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mexico, may 20, 1808.
How great a portion of tlie readers of the Ukkald

wBl Interest themselves In Mexican news now that
excitements consequent upon a Presidential campaignare being experienced it Is impossible for one
At till distance to judge correctly: yet there must
till be very many late friends of Mexico who will
desire to be well kept up in what is transpiring here.
There must be a large shipping, railroad and comnercialcommunity who desire to know from time

to time what Mexico may do herself or allow others
t« do towards Improving her geographical position,
which exhibits such a narrow strip of land between
tbe Mexican Gulf on the east and the Pacific Ocean
n the west. We have been enjoying since mv last

letter our usual quota of pronunciamiento8 and
petty revolutions; but, happily Tor the country, they
do not promise the Immediate overthrow of the
government or serious disturbance of the country.
Droops are returning from Sinaloa eastward, which
were employed there in suppressing General Martinez.General Arce has sent northward towardsthis capital a portion of his command
to Join in the pursuit of Rivera and
Negrete, and will himself very shortly arrive here.
The two latter, it is believed, may attempt to Join
their small forces. The revolutionists In the State
of Quer&aro, said to number five huntlred men, at
tot declared for Marquez, but have since proclaimed
Santa Anna as Dictator for live years, after which
an election of President. They are said to be well
aimed and equipped, and recognize as their leader
and have for their war cry, "Kellglon and force."
On the 10th they occupied the Puuto de Mazazintia.
where they commenced to fortify their position.
The same day they attempted to raise money by
kidnapping the Alcalde Juan Rublo and Mr. Vicente
Santos, demauding #0,000 ransom.
The MonlUrr, of the 14th of May, the paper which

denounces the Uekald for staling that Mexico was
not altogether peaceful, says that during the precedingtwenty days there had been ten citizens of
Zoluca kidnapped by bands which require a ransom
In total of $37,600. The editor further remarks:.
"Occurrences like these need no comment, as the
government lakes no steps to follow up these bauds
of robbers and kidnappers." Manuel Ruiz, one of
the Justices of the Supreme Court, still remains in
prison here.

General ochoa and many late officers of the liberal
huij axe aiisu iu cuuuucuiuui.
Dr. Larrlaziibal, the iVenezuelan patriot, has been

liberated, having been imprisoned for complicity
with Aurellano Klvera. By Home be is accused of
having written tbe latter's famous proclamation, a
copy of wblcb I send accompanying tbe letter.
Others declare the author to have been Judge Manuel
Ruiz. I am Informed. I cannot say how correctly,
tke following represents something of the history
and character of the Doctor and of nis record since
being here. Ue appears to be a man about fifty years
of age, although he represents himself to be sixty,
possibly lu order to give an appearance of consistencyto his statement that he was secretary to Simon
Bolivar, the great liberator of South America, lie is
from Venezuela, where be is very well known. He
was once sent as ambassador from Venezuela
to Holland, but the consul of the latter
country In Venezuela, sent bucii records of his characterand history to bis own government that he
was not received, and was compelled to return to
Caracas. Thereafter he sought to become a revolutionist,and especially a liberal South American, and
established a fair reputation as a writer among his
people by publishing a history of Bolivar. Dr. Larraxabalis undoubtedly a man of talent, but too
readily carried away by the enthusiasm or the cry
of "Liberty I" He Is a good musician, and In his
travels through tbe various countries which he has
lslted he has not unfrequently, so It Is said, felt tbe

plnchings of pecuniary distress. His Intentions
towards Cuba on his first arrival here, perhaps,
did not meet with accord of those with
whom he aspired to unite himself, and he
must therefore have lelt a little sore
towards the "powers that be" In Mexico. It is possiblethat had ne made less pretensions In regard to
bis intimate relations with the President, Cabinet
and Senators of the United States, and had he, generallyspeaking, "romanced" less, he would have enJoyedmore Intimately the contldence of these people.
It is stated here, by those who should know, "that
while laiely In the United States he was intimate
with Cubans who are known an friends of the freedomof the ever faithful island," who gave him
money which was to be employed in an expedition
against Cuba, which resulted in a failure In consequenceof the squandering of the funds. Subsequently,some live six or months since, Dr. Larrazabal
appeared in Mexioo, and, having failed likewise here
In the "card" of an anti-Cuba movement, he has
rather arrayed himself against peace, ami has been
Intimate with those who have been plotting
revolution. He la accounted, among other
things, with having acted prominently In
several meetings of conspirators which have taken
place in tbe Hotel Ha/.ar In this capital. Tbe governmenthaving decided that he comes within the categoryof "pernicious foreigners," and having released
him from prison, have notified him that he will be
accompanied by a military escort to Vera Cruz. Tbe
doctor bejrs off from tbe escort, and has, with some
leniency, been permitted to exort himself away from
tbe city of Mexico. He will go Immediately by tbe
frat steam«r> and New York will soon enjoy the doctor.wbUfe lie will felicitate on Broadwav. west aide.
a»<Llhauk iila stars that be was not shot and his

«ost seat hunting after thai of {fA^tpitllan, up and
vn through freedom-shrieking Mexico.
on the 17th of May Colonel Plata, who commanded

the troops guard lots the roada south of Mexico, betweenPlalpan and Cuernavaca, pronounced against
the government and Joined General Rivera. CaptainRomero, who commanded a similar force in Ajusco
and vicinity, also pronounced In favor of Rivera.
President Juarez had accordingly Issued an order
deviating them to be deserters and traitors, cancelledtheir commissions and ordered them eaptnred
and dealt with according to the law of *J6th of January.shot.Rivera has up to date made a few
forced loans, amounting In all to but a few thousand
dollars. A telegram to the Siglo XIX. of to-day, May
90, from Queretaro, announces that the revolutionists
there are getting stronger and the political situationmore complicated.Man Juan del Klo Invaded,
and money and horses taken. The despatch furthersays that the protection of the State requires
the speedy and effective interference of the forces of
the general government, and should this not be
done the responsibility must rest where It belong*.

In Slnaloa Colonels 1'alaclo, Paz, Toledo and
Qranodas have been taken by Lozado.
on the 15th of May Francisco Velez, General commandingthe troops against Negrete, officially informedthe government that his forces under GeneralsRodriguez Bocardo and Cravoto had succeeded

