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ANUSEMENTS THIS EVENING.

PIEE'SR OPERA HOUSE, cornar of Fighta avezus and
B34 sireel.—LEs BAVARDS—BARRRE BLREUE,

FRENCH THEATRE. Fourtosalh atrest and Sigth ave.
Pus. —(FNEVIEYE DE BRABANT.

OLYMPIC THEATRE., Broadway.—Houpry Dosesr.
wity New Frarunes, Matines at 1Y,

e — S i e

War Department was argued at some length and
then passod by a vote of 116 Lo 33 Mr. Robinson
agein moved the question of Fenian priscners in
ireland, declaring thas war onght to be declarcd
against Kugland before dinuer time, but RO acklon
Was taken on it and the House adjourned,

We pubilizhi lsewhere this morning the raports of
the heads of departments, a8 followsi—

L. Treasury, by Secretary Hugh MeCullooh.

2 War, by Secretary J. M, Schofleld.

Miscellnnoons. .

The 1oss of the ateamship Hibernia, Caplain Mun.
roe, was reportad in yesterday's HERALD, Bne
salled from this port November 14, and was out
eleven daya when she was loat. She carried on the
trip twenty-one cabin and intermediate and sixty-
three storrage passengers, & liat of whom 18 given in
another column this morning.

The American #hip Hellespont was lost at Pigeon
Pownt, above San Frangisco, on the 10th of Novem-

BROADWAY THEATRE, Broadway.—Tie LEMEZALD
NG,

WALLACK'S THEATRE, Broadway and I3k street.—
Tus LANCASHIRE La#S,

NIBLO'S GARDEN, Brosdway,—ArvEs Dann; on, Lox-
von By Niaur,

‘wmsnt THEATRE, Bowery.—Arree DARE—VioL-AU:
ENT.

NEW YORK THEATRE, Broadway.—Tur CoMgepy or
A4 You Luke Iv.

MRS, F. B. CONWAY'S PARK TIEATRE, Brooklyn.—
Niox or tar Woons.

BROOKLYN ACADEMY OF M!SIC.—LINGATD AND
VaupeviLLg COMPANY. e

BRYANTS' OPERA HOUSE, fammeny Batdiog, 14t
atreal,—ETitoriAN MissrneLar, &i. .

KELLY & LEON'S MINBTRELS, 720 Mrondway.—ETi10-
Fian ul.\&'l‘l:!w“. BorLesQue, —Tany CATS.

E} PRANCISCO MINSTRELS, 543 Brondway.—ETi#L0.
rl:}l!l-'.q PELEAINMENTH, SINGING, DANQING, &u.

TONY PASTOR'S OPERA HOUKE 201 Bowers.—Coxyio
Wooarisn, NEGRO MINSTEELSY, &0 Mutines at Jy.

wWOONS MUSEUM AND THEATRE, Thirtlsth strost and
Broadway. —Altervovn sod evoning Perlormnnoe.

NEW YORK CIRCUS, Fourteenth streot, —~EQUESTRIAN
AD GYMNASTIO ENTERTAINMENT. Matinee at 25,

COOPER TNSTITUTE, Aspr place.  Lroruee ny 1. B,
Goouy, *Coutoenyy.”

ATRINWAY HALL, Fourteeuta wtreel—-KENNEDY'S
B8 oF BCOTLAND,

VLINTON OALL ART GALLERIES, Astar place.—~FrER
EAUMIGITION OF FAINTINGS. Day aud evealng,

HOQLEY'S OPERA  HOUSE, Rroaklyn.—Honurt's
MIKETERELG—A DUTOUMAN IN JAPAN, &0,

HOOLEY'S (E. D) OPERA HOUSE, Willamaburg.—
HOOLEY'S MINSTRELS—THE LANKvauinn Lass, ko

NEW YORK MUSEUM OF ANATOMY, 813 Broadway.—
BOIENUE AND ART. e D

TRIPLE SHEET.

Europe.

e cable telegrams are dated December 8.

The telegraphic arrangements throughout Europe,
In secordance with the agreement made at the ln-
ternational Telegraph Convention recently held in
Vienna, will go Into efect on the 181 of January next,
Jmportant changes have been made, and the tolls
will be reduced about one-half.

- A beavy gale prevalled throughout England dor-
-ing Sunday night sod Mooday morning. Much io-
Jury was caused.

‘ Mr. Disraell resigned the seais of oMce (o the
yneen yeaterday.

* The funeral of the late M. Berryer took piace yes-
terday.

Opunt Dr=marck, says the Monifeur, has assured

,the Ambassadors of France, England aud Russia of
Lis confldence in the continuance of good feeling
Lebween the Baropeau Powers,

Colombia.

par. We published a telegraphic account of the dis-
aster af the time. Eleven lives were lost, the cap-
tain and frst oMcer being among the number, We
publish to-day a full account of tue shipwreck and a
st of the lost and saved.

