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AMUSEMENTS THIB EVENING.

BftOAUWAY THEATRE. Broadway .Lirn.» Nsll add
rat Marumiomkss.

lOWt}* THEATRE, Bowery..Anim* or Lvons.
Mouses Iuiiiid Room.
NEW YORK THEATRE, ODposile New York Hotel..

SrafeBrt or Ki* Ycrr.

OLYMPIC THEATRE, Broadway .Pancbox, tarCiriuh
MIBLO'8 QARDIiN, Irotilnr.-Tm Vgin Tm.

WALLACE'S THEATRE, Broadway aad lath street. .
Fiiuin.
' TRENCH THEATRE..Lm Bsagx M issues J OB Bois-Dota, Ao.

NEW YORK CIRCUS, Fourteenth ttreet. .Ovnkastici.
E«40e*riUt.iLK, Ac.

THEATBE COMIQUE. 514 Broadway -Hawlo* Coast-
nation THours akd Mixiatsri Circos.

KELLY A LEOW8 MINSTRELS. 7* BrnaJ war .So.foi,
Damns, KocwrrEicmKa, Ao..(lu«i Dutch "d."

SAN FRANCISCO MINSTRELS, MU Broad way.-Ethio-
run BKTSKTAINMIXTS, SlNOINO, DaHOTMU AW BUHIRJQORS.

TONY PASTOR'S OPERA HOUSE. 301 Bowery..Coma
Vocalub, Nbubo MiwiTnauT. Ac.

BUTLER'S AMRRICAN THEATRE, HI Broadway..
Kaiaat. Fakcx, Eajitomi¦«, Ac.

STEINWAY HALL>.Obajtd CoifCHT.

I.TRIC HALL, No. 7» Sink avenue.Mb. Jambs B.
Murdoch's Rcadimgs. i

BCNTAN HALL. Broadway and Fifteenth atreeL.Taa
Pii.ubim. Mat! ore at 3.

MRS. F. B. CONWAY'S PARE THEATBE, Brooklyn..Mart Stuabt.Bsmbbaloa.

HOOLKT'S OPERA HOUSE. Brooklyn..Ethiopian
Miwstbrijt, Ballad* akd Buu.isaacs.

nVw TORE MU8EUM OF ANATOMY, 618 Broadway..Bene*oi ado Art.

New Yorkt Taeiday, Febraary II, 1868*
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EUROFK.
The news report by the Atlantic cable It dated yea«

terday evening, February 10.
The Italian Minister in London forwarded his resigna¬

tion te the King. The' German Customs Conference la
likely to promote a reunion of Fatherland. Fenian
riots, attended with deadly assaults on the police, took
place in tbe streets of Cork. Warwick, England, was la
active precaution against a Fenian surprise.
Tbe Chinese imperaiists claim very decisive victories

ever tbe rebel forces. United States Minister Bnrlin-
game was at Shanghae, bound for America on a special
mission from tbe Emperor in Pokin. The natives were
thrown into a panic in Sbarighae and Niugpo by ex¬
periencing shocks of earthquake.

CONGRESS.
In the Senate yesterday, after tlie transaction of some

uulmporiajnt business, tbe Reconstruction bill was taken
up and Messrs. Harlan, of lowa. and Tipton, of N evaaa,
made speeches upon it. The floor was secured by Mr.
Davis, of Kentucky, and tbe Senate adjourned.
Ia ihe House tbe usuul number of bills and resolu¬

tions for ref erence nero offered und r the Monday call
of Htates, among them one to provide far tbe exporta¬
tion of distilled spirits In bond, *nd another providing
for a gradual return to specie pay moots by tbe exchange
or gold for legal tender notes after the lft of December
at the rate of one dollar In gold for one dollar and tnirty
cents in currency, the rate to be lowered one ceut every
succeeding m>nth. A re«olution doclartog tbat tbe
capital ought to be u\ ived to the Valley of tbe
Mississippi was rsjeciod by 77 yens to 97 nays.
The drawing ol seats for members wa* then proceeded
with. A lesolutlon was adopted referring all evidence
oa impeachment beloro the Judiciary Committee to the
Reconstruction Committee. Tbe Executive, Legisla¬
tive and Judicial Appropriation bill was considered in
Committee of tbe Wnole without a vote.

THE LIGISLATUEE.
In tbe Senate yesterday notice was given of a bill to

amend the ordinances relative to street paving contracts
in New York. A resolution was adopted requesting the
Comptroller, for tbe purpose ol equalizing taxation, to
furnish a list of all stock corporations in tbe Slate, with
the amouat of tbeir capital, funded debt, number of
shares, &«,

In the Assembly tbe death of Assemblymsu Reed was
announced and an adjournment was taken in respeel to
bis memory.

