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Eoads, and will be taken up and considered imme-
distely after the rocess:—

A bill for the of & ment tele-
graph, under the direction of the Omee Depart
ment, between New York and Was!

be lt enacted by the Senate and Houss of

v Baitlmore, Pniladelphis and New Yark
- for construcling sad for
mmamﬂummgg
B e 0 B
hu.“ ml’o;taggeelgmuvdluw “rfa
w Philad and Balnmore, with suc
o Ao stations as he nlrdﬁnu_ , and 1n
berelnafrer Ibed; such adver-
t ahall be pu in each of smd papers
4 week, for the od of four weaks.
2. And be it further That the pro-
ety by iy b B g
or the 'ors,
w‘;?{lngl the construction of
o, the furnished, or for any two
or of aald ﬂmmwm_
Lne compietely ¢ for use, the mate-
riaa o bonfmmagpmwd quality and ciasa.
Bald proposals shall be trunsmitted to the
ST e ol e "taparimcit ' ae
cenved and o al
same mauner @a proposals fur nrr.mz the
mail are now received and and same

opened,
evidence of abllity wpen’nmlg: contract ahall be
subiutted to the Postmaster General 89 now re-
quired In the case of propusals for carrying the

@l
mma. Anwzanwm ;l'llll. the Post-
madter Gep at e ol opening sald
v, also receive and examins proposal
rrum the propretors of any existing of tele-

of 1 raph between any two of sald oltles,

Jor the lﬁa‘l’( ﬁm herein provided lor, with all

‘N”{ﬁ. irapchiseés, nigots and privileges

Wl

S8EC. 4. And be it further enacted, That upon
ing the proposals first herein ed for mﬁf
master General shall select lowesnt responsible
bids which 1n the aggregate shall aRhow the lowest
co4t of construction and :Ellpmautor the entire 1|
and shall mlmnm mmmn[&m cont ngm [
Aan exist iu® a8 proj any
#hall hnvl':z been made), and, unless the cost of the
latter shull be at least twenty-five per centum below
such lowest reg the proposal for the sale of
such existng line be rejected; If otherwise, it
shall be accepted. 1M this shall be rejected,
then tbe Postimaster General accept the
Bals constituting the lowest aggregate, a8 herein|
fore mentioned.
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EEC. & And be it farther That
officer, agent, operator, clerk or employe
y divul
- ham
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or Attorney, ANy message
recelved or seal or intended to be sent over such
Selegraph line, or tho contents, substanoce,
or weaning of such message, or any part thereof, or
abail wiliully falsufy or aiter any such message by
adding thereto or omitting therefrom any word or
wards, figure or fgures, so a8 t0 maierially change
he sense, purport or meaning of such nessage, o
the injury of the person sending or desiring to sena
Uie same or to whom the mame was directed, the
porson so ofending ehall be deemed gullty of & mis-
demeanor, and shail be punished by a fine not to ex-
cecd §1,000, or imprisonment not to excesd ane year,
ot by votih #uch fine and 1mprisonment, in the dis-
eretion of the Court; provided that when numerals
or words of number occur In any message the
opirator or clerk, sending or recelving, may express
the same In worda or figures, or in both words and
figures, aud euch {act shall Dot ne deemed an sltera-
ton of the wessage nor in any manner adfect ita
grnulneness, foree or valldity,

B i And be iL further enacted, That the sum of
47,000 14 hereby approprinted out of any money in
She Treasury not otberwise approprialed for the pur-
Ppose of carrylog out the provisions of this act,

:

TIOE OPPOMITION TELEGRAPH COMPANIES,
Amcrican Enterprises=New York the News
Contre of the Globe.

What the n:rves are to the human frame the wires
of tLe electrie telegraph are to the world. As yot
fie more civili=ed portions of the globe are pro-
it these wires; vat there can be no doubt
tme will corne when they wiil stretch to
noat ends of the earth, as do the nerves to
e extremitios of the human body. In the United
Btates the fucllittes for telegraphic communicat lon
are being so rapidiy morease  thak, vast ns our s
gessions are, L w Lole will soon be ¢overwd with a
periect network of wire, The telegraph was frst
brougt practical use in 1844, the lipe between
Wasiington and Baltimore belng the first aver lald,

In 1545 e ¢otal pumber of milles of lue
consirnciod and working In this  eountry
was esllmated tw be about 12,000, In IR5E
tho  United  States  boasted of 40,000, and
1l s now eatimated that by the close of the present

Fear the loial milcage of wire will amount %o the
respectabie sum of 120,000 The Increass ln the
numter of wires ruliating from New York has been
proportionale’y large. Two wires esstward and
turee soultiward sufced for the transmission of
mesnages Lo and from this city tn 1848,  In 1858 there
Wore  use cight wires east and ten south, and at
the presvot tine from forty to fifty wires are kept
constanily busy oo each of the above routes. The
sucoess of the Coba ocabie—the first exclusively
Amoricen undertaking In that Une—has given a fresh
impetas to the projects fer the extension of tele-
ETApiie communicalion, snd there can be no doubt
but that within & few years New York will be the
mews cenire not alone of this Continent, but of the
electrically united world.

THE FRANKLIN COMPANY.