Tha Washington correspondent of a Mas3achusatts
paper inthnates that at least $300,000 were paid to
pewspaper men and lobbyists for services in having
the appropriation LNl for the purchase of Alaska
passed, and names among the papera thus rewnrded
a} least four New York establishments, The Rus.
siang, 1t sppears, footad these bille.

The testimony in the trial of Deacon Andrews was
concludad on Monday night, and yesterday the pris-
oner was convieted of manalaughter aud sentenced
to tweniy yeurs wiprisonmont,

The City.

General (ivin! was closeted with General MoCleltan
af the 5t Niehoias Hotel for more than an hour yes-
terday, In the evening he wos entertained with a
graud dinner and reception by the Union League
Cinb,  Mr. John Jay prestded, General Grant being
seated on b3 right, and Admirnl Farragut on his
efn. In response to the toasts, the General and the
Admiral mude speeches of their customary brevity.

Commodore Meade was brought before Judge
suilierlund yesterday on a wrlt of habeas corpus di-
rected 1o the keeper of the B gdnie Insane
Asvium,  The Commodore recopnized several old
friends, the Judge nmong others, and’conducted
Inmseld very ratonally during the examination that
ep-ued, He oocnpled s seat next to the judge and
part of tlie eximination consistod of n convergation
beiween the two, ciiried on in o low tone, during
which Jndge Sutherland nurrowly watched the
movements and expressions of the alleged insane
Commodore, At the conclusion Judge Sutherland
digehurgad hin 48 porfectly sane and respousible.

In the United States District Court, Judge Blateh-
ford presiding, the trial of the case of the United
Srates ve o quantity of distilled spirits seized at the
rectiiving establishment of Watson & Crary, Christo-
pher street, was resumed yesterday, A pumber of
witneszea for the government were examined and
the prosecution rested. Counszel for the defence
addressed the jury, and at the close of his remarks
the court adjonrned till this morning at eleven A. M,

In the Kentucky Bourbon Company case Mr.
Courtney, United States District Attorney, vesterday
at the oponing of the court applied for an order that
the clerk call the names of the defendants. On their
names being called accordingly only one of the de-
femndants appeared, whereupon the District Attorncy
applied for und was granted a beneh warrant to
compel the attendance of the parties in guestion.

The coroner's jury lo the ease of Norman L, John-
son rendered o verdict yesterday that he came to his
death by a stab woumd at the hands of his wife,
She was committed.

The Cunard steamship Chins, Captain Hockley,
will gall to-day for Queenstown and Liverpool. The
mails will close at the Post OMce at twelve M.

The Merchants' line stenmship General Meade,
Captaln Sawmpson, will leave pier 12 North river at
five P. M. to-day for New Orleans direct.

Prominent Arrivals in the City.
flovernor Burnaude, of Rhode Island; Congressman

Our Panama letter is dated November 30, The
(hagrea and Oblspo rivera swelled rapidly on the
«5%h and submerged the railroad track, making it
fmpassable for several days. The national Supreme
Court had ordered the release of Governor Gullerres,
of Cundinamarca, who was imprisoned for organ-
dzing s rebellion In his State against the national
‘governmoent. The court decided that he was guilly
ol no violation of the constitution in so doing, but
the judges, it 13 eaid, lad to hide themselves to
‘esgape being mobbed. The States are, however,
&'l vrganizing their revolutionary forces,

Peru.

Onr Lima letter 18 dated Xovember 14. Eumors of

revoll 1 the South were prevalent, but President
Hoita limd appointed Colonel Corejo, whom he de-
feated in the fight at Cliclayo, to be Prefect
Wi the province, and his popularity and good
wense  were  considered  guarnntees  of  peace
and order. The district Is the same that
suffered most by the earthquakes of Auguost Iast,
‘Revolujonary agents were also busy at the North,
Buita himscll huving lost his popularity iothat dis-
trct. Finuneial affoirs were In an  unsatisfactory
Huste,  The country was quite exaltant over the re-
Jese of the Peruvian lrop-clads ab New Orleans,
and it is said the secret history of the vegoliation
cultains =ome singular eplaodes,

Chile.

Arrangements have bien maade, It 13 =aid, by
which Uhilero ports are again open to Spanish ves-
Bols

