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FREE RELIGION.

Convention of the Free Religion
Association at Boston.

Miseellaneous Gathering of Apostles
of Both Sexes,

amm—_—.

Representatives of All Protestant Denomi-
nations on a New Platform.

The General Religious Aspects and
INeeds of the Age.

BosTtox, MAY 20, 1668,

Just a year ago s nnmber of prominent religlonists,
belonging in varions parts of the country and repre-
senting the majoxity of sects and denominations in
America, met in this city for the purpose of organiz-
ing what has since been known as the “Free Rell-
glous Asgociation.”” The proceedings were fully re-
ported in the HErALD at the time, and It will be re-
membered that the objects of the assoclation, as de-

. clared, are to promote the Interests of pure religlon,
to encourage the solentitic stady of theology and to
increase fellowslyp in the Spirit; and to this end all
persons interested are invited to fellowship, The
attendance at the second annual meeting here to-day
has been much larger than at the meeting which
gave birth to the assoclation, the spacious Tremont
Temple being crowded In almost every part at each
of the three scsslons. Probably every sect and de-
nomination was represented by visitors on the
floor, but representatives of several denominations
who were invited to participate in the proceedings
Iniled to gppear, but in consequence of prior engage-
ments geperally, as their letters indicated. Only a
representative of the Catholic religion declined being
present, for tiie stated reagon that he did not sympa-
thize with the movement,

Rev. 0. B. FroTmiNGaay, of New York, ealled the
convention to order, stating that ita object was to
promote solentific religion and theology. They did
not propoge to be political, reformatory or philan-
thropic, or yel strictly Christian. Christianity, he
added, 18 a sect, and 18 not included in the great re-
liglons. Jews, Mussulmans, the Ratlonalsts, Spir-
ltunllsts, great numbers of scientific men are not
Christians, and they shonld therefore use the term
religion, for that s as wide as humanity and cannot
be termed sectarian. Christlanity is a complex term,
but religion is & perfectly simple term, and 1s under-
stood all over the globe. We are satisfled with the
Ten Commandments and content to let our religion
rest there. Our next word is *“free," for freedom Is
not Jewish, Mohammedan or Christian, but it leaves us
free to follow the train of thought, Liberty is only a
condlition, but it I8 a very vital condition—a neceasary
condition of all progress, as is shown by our American
civilization. We do not mean freedom to fight, but
freedom of debate, freedom of thoughti—a freedom
which shall bring no 1l will or reproach or create
enemies. This, he added, is not a vague statement,
but it la an exceedingly definite statement. Every
man who has taken a part in fhe formation of this
assoclation kndws perfectly well where he stands
and has a definite will and purpose marked oat. Of
course out work will be slow and long, for e must
avold a clique and sect and study many other things
not to do, which d¢gne would overthrow the whole
foundation upon which we are to bulld. Last year
Mr. F, sald our purpose was f give expression to
all, but now we are more concentrated. The people
are asking questions about the blesscd life, and we
offer a platform on which all can stand and give
thelr views. A Catholic has been invited to come
here, but he declined, saying that when he came to
Boston he should come as o Catholic and he would
address an audience that wounld flll the largest hall
in the city. An Eplscopallan h ld.tlsu been Invited,
but he had declined to take part in the meeting.

They dia not vare wnat professions of religion a man
nuz If he woum.underukhwilo auswer the great re-
gy (e ﬁ;m marks of Mr. Frotbingham
the open re kL

Rev. JAMES FREEMAN OLARKE, of the Indiana place
c Boaton, was infroduced. He sald he could
not thinking in this meeting that the man who
comes will have the best chance, for he ean pull
down demolish ¢very idea that had been built
up by those who preceded him. He came here most
Aecidedly a8 a Christian—as an orthodox Unitarian—
if there 8 any such thing. The way he came Lo be
one was hecause he d a IMe and a power in the
great element of falth, and if he was any different
he found that he had no power. He did not belleve
that any man can out of the great currént of
Frovidential life and amount to anything. Some men
liere, he aaid, don't want to be Christians, buf pro-
fesgedd Lo have something higher, deeper and broader,
If they conld show him anything that was deeper,
higher and broader than C rm.lmit{ he would be
f‘lm.l to take it; b lie had yet failed to see anthing,

€ found something diviné and holy in Christianity,

for It recognized the p of the soul on, and on,
and on. He found tﬁul it recognized Iife as

a4 battle, thit it teaches that Jesus Christ 18
God In uws and shows ns lqe best  thi
that wa can know of the relation of G

to mnan. It seemed to him that Christianity was not
o sect, but that it was inclusive, He did not believe
that the Cathulles were golng to sw the whole
country any more than any other religionists, for
there was too much known of the history 'of the Ro-
man Church, He felt, however, that the Cathoule
Church had done and is doing a good work, and
there were many things in their creed which all
would do well to copy from.  He believed that Chirls-
tlanity was just a8 broad as religion, for 91” men are
elther Christians or have the T hecmlna
Christlans, He bolieved In religion, an
humanity, and therefore he betleved In Christianity,
for hehl)eil-em lu:Ih“ wos l-i; the root of rnlltll.l}ngl o::;rt:.
A chuarscteristio song & couple of the Hul -
sons came in after which Rev. RoBBERT COLLYER,
of Chicago, was Introduced. He felt, he said, that
he must hegin by demolishing some of Mr. Clarke's
siructure, althongh he.was & O and meaot
Lo be one to the end of the chapter, fact that
he wis what he was did not in sense t
him from being glad to weloome new child of
God, whe does not séem t0 know much of
ftseif yet, bot 18 belng pretty thoro
fpanked by one and another, He hoped that when
It got through the whuogms cough and other dis-
eases incident to voath that it would bloom as the

full embodiment of the 'ﬂ'm of :'rneh &rm and a
o sakd he been o

bl-‘mn{: Lo humanity,
Methodist, but he wis wow a preacher in dbhe of the

Unitartan churches of the West, but fie did not =y

that he should stay there always, He AlWays
fﬂnd o be Jed by any new light or spr nder the
endersilp of the spirit of Jesus Christ, He was glad

