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TIM following it a copy of E. B. wasbburne's bill
tat (he construction of . government telegraph,
under the direction of the Poet Offloe Department,
between New Vorit and Washington. It lanow pend¬
ing in the Bouse Committee on Poet Offices and Post
p».- and will be taken np and considered Imme¬
diately after the recess:.
A bill for the construction of a government teie-

gngH>, under the direction of the Post Office Depart¬
ment, between New York and Washington.
be it enacted by the Senate and llouae of Repre¬

sentatives of the United states of America In Con-
gnC assembled. That the Postmaster General shall
wrifin thirty days after the passage of this act ad¬
vertise in two newspapers In each of the cltiee of
WaahmgtoBi Baltimore, Philadelphia and New York
for*frojioaali for constructing and for furnishingmaterials for constructing a line of telegrgph with
lotin wires, extending irom the Post Office Depart-
nuML in the city of Washington, in the Diatnct of
Gorombla. tg the Post office in the city of New York
by way of Philadelphia and Baltimore, with such
Intermediate stations as he mar designate, and In
thwffiauner hereinafter pretcribed; and auch adver-
tisnbent shall be published in each of said papers
onSa week, for the period of four weeks.
Sic z And be It further enacted. That the pro¬

posals way be separately for the telegraph wire, for
the poles, for the Insula'ors, for the batteries, for the
telegraphing instruments and for the construction of
toWTme. the materials being famished, or for any two
«r mora of said descriptions qf materials, or for the
Due completely constructed ready for use, the mate¬
rials to be of the most approved quality and class.
Baid proposals shall be transmitted sealed to the
Postmaster General, and shall then be re¬
ceded and opened at the department In the
same manner as proposals fur carrying the
mall are now received and opened, and the same
evidence of ability to perform the contract shall be
wubmitted to the Postmaster General as now re¬
quired In the case of proposals for carrying the

baa S. And be It further enacted. That the Post¬
master General shall, at the time of opening said
proposals, also receive and examine auy proposal
from Hie propr.etors of any existing line of tele-

Cph lor the sale to the United Stales of their entire
of telegraph bet ween any two of said cities, or

for the entire line herein provided tor, with all the
property, iranchises, ngnta and privileges connected
therewith.

Sr.c. 4. And be It further enacted. That upon open-
tag the proposals first herein provided Tor the Post
master General shall select the lowest responsible
bids which in the aggregate shall show the lowest
cost of construction and equipment of the entire line,
and snail compare there wit n the coat of purchase of
an existing liue as proposed (U any proposal thereof
eiiall have been made), and, unleaa the coat of the
latter shall be at least twenty-five per centum below
auch lowest aggregate, the proposal for the sale of
auch existing hue shall be rejected; If otherwise, it
.hall be accepted. IX this proposal shall be rejected,
then toe Postmaster General shall accept the propo¬
sals coustttutmg the lowest aggregate, as hereinbe¬
fore mentioned.

bsc. 5. And be It farther enacted, That the con¬
tracts contemplated herein for the construction of a
line of telegraph shall provide that all tue materials
named in the contraots, aud that all the work to be
None by virtue thereof, shall be of the best class and
quality; and no part thereof shall be accepted until
the same shall have been examined and Ha accept¬
ance recommended by some proper officer of the
army detailed therefor by the Secretary of War, upon
the request of the Postmaster General: and no
money shall be paid on aoconnt thereof until the
name shall have been thus accepted, and the con¬
tracts shall be so framed, under the direction of the
Postmaster General, tor the several sections of the
Itae or lor the entire line, aa the case may be, that
the entire work shall be completed within six months
from the time he shall notify the contractor to com¬
mence the work upon any eeotiou of said line.

Bsc. a. And be it farther enacted, That the Post¬
master General shall establish a telegraphic station
.t as many Post offices along said line as. In his
Judgment, the public Interest, with dne regard to
ecouomy of administration, shall require, and shall
employ in the business thereof, as far as practicable,
She employes of the Post Office, and may employ
special telegraphic clerks when necessary, at their
.nstomary salaries. And be shall employ, before the
opening of said proposals, a general superintendent,
who shall be a practical telegrapher, and who shad
receive a salary not exceeding $S,hOO per annnm.
Mac. T. And be It farther enacted, That no mes¬

sage shall be sent over said line unless It shall be
.tamped with a three cent postage stamp, and there
.hall be a uniform rate for tne transmission of mes-
.ages, without regard to distance, of out cent for
.ach wont, exclusive of address and signature, but
bo message shall be scut for a lees sum than ten
.eats; and there shall be charged two cents tor the
delivery of each and every message: providedthat the government shall be entitled to send and
icoeive all its messages over said Une tree of
charge, and shall have priority in sending all mes¬
sages-. and provided that when leas rates than
harem provided shall be charged by any other tele¬
graph line betweeu the same points, the Postmaster
General may reduce these rates to conform thereto:
and provided lurtherf that he may direct that news
telegrams for publication by newspapers shall be
Wausmitted at a reduction not exceeding fifty percent on these ra en.

Pec. z And be it farther enacted, That If anyofficer, agent, operator, clerk or employe of saidtelegraph, or any other person, shall wilfully divulgeto auy otner person than the party from «n#»
¦am* was received or to whom (lie same U addressed,
or to his agent or attorney, any message
received or sent or intended to be sent over such
telegraph line, or the contents, substanoe, purportor moaning of such message, or any part thereof, or
aha il aril fully falsify or alter any such message by
adding thereto or omitting therefrom any word or
words igure or figures so as to materiallv changethe souse, purport or meaning of such message, to
the injury of the person sending or desiring to send
tue same or to whom the same was directed, the
person so offending shall be deemed guilty of a mis¬
demeanor and shad be pnntsbed by a fine not to ex¬
ceed $i,b-JO, or imprisonment not to exceed one year,
ot by ooin such line and imprisonment. In the dis¬
cretion 01 the Court; provided that when numerals
or words of number occur In nny message the
operator or clerk sending or receiving, mar express
th>' name Hi words or figures, or In both words and
figures, aud such fact shall not oe deemed on altera¬
tion of the message nor In auy manner affect Its
genuineness, force or validity.

h.r. ». And be It lurther enacted, That the sum of
ftv-oi is hereby appropriated out of any money in
the Tr usury not otherwise appr priatcd for the pur¬
pose of carrying out the provisions of this act.

Tm: OPPOilTlO) TELEURtl'll COTIPWIEs.

imcrlran F«lrrpri«rn-N'nT York the Newt
Cttiir* of the (ilobe.

What the tii rves ore to the human frame the wires
.f the electric telegraph are to the world. A* yet
only tli more ctvl i 'id portions of the globe are pro-
vided with theae wires; on t there can be no doubt
thai the time will come when they wi.l stretch to
the utteruioet ends of the earth, as do the nerves to
the extremities of the human ho ly. In the United
States the facilities fur telegraphic communication
are being so rapidly increase d that, vast us our pos¬
sesions ore, the whole will noon l>e covered with a
perfect network of wire. The telegraph wan first
brought into practical use In 18ft, tho line between
Washington and Baltimore being the first ever laid.
Id ims the total number of miles of line
onatru-tod and working In this country

estimated to be about 12,000. in lnis
the United state* boasted of «o,ooo, and
It is now estimated that by tho close of the present
year the total mileage of wire will amount to the
respectable aum of 120,000. Tbe Increase tn the
numi cr of wir .* radiating from New York has been
proportionate'/ large. Two wires eastward and
tnree southward sufficed for the transmission of
messages to anil from this city tn IMS. In IMS there
»i re in use eight wires east and ten south, and at
the present tltne from forty to fifty wire* are kept
constantly busy on each of the above routes. The
raccetiM «f the Cubs cable.the first exclusively
AuiTirau und- risking In that line.has given a rresh
Impetus to the projects far the extension of tele-
graphic coisrauulcatioa, and there eao be no doubt
tint that within a few year* New York will be the
new* centre not alone of tuts Continent, but of the
electrically united world.