THE CITY.
The trial of Rev. P. H. Tyug, Jr., commenced before

tbe Hoard ol Prosbyters at the chapel of St Peter'a
church. West Twentieth streat, yesterday. A letter
from Jay Cooke wai read by the Pres:dent of the Board,
urging that tbe laity were on the aide o( Mr. Tyng and
ibnt ttie Hoard ought not to render a decision calculated

to increase differences in tbe cburch. The evidence for
tbe prosecution wss taken, showlog that Mr. Tyng
preached in a Methodist church at New Brunswick, read
prayers out of a Method 1st book of Common Prayer, gave
out the lines of.pnrely Methodist hymn?, and were,
instead of the orthodox episcopal surplics and gown, a
full suit of Metbodtslic black. The assemblage that
formed the audience at the trial enjoyed some of tbs
comical portions of It with great rest.
The legislative Committee on Privileges and El»c-

tioos, at firesent investigating the grounds upon which
Mr. Clausen petitions against tbe return or Mr. Van
Brunt as member of Assembly from this city, resumed
its sittings yesterday at tbe Metropolitan Hotel. A
quorum not being present the proceedings were ad¬
journed till Saturday next, at the Brevoort Hall.
Tbe Americsa Exchange National Hank, on Broad¬

way and Cedar street, was discovered to have lost
about sixty thoussnd dollars yesterdsy by the specals-
tiont of its assistant cashier.
There were 137 deetbs ia Brooklyn during the past

wnek. of which twenty-three were from soariet feve
and one from smallpox.
Ibe case of tbe United States vj. eighteen bales of

bieekels commenced before Judge Hlatchford In the
United States District Court was resumed yeaterday, and
was eot closed at tbe rising of the court. Adjourned till
this morning

In the United Slates District Court yesterday, Judge
Benedict presiding, Kels Erickson was put on trial on a

charge of baviag stolen from one Herman Orott, on
board tbe ateamsMp Muacootn. $210. The < nse being
siibm'tted to a jury, that body failed to agree on a ver¬
dict and were discharged.
Tbe hearing in tbe case of the United States vs. Jacob

I. ihensteiu, charged with ruoning an illicit distillery ,

was commenced yesterday bet ore Judge Benedict, and
adjourned till this morning.
Judge Heue.liet dulivvred ludgmsnl in the United

Slates District Court, Brooklyn, yesterday in the caae of
the stsnnnbip Circassian, which is libelled tor salvage.
The facts in the case ars that tbe steamer was oa lire
aud the tibeilants labored to save bsr at Ihe risk or their
lives, at the request of the owner. The Judge decided
ihst th facts are aufficleot to maintain ibe action of the
i.beTaois, but dismissed tbo plea on account ot ao irreg¬
ularity. g ring leave, however, to die a proper pleading

on payments of costs of the exception.
.n the Court of (General Sessions yesterday, before

t. order Hs> kett, R f hard Hayes pleaded gailty to an
iudiciuieat charging lum with stoni ng a gold watch and
chs^ Seaiee'-ed to tbe State Prison for three years.
Trie case .< Livingston, tbs alleged f ifth avenue dia¬
mond swindler, who ia charged with obtaining $2,186
worth of dismende from Tiffany A Co. on false repre-
scotatous, came up and' after sous evidence was ad¬
journed.
The stock msrket was strong and at intervals excited

ysoierdsy. Government securities were firm. Cold
wss strong end closed at 142& a 142V

A vigorous demand prevailed for beef cattle yesterday
at tbe National Drove Yard*, where 1,200 bead were oa

caie, and pr ecs were geaeraliy per lb. higher, extrae
ceiling at ll>ac.. a 1M, ; prime, ITXC. a 18c. ; first qua¬
lity, 16.',' a 17c. ; fair to good, lSif* .

ordinary, 14c a uj^c., and inferior, 11c. a 18a Milch
oows wsre dull and puces favored tbe purohaaer; com-
noa to extra were quoted et $4r. a $110 Veal calvee
advanced about >{e per lb. with a geod demand and
light offerings; enraa celling at 18){e. ; prime, lffc. a

140., and Inferior aol comtaeu, 10c. a U>iC.

Aheap and iambi were aomewhat higher. the 4e«ta4
*u tolerably actlra ul tha offerings wara light *x-
traa wara quoted at l\t. a 8\c., prima Tc. a 7Sc.. u4
inferior to good 5c. a 0\e. Swine wara fully .^e. par
lb. higher iban on Satarday , and in flair demand. Wa
quota k«ary prima 8%c. a .«., fair to good a iXe.,
and common and roagh 8>$c. The total racaipta for tha
ltv#k Win 4,821 baavaa, 51 milch cow», 60S **al calves,
34,468 sheep and lamba and 6,613 swine.

MISCELLANEOUS.
Juilga Kelson delivered yeiterday In tba Supreme

Court at Waahington tba unaaimaua decision of tbat
body in tha Georgia and Mississippi eas«s. It i* a very
laagtby and exhaustive opinion, and declarea that tha
court baa no jurisdiction la oaaaa of a political character
between the ganaral government and individual Statea
Id effect it givaa to Congress complete supremacy in tba
political aOaira of tha country.
Tha Alabama alaation resulted in a complete defeat of

tha proposed radical constitution, notwItUatanding five
dayi were allowed ta poll the vote.'
In the Conatltutlenal Convention yesterday a resolo-

tlon was adopted that tba Judiciary Committee report
their complete and revised article to-day and tbat the
report be referred to the Committee on Kevision, which
ia also diracted to report. Keports on the Indiana, in¬
dustrial Interests and practice of medicine were reacted.
Resolutions were adopted recommending further provi-
slon for disabled soldiers and requeating the Comaaittea
on Revision to report on Wodneedsy morning auoh arti-'
cles as they had passed on, directing tba final adoption
and t-ngrue*meal thereet a* soon aa acted oa by tha
Convention, and directing the secretary ta notify by
telegraph each abeent delegate that tha Convention will
consider the report of tha Committee on Revision on
Wednesday morning next
In the Mississippi Convention yesterday resolutions

were introduced and referred proposing to disfranchise
for five years ail planters whe prevented their colored
employes from attending eleotiona and political meet¬
ings, and also declaring released from all debta persons
who take oatb to being worth no mora than $20. The
latter was offered to make ap supposed deficiencies in
tha Bankrupt law of Congreea
There war* rumors in circulation last week in New