10 8e¢ such an organization as this and o see 0
pm’Pernun. and they should go out and see ff they
can’ pr\u'ﬂﬂllf maove men to the bighgr ife. Then
they would find It a blessing and prosperity, doing
the best work thal can be Hnnr_t © lifting of men
and women into the higher life,

The next :&fakw Introdnced was the Rev, Howann
Mavrcom, & Baptist now under o ban for participating
in this new froe religon movement, He that
the liberty of cousclence was dear to the heart and
shonid not, according to Roger Willlams, be denled

to any one. He helleved that all came here as peck-
rd, with thelr souls :ﬁen 0 the whisperings of the
%l\-lno trit, who at all thnes lends o listening car

to the inquiring sonl. They eame W seek everything
bonutifl, and wherever they found it they woulid
lay bold of it #s sn Inestimable legacy with which
they would never purt, They were all geeking (ho
sume common goal, and a1l hoj some day o poass
through the glortous gate; therefor® they should
join hands and hewris that the t and common
purpose be n-nn-u-nmmme'le They should seek Lo pro.
mote harmony, virtue and morality among e

whole people, He belleved, he said, In & sect to
which be belonged, and m in  that sect
telleved in the freedom of ht and pri-

some are beginning to forget

mm}. Mthutllmfh A k only t
¢ glorious lessons of the an >
bulld up o glorwus -&IrncLur'.‘?"]l ma:'g that the
whole battle of religlon is to be fought urungliml
the despotism of ecclesigstical power, We should
he ndded, reassert the principle of absolute right of
every human sonl to interpret for himsell the Holy
Seripture, aud take to ourselves the lessons exem-
piified in the behavior of Jesus, We should Dot
deprecate what & tman belleves, but what he does.
IT hie I8 holy, temperate, virtuous and moral we mnst
bhonor and love him, aud not set oureel ves up a8 an
eoclesiasticnl tribunal to try and condemn him.
Keithor ahould they be #o industriouns in erecting
W edifices a8 they should be zealous and eares
| to do thut which I8 righteous, just and troe,
whether they belomag to one sect or another. The
vital and absorting ;uutlun 18, “Are we consolous
of the deep nug resting
i.r performing  our rief  mission  well
fe, when the sod Is over him, would rather have
it #ald of him, "“There les a Man wio wae s friend to
the widow and an, and followed in the foot.
steps of Jeaus, ! than havp It sald that he wis mighty
o

in mbllﬂum‘tha d sect. He seemed
to hear the volce of of their ulul:::‘n

?.u
of r
out to those who belleved in his cruoliixion
ot timtmacuinte parity sad ovee . "
example of lmm o

At fh’ln point Mr, ot l{wllul #tated that he
made an error in stating that no un would
be present.  Ur. Tyng, of New York, he added, had
been lavited. but for good reasons he hall decllned,

of Weaterly, R. L., had ac-
invitation would presen

now
r. HUBBARD Was received with w
‘He sald that they were e
the incarnation

but Rev. J. P. H
cepled Bn

E

all one in humuni
and death of Ohrist,
there ﬂgﬂr?n so:a wguﬁ:hguh they all wanted
maon. reing piritualists as
ts he sald that it to
communion i8 held with the
worlil, It 13 & well known fact that
are conficting, and are
deal of caution. He

i
Egi =
f

i

5
e ]
iaaf ;

E

anid when he does
found what was Indeed &
in reading the
of Christ. All this
infloite joy to know that
for Jesus' sake could
him. It gave him a solution
tried his soul and he wished that all
conld find the same faith in Jesus,
Jesus he believed that he had found
what Jesus had done for his own
souls of his fellow men he felt that
solution to all the gu of dim
he referred to the Naj
ing the divinity of Christ, w
although they differed In certaln do
(Ehhﬁ-iwf belleved that they all bore
Jhris

Another voeal effort by the Hutchinsons was
der here, after which Mra, Rev, OLyMPiA BROWN,
Woman's Righta renown, was introduced. She said
she halled this miscellaneous meeting as an omen of
coming Christian love and to enable all denomina-
tions to feel that they are one great family, all
laboring for one common object, one common home.
Nothing of the kind wag ever more needed in such
an age as this, when there are 80 many es and

any are seeking to promote C love,
8he had been in the West and there witnessed a con-
filet of but such gatherings as this wonld soon
remove all dificulties and leave in thelr stead true
Christian charity and Christian love, which is now
the great need of the world. They could not afford
to denounce denominations, but they should fight
evil and wrong and op, their Influences, and with-
out organization and denominations they could do
but little. She would a8 soon think of doing aw
with ateam cars because Weston can walk a hundre
miles in twenty-four hours, There {8 not a single de-
nomination they could do without, 'The Congrega-
tlonalists, the Methodlsts, the Universallsts, the
Catholly all represcnt great (ruths, and we
should honor them and pray for the great
?mtm:ﬁumb !;r g.uu: 30 l"nd Gﬂl:ll wglrk ufi
ectually, nobly and grandly in advancing the grea
trutha of Christ, We must reach up and seek to at-
tain His large charlty, which has ammated the whole
world, and in doing this we must retain denomina-
tlonatlism. This question 1 the tical one.

Rey, Joay WEIss, of Watertown, Mass,, was next
introduced. He endorsed warmly snd eloguently
thig great movement and belleved that ite tendency
wis rapidly and surely onward. When he had fin-
tshed the Hutchinsons™ closed up the forenoon ses-
#lon with another of their vooal entertalnments.

