns in almost sl arii-
rles being confleed w the pressing wanis of buyers
Cotton was depressed by the cable advices; prices were
oo lower, however. Coffes was dull and pomimsl. On
'"hange flour was exceedingly quisy, bul fira; whaatl
wia dull, but more Grmiy held; while corn advanced
2e. a 30, under & good demand and a acarcity. Oata
were firm and tn belter demand. Fork was a Lriffe more
aclive, but closed weak, Beel and lard were quiol and
heavy. Froights were dull and rates were quite nomi-
nal.  Naval slores were less soctve, bub prices were
stendy. Fetroloum was quiot at former quotatious,

Highly Important from Havana=The
Spanish Offer of Cuba and Forte Rice—
The Prossure of Mamifest Destiny.

The intelligence which we publiah-dﬂn mora-
ing from Havana is of the highest significance
and importance. Thus it runs:—Spain offors
the magnificent island of Cuba and the prelty
island of Porto Rico to the United States for
the sum of one hundred and fifiy millions of
dollars, in gold, in three aqual payments—one
cash down, one next year and the third at the
end of six years. The mews has, naturally
enough, created a great excitoment in the
“aver fauithful island,” the extinguishment of
slavery being ene of the consequences - in-
volved in the annexation. It seems, however,
to be regarded at Ilavana as certuin thai the
bargain will be completed forthwith, consider-
ing the enormous value of the islands in pos-
session of the United States,

It is pot a diffioult matter, wa think, to
understand the why and the wherofore of auch
an offer from Spain at this crigis. Profitable
as these islands are to hor Most Cutholio
Majesty’s government, her hold upon them s
precarious and unceriain. With sny little
breeze of war, involving the balance
of power in the Gulf of Mexico, they
may slip tbrough her fngers. Moreover,
the cession of St. Thomas to the United
States has the appearance of a stralegical
movement, which, In the event of & rupture
with Spaip, will enahle na on a call at sunset,
with a heavy squadron from St. Thomas on the
one side and from Key Weal on the other, to
seize both Porto Rico and Cuba by sunrise the
next morning. Manifest destiny, or the laws
of gravitation, point to the annexation of Cuba
eventually to the United States. Peace or war,
in the course of evants the island must be ours.
The American people are as firmly possesacd
of this idea as are the Italinns of the manifest
destiny of Rome. Spain, looking thoughtfully
into the subject, has probably concluded that
now is her appointed time, and that there is
danger in delay. Again, her exiravagnnees,
resulting from her American discoveries and
colonies and the enormous amounts of gold,
silver and other materinls of wealth derived
therefiom in the sixieonth, soventeenth and
eighleenth centuries, had left her, like the
Roman emplre in its time, so enfeebled from
her dehaucheries that when in the sixteenth
century her Amerlean colonies struck for in-
dependeuce she lost them, from Mexico to
Peru, and all their vast contributions to her
ireasury.

Thus, nearly fifiy years agw ber American
colonies were cut down to Cuba sud Porto
Rico, and from these during all this time she
has largely depended for hor supplies of
ready cash. The luxurious, exiravagant
and idle habils of Spain, government and
people, we say, contracted from the abound-
ing wealth poured into her coffers from her
American possessions in the days of ber power
and glory, have reduced her from the splendom
of Philip the Second and his invincibla arma-
da, to the pride, the gallantry and the rags of
Don Cesar de Bazan.  Industry in Spain itaslf
has relapsed into general idleness ; the people
are poor, the government {8 bankrupt, and has
80 far exhausted all weans of raising the
wind that the slightest imorease of taxalion
develops o revolutionary conspiency. In thia
extremily can we wonder that she offers to aell
the goose that lays her golden eggs. Don
Cmsnr must have his dinner, with his bottle of
wine, though it may cost him the sword at his
side.