The Franklin Telegraph Company organtzed under
& charter from the Sinte of Massachusotts, with g
capitul of $1.000,000. Its oMosrs are:—J, B, Hstearne,
President; E. B. Welsh, Secrctary and Tressurer,
and 1. G. Smith Geuersl Superintondent, Tue prin-
cipal oMoe of the company I at No. 11 Froad atreet,
wlicre ahout sLELy operators are empioyed, sending,
On &0 AVErage, abont L 400 messages and from 10,000
o 20,000 words of press matier over the wires por
day. The lipes from this polot commnnicate with at
ieast 1,000 digereat towns and cltios, and sre rapidly
being extendal sast, west, north and south, o Lhat

Wiltin » veryshort perlod they will embrace the

whole of the Unlied States and the principal cities of

Capade.  The ofMos of the Franklin Company 18 also

fhie preacipal oMios of the opposition Itues leading

oot of this cily, as well a8 of the local lines. 7The

Fraukiln ines radisty in three directions from thia

point, viz: cast, south And northwest—the total mile-

ame being over 3,000, At Boston they conboct

Wwith the Internationdl Company, with Unes
thiovagh salem, Fortamogt ;m;!.a, Anguata,

Rockinuwd,  Hel ¥ &0, o o,
o0 e W the Br ovl and
also with the Northern m’tim running
t ‘ Lowell, r And the prin-
€ipal lowns of New At Baltimore the

P rank e connects with the Pul:l}nmd Atiantie Iues,
“uon'ng WN the ol regions, Wheed.
4= Dayton, Lonleviile, Nashville, Iem-l

6700 B Lning SIESE

» I8 wil

1 and

to Increase their

tion thirty-three and a Eur per ¢ent, In order
necessary wires may be put up immediately.

Ou the 10th of July thke Atlantc wnd Pacldc opened
telegraphio communications with Toledo, Ohlu, and
all intermediate stations between that p int and
TADIALY DUSHIE on owards Ohlsso, 3 the Hopes of
rapidiy on L a opes ol
pthum by mmmo.'l‘uepumber aL

the lutest, At the Atlantic and Pa-
cific will connect with the Misstssippl Valley
Natlonal Telegraph Oomun,r, and thus be
brought into communication with 8t, Paul, Mino.,

Bt. Louls, 8t Jmph“n:.i and all the principal pointa

niong the BOOD A8 the two wires now
en route reach cago the workmen will retrace
their sie Ig{&:x a return line, as it were, to New
York, and time that is compieted the Atlantic

and Pacille will have o direct sommunication
with Milwaukee, It Is the intention of the company
to run thelr additional lines from BufMalo to this clty
along the coursa traversed by the Erle wam in
order to sommunicate with wll the principal & n,
The old wires are stretched along a comparatively
ont-of-the-way track. In a few weeks the Atiantic
and Paciic Com, will have a wire at Cincinnati

their ling toga I8 rapidly approachin
oonﬁlanon. With & capital of $5,000,000, & [arge an
rapidly busluess and * to mon-
0 ol{ and high " for & motto, the Aslantic and
chx o Tele, Company i8 in s poaltion to afford
every accommodation 1o
com have

mon; Treasurer,

i el Pl nemmaTIONAL ooman. 4

chfcered under (be lawe of the Stete of New York
of establishing comm
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well a8 the privilege of
out any part of the Siate, ny
granted similar rlslm and privileges for fourteen
‘ears. From the Spanlan government the company
a8 received all necessary rights and privileges for

forty ,!m Ha , mong other concessions, Lhe
right to carry thelr from Cuba to Jamalca and
Fhanoe b el Ml ¥ Ucesa Wil
within & few years daily communication

The
capital of this company 18 ndvertised at §1,500,000,
The principsl omicers are:—General Wm. F. Smith,
President; Alexander iamilton, Jr., Vice President,
and H. K. Bull, Treasurer,

THE BANKERS AND BROKERS'.

The Bankers and Brokers' Telegraph Company,
which sivertises a capital of $1,500,000, cotntmen
operations ou the 1t of September, 1565. Thelir lines
extend to Boston, and_ei_lghu, Baitimore, “'unuH-
ton and Georgetown., 8 company has a falr
#hare of commercial business beiween the above
ann and (his clty. The principsl oftice 18 ut No, 16

rosd street,

PACIFIC AND ATLANTIC TELRGRAPIL

This company was chartered August |, 1860, by the
State of Pennsylvania, with a ctdl i of 3,000,000,
Al that time it purol d the gahels Vadley
Telegraph Company, chartered eighteen months
previous, and located Its beadquarters at Plttsburg,
with & view of making the orgsmzation & purely
Western one, The chiel officers and the majority of
tite directors resude ot Plttsburg, and from that polnt
tie lines of the corporation radiate north, east, west
and sonth. Westwardly the lines at present gre

wurking from Pittsburg througn Wheeling, Lapes-
¥ille, Columbus and Dayton to Cineinostl, touehing
all Interiediate towos on that ronte.  Southwardly
from Fittsburg the lined are workiog vin Hrovns-
¥ille to Fairmount, on the Baltunore and Ollo Ral.
rod, sud Wayuesbarg, In which directions the Lnes
are Wwmporaridy baited, until arrapginents are osin-
pieted for exteading the Unes through Western Vir-

iftla, Norsh Carollus and Georgin to Bavanosh.

‘rum Clocinnatt the Lues extead southwardly, ris

Lonisvilie and Nashvilte, to Mempits, Teun., ‘o

which latter pmnt ey will be working In Sey-

tember. This Inter Southern route wis originalis
projecied a3 the Southern Telegraph Company
ot after the extenslgn of the lne from Cmelonat
to lLoalsville the Faafic and Atlantic Telegrapt
Compnany of the Unlwed States, some [our montis
sloce, al the sulicitutlon of the entire body of stock.
hoiders of the Southern Telegraph Company, pur-
clinsed all the stock of the corporatlon witer Ty fige
had been working sbout & year. Siuce Lie purdisase
the Pacifie and Atlantle Cowpany has puaied the
Hoe to Nadhvile and Memphis, as tndleated abyve,
Eastwardly the line extends from Fittsboarg w kal-
tmore, vie the Nadonal rosl to Cumberiand, thetos
Vie Enmuetsburg aud iotermediate lnes to Bakl-
fore, Md., where It connocts with the Fraoklin ‘o
Boston. In this extension the Paclic and Atlanty
mude the ncqulsition of another plready consiragiey
Hoe, baving purchased, ot the sollcitation of 15
owgers, the Weatern Maryiand Telegraph Lompany,
from Union Bridge on the Western Maryiamd Hall-
rowd to Baltimore, From Cuomberiand the Compauy
have gesecund hine running northwardly, via Get-
tysburg, o Harrisburg, Pa.  Bastwardly from Pitts-
burg the Company have s kecond rodte ranning
wlong the route of the Pennsylvania Rallrosd to Phits.
sde phis, with ofices at all the towns and citiea
on Lhe route. This line of wires was origlonily con-
Slrucied by the keystone Telegraph Compuny, & cor-
I|:orlucm| chiurtored by the State of Pennsyivania; but
o the purchase by the Pacile and  Aduntic
all tha mock of the Keyatone, st the lnstance
of the stockbolders, it became the propery of
the Pacific  and Atlantie,  Again  northwardly
from Plltaburg 100 Loes of the Facifie and Atisaiic
Telegraph Company extend through the towus of
the ol r n to Peirolenm Ceuntre, to which polot
they are being worked, while the iine is belng pushed
toward from that direction. This radiation
of the wires of the Pacific and Atantc Telegrupn
Company of the United States was origioally cone
strucied as far as Oll City by the Merchants' Tele-
gngu mmpﬂ{ but, on profler of the entire
ody of s stoc h.l woa taken ata long lesss
Ly the Pacific snd A Company aund i bein
by It extended a8 lta own, as aireasdy stat
At present the lines of the Paclfic and Atlantie Tel-
m-ph Com of the United States extend from
tmore abd Phiiadelphia west to Clocionati and