At the openlng of the afteruoon session there was
the same large attendance, nearly flling In every
part the spacious temple, The first matter was the
reading of a report by Willlam J. Potter, sec of
the assoclation. The document was intended to
show the Increase in religious feeling in the country
during the last twenty years or so. It clalmed that
in the Churches where there has been s Ireedom of
thought there has been an increase in geekers of re-
liglon of five per cent in excess of the lncrease of
Fopull.tion, while in those Churches where religions
reedom Las been forbldden or restrained the
increase has falled to keep ?m with the In-
crease In population. The Catholics, Methodists,
Episcopalisns  and Spiritualists are among the
most  lberal 8 who can claim the
lai gains. The Unltarian and Universalist
boddies, both of whom clalm to represent freedom of
thought, have not increased so rapldly as
minations before named. The whole tendency, how-
ever, outside of the churches is in the direction of
free thuuﬂgt. 08 18 mwd by the success of religious
meetings in public halls, theatres, &¢. There s also
a tendency to combination and union all re-
Uglous secta as well as towards freedom, umnugh
E:Mm&w ﬁh there are individuals, and sometimes
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Wy for the foundation of the lgrest reiigions chareh
¢ world.

course in deflance of the per-
Baptista of the
colonel sald there was not & Baptlst there who would
Wnlw him a8 o Baptist or who would exchange
ts with him, Yet he was not dism , but
would continae in future, as in the past, to show hia

W‘ of courage and advocste the cause of
i, CAROLINE H. DaLL, a Unitarian, bel in
Boston, was su ueytly introduoced. smmm
&ha felt proud to witness the

with her husband, now an active
bellef in India.

Mr. CHARLES C. BURLEIGH followed. He de-
olared In favor of the fullest freedom of thou{hl. in
all churches and eriticisea rather sharply those
whom he termed so far behind the times and so

thoroughly wedded to old theories as not to give a
‘é to those who have new ideas of

r. J. 8. PrEpLEs, of Battle Creek, Mich,,
uaLat, spoke briefly afterwards. Refer-

ring to the fact that there does not exist amams
chureh erected by the Spiritualists he exp that

bellevers in t faith feit that their souls were
mwml:‘ free i’ worshipping in open groves and public

Mr. PINK, of Brooklyn, N. Y., came next for a few
moments, He sala waa neither a Christian
athelst, religionist nor a Mussulman, but he appmmi
simfly a8 8 man—the highest creature ever uced
by the Crestor. He avowed himself in favor of free-
dom and equality In substance, but beyond this his
remarks were evidently as incomprehensible to the
audlence as to the reporters, with perhaps the excep-
:Jg:etnu he belleved in the purity of body and scul

Mr. AARON M. POWELL, editor of the Anti-Slavery
Standard, who was next Introduced, sald that-he
was & Quaker, but he did not wish to clalm to repre-
sent them. e claimed to stand upon the platform
of the human soul and act in ence to the law of
Iifie, nnd thus be led In the drection.  He still
believed, however, In the essential principles ol
qmemm. claming that the Quakers had done more
t any others towards ldnnulﬂ the nation and
liberating the siaves, &ad also done much
in advancing public d emancipating minds
from udices. In closing be enmcouraged right
edue rafber than regeneration for an advance-
ment of religion and independence of thought,

An adjournment was then had untl eve when

there came a crowd as large as any Jduring the day.
The first .‘:allne-l]’orreporth:l?nuk
Sanborn, of , Mass., on the “Religlons duty

of philanthropy and social reform," which wos as
followe:—

MR, PRESIDEXT AND Bll'rl‘l.li OF THE ASS0CIA-
TION—By the of :ﬂr xecutive Commit-
the most impirtane qRestions Waich oa present

mos ons o presen
Itself 1p a religlo oonm% the qnestion,

How far and mu tude we shall

our du the claima of

netive m» and of reform ?

] t answer this question ms far Aa
he on 18 con by polinting to
tha fact that its most honored re -
tives and the of ita members are
known (whenever Are Wn) a8 the y
atoadfast and of the poor and

unfortunate, the sworn and constant foes of oppres-
sion and wrong. There needs Do t to ahow
wWhat view has been taken of by &
Phillips, an Emerson, af Frot , & Higginson,
~ udl_‘\‘?.:l women who, in this a:; ‘l?l.ﬂ g:r
whare, have L] ours befriend e

tive slave, the slek hﬁb’ﬂﬂn untaught freedmen
and the poor of everyfelass, But it be worth
int- ont the nature of the du

white to thus ful.
filled und 1ts paramount claims on all who are drawn
together by the ties ofd copinon re Nor will
it be whotly superfluons, even in this assembly, to
Indicate sorme of the most demands for

Aoului reform which come to our sttention when we
congider the commnnity in which we lve. What.
EVETr Inny now be our specalative lons concern-
ing the Trinity, the Atonement, the divinity of™ eaus,
the authority of the Bible or the future condition of
the soul; whatever change these may
dergo hereafter, it i certaln that
dusus  concerning  love to  God and
tnan will never be falsifled or antiquated, since they
ure the expression of & sentiment inborn and_nati-
falto the haman heart. The sympathetic I‘u-:l:f;
of mankind responded to them when first uttered,
And wiil continue w do so, Tiey do not require the
suppert of logic nor of infalliable authority; for they
:xniuh thelr own avidence, and no mirecle could
ke them more impreasive, There have been dis-
utes about doctiines, but these are not doetpines.
Y ige practical statements, percelved by the in-
tellect and nocepton .Ii the heart. 1 never heard the
Samatitan ciaim to goodness denied, even by the
o8t orthodox Hebrews, And yet something e
I peculiarly rullﬂlmu In this portion of the tewck-
of Jesus, I8 mot nn? the most undonbled
16 I B 0 parstiade casstes i CUriAtian religlon.
e
I A vk es that there |8 o
g aa t a u]":-' m‘
& man’s “religions nione. " in the
mm ﬂouth-tm:lmn manifosts itsoll; the
hlm. o I e ml{n'unothlt in com n.
A8 Lhis and resolutel
overlooking the fact that it Is opinions
overio — F g rather than

the sonree of rell L
discussions, 1 have fancied tnat the tme tiant
cme when

of all shades of religlous hellef

would wrdljl’ unke in works of |rh|£g nnd e
furm; have interpreted the word Sfren," in
fon, as buplying this ibern.