Rolivia.
T people In some goarters are in eovoll at the
freaty of limtts with Brazil. A troubie with I'eru has

arlsen on wccount of the dismissal of o Boliviau
Consul who had opeocd some mall bags in his care.
Mihe Proaitent of Bolivia, Melgarejo, asserts his de.
Cermingtion to foree Peru to restore to Lim his exe-
quatur, The Bolivian Mintster had withdrawn In
BOvight at the demonstrations in opposition to the
trealy, The director of a forelgn company who
opanod @ bank at La Paz had been compelied to loan
Neigareyo $100,000 through throats,
Cubm.
fiur despatehea from Uavana contain additional
aecounts of the spirited fghting of Inss wesk.
Palmascan admits Laving sufered heavy lors, He
was on his way from Fuerte Priucipe to Nuevitas
Jwhen the battles ensued. Colonel Lodo had aban-
doned Las Tunss and arrived o Manatl, Thoese
puovements indioate o withdrawal from the interior
un the part of the Spanish troops,
| The reviiationary force has met with several sue-
cosses,  Orunt Villamar 18 marching on  Santi
Eapitita and Guantanamo had been reduced. It =
sipposed Sautlago will be soun attacked, The flag
‘stopted by the insurgents ls composed of the three
‘eotors red, white nnd blue, A blue band ar the
bottom runs the whole lengih of the flag from the
POAT pnd is half the Naa's width. The upper halfl ia
dirided betwesn red and white, the former next the
Alalf,  in the centre of the red is o five angled white
suar,  Tho loyailsts ridicale the Wdea of having the
siarof Caba rise 10 & rod lustead of u blue Hrmae
| SR 1S

Mavit,

Advices be mall o the 29th it report ne change
In the mitustion,  Blockades were maintalinsd at s
Yare, Miragoanve, Aux Cayes and Joromle. The
D Aorolite, of Boston, was released on fhe 24ih,
Balnave, with more troops, hnd ssivd fur Pel
Gmavet wikhi hijs oorvetts and gunboat

Congress.,

1n the Bentte yestarday a bill was introduccd to
abulish e frankiog privilege. A resolution, calling
«far Wforaation as 1o e diffeulty with Paraguny,
was adopted. A resolation to amend the rules, so
tuat Inddan treatien should horeafter be considered
An opet seddion, Wias discusied sligutly and lald over.
A ution to extonad the jurlsdicilon of the Court
QJM to Loulsluns and Arkankas wis luld ou the
tsbie and ordered to be printed.  The Benate alter 8

yflve -num‘, sesslon adjontned, | .
Tm ) finfinished busipess of July last
taken e byl regulatiog the qutien on
R
- démanding their resignations was
to be returned to the Oregon Logi.

eopper ores.” The Ll was
E- skndsions, impertinent and fmiecorons, A

to 61, Resolutiong of the
on Benstors Corbett

Bl to ttpgalht e Buresu of Indiso Aftwirs to te

P. E. 'Woodbridge, of Vermont, and B. Mitre y
Vedice, Argentine Minister, are at the Fifth Aveoue
Hotel,

G. W. Whitemore, of the United States Army; Sen-
ator Cole, of Callfornia, and his brother, General
Cole, of Byracuse; Henry Besano, of Italy; George
McPFarlane, of Glasgow, Scotland; D. A. Dangler, of
Cleveland, Ohlo; General Kilpatrick of New Jersey,
and Charles B, Barlow, of the United States Navy,
are at the Metropolitan Hotel.

J. Boll, of Cologne on the Maln, and Charles W.
Trumbull, of Boston, are at the Brevoort House,
Theodore ¥. Randolph, Governor elect of New Jer-
scy. is at the Clarendon Hotel,

Colonel Black and Colonel James H. Carlton, of the
United States Army, are ot the HoMman House,

Dr. G. W. Lawerance, of Arkansas, is at the 8t,
Nicholas Hotel,

Captains Edward Saulsbury and George M. Guth-
rie, of the United States Army, and Professor Thorpe,
of Baltimore, are at the 51, Charies Hotel,

Judge Milier, of Pennsylvania, and Captain R. Gib-
som, 01 Yazoo, Miss., arve at the St. Julien Hotel,

The Prospect in Congress—=Naturailzatlon,

Heconstruction and Negro Saffrage.
From the opening proceedings of the present
session of Congress it is apparent that it will
he largely devoted to Southern reconstruction, |
the naturalization laws and negro suffrage.
Theee three questions are of the highest im-
portance {o the party in power, and therefore
challenge the fivst attention of the two houses,

On the naturalization queation we  select
from the varibus smendments proposed to the
existing laws (he instructions given to the com-
mittee of revision of the House, on motion of
My, Schonek, They are:—First, whether this
paturalization husinesas should not be restricted
to conrts of the Unlted States and the higher
courts of record ; second, to provide for uni-
formity in such proceedings; third, to require
the judge’s signature to every declaration and
certifieate: fourth, to reguire recorda to be kept ;
fifth (and this, with the record of the court, is
the main point), to authorize letters of nata-
ralization to be fssued after four years' resi-
dence, but not to take eMct till one jear after
date, On the motion of Mr, Wood, of New
York, to lay these instructions on the table the
House was divlded, yous 35, nays 125—n
striet party vote, the ropublicans in  the
negative. From this we may safely
predict that some general bill of the character
indieated will be passed at this session, The
main points are the remeval of this naturaliza-
tion busine=: to the United States courts and
the stopping of the eléclioneering naturaliza-
tion mille on the eve of our political elections
by requiring the certificate of citizenship n
yoar in ndvance and & record thereof,  Some
wich Uill, wo understand, has bheen resolved
upon by the republicans in Congress, in con-
gequence of certuin alleged wholesale demo-
eratie naturalization frands in the Iate I'hila-
tdelphin Ocwober  elections, and ln our New
York eity November elections.