Orleans that veseols, mon. arms and ammunition to aid
the Tueataa rebellion wara to laava tbat port. Generals
Marques and Gomez ware said to be at the bottom of the
affair.
Hon. Jamas Guthrie yesterday sent his resignation as

United states Senator to the Governor of Kentvcky oa
account or his eontlnued illness, and Ihe Legislature
will elect his saccssaor on Taaoday next.
Sunday night, in portions of the Northwest, was tha

coldeat or tha season. The thermometer stood yester¬
day morning at Madison, Wis., 34 degrees below aero;
at Dtxon, III., St Paul and Winona, Minn., 40 degreea
below, and at Sparta, Wis., 61 degrees below. At tha
same time the thermometer at Key West, Kla., stood at
76 degrees above wro.

Hiflhly Important Decision of the Supreme
Conrt.

Mr. Justice Nelson yesterday, in the Supreme
Court of the United Stales, delivered the

opinion of the court upon the Mississippi and
Georgia reconstruction injunction cases. It
will be remembered that last summer these
cases came up in tho form of a petition, in
behalf of each of tho States of Mississippi and

Georgia, tor an injunction to restrain Andrew
Johnson, Edwin M. Stanton, U. S. Grant, Gen¬
eral Ord and General Pope from the execution
of the reconstruction laws of Congress in Mis¬
sissippi aud Georgia, on the plen of the un¬

constitutionality of those laws. It will also bo
remembered that after a full argument on both
sides these applications were dismissed on tlie

ground of a want of jurisdiction. The opinion
of Judge Nelson, elaborate and compiehen-
pivc, rests upon tho foundation that tho issue
between these parties being purely political it
was not within the jurisdiction of the court,
and must accordingly be dismissed. In this

opinion, too, all Ihe judges concur.

Now, it seems to us that in this decision the
Supreme Court virtually declares that it cannot
interfere in this work of Southern reconstruc¬
tion.that it is a matter exclusively belong¬
ing to Congress. In short, we cannot perceive,
after this comprehensive opinion of yesterday,
how any application or appeal affecting the

constitutionality of the reconstruction laws can

be entertained by the Supremo Court, because,
in assuming to take cognizance of any of such
case*, the court touches a political issue and
invades the exclusive power of Congress to
declare what is and what is not a State under
the constitution. The opinion delivered by
Chief Justice Taney in the Dorr-Rhode Island
case and ccrtain opinions of Chief Justice
Marshall bearing upon the same question are

in accordance with thii. view of the subject.
that the Supreme Court can have nothing to

do, and will have nothing to do, with any case

affecting the political status of the ten outside
States while they remain unrecognized as States

by Congress.
The Congressional bills, therefore, lately in¬

troduced fo ragulate the 8upreme Court may
now l»e permitted to lie on the table. The
court ia out of this reconstruction tight Tha
issue is between this Congress and this admin¬
istration, and between the radicals and con¬

servatives, In the struggle for the next Con¬
gress and the next Presidency.

Tho Tunnel to Brooklyn.
At the last scston of the State legislature a

company was incorporated to build a bridge
over the East river to Brooklyn. The abuses,
inconveniences and dangers ol the East river
ferries induced a general demand for some

such means of communication between the
two cities, and the hope was entertained tbat
a remedy lor all existing troubles had at last
been discovered. But tho bridge projact, for
some unexplained reason, seems suddenly to
halt, and the best Informed persons believe that
it is destined to be a complete failure, for the
reason that it is impossible to build a bridge
that will not obstruct tha navigation. This
impression is strengthened by the recent
introduction in the State Senate of a bill to in¬
corporate a company empowered to lay a

pneumatic tunnel between Now York and
Brooklyn. This, although a more modern inven¬
tion than a bridge, is regarded as a practicable
undertaking, ami at least deserves a trial. It
would ba free from all the objections tbat at-
tacb to tlte project of a bridge, and It would
remove all the aonoyances, delays and dangers
of an overcrowded ferry. Tbero can be no
reasonable opposition to the passage of tbis
bill. If men of capital choose to invest money
in the experiment it can do no barm, oven If
It proves a failure, and it will be productive
of great public convenience if it proves to be

a success. The best thing that the Legislature
can do will be to grant the charier which has
been asked for, and thus let the undertaking
have a fair trial.

Tfce taNwkamt Q»«wIm Tl, Cmm»>
lit

There vu * time when, If J0ba a

took a pinch of muff, all South Carolina took to
sneez.ng. At tbi. day, if anything goe. wrong
at Washington, or in Alabama or Texas, the
boo and ery ie revived 0f the impeachment of
Andrew Johnson. Since the failure to indict
on Ashless accusation, the impeaohers hare
given notice from time to time that the project
has not been abandoned, and that If "we take
np again the recreant Andy we shall .wing
him as high M Haman." Some saj that the
ate sensational impeaohment newspaper de¬
spatches from Washington were oontrived bj

«,f **mbler> of Wall street, and that
ua 1 d Thad " makes his report these
gentry will continue to speculate in the ups and
downs of the gold room, buying on a fall and
Belling on a rise. « Impeachment is bnt the
jackass of the gold gamblers, and they trot him
out on every pretext," sajrs Jones. "No, sir;
it is the old soareorow, the Mumbo-Jumbo of

which they flaunt in the wind now
and then only to frighten Andy Johnson,"
¦ays Smith. "You are both wrong, gentlemen,"
«*ys Brown; "there is a plot in this thing, a

deep and cunningly oontrired plot among the
radicals to bring out Grant and to swing John¬
son;" and we think that the facta and the testi¬
mony are in favor of Brown, though Jones
likewise hits the bull's eye with the gold
gamblers.