Well, il her Most Catholie Majosty has am-
thorized this offer for the cession of her last
remaining American colonics to the United
States, for so much gold, what are we to do?”
The islands are worth the moncy ; but where

is the money fo come from? With a hard
winter seiling in they are at Washington dis-
misaing scores of poor female clerks in order
to save their pititul salaries to the Treasury,
while millions upon millions are lost in whis-
key frauds upon the revenue. We nre to pay
soven millions two bundred thousand dollars
in gold for Alasks, thal polar bear region,
where it rains or snows three hundred days in
the year, and where over s large portion of
that immense country they bave a wintry
night of three monihs’ duration. We arg to
pay the same sum of moncy, or more, for St
Thomas and two or three other neighboring
little islands, which may be turned inside out
by a voleanic eruption, or swept off clean any
day by a tornado ; and we are burdened with
twenty-five hundred millions of debt on account
of our late Bouthern rebellion, and taxed 10
the utter most to make both ends meet
Where, then, are we to get these one hnadred
and fifty millions for Caba and Porto Rico, if
we can get those lovely islands al that figure ?

We venture o say thal a considerable por-
tion may be derived by the Treasury from the
undeveloped mines sod foresta, and the unap-
propriated lands of the islands themselves, de-
ducting our losses from the loss of the tariff on
Havana olgars and other arlicles. Weo sup-
pose, however, that our negro worshipping
radicals in Congress will consider the emanci-
pation of the slaves of Cuba and Porto Rico
and the complete extinelion of the Africsn
slave irade ew at a hundred and ﬂﬂ’ mil-
lions, and that, with an eye to trade, our mer.
chants would raise the first Bty millions as &
loan at a good interest. In say event, if the
offer has been made s reporied, we bave no
time (o*lose in siriking & bargain ; for when

and France hosrof this matter there
will be some diplomatic hedging with Spala

which may out off our opporiunity.

The Fine Arts ia Americn.

The low prices which bave beea brought at
certain recent picture asles are due, we think,
to other causes than an alleged lack of Interest
inart. However prejudicial to art these causes
may be, st least temporarily, we bope that
they will cense with the immediate effects of
our recent civil war. This is too great a coun-
try, and ita people are endowed with too great
& recuperative power, to remain much longer
under the influence of thewe causes; and as
soon as they shall be removed by the energy
of our ocitizens and by the “msober second
thoughts" of their representatives in Congress,
we may expach to see art share in the general
revival of all the forces which constitute our
national lite.

The war itself has opened a fresh and wide
field for the American artist. Iis kaleidoscopic
aspects offer innumerable subjects for the
pencil. At present, indeed, we must for the
moat part content ourselves with what may be
termed the pictorlal annals of the war, Butif
each of the many artista who accompanied either
the federsl or the Confederate armles were
to reproduce with fldelity the scenes which he
has himsell witnessed in camp, in the bivouae,
oo the march or in battle, we should soon
accumnlate abundant materinls for the future
historians of the war on sanvas. “ Give us no
more battle pictures,” onoce cried Charlea Sam-
ner, in the antedilnvian days, when he was an
apostle of peace. DBut bundreds of battles
have since been fonght on American soil, and
it is not unfitling that due records of these
slirring seenes should be made by the artist.

The war, moreover, occasioned greater fa-
miliarity with the boundless variety of Ameri-
can landscape than had previously been pos-
soased. The eyes of our landscapists have been
opencd to the fuct that richer themes for their
skill exist than oan be found in their wonted
haunts near Lake George, or in the White
Mouniains, or .even along the shores of the
lordly Hudson and in the picturesque valley
of the Conneeticut. Thoy have discovered
new poinls of view for pictures throughout the
Bouth and the Southwesi—from Harper's Ferry,
tho wvalley of the Shenandonh, the Falls of
James river, the twice historical Peninsula, and
the Wilderness, to the rice lands of South Caro-
lina, the swamps and “pine orchards” of North
Carolina, the cotton and corn fields of Ala-
bama and Mississippi, the mountains and val-
leys of Virginia, Georgia and Tennessee, to
the sugar plantations of Louisiana and iis
bayous, where one sees the beautiful live onk,
the waving cypreas, the yellow hickory, the
fan-leaved palmetto, the brosd-leaved mag-
nolia and the slender cane, together with the
sweet gum and common oak amothered in
ereepers and Spanish moss, lo the “fair Ope-
lousus,” with

Prairios and foredts of fruit trees—
Under tho feor a gardem of fowers, and the bluest of

veas
Bending above;

and, still further, to prairios “stretohing far
into Texas, even to the wild country of the
Comanches.” Esatern Tenncssee, the Switzer-
land of America, would alone supply a land-
scapist with materials for a lifotime of study.
The Rooky Mountasins and the partially ex-
plored regions of the Pacific slope open yel
wider proapecis for Amerionn art.