T1IS riUXKlIN COM PANT.
The Franklin Telegraph Company organised under

. charter from the mate of Massachusetts, with a
eapi'al of #l.ouo,ooo. lu officers are:.J. II. Htearna,President; E. B. Welsh, Secretary and Treasurer,
and J. O. Smith Qeuerai Huperlntcndeut. The prin¬
cipal office of the company la at No. 11 Broad street,
where ahout slaty operators are employed, sending,
on an average, snout t,too messages and from lo.ooo
to ao,ooo words of press matter over the wire* per
day. The Doea froni this point communicate with at
least i.ooo dinerent towns and cltlos. and are rapidly
being extended east, west, north and south, ao that
wiUiin a very .short period they will embrace the
whole of the United States and the principal cities of
Canada. The office of the Kranklln Company is also
fit -principal office of the opposition lines leading
out of this city, as we 1 as of the local lines, ibe
Franklin lines radiate m three directions from this
point, vix: cast, south and northwest.the total mile-
ar« being over 8,000. At Boston they connect
with the International Company, with Bites
vtic ugh salem, Portsmouth, Portland, Augusta.Iwta, Poi.sisud. Belfast, Ac.. to Bangor.
» ' more to the British provinces, ami
. me wRh the Northern telegraph wires running
<4jj oogli Conoord. Lowed, Manchester and the ptln-
r ,U owns of New Hampshire. At Baltimore the
) >an*Ha r-onuecie with the Paciflnsnd Atlantic lines,
-won .ig through PUiaourg, the nil regions, Wheet-
P luyton, < inrtnnsil l/iiilsrlilg, \ vdivllie. Mem-
Ke mi l tne priacip.il points along ibe W Issisulppl.
l . It will lie eoea the FjaaUj* tins torme (Ar

gran* base or trnnlc root* or the opposition lines,
vTlch embrace all the principal citlei Ml towns
from Bangor, Me., to Washington, a C-, ud west
to the Mississippi river. A company is also organ¬
ised to connect with the Franklin at Washington,
whose lines will extend through Richmond, Peters¬
burg, Charleston, Savannah, Mobile and New Orleans,
thus completing the cast route. The Franklin Com¬
pany has the credit of inaugurating a redaction of
the high tariff which existed in ISM and or bain? In¬
strumental in reducing the rates to ail points reached
bv the opposition I ties to the present scale. From
the president down the officers of the Franklin are
practically eiucated telegraphers, netriy ail
01 them having been connected with the
business in its infancy. The experience thui
acquired enables them to appreciate the peculiar
features of the business and to adapt U to public
requirements. Tne Franklin Company pays particu¬
lar attention to tbe securing and returning olof replies
to telegrams forwsrded by them, and toe result is
that the sender haa the satisfaction of being assured
of the delivery of his message ami also of being in¬
formed when to expect a reply.
in order to increase their, business facilities and at

the same time aid In the good work of bringing the
art of telegraphy to perfection, the Franklin Com¬
pany Instituted experiments which resulted in the
invention of an Instrument by which messages can
be transmitted in opposite directions at the same
moment over a single wire. Mr. Btearus, the presi¬dent of the company, has the honor of beiug the
inventor of this new instrument, which w now in
successful operation In the Franklin offioe.

TUB ATLANTIC AND PACIFIC.
On the 20th of October, 1807, the Atlantic and Pa¬

cific Telegraph Company opened their line of two
_ ---wires to Buffalo, N. Y., and on tne 8th of January,

1863, opened a line direct to OlevelMd. Everything
worked well and business increased so rapidly that
It was found necessary to lay a third wire from New
York to Albany for the purpose of relieving the
through wires and so insuring the prompt transmis¬
sion of messages between Albany ana this city.
HInee the completion of this thlra wire, which com¬
menced working as recently as the 2uth of June last,it lias been found that additional wires are neces¬
sary to accommodate the rapidly increasing busi¬
ness, and consequently the stockholders of the com¬
pany have Just been called upon to Increase their
subscription thirty-three and a naif per cent, in order
that the necessary wires may be put up immediately.
On the 10th of July the Atlantic and Pacific opened
telegraphic communications with Toledo, Ohio, and
all intermediate stations between that p lnt and
Cleveland, and since that time they have been
rapidly pushing on towards Chicago, in the hopes of
reaching that city by the loth of Kepteiuber at
the latest. At Chicago the Atlantic and Pa¬
cific will connect with the Mississippi Valley
National Telegraph Comi any, and thns be
brought into communication with St. l'am, Minn.,
St. Louis, St. Joseph, Mo., and all the pnnclpal points
along the Mississippi. As soon as tbe two wires now
en route reach Chicago the workmen will retrace
their steps, laying a return line, as it were, to New
York, and by the time that is completed the Atlantic
and Pacific will have opened direct communication
with Milwaukee. It is tbe intention of the company
to run their additional lines from Buffalo to this city
along the coarse traversed by the Erie Railway, in
order to communicate with all the principal stations.
The old wires are stretched along a comparatively
out-of-the-way track. In a few weeks the Atlantic
and Pacific Company will have a wire at Cincinnati
and Uietr line to Saratoga is rapidly approaching
completion. With a capital of $6,doo,OjO, a large ana
rapidly increasing business and "opposition to mon¬
opoly and high prices" for a motto, the Atlantic and
Pacific Telegraph Company is lit a position to afford
every accommodation to Us patron*. Alaaady the
company liave telegraphic communication With the
leading points of thirteen States, and under the pre¬
sent energetic management vast extensions will
doubtless be effected. The following are tbe officers
of the Atlantic and Pacific Company:.President,
Arthur F. Willmarth: Vice President, William H.
Gmon; Treasurer, Richard J. Thome, and Secretary,
C. A. Harper.

TH* INTERNATIONAL OCEAN.
The International Ocean Telegraph Company Is

chartered under the laws of tne State of New York
for the purpose of establishing telegraphic communi¬
cation between the Untied Slates, Cnba, the British
West India Islands, the State of Panama and the
Spanish main. Their land lines extend from Lake
City Florida, to Punta Rassa, on the Gulf coast,
branching to Fernandina and St. Augustine, making
in all about 500 miles of wire. The cable is laid from
Punta Rassa to Key West and thence to Cuba, the
total distance being 270 miles, in April, 180d. the
company despatched a steamer from New York laden
with the material for their lMd line, and although
great difficulties had to be encountered the line was
completed in thirty-seven days from the time the
first pole was planted. The submarine cable arrived
from England in September, 1800. By the 1st of Oc¬
tober of the same year the entire line was In working
order, and no better evidence of the complete success
of the undertaking can be given than by stating that
the company now work a circuit of over 800 miles
with one pulsation. Tbe Cnba end of tbe cablo
is now connected with tbe palace of tbe Captain
General at Havana by seven miles of underground
wire. From the Legislature of Florida tbe Interna¬
tional Ooean has the sole and exclusive right for
twenty years to connect by means of submarine
cables the shores and dependencies of the State of
Florida with Cuba and other West India islands, as
well as the privilege of constructing land lines
throughout any pan of the Hiate. Congress lias
granted similar rights and privileges for fourteen
years. From the Spanish government tbe company
has received all necessary rights and privileges for
forty years. Having, among other concessions, the
right to carry their line from Cuta to Jamaica and

So Aapiuwall. Uib InkoruStlOliai oceaii will
within a few years place ns in dally commnnication
with the cities of Central and South America. The
capital of this company is advertised at $1,500,000.
Tbe principal officers are:.General Wm. F. Smith,
President; Alexander Hamilton, Jr., Vice President,
and H. K. Bull, Treasurer.

THE BANKERS AND BROKERS'.
The Bankers sod Brokers' Telegraph Company,

which advertises a capital of $1,500,Ooo, commenced
operations on the 1st of September. 1805. Their lines
extend to Boston, Philadelphia, Baltimore, Washing¬
ton and Georgetown. This company has a fair
share of commercial business between the above

Soints and his city. Tbe principal office is at No. 10
read street.