8

On the question of contesting the return of
Stanton to the War Department Grant says one

thing and Johnson says another "diumetrically
the reverse" of what Grant gay,. Grant has
his believers and Johnson has his, and the
Johnson party are sure that when tho Presi
dent s reply to the General's last impertinent
letter is fired it will knook the Appomattox
»ppl« tree into a eookod hat. But this bomb¬
shell hangs fire, and a knowing conservative
organ, devoted toJohnson but pledged to Grant,
declares that upon this question of veraoi ty
some members of the Cabinet "didn't exactly
«>e it as tho President pnt It ; that the shrewd
Secretary of State has even intimated to Mr.
Johnson that he was going it a little too
strong that this is true as gospel, and that
"this is the sticking point" in the matter of
Johnson's reply. "Call you this backing your
friends ?" Of what value is that servant who
carries his master through ninety-nine tight
places but abandons him in tho one hun¬
dredth? Mr. Adams is coming home from
England, and surely after this we may believe
that Mr. Seward has bocorae sick and tired of
the cures and trouble* and ugly scrap. \s of the
State Department, especially when called upon
to fight Grant
But whether Grant is right or Johnson

wrong, or v'u-e versa, in his recollections of these
aforesaid understandings and conversations, is
a mora matter of moonshine. Tho question is,
whnt will they do ;n Congress with the charge
made against tho President by General
(.rant ol a deliberate design to violate
the law? The subjoct is before tho Com-
initlco on Reconstruction, and "Old Thad,"
a Lancaster county lawyor, is said to pro¬
nounce it a good cane of impeachment. Hia
committee and sub-committee ire at work
bunting up and examining witnesses. Thoy
have commenced with certain newspaper cor¬

respondents ; and when through with tbeni
(.rant and Stanton will be examined and
cross-examined; and then will follow the
members of tho CabincL, from Seward
to Stanbory ; and then, perhaps, some of
the Southern Military District commanders.
Governors and "Johnson officeholders," may
be sent for, inasmuch as the loading radical
organ of this city declares that in Florida
'. there was a dark intrigue, engineered by a

Johnson officeholder, and sustained by a lavish
outlay of money, to break up the Convention
in a row, and thereupon set up a shout, to be
echoed from Maine to Arizona, that reconstruc¬
tion under the acts of t.'ongress had failed, ex¬
ploded, gone up." Furthermore, says the same
authority, "how far the Treasury has been
bled in aid of this conspiracy we may never

know, but the engineer was evidently lavish
of other money than his own/'

This is impeachment fuel thrown into the
Reconstruction Committee. It shows that thero
is a serious purpose to make up a case this
time which will not AM. Some of the so-called
republican conservatives in the Ashley experi¬
ment, dubious about the position of Grant,
were afraid to risk it Now the coast is clear.'
and it is thought that an indictment from tho
House can in a fortnight bo pushed through
the Senate, to say nothing of the Edmunds bill
for the suspension of the Presidont on boing
arraigned for trial.

But what is the prospect ? The case of the
radicals in desperate. The late election in Ala¬
bama for the ratification ot the new constitu¬
tion and the election of members of Congreas,
Ac., having turned out a failure in felling to
bring out a majority of 'the registered voters,
some one of the various new bills pending in
Congress must be hurried through, or Johnson
must be removed, or all these reconstruction
doings from Virginia to Texas will fail by
default of the people. I. this view Johnson's
removal is most doairsble to the radicals, aud
the failure of the Alabama election to meet the
requirement of the law may possibly tnrn the
scale of impeachment in favor ot "Old Ben
Wade. " The Presidential election approaches
and if these outside State, meantime are not
brought in the battle may be lost, even under
the banner of firaot. While, therefore, the
legal material, for a case against Mr. Johnson
are apparently frivolous and preposterous at
best, the necessities of the adverse party are

powerful and urgent; and after all that we hare
seen we are prepared for anything from this
radical Congre... Th- mountain is in labor
again, and it. delivery may be another ridicu-
lou. mouse ; but it be a roaring monster,
with seven heads and ten horns.

Ths Thwutrmw Otsitr Kimini..The pro¬
tracted cold weather of the season has
almost completely closed up the ordinary
sources of supply of the delicious oyster,
without which New York is miserable enough.
Tha Ice iu the Sound and its estnariee, and the
great mass of frown water covering the famed
Princess Bay, hare effectually prevented the
oystermen from gathering their usual supplies,
and we have been threatened with a famine
that touches the sensibilitis* of all our people
of high and low degree. Fortunately we ean
draw limited if not nbundani stores from
another vsst repository, where the winter sun

shines with fsrvor enough to keep tha oy.ter-
m*fi's fields clear ot lee. The prolific waters
of Virginia are still iu w«, and ws shall

not yet experienoe absolute want The steam
yachts of the Hsa»j> announce exclusively
that a fleet of Are vessels had arrived on Sun¬
day from Virginia, bringing from fire to seven

thousand bushels of the precious bivalves, and
we learn that more are coming. Thus, by oar

enterprise in obtaining ship news exclusively
for the He*u.ld, oar readers have been able to
learn that there is no danger of their being cut
off from the greatest luxuries in the people's
reach.

Tht PrepoMtf Utfwa I" Naval AdwIuU-
iratlM.