Sontheru reconsteuction is in a very slipshiod
copdition snd will require much patching,
Georgia i= ol of gear, Florida s in a muddle,
Louisiana s Leen turned topay turvy, with
the negroes at the bottom, which will never
doy Arkanses is given over to ruflanism, and
even Tenoesser is & shooking example of law
and order. These belong to the reconstruoted
Etates, and two or three of them at least are
to be reconstructed over again,  Of conrse the
unreconstructed States of Virginia, Missiseippi
and Texas will be put through the ordeal of
the new constitutional amendment without
much ceremony; but in this amendment fiwell

the matter of negro suffrage, and the removul
of this difficulty is now the main question,
General Granl, a8 we are informed from
good authorily, is in favor of u new constitu-
tional amendment establishing universal man-
hood suffrage as the supreme law of the land.
The difficulty under amendment fourteen is
that each State may rogulate suffrage to suit
itself on the universal plan, or by a eolor
qualification, a property qualification or un
educational qualification, or all of these,
subject only to a reduction in counting the
people for representation in proportien to the
restriction of the suffrage. Thus, if the blacks
are excluded from the suffrage they are not to
be counted for representation; and under this
plan South Carolina, for example, would be
cut out of more than half her delegation in
the lower house of Congress and half her
Presidential vote. But still it is feared that
the whites of the Southern States, if left to

soon conlrive to take the suffrage from the
negroes, and hence the desire of the radicals
to make vniversal suffrage—negroes and all—
mandatory upon all the States. General
Grant proposes to settle the matter beyond
dispute through an amendment ol the consti-
tution, but Mr. Senator Sumner proposes the
shorter method of universal negro suffrage by
act of Congress, bolding that Congress, under
“the constitution as it is,” has ample power
over the subject.

Whether the plan advoealed by General
Grant or the proposition of Senator Sumner
shall prevail is the question for the two houses to
settle. It is possible that the 4th of March
may come round before a settlement is reached.
Meantime, while these questions of naturali-
gation, reconstruetion and universal negro
suffrage are before the two honses, we cannot
expect any material mensures of relief to the
country in the matter of the E!.ﬁb}_‘lgl debt, the
national currency, the national taxation hills
and the enormous budget of frauds upon the
revenue, from Kentucky whiskey to French
brandy and from Havana cigars to the home
made article. The Fortieth Congress is not
up to the maric of retrenchment and reform.
Its record is a budget of blunders, extrava-
guncee, profligacies and corruptions ; but the
Forty-firat Congress, which meets on the 4th
of March, may perhaps be fruitful of better
things, from the hints und recommendations of
President Grant. We are compelled at last
to turn to him as the hope of the country.
There are no signs of relief from the present
short session of the demoralized and expiring
Fortieth Congress.

Am I Not a Man and = Brother ¢

It was in the shape of snch an interrogation
that Menard, the negro Congressman from
Louisiana, presented himself last Monday in
the House of Representatives at Washington.
He had not yet received his credentials from
the Governor of Louisiana. He was expect-
ng, however, to receive them soon, when he
will offer them to the House and test the sin-
cerity of the radical majority which has
clamored so loudly about the rights of the
negro. Meanwhile thia majority has betrayed
the most chilling indifference to his individual
claims. At first for a long, uncomfortable
time, he was left severely alone npon one of the
sofas in the rear of the hall. No member
aoccosted him except Blackburn, of Louisiana.
The poor fellow, annoyed at the social ostra-
cism to which his radical colleagues from the
Northern States most illogically condemned
him, arose and sought In vain for an oppor-
tunity to secure a desk. Everywhere the
radicals turned up their noses as he approached,
and at length he felt compelled to leave the
floor of the House in disgnst and to seek
refuge in the gallery behind the great clock,
where a hundred or more of his own race were
congregated and kept him in countenance.
Here he was manifestly more at home than
below. But so soon as he shall have received
his credéntials as a claimant for a seat in Con-
gress he will give his radical colleagues a
chance to extend to him the hand of fellow-
ghip or to contradict their own lying profes-
sions of regard for his claims as man, brother
aud eitizen, AL,

The Loss of the Hibernin—=Caine of the
Disaster.