Uon from the tyrannies of sectarian jealousy wi dis.
ke rather than as § & partionlnr form of e
lief on the of oar tos. Lot us all come Lo
our work, as we invite to our platlorm the cham.
Plons of every oplnlon, provided they are willug to

saine, us extenn to Calvin.

fata :‘ad .clmrchm&d t:r he \ Wes-

loy, urray hanning, the same

v snd whether they join ua or not let us

::nrnwedlot.hehlmbdmu It is one of the
most encouraging

the Imgmu! and
one y
of colonizing

and almost complete.

ar:‘flren up to pauperism, while others are as ex-
" clusively the abode of luxury. Mr, Gladstone, in

Inte 8| h, laments that the
Loundon “are in d of

misfortunes that can befsll a8 man—that of llving in
habital blindness and ignorance of thonoo#ﬂu
and claims of his fellow creat,

of leaving them unwknuwlem ‘:&
while in have
in apite of the poor laws,

In
same contrast Is seen, and if not B0 \ling, it
{a on the way to become go; -ﬁ‘. mwm broad
Western prairies and

g
L
Es

rural distriots of the S8outh the 8 of relapsing
{nto primitive barbarisin such as in walt for the
sm h Americans, and in which the life of man

w Hobbes deacribes it among the sav i
“ Solitary, poor, cruel, brutish, and short.”
Observing t centrifical and tendenc,
towards depravity the guarrelsome churches a

?auu SL c:l;lsterndnmthln ut::un the alarm, and,
orgetiing their fears for a ) &ré making great
efforts to counternct it. Forelgn misslons are less
considered. Home missions are the order of the
day. The ministry at large, under various names,
the sSunday school, the eve school, are sl very
modern, but very powerful the good
cause of the {mr; and not only do the Protestant
churches avail themselves of these Instrumentalities,
but the Catholics u.lso—sartmﬂarl; in America—are
doing the sanre thing., One does not need to read
Mr. Parton's panegyric of the Catholics to become
awnre of this; it is an obvious fact in all our cities,
and not only are the churches doing this ecclesiasti-
cal work, but they are also founding hospitals, open-
ing dispensaries, starting: yment sociclies,
tralning young Jdelinguents in reformatories, carine
for orphaus and unfortunate women, and In all ways
utting their hands to the work of phllanthropy.
Nay, we 1nay go A aay that It Is
this  philanthrople  activity which 15 great-
the churches. Whoever vislts—as
many in the sudience doubtless have done—
the great mission Sabbath schools of onr western
cltles—of Detroit, Chicago and Bt. Louis—will find
that those wonderful institutions are for somethin
more than to teach Bible texts, sing hymns anﬁ
make childish proselytes. The teachers, the super-
intendents, do not confine themselves to their Sun.
day lubors nor to the lmits of their parish, They
g0 about on week days visiting the homes of the
poor, observing thelr necessitles ; they carry among
the swarming children of poverty the means of ma-
terlal and the incentives of apiritual lfe. Work for
Bowme, anusement for others, aym and encour-
agement for all, are the ons which bring
thonsands of ragged boys and girls into the schools,
and which overcome the op of the drunken
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After Mr. Phillipa® speech the Hutchinsona wound
up the conventloﬁhy alw old woman's rights
campalgn song of the Pralries.”

RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE.

The Grand Summing Up of the Religious An-
niversaries.

From the reports of most of the leading religions
and henevolent associations we gather the following
statements of thelr receipta for the past year:—

I.—THE NATIONAL SOCIETIES,
American Bible Society—
Sales ansasasn

BIODE. . v as saisinnisaimnnnnsoas 3
Douation: 132,106
American Home Missionary Soclety.......... 202,185
American Female (uardinn Soclety.......... 85,040
American Seamen’s Friend Boolety...... 56,362

American Tract

Bnies, ...oneue
Donations. ...
American Tract Soclety (Boston)—
R Pt e $04,460
DOUREIODE ion o0 ssnsnsnsrssnsnssnnss i.'l.mml
Missions

Preghyterinn Board of Foreign
D s e T .

434

(3 .

American Church I(hmlumug soclety........ 83,

Mlg:lonur: Soclety of Methodlst gpl.wopu al

American Bible Committes Forelgn Missions. 444,091

American Misslonary Assoelation,........... 400,000

Pror.au'l.nnl. Eplscopal Committee on Forelgn
............. SpeataEasatisigsateey

T . 142,138

(EEITV
Protestant Eplscol
tie m‘oﬁ%‘...?ﬂ

or the ignorant parents. nd these do
teach, along with certain theological tenets, which
ost of us would find it hard to accept, the lessons
of cheerful plety, industry, “R&d sense and good will,
and these ouiwelgh, many times over, the li?uhmu

ogy. Now,
decelve us, thls good work will continue and
show 1]

who shonld either

veat be plenteous and the us
therefore, the Lord of the harvest that he wil
send forth inborers into his field. Every age tera
ite own evils o its own pati.