We are not surprised to learn that a strong
opposition has developed itsMf in one depart¬
ment of the naval service against the new bill
creating a naval board ot survey. The ground
of opposition is that it does not provide
for a marine englnoer and naval constructor
in the board. The same coarse of reason¬

ing they adopt, and by whioh they reach U>e
conclusion that the board would be inefflelent
without representatives from those bureaus,
applies with equal force to the claims of
surgeons and paymasters, and It might be logi¬
cally pushed to embrace chaplains and pro¬
fessors of mathematics. The marine offloers
should have a representative, and the sail-
makers, too ; for although our offloers are

happy In cutting out sails, they are not always
able to out and make up a suit of sails, and
must rely upon the professional aailmaker to

perform the work ; therefore has the sail-
maker a claim to a place in the board. We
may follow this line of reasoning out ad infini¬
tum. If the elaims of all these people were

allowed, Instead of a compaot, responsible
board of three, we should have an unwieldly
body of eleven or more, whloh would defeat
the end aimed at by the bllL Persons who
make these absurd claims do not know the true
principles of successful naval administration
or the requirements of an efficient department
The organisation of the Navy Department

should eorrespood to that of a perfect man-
of-war. In the latter we have the paymaster,
to take charge of stores and provisions ; a

surgeon, to care for the siok and wounded ; a

marine officer, to command the guard ) the
engineer, to oontrol the engines, and the officers
and crew, to oare for the decks, each and every
one performing his separate duty and all har¬
moniously working together under tho control
ot ono bead, the oaptaiu. He has absolute
control of the ship iu all its divisions, but
carries out his will through obedient sub¬
ordinates. When ha ceases to have supreme
authority anarchy takes the place ol system,
and the value of the whip as a mau-ot-war is
gone forever. In the Navy Department there is
one supremo head, with subordinate branches.
Each branch is a component and esBontial part
of the whole, which must be controlled by
ono head if it* administration is to be efficient
and successf ul.

In the nature of thing* it is found impracti¬
cable at the commencement of each new

administration to find certuin essantial quali¬
fications combined in one person to form this
head. Few stalosmt-n are familiar with naval
affairs; hence the necessity of giving him an

assistant who has the necessary professional
education and i» familiar with the details
and wants of the position. But the dif¬
ficulty in finding a proper and per-
fectly responsible person, free Irom
political bias and influence and private
schemes, to fill this important position of as¬

sistant to the Secretary of the Navy, has led
intelligent and thoughtful men to suggeHt the
creation of this professional aid to the depart¬
ment in the persons ot a board of officers of
the highest scientific attainments, the widest
experience and the best executive ability. To
them should be assigned the extensive and im¬
portant duties of the assistant of the head of
the department. To obviate strong objections
to similar boards this commission should be
reduced to the smallest number practicable.
vi7~, three. We have shown how the captain
of a ship has flill control on board his own

vessel, and consequently over the battery, en¬

gines and personnel To a greater extent the
commander-in-chief of a fleet has under his
control the captains of the individual ships of
his fleet, each a pelly monarch subject to his
will. It is oloar thai In selecting officers to
govern the destinies of the navy these great
commanders-in-chief will have the preference
far above and beyond ail others, and to mix
with them on suoh a board their subordinates
would be as great a blunder as could be well
perpetrated, aud one that could only emanate
from ignorant, narrow-minded and jealous
men. Snob an idea cannot be entertai ned for
a moment.
The distinguished admirals who would com¬

pose the board of survey can no more build
cogines than they can make topsails, guns or

ship bread, but they are the very best judges of
those things when made. The best art oritics
are not always artists, and it is possible, we

conceive, that the Chief of the Bureau of Steam
Engineering may be able to design and even

build an engine, and yet may not provo a good
judge of engines. Koglish officers, though not
¦aval architects, were exoellent judges of
ships, ami they so appreciated French models
that the French prir.es retained In their navy
could be numbered by the hundred. If two
.hips are compared in respect to their displace¬
ment and area of midship section.say the
&iglish iron-clad Achilles and our cruiser
Wampanoag.and it is found that compact,
durable and simply constructed engines drive
the ponderous six thousand ton iron-clad four¬
teen knots sn hour, while the fragile, compli¬
cated and expensive engines drive the Ameri¬
can clipper no faster and in two hours is
almost a wreck, any tyro could decide which
type of engine to select as the better. Nor is
there so dull a midshipman In the junior clsss
at Annapolis who could uotglve a just opinion
upou the relative merits of the Lancaster and
Guerrltre. the former a success in every
renpect, the latter a complete failure. We
do not want too many staff officers in
the new board. The doctor, engineer and
paymaster would prove only an encumbrance.
Why, then, Increase the numbers by the addi¬
tion of these lower grades, rendering the
board heterogeneous, ineffective and irre¬
sponsible 1 It is folly to create a board
which possesses within itself elements of dis¬
integration and failure. Our admirals com¬

manded their squadrons and fought their
battles without staff offloers to aid them, and
they can certainly govern the navy without
them. During the war the staff offloers did
their work bravely, efficiently and in splendid
style, but did it at their reipective and proper
posts, aud rightly earned the highest oom-

mendations. In the ftiture, m in the past,
they should labor in their own peculiar sphere*
of duty, and not seek to enter on higher and
to them foreign plans of action, where they
are not needed and where they do not right-
full/ belong, and we shall see the service under
the new organisation a credit to our country
and the admiration of the world. We there¬
fore urge in the interest of our nary the neces¬

sity of oreating a board of three offloers, as
the bill provides, which shall at one# enter
upon their labors, the final result of which
will show us that we oan have an efficient
navy at moderate cost, insteid of the present
expensive, nondescript and worthless affair.