American lifs, moreover, must no longer
seem so prosaic to the eye of an artist as jt ngad
to seem. The foatures of the beroes produced
by the war must be presorved by portrulture
for future genorations. From the palatial
dwelling on Fifth avenue to the distant hut of
the Western pioneer aa interesting interiors
can be found as Dutch skill ever minutely de-
picted. Our public meetings and the gather-
ings at the polls on election days, to say nothing
of tho lively sconcs of the present sleighing
carnival, might keep a dozon Hogarihs busy.

‘And nature bas lavished beauty enough on

American children and young girls to give
immorial fame to any arlist who succeeds in
doing justice to it. In fine, the American artist
cannot lack for subjects, and notwithsianding
the temporary financial depression there is
ample wealth in the United States, and we
may hope theve will be ample cultare, to insure
bim an abundant reward for greater efforts
than he has hitberto made in hia chosen fizld
of labor. The painter, the sculplor aad the
architcol must each find exercise for the highest
talont in smpplying the growing demands of
society in our great republic.

The Late Strect Fracus=iias
Rights *

The inquest upon the body of Thomas
Sharpe, killed in the late frncas on Broadway,
elucidated testimeny which entirely substan-
tiated the history of the case slready laid be-
fore the public through the columns of the
Herarp, even to the minutest detail. The ver-
dict might have been anticipated, because
there were literally ¢ a cloud of witnesses " to
the transaction: but a new question arises
as to the disposition of the parties concerned.
Two of the parties have been digmissed—one
upon his own recognizance, and snother with-
out claim upon him ac all to answer for his
part of the responsibility. In an ordinary
gireet fight, resulling in deatb, all the princi-
pals concerned are generally held to satisfy
the law ; but there appears to be an exception
in this case. Mr. Sharpe declines to make
any charge against Mr. Loon, and Mr. Kelly
declines to make any cbarge against Mr.
Sharpe, although Leon was unquestionably

in an assault, and Kelly had a bullet
lodged in his bead by the pistol of Sharpe.
These are facis admitted by the delinquents
and proven by the sworn testimony of many
witnesses; yet the District Atiorney di-
rects the magistrate to discharge both

Soclety No

Leon aud Sharpe. This mar 1o very
well a8 o friendly arrangoosoub  bee
tween the combatants; but has society

no rights in the matter! Is indiscriminate
piatol shooting in & crowded thoroughfare to
be permitted hecause the persons engaged in
it do not choose to prefer charyes against each
other, but rather elect to make a friendly com-
promise?! Wa shoild think that the law and
publio safety ought to be consuMed in the
business and that the representatives of the
law ought to inlerpose. This shocking scene
of wiolence and bloodsbed, in which msay
lives were axposed, was witaessed by s num-
ber of cltisens. Surely some of them, acting
in the public interest, mizht be found to fo-
stiiute s prosecution that may at least bring
the question to s solution, whether hot tem-
pered individuals can trifle with humsa life in
one of the most public highways of the
meirgpolia o satisfy thelr private quarrels,
and be dismissed withoul rebuke, becsuse
they are willlag to compound
tween themsolvos. In other words, has socioty

no righta in » case like this? Can it not pro-
tect itagll whethor the delinguents are disposed
to bush the matier up or not?

Enrthquakes and Velcasoos.

We published on Tuesday special lelegrams
to the Humarv reporting the oontinuance of
the earthquakes at Porto Rico, one bundred
and fourieen shocks having been experienced
there within eight days ; and also & rumor,
which, however, is contradioted, that an earth-
quake took place at Caracas, in Venezuels, at
daybreak on tho 14ih ult. The letter of our
special correspondent at Panama, published
by us o Tuesday, fully describes this erup-
tion, which, a8 our correspondent remarks,
was “andoubledly connected with the series of
similar phenomens witnessed all through ihe
West Indies.” Nothing is more striking In the
history of great natural convulsions than the
constancy with which volcanoes and earth-
quakes sttend each other. This is the best
proof that they are due to & similar origin—
“{he energy of elastic vapors struggling to ind
a vent from beneath the surface of the earth.”
On the same night that Lima was destroyed by
an earthquake four new volcanic venls were
opened in the Andes. The earthquake at Lis-
bon in 1755 was speedily followed by the
most violent eruptions that ever afflicted the
world. Within one shori month after the de-
struction of the city of Caracas the vol-
cano of Bt Vincent burst into activity,
and ot the moment it broke forth we are told
that the esrth was shaken to the extent of
nearly twenty thousand equare miles. It
would seem that these examples of the
widely extended sympathy beiween earth-
quskes and volcanoes are abont to be
paralleled in the Weat Indies, Contral America
snd South America.