soutl to Memphis, At and Haltimors
the lines connect with m 7

lines to Boston

and the luternationsl to ', under & pro rato
schiedule for reciprocal use of wires. The lines of
tuis corporation are belng at present extended In four
diverse directions, viz. :— From Cluclanat! o Chicago,
In which direction thoy have already 120 miles of
wirs strung trom Chicago to Logansport, Ind.; from
Teunvasee State line to Memphts, Tenn.; from D
ton to Fort Wayne and Lima, to
poles already placed, in part
second routa from Chicago to
way of the lake oities
towne of New York State;
Centre by way of Fideon
cured for the purpoes of
cured for of
of the line 15 New Otieans, 0.
Rewﬂ. the line wiil be completed sarly in

o line wili aiso be pushed to St Louls from Cio-
clnuatl during the fall months,
Are now being made which, 1t 8 urlnldn
tend the lige from St Louls
Omuha, and Leavenworth in the
Pacile sod Auantic Tel
Unitedd Btaiss aims at belng
m.nn Hne o this eountry, and with

cord t00k such measures eary in 118 progress as
to eflectively bar any eMorta for it on wikhe
oul & wrilten consenl of the stockholders. While ite
permivible cmm Is 33 000,000, yet no more of ite
stock ia sold n 18 neoswmary, from thme to time,
for the extension of i wices, e object belog W
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THE EAST INDIA TELEGRAPH uo.l[“w
The East ludia Telegraph O mwh rporated
under & special charter, gran|
of tuls State to coastruct aod o
lines in the Chinese empire, ol
the priuci oficers:—Andrew (1. Cartin, |
deat; é\l‘l’:’:nom Mic - Vice Eﬁ:{uem; murge_ll:itr‘.:
nan retary, ao Treagurer.
o S ol the HBaat l.ggll Co 14 suph 48
to ot onve command public confldence, The pruci-
pal stockholders are Eusiern merchanta of the higu-
est slsnding, wany of whom have resided o Culna
il are possessed of an lotlmate koowledge of the
colmmerce aud resourcesol that vast empire. Among
the directors are Puul 3, Forbes, of the firu of Lus-
oldest and most extensive
and Isasc Liveriuore,
father-in-law to Mr. Amson Burlingame. Through
Mr. Burllngame's lnfuente the Chinese governmeot

conceded to the East lnda Compuoy the priviiege of
connecunyg the great from Caoton to
Tien-tsin, the port ol in, by submarine cables.

From the following partiqulara it will be seen that the
route of the Fast ludia Cympany passes through wnd
connects with larger populous commercial
portd than auy otuer line| In the world, Canton, the
starting point, hus & popilation of 1,000,000, Macao,
the second station, has & populstion of 60,0005 thence
the line goes through Houg Kong, with 1ts 200,000 ln-
habitaats, Swatow, with 20,0005 Amoy, 250,000, and
BO 0N Lo Uhow, w eity has a population of
over 1,260,000, Next on Whe Une are the cities of
Wan-Chu and Ningpo, npumbering between themn
soing 800,000 Inhabiants) then comes Haugteheaa,
with no leas than 1,200, and ewghty miles further
on i8 shanghae, with a p n of over 1,000,000,
Having connected the cities the company
will carry ita line to N which bas 400,000 In-
habitants; and thebce t with s population
of 2,000,000, There can by no doubt but that Lhis line
ve than any Awerican or

treble che length, added
the connec link be-

tween that now constructed for the
purpose of uniting San  Frao tele-

b with Pekin vi4 Bedring strait and
wil thus lace us direct communleation

gentleman who 18 now
of the East India Com-

C , Dotlelng the eforts
making by the lish Kussian governments
1o open te! phic communicatlons with thas coun-
iry, e conceived the briliant idea of securing the

right to constru’t lines within the empire,
so that whichever party won the telegraphic race
to China—the English via Ualcutta, the Hussians via
Tartary or the tors d the liae from San Fran-
olsco by way Benring  Strait—neither could
reach the commercd at which they were alm-
ing, except over the In line. The application

fur permission to o line within the empire,
which was forwarded thrugh Mr. Burlingame, was
nul;l'!u Jn-llnd. m riu m& of ':o

num European talists, wio, as n 48
they heard of the had done thelr utmost Lo
?;m so valuable a ceaslon for themselves.
‘Thus originated the East Telegraph Company,
which wus chartered in The company has been
o witha tal 000,000, and 1t 18 belleved
that amount will m t for the completion
and ulmpmm of the line between Canton and Pe-
kin. The charter allows of the capital being in-

creased to §$24,000,000 if pecessary. Two hundred
thousand

of the stock has Deen set apart to
be of in the Unital States, $100,000 in Eu-
rope 100,000 in China, The commerce
of the poris to be connec the Indla Cow-
pany’s line Is estimated at | 000,000 per annum,
and when the fact that from porta the immense
internal commerce of the whole emplre 18 distributed
through its vast system of canals and nnmerous

rivers is consid some |dea may be formoed of the
profits likely to result from this maguificent plece of
Awerican entorprise.