PACIFIC AND ATI.ANTIC TELKORATn.
This company was chartered August t, lnrtfl, by the

Ft ale of Pennsylvania, with a capital of $3,ooo,030.
At that time it purchased the Monougahcla Valley
Telegraph Company, chartered eighteen months
previous, and located Its headqtiarteiH at Pittsburg,
with a view of making the organization a purely
Western one. The chief officers and the majority of
the directors reside at Pittsburg, and from that point
the lines of the corporation radiate north, east, wp.t
a .d south. Westwardly the lines at present are
working from Pittsburg through Wheeling, /juies-
viile, Columbus and Hay ton to Cincinnati, touchingall Intermedials towns OB that route. Southwardlyfrom Pittsburg the lines are working vis Brorns-
viile to l-'a.rmount, ou the Baltimore and Ohio Rail-
riot i, aud \\ ufDMbnrg, in which directions the lines
are temporarily halted, until arrangtnents are c»m-
pieted for extending the lines through Western Vir¬
ginia, North Caru i.ia and Georgia to bavsnnili.
From Cincinnati the lines extend southwardly, via
Louisville and Nashville, to Memphis, Teun., »o
which latter point they will be working In 8M>
teinber. This later Nouthern route was original!*projected us the Southern Telegraph Companyout after the extension of the line from Cincinnati
to Louisville the Pacific and Atlantic TelegraphCompany of the Cuius] States, some four month!
siuce, at the soiicttuilon of the entire body of stock¬
holders of the Southern Telegraph Company, pur¬chased all the stock off the corporation alter tht Hue
h«u been working about a year. Mince the pur jiam
the I'm iflo and Atlantic Company has pushed tbe
line to Nashville and Memphis, as indicated a hue.
Kasiwardly the hue extend* from Pittsburg to kal-
tlmors, v iu the National road to Cumberland, theme
via Ei luietisburg and intermediate lines to Baf.l-
more. Md., where it connects with the Franklin to
Boston, la this extension the Pacific and Atlantic
made the acquisition of another already constructs!
Hue, having purchased, at the solicitation of 1$
owners, tlieVVesisru Maryland Telegraph company,
from Union Bridge on the Western Maryland Kali-
roail to Haltunore. From Cumberland the Companyhave a»aecoud line running nurtbwardly, via Get¬
tysburg. to ilarrlstiurg. Pa. Eastwardly trom Pitta-
burg tbe Company have a second route runningalong the rouie of the Pennsylvania Railroad to Pliii-
ad» phia. with offii es at all tbe towns and cities
on tne route. This line of wires wts originally con¬
structed by the Key-done Telegraph Company, s cor¬poration chartered uy tb,- state of Pennsylvania; but
J Pun;,|aav bv the Pac tic and Atlanticof all toe stock of the Keystone. at the Instanceof the stockholders, it iiecsuse tbe proper'y of

the Pacific and Atlantic. Again northwardlyfrom Plttoourg tne huts of tbe ia< iflc and AtlanticTelegraph Company r Vend through tne towns of
the oil region to Petroleum Centre, to which pointthey are being wotted, while itie line is being pushedtoward Buffalo from that direction. This radiationof tbe wires of the Pacific and Atlantic Teb-grnpnCompany of the l otted Kiates was originally con¬
structed as far aa Oil City by the Men hints' Tele-
graph Company, but, on the profl>-r of the entire
body of its -t xkholders, was take n at a lung !. as-
l>y the Pacific and Atlantic company and >¦ beingby It extended as ite own, ae already stated
At present the lines of the Paclflc and Atlantic Tel-
cgruph Company of the 1'nlted Mate* extend from
Baltimore and Philadelphia west to < tnciunati and
south to Memphis. At Philadelphia and Baltimore
the line* connect with the Franklin line* to Boston
and tno International to Bangor, under ayr« nolo
schedule for reciprocal uae of wire*. Tlte line* of
tb is corporation are being at present extended in four
diverse directions, via.:. From Cincinnati to Chicago,In which direction they have already 120 utiles or
wire strung trom Chicago to Bogansport, Ind.; from
Tenneaeee >tate line to Memphis. Tenn., from Day¬
ton to Port Wayne and Biuia, to Intersect a ine of
poles already placed, in part construction of s
second route from Chicago to the Fast by
way of the lake cities and the Interior
towns of New York Btate; from Petroleum
centre hv way of Kldeonto and other oil regiontowns to*srd Buffalo. The poles are also being pro¬
cured for the purpose of making an early extension
of the line to New Orleans. to which city, it is ex¬
pected, the line will be completed early in February,in- una win ai*o be pushed to St. Boats from Cin¬
cinnati during the fail months, and arrangementsare now being made which, It is expected, will ex¬
tend the line from St Bonis to Jefferson City,Omaha, and Beavenworih in the same period. The
I'acidc and Atlantic Telegraph Company of the
('oiled State# alms at being the second great tele¬
graph line In this country, and with that view its
officers took such measures eariy in Its progress as
to effectively bar any efforts for its absorption with¬
out a written consent of the stockholders. While its
permissible capital 1* $.1 isw.ouo, yet no more of its
stock Is sold tkan Is oectewary, from Mine to tun-,fur the extension vf be woes, the object i»>uig to

nn?,K.l!,e "n*1 to all the desirable points la tbe

canlm! ,e;UK B08®b'e expeu allure of
i!S® ha* h*®0 bl"u " such a

£iy?g? ""f tbat It aeems probable that all neces-
Paying points fro u Omaha to Njw York

li? "I. Urteail« an<l Moolle to Wash oirtou Balti-

S22Td ''to'toelpuia wUI be reached with an ex-

n-m n,ore .to" one-half or the autiio-
Pw capital. The retail no far of this economy

[" ls toat ihe lluea indicated have been
tor three years of their three and a half *earn
existence dividend paying lines, having ma>
ir»iTT conBeu«tlve quarterly dividends at the vate
of ten per cent per annum, besides placing a p<>£!!n
of their earnings to the credit of a surplus or efulT
KnLVf 1 beae earnings were made uiUer p"»vy

iM ?£ rat®% "to*"1* from lorty *> slaty ptT
cent under the rates charged previous totn..,»r».oi
Uig ol the Pacific aud Atlantic. We laenUou this onIv
as conclusive mat whe.-e telegraph Maes am Cm
wiTh5^ 'M Pn?JUU b®6" without rings ana aokdy

an.ejre to the economical disbursement of the
stockholders' money, low rates of charges for tele-

atochholde^and^who^hample enumeration to

SaTssurs&«iiCiU^Ss
fiT toe vice presidents St uie NaUorS%oJd of
Trad©, ls the I'renident ofthe Pacltlc &nj Atlantic t«ip-

M^7npany 0f the «nltofi StoS«d a bodyof
six directors are associated with him In me manaw-
ment or this so far successful corporation! k

__ *UJ' ,'f"IA TBLKUBAPU COMPANY.

under a smudai«h«r?«J***110 "nP'iaY bi incorporated
unaer a special charter, grauted by the Legislature

Tines In Te aod
iiuls id the Chineae empire. The fniittwimr upp

the priucipal omcersi-AndVew <i! cSrUn Pr22
222"' SL'eb<!bu M'0"'03. vice President; Ueorge Co-
naut, Secretary, aud Qeorge Kills, Treasurer The
organization of the Kast India Comp^ ls such iw
to at ouce command public confidence. The urnioi-
piU stockholders are Kusiern merchants of the high¬
est s.audinx, many of whom have resided in Cinu t
aud are possessed of an intimate knowledge of ilie
coininerce aud resourcesof that vast empire Among

seuTco"o^ oft? !%rbea> ttuSS-
houses ^n''the rh.n! , J>,'deat uaJ 11,081 extensive

father nnuir »« u? J ' aad lsaac Idvermore,
ather-lu-iuw to Mr. Anson ilurllngarne. Through
Mr. Burllngame's iuiluente the Chinese governiiiett
conceded to the Kast India CompaS KrivSof
IffZSf?1* to® great feaporuj from Canton to
lliU-tHiu, the port 01 i (Juil by submarine* cahlpri

rou^ou/e1^1!?Piar!!julur8 u Wlil **wen thut the

COnne^ts with^ri^r an .4ajpany BlWie8 throughana
n?».a®pt8 with larger andmore populous commercial
Ports than any other Hue In the world, canton the

pemt, has a population or l.ooo.ooe. Macao,
. ? kecoud station, has a population of t;u ooo* thence
t ho lino goes through lioiv Kong, with Its 'iu ooo in
habitants Swatow, with Amor tfjwoand