In surprising Negrete and so nearly eaptnred him
that lie escaped only In his drawers and shirt.
There were several men killed In the battle which

took place and some muultion taken. There was a
decree Issued a day or two since In Tototlan, that no
noro corn should be planted In the monntalnous
country for the reason that food Is thereby furnished
to robbers, bears severely upoii the poor people who
Inhabit those parts. The right to live is. up to the
present time, so far u your correspondent knows,
permitted, provided it can be done without corn.
The series of falsehoods which appeared In the

late German paper, In regard to Father Fisher, lias
been toted to this country and, we regret, to see,
translated and published in the Dlario official. The
Infamous document is so void of truth ami correctnessthat not even the prominent feature In his history,his having beeu educated In the United
States at the University of Virginia, is even men-
nuilCUi i«i in n ouupic uinnoi iv CA|iiaui niC

of the paper, when It Is known the number of (iermanbutters an<l palace brokers, whose swindling*
wore ho frequently exposed bv Father Fisher, and
who hope to foresail the trntn, and to save them,
aelves the disgrace of belmi held ap to public ahame
by adopting the military tactics or attack. The clovenroot or a Herman who swindled the late MaxlttiMitnIs evident In this document.
The 4 so-called" Mexican Conirresa, which has now

been in session since lust rail, U very soon to close Its
arduous labors and will return to their homes to be
admired by wondering children and Ignorant
Indians. We doubt not their proud cresta will adorn
mauy a rostrum while they expound liberty and the
law, true elements in human government much
talked or In Mexico, bnt little practiced ir we except
the liberty to act and to be the sole Judge of one's
actions and the law or natural powera.These wiseacres have, arter Incubating for si*
months or more, brought forth a bill.and that bill a
railroad.a road with rails; yes, a real, live, Jackals
road; and Congress la as proud of their bantling as
any mother ever dreamed or being of her Ilrst born.
On*1 of the Congressmen remarked to yonj correspondentthat Mexico proposed to test the
practicability of a Jackass power road and
U prove that all the reat of the world were mistakenIn supporting steam power to be Al, and
therefore Congrtaa has given origin to lta toft bore,

NEW
« cross between ft jenny jackass and ft fool. Thin
road is to run between Verft Cruz and Jalapa, has
received a subvention ftod will probably be looking
for capital In the New York market soon. It ut whisperedthat Its projectors count upon a change in the
government and consequently a change in the concesalon:that steam will be ultimately u»ed aud that
the ' 'animal power attraction" wan merely a pretext
to blind the eyes of those who have already become
sightless by beating their empty heads against Uie
commerce aud industry of the people. 80 movctli
this great nation, this republic.
The steam railroad enterprises have all heeu

knocked In the head. The proposition of Mr. Anson
Bangs to build a railroad with Kovernnicut aid iroiu
the United States border to Mexico city ami tue l'aeltic,after having been tediously trilled with, has
been most provoking,> knocked in the air like a foot
ball. The representative of ihe jackass road Is a
Spaniard or a Mexican.

Vn the matter of railroads, as in politics, the people
of the United States must learn ihut Mexico will
not surrender herself or her enterprise or open up her
country to their capital, it is t>ut too re int.y that she
whipped the armies of civilized Europe, aud even
though sore boasted that her spurs are too loutf
and her sword too sharp to admit that,
aided by the United Seates, all this was
accomplished and the republic restored. If
not elsewhere, then here can possibly be discovered
the secret of the extraordinary decisiveness and
acrilllonv Witll which nil imiiKMs nf Mimiiifroinl in.

dustriul and mechanical aid have been reiused by
Mexico when coming ironi the United States. Mexico
prulers to accept nothing Irom the I'nitcd States.
tier official paper lias said not even money.and as
she has uot the educated and skilled labor, she proposesto retrograde ami to die game. What great
cure can alchemy reveal for this lata! illness wInch
afflicts poor MexicoV
Gentlemen who represent the projected road from

Mexico to Tuspau have arrived hero, but there are
loo many Americans m the party to have the enterprisefrom being annulled at the earliest moment, as
these concessions were given by i resident Juarez
beiorc the exigence of the Congress.
No action has yet been taken by Congress up to

the present moment toward the restoration oi rights
to the American and Mexican Kailroad Company,
and the final action has rather been taken with
reference to the Mexican and Vera Cruz Kailroad
concession, though great hopes are entertained in
favor of the latter. It is contemplated that at the
closing moment of the session the Congressional
arena will be strewn with the carcasses of defunct
railroad projects, leaving the jackass road the "monarchof all it surveys."

I noted in the budget of expenses for the current
year that in article six, which appears in the otilcial
paper of to-day, the two largest sums are one of
$4)0.000 for repairs upon the gates and the national
palace, and the other of $308,400 for draining the
valley of Mexico. The extraordinary sum of the
former has occasioned much comment and the latter
Is supposed to be the "old saw." Formerly, when
Santa Anna, Mirainon or Maximilian required money
to buy up a few disquiet generals or a few genteel
road agents ^called in some countries robbers and
murderers), it was found convenient to have some
"desague" or other fund from which to borrow a few
thousands.

Congress a Stumbling Block.Dismantling of
the Vera t'rnz Worku.The Queretaro and
Other Pronnnciamientos.The Threatened
Matamoros Rebellion.,>Ir. Romero's Action
on the Mexican Bonds.American Bank Project.Earthquake.

Mexico, May 20, 1808.
The situation has somewhat changed since my last

letter, bo rar as the increase or pronunciamientos
and the indication which they furnish can go.
Wbile they dp not threaten the government now in
existence with immediate destruction, yet they
evince a state of disquiet which promises to ultimatelyrequire determined etforts to harmonize. It
is evident that the President and his Cabinet appreciatethe necessities of the hour; but the Congress,
unhappily, contains too little common sense to calculateupon results which threaten the country.
The determination to declare their Independence,
even of the opinion of the world, is daily becoming
more manifest, and Mexico moves headlong without
considering the necessary issues of certain lines of
policy pursued. If the world is united in the
opinion that the geographical position of Mexico
gives her an influential position If she chooses to asBumeit, and If aid be offered to take advantage of
the situation, then there is too great a disposition
on the part of public men here to glorify themselves
and their country and at the same moment utterly
and almost Insolently refuse aid in Improving her
position, although, from the want of capital, machine
hops and skilled labor, she la unable to help herself.This spirit of defiance and of challenge has
become a decided mania, and we despair of the
future unless it be an element in the "grist" which
the Great Jehovah may be grinding out toward the
regeneration of a race which has emasculated Itself
by inertia.
The recent order dismantling the works upon the

land side of Vera Cruz may readily be considered indicativeof a want of faith in the security of the hour
on the part of the Secretary of War, General Mej la.
ir the view be taken that thereby, should Vera Cruz
pronounce she will be unable to defend herself Immediatelyagainst a force marching against it from
the interior. Why should Vera Cruz not follow the
example of so many of her sister States and cities
and Drovinces ?
The revolutionists In Quer^taro continue to mnke

their loans of money, corn and animals. They are
reported to be increasing In numbers, and declare
they are not robbers, but patriots, and that they -vv ill
not lay down their arms till constitutional Mexico
be restored. They still declarc for Santa Anna a*
dictator for five years, after which an election. It is
supposed that the troops moving eastward, and
which have been recently employed In suppressing
Martinez In Slualoa, will be sent against these "disturbersof public order" in Queretaro.
Negrete would not stay whipped, and although the

offlclal paper announced many days ago thai he wax
surprised and his forces were killed, captured and
routed, and he barely escaped.that he was a
wanderer flying from Justice unaccompanied.yet
we Just bear of him at the head of a force, and that
the government troops had Just had another profitlessand unsatisfactory engagement with him.
The whereabouts of General Klvera are not accuratelyknown. It would appear that the governmenthas some fear of a formidable movement of t lie