THE NATIONAL.

The National Telegraph Company 18 organized with
8 view to cheapen telegraphic correspondence
throughout the United Staies, wnd intends locatin
ita oMees ut all points where there 1s a probability o
a rofit realized. The capital 18

nt “"’ﬂ”"ﬂ“ divided into shares

of $100 each. posed to ralse o
ﬁﬂﬂ:uplul “pwmpr; a call of $46

ur ue uf
lines to all

cmnlmtié%: mmtﬁ
ing pointa now reachied by the ol
monopoly.” Eforts are

classes of husiness men to become stockholde

it Is reported that the ftock I8 belng rapidly distri-
buted throughout the diferent States and Territories,
The lines are to be constructed of the best mate

with all the latest improvements, within twelve
months after the entire capital shall have been sub-
saribed. The company ple Itself 1o consiruct and
control at least 10,000 of route and 25,000
wiles of wire for $3,500,000, The Nationsl has & con.
tract with the Socfdte de Cuble Transatlantigue
Froangais, which has been organized under the lawa
of France Lo consiruet & cable from Brost to New
York, The oficers of the Nationsl hope to have
their land lines and connsilons completed and In
operation by the time the French cabie is lald. The
French cablewill connect with the prineipal Buropean
lines, and through the Natonal with the principal
poinia on this Continent, The principal oMcers of
the National Telegraph Company are:i—Prosident,
Gieorge H, Senter; Viee President, Hobert Squires;
Treasurer, Frederick Preutice; Becretury, George I3,
Walter, and General Sup erintendent, Ell ¥, Keyes,

HEAVY SUIT FOR DAMAGES AGAWST A RAILROAD COMPANY.

[Prom the New Orleans Repubilican, Dee. 18.]

In the sixch District Court the betrs of George F.
Knight, through their tutor, sue the Pontehartrain
Rallroad Company for £60,000 damages, tncurred by
the death both their parents, which ensued
through the faulty and dangerous construction of
Lhe platforin st the depot of the company, corner of
Glrod street and the levee, the cutwstrophe haviong
occurred on Sunday alter . the #5tn of July,
lsf, The peution slleges that the difieulty ex-
perienced o stepplng (rom the platform to the car
steps had caused the wife, Mrs. Knight, to be pre-
cipitated from the steps, and that in conseguence
she fell between the pintlorm sud the train of cars
on the track; that at the moment, Mra, Knight being
in thls perlions position, the comluctor and engineer
put the ears In motion, by mecns of which ahe be-
came entangled aod caught betwesn Lhe moving
cars and platform and wes hort crushied to deali.

and

That said F. Kulghh labored with all his
might Lo extry his wue and save her life, but
without aval, snd she was kiied Lefore DS eyes,
Thns he bimsell becatue cotyngicd, caught belween

the cars and the plaiform, his ivg torn in a shooking
mauner and other injaries im0 icted, and It was with
gront dificuity he wis rescucd from  immediate
deati.

That (o consequence of the injuries then and there
recelved, the pain and sulreing he endured, and Lhe
shock to his mind causea by the borcible death of bis
wife, he lingered only Iof o lurtnignt sud died
August 7, 15a4,

‘ant the injuries to their parents, of which hboth
died, was caused by want of skill, gross carelessnoss
and negligence on the part of said Calromd company
in ihe construction of their putiorn; that the plat-
{ortn s unsafe, inconvemient, diflcuil and dangervas

Tor puasengors.,

The heirs therefore clall damages in $80,000,
thich acorued to  thelr father during s
i time, from the tearing  aod  mangling
of his body and Mmbs, the joas of his
hoyith, megiect of his businesa, ex for

plksiclans, medicines, marses, &c. That thewe causes
of \etion. survive in the persons of his mIBOTr chils
drey, who have themsalves mrm»hl grest loas and
dirkge in consequence of the to Ahle entastrophe,
10 LN loss of the | care and proteetion of
thelr yarents and (o being deprivea of the benetis of
their Abor and industry, sapport and education early
in li1e, \he bclnf all very young, und one yet an in-
‘r;nlz inbelng le :I‘ wplmvhure lm on the threshold

exisknoe, an nnrﬂnﬂo lie when most need.

the d

ing the Mud ofices an ireciing hand of paren-
care,and In other ios® and (amage to & Iarge
amount; tuerefore pray far judgment secording

$60,000 day aud  $30,008 ¥indictive d for
the grons wlnfle of the company. e - 2
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I'rom e ¥ashington Ewening Union, Deeo. 10,)
deumid s e colored mBber of Copy from

uimane. My s » d muiatto, thirt of
Age, and of medium -El'.ﬁ" ,..‘.,,.;,."

Do mean lonm. ’;loC
of Geoeral Menanl, who e
of Loutsiann to TiMnois
member of the Union. M
Southern Ilinois antil he

o
ted from the province
thit State beoame &
1 labored on 8 farm in
ninciesn, when he re-
of rn; N::.. Tlar:
) T mon hs and atten
#chool during winter, In 188 he entered Liveria Col-
lege, Ohio, where be remalned nntil 1541, when be
visited Canada, returning o the United States in
1803, He entered the & A8 hoepltal steward in
thus eity, but remained on few mouths, when he
waa Adeak in the Immigration lureay of the
ent.  The prejudice axhibited to-
his oMeinl tion soon induced bim
usted with the government, he
sailed for Bri onduras.  Here lie was smployed
by the Britin Honduras Company 1o make an ex-
ﬂl‘:'ﬂllﬂll‘ the country, which he did to the satis-
*ton of the government. e next visited Jamalos
and Hlﬂlulﬂliﬂihl to New York In 1568, iere he

made to Induce all ]

[From the Baltimore Sun, Dec. 19.)