Wan Phi. J! Wl® Uu® are tllu Cities of

rome mo o£? ii ?"'10'. numbering between thein

Z7X thm . itw'Ji Uen. C0'aes tlaugtchean,
on is shiSfhiSPV/h^^E fud to*1"/ lurtuer

i«a.
biiughae, with a population of over l out) oou

inficm uS'ibM ^w!ft.b0ard cit,ea company
win carry its lino to Napkin, which has 400 ooii in-

oiUA^^anThereUee 'iS1'0*!?' wU" 104 Population
There can b+ no doubt but that ihht liue

win prove more rumuertilve than any American or

toUwK i?ewnid0? ,r .treble tneUgth added

tween iimr hifLtlle connecting liua be¬
tween thut now beliw constructed for the

graph88 with W »aa ^clJo' tell*
Snf J ©kin vlI Benring strait aud

with Asla^ As^?ivS*iofi dlrect conununlcation

paSy wa?rM?dJSeSfcSt o^'heE^ftTnlim'S
««f thS wh?S? construit hues within tne empire,
to Cbin^tSSeJer,,PSr7 mm to® telegraphic rmx-

TArmrv^ th. n?gi ? v'*i'a'cutta, the Hussians via

'.^ftory or the projectors cf the line from San Prau-

S thl JLay, of Bellrl,« strait.neither couTd
,be great commerci at winch they were alui-

lug, except over tbe intenal line. The aDDiication

whi?hrullMion to conatru<t a line within the empire
which waa forwarded ttiriugn Mr. Kuriiugauie was

Snm^r^tod, muolhJtto ifiSre"MS
cfltaJUsts, wno, as soon L

eml.l,ad dont thelr utmost to
secure so valuable a cucesslon for thema^ivp.
Thus originated tbe East India Telegraph Comuanv*
Tr^n.Wl^.tourtorediu 18M. Thecomponyhasbeml
tha^amonnt win*1°01>00o.00°.and It is believed
In?i Jl.ount wto be sudcient for tbe completion

?!!. ^"'Pujeut of the line between Canton aud l'e-

crcased trf «.! (25. iSil0?? 01 tn° oapitS bSSJK
c caaed to $z,ooo,ooo if oecessary. Two hnndrod
!a°<?8aD dollart of th© ntock has been set apart to
be disposed of in the United States. $100 000 in Kn

n?Md f1^411 ChU* Th^ forelg^' commerce
°^to® P°rU,.to be connectcl by the East India Uoin-

» J. .i" SSftotod at 1900,000,000 per annum

Jnfarn^i that from these ports the immense
t hrnnJi, commerce of the whole empire is distributed

iXSttSAS.
KJfoSKltoK' "°mltU "-«»"««« pleco vf

_
TUB NATIONAL,

a ^lew tlTD ch«!??,!'ap,tl.Cornpaay ,s organize with
thfTsiwlKva . #i! ^ telegraphic correspondence
throughout the Lulled States, and Intends locating
Its otllces at all pouits where there Is a probability of
a f£r Pro»U being realized. The cMiuC is

5? B5»^ e!Lh,10,r,(!00' d,Tlded lnto shares

fg&SBmssBSSM
with all fhe ^be constructed of the best materials'

S^gSSHS
H»:a«Ss

points on this Continent. The nr nrinSf pr,Uc,pa?

Tjrasurer, Frederick Frenttee^iwV«»t0he,i H,«utte®»
rt alter, and General Supenntendcnt, K^N. KeymL0'
HEAVY SUIT FOA DAMAGES AGAAST A RAILROAD COMPANY.

[Prom the Sew Orleans Republican, l>ec. 16.)In ihe Mxtli Distil t t our: i lie heirs of Heorgo F.
Knight, through their tutor, sue the 1'ontchartrain
Railroad Company for fAO,,oo damages, Incurred bythe dealh of both their parents, which ensued
through the faulty and dangciroua construction of
the platform at the depot of the company, corner of
Ulrod street and the levee, tbo catastrophe having
occurred on Sunday afternoon, tho Join of July,
lHWt, The petition alleges that the difficulty ex¬
perienced in stepping from the platform to the ear
stent had catMM the wife, Mrs. Knigiit, to tie pre¬
cipitated from the steps, and that 111 consequence
she fell between the platform and the train or cars
ou the track; that at tho moment, Mrs. Knight being
In this perilous position, the conductor and engineer
put the cars in motion, by means of which she be¬
came entangled anil caught between the moving
cars and pia'furm and was horribly crushed to death.
That said (ieorge K. Knight labored with all his

might to extricate his wne and save her life, but
without avail, and she wa- killed before his eyes.
That he himself became cot tugieu, caught between
the cars and the platform, his leg torn in a shocking
manner and other Injuries inflicted, and It was wli h
great difficulty lie was rescued from Immediate
dealh.
That ta consequence of th» injuries then and there

received, the pain and suffering he endured, ami Ihe
shock to his ndnd cause,i by the horrible ueaih of his
wife, he lingered vuly lor a luriulght and died
August 7, 1806.
¦ 'I hat the injur'es to their parents, of which both
died, was caused by warn of skill, gross carelessness
aud negligence on the pari of said rnilroad companyIn ihe construction of their platform; that the plat¬form is unsafe, inconvenient, difficult and dangerous|or passengers.
The heirs therefore claim damages In |40,00o,?tilth accrued to their father during litis

lifts time, from tho P-erlng and manglingoi his body and llmus. the loss of his
htklfh, neglect of bis business, r penses for
piAsn lana, medicines, nurse-. Ac. that these causes
of wtion survive In the person* of his minor chll-
drei who have thrmaelvet suffer*! great loss and
daukge In consequence of the terftbie catastrophe,In tld loss of the lostertng care and protection of
their varents and In being deprived of ihe benefit of
their <\hor and industry, support and education earlyIn lite, they being all very young, and one yet an In¬
fant; lniietng left orphans while yet on the threshold
of existence, and at a period of life when most need¬
ing the bud offices anu the dlrec lng hand of paren¬tal care,and In other loss ami damage to a largeamount; therefore pray for judgment according$60,doo datisge* aud $10,oot vlmiiuivo damages lor
the gross u>g,eit of the company.