. The un irit of some En
always torments us. Even |f fanatics read the New
Yo rhaps some com to

any hints its
about a “new flell for fauaticlsm.” lie
vew Yorkgexists God will not suffer the race of fanat-
loa to die out, for nothing short of fanaticism can
enable a man to live honestly In that elty. Yet New
York is forus of our concentrated civiliza-
A i8 needed there is partially needed
everywhere else, The labor question, the woman
queation, the question of education for the poorest, of
reclaiming the thief and the prostitate, of suppress-
temp , of dealing with | ity, of di-
pauperism—these and a hundred other
gquestions derived from these or related theréto press
?fmmfnr dectslon and we caunot escape them.
we have a true religious feellng we shall
not try escape  thom. We  shall  en-
tertain them all, and devote oursclves to those with
which we can best deal. Oue person will teach the
freedmen, others will secure them the right to vote,
will visit prisons, will found hospitals, open new
avocations to women, proclalm a truce between
labor and capital, dlminish poverty aud banish
drunkenness, and at every step of every reform re-
ligion will be present to give her sanction, She will
not always wear the vestments of the Charch nor
?uh the volce of tradition, but sometimes ahe will
0 both, and she will never fall to atteat the truth of
htnz'gm —*To benefit mankind is worthy of a
g:i!. " In t Slortuun work, this task which has
n signally providentinlly iald upon our coun-
try to mcuntlglmh. there 18 o dutﬁ. hamble, but at
the present time most geedful, which our assocla-
tlon can perform, st least in
hilanthropy = now Mquires  more than  all
hings else—for it is the key to all fature
progress—is to be reported and  made kKopwn
from country to country, and throughout the several
reglops  of country.  Whatever oourage
has achieved, or science bas Invented, or patienge
avercowe, or charity has won in this pever end.
contest with wrong and suffering, is to be pro-
mulgated beyond the narrow llnitsa of the hamlet,
the city orm:!mhm it took place. The handi-
oraftsmen of lale—Engl “pinoers  and
weavers—who planued and established the Girst co-
operalive movement amoby the Engiish working-
men have pow thousands of imitators, becanse

what they had done and how they succeeded became
known u;mmm lﬂ:“ land and the world. The Irish
of dealing w

knowledge other communities and incl
imitation of its excellent results elsewhere, The mode!
lodging houses of Boston, New York, and London
only nced to have their success made known to the
world to secure their increase & humdred and o
thousand fold where the evils which they guard

inst are rant. The methods of teaching the
blind, the deaf and dumb and the Idiotie; the best
syatem for rearing motheriess infamts and for trainin,
neglected boys and girls, and all the other approve
appliances of modern benevoldnee onght to be com-
municated from land to lsod and from town to town,
and when this is done they will ta%e root and thrive

convicts s slowly ‘:muﬁ.t%

as o the frm‘en Wiose seeds are borne through the
Alr by nhiable winds. or the wings of wandering hirds,
and pianted i dands remote from the parent free,
The proces-es of natuee are the same In moral as
physicnl events, and if we would gather her (rulta
we  must obey her hints,  If | might ventare
0 advise the assoviation In sach 8 maiter
I would say, 1l et every one of s, and the nsdo-
clation as a bo devole some time te learning and
spreading abroad the last resoits of philanthrople
ACtIVILY. Lot us when we can have the privilege aid
In works of charity and reform by direct exertions:
bt when that 8 denied us let us remember that we
can do much, and sometimes inuch more, by the (ne
direct method of publi=hin? abroad what has been
done,  In the pamphlets aud volumes which we Ay

Isaue from the press st us give a place to casays and
.pruln which deal with these topics, and in all our
gatheringa et us aaslgn a portion of the time to the
cause of the poor and the remedy of wrongs, In no
other way, | am confdent, can we so well advance
the progreas of true religion and promote the inter
estsrof mankind,

After Mr. Sanborn had finishod the reading of his
report Colonel HigaixsoN followed In & somewhat
lengthy and complimentary aliuslon toit, He u

every member of every denomination take the
sentiments contained into his or her own heart and
to work at once, amd earnestly. He discoursed

st sone length in strong terms in favor of the
purposes for which this associativn was

' El nblguitons WeNDELL PAIuLira camo next and
was of course received with thunders of applanse,
e sald that the question treated o Mr. Sanborn's
paper was & new one to him, and he hardly knew
wiiat to abaut it.  He began life, he sald, with
profound falth in the honesty and eficiency
church organization for ihe nlﬁr

lal
b of

h rposes ; but in t]&:ﬂm’oﬂ:uﬂ
riatian i T
Lad m’fmﬂ ol bim.  Ghuroh or

£
MR, ivvnechonssssosrsnnay
American Antl-8laver,
Natlonal Temperance
unday

lety .
School Utlilﬂ

American Co onal Union. sesveesesnis
American and og.ll Christian Unlon.....
American Baptist Misslonary Union.........
Board of Foreign Misslons of Reformed
BOWIA Of BAUCALION. «+« 1 rvssasannseesssesre

sssann

thelr
reach about $500,000, and a
to the foregoing table, we shall have a sum total say
of $5,260,000 a8 the te receipts of the prin-
cipal sectional secleties, and If we subtract from the
amount the proceeds of sales, which are about
$1,250,000, we shall have the round sum of $4,000,000
a8 the sum of the voluntary contributions to these

societies,

I.—THE LOCAL SOCIETIES.
New York Bible Soclety..
Female Bible Mission.....
New York Orphan Asylum.