We give an oMolal copy of the opinion of the Court
of Appeals in the case of A. 8, Abell & Co, v Chess-
peake Bank (John 8. Glitings, President), tnvolving
the Habllity of special contracts for coln. The case
is remanded back for trial to the lower court here on
the merits of the facts showing & contract, by reason
of the gpecial deposit of $3,000 in gold,
made by the plaintms in the bank i De-
cemoer, 1861, and entered In the plaintims
bank book by the receiving teller of the imstitution
&8 “‘cash (coin) $3,000." Though the trial has to be
gone over again, it 1s with ‘the fact in view that the
Court of Appeals has decided in its decision that
“‘when a party agrees to pay In coln, the constitu-
tional standard of value, and the unquestioned legal
ourrency of the country, there 18 no justice or pro-
priety in allowing him to discharge his obligation by
paying in a carrency of less Intrinsio value" Itis
proper to eay that the ltigation bas settied two
puints which were st {ssue beiween the plalntiMs and
the defendant In that case. A jury has found that
the plalntife were correct in their statement that the
defendant recelved from them a deposit to the
amount of $§3,000 In gold coln upon the express
agreement that it would return this sum on
demand in coln; aend the highest court In
this State has now declded that the Chesapeake
Bank committed a breach of this econtract, when it
refused to repay this sum in coln on the demand of
the plaintims, and that the tender of $5,000 in legal
tender notes was not a compliance with the legal en-
gigement of the Chesapeake Bank, These were the
?olutl ot lssne between the Chesn Bank and
he proprietors of this journal, We are content
with the vindication of our course, which the judg-
ment of the Court of Appeals conclusively affords.

The whole subject 18 now before the Bupreme
Court. It 18 belleved that the Court wili
niso ze the right to contract in either cur-
rency—either In gold or pnr:r—cnn if It sustains
the legal tender acta; but it is also belleved that the
supreme Court will hold that Tnd. llEmm.l.m; tis® Bus-
pension of specie payments, Is In effect & commodity
as well a8 & ourrcucy; and that damages are
perly estimated In the paper money of the
which 1s exclusively & currency, and not in , and
are, of necessity, to be understood as so calculated,
Alihough men may differ with the Supreme Court
relation to the constitutionality of the legal tender
acts, we cannot concelve that there will be
difrerence In the

E

a
alone express mn‘ﬁr-ha amount of
on any ‘Damed day, from & breach
'old..m

coul
entry In the bauk book kept by the
defendsat of the deposlt made on
:.JI?I'. 1861 waa ?ﬂml in ew the plaintis for

urpose of v
H:ﬁnwu. mlfl 0!{'0&2'“ the I:I::I.N
cular en mada 'endan
dmﬂratzf the character of tne deposit in question,
It was not offered to show the general atate of the ac-
count contained in the book, but mimply to show the
chargcter of one cotry therein, as that migit regect
upon 1he nature of the contract under which the de-
osit was made, therefo

wound to put in evidence all the other entries in the
book, an
of the defendant, to be nsed by
any legitimate purpose that might be thought proper,
we think not wore c¢ould reasouably be re-

quired.

Second—The second exception nts & ques.
tion as to the admissibility of proof of usage in ref-
erence to the lmport and efect of the entry of the
30th of December, 1861, and the proper coastruction
of wll the fucis,and clrcumstances attending it
After giving evidence of the clrcumstunces of the
deposit with the defendant, the entry thereof in the
PR bank book, tie demand of the coln by check,
and the price of gold at the time of the deposat, and
also at the tiine of the demand, and the bank K, with
certain balances struck therein, having been wiso
given In evidence by the delepdant, the piaintins then
by scvernl witnesses, most of them k ofticors,
offered to prove, (irst, that according to the general
and well known usage of the banks of the city of
Haltimore, existiog belore and at the time of the de-
yosit 1n quesiion and ever since, the entry otlercd
!n evidence In this case lmports an agreement oo
the part of the defendant to return the deposit in
kind, and that such evidence was offered for the

urpose of explaining & latent or patent smbiguily
n the entry itself; and secondly, that according to
fald usage the striklog of baiuuces subscguently to
guch eptry does not work any change In the charne-
ter of the parbicalar deposit where the balances
are always more than the amount of the deposit.
To the oter thus made the defendant objeoted, snd,
the Court overrning the objection, the defendani
excepted,

Upon this exception two questions arjes: first,
whether the special contract, such as wassought 1o
be catpblished by prool of the vsage stated o the
offer, 18 specially enforcible Irrespective of wiut
known asthe |ognal tender acte, passed hy the Con-
gress of the United States; and secondly, whethor
such nsage wins pdmissiole lor the purpose of makiog
out and estabiishing the special contract alleged o
the declaration.

1. IT the speoial contract for the payment in specie
could not be enforced otherwise than as for an
ordinary debt, withoot regard to it special terms,
of courde the usage propused to be proved would
b without effect or operstion, and therefore ir-
relevant of insdnissibie, But we are of uplal.x
fon  that ¥ the contract b esibiished
alleged In this case the plamoms wouald be en-
titied to recelve In specie the amount of the con,
with Interest thereon, payable 1o llke currency,
from the time of the demsnd.  There I8 o reason
why such contract should not be specitically en-
forced. When a pm' l,m to pay lo coin, the
constitutional stand of vaue and the unques-
tioned legal currency of the country, there Is no

not ita value,

e S e e
R
of the money In which drll was made, and
the bank becomes liable for amount as o debi,
which can be discharged