revolutionists less than three miles from Mexico,
from the fact that General Velez, who has been commandingthe expedition against Negrete toward
Tulancingo, has been relieved from duty in that
quarter, unci uuw cuuuimnus ai I acuogya. 'mere
have been whisperings that immediately upon the
adjournment of Congress some desperate revolutionarymovement* will take place.
The special excitement or the day Is the pronunctamientoof Oenaral Jesus Hetunzas, late of the

liberal army, who haa.pronounced in Pacliuca, not
many miles from the capital (slxty-flve miles), for
Portlrlo Diaz, lie claims to have already in the
field three hundred and eighty soldiers, and Is

declares he Is contending the constitution and
that Dlac is the Preggent. Fragoso, who has also
been making forcca loans throughout the country,
has, so the papers announce, Indicated his preference
for l)i«i. We have tben, at least, Negrete, Rivera,
Betanzas and FragoBO in the field against the peace
ol the couutry, beside many lesser but more cruel
disturbers.
On the 8th of thin month a most serious revolution

was threatened at Matamoros. The merchants to
whose knowledge the contemplated movements be-
came known hastily sought some sate place of depositfor their funds and papers as there was every
reason to believe that a successful revolt against the
authorities would take place that day and a change
in officials and plundering of property follow. Happilythe want of a few tTiousand dollars, which tbe
troops demanded as their reward for pronouncing,
prevented or delayed the disturbance. At what
moment the funds, which are a great motive power
In Mexico, shall be obtained and so all of the seaport
towns pronounce against the general government
remains to be seen. Thorn has been for a few days not
a little excitement resulting from a report widely circulatedthat Camargoand other small towns near the
Texas border has been occupied by filibusters from
Texas. It lias been reported here that for a long
time the Mexicans are accused, on the Texas border,
of having crossed over and driven back and sold
many thousands of rattle, horses and mules, and t hat
the occupation or visit to Camargo or other towns
may be by armed parties in search of their stoleu
property. The whole story needs confirmation. Howevertwo days since congress called for Information
from the War Department as to the action, if any,
taken by that department In pursuance of a late act
oftnat body establishing military colonies on the
northern frontier. By the by, the late news from
Washington cttv to Mexico up to the 27th of May
came from San Francisco. This is a comment upon
the country In these latter nays of telegraphing.
The proposition of General l.a llarra and Mr. >Vm.

Pritehard to establish a line of steamers from New
Orleans to Vera Cruz and seeking a subvention of
$-2,ouo a trip has finally come up before Congress.These gentlemen thought they had every reason to
expect a favorable Issue to their business, but like
all other projects which have been presented to the
country it haa been most nnmerclfullv snubbed, and
received forty-three votes In favor and seventy
»kuiiihi it. nr. wata argued that the nation was tr
poor to aid a line to New York and to New Orler J°both- and having already Riven aid to the New .l,*line ne favored doing nothing for the New o ,0line. Mr. Mendlolea, the Congressman who' y">an*
a dinlike for a people who have "llRht hai f?* Buoneyes" Mid say "leu, Mr," opposed the » /*, "Wu0
it would ruin the Interests of the small '

> i M?t'au-",e
ins veswig. The name argument a* Mexican Balldlscussiunof railroad (inestious that lu
Infringement on the jackasses, t' ' ,u?r ar(1,tinhave lor an many years carried ft,'hnalH which

country. e freights of this
On the aotti of this month d ... ... , ,Mr. Romero's Appropriation **wF__ discussion of

cusslon which will Inter* i w,ll l,l?re occurred adlsbondsof the United Ma' ^ l.whtl h,?lu Mexican
six per cent or three p (Cornea k Co.). English
who hold tlie boans or Spanish bonds, or
ro proposed th»' ot the Internal debt. Mr* Romc$1,800,000for th', "!Lotl,tl appropriate
bonds fed nwi'' 4 nr*"rtU<uH(m (purchase) of these
Intercm on t» noJ^Umate for money to pay the
Mr M&tn. t , T*f called put Mr. ameona axi
8eo»Ur L ^#HS.wS?bt rarth,r explanation* from theZL,, ,*®' the Treasury, and so at last It becamewvww tl ror the government, through Mr. Romero,

A

YORK HEKALx), FK1DAY,
to expose more fully ttH policy. Mi. Komero stated
that the government had hopes that some negotiationmight he entered into with the representation
ol' the foreign debt which would result to the beneilt
of the Treasury and that if any appropriations were
made to pay the interest «<u it now such action would
render any ue/otiatious possible. Mr. iiomero a;«o
remarked "It is undoubtedly better." and "Theopiniun<il tue Executive is that in no manner ought the
iiiuTi-si id oepaiu;' anu ayain, " in reuam 10 me
delft due in me United Mati n it will nut be inconve]nient to strike out of the bill that part pro:vidintc funds for tlic interest on It, and
as tor the other debts they can remain
tl»o >a:iie us the English." Mr. I^rtlo de Te.ada,
Minister of Foreign Kelations, remarked during tlio
discussion a." follows, speaking 01 interest on Englmil
debt:."The Interest on the debt ought uol to be paid
lor the reason that justice uoes not require it. 1 say
justice, lor in regard to tne debt contraeted in Loudonit cannot be claimed that ilie law of
tue 14th of October, ikso. remains in force because
by joining in the Intervention, the holders of their
b.'Uds have trravely prejudiced their rights and requirea new treaty. May ao t'.eie was also presentedto Congress a petition by tee gentlemen who
have la:ely arrived here fro.u the Sta es and who
are und Tstooii to have in charg.1 the construction
of the road from Mexico to Tuxpan. These K<. ntleuienapply for a charter for a bank to be established
here, and to liavc branches to virions parts of the
republic, to consist of Aniericau and Mexican manIatrers, capital $10,000,000, a portion of which shall
tie M.ver ami balance paper money. No action h.is
been con:luued with re erenco thereto by Congress,
nor has a final resolution been r< a hed witu rejrunl
to the amendments to tue Tehauntcpec grant, wmch
Mr. La Lore ! < here still seeking, The Eagdsh eompanywhich lias established gusworKs in the city at
an expanse oi luui a million ot dollars has not as yet
been able to effect a co;urn-t with the city government.1 he okI m ftem ot iij;iiu;iir by 011 has so inaiiv
endearments m cons 'quence of its being such a valuable"milch cow" thai so great an improvement as
iras cannot be introduced without meeting tue oppositionof those mtereste in the "milcli cow."
on the morning of the 27th quite a large delearatinTll^t't Wflvl.'n for thuJr hnmnu in Iho I'tillnil fit-ltiUi

among whom were Mr. Anson Uuuks, of the Mexico
anil Lulled Stat oh Railroad, Colonel Gray and family,
Mr. Tollin and others. Their testimony will bear
witness to the present deplorable condition of
Mexico and the decided indisposition of the people
to permit or encourage any business relations with
Americans. Mr. Kornero has been hoping to get off
on this stfeamer, but the delay on the part of Congressin acting upon the appropriation bill and the
opposition which it has had to contend with may
occasion his remaining over until the next steamer.
Kornero says he goes to Washington to marry.
Jimlnez is announced to be on his way to Mexico,