Elsewhere we have adveried to the
simultancous explosioh of wars, revolu-
tions, earthquakes and volcanoes, as indi-
cating an inexplicable asympathy betweon
matter and mind, and the subjection of both
to influences no leds mighty than mvaterions.
The researches of modern science, cspacially
those relating to electricily, may yet lead to
the discovery of the grand law which regulates
all these strange perturbations of natu-e. The
fact that hurricanes, earthquakes and . slcanic
eruptions have either accompanied or followel
the recent meteoric shower is suggestive of
outaide astronomical lufluences at work upon
our globe, aa well as of inside fires. A private
correspondent who has been deeply interested
in our special telegrama from the Weat Indies,
and who saysthat the Heraro editorials on our
planetary convuisions “have thrown a flood of
light upon the subject,” arges us to invite to it
the special atlontion of all savans throughout
the world. He ¢alls upon us “to pull all the
eleetric wires around the globe for tha purposs
of arousing the attention of all the observa-
tories.” Ho thinks that our frequently pro-
posed “storm bureau’ might ronder essential
service to the acientific inquirers whom he
wishes us Lo stimulate to redoubled vigiiance
and study, and he proposes to “the astromo-
mers, the meteorologists, the geologists, and
all the other philosophical ‘ists,”” the follow-
ing questions:—“What causes, at present, the
pressure and fevorish vibration in the atmos-
phere aronnd the globe, as exhibited in
wriunu, typhoons, tornadoes and cyclones,
in their various tempestuous classifications?
And what causes the agitation within the
cenire of our globe na indicated by the general
eruption of voloanoos and earthquakes 1" Our
correspondaeat alludes to our statement of the
theory in which Professor Loomis and Mra.
Somerville concur. “They commil us all con-
jointly,” he says, “t{o a gigantic boiler explo-
sion of our comparatively small planet, when
we all, individually and collectively, are to be
snddenly precipitated, like a wholesale meteoric
shower throngh vast space, te be ignited and con-
sumed through velocity in motion, like so many
metcors disappearing like so much wvapor.”
So far as the explosive theory of Prolessor
Loomis and Mra. Somerville is concerned, it
explodes itaslt in consequence of the fact that
volcanic eruptions are provided for by the
lawa of gravitation. Volcunic eraptions are so
many safety valves againil distarbances of the
equilibrium.

Our correspondent is remiaded by our
special telegrams comcerning the continued
disturbances at Porto Rico of the fact that
at the southern extremiiy of Haly, in Cala-
bris and in Sicily, withid less than four years,
from 1783 to 1786, tbousands of earthquake
shocks were experienced, compared with which
the recent disturbances in the West Indies
dwindle into comparative insignificance. Atany
rate, he is evidently not frightened into beliov-
ing that these are signs of s speody end of the
world. Hugh Miller, in his “ Lectures on Geol-
ogy,” somewhere expresses his belief that our
planet was in the earlier ages greatly more
plastic and ylelding than in these later times,
and that the molten abyss from which all the
Plutonic rocks were derived—that abyss to
whose existence the earthquakes of the historic
period and the recent volcanoes so significantly
testify—was enveloped by s crust compars-
tively thin. Like the thinice of the earlier
winter frosts that yields under the too ad-
venturous skater, it would not waupport great
weights, &e. We might infer, however, from
the recent diaplays of volcanic action towards
the equator that the earth’s ernst is atill alarm-
ingly and especially thin in that direction, if it
were uot a fact that equally startling voleanie
displays occur at different points all the way
“from Greenland's ey mountaing to India's
coral strand.” Iceland, for instance, forms a
voleanic region by itsell  Although it may
not boast of any voleano which, like Stromboll
in the Mediterranean, has been uninterruptedly
sctive from the dawn of authentic history,
“gonstituting a permanent fiery beacon to
sailors on the adjoinlog seas,” yet, according
to Fitoh, there is clear evidence that from the
beginuing of the twelfth century thers has
never been an laterval of more than forty and
vory rarely of Lwenty years without either an
eruption or a greal earthquakes. Some erup-
tions of Hecla bave lasted six years withoul
ceasing ; and the greatest eruption om record
proceeded from Skaptar Jokul, in 1783, when
the lava flowed in two nearly opponite streams,
fifiy miles in one dircetion and forty in the
other. This eruplion did mot cease entirely
until the end of two years. Twenly villages
and more than nine thousand lives were
destroyed by it. On the 20th of Aungust Isst,
one of the most extraordinary voloanio erap-
tions ever witnessed In Iceland, took place on
the north side of the Skaptar Jokul. Perbaps