Defeat mf RiMBitrnctlti la Altkaat.
Our latest advices from Alabama indicate

with almost positive certainty that the pro¬
posed new constitution has been defeated by
some ten thousand votes. This result was not
unexpected, as the white conservatives refused
almost en manse to vote, and a "black list,"
not very lengthy, is prepared for publication,
giving the names of those whites who did.
What Congress will now do we may be able
to state in a few days. It is not likely to let
its whole plan of reconstruction go by the
board on aocount of this fiasco in Alabama ;
for the fate of the new constitution there is no
donbt indicative of that whioh awaits the con¬
stitutions in most of the other proscribed
States. And whatever steps Congress may
adopt to press Alabama, willy nilly, into the
Union will probably be taken as a base of
operations for the remaining States. This
will bs applying the prinoiple of"coercion" in
a new and novel manner. But, reasoning from
past experience, thero is no legislation, how¬
ever unique or unparalleled, whioh Repre¬
sent Congress is not capable of initiating.
Meanwhile, the radical journals are already
beginning to advocate the adoption of harsher
measures toward those obdurate and obstinate
States which refuse to accept the Congressional
plan of reconstruction and restoration. We
may, therefore, look for something exciting
from Washington in this connection before the
expiration of many days.
The Herald's Special Telegram*.Practice

or Oar Contemporaries.
We have Incurred a very heavy expenditure

for the perfect collation and Instant transmis¬
sion to the Hbrald of important news from ull
parts of the world, and our correspondents
have been instructed to keep our readers in¬
formed by special telegrams of all such events
immediately they transpire, no matter where
or how distant the point may be. We have
used the Atlantic cable for such purposo almost
daily from the moment it was laid down to last
Saturday evening, when we received the highly
important despatches from Paris, Madrid and
Alexandria, Egypt, which we published on Sun¬
day morning, announcing the sudden change in
Napoleon's policy towards the Pope and report¬
ing the advance of the British troops in Abys¬
sinia.

This intelligence is placed freely at the ser¬
vice of our contemporaries of the city press ;
but in inuny instauces our special telegrams
are taken bodily and transferred to their
columns without even the courtosy of an

acknowledgment Of this there was a re¬
markable instance yesterday morning, when
our special cable despatches from France,
Spain and Egypt were taken from the Hckaij>
and given to the public as having been sent to
another paper.

In this we have a just subject for complaint.
We merely ask in such cases an ordinary credit
for our enterprise and outlay, a return which
we will not fail to reciprocate should any of
the other metropolitan journals publish exclu¬
sive news of a character sufficiently interesting
to be deemed worthy of transfer to the pages
of the Hkiuu).

What Shall He Done with Hell <iate f
Thers is a movement in the State Legisla¬

ture on the removal of the obstructions at
Ilell Gate to the eastern entrance to New York
harbor; there is a movement on the same

question in the New York Common Council,
and the subject is even heard of through all
the din of nigger reconstruction in the United
States Senate. It is to be bopod that a matter
agitated in so many lawmaking bodies may
not fall quietly out of sight before something
is practically done to set on foot the necessary
measures for opening a good channel at Hell
G^te and otherwise Improving the East rivsr
so >s to males »he entrance to this port by
Long Island Sound as practicable as that by
the Narrows. The advantages that this measure
will scoure to our city are hardly calculable ;
but it will have ether advantages than these.
It will have its most immediate result in the
greater facility with which this port can be
reached in the winter. We shall have done
with that dreadful catalogue that the wintry
storms bring us of richly freighted merchant¬
men driven on llarnegat and other points of
the Jersey coast in their attempts to come by
Saadj Hook. Winter passages will be shorter
also ; for it now often happens that ships after
having mad* Montauk arc five or six days
before they florae Into pork By the eastern
passage such ships would have a short and
easy run. I'aisenger steamers coming by the
Sound could, if desired, land their passengers
at the east end of Long Island and save a day
on the trip, just as new the French Havre
Hteamert land Uieir passengers at Brest. Not
the least of the advantages would be the
immense development this eastern passage
would give to the upper part of our island
and to the shores of the Sound. Messrs.
Legislators, hurry up the Hell Gate opening.
Phi smi 4 and i he UKirsn Statbh. Where is

Mr. Bancroft? I'erad venture he slecpeth or is
on a far journey or is overwhelmed with bis
Russian honors. Somewhere our distinguished
ambassador no doubt is, but judging from the
intimations of the Associated Press he is prac¬
tically non est at Berlin. Carl ifchurz, who
has become enamoured of the riVes of Colorado
Jewett and George Francis Train, i> now doiDg
the honors. We are gratefni to Couat Bis¬
marck, not ungrateful to King William and
oot dissatisfied with Carl Scburi ; bnt where
is the lion. George ? The Prussians are a sen¬
sible people ; wo wish them all success ; but
still we ask, Whcrs is Bancroft?

r*o«JMS st;i(Tn» .An unkaosrn man. apparently a

for*i|D*r, fosnd last srsstng bv olticsr While, of
tbs Twantyaecoai precinct, If lag in a lot on Ninth Bre¬
tt tia, near rifty nevrntb atreet, bleeding profusely from
a wound la ths throat. Baslda ths nan, l<hn| on the
now, tbs officer fonnd a common pocket knife, with
wbicb, it ii auppoaed, be bad attempted to com.
mit snlolda Tbe lajured tnaa waa draaaed ia a light
vast, dark panta, coat, overcoat and high hat. He »ae
<;on»afad to Bailerus Hospital and preperijr oared for.