We pnblish this morning further particnlars
of the loss ot the iron stesmship Hibernis,
bound from this port to Glasgow. It seema
that the disaster occurred in consequence of
the breaking of her shaft and stern pipe and
gpringing a desperate leak during a heavy
gale, This will put at rest the conjectures sa
to the cause of the accident, but gt the same
time may not be satisfactory to those whose
buginess it is to make the Atlantic passage n
tempestuons seasons, nor to those who ae
compelled to suffer the loss of valuable freights
and other property. The breaking of the shaft
may possibly be attributable to causes heyord
human skill to detect; it may consiitute ole
of those inexplicable mysteries of machiney
which so perplex investigating commissions
and steam guachinery inspeetors; but at iy
rate the matter should be rigorously inveai-
gated by competent authorities, in order that
the lives of the thousands who monthly eras
between our own and European shores mny
not in future he jeopardized through simiar
casunlties,

Report of the Seecretary of War,

Wi publish {o-day the important portionsof
General Schofleld’s annual report. It appeirs
thut the army bhag been reduced in numbers
elnce September from 48,081 men to 43,000,
All volunteer officers except one have hien
mustered ot of pervice. The Seeretiry
recommends that four r(';(iml'llt' of the Velenn
Reserve Corpa slinll also be mustered out,  Te
recommends further that the term of enlit-
mont in the reguler army shall be five yeas.
With regard o the expenditnres it is shovn
ihat the total for the fisenl yenr amounts to
208, 745,004, to which fa to be added nealy
ten millions of old wur debis paid during be

year, The sum eetimated for the expeases of
the fiscal year ending  June, 1870, lg
865,682,988, A considerable decrease in he
gubgistonce  expenses of  the  Freedmen's

DBurean and Indisn Buresn is reported, nat
of the former being reduced to §3,900,000 for
the year, The progress of the Militry
Aondemy at West Point s referred to vith
some pride by the Secretary of War, particu-
larly the improvement in g by tele-
graph, in which the cadets are dil prac-

there les to the radicals a serlous difloulty in |

themselves,gunder nmendment fourteen, will™

neademy 225 eadots, whose proficiency is tea-
tited to by the Board of Visitors and the
Tnapector.  The details of the report from the
War Departinent will be read with great in-
tureat.

Report of the Mecretary of the Treasury.

The annual reporl of the Secretary of the
Treasury to Cougress, which we publish in
another part of the paper, is a very diffuse and
wordy document, and i3 only remarkable for
the persistency with which Mr, MeCulloch ad-
heres to his often repeated financial theories.
The Secretary is one of those men who never
learn or forget anything. Even when yielding
to the pressure of pablic opinion and the action
of Congress against his cherished resumption
and financial notions he cannot help protesting.
Yes, even when he finds his policy impracti-
cable and is compelled to abandon it he aticks
to and reiterates his dogmas. Thus we see he
opens his report with a long disquisition on the
bugbenr which haunts him continuslly—an in-
converiible and depreciated currency, as he
calls the legaltenders. Hesays these *‘United
States notes, although declured by law to be
Iawful money, are nevertheless a dishonored
and disreputable currency.” He declares that
“‘the fact that they are legul tender, possessing
such attributes of money as the statnte can

give to them, adds nothing to their
real value, but makes them all the
more dishonorable to the government.” He

argues that this currency is the source of all
the evils of the country—revenue frauds, bur-
densome taxation and everything else—of
ovils, in fuct, which only exist in the imagina-
tion of this profound finance Minister, In
short, he calls it a frandulent currency.

Mr. McCulloch adheres to his iden that there
should be a reduction of the currensy to: force
specie payments; but as Congress und the
country have protested against contraction he
wants to reach the object another way, The
first step he recommends ia'to legalize all con-
tracts made for payment in coin, This is well
enough, There can be no reasonable objection
to making snch contracts legal. In fact,
people can make contracts now to be paid in
80 much gold, if they choose, and they are bind-
ing. But the Secretary does not stop here;
he proposes that after the lst day of January,
1870—one year and a fow days from this time—
*‘United States notes shall cease to be a legal
tender in payment of all private debts subse-
quently contracted, and that afier the 1st day
of January, 1871, they shall cense to be a lagal
tender on any account or for any purpose what-
ever, except government dues, for which
they are now receivable,” So it is seen Mr.
McCulloch has become a repudiator after
all his declamation against the greenback
advocntes ne repudiators; for if a declaration
of the government that its own notes are not
lawful money is not flat repudiation we do not
know what is. Then this Secretary endeavors
to shake the confidence of the people in the
lawful money of the government and country
by intimating that it is unconstitutional and
has not yet been sustained by the Supreme
Court of the United States. Mr. McCulloch
never thought to ask himsell what makes any-
thing money but the law and stamp of the gov-
ernment, whether the material be metal or
paper. If the United Statesnotes be a fraudu-
lent currency, as he asserts, what are the
national bank notes, which are not even a
legal tender and which are based upon the
credit of the government? The truth ia, Mr.
McCulloch has but one contracted idea about
the currency and sees nothing beyond. Great
questions of national finance and currency are
beyond his grasp. He is a small banker and
sees only the interests of that monstrous
monopoly, the national banking associations,
The country is prosperous and being rapidly
develpped in all its great industries and mate-
rial interesta, yet this sapient Secretary says
all the business is speculative and unsubstan-
tial, and attributes that to our legal tender
currency.