and Alatorre to have arrived at Vera Cruz. General
Diaz remains at home in Oaxaca.
On the 22d ot May, at half-past twelve M., we experiencedanother earthquake. The tremulous motion,which was of very brief duration, was followed

by several rockings, which were repeated and continueda minute or more. Citizens were running to
the street and tailing upon their knees, imploring to
be spared from a speedy and horrible death. No
destruction of property resulted. The shock was
felt over many portions of Mexico, and occurred Just
four weeks from the last one, which was equally
severe. There are no indications of an eruption of
any volcanos of our neighborhood, which have been
sleeping so many years.
The Atalaya, the paper of Montery which dared to

tell the truth In regard to the recent outrages upon
American citizens at that place, has been suspended;
cause not known. We only know that the press at
the capital and elsewhere has denounced Its editor
for publishing the article, w^ich it is declared may
cause some serious international complications.
Mexico boasts of a free press, and as she cannot
openly suppress the publication of a paper, not a
little speculation has been indulged in here as to
whether the Uovernor of the State interfered or in
any way contributed to the suspension of the paper.
At last moment it is announced that Rivera is

within twelve miles of this city since last evening,
and about midnight the government sent a large
force in pursuit of him. It is rumored that the governmenthave confidently said they expected to capturehim this morning.
On the 8th of May an attempt at revolution was to

have taken place at Tampico. The merchants sought
a place of safety for their funds and awaited the outbreak.Money was demanded by the troops for their
expected overturning, and not being supplied amply
the entertainment was postponed.

Minister Romero and 8* 8. Cox.Efforts to
Compromise Between Romero and Fremont
on the Ochoa Bond Question.
The following are extracts of the official correspondenceof Mr. Romero, Minister of the Mexican

Republic in the United States, to the Minister of the
Republic in Mexico, published in the Diarlo Ojlcial
of February 22 and 28, 1888:.

Mr. Cox has been my friend and a friend
of our cause. While he was a Congressman he
rendered us very good services. Now It seems to me
inai ne is mieresieu wua Mr. Fremont, annougn ne
seems to be a disinterested friend of ub both, who
only seeks for a satisfactory solution to the pending
difficulties In favor of the same. Mr. Cox told me
afterwards that the said project had been written at
the suggestion of General Fremont.

April 28, imo.
On Monday, the Oth instant, Mr. 8. 8. Cox came to

see me In the name of Mr. Fremont in order to state
to me that the General desired that the points containedin my letter of the 28th of last month should
be put In the form of a contract. I answered him I
had no objection to do so, and having asked me the
interpretation 1 gave to certain points in my letter,
tie commenced to draw up the project of a contract,
containing the same words as my letter, together
with the evplanations I bad just given him, which
be wanted me to sign immediately, in order to tuke
it to Mr. Fremont the same dajf. I enclose herewith
a copy and translation of said project of contract
marked Nos. 1 and 'L
Of coarse, I refused to sign It In such a hurry as he

desired, hut offered him to examine It and return
with my remarks as soon as possible. On examination
I found the object to be to make me tacitly recognize
the validity of the contract signed by General Sanchez
Ochoa, receiving the $3,000,000 that I offered him, not
as pay for the services of General Fremont, but as a
credit for the six millions which were offered to him
in Bald contract. The haste with which Mr. Cox desiredthat 1 should sign said contract appeared to me
suspicious. To-day 1 have written a counter-project,
a copy of which, together with translation of same,
are transmitted (Nos. 3 and 4). In this, without
yielding the points agreed upon, I cleared up all
doubts which could arise with regard to them. 1 forwardedthem to Mr. Cox by mall of to-day, with the
letter, a copy of which I inclose with translation,
marked Nos. 5 and 6. Mr. Cox, in his hurry while
here on the etti, left his pockctbook. In it I found
one or two blank powers of attorney, which probably
he desired me to sign, copies of which I also forward
with translations, marked Nos. 7, 8, 9 and 10, from
which It appears that they desire to have a greater
interest In the loan than 1 am inclined to admit.
Renewing to you the assurances of my distinguishedconsideration, M ATIAS ROMERO,

Minister of Foreign Relations.

Minister Campbell and the Juarez Government.
The following document will throw light npon the

considerations which kept Minister Campbell (torn
joining the Juarez government. The correctness of
the appreciation therein made of the policy and
statesmanship of the Mexican government can now

be more easily tested than when the document was
written:.

[confidkntial.J
Consulate of tub Unitjcd Statim of)

amkkica, July 9, 1867. j
Sir.in the supposition that the department has

come to no positive determination as regards our representativehere, I consider It my duty to offer the
following suggestion, which In the present Juncture
of affairs in Mexico appears to me of the highest Importanceto our relations with this country In future.
The time appointed in his Instructions, October 26,
1866, for Mr. Campbell's arrival has passed.
The circumstances which rendered our Minister'spresence In Mcxico desirable Immediately after
the evacuation of the French expeditionary corps
have changed, both In regard to the situation of the
country, its relations with European governments,
aud the disposition of the people towards foreigners
In general.
President Juarez will arrive In a few days, and reorganizationIn all the branches of administrative

policy, Ac., |s said to be the task devolving on those
who are at this moment charged with the governmentof Mcxico. The question then is, whether our
government Is prepared to place Its representatives
In a position where we must unavoidably take an
active part In the organization of this country.a
serious responsibility In itself, and one for which
we may hereafter have to account should the
result be other than anticipated.or where he
must continue a passive spectator, to lie charged
with no less serious responsibility of a course of measureswhich his character as a foreign Minister
would not permit him to control or direct. The basis
for the subsequent organization of Mexico has been
settled in M»n Luis Potosl, where we had no representative,could use no lnflucuce and have accepted
nore'iponsiolllfy.

iU« department, In possession or tnese mo-,
n. determine whether It were better to

J" iinrt aloof and await the development of the
policy of those who to-day are endeavoring
to shape the destinies of Mexico as a sovereign and
Independent nationality, or to incnr the danger of
sharing hereafter In the failure of Mexican statesmen
to regenerate their native land. It will not s'tract
particular attention should our Minister not presentIlls credent lain during the prevalence of the vomlto
at Vera Cruz.
The reasona which prompt the foregoing suggestionstiro to he fontid in the results of an experience,

during six years' residence, of the character, habits
and disposition of the people ami of political parlies
In Mexico, and tnat I am not more explicit is due
to the dllllculty of expressing as thoroughly
In writing what can onlv be explained orally, and
of the danger of entrusting to tno malls subject*
of this delicate nature. While, then, it Is my doty to
give Information, I feel a certain reluctance In so far
submitting the results of an experience which might
even prove available for the benefit of government,
fr«m a doubt as to the manner In which an nnsollcitedopinion might bo received In matters of so
grave an Importance, and from an unwillingness to
overstep the limits marked fot the Intercourse of a
consul wttn that department under whose Instructions^is acting. If I have, nevertheless, ventured
to write the foregoing, It was because I felt that
there was, under the circumstance*, no option, and
that, the department once acquainted with the mo-
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Uverf which actuate me to-day, would not cMumre If
they did not approve tuis effort u> present a triu*
and impartial statement of attain at the capital >f
Mexico.