?-:;g
:s

the
sttending circumstances, If, however, there be a
and well established n.ll?e castom upon
ﬁ:nb}m prevalling with the banks of the
of HBaltimore, it may be that

the parties ated in reference to such L
terms and conditions not wnmge in the

an

written entry, and which were not, by express
words, apon at the time, were, Devertieless,
In the mind of the parties and forined part of the

contract. For, as it was sud by Parke, B. Hulton
va, Warren, 1 M. and W., 475, *‘it has been sotilad
that in commercial ns evidence of custom
and usage Is admissble to annex incidents to writ-
ten contracts in matters with L to which they
are silent. The same rule has also been afpml w
contracts In other transactions of lfe in which
known usages huve been established and prevailed,
and this has been done upon the princlple of pre-
sumption that in snch tracssctions the parties did
not wean to express by writing the whole of the coun-
)t by which they lntended to be bound, but con-
tract with reference to those known usages. But
AUCU usages, to be admissible, must be shown to be
well estab uniform, general and notortous;
for it 18 from uhose attributes of tue cular usage
that the presumption arises that the contract was
made with reference to it.
in the case of Thompson va, Riges, already referred
to, the Court said that noevidence of general usage
Oitered by the BLAINCAYoF ppared 1 the Fecrd, g
offered by Lhe plaintiff vr ap| record, an
therefors the evidence proposed in that cuse was
ts and In-

£

terms of Lhe

prevall over or
nullify the expreas provisions and stipulatons of the
contract. Bo that where there is no contract usage
0 Interpret ine mséaninis of 106 TANEAS. coubioged

] emplo,

by the parties In the absence of express .
or where the meaning 18 equivocal or obscure” (5
Wall, 679; Bliven va, New Eng. .unw%ﬂow..
431; Add. on Contr,, 853; Greenieal on w BEC.
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@ are, of o that the court below

committed no error In overruliyg the objection to
and that the evi-

the made by the
ot v, 18 e Vb proceed e
wn
which it was offered. e
8. The third and fourth exceptions will be d
of togelher, as they both present the same question,
and 10 regard to the ruli of the oourt below, as

ngs

stated In these exceptions, we think there was error,
of pursuing the proffer stated in the second
and proving as a fact the existence
and well known usage prevall with
b:r“t.hgi thaa; and exis befonm nﬂtna
eposit in question, the plain ander-
tool the by proving a tew particu-
lar lnstances of some two or three of the
banks, not including of the defendant. Tius
mode of proving the existence of the usage, even If
tue transactions referred to by the witnesses were
of & character different from mud by them, ia
wholly insdmissible, The transa detalled by the
witnesses, however, inatead of proving the exisience
of & general, uniform and nototions usage npou the
subject, to our construction of them, prove
Just the reverse. The plantims were bound to prove,
under the proffer and according to the rules of law
upon the su. the existence of the general nsage
aud practice prevalling with the bauks &s a fact, anid
not as a matler of judgment or opinion of the wit-
nesaes deduced from e manner of dealing in a few
cular banks, (Lews va, Marshall,
. 720; Allen ve. Mer, Hank, 22 Wend.

222; Adams va. Otterback, 15 Md, 245,)

We tmnk, therefore, that it was error to allow such
evidence as that contained 1o Lnese exceptions tu be
submitted to the jury.

4. We cowe now lo the conalderation of the de-
fendant’'s prayers set forth in the flith excepuon,
The firet of theso prayers was properly rejected. It

that the deposit sued for wad made ln the
ordipary way, and could be
der npoles, and that the bLank was not bound
to nn{'e in coln. 1, a8 we have s,
there & #pecial contract to pay in specie,
notulng but specie or coin wounid gratily the
demand, and it was for the jary to determine, from
all the tacts and cirenmstances attending the inasing
of the deposit, whether suel specinl coatruct
cxisted., Habiiston, the witness, proved (hat at the
request of the plaintiMs te went Lo the bank of e
defendant to asceriain whether It would receive a
IFH‘I!I deposii; that he gpoke to the recelving teller
of the bank, by whom he was referred to the cushier,
who ngreed to receive it, bhut requested the witness
to put the coln in 8 boX; aud upon e withess suy-
fng he bad oo box the cashier direcied the wlier 1o
receive the gold as a special deposit, and so enter it
on the book; that wituess then went afler the gold
and ook It to the recelving teller, wio enteredl 1L on
the plaindms’ book, ‘The entry 1s as follows:— 1561,
bee. B0—Cash (coln) $3,000." AL the tune this de-
posit  was made the banks of the State had
sugpended  specie  payments, and  gold  coun.
as compared with paper ourrency, was al a
premium, With 8 sirong prospect of a greater
ation of the paper money of the oouniry.
These facts wers all befors the jury, and from then
the specinl contract declarsd on might or might not
be found to exist, Upon the hypothesis thut such
special contract existed the chocks muade propoer
demnnd and the defendant wias In detanlt in pot
E_\rlnl the amount in coin, insiead of wenderiog i
Treasury ooted, 16 would therafore have becn
maniiest ercor to grant the prayer, whereby the jury
would have been instructed uncondioounlly that the
demand was not sufficlent and the plotid, there-
fore, not entitied o recover,

The second and third prayers were aldo properly
rejected.  What §s inw ful monesy of the United stites
other than gold and sliver coin Is a guestion of law
wilch should have been relerred to the court to
dechde and not to the jury, Noris all the money
emitted Ly the Unlted States made legal tender,
though authorized by law. But by the secomd yer
the jury would have been required to find for the
defendant upon being satistied that the defendant
wis ready and ’prn“l;ml and offered to pay the sum
dimanded in lswful money of the United states
other than gold and siiver coin.  Thls was wholly in-
ndmies ble.

We think the court below was right In rejecting
the defendant's fourth prayer. It was, in the first

aid In legal ten-

{lmmu or propriely in allowing him to disoharg
I# obligativn by mzm. in & currency of leds in-
trinsie value. Whether the Cotgress of the Uniied
States has legulized s substituted currency, ot
whether it be competent for It to make legal tender
of any other currency than gold or sliver, are ques-
tions that do not affect and wre apart from the obli-
of the contracy, and although Congresa has
eclared the Treasury notes issued LY virtue of the
act of February 26, 1862, and of subsequent acts, to
be lawil money and & legal tender in payment of
all private dobis within the United States, it (s ot

to be wu It was intended to impair and vir-
tually o ull previous special coniracts stpu-
Iating for payment In coin or bullion, or that

such contracts should not be thereafier made and

by no mere implication.