« 11,045

40,092
14,158

Soclety for Prevention of Crue
African Clvilization Soclety... . 16,049
Bheltering ATmA. ... coceaeasivnines « 11,000
Protestant Eplscopal City Mission. +« B4,000
Howard ot bia st ansane . 89,760
New York Diocesan Cominittee . 1,920
& City Mission........... . 3082
ew York MIABION. v sanssnnsa 817,076
thodis xplloup:lmtlm h‘I b 65,760
L TR

New York branch of Freedmen's Committee. 75,658
House of Industry at Flve Polnts............. 8,568
m.lu;‘ E| Mission at Five 1hons
New York Assoclation for Improving Poor... 67,837
New York I - « 11,887
Midnight Misslon ...\ . 8,908
Nu and Cnud's 43,300

Home. 18,
Chiidren's Aid Societ, . 115,017
Juvenilé Asylum .. . 115,342
Roman olic .« 100,318

Ladles’ Educationsl Union. . o 18,
Prison ABSOCIAtION. ..covessarnsnasnansanssan 12,713
aphical Soclety ..... « 2,541
Working Women's Home..........coo0c0ees 42,28
Rellef Soclety for Children of Seamen........ 13,509
Young Men's Christian Association .......... 15,204
essses $1,003,113

If we add to this ennmeration about as much more
for the other organized city charities, excluding all
State and el appmpmun& we shall have sa
$2,000,000 as the annual amount contribut
by the citizens of New York for the support of the
local charjtable socleties. It 1a well kn that the
nationsl societies, as given in the first table abow

derive a very falr rtion from this city;
during the lnst ,N'P::%: almost every year, there
n":geen generous sums given to b chiureh
misajons, tals, &c. endow. 1l

other institutions And m‘lm charch 0 that
a complete record of volun [ of the

il le of New York woyld undoubtedly show a
mcfu?g uggregate of several milllons of dollars.

Progress of Religious Interest in the United
siates,

We continue to recelve encouraging reports of the
progress of religious intercst throughout the country,
Specially encouraging intelligrnce remchea us the
present month from Congregational churches, At
the meeting of the Mendon Conference in East Med
way, Mass,, April 22, It appeared that all Its charches
but one have enjoyed revivals, which have been
attended by five hundred bhopefal conversions since
the week of prayer. Evidences of the continuance ol
religions interest among the Baptist churches abound
in all thelr rellgious Journals. At Yonkers and
Tarrytown, in this State, at Willlamsport, Pa., sod at
Fall River and Berlin, Wis., nearly one b and
ARy converts have baptized, while many
olbier towns and slnuiar good tidings sre con-
stantly recelvel.

In North Cornwall and Seymour, Conn., sfrong
religlous interest valls, At the former place a8
many ua 170 have risen for prayer in & single m
aad in one co on at Beymour UMty conversions
are reported,  In the same State, at Pu tm;i
were adided to the Congregational church on the
inst., eleven to the liluutm:u.ll.mf seven to the Baplist
aud ten to the East Putnam Col ional church.
Others ure walting for the next communion.

A vorrespondent, writing from Stock Cal., thus
refers to the two oldest  societies Lhe
First Preabyterian and the Metbhodist
“I'hese two churches, a8 also the Congrega-
tlonal, Fpiscopallan and German Methodist, have

been greatly blessed during the winier. Over
100 united with thp Methodist  church. About
elghty with the Baptist, fiftv with the Presh

forty with the Episcopaimn, tweaty with the Ger-

| man Mthodfst and fen or twelve with the Con-
gregational,”

The Thirteenth street l’rml}yierlan climreh in this
elty received to thelr communlon in Jannary thirteen;
in Murch, forty-nine, and mmnT the present mouth,
twonty-seven, svg,\r P('* it the church (s renied,
ol Lhe Sumdny 18 very eificlent, pastor
meots those who destre to couverse on the 8uﬁwl, of
religlon upon every Monday evenlng.,
from twenty 1o thirty are present. This great wo
has been wrought by the spirit, with the use of the
ordinary means of ®,  Prayer and tnqn:?' meet-
Ings have been held ns the exigency seemed to re-
quire, and all the fruits are righteousness and peace.

At Ullnton and Gullderland, io this Stats, the Pres-
h_uw:-lnu l:hﬂ.'l;:llﬂ ln:;a recfl!vad wl Itllu.-lr mm&%
nearly seventy converts, and are st

ulet” and wonderful work of the l;’ﬂ&millo al

omer, N. Y., on the 3d instant, 101 persons made

ublie profession of their faith, and for the first time
Eoot their seats at the table of the e

Twenty-one converis united with Olivet chure
Milwaukee, on the 3d lust, This nmnt
lu:mum now numhers 160 members. new
chureh edifice Just projected is urgently needed, as
the chapel I8 too 8small for the rapidly increasing

© ion,

Four churches of the Plymouth Rock Conference,
L Ohlo, recetved last month as the froit of s recent
religious interest 150 new membe and on
the 3 Inst., in Chicago, Afty were added to several
of the Co NAl socleties, Hut it e in New
England that the communion seusons of the present
maonth have been Niihim to the churches,
In ten towns of nsetls, and in nearly as
m of Vermont, 350 have publicly confessea Christ

olned the number of hw disciples,

'he Presbyterian church in Panama, N. Y., has
heen vislted 4&"1 the
work
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mation.” From the New School Assembly at
Harrisburg the Observer had the same statement in
gard to majority, with the additional informa-

re

tion that the opposition to union on the terms
posed 18 dlu’ ., Both assemblies
spend the morning hour of Tuesday in
divine direction in regard to the matter,
ence and prayer have been wonderfully instra.
mental, during the whole course of these ngmﬂa—
uonﬁ, in overcoming the obstacies and opposition to
reanion,

Auricular Confesslon in the Epi 1 Churck
The Catholic World in its number for June has the
following:—There is no doubt that there is quite a
party in the Episcopal Church which upholds the
practice of auricular confession and seeks to extend
it. There are ministers of that communion who are
anxious to set up the confessional and disposed to
teach its necessity, In the city of New York it is well
known that the clergy of St. Albans are sollcitous to
hear confessions, and love to be atyled fathers on ac-
count of thelr spiritual relation to thelr peniténts,
The Rev. Dr. Dix, the respected rector of Irinity
church, the oldest and most influential corporation
of his denomination, 18 sald to have quite a number

of penitents, and to be the most popular confessor,
especially among the higher class. We presume he
mukes no secret of his practice, while his position as
the :rimnm director of the Sisters of St. Mary is
notorions.