The report shows a great reduction in inter-
nul revenue, and Mr. MeCulloch says it must
be increased.  He acknowledges that this fall-
ing off is to be attributed in part to inefficient
collection; but he is very flat, tame and
evisive on this imporiant topic. He has
nothing to say about the inefficiency of himeelf,
Commissioner Wells and the other chiefs of
the departments who have let the government
he swindled hundreds ‘of millions of dollars by
theinternal revenue thieves. Indeed, he praises
Mr. Wells very highly, and no doubt that Com-
missioner will praise the Secretary just as
warmly. They are in the same boat and are
both responsible,  All the talk about being un-
ahle to collect the tax on whiskay and other
articles is bosh, The British government col-
lects two dollars and a hall tax on spirits, and
other governments collect similar high taxes,
and socould onr government if the right men
were in anthority. There is no necessity for
additional taxes (o increase the internal reve-
nue, There are far too many articles taxed
pow. A few articles of luxury, such as whis-
key gnd tobaceo, could be made to yield o
large revenne, and that revenue could be col-
lected by honest and capable men at the head
of the department.

The recommendation to fund the debt at a
lower rate of interest is a good one, but Mr,
MeCulloch lays down no plan, and seems to
think that everybody, both forelgn and home
bondliolders, will rush to the Treasury to ex-
change their six per cent bonds for five per
cont ones, without any cost or loss to the gov-
eroment, Hia notions on thig are about as
erude ax on everything else, e has the can-
dor to tell us that the expenditures of the dif-
forent departments are incrousing, while the
revenue is falling off.  With very few graine
of walt #uch asthis in the report the rest is a
jumble of weak arguments in defonce of Mr.
MeCullach's views, policy and administration
of the Troasury Department.  However, it is
but just to say that the enormons burden of
taxation, welght of debt and wretched condi-
tion of the finances are to be attributed in part
to Congress—to a Congress the most corrupl,
extravagant and ineapable that ever cursed
this or any other country. Let us hope that
with the new administration of General Grant
we miny get & more oapable Becretary of the
Treusury snd » bettér Congress,

Ongant Sxvnsep,—The House yestorday
snubbed the democratic Legislature of Oregon
by returning tp the officers of that body the
rosolutiona denouncing the Senators from that
State for having voted for the radical measures

tsed. There azo now on (e rolls of tho

[ of last seaglon.
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The Newspnper Press and the Telegraph.

The newspaper press some lime since made
a conkmot with éhe Western Union Tele-
graph  Compsuy for the transmission of
news reporis over the wires at certain
rates less than the exorbitant price ex-
torted from private individuals, but still
greafly higher than telegraphic charges ought
to be nnder a properly conducted ayatem. This
reduction was more directly a benefit to the
public than to the proprietors of the news-
papers themselves, since It enabled the latter
to give their resders the advantage of more
ample and extended news reports. If full tolla
had been demanded of the press the daily jour-
nals would have evonomized in the quantity of
thelr telegraphic reports and the people would
have been the losers. At the contractrates
the newspapers have been the most profitable
customers the telegraph has had; yet the
Western Union Company has thought fit to
abruptly terminate its agreement with the
press, and has given the following notice of its
intention to the propriotors of the New York

journals ; —
EXFOUTIVE (OFPICH,
WeaTERN USioN TRLEGRAPH COMPANY,
Niew YORK, Angust 18, 1868,
To Messrs. Jasmms BROOKS and ERAsTus BROOKH,
roprietors of the New York Erpress; PRIME,
SroNg, Hatn & HavLoek, proprietora ol the New
York Journal of Commuree; JAMES G, BENNETY,
proprietor of the New YorK HERALD; MANTON
ManrpLg, prr?rl.ewrof the World; Moigs 8, BRACH,
proprietor of the New York Sun; HENERY J. RAY-
MosD & Co,, proprietors of the New York TVmes,
and the TRIBUNE ASS0CIATION, proprietors of the
New York Tribune, constituting together the asao-
ciution known asthe New York Associated Presa:—
GENTLEMEN—You will please take notice thar, in
pursnance ol the sixth section of the agresmont
e and entered into between you and the Amerl-
can Teicgraph Company, beartng date Deceniber 25,
1865, the American Telegraph Onmglmy party of the
tirat part to said agreement, and Lhe Woastern Union
Telegraph Company, successor and asalgnee of the
sund purty of the first part, elcet and desire Lo termi-
mite salil contract ut the expiration of the present
cirrent year of the continuance of sald contract—io
wit, on the 224 day of Deoember, 1868,
By order, ‘The Awerican Telegraph Company, hy
L, 8, BANIPOLD, President,
?tum“tr—-r:; 'll.l}'nlr.nn_lx‘é lgacreh i s
The Western Union ompany, Ly
WILLW ORTON, l'rm'l'_leu!..
Attest—0, I, PALvER, Secretary.