WHO IS MNAAO'
|1 rom the Vashingtoa Binning Union, I»eo. I#.)>>.,»id Is t'je colored member of Congress from
uisiaua. »f» la a dingy muiatto, thirty years of

age. and of medium statute. Me speaks fluently,but incoherenty, and profdtses to i* a politician or
no mean pretention*. He eats he is tbo grandsonof 0«: .«rai Menard, who emigrated from the provinceof I/ouistana to Illinois before that Mate became a
memiier of the Union. Menterd labored on a farm inSouthern Illinois until he was nineteen, when he re¬
moved to the northern p*t of the stale. Thereby worked during the summer mm,, us and attendedschool during winter. In l«W» he enured I.Iberia Col¬lege, Ohio, where he leratUncd until 1*61, when hevisited Canada, returning fc> the United States in1868. He entered the army a« hospital steward Inthis city, but remained only a few months, when he
was assigned tdeek in the immigration Moreen of the
Interior Department. The prejudice exhibited to¬
wards him In bis official pod t ion s,*>n Induced him
to resign, and, disgusted with the government, he
sailed for MrIrish Honduras. Here he was employedby the HrifMh Honduras company to make an ex¬
ploration af the country, which be did to the sntis-
faciioD of the government He next visited Jamaica
and llaytl, returning to New York In 1m>6. Here he
remained out a short time, and again shipped for
New Orleans, where he arrived in September, and,
as he nays, commenced at once to urganue V«S re-
pub icaa party u/ the .miqUl

rJE CJ'a COW AID LEGAL TEIDLft
QCESTIOX.

bW/nut Oplaloa of the Cont of Awoola of
"iii7lud-Tk< Liability of a Bank to Pay
be Cola la Data Where Cola le Specially
Depooited Affirmed.lieview of the Do-

[Prom the Baltimore Sun, Aec. 18.]
We give an official copy of tne opinion of the Court

of Appeals In the case of A. 8. Abell A Co. vs. Chesa¬
peake Bank (John S. eatings, President), involving
the liability of special contracts for coin. The case
Is remanded back for trial to the lower court here on
the merits of the facts Bhowing a contract, by reason
of the special deposit of $3,000 In gold,
made by the plaintlffii in the bank In De-
ceinoer, 1801, and entered in the plaintiffs'
bank book by the receiving teller of the Institution
as "cash (coin) $3,000." Though the trial has to be
gone over again. It la with 'the fact In view that the
Court of Appeals has decided In Its decision that
"when a party agrees to pay In coin, the constitu¬
tional standard of value, and the unquestioned legal
currency or the country, there Is no Justice or pro¬
priety in allowing him to discharge his obligation by
paying In a currency of less Intrinsic value." It is
proper to sav that the litigation has settled two
points which were at Issue between the plaintiffs and
the defendant In that case. A Jury has found that
the plaintiffs were correct In their statement that the
defendant received from them a deposit to the
amount of $3,003 In gold coin upon the express
agreement that It would return this sum on
demand In coin; and the highest court in
this state has now decided that the Chesapeake
Bank committed a breach of this contract, when it
refused to repay this sum In coin on the demand of
the plaintiffs, and that the tender of $3,000 in legal
tender notes was not a compliance with the legal en¬

gagement of tbe Chesapeake Bank. These were the
points at Issue between the Chesapeake Bank and
the proprietors of this Journal, and we are content
with the vindication of our course, which the Judg-TV 10It UIC TIUUIVAI/IU1I Ul VUl lyUUIUVt VV lllvU tilO JllUJ
ment of the Court of Appeals conclusively afford 1.
The whole Bublect is now before the SupremeCourt, it is believed that the Supreme Court will

also recognize the right to contract In either cur¬
rency.either In gold or paper.even If It sustains
tbe legal tender acts; but it Is also believed that the
supreme Court will hold that gold, pending the sus¬
pension of specie payments. Is In effect a commodity
as well as a currency; and that damages are pro¬
perly estimated in tne patter money of the country,
which Is exclusively a currency, and not In gold, and
are, of necessity, to be understood as so calculated.
Although men may differ with the Supreme Court in
relation to the constitutionality of the legal tender
acts, we cannot conceive that there will be anydifference In opinion us to the currency In which
damages ought to be entered where gold itself Is the
subject of the contract. Tbe price of gold, In cur¬
rency, expresses both the value of gqld and of paper
on anv named day, and a verdict in currency can
alone express the true amount of damage occurring
on any named day, from a breach of contract in
gold.

THK OPINION OP THE COURT OP iPPKlia.
The Chesapeake Batik vs. A. & AtmU A Co on an.

bank» 48 oriSdn»i defendant, from the
Superior Court of Baltimore. In thla case at An-

?w»«'/* AIvey delivered the opinion of the
Appeals on the 9th Instant as follows*.

.».
amended declaration m this case, containing

the common counts on assumpsit, and also a sDeciaf
count, for that on the soth ofRmKf
sideratton that the plaintlOR, at the reoneat
defendant, would dearer to the
certain coin to the value of $3,000, in the goid^fnd
sliver coin of the United states ide defendantundS?.
took and promised to return and pay to the plaintiffsnnitsIPSXL^ d*® 8uin in gold and sliver coin of the
I nited States, when the plalntlus should, bv check
drawn npon the defendant, ask and demand mtnra

and payment of the same; anHhat^ttMtotaSffl?
confiding in snch undertaking and promise did then
deliver to the defendant the com uSri «n

terms aforesaid; and d!U <mthea«hofM« iJL a!
their check demand of the defendent returnaml
payment to them of the said sum of $3,000 in sold and

Sr'fc0' EM?."? ^«ssss
nilad^i' W* declaration the defendant

"HIS
**«£ 'rtal Ave bills of exceptions were taken bv

a£d ihSshh^ f®Urto'he admissibility of evidence
.nl ttoMh to the refusal to grant prayers offered
by the defendant, and to the instruction given the
Jury by the court. We shall consider and dispose of
these several exceptions in the order in which the«
appear to have been taken at the trial.

us to the ruling of the court, to which the

JXLeX.leptLoa. Wfn taken, we discover no error of
which the defendant could complain. The single
entry In the bank book kept by the plalntlffkiwlth uie

of ttle deposit made on the Decern
WM "ffert'd in evidence by the plaintiffs for

i.uC|ffu,rp09e °f vertf-','nK »*« testimony of witness
Habliston. and of showing the nature of the nari?
Cttlar.entry made hy the defindantat the time EX."
(llcative of the character of tne deposit in au'estinn
If was not offered to show the general state of the »r
count contained In the book, bat simply to ahowine
character of one entry therein, as that might reflect
upon the nature of the contract under which the de.
Posit was made. The plaintiffs, therefore wero not
bound to put. in evidence all the otner entries in the
book, and when the book was nlared in iill n -.?.
of the defendant, to be used by u as evidence for
any legitimate purpose that miglit be thought proiw

JuirtLm0n! reaaonioiy PJe're
Second.The second exception presents a ones,

tion as to the admissibility or proof of usage In ref
eronce to the Import and effect 01 the entry of me

of iii* ' 1W.1' uud the proper construction
I facts,and circumstances unending it.

After giving evidence of the circumstances of the
deposit with the defendant, the entrv thereof In the
p.amtlfni bank book, tin* demand of itie coin by check
ami the price of gold at the time of the denosit and'
alsoat the time ol thedemsnd.atid thebankixiok with
certain balances struck therein, having b£n'mm
given In evidence by the defendant, tliepiamtiffs then
by several witnesses, most of them bank offlcon
offered to prove, first, that according to Uie awneroi
and wen known usage of the banks of Kiu of

o.Hi I"!!!1*' ,,elor® und at the tline 01 the de¬
posit in question and ever since, the entry oiieml
in evidencein this case toporis an ^eementTu
kmd a7id ihat''«i,.e.<ienUa,it 10 returu ,l,e deposit in
emu, and that such evidence was offered lor tin.