1 cau moie satisfactorily and i>eriiaps more advantageouslyexplain should itae department by return
of mail councilt to uiy absence fro.n Mexico, in considerationthat the buslnens of this office during a
lengthened period of extraordinary tria s and exertionlias previously aifected mv health, to the
restoration or which a change of climate and life
has become absolutely necessary. My desire is to
leave as soon as the season permits (end of Septemluirkfnr lh#» I nitiwl sitatua

1 shall, If the department do not determine otherwise,leave Mr. CrappH in charge until someone else
be appointed. lie is u gentleman thoroughly acquaintedwltii the duties or the ottlee and acts under
my responsibility while the department Is making
those dispositions which It shall deem proper. 1 have
the honor to be very respectfully your obedient servant,MARCUS OTTEKBUKti,

United States Consul in charge of
United Ma.es Legalton.

Hon. F. W. Seward, assistant Secretary of Slate or
the United states, Washington, I). 0

MEXICAN BONDS,
New Yohk, June 10, 1808.

TO TDK ElMTOR OF THE llKKAI.D.
Your article of this morning on Minister Romero

and Mexican finance is worthy the attention of the
commercial community. It is certainly well timed
and may have the eilect of preventing many of our

citizens from being legally robbed out of their liarl
earned greenbacks. The repudiating procedure
which you mention has been gone through in my
case, and in hopes that it may save some other
"brand from the burning" Are of Mexican robbery
1 will, with your permission, briefly recount It.
In the summer of 18tk), when Maximilian ami the
Mexican republican forces were lighting In the
provinces, iiuough the representations of some gentlemenin this city I invested in some Mexican bonds
issued by President Juarez and countersigned by
the Legation of the United States of Mexico at
Washington. When the Interest (according to the
coupons) became due 1 applied for it. but was
quietly informed that there was no money to pay it in
the ageut's hands. The Mexican war closed, the bonds
were formaly acknowledged by the lirst Congress at
the city of Mexico, and then, surely, with all the
other bondholders 1 thought that some appropriationwould be made to meet the interest then due;
but no such thing was done; on the contrary, propositionswere actually made by the Treasury De£artmen t (Mexicau) to a gentleman from this city in
[exlco endeavoring to get some money for the bondholders,to buy In the bonds here at about ten cents

on the dollar. These facts will, perhaptt. show that
there Is more than a rumor In your telegram froui
Havana, of Sunday last, which says that Mr. Itoinero,
Mexicau Minister of Finance, had left there in the
Columbia to arrange the details of a scheme to
wrong American citi/.ens who hold large amounts of
Mexican bonds which were taken in payment for
war material furnished Juarez during the war with
Maxlmiliau. MEXICAN BONDHOLDER.

PERSONAL INTELLIGENCE.
Five minutea* Conversation with St'nor Don

Komero.
The amiable and patriotic representative.Envoy

Extraordinary and Minister plenipotentiary.from
the republic of Mexico to the government at Washington,Seflor Don Matlas Komero, is In this city,
stopping at the Fifth Avenue Hotel; but It is probable
he will leave to-day for the nailonul capital, where
it is his intention to present to the President his
letters of recall and thus retire from a position which
he lllled with credit to himself and government duringthe most critical period of the history of Mexico
since the conquest.
The Seftor, during an Interview which lasted five

minutes yesterday afternoon, Informed us that next
to Mexico there was no country he so much admiredas the United States. He had resided here
many years and claimed to have some knowledge of
the people, and the more familiar ho became with
their idiosyncrasies, which to a stranger were peculiarif not striking, the more desirable they
seemed to him. if he should ever be driven into
exile by the misfortunes of his own land, to whose
future he proposed devoting whatever ability he possessed,he would choose the United States for bis
home.

His leave of six months' absence having expired,
he had returned to the States to perfect or close
private matters, and then on formally ending his
diDlomatlc career return to Mexico, wheru Iih
thought in the present condition of affairs he might
prove of some use.
Mexico, he remarked, was gradually growing out of

lver troubles. Her people were more law abiding
than many here and in Europe supposed; and as the
military and political chieftains or to-day were bettereducated than their predecessors, they were not
so hotly disposed to raze society to Its foundations
to gratify personal or political animosities, or by the
strong hand hold governmental power.
With regard to the revenues, ne hinted that sufficientwas collected to meet, without resorting

to arbitrary measures, the current expensesof the government, which were moderate.
With peace among the people and economy and
consolidation In the executive and legislative departmentsof the government fnlly demonstrated, he was
persuaded that the capitalists of the North and of
Europe would be inclined to Invest in enterprises
which would develop ttie grand resources, mineral,
agricultural ami commercial, of Mexico; and these
in time would not only repay them fully for the use
of their money, but add immensely to the aggregate
wealth of the world. Mexico possessed much wealth
In her mines and her lands, in her harbors and on
her sea coasts, and as her climate was of that characterwhich permitted the cultivation of the vegetableproducts of the temperate equally with the
torrid zone, he saw no reason why the country, the
laws enforced and respected, should not be fully developed.
Senor Romero Is a man of exceedingly prepossessingmanners. He is short in stature, but is possessed

of a magnificent head, ilia eyes have a gleam in
them which bespeaks dauntless courage and unswervingpurpose. He is evidently a man of patriotic
impulses and of that singleness of purpose which
makes him ambitious to serve in any capacity, from
the highest to the lowest, that may be found most
consonant with the best interests of his country.
During the interview the Minister spoke with the

utmost frankness of Ins own position and the intentionsof the Juarez government. He answered unhesitatinglyevery question propounded, of which
the above is the substance.

SOLDIERS' MESSENGER AND DESPATCH COMPANY.
Office of the Soldiers' BrsiNEsa, )Messenoek and Despatch Company, jNo. 2 Park flack, New York, June XI, 1868. J

To the Editor of the Herald:.
I am Instructed by the Board of Directors of the

Soldiers' Business, Messenger and Despatch Com-
pany to reply to the article Id your Issue of this date
concerning the management of this company.
Without attempting to premise the motives which

prompted you in publishing such an arti^o
permit me to say that the allegations
against the company are a collection of
falsehoods. First, the soldiers employed are not
"defrauded In a measure of their earnings," but on
the contrary receive every cent which is agreed to
be paid. Second.The soldiers are not "compelled to
purchase their clothing of the company." Third.
The soldiers arc not charged "several hundred per
cent advance on garments that are not superior In
quality of cloth or make to those on sale at the slop
8hops," but on the contrary the company nave never
yet received the first cent for any clothing furnished
the employes. Fourth.The Superintendent's salary
is not $7,000 per annum; the President's salary Is not
$6,000 or any other sum; the Secretary's salary is
not $.1,500; the Inspector of Booths' salary is not
$2,400, or any approximation to the amounts
named. Fifth.A reduction of $2 per week "has not
been made nor attempted to tie made in the pay of
the men In the booths, but on the contrary an Increaseof fifty cents per week has been made.
Sixth.No employe has ever Iteen told by the Presidentor Superluteudent that $3 per week "was as
much as a cripple was worth, and If ho would not
tuke that he ought to beg or starve," but on the contrarycrippled soldiers have always been preferred
for such work as they could perform, and none have
reeeived less than $7 60 per week. Seventh.No orderhas been promulgated, signed by the President,
to strike fl per week from each man's wages until
the amount of should liave been paid for garmentsfurnished thetn.^
We invite the closest srhitiny into the managementof the company, and If any respectable eitlHB

will call upon tho President or any other officer he
may soon iatisfy himself that the objects and Intentionsof the company, as set forth In the charter,
with a view to the employment of soldiers, are l>eiug
faithfully carried out. ALKXANDEIt siiai.KK,.