The incentive of this action of the monpoliz-
i':f corporatjon that at proseat holds the elec-
trio telegraph in ils grasp is the determinaiion,
if possible, to control the press of the United
States, It is to accomplish this object that the
threat is made to terminate the existing eon-
tract and to incrense the rates now charged for
news reports to the enormons tolls demanded
for private messages. The corporation, nc-
customed to carry its points with a high hand,
and successful heretofore in its efforts to crush
out opposition, believes in its power thus to
coerce and foitor the American press.

A few months since there appeared to be some’
foundation for this presumption. The Hxrarp
had then taken a firm stand against the ot-
tempted encroachments of an arrogant mo-
nopoly upon the duties und business of the
newspaper press. We had no quarrel with
the managers of the Western Union Company
and designed to make no refleclions upon
their personal character or business integrity.
But when we found a powerful monopoly seek-
ing to control the collection of news as well
as its transmission, and to bind up the proprie-
tors of public journals in s manner that de-
prived them of that free management of their
business which is the right of ‘every indi-
vidual oitizen, we assailed the system that waa
responsible for these encroachments and
warned the press of their dangerous tendency.
At that time some journals hesitated to pro-
claim their own independence, apparently in
dread of the supposed power of the monopoly,
while others seemed ready to approve the
arrogance of the telegraph company and
anxious to place themselves under its supreme
control and sup ervision.

We have now, however, a very different
state of affuirs, The press is beginning to
understand its own interests and to see that
the attempt of & private corporation, hald-
ing a monopoly of so powerful an engine
as the electric telegraph, to coerce and
control the newspapers of the country is full
of mischief nnd danger, The jonrnals all over
the Union are coming out in denunciation of
the present tolegraphic system and demanding
some such reform as has already been perfected
in several European governments. The New
York Zimes leads the van with a protest
against the exorbitant rates extorled by the
Western Union monopoly, the inequality of the
tariffs, the large profita realized oat of the
privileged fow who can alford to use the wires,
and other notorions evils arising from the lack
of competition or the want of a system regu-
lated by the necessities and interesta of the
people.  The Cinciunati Comimereial, a lead-
ing and enterprising Western journal, joins in
the denunciation of the present system and in
the demand for reform. The Philadelphia
Press declares the question of telegraphic re-
condtriuction one of the most important in the
country, and other influential newspapers place
on record their protests against the exioriion-
ate rates, the undue profits, the arrogance and
encroachments inseparable from a monster
monopoly. Only one faint voice is heard in de-
fonee of the present telegraphic system, and
that comes from & weak party organ at Harris-
burg, which thinks that the telographic mo-
nopoly i o public blessing and devoutly
wishes that the government Post Office system
could be abolished and the transmission of
letters he left in like monner to private enter-
prise. We have no doubt that this organ
would be glad to soe the whole government
abolished and its business consigned to the
hands of such patriotic rings as we now meet
with in the whiskey trade, the Revenus De
partment and the Erie Railroad.  Bat the lead-
ing news=papers of the country are evidently
nroused to the public necessity of a thorongh
reform fn the telegraph system, and will make
themseelves heard despite the threats and coor-
clon by which the Western Union Company
has sought to siiile theie voicos, We may,
thevefore, hope that Congress will now take
hold of the mutter in earnest and that we shiall
speadily secnre such a thorongh reconstruction
of the telegeaph dyatem as will insure to the
press falr and liberal treatment and to the
people low rates and inoreased facilities in the
use of this now indispensable agent of business,
commerce and sovial life.

Trr PosTsMAsTER (ENERAL AND THE TELES
arariL—The Postmaster General in his former
annual reporis has briefly recommended the
absorption of the telegraph business of the
conntry in the government Post Office Depart-
ment. This year he slates that he regards
the quesfion of such growing importance as to
olaim a soparato and extended report, which
he will shortly place before the President and
Congress,