HiUi!'n,e .up'ulnlnga laient or patent ambiguity
I 1 1 L : 14,1,1 "©condly, that according to

surhsmif! f "tri*iu®«d ba.uuces subs< quentiy to
such entry does not work any change In the therein

particular deposit where the balances

T
"'ore ih.in the amount of the deposit

hf r.
W tbe defendant objected and"

cxcejded.
0Vem,Ua* lljp objection, the defendant

whePtn«th?s^!rJIt,0n.tTS "lea: first,
wrif trier trio special contract, such as wa**sought to
he «'8tabl)rtbf»<i !$jr prool ol tae usa^e xtativt m i»4l.
offer, is specially enfurdble irrespective Iff w ^' w
known as the l gal tender acts. D isse,i i.v tle'r,m
Krt»*n ol the I states; and lecoadlr whether
inch usage waiatluilmiole forme purnoHeof n Lk12
Ithe'dears'nom'',pt'CilU contriK'L alleged m
r 1. If the sp-cial contract for the pavment in soerie
could not ne enforced otherwise than aa fm «n
ordinary debt, without regard to Its special terms

be withSnt".EST, *° '** proved woui.i
' *)tbout ®fleet or operation, and therefore ir-
relevaut or inadmissible. But we aro of onln-

ni rmli hi .hi
",e cou,nict 'x1 esiabllahed ai

alleged In this case the plaintiffs would lie eu-
titled to receive in specie the amount of the mm
with interest thereon, payable in like curren'V
from the time of the demand. There is uo reason
why such contract should not be specltlcallv en
forced. When a party agrees to payln c52 the
con.MtitufloQai Mtamiam o? vaiue and the au/iues
t oned icgal currency of the country, there il mi
ml! m>i°r.pr0Ph,etjr ,n .llow"bf him to discharge
!ii- ? f P^yug in a currency of less m-
trlnaic value. V\ hei her the congress of the I nited
States has legalised a sulmtuV,ted currency Tr
whether it be competent for it to make legal tender
?! an^° ®r currency than gold or silver, are oucs-
tiona that do oof affect aud are apart frt>ui the uhli

!E M"°.f.i,H>^i,n,racl' .n', hUlunigh UongroM has

J lare<i the Tremoiry notes Issue.) by virtue of the

,?LXf.brumrjr lm> anU ot ""bsequont acta, to
be lawful money aud a legal tender in pay nn>nt of
all private dobta within the United Mutes His n<.
to be supptwed It was Intended to Impair and vi?
fa. J n,ull / a" P"»vlous special contracts stum
lat.ng lor payment lu com or bullion or Insi
such contracts should not be thereafter made and
enforced according to their special terms and stiou
hted value. N.r .re we wananied in sSppi" ^ Ihat
It was the intention of tbe CobS^ «i thai niSSl

ot thei^ b'gai tender
to tbollsh from clrcuiaUon and altogether stnwr^f*
the gold and sliver coin of the Stry maK
currency. Nothing appears in the provmiona ^
talnly would tw*1 mmiflid1 h'onatruoU(.»"'! 't ccr-

Joatlfled by no mere implication
tin the contrary, by the act of February lsiix
certain does demanded by the government of t .t
United .states arc ret,uired to b^aill in coin .nJ?
certain of tne obligations of the government are
to be paid in the ean.e curronr^ m T.,m*
gulehed from Treasury notes; and by the act of
the 3d of March, itma, it wae provided that 22 rnf
compote for ihe purchase orP7oan of ?2ln «r
upon security of any certificate, or other evidence

ShJlTffS paTable ,n silver colu. there
sboum be a government stamp n*ed, otherwise ufe
same to be void. Thus it appeirs not only that7" n

unn «n!fr. Kn"'.toi'® wuhdraevn from rirS
tion End to rfaM® to be i ounrDcv but that. (Hai

validity of special contracts parable m coin 12 dfi
tinguishable from paper cunwnSK lieSraMv're
Uff^^t2C27n0tlmnf^f1.8 SUp",n,e the
cniw htauje in the recent case of Thompson v».

. i
' 'n cuusiderlng a question ver*

uki ..f? aD,,cr consideration in tins case
said:."Uontrmeis iietween a hanker and n,a

pi TZ, ?n Imhion or"ln^
answer lu damages for Its value; .2!isoffo«
ufsTwwr S 27 "7^CI^P,, '"ip,,r' ,h6 render of
(n«cp«p<rti a |t<knI lender, ami hi ih uuU «»i mv
maut tn« prouiUMo cau recover only ,^mauet Td

not Its nominal value. (Robinson vs. Nobis, 8 Pet.,188; McCormick vs. Toottar, 10 saagt. and K. 96j
Bat where the deposit Is general and there Is no

special agreement proved, the title of the money de¬
posited. whatever it mar be, pastes to the bank, and
and the transaction la unaffected by the character
of the money In which the deposit was made, and
the bank becomes liable for the amount as a debt,
which can only be discharged by such money as Is
by law a legal tender. (Bank of Kentucky vs. Wister
et aL, 2 Pet., 826.)

2. The contract being specifically enforclble, the
next question then is, was the usage offered to be
proved admissible f
Unlike the case of Thompson va Rtggs, Just re¬

ferred to, there was evidence In this case that the
deposit in controversy was not made in the ordinary
way, and without previous inquiry and negotiation
In regard to It. It seems from ihe testimony of Llab-
liston. the plaintiffs' agent, that it was not designed
that the gold should be placed In the defendant's bank
aa an ordinary deposit, and that of the design to
make some special arrangement In regard to it the
defendant's officers were made aware, and acceded
thereto; and hence the designation of the deposit as
coin ui the piaintlffS' bank book. If, then, It was
not an ordinary deposit, to be checked out In tho
ordinary way by checks payable in paper currency,
what were the conditions and stipulations upon
which the defendant waa to account to the plaintiffs t
The simple entry of Itself furnishes nu evidence of
such terms, nor does the oral evidence of the agent
making the deposit tend to establish any express
stipulations In regard to the manner lu wnicn the
deposit was to be paid; and we are at a loss to ascer¬
tain the Intention of the parties, except as >ve may
gather It by implication and presumption from the
attending circumstances. If, however, there be a
general and well established usage or custom upon
the subject prevailing with the banks of the
city or Baltimore, it may be presumed that
the partiea arted in reference to such usage, aad
that terms and conditions not contained in the
written entry, and which were not, by express
words, agreed upon at the time, were, nevertheless,
in the mind of the parties and formed part of the
contract. For, as it was said by Parke, B. Button
vs. Warren, X M. and W., 475, "It lias been sottlid
that In commercial transactions evidence of custom
aud usage is admissible to annex tncideuts to writ¬
ten contracts In mutters with respect to which they
are silent. The same rule has also been applied to
contracts In other transactions of life in which
known usages have been established and prevailed,
and this has been done upon the principle of pre¬
sumption that In such transactions the parties did
not mean to express by writing the whole of the con¬
tract by which they Intended to be bound, but con¬
tract with reference to those known usages." But
such usages, to be admissible, must be shown to be
well established, uniform, general and notorious;lor it is irom those atliibutes of the particular usagethat the presumption arises that the contract was
made with reference to It.

in the case of l hompson vs. Riggs, already referred
to, the Court said that no«vidence of general usage
or custom, in the ordinary sense of those terms, was
offered by the plaintiff or appeared In the record, and
therefore the evidence proposed in that case was
properly rejected.
But it was conceded that customary rights and in¬

cidents universally attaching to the subject matter
of the contract, In the place where It was made, are
Impliedly annexed to the language and terms of the
contract, unless the custom Is expressly aud particu¬larly excluded, lu the case now before us there Is
nothing either in the evidence or the nature of the
transaction Itself to exclude the operation of the
usage offered to be proved. It Is doubtless true that
evidence of usage win not be admitted to contradict
or vary the express stipulations of a contract restrict-
lng or enlarging the exercise of the customary right;
nor will it be admitted to control the general rules of
law or the real meaning of the parties. But it Is
because of the absence of express stipulations in
the contract under consideration that proof of exist
lng usage in reference to which the contract Is sup¬posed to have been made is admissible. In order to
ascertain the real meaning of the parties. "Omis¬
sions may be supplied in some cases by the intro¬
duction of sucli proof, but It cannot prevail over or
nullify the express provisions and stipulations of the
contract. Bo that where there is no contract usagewill not make one, as It can only be admitted either
to interpret the meaning of the language employedby the parties In the absence of express stipulations,or wnere the meaning Is equivocal or obscure" (6Wall, 879; Bliven vs. New Eng.»Screw Co.. 28, Bow.,431; add. on Contr., 853; Grcemeaf on Evld., sec.
292.)
We are, therefore, of opinion that the court below

committed no error In overruling the objection to
the proffbr made by the plaintiffs, and that the evi¬
dence of the usage, such as was proposed to be
shown to exist, was admissible for the purposes for
which It was offered.