President S. B. m. and D. Co.

MURDER OF A NEGRO SENATOR IN SOUTH CAROLINA.
Particulars of the Unfortunate Affair.Trouble

Brewing.
[From the Columbia (8. 0.) Phcpnlx, June 7.]

We are Informed that while a negro man, one Dill
and his wife, were sitting in Dill's house, they were
fired upon. The negro man ana Dill were killed
and Mrs. 1)111 wounded. Dill, wo bellnve, was tho
Senator elect for Kershaw district, under the recent
constitution, and a violent radical, exerting much
influence among the negr<jes of Kershaw district.
At whose handi these parties met their death we
do not know. In any event we regret the
occurrence and the necessity that devolves
upon us of recording such an outrage in
our usually quiet and law-abiding community. Since
writing the above we learn that quite an excitement
prevails in the neighborhood of the killing, which la
near Longtown, in Fairfield, and not far from the
Kershaw line. We believe that the military authoritieshere have sent a guard to preserve the peace. It
appears that some time ago Dill made a speech to
the negroes, wherein he told them that If he ahonld
be killed they must avenge his death upon the whites
and kill them "from the cradle up." The negroes,

Iwe are lnionnea, naye ivoDpfu wora in mat mourny
ana threatened mischief. But we take It for granted
that the military will eaatly put down aaj violence
vn their part.

*HEET.

CUBA.

WnuMfe Properdin* of an Ottlcrr of the Uaited
£ilate« Nteaner (iftlyiibnrg*

Havana, June 6, 1868.
It ww commonly remarked and commented upon

(hat when the United States steamer De Soto entered
thin harbor last week she did not salute the Spanish
flag. We believe it is a rule that all American war

vessels below ten guus do not salute, and the De Soto
has but nine; jet there are reasons fur surmising
that the salute would huve been rendered notwithstandinghad there not been other causes in the

way supposed to be well understood between CommodoreBog^s and Acting Consul (ieueral De la

Kcintrie, who was received on board with the usual

cordiality.
On Mouday Her Catholic Majesty's war steamer

Churruca returned herefrom Carthagena. Thus there
only remains two war steamers, Yasco Nuflez and the
Guadiana, in port to watch the movements of that
old fllllbustering hulk, the Kayo (formerly the It. K.
Cuyler.)
A military commission was lately sent to Sagua la

Chlca to put down the evildoers In the district of
Taguayabon. In seven days no less than thirty-six
individuals were apprehended, accused of a diversity
of crimes. Among them are the well known bandits
Zanchas and Guanche, the terror of the district.
They have both confessed to a number of robberies
and murders and ther is no question of their being
ere long garroted, with others of tlie thirty-six. In
the district of Sibanicu a similar commission has
caused the arrest of twenty-eight malefactors. The
energy and activity of these military commissions
are beyond all praise, and soon the many bandit
infested neighborhoods of the Island will gather in a
most beautiful vintage of peace and tranquility, the
production of their untiring labors.
The pleasant reunions of the Mexican refugees and

their abettors, at the fashionable residence of the
Countess de la Palma, have rather unpleasantly terminated.The most prominent Mexican rciugce in
Havana, his Kxcelriitisinio Scnor ex-l'resideni Santa
Anna, was said to have been guilty of the Impropriety,to use the mildest appropriate word,
of Introducing into the assembly his then favorite
"friend," Zolla Lopez, as his niece. The Countess
soon learned of the fraud practised upon her and her
guests, and at once forbade the entry of her house
to his Excelentisimn. nils, it has been said, was
the cause of the breaking up of the reunions, much
to the regret of many Mexican refugees, who highly
condemned ex-General Santa Anna's conduct.

It Is stated that the President of the International
Ocean Telegraph Company has decided that uo more
commercial telegrams can be sent from here in
ciphers or other combinations of abbreviation. A
scheme was reported not long ago, which tended to
economize enormously in the cost of telegraphing by
the cable, and an agent of the Associated l'ress was
said to be ottering to receive and transmit the messagesfrom the merchants at an enormous reduction
on the Company's rates by means of his key. At
tlrst It appeared quite a temptation to a few of the
smaller ttrms of tills city, to profit by such an importantscheme of economy; but upon alter considerationsmost of them seem to have compre-
nenuea inui ine promiseu economy mignt, sooner or
later, cost them very dear. The action of the Presidenthas, however, removed all further doubts upon
the subject.
On account of deficits during the past year in their

financial reports most of the interior cities are curtailingexpenses; but benevolent and charitable institutionsare made to bear the main brunt of these
retrenchments. The municipality of Holguln, tor
example, has struct out all appropriations for the
Santiago hospital and the city high school, and made
no allowances for the repairs of streets ami roads.
Trinidad city and vicinity from one extreme has

gone to another.from the drought to a settii-diluvial
condition. The whole country for miles around was
visited on the 26th ult. by a heavy rain storm that
lasted two days and a half, filling the river, creeks
and works to overflowing and flooding the greater
part of the land. The growing crops of minor articlesof production were destroyed, and a large numberof horses, mules, cattle and sheep drowned, on
one single estate six horses, eight mules and fortyeighthead of cattle were thus lost. There were
other serious damages to property, and altogether
the dry spell was succeeded by a vast superabundanceof water. The efTocts of the rain storm extendedas far as Haneto $plrltu, but were not so disastrouslyfelt.
The place of a clerk"having become vacant tn the

military administration of inis department, no less
than fllty-cight persons applied for the positlou. The
selection. It has been decided, shall be the result of
a competing examination. The United States, after
all, are not the only country furnishing wide fields
for the wild hant alter office.
We learn from the last number of the "Gazette of

Medical Sciences," a periodical lately started here
and whlcn displays great abilities In Its editorial department,that there were two deaths In the governmenthospital of Havana during the past year from
hydrophobia. One was that of a yonng mulatto boyand thq other of one of the nlgku watchmen. Both
were bitten by mad dogs in the right hand, both remainedforty days witnout showing signs of hydrophobiaand both died forty-eight hours thereafter.
Rather strange coincidence, wasn't it?
Smallpox is reported to have almost entirely disappearedfrom Puerto Principe. The Journal of Holgulndenies its ever having been there.
The government has authorized the formation of

a savings bank at Trinidad, with a capital of $50,000.
A free mulatto, named Tlburcio Izagulrre, died at

Bavamo on the 27th ult.. aged 110 years and eleven
months. He continued m good health and vigor
until a few days preceding his death.
The Spanish actress, Ramona Garcia, died at

Guantariaino on the 26th tilt., of yellow fever. She
was the most prominent actress now on the Island,
and last December was a member of the Valero
troupe, playing at the Tacon theatre.