“How many of the bishops favor anrienlar confes- |
slon docs not appear. So far as we have heard, no
‘I?jnﬁl;lr openly recommended it; but the Right Rev.

r,

tter, of{{ew York, has allowed a manual to be
dedicated to him, in which the practice s strongly
urged] and devotions for ita use are extracled irom
Catholic prayer books. While he has rebuked the

ng for é.wachlug in & Methodist ehurch,
he goes openly to St, Albans, and, to say the least,
gives sanction to ritualistic performances, We have
a right, then, to conclude that he favors the confes-
alonal, and i8 wil to get It up in the churches
which he superintends,”

Confirmations by Bishop Potter,

Chapel of the Holy Oross, New York, confirmed 39;
Anthon Memorial, New York, 16; Misslon Chapal of
the Holy Trinity, New York, #8; Church of the itefor-
mation, New York, 11; Fifth Sunday after Easter,
Church of the Tranafiguration, New York, 38; P, M.,
Christ Church, New Brighton, 8, L, 15; 5t. Paul's,
Tompklusville, 8. 1., 10; Christ Church, Pelham, 9:
P. M., Christ Chure l{yo% 5; 8t. Peters, Portehes-
ter, 16; Mission Chapel the Reconclliation, New
1?“ 21; Mcemll:n“ 2 Ohm of t.:le Incarnition,

: Hl.ufuu(.‘hl.pe ty, 20; Sunda,
after Ascension, A, M., Christ Churech, 'ﬂvilitla.ms:’-r
burgh, 12; P,

M., Grace Church, Willlamsburgh, 12;
8. Andrew's, Harlem, 14.

Roman Catholle Items.

The Most Rev. Archbishop administered confirma-
tlon May 21 in the Church of St John the Ba tiat,
West Thirtleth streeet, to two hundred and ort{

rsons, and on Satu , May 23, in the Chapel o

he Convent of the. Heart, West Seventeenth

to twenly-nine persons,
It was announced in the Cathedral, in this city, on
last that the exercises of the Tridu

on Dtnnnr. Sunday.
collections in al the churches of the diocese,
the masses and likewise at vespe
lecuon will take the place of the

Councll of

1) the
atall

5, y Hcpen.L ;lnmlc steamer,

Verpoo av 0 Ve coun

for the t of his health. =%
the Holy

stone of the New Chuarch
erected on the site of the Old Church,
nd and Ninth

s race by a
concourse of the reverend clergy of the eity and
. The cost of the whole church when com-
b A
n n . Mr. Henry is
the architect and superintendent,
A m:onuﬂ. at which several leading lighta of
the opera will assist, will be glven even-
urch of St, Anthony, Salllvan street,
uston. This church was established some
ten years ago by the Franciscan Fathers, who, in
#pite of most depressing diMculties, have succeeded
In establishing the church on a good, firm bagis: and
ha dsslgned to them the care of a large, popu-
lous and not over munif cent {nﬂsh, they take this
means of obtaining assistance 10 help them in their
go0d work.

Religious Notes.
Miss Morris, o missjonary, sent by the Women's
Union Missionary Soclety to Calentta, died suddenly

ot the American Home on the 13th ult,

The Obsereor states that the good people of Albany
made generous provision for the entertalnment of
the members of the Assembly and others expectod,
About four hundred persons were assignoed to places,
and enjoyed the hospitalities of the citizens. The
meetings of the Assembly in the early part of the
seasions were not lurgely attended by the people; but
a8 the proceedl advanced t -

l]; oo cn&gh& hey excited a deep In

The Rev. Dr. George Junkin died at his son’s resl-
aanu! in Pulladeiphlia, on the 20th instant. He bad
::eun d:nuned with the Presbyterian Church s full

century.

The mc?u—nmu Oathollc—in dhmﬂ.? the
Tictprly caastic apon the Torsign. METassy breh

0 u
of these annual The: tothe amonnt
of money collected the nses 1t is put to the
Tubl anys:—it |8 easlly seen that t
m t'm‘ten Ilatur?ma?m Methodists .
¥ o spare; but, even so, we cannot he
thinking that they might Gnd mb dg
with their surplas revenue at home, w. frult
of their benevolence would be under thelr owh eyes,
Do they not know that the whole world 18 l«l%
al them and their excessive credulity ih trasting
enormous suma of money to their so-called mission-
aries and their Ane lady wivea? If they do know
it and feel it they are greater fools than we took them
for—that ts all'

The Evangelist—New School Presbyterian—endorses
Grant and Colfax, but has 8 sa clause in regard
to Grant, about whom It has the following:—*" One
fear only tronbles us—and we ns well
frankiy—it i3 (n regard to his habits. There is no
g_lum:]lsmgl luh-t r" one time tg:r J;m b,
tnds, while of col they proclulm
fact, stiil, we uum“:.?so not deny it
the war called him a secdmd time
18 sald to have risen above this. The respo
of command seemed to elevate hlm
tion, and we are assured his
total abstinence. General Howard, we understan
testifles that In all the eam in which he served
With m he never saw him in any
spirits. If such was his practice smid