3. ine ttura and fourth exceptions will be disposedof together, as they both present the same question,and in regard to the ruliuga of the court below, as
stated In these exceptions, we think there was error.
Instead of pursuing the profiler stated In the second
bill of exception and proving as a fact the existence
of a general snd well known usage prevatUng wlth
the banks of the city and existing before and at tue
tune of the deposit in question, the plaintiffs under¬
took to establish the usage by proving a lew partiou-iar Instances of dealing in some two or Uires oi tne
banks, not Including tliat of tbe defeudant. This
mode of proving the existence of the usage, even if
tne transactions referred to by the witnesses were
of s character different from that proved by them, la
wholly inadmissible. The transactions detailed by the
witnesses, however. Instead of proving the existence
of a general uniform and notorious usage upou the
subject, according to our construction of tneui, provelust the reverse. The plaintiffs were bound to prove,under the proffer and according to the rules of law
upon the subject, the existence of the general usageand practice prevailing with the bauks us a fact, and
not as a matter of Judgment or opinion of the wit¬
nesses deduced from the manner or dealing In a few
Instances in particular banks. (Lewis vs. Marshall,7 Man. and Gt. 1M; Alleu vs. Mer. Uauk, 22 Wend.
222: Adams va-Otterback, 15 Md. 348.)
We thiuk, therefore, that It was error to allow such

evidence ss that contained In tuese exceptions to be
submitted to the jury.

4 We couie now to the consideration of the de¬
fendant's prayers set forth In tue filth exception.
The first ol these prayers was properly rejected. It
assumes that the deposit sued for was madulu the
ordinary way. and could be paid iu legal ten¬
der noies, and that tho bans was not bound
to pay In coin. If. as we have sa.il,
there i»e a special contract to pay lb
nothing but specie or coin would gratliy tne
demand, anl it was for tbe jury to determine, from
ml the lactsand circumstances attending the matting
of the deposit, whether such special .contractexisted. Habliston, the witness, proved that at ne
request of .ho plaintiffs he weut to tbebankoftnc
defendant to ascertain whetuer It would re c.ve a
suect-ii deposit: that lie spoke to the receiving telh r
Of the bank by whom he was referred to the cashier,
who agreed U. receive it, but requested the witness
to put the coin In a box; aud upon ihe '
lug he had no box the cashier directed toe teller 10
receive the gold as a special deposit, and so enter It
on tne bookT that witness th-u went after the gold
and took it io tne receiving teller, who
the plaintiffs' book. '1 he entry u as folows.-istfi,

as compared with paper curreuey. was at a
premiuiu. wdh a strong prospect °f *
depreciateof Mwrt.oney of. J;ThMefseUwere all before thejury, and from Uie.n
ihe special contract declared on might cr nt^ht twt
he found to exist. Upon the hypothesis that su<.h
special con'ract existed the checks Jfiade ptop^rdemand and the delendaut was In deiault In not
paving the amouDt In com, instead ol wmbTtug lt
in ~Ti easurv notes. It would therefore have oe. u
manliest error to grant the prayer, whereby the jury
would have been instructed unconditionally 'bat tne
demand was not sufficient aud the plaintiff, there¬
fore, not entitled lo recover.

I lie second and third prayers were ahoprojer y
rejected. What la lawful money of the United r'ta'tjother than gold and sliver coin la a question of lawwStel. should have been rclcrre.lto nccou to
decide and not to the jury. Nor is all Jthe in. ncy
emitted bv the United rtiates made legal tender,
though authorised by law. Hut by the second Pra*"
the iiirv would have l>een required to flBd for the
(lef» iiiiant upon beinil initialled tliat tiie tlcfendanwtreSS and prepared and offered to paytoe aum
demanded in lawful money of the UnitedMates
other than gold aud ailver coin. Tl.la was wholly in

aUwe?hmk the court below waa '\*btlnrejectlngthA iipff*n(i>int,s fourth prayer. It wan, in to# umi
place calculated to mislead the Jury, as well
of us abstract and general character as of the im¬
pression likely to be producedJ^ IL that »/theen£1eain tlia books of debit and credit were found lone
correct all the special facta and circumstancest
tending the depomt of the 80th of l»ecember i«.sL
were to he excluded from consideration. I .»rra
aiiouid lie so trained as to instruct and not to misleadtne miu.um me Jury m to the manner of consider-

"tiffinthe prayer lo sssert, as a
matter of law, tliat from the state of accounts be-
tween the parties aa exhibited by the oonka in evi¬
dence the jury were bound to conclude that mpre
was no special contract in regard to th# deposit InTnreuon. or that the benefit of such a^;coo rontract, if made, ha«l been wsiycuand abandoned by the subsequent chw-kmg
on and balancing of the account, although
upon each occasion of balancing the account an
Atnouut larger than the amouut In controversy waa
found to be to the plaintiff'* credit, we cannot assent
to the proposition. For while it la un<'oub£? f
that, ordinarily, In a running 'f th.credit, It la the first item on the debit aide of tne
account that Is discharged orredneed bytheflrst
u.m nn »iia rwlit Aid©! ind in til© CW®
account, where all ihssums prnd in form one billedfund, It is the urst sum paid in that Ila fir* drawn

special agrenment between ^f^^'vi^VsUat3^be varied, aa In the caae of V *®
lillgh N. 1, where an agant who bad. In a pre¬
vious account, charged nimself with a balance
due from hitn, continued to receive money for
his principal and to pay money out, it was
determined that ma payment* were not necessu-
rlly to be nrst applied to the extinction of tne
previous balance, tne recelps being equal to tbe
payments. bee also the oasee of lay lor vs. Kymer,
» M. * Ad., mo, and llenniker v*. \v Igg, 42 B. 723.
The subsequent payment of checks and the strikingof balances on the bank book from time to time
would not therefore necessarily extinguish the «|ieclal deposit in question, If, from the fact* snd clr-

it,a wasfloa nf nllhoP f)f
( llfil tiruvnie iu "i ------

cumstanee* of the case, the parties or either
them appear to have had a different intention; ami
such Intention is a subject of Inquiry for the Jury.The defendant's fifth prayer we mink should have
been granted, rhe proffer to prove usage made In jthe second exception does not ap|>ear to have tieen i
gratified. ami tne eyiueuoe allowed to Ua given to |

establish tacb usage, set out in the third and fonrtB
exceptions, we have determined to ue not only In#
sufficient, but wholly inadmissible for such purpose.
And upon the state of case then before the Jor#the defendant's sixth prayer should also have been

granted. It very properly stated the law upon thtf
assumption that there was evideuc; before the juryfrom which they might hud the existence of usage*But we think the court below w.s right in rejectstog the defendant's seventh prayer. It proposed notonly to exclude the effect of mage upon the entry oftne aoth December, 1861, but also to exclude all ln»rerences and conclusions that might be drawn fromthe relation of the particular form and terms of thnentry Itself to the facta aud circumstances nude*which it was made. This, if arauted as an instruc*tlon, wonld have been erroneous.As to the defendant's eighth braver, the plaintiff!were entitled to recover only In the event of thwfinding by the Jury of the special contract to pay lacoin, no demand having been made for payment Inany other currency, and although this prayer didnot require the jury to specify in their verdict th®character of the money round to be due, still thofinding would have been certain enough to hsvoenabled the court to render the proper judgment t®secure to the plaiutiflH the benefit of their contract.The prayer should have been grained.The ninth prayer of the defendant, In the nature ofan exception to evidence, has already been disposedof, in determining the question raised by the thirdand fourth exceptions as to the admissibility of thoevidence offered to prove usage.It now remains for us to consider the instructionthat was given to the jury by the court in lien of thovarious prayers that were,offered and rejected.This Instruction was erroneous because It put th®jury to fiud a usage of which, as we have said, then®was no sufficient evidence. It was etroneous, how-
ever, lu another particular. By it the Jury were in«structed that If they found the existence of the specialcontract declared 011, and that d. maud had beenmade, and a refusal to pay in specie, "that then thoplaintiffs are entitled to recover a sum equal to thovalue of $3,000 iu gold on the 28th of May, 1864, withInterest thereon." The proof was that on the 28t!iof May, 1864, gold was at eigbiy-Uve and eighty-sixand a half premium, and uuder this Instruction a,verdict was found for $6,160 30, upon whlcti judg¬ment was rendered. This is justified, we think, b/no principle of law or reason.
Suppose that at the time ofdemand made gold, In-'