the affair be | Mr. eward would not bave purchased Wal-

ussin if, na woll as the Wost [adla lslaads, It

could not boast of volcanoes which, although
covered for iwo-thirds of their height down-
ward with perpetual snow, have been seen in
eruption.

Our correspondeni calls attention to s
curious astronomic vision of Frederick Seble-
gel, the first hint for which Humboldt eolsims
thui be gave to Schlegel in & conversation
with him on the certainty that the Southern
oross would reappear in Germany, where it
had slready been visible, rising ten degrees
sbove the horizon. *The oross,” says Hum-
boldt, in one of his letters to Varnhagen von
Ense, “began to disappear In Northern Ger-
many two thonsand nine hundred years before
our era” On his death-bed Schlegel re-
voaled to Ludwig Tieok his astronomic vision
predicting that all the stars of the first magni-
tude would very soon leave their places, and,
moving towards each other, “ would form a
formidable cross.”” Now, Humboldt ssserts
“that he told Schlegel so” in a conversation
with him at Vienna. And we opaturally ask,
“Is this all & myth? Or, if not, then we
must cull npon asiromomical caloulsiion fo
settle an affair of such tremendous importance.
Will the savans please answer this question:—
“Is there on the aatronomical maps the
slightost perceptible ehange in the constella-
tion of the heavenly bodies?” And this other
question :—*“ Are the unusual and general
atmospheric vibrations and violent symptoms
terminating or not!” Qur special lelegrams
attest that they are more active and more wide-
spread than when they were first announced.
Nicaragua alone has eighieen volcanoes of ite
own, and if they all break forth one after an-
other It can do ita full share either in the
general explosion or im preventing it * by
lotting off steam’" and “ preserving the equilib-
rium." This, our corrbapondent believes, is
the object of volcamio eruptions, “ which are,"”
bhe eays, “so many safely valves against
disturbances of the equilibrium.” With him
we awail with interest the report of M. Del-
lisier (who predictad the convulsions In the
Virgin Islanids) to the Fremoh Academy of
Solence:. And we call upon the asironomers
of the H rachel and Arago school, who are
“gonsian..y peeping, through improved and
sirongthenod insiruments,” to favor us with
the resn'ts of their observations. The United
Saws wave a8 yot shown no indicacations
of volcanoes within their borders. Never-
theless we have had violent eartbqnakes
like that which, in 1812, convulsed, at New
Madrid, the Valley of the Mississippl; and
our late civil war was an explosion of forces
that partake of the volcanic and destructive
nature of the material forcea thai oooasion
eruptions and earthquakes.

The Orntorie Sensan.