The Captain General Opposed to the Gold
Hpfcalator*.Helifiou Celebration or the
Month of May.The Captured Slave#.AnotherVeaeel Fined.

Havana, Jane 2,1868.
The Iniquitous measure inaugurated by the municipalauthorities here, and immediately afterward

adopted by other authorities and nearly all the merchantsand business men of Havana, to refuse receivingSpanish American gold coin, without regard
to their weight or value, has been very severely but
Justly reprobated by the Captain General. The
OflUHal Gazette of last Saturday evening contained a

proclamation of ills in which the measure is denouncedas the production of an unworthy spirit
of speculation, and all departments under his controlare ordered to continue receiving and paying out
the coins in question, and good citizens arc asked to
assist in putting down so reproachful a move. The
results of the proclamation were almost instantaneous,all authorities and parties guilty or the Iniquitousrepudiation at once backing down from their
positions, and to-day Spanish American gold coins
again circulate freely among all classes. The
action of the Captain General has considerably
enhanced his popularity. The paper, La Prensa,
which from the jump made itself the champion of a

measure contemplated to drive out of circulation over

$3,000,000, merely because it was not Spanish coined,
published the proclamation, but has not a word to
say on the subject. General Lersundi appears to
have rendered It dumb.
On the 6th of July the contract for carrying the

uiuTiuin thlu I'itr and Vera f'ruz. nntl nlsn ! »-

twccn here and Porto Rico, will be allotted to the
lowest bidder, nnder sealed proposals made In conformitywith the order of October M, 1807.
On Sunday terminated the reunions ceremonies

called " Feasts of the l'lowers of May," vouchsaicd
daring the mouth to the Virgin Mary. The closing
exerclscs at most of the churches were of great length
and unusual magnificence and gorgeousuess, attendedby vast concourses of people, the fair sfcx, us
alwavslsthe ease on such occasions, largely In the
predominance. Advices from Guanabacoa, Matanzas,Cardenas and ottier places show that there, too.
the terminating festivities were brilliant nnd numerouslyparticipated in. The consumption of
flowers on last Hunday throughout the Island cannot
be expressed by any less comprehensive word than
prodigious.
« By An order from the Captain General all the Afrtoanblacks taken from captured slavers, except those
from the Agulou, Dominica, Third Neptune, Le/.o.
Guadalquivir, Gato and 1'nnta Hoilautlesa, and
titred out for a number of years, are now declared
having completed their lease in conformity with the
royal decree of October 27. 1*66, and arc to be hired
out anew by contract, under the rules prescribed by
the decree of Mav l, 1S67. This will in no way benefitthe Africans, the government, as heretofore, receivingair the money paid f'Tttwlr services by the contractors;and the present ones having the preferenceof proposals in all probability they will renew their
contract, and thus the Africans will not even have a
change of masters. To put money into Mie governmenteofffers Is the great object of the order. The
negroes of the exceptod vessels remain in their presentcondition on account of not having completed
the Ave fnlt rears of service required by Hie royal decreeof October, lsoo, before they can be hired out
anew Hire the others. A so-called "emaneipado" is a
slave for life.
From the city of Trinidad I lenrn that another

American vessel has fallen a prev to the fining ann
confiscating proclivities of the Spanish custom
House authorities. The brig C. V. Williams, Captain
Thompson, of Philadelphia, has had about one-hair
or her cargo confiscated because the figures or tier
memorandum represented pounds Instead or Kilo-

grammes, the Spanish standard weignt. i ne case isnow In the hands of the Acting American ConsulGeneral here, It is to he feared to remain a longwhile unsettled, Judging rrom "" doi£cn or more predecessors,now Is snmlme stntu quo, inseparablefrom the doiee Jbr ntrnl/' of this climate and the absenceof the Captain General's lumraer resorting at(luanabacoa, wnich preclude* the rendering ofdecisionsIn tlie o«m« on appeal to him. At an evidenceof the destructive tendency for the commerceI of the island, resulting from these repeated Impost1tions of lines under ndtculeua pretention* of viola-

5
tion of the revenue lawn, imposed partlcnlarly opon
American vessels, let me nay tliat there were bat
ninety-three vessels in thin port on last Haturday,
aK.iuist Jy tli*- -a.me date last year and 1#0 the year
pruceding. Vet the suirar crop 19 an unusually large
one this year, and over 180,000 boxes were reported
on Saturday in the hands of shippers and three hundredthousand more boxes and 15,43u hhds. in warehouses.such flirures need no commentaries.

I he United Stales steamer De Soto, Commodore
Hoggs, left here yesterday evening for ivusacola,
under orders from Washington. The De Soto will
he in Key West by the 8th of July, at which time the

VENEZUELA.

Dissolution of Congress.Falcon Hml> if The
Rebels Fl|k(in( in (he Suburbs of Caracas.

La IJuayka, May 7, 1MW.
»lnce Jaly, 1807, the government of Venezuela haa

existed but in name. It possesses no means and is
without any funds to pay either its soldiers or employes.
For the last ten days Caracas, the capital, has been

menaced by the revolutionary party, and in consej
quence of urmed forces being permitted to roam
about the city, the i'resldent of the Congress closed
tlie Legislature under protest.
(ieueial Falcon, Uy permission, vacated the Presidencysome time u^o w» head the Venezuelan army

and enter upon active service agaiust the revolutionaryparty; but, so far from doing this, lie spent
two months at Puerto Cabello and returned about
three weeks ago. Finding things mucu better than
he expected, lie left ;igam to concentrate Iris forces
at Coro, or Ambro, a Hutch possession, where he has
provided himself with a property, upon which he
intends to settle some day when his power in Venezuelacomes to grief.
Within the last Tew days the revolutionary party

have entered the very city of Caracas several times,
sometimes with success, at others without; the loss
on both sides being more thau the rulers would be
disposed to acknowledge.
At this moment, four P. M.. there la a hue ana cry

in the towij that a revolutionary party have entered
and are fighting in the lowu of Mayguelia, about
half a league from this place.
The Buttle at Caracas.How the Adherents of

ltoth Parties Divide the Country.Wretched*
nem and Misery.An Advance Towards Free
Navigation of Colombian and Venezuelan
Waters.