BOOK NOTICES.

CiiLD-PicTrtn From Dicienh. With niuatra-
Jjoua.bjB. JSjtiuge, Jr. Beaton: l'itkaor A
Fields.
The children whom Dickens has introduced Into b«»

various novels w« among the boat creation* of ku
genius. Li(tin Noll, the Marchioness, Paul and Floe-
enca, the Fat Bo/, Tiny Tim, Smlko and Oliver TwiJt.
are bore brought together to move to teera or to laagb-
ter both children and "children of a larger growth. '

The Illustrations art reproduoed from the Diamoal
Edition of Dickena.
Thk Bkotiikrs' Bet; or, Within Si* Wkus. Bf

Erailie Flygare Carlen, author of "Ivar ; or, Th»
Hkuta-Boy, Ac. New York: Harper k
Brother*.
This curious picture of Swedish lids will interact ait

who have read with pleasure the novel in whleh the
late Frederika Bremer revealed the wealth of human
nature in the cold regions of Northern Europe. 1we

I brothers are repreaented aa rivals for a young
widow who jilts them both for a lover to whom
she had plighted her troth long before she was

forced to marry her defnnct husbaud. Bhe *4
last happily marries this lover, and the t»»
brothers marry their cousins, Hilda and Bertha. How¬
ever foreign to English and American young ladles this
novel may seem, it is a faithful picture or life la
Sweden, and, moreover, true to human nature la ail
oountrtea. It is far worthier and far more lit for
dramatisation than most of the second baud KogUdk

i adaptations of Frenoh plays with which the managers
of our theatres provide tho American public.

A JAPANESE FUNEKAL.

Obsequies of Ha»yak»ta«l<«ie, the Jasaerae
Anther and Jasslrr-A Novel Ritual Con¬
ducted by Nonll Poople.
A scene novel to moat Now Yorkers was enacted yes¬

terday morning it Na 20 Bleecker street, the quarters
of the Japanese juggling troupe, which recently made a

sensation at the Academy of Music. Tho demise af
Hab-yah-ta-kee, the foremost figure of the group wbo
hava so often fumigated, with oplnm and tobacco,
burned la strange-shaped pipes, the premlaaa at No. »
Bleecker street, has already bean recorded aa

having occurred on Saturday evening. Tho do-
coaaed, accompanied by his coadjutors la the dex¬
terous art, was brought to this country by Seflor
Do Kosa, who has since acted as interpreter and to
some extent as business man for the Dickens of Japaa.
Ha-yah-ta-koe Is said to have been a cousin of the
Tycoon, though this assertion is apocryphal, and was a

personage both of distinction and of condition in hta
native country. He was tbe author of several Japansao
dramas, which have been enacted with success before
the assembled nobility of Japan, and bad won tho
reputation of an eminent scholar, story-writer aad

essayist in the literature of his native land, whloh
renders his death a matter of imiiortanoo to
his countrymen. Famous as a gymnast aad
juggler a profession of far more honorable
distinction In Japan than in New York.
the decoased came to this country nearly a year
since, accompanied by an effective organization for ex¬
hibition purposAS, and was yesterday committed to
Greenwood, without even a priest to bury him according
to the ritual of bis native land. In the last stages of heart
disease, and holding but a briof lease or life even at the
bent, somo misapprehension at first existed in rogard to
bis death, a report having been circulated to the effect
that bis end was hastened by a violent dispute upon
aomo business matter with bis manager. This allega¬
tion, which oo7.od forth from uncertain and falsifying
sources, proves, however, to have been utterly
unrounded, and as a mutter of justice to all
parties it is proper that the misreproseutatloa should
be corrected. Ha-vah-ta-keo had beeu ill for a week or
more, and quite seriously so, during wbich lime he re¬
ceived overy attention, Sefior De Kosa personally supar-
iutending the manufacture of beef tea and the provision
ot delicacies needed or desired by the invalid. Nothing
was neglected which could in any way contribute to hi«
comfort or hasten bis recovery. Tbe attending physi¬
cian alleges furthermore that In his opinion the uatural
crisis and termination or his disease had arrived, and
that tho deceased could not have outlived Saturday
night, judging from the Sltireme Bavority or the armi»-
toms manitested in bis last visit.an allegation whioh
may he taken as deciding tlie question and negativing
the whisper of vague gossip.

Deceased was about forty years of age, and leaves a
wife, three little ones, a sister and an aged and infirm
mother In this land or strangers. Those were committed
to tho caro and guardianship of Se&or De Kosa as one
of the last bequests or the dying gymnast.
The funeral, according m Japanese custom, wai to

have taken place at eight o'clock on the morning of Ui*
second day alter the demise (yesterday); but, owing t«
circumstances necessarily beyond the control of tw
relatives, the remains were not conveyed to the hearse
until half'past ten. At eight o'clock, in fact, there won