":'s"ur}"mu o 1 f army life we may hope It will
all the temptations o y

hl'l.'lu"lf hie should be elevated to a .rﬁ higher sta-
tion,

‘The Protestant Eplse Convention of Pennayl-
vana have voted tg divide the diocese, provided that
two-tlirds of the clergy and Islies, representing
two-thirds of the communican rr-lpnr‘lud In 1807 ap-

rove of heing set off as o mew d , and that

&Mlmu r five years be secured for the sup-
port of the new The proviso Is sup-

1tobe fatalto the establishment of the new
locess,

xponse of sending
manmmm

wmhmm»mmm-mw.undml
dmnmummmolnm,bmeuﬂ
divided and the bright rays of the Sun shone forth
once more for the third time, we believe, in the
‘whole month of May. Every one who is scquainted

:

by handsome |uscriptions; and
monumﬂl,unvunor o T

the Catholic book and picture store of Mr,
on Third street, we read the following:—‘Der Felsene
mann hatt's in die Well gerufen, es hallet fort von
Land zu Land, Wir baw'n awf Gott ; er sts der

und seh't, wer den Sieg geannd
Which, In free English translation means about as
follows:—The man on the rock (St. Peter) hus given
it to all the world and from land to
We rest In God; it is He who calls us and who would
have foretold such a victorry. At another bullding
5,' a:\:&m mt‘ we ‘rug‘ the follo

nt in

Kirche,

5
L

' i
Church like Peter and Paul.” And below this in-
scription was a somewhat hastily exccuted mEmn-
an S bl st blow o o wor W eicomr

e worils, “Wel

brethren.” e arches, of which we made me
in our report yesterday, were all completed towards
evening, and in thelr lrroen oo ]ﬁ
inters with we
flowers; they, lndeed, |
“Welcome." on a la
under the arch, gave it a
The church itself was also decorated with Innumera-
ble fags, the Stars and Stripes, of course, and &
lnr?e emblem of the unity of the States waved
furled from the peak of the spire, jnst below
cross. Banners and flags and streamers werc hung
across the streetsa and aveoues at short inter-
vals, and among them Was numerously repre-
sented the ,new German , black, white and
red, In horizontal stripes, with a double headed
black mgle, emblematical of the old German Empire,
In the white centre stripe. The church inslde, when
our reporter visited It in company with the Right
Reverend Rector of the Redemptorlst’s Convent, was
bwing decornted with wreaths of evergreens and
dowers and drapery of red, white and blue, in honor
of the national colors of America,

All the delegations which were announced in
terday’s HERALD Lo arrive durl the day,
their appearance, tho somewhat later, each, than
the appointed time. At the oMee of the chalrman of
the Uommittee of A ments, Mr. Koelble, on
Third street, several -clerks and a number of
assistants were kept busily at work to make
ont requisitions for ’rl‘uanem and to send the
del many of om had thelr wives and
families with them, to comfortable lodgings.
It m safely be said that more than one-
half of the German Catholic residents of the city have
each one or two of these delegates for tampo;:x
boarders, while a large number of them are log
In the large halls of which we made mention yester-
ME’ The president of the Union, Mr. John Amend,
of 8t. Louis, and the vice president, Mr. George Bal-
dus, of Bultulo, are already in town, and will open
the Congreas this afternoon. ot i

morning at seven o'cloc e grand proces-
glon will move from the corner of lf::at.ou
and the Bowery. Lt will be preceded by a platoon
police, under orders of in Mount. In fact,
rintendent Kennedy, on the request of Rev.
eurer and Mr, Koelble, as a committee, ordered
the police to clear the several streets and Avenues
through which the procession will pass on {ta march.
The procession itsell will be arran, in the follow-
order:—Agection of ecavalry, n Schwarts-
man; the Committee of Arrangements; the
moembers of the Unlon; band;
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hurts,
At eleven o'clock the
reach the Church of the

ost Holy
the celebration of
Reverend rector,

mass will

hilmm:lllhc m.::olr".mn:nm mu!m
mm‘pmw[u m{ Hev, Father W’la'rlnh.s.
88, Sanctissimi 3
will nwfm the sermon. To-moTrow even the
same reverend will deliver a lectare in
the *nm on the *“‘Condition of Catholic Schools.™

esday morning Archb M ey wiil
celebrate Pon mass and deliver a sermon to the

8t Lhe same ohurob.

CHILDREN'S AMERICAN CHURCH MMSSIONARY SOCIETY.

LONG ISLAND_INTELLIGENCE.

THR STARBING APFRAY AT Frusmino.—The eX-
amination wto the ciroumstances of the siabbing of
Duniel W. McNieoll, at Flushing, on Thursday, was
yesterday ooncluded, wheg John W the acoused,
was found Jum: of the chl pre and held in
the sum of §1,000, to remain imprisoned until the
sufMclent aureties can be Lad.

™ Porgon A Paminy.—On Satarday

m:r:rs' 'Hﬂmmlummn wore b t to Light in the

rlmllyngf John Young, at Port Jefferson, Suffoik

vounty, which led to the bellef fhat a servant em-

toyed in the amily had ad polson in the

and she was therefore arrested on anspicion

and taken before Justiee Hunting, to whom sho made

o confession that she had belore that morning ate

tempted to polson the family npon several ons,
but each attempt had failed.

HASSETT.—The lange dwelling house
ot“n“:r% %‘ﬁ?« in this wwmn ,,,u‘:g., con-
sumed by fire on Thursday night, eansing a loss of
muTu,ooo. The furniture in the lower story was

all saved, but the contents of the upper stories
were completely burned up.

MAILS FOR THE PACIFIC.
The steamship Arizona will sall rl;nm this port om
Monday for Asplawall.
The malis for Contral America and the Boath
Pacific will elose at hall-past ten o'clock inthe morn-

ng.
Tre Naw York [eraup-—Edition for the Pacifio—
will be ready at half-past nine in the moraing.
Single conjos. In wragpors (of mALligg, slx conta.