Tho very highest form of music and the
drama is oratorio. “If you doubt, go listen to
the ‘Creation,”” says an inspired writer, “or
any other sublime oratorio, and mark the po-
tency of many impassioned scenes upon a
people who as yet are but in the first chapter
of what may become to them a noble volume.
Listen to the heavenly sounds, and ao-
knowledge that it is in momenis like these
that the heart expands in its sympathies, that
men grow gentler and beiter, determine upon
goodness and build up bopeful resolves.” It
1s n species af boly opera. elovating and refin-
ing, without the exaggeraled passion, sensuous
idens and artificial life of the stage opera. In
its construction and rendering all the powera of
musical genius and resources of poetry, religion
and undefiled drama are employed, The
greatest composers, Handel, Haydn, Mozart,
Mendelssobn, &ec., contribute their noblest
energies to give musical expression to the
sublime poetry of the Soriptures, and chorus,
orchestra, organ, pisno, in fine, every means
that music can employ, unite in the rendering
of oratorio. For the solo partanons but artistes
of the very bighest order of talent should
be selected, and the rehoaraals of an oratorio
should be far more exacting and thorongh than
those of a balf dozen operas. England has
been particularly fortunate in becoming the
firat home of oratorio, and since Handel pro-
ducod his “Messlab” there in 1741 this sublime
work has made its influence felt in every part
of that country. They have their cathedral
testivals every year, and in London the season
of oratorio is looked forward to with as much
interest as the operatic or dramatic season.
Oratorio bas hitherto been neglected in this
country; and last sesson Mr. Harrison, of
Steinway Hall, made the first organized ate
temph to render it a permanent feature in the
metropolis. Before that time we have bhad, to
be sure, the “Messiah” given every Christmas by
tbe Harmonio Society, but no further effort was
made to esiablish in our midst the highest
form of musio and the drama. The success of
1aat senson, however, was . “The
Messiah,” “Creation,” “Elijab,” “Judas Mac-
cabeus,” *Sammon,” “Fortysixih Psalm,” and
“The Seasons,” have been already beard under
favorable, or, at least, promising circum-
stances, and on onme night of the “Messiah”
thirty-five hundred poople were crowded In and
around the hall. The oratorio nights have al-
ways atiracied in this city a larger number
of people than the opera or naked dram,
which is an encouraging sign of the true spirit
of the public. People will go to see ballet and
hear broken down vocalists because they bave
nothing better furnished to them by our
theatrienl managers; but let oratorios be once
firmly established in the midst of us, and the
reign of spectacles and trashy opera will be
soon st an end. Whal can be more sublime
than the Hallelujah chorus, or “ The Heavens
are telling,” or the exulting hymn of the
Israclites when the long drought ends Ina
deluge of rain at the prayers of Elijah?*
Hundreds of voicos snd Instruments, with the
thunder tones of the organ, pesl forth those
sublime utterances of thanksgiving to the
Most High, more sablime, more heart tonching
and more truly religious than all the sermons
of preachers and enthusiasts. Let all, then,
interested in music, let all who have a spark
of religious feeling in their souls, let all who
dosire the refinement and advancement of the
b public mind, see that oratorio be not neglected
and sulfered to die through lack of patronage
in this city. It is something more than mere
amusement—il is ennobling, civilizing snd
barmonizing. The angriest feelings melt before
its softening influence, and the veriest eynic is
thawed into humanity st ila voice. It is the
echo of the millions of archangels that ssnd
oelestial harmony through the vast halls of the
Eternal, the ocho of the sleepless lyre of the
universe, and the bighest expression of man's
soknowledgment of & Bupreme Beiug. Lot
it not die, thea, in this olty.

Wowan Suffrage bt Homeo and Abread.

Women appear to be making rapid strides
towards manbood suffrage, and something that
seoma very ridiculous in womanheod ai the
sams time, both in this couniry and in Eng-
land. At all events, the few pioneers in petti-
coats are doing their best to that end, but they
very decidedly object to the interference of
their male champions in the crusade which
they bave undertaken in their own behalf
For Instance, we find that at a meeting beld
yosterday ai the headqusrters of the “American
Equal Rights Association,” a resolution was
adopted by the Executive Committes to the
effect that they disclaim all responsibility
for or endorsement of moeeiings lke the
one held at Cooper Insiitute by George
Francis Train, Eligabeth Cady Stanton sad
Susan B. Anthony. This fulmination against
the famons trio who bave been atumping on
the woman's rights platform from Kansas to
the Atlantic const is signed with the ever-
potent name of Luoy Stone, and of course
demolishes the olaims of Mr. George F. Tralm
to be regarded as the properly authorized ad-
vocate of equal rights for Amaerioan oitizens,
and excommunipates poor Mrs. Stanton and 8.
B. Anthony.