On the contrary, by the act of February, 186
certain dues demanded by the rnment of the
n Siates are required to paid in coln, and

1o be paid AME  CUrrency,
guistied from Treasury notes; nd“l‘;; the aot of
the 854 of March, 163, It was provi that on sl
contracts for the purchase or loan of coln,
security of any certificale, or other evidence
oﬂwg paysbie In gold or miver co
p fixed, oth
appearn not only that coin
was never designed to be withdrown from circula-
tion and to oease to be & currency, but that the
validity of special contracts payable in coin, an dis-
t @ from paper currency, Is expreasly re-
and sccordingly the supreme Court of the
tates, in the recent case of Thompson va,
5 Wall, 88, in conmldering & question very
sl to the one under considerablon In this case,
asld i —""Contracts between & baoker and s cus-
tomers are doubtiess required to be performed, and
must be consirusd in the Jame Way a8 contracis he-
tween other When the banker specially
Agroes to pay in bulllon or in eoin, e must do so or
In for lis value; ana so if one

remained Lut a short time, and again shipped for
New Urleand, where he arrived in September, amil,

As N daye. commencsd at once to e re-
pubuz.uﬂrd the south, 0 ot

agrees 1o pay in deprecisted paper, (he tender of
Liat paper in n good tender, and o detsalt of pay-

MORUL L Prolise cAD MecOVEr only I ket aud

pluee, calenlawed to misiend the jury, as well because
of its abstract and general ebaracter as of the im-

ression likely to be {;mdnred hy It, that if the entries
Ell.lumnul' detnt and credit were found to be
correct, all the special facts gnd elren mstances at-
tending the deposit of the 30th of December, 1841,
were to be excinded from consideration. Fravers
stiould be so framed as to instruct and pot to misliend
the minds of the jury as io the manner of consider-

the facts before them.

Lif it was intended by the prayer to sasert, as a
matter of Iaw, that from the state of accoumta be-
tween the parties as exhibited by the pooks in evi-
dence, the jury were bound to conclude that there
wan no apecial contract i regard to the deposit in
question, orf that the benefit of such #Ape-
cial contract, If made, had been  WAIVed
and simopdoned by the subsequent checkin
on and balancing of the account, althoug
upon each oveasion of balancing the account an
amount iarger thau the smouut in controversy was
found to be to the plaintin’s credit, we cannot aesent
to the proposition. For while it I8 undoubtedly troe
that, ord o In & running sccount of debil and
aredit, nh.ﬂlu dﬂnt Item on l.hrl“dlw ﬂh:‘ﬁ'g:
acoount t 1scharged or noed by
item on the credit side; and in the ease of & bank
account, whers ull the sums paid in form one blended
fund, it s the first sum paid in thet is Orat drawn
out, as was decided 1n Clayton's case, | Merlo a7%;
yet if there be & rlrllm mode of dealing, or &
specinl ment between the parties, the cose may
be va M4 in the case of Lysagt vs, Walker, &
Bligh N. 8, 1, where an t who had, In & pre-
vious account, cha msell with a balance
d:e from I::m,“cgnwnd W ne.;n l:om:; for

priney monay out, it was
:tmmmeg that his '.,n'nh wera Dot necessn-
rily to be fnrst ly'g! to the extinction of the
previoun balance, the recelps being equal to the
paArments. See also Lhe cases of Tayior ve. Kymer,
4 B & Ad., 330, and Henniker va. Wigg, 431 B, 792
The subsequent payment of checks and the striking
of balences on the bunk book from time to time
wonld not sherefore necessarily extinguish the spe-
clal deposit in ?uuuun. If, from the facts and cir
cumsiances of the case, the parties or either of
them appear to have had & different intention; and
Auch Inteution ia & subject of loquiry for the jurz,

The defendanc's Afth prayer we think shouid bhave
been granted. The proffer to prove oeage made in
the second exeeptinn does Now AEPEAT 0 have been

that might be drawn frong
the mum forn and terms of the
the and clreumstances undey
if graoted as a0 LDstruce

us.
ith prayer, the
.I%nu' in the evenm

use It put
s

Anm
000 in gold on the 28Lh of uu?qll:ll. with
Interaat on.” " ‘I'he proof was that on the 28thy
of May, 1664, gold was at eighty-flve aud elghty-six
and o half préeminm, and uoder this instruction o
verdict was found for $8.150 30, upon which jnd.gJ
ment was rendered. 15 Justified, we thiok, by
ot hae o e o deman made gl n
uppose that at the time of deman @ gold
Mumr of beimg at elghty-five preaium, had?eds':m'
200 premium, and at the time of trinl of this cause 1
had been at no preminm st all, would It have beemy
the proper measure of justice to bhave allowed a rel!'
covery of $0,000, with Interest thereon, from the
SRt o tarte, h ot uf B, I
wou not only the triplication of prine that,
wonld be objectionable, but the u lowance ]
T
, Which would be a clear violation

on the urlrumu debt at the rate of elghteen

instead o

the Usury law of the State. If such proposition is

not maintalnable neither & the wsiruction unde?

which the verdict in this cause was rendered, as, the

supposcd and the actual propoaition nvolved In they'

&:lli:‘ucum are the same, only differing in propore’
Gold and gliver, at rates regulated by Iaw, const

tute the legal standard of value and form a eurrenc,

in which parties are entitled to deal to the exclusi

of all other, when speclully nominuted in the

tract; and Io this case the prominent error in
Inatruction of the Court was In directing s conv
slon of the and Iy valuuble gold

n
to unsisble and depreciated paper currency,
and making the value of the latter, a5 compared wi
gold at o particular period, tle medium and m :
of recovery. The suit was for a certain amount®
computed in iold currency, and the extent of the
plalutiay’ right of recovery in the event that
Special contract wad found to exist was the $3,
m%wllh interest thereon from the time of the
dewn; There was no reason for tne commutation
of the one m%{ to the other.
the contract the piaintiMs were entitled to recely
gold, there 1s nothing In the law to
vent their ge it through the m
of a J ent. the contrary, by article
of our Code of public general laws, section 1, §
is declared that the of coins struck at
mint of the United Stal and foregn colns st
regulated by “ghall be taken and
nized as the currency of this State.” In o
cases the Judgment i8 stmply rendered for so
doliars and cents, without ocharacterizing the mo
in which it Is to be sbut io a case like the
sent it wonld be no proper but necessary
prevent any subsequent question being made as
the right to pay in & different ourrency, to designal
in the Judgment the species of money th tha;l
tifs may be entitied to recelve.; In other wi
Judgment should be for so many doliarsgd
uﬁuwmm.umnmmm.
m!rmP m the court below [n the
specifl

ed in tnis opinsunannu-t reverse the j
ment appealed from, an A award a procedendo,
0 AW

Judgment reversed and procedend
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PUBLIC EDUCATION.