scarcely au indication of stir at the quartors of the
troupe, and It was not until nine tfeat tho hcarsemaa
stopped in front of No. 20. In the course of tbe
next half hour, the hearse was jomed by the several
carriages which bad been engaged for the convenience
or the mourners, and in the meantime a singular scene
oss being enacted within by as motley an assemblage as
was ever evoked for any special pon painting or Dick¬
ens. Ascending to the second floor of No. 20 and drop
ping in through a side door at tho lett or tbe staireare
tho spectator round himseir ushered into a rather co»d
and somewhat dismal room, tilled with people of every
nationality. By the nove sat suvoral women, upon
whose faces the red rash of the cold bad broken out ;
on tbe table near by bad been erected a pyramid of
boilotl rice, near which was a pan ol hair prepared pota¬
toes ; bore and there about tbe room were disposed groups
or men in twos and threes, some conversing in low,
eager tones, and others leisurely smoking; now and then
a member or tho press, eager to turn a penny even at a

runeral, propounded some pertinent question to ssrinr
de Rosa; and now and then was heard the suppressed
clattering or a pair ot Japanose sandals, and a swarthy
son or daughter or the Orient glided stealthily into (he
apartment through the long parage way which led to
tbe interior. Threading this passage way, the spectator
round himself in a sort of second Interior, wanting tbe
rice an<l potatoes, but in other respects quite similar to
the Ural. Here the sprinkling of Japanese in the
general potpourri ot bumanity thickened. By toe
stove sat in bent attitudes, aa if half doubled
up with the cold, tbe relatives or tbe deceased
and tho various members of the troupe; and
over all things reeked a stealthy odor or mingled opium
and Japanese tobacco, wbich insinuated itaoir quietly
but surely Into one's nostrils and into one's clothes and
into everything with which It caste in contact. The
relatives of the dead and the members of the troupe
grouped hereabout were in improvised mourning.tho
suddenness of the occasion having prevented any exten¬
sive preparation, u the non presence of anv priest pre¬
vented the full celebration or the ritual.

Passing through a sido door at tne loft and into what
ordinarily woul^ bs termed a ball bedroom, the sperta-
tor round himself in ibo presence of the dead.
Tbe body bad boon enclosed in a rosewood coffin, bor¬
dered with silver-beaded nails and eurnaeunted with

a ailver plate, wbich bore the name of one of Japan's
Dickenses. "Ha-yah-ta kee". in Japanese letters. Oa
the right of the <-ofl1a was coated the celebrant of tbe
occasion, swaying with all the rhythmical exactness of

a pendulum to and I'rv, to aad fro, to his own mono¬
tonous and uninterrupted muttering of tho dead song.
The eyes were weirdly upturned, the bead being slightly
depressed aad tbe lips moving with a sort or strange
reguUrlty and precision ol time as ir they had boon but
tbe Hps or a mask, of a grotesque or of aa automaton.
On tho lert of tbe coffin were seated a couple of weird,
crono-like Bgnree, by wbom not a word was spoken, not

a motion made aad not a sound permitted to break ia
upon the slngw*hr weirdness of tbe spectacle. It was aa
if tho swaying ttgure were the moutbpieoe of tbe three,an#sa if In It waa concentrated the moaning that might
have beea triply uttered.

Presently, however, the spell wss broken, and at balf-
past ten A. M. tho coffin waa borne to tho bsaree
Nobs aad tears followed It from a rather irregularly
rooviag procession or awartby races aad bare and semi-
shaven heads, and the remains were conveyed to the
hearse, tho followers thereof betas assisted to their sev¬
eral carriages. Tho hearse drove off. tho carriages drovo
off snd the masks at the wiadow of No. 22 grinned more
horribly aad showed their great white teeth more asena-
clnglv as the gbaetly procession disappeared.
The remains were coaveyed to Greenwood to be de¬

posited ror a abort time ia the receiving tomb.Green¬
wood's Cattle Gardea of tbe dead.

SCHEiAL HEWS ITEMS.
The Vermont House, at Islaad Pond, Vt., waa baraed

oa Sunday night.
Mr. John B. Ilurid, one of the oldest Philadelphia

merchants engaged in the New Orleans trado, died on

Sunday evening, aged seventy-one years.
It is stated that tbe Robinson routs bes been posi¬

tively decided upon for tho Intercoioalal Railway by tho
Canadian Cabinet.

A fire in Mattooe, 111., yesterday morning destroyed
seven buildings, Involving a loss of 924,000, on whloh
there was au laeuraace of 114,000 la Illinois companies.

A messenger in tbe employ of the Merchants' Union
F.i press Compeuy was arrested at St. louts yesterday
charged with emWrliog $700 from that company
Tbe Memphis City Council yesterday passed n resolu¬

tion abolishing their Are department after the Urn of next
March in consequence or tho condition of the city
treasury.

Miss Creeneugh, a young lady of Burlington. Vt., aged
seventeen years, was burned to death on Sunday nigM,
her clothes takiag Ore from the explosion of a keroeena
lstnp.

At Salem, lad., Isst Saturday. Walker B. Rodman Jr.,
killed Absalom Wright, an old man, aged sltty-flvo
veers, by fracturing bis skull with the nultoragun.
Rodman escaped.
Tho large Hgh School building in Muscatine, Iowa,

was totally destroyed by Ore yesterday. The Ire ia
supposed to bsvs originated from sn overheated far-
Bare. I<oss, $25,000, fully insured.

Walter tllddieton, twenty-nine years of age, commit,
ted sulfide at Hartford, Conn , on Sunday, by taking
laudanum. He was a wool sorter by trads, and kills!
himself because he could get no work.

A Are broke ont tn tho Rank of Montreal last svsaiag;
hut waa sitlnguished aftsr vigorous exsrtloas by tho
firemen. The building was greatly damagsC throughout
Its entire extent by smoke and water. Two women airy,
aula were Marly suffocated, lha Iova M aeV stated.