There has besn a co-operative, slthough
furtive, woman’s rights movemont going
on on the other side of the ocean also.
In the recent election in England Mra.
Lily Maxwoll, citizen of Manchester, pre-
sented hersolf as a voter, and the vote of the
good woman was received by the officers.
“Hare "s richness ! Here is a magnificent polnt,
s wonderful precedent for Cady Stanton and
thai squire of dames and Merry Andrew, George
Francis Traln. Here is sn undoubted evidouoe
that the notlon of our being a progressive and
go-ahead people is all gammon ; for slow Joha
Bull is at lea#t half a century in advanoa
Mra. Maxwell’s vote waa received by the officers
because her name was on the rogisier. Eng-
land ia the land of red tape, and the officers
could not go behind the registered list of voters.
This is a land of some red tape, too. There-
fore, all that the Cady Stantons have got to de
is to get their names on the registers. How
did Mra. Maxwell get her name on that sacred
list? That is the mysiery. Could not the regis-
tering officers discriminate, or is this a precon-
carted arrangement, & game concocted In that
radioal centre to agitate the suffrage in » new
light? If any one shall move the invalidity of
the election, or on any other point introduce
‘the onsd of Mra. Maxwell to the attention of the
House of Commons, woman suffrage will no
doubt be ventilated extensivoly, and there
may be those who will require the lawyers to
show that the women of England are mot
already legally votors,

With all these gonfligts of n_tborl‘;.ihm
and sbroad It is very likely (hat the womea
suffrage question will fall between two stools
aad get burt.

Our City Theatres.

If, as Shakspeare believed, the end aad
object of the stage Is o hold the mirror up te
nature, the fraternity under whose conirol onr
ity theatrea flourish have done much and are
doing more to pervert this instrument of moral
culture from ils original and laudable purpose
and to transform 1t into a vehiole for the grati-
fioation of a morbid pruriency. We have
already expressed our opinion om the
drama of the “Black Crook,” snd have woa-
dered at the generality of s sentiment that
ocould keep such a piece in nundisputed posses-
sion of Niblo's stage for sixteen months ; bui
as we bave no desire to harp forever on one
string, we will leave the maiter to the effect of
time and returning reason. We cannot blame
our theatrical managers for yielding ilo the
force of argumentum ad crumenam, which they
doubtless feel as strongly as the rest of our °
busy community ; but we do complain, and
complain with reason, of those managers who,
while they escape the contagion of that spee-
tacular disease which s now raging in the
theatrical world, fail to see that something
more is needed to preserve the purity of the
drama than merely resisting the temptations of
ballet and blue fire. We have theatres im
America that challenge comparison with any
in the world, and at one (Wallack’s) a company
that, with the exception of that of Drury
Lane, in London, bas no superior In any
theaire where the English language is used ;
and it appears somewhat incomprehensible
that the atiractions of the “Black Crook” and
“The Devil's Auction” are rivalled only with
rococo comedies and (rashy, sensational
dramas. We do not mean by this to disparage
those standard works of art whose intrinsle
merit has placed them in the foremost ranks
of stage lterature for nigh a century, and ele-
vated them almost beyond the reach of oriti-
cism ; but as caviare is a delicacy of whioh
even a Russian may sicken, so » series of
comedies treating of the oustoms, inolinations
and foibles of the last century are spt, when
unrelieved by talent of a Iater date, to disagree
with the taste of an American audience in
1867,

It is somewhat strange that our stage liters-
ture should be almost exclusively the work of
English writers, snd that in America, American
suthors should be conspicuous only from their
absence. We have an indifferent adapiation
of Beecher's “Norwood,” it is true, together
with one or two pieces treating of New York
life in its abady aspect, and we would polnt to
even these as the commencement of a new era
in the dramatic world, did we imagine that
they would be followed by others representing
American scenes and poople of a different
order ; bul we have every reason (o believe
that the principal attractions of the present
winter will be found to be English pieces and
English adaptations. Our managers seem in-
capable of moving trom the groove in which *.
they startod, and appear so peraistently to
soek their inspirations from across the
Atlantic that one gentleman has made it
bis business to take down, in shorthand,
the variona pleces, a8 they aro performed In
London, for the express benefit of New York
managers. To this channel we are indebled
for soveral pleces that bave been brought out
in New York ; and though some of our émpre-
sarii would properly decline to profit by such
a questionsble procoeding, it is conslstont
neither with our pride nor our abllity, that the
need or the fact of such a practice should
exist. English dramatista of the present day
are a very worthy, energetic and hard working
body of gontlemen—some of whom bave
oarried to greal perfection the art of plohlt
the brains of their French
are quite ready to aoknowledge uﬂﬂﬂbﬂ-
noe (0 them for thelr many works, bul et the