stead of being at eighty-five premium, had been at'
200 premium, and at the time or trial of this cause if
had been at uo premium at all, would It have beenthe proper measure of justice to have allowed a res
covery of $o,ooo, with interest thereon, from the tiintfof demand, to discharge the debt of $3,000. It.
would be not only the triplication of principal that
would be objectionable, but the a lowanco of interest
on the original debt at the rate of eighteen per cent
instead of six, which would be a clear violation of
the Usury law of the State. If such proposition iSjnot maintainable neither is the instruction under
which the verdict In this cause was rendered, as, tlio
supposed and the actual proposition involved In th®
instructions are the same, only differing In propoivtlons. j
Gold and silver, at rates regulated by law, constl*

tute the legal standard of value aud form a currencylu which parties are entitled to deal to the exclusion!of all other, when specially nominuted in the conxjtract; and In this case the prominent error in th®
Instruction of the Court was In directing a convert
sion of the stable and intrinsically valuable gold colnf
Into the unstable and depreciated paper currency^aud making the value of the latter, as compared wit tx,gold at a particular period, the medium and mcasuro
of recovery. The suit was for a certain amounff
computed In gold currency, and the extent of then
plaintiffs' right of recovery In the event that tha
special contract was found to exist was the $3,00®
in gold, with Interest thereon froin the time of th® 1
demand. There was no reason for tne commutation jof the one currency to tne other. If by!the contract the plaintiff* were entitled to receiv®
gold, there Is nothing In tho law to pr&jvent their getting It through the medians
of a Judgment. On the contrary, by article am
of our Code or pnblio general laws, section 1, ltd
is declared that the species of coins struck at th®
mint of the United States, and foreign corns at rate*
regulated by Congress, "shall be taken aud recogl
nized aa the currency of this State." In ordinary]cases the Judgment Is simply rendered for so many
dollars and cents, without characterizing the moneyIn which It la to be paid: but lu a case like the pre*
sent It would be not only proper but necessary to!
prevent any subsequent question being made as tqthe right to pay in a different ourrency, to designate
in the Judgment the species of money that the pialn^tiffs may be entitled to receive.^ in other words, th®
Judgment should be rendered for so many dollars^payable In gold or allver, as the caso may be. jDiffering from the court below iu the particular!
specified In tnls opinion, we mu.t reverse the judgp
ment appealed from, and award a procedendo.
Judgment reversed aud procedendo awarded.
Decided December 9, is6i.

PUBLIC EDUCATION.!
Distribution of Certificates and Medals a|

(Grammar School No. 39. -~4
The semi-annual distribution of certificates at the

female department of Grammar ScUool No. 29, in thffj
first ward, came off yesterday morning, and waff*
made the occasion of a fete day for the popllsJ
teachers and friends of the institution. It is odior
to mane comparisons In regard to schools, as It Is li
almost any matter; but the statement must be mad
and maintained that the exhibitions of proficiency,
advancement and general discipline among th<
scholars at this Institution stamp H
yond doubt as one of the most credltabli
schools In the entire city. The school
is creditable, because It is located In a portion of ihi
city which many naturally suppose to be almost e

tirely deserted, as far as residences are concerned,
and Is crowded In by the demon of trailtc so mud
as to give rise to the Idea that business would erg!
long crowd It entirely out of existence. Besides thdj
certificates which were to be presented there wer®
two handsome gold medals to be awarded for gens
eral ex cellence and regularity of attendance. These?
medals were the gilts of Congressman John Fox an^
Judge Edward Hogan, and were made the morff
valuable to the winners by the fact that they wer®
unexpected during the year. There were also k
number of other prizes, such as books, wrlttna
desks, workboxes and dolls, presented by tha
several teachers to deserving members of the difffereut classes.
At me time the exercises opened there were present

Mr. Thomas I oes<, clerk to the Board of Education#
Commissioners Dnptgnac, Hall and Warren; int.
spectors J vim Gticibou, James Kelly, James W«
Gerard and K. Llttleiield; Janici M. tllller, buierlnC
tendentof School Buildings; ex-:uayor James liars
per. itev. Dr. Thompson, School Superintendent
Jones, Trustees Hergner ntid lia ley and a numbs#
of prominent citizens of this ami tne adjoining dial;ir.eis. Air. J. C. Bailey, of the Board of Trustees^presided, and opened the exercises with a few
appropriate remarks, alter twitch the cntlr®
school sang in good time "Aald l.utig .syne." It'
may here be remarked that the programmes
was most Judiciously arr*n m<t. "Auld Lanffj
Sine" must have struck a cloud in the heart?
of muny 01 the visitors present who knew ami
lived In the First waril in the days 'dang syne," ami
who, finding themselves the guests ol the rislnd
generation of that locality, could noi avoid tiie fllghl
or memory to me tinio wiion In-titiiiintis such aff
that ihey were in were unktiuwu uud unthouglit o/Vi
I hi programme of exercises was select and gavg
g.ueral satisfaction.

i o give full and merited acknowledgment to tho
various portions of the exercises ns performed it 1®
only necessary to say luat they could not be douqfbetter by any similar class. Tne recitation of tiuf
..Beautiful Gate" by Miss Kinma Iboinpaon was'
very finely delivered, but, good us it was, th®
..Woman's Appeal" by Allss Honors I'ipgott, inusaf
be permitted to carry off the palm. The appeal was)
not for woman's rights, gimlet curls and Bloome®
trousers, bat a solemn, hearty appeal to the hearts,
of American women to do what tney can}
to assist the inatmed soldiers who, a®
street organ grinders, an- obliged to eartr
a pittance "by the shame and not by the sweat of
their nrow." The little missionary.for so she map:
be styied.by her exquisite elocution touched th«
feelings of all present, and many a moMtenedey®
might be seen among her hearers when her appeal
was finished. Mrs. riiddons could not have don®
better, if as well. The selections in reading and thai
other recitations."The Children's Hour," by Bellm
Jaequin, and "Young Cochinrnr," ny Magi
Conners, together with the musical portion of tag
programme.were very creditably given. The
medals were presented by Mr. Bocae to Misses Emms
Thompson aud Charlotte lambrecht in a brief and"

al»<fappropriate address. Short speeches were
made by Mr. James f. Gerard. Rsv. Dr. Thompeo®
and several others among the visitors, all or wnnntj
coinpilinented highly the children. Miss White, thai
principal, and her assistant teachers on the treat off
which they uad partaken.

Distribution at Grtaimr f*rho«l No. 3. »

The semi-annual distribution of certificates to thg)
female department of Grammar Bchool No. a too*
place yesterday at the school building, ooruer of
Grove and Hudson streets,' In the presence of a large
number of the friends of the pupils and the school
officers of the district. A pleasing programme had
been arranged and was creditably gone through
with, after which the Kelly silver medals for general
moral excellence were prevented by the Rev. Dr- A.
R. Thompson, Judge Brady, who was to have
the presentation, not being present, on account of »nq
funeral of Judge kobertaon. The winners of 'ml
medals were Misses Mary A. Altken and
Forbes. Pleasing addresses wore made by
Kelly. Inspector of the district and donor or "in

medals, and members of the local board or rrusu e».

Opening of m New PrimoTJ School.
The new primary school No, *, located on Fast Sit-

frsntli street, near avenns A, was opened yesterday
morning for the reception of scholais. Judging from
(he number who applied for Emission the school

will not be long In being filled, and the advantage
of such an institution in this locality will be araplf
demons!rated. WWr*"*'nonds
ri«*a hni in a short time, when MMMN and pupils
become acqeainWd with Uielr new quarters, a pnuiie
reception will be given.