=

The Revoiunen im Cubn.
Our adyices from Cuba indicate that the
insurreotionary movements thero have assumed
® serious character, and that the Spanish
authorities have become alarmod at the resul
thatmay attend the conflict on which they have
entered. - The exact character of the insurreo-
tion has not yet been made known to the world,
from the absence of independent communica-
tion with the insurgents ; but the facts that
bave been exclusively published by the colo-
nial government, when taken in thoir aggre-
gate, manifestly contradict their continued
assertion of success attending every movement
of the Spanish troops. The course of events
has been as follows:—On the 11th of
October Iast a few persons made an un.
important resistance to the authoritles at
Yara, a& small village on the south side of
the island, about six miles from the commer-
cial port of Manzanillo. The insurgents, we
are informed by official accounts, were
promptly dispersed. Notwithstanding this
assertion we were told a few days later that
they had taken possession of the important
inland town of Bayamo, where they estab-
lished & pgovernment, with Sefior Cus-
pedes, a wealthy lawyer and plagter, at
its head. Soon after this the official accounts
ropresent them as marching both westward
and eastward, and the Spanish columns as
taking the field against them. A victory was
officially announced as having been won by
Colonel Quiros over the insurgents at Contra-
maestre, & mountain pass between Bayasmo
and St. Jago de Cuba; but soon after this
officer turns up back in 8t, Jago, from whence
he started, and lator advices inform us thas
he has been removed from his post and his
second in command arrested on a chargo of
cowardice, The result thus far of this series
of victories is that the Spanish forcea are shut
up in St. Jago by the insurgents, who have
cut off all supplies on the land side.

Similar results, according to the Spanish
official acconunts, seem to have attendod the
Spanish troops operating agzainst the bands
that marched westward from llayamo. Colonel
Loiio left Las Tunas at the head of several
hundred men to meet the advancing insur-
gents, and afier defeating them repeatedly
be became invested in Las Tunas, and for
several weeks the government in Havana had
had no communication from him. We now
learn that he has abandoned the town and
marched to Manati, a port on tho north coast.
Colonel Ampudis, in command at Manzanillo,
in powerless to operate against the neigh-
boring city of Bayamo, the centre of the
revolution, and according to recent accounts
was on the defensive againat Insurgents in the
immediate vicinity of the town. Other bands, '
penetrating the island westward, had out off
the communioations of Puerto Principe with
the conats, and according to the latest advices
have appeared in the vicinity of Santi Espritw.
" The progress of these events had forced
General Lersundi, the Captain General, to
send Count Balmaseda, his second in com-
mand, with all the disposable troops, to the
centre of the island, and recent advices in.
formed us that he had reached Puerto Prin-
cipe with nine hundred men, relieving the gar-
rison there, The important intelligence which
we publish in a special telegram in another
column shows that he has been obliged to
abandon that important oity and ssek a refuge
under the guns of the ships in the bay of
Nuevitas, Colonel Lofio, with the garrison
of Las Tunas, bas reached Manati, a port in
the immediate vicinity of Nuevitas, and the
two bodies of troops will no doubt form =
junction.

These events leave the Spanish authorities
in possession of no point in the interior of the
eastern half of Cuba, and give to the insur«
gents, who have now earned the name of patri-
ots, ample territory for organization and the
means for more extensive operations. No
doubt can be entertained that the war of inde-
pendence has  been inangurated, and in
view of the proximity of Cuba to our
const, the importance of the commerce we hold
with her, the large number of American eoiti-
zens who have interests there and the compli-
cations which may at any moment ensue, it
behooves our government to keep a watohful
eye upon the course of events and not to be
cnnght nuawares, The frequent presence of a
man-of-war in the several important ports of
the island, to give aid and comfort to our Con-
snls, will be the ounce of prevention that is
worth more than the pound of cure in case
either of the parties to the conflict should
forget the rghts of nentrals, Let us heat
soon that some United States ships hava
tonched at 8t. Jago, Manzanillo, Trinidad and
other portz which are surrounded by the ingur-
rection.

The Case of Genernl Coloe=Rociety,
nod Murdor.

The onse of General Cole, before the conrt
in Albany, charged with the murder of Mr,
Hiseock, has resulted—as people probably sup-
posed it would—in the noquittal of the aceused,
But the public generally were not prepared for
the unnsual character of the verdict, If & man
can be exensed from guilt in the commission of
o erime on the plea of insanily at one moment,
while he i declared to be perfectly sane n mo-
ment bofore and n moment after the act, wls‘
becomes of all the thebries and learned argn-
ments ahont moral insanity which have so
ofton fretted away the time of. courta and
Juripa and exhansted the legal and logica
aonmen of our most distinguished eriminal
advocntes? .

The real faet In this ense ia that there s s,
clasa  of society which the law rarely
renchos—a cluss over which the mgis of pro=-
tection ig thrown beeause its members belong
to some soeinl, politieal or fashionable *‘ring.”
For these prople the law has no harsh word to
say, no grievons penalty to inflict; but If
some poor person—say an unfrionded Irish-
man of German—shonld steal o trifling ar-
ticle or pick a pocket he is pounced wpon,
nnd the clutches of the law are not "“m'“i’he.'l
until the direst penalty known [0 the Law il
impoaed,

As GGeneral Cole waa aoquitted of the mur.
der of Miscock in Albany, 80, undoubledly,
will young Grant be aoquitted of the murdar of
Pollard in Richmond. The same rule helds
‘good both Nonth and South, A member of
what {s called good sociely—in other words,
one who belongs to a social or political influens
tial oligne—may do a8 he plonses without any
four of the law. H» may get into & quarrel

Inw