St. Thomah. Mav 30.1868.
We have private advices from the Venezuelan

capital to t he 22(1, which show no amelioration la
the political au<l military situations of the republic,
on the loth, at early morn, a stubborn battle was
commenced In (he very suburbs of Caracas between
the government forces, under the command of
General Bru/.ual, and the Insurrectionary army, led
by General Michel A. Kojas. The last was the
attacking party. The engagement lasted until halfpastnine, when General itojas withdrew his troops,
lor want of ammunition, to the village of Antlmano,
six miles from the capital. He was unmolested in
his retreat. The loss of the two sides la
not exactly kuown, but must have been very heavy.
Over live hundred wounded were brought to the governmenthospital In Caracas, comprising most of the
wounded of General Bruzual's forces, together with
such of General Itojas' army as was not carried oil
by him in his retreat.
On the llth the Secretary of the Interior, Dr. WenceslaoI'rrutia, had an interview with General

Kojas and arranged a truce with him, which had not
expired up to the latest advices. Many conferences
had taken place between representatives of the two
parties on the subject ot a peaceful settlement o!
diillculties, but no conclusions had been arrived at,
and on the 21st the contending parties appeared
further otT than ever from agreeing upon bases ol
reconciliation, in Caracas people were beginning to
believe that the truce was a trap of General Bruzual
to gain time, as he was daily looking for re-enforcementsfrom Coro and Maracaybo, which places containedthe only troops upon which the government:
relied with full confidence. Should these not soon
arrive General Bruzual will surely be unable to sustainhimself againsi his opponents. The truce, it
was thought, would be terminated on the 22d, and
General Kojas expected to be re-enfofced on the 24th
by 3,ooo men, under the elder Monagas, who was reportedon the 2lst at Rio Chlco, but three days'
march from Caracas. Then the revolutionists would
enter the city unless General Bruzual was also re-enforcedIn the meantime.
The revolutionary fires were dally spreading, and

nearly all the central and eastern portions of Venezuelawere held by other authorities than those acknowledgingallegiance to President Falcon. Most
of the West remained favorable to him, whilst the
very large but thinly inhabited province of Guyana,
forming the southern portion, preserved a masterly
neutrality, and thus escaped the devastations of the
raging civil war. President Falcon was at Coro, the
place of his residence and centre of his popularltyj
and he kept a war vessel near at hand, supposed
generally for the purpose of bearing him and his
household penates to other shores, us soon as discretion,replacing valor, should render it advisable
for him to leave Venezuela.
Amidst ail these political troubles and intestine

wars wretchedness and disorder had reached their
maximum limits. The government had ceased payingits creditors, nearly all the legitimate sources of
revenue had ceased furnishing money to the treasury,
which was almost dry, the troops were on the point
of losing all pay, forced loans and arbitrary Impressmentswere of dally occurrence; the soldiers, half fed
and hair naked, were begging m Home instances ana
pillaging in others; In a word, Insecurity and misery
everywhere were In the ascendancy. The sombre
picture held good for both sides. 1'ho great. hopes of
respectable men, even of the government party,
centred upon General Monagas, who might succeed,
ir placed at the head or airalrs, In restoring the reign
of law, with lis accompanying blessings of pence,
prosperity and tranquillity. But here arise new dlttlcultles.Even after the fall of President Falcon's
administration, as fall, It was generally conceded,
It would, there were no certainties of a stable governmentfollowing. General Kojas had proclaimed
the revolution his, ami his rival pretensions, as well
as tlmse known to be entertained by Mendoza, might

Sreveut Monagas' accession to the Presidency and
ecome the fertile sources of new strifes. VnM in

opposing President Falcon, the fears to the country
were that this union of the three great leaders of the
revolution would terminate the moment tne common
enemy was out of the wav.
The government has formed three important treatieswith Colombia, through the ialter's Minister

Plenipotentiary, sent expressly lor the purpose to
Upacas, Heflor Manuel Murlllo. The first opens to
tree navigation anil friendly commerce the Orinoco
river and Lake Maracaibo, with all tributaries. VenezuelaIs to discontinue all custom houses on thu
frontiers of the two countries, and in lien thereof will
receive from Colombia an anuual subvention of
1100,000 to be paid by the Custom House of Cucuta.
The second treaty is one of peace, commerce and
maritime navigation, and the third relates to tne
duties required of the Colombian and Venezuelan
Consuls respectively. No treaty was made for a settlementof the boundary lines at dispute, the uncultivatedcondition and sparse population of the small
districts doubly claimed Justliylng the Venezuelan
government to remit to more peaceful periods of its
History the decision as to the justice of Its titles.
Minister Murlllo was very well treated during his
brief sojourn in Caracas, all classes and parlies unitingin giving him proofs of llieir good will and
esteem.

OE LUNATICO IWQUIRENDO.
To the Editor of the Herald:.
The second annual session at Boston of the superintendentsof the lunatic asylums throughout the

country Is a good text for some consideration of the
system upon which these institutions are conducted.
Some years ago Mr. Dickens and tlie late Mr. Charles
Rcade exposed, in certain of their novel*, the Infamousoutrages perpetrated on privato citizens In
England by their detention In private asylums, under
the plea of insanity. This course was frequently
pursued in cases where avarice or revenge formed a

sufliclent motive, and so successful did the plan becomethat no man possessing wealth or enemies was
secure in his person from such summary and unjustifiableIncarceration. This system, with all fts attendantevils, was dually Introduced Into this country,and within the past few years numerous eases
have occurred In the regularly chartered and endorsedState asylums. Involving 1o*h of lii>erty and
property, separation from I uuilv .1 f. iends, and tho
recovery of freedom only by stiutagem or accident,
frequently followed by long and expensive lawsuits
for the establishment of the rights ot the victims.
Thai a cerll/lca'c signed by two physicians, whomav
or may not have ever seen the victim before should
be sufficient to close nj*>n him the doors of n lunatic
asrium and deprive hlin of liberty for an Indefinite
period brso gross un outrage that the existence of
Hie facts would be disputed bv almost any citizen of
this free and enlightened republic. And vet from ttn>
evidence of Dr. Kirkbrlde, of the Pennsylvania Mtat»
Lunatic Asylum, we learn that such is the case. This
same Dr. Kirkbrlde, by the way, called the session
of superintendents to order at ii'ostou the other tlav,
and we hope did not fail to relate hts experiencein reference to this Important point.
Two cases of this character have lately
been made public. One of a lady who
has Just been released from an asylum where
she had been Uetaiued at tho Instance of her husband,and the other of a wealthy gentleman in
Philadelphia who had been Imprisoned In the PennsylvaniaState Asylum for eight months, while his
brother and other members or his family sold up his
property and divided the proceeds among themselves.Such occurrences as these need no comment;
but the strong arm of the law or the still mightier
poorer of public opinion should be used to prohibit
and prevent them. . , .

Asylums so managed are At only for such insane
Individuals as Mr. Manager Butler and Old Thud
Stevens, and If a coimnlssionde lunatico mqvirmulo
roiiid t»e onlereu 10 iu»bbu*i« » «« »

mtaht be forced to take the places la our a-yhunn
nnw orcuplc-lhy resectable prlrate cI.Ibcm tietlTinertthere for nefarfoim purpose*; or, better yet,
thpr inluht t>e mailt' to exctu.une places with Colonel
Wooley in the cell under the Capitol. Tins wuukl be

poetic Juitlce.