Distribution of Certificates and Medals ap
Grammar School No. 20. |

female department of Grammar School No. 20, I
First ward, came off yesterday moroing, and w
made the occasion of a fite day for the
teachers and friends of the institutlon. 1t 18 odio
to make comparisons In regard 10 schools, as it is
almost any matter; but the statement must be mad
and maintaned that the exhibitions of proficiency,
advancement and general discipline among
scholars at this institution stamp &
yond doubt ms one of tre most ored
schools In the entire city., The sch
is creditable, becausa it is located In a portion of ¢
city which many naturally suppose to be almost €
tirely deserted, as (ar as residences are co
and 18 crowded In by the demon of tradlc s m!
as to give rise to the idea tbal buslness would
long crowd It entirely out of existence, Besides
certificates which were to be prescnted there w
two handsome wold medals to be awarded for gens
ernl ex cellence and regularity of attendsnce,

medals were the glits of Congressman John Fom
Judge Edward Hogan, and were wade the morg
valuable to the winners by the fact that they w
unexpecied during the year. There were also
number of other prizes, such as books, wril

desks, workboxes and dolls, presented by th
soveral tenchors to deserving wewbers of the
ferent clusses. 3
Al Lhe tiue the exercises openced there were presen
Mr. Thomas Foese, cierk to the Board of Educationd
Comupissioners Dupignae, Hall sod Warren; | J
spectors Jobha  Otterson, James bhelly, Junes Wy
Gerard and K, Littledeld; James M, stlller, supering
tendent of Scehool Bulidings; ex-Jdayor James H
per, Hev. Dr. Thompson, School Superintenden
Jones, ‘Trostecs Berguor aod Badey and & nombe
of promisent eitizens of tus and tue adjoniog d

tricis, Mr, J. O, Balley, of the Hoand of Trustees,
presuled, and opened the exercides with a fe
appropriote remarks, witer woich the entin
schivol saug fn good time “Auld Lang sSyne.” 1
mny hers  be  remarked that  the  programma

wus  most  Judiciously  arcenged.  “Auld  Lang
Syne' must have struck a chord In the Do
wl many of the visitors préscat who koew and
Hved in the First ward i the days “lang syne," an
who, flnding themsclves the guesia of the
geveraton of that locallty, could not avold the tHgh
of memnory to the thme wieo lustitutions such
that they were In were gukuown aod unthought of,
Ihe progrimme of exercises was select aod gav
g-neral sutislaction.

jo give il and mertted ackoowledgment to the
various portions of the exercises ns performed it
only neoessary to sny that they coald oot be don
botter by any stmiar class, ‘Toe recitation of th
“peantiful Gate™ by Miss Emma Thompson was
very finely dellvered, but, good ns it was, th
“Woman's Appeal,’ by Miss Honora Purgott, mus

be permitted to e off the paim. The appeal wi
of Awmerican women 1o do what they o
orga to e
A pittance by the stmne and not by the sweat
feeilngs of all present, and many a molstened ey
better, if a2 well. The selections in reading and th
Conners, together with the musical portion of thy
Thompson and Charlotte Lambrecht in a brief ms
and several othera among the visitors, all of w
which shey bl partaken.
female department of Grammar School No, 8 ook
namber of the friends of the pupils and the school
with, after which the Kelly silver medals for general
the presentation, not resent, on sccoant of the
I y being p o 1
MissoR Mary
Fortes, Pleasing addresses wore of the
Opening of & New Primary School,
morning for the roception of scholars. Judging from
of such an |nstitution in thia locaiity will be ampl
tecoine o with thelr new quarters, &

trousers, but a solemn, hearty appeal to the hea
wtroet n grinders, are
be styied—by her exquisite elocution tonched th
was finished. Mrs, Siddons could not have do
Jacquin, and  “Young Lochinvar,"
meidals were presented by Mr. Boesé to Misses Emma
Bhort s}
mude by Mr. James W. Gerard, Rev. Ur, Thom
t

principal, and her teaglers on we lna:g

The semi-atinual distribudion of certificates to they
Grove and Hudson streets; in the presence of & larga,
been arranged and Wwaa creditably gome through
. Thom Judge Brady, who was to have madq
medils were llﬂm_m -
medals, and members of the local bosrd of trustees.
teanth atreot, near avenue A, Was opened yealerday
will not be long In belog filled, atid the advanta
clses, but in o short tlm&;hm teachers and p:glll

grouied. and tae evidenoe allowed o be glven o

not for woman's rights, gimiet cnris and sloomeny
to assist the malmed soidiers  whao,
their brow." The little missionury—ior 0 she m
might be seen among ber hearers when her ap
othier recitations— The Children's Hour,' bi Bel
programme—were very creditably given.  Th
Approprinte add hes were
complimented highly the children, Miss White,
assistant
Distribution at Grammar School No. 3.
piace yesterday at the school building, corner
offioers of the district. A pleasing programme had,
moral excellence were presented by the Rev. Dr. A
n % th
funeral of Judge 8o, Al 9
mumlo y
Kelly, lmponlzf of the distriot snd donor
The new primary school No, & located on East Six.
the number who applied for admission the achool
demonstrated, Thers Were no formnl opening axers
reception will be givea.

The seml-annual distribution of certificates at the

-




