THE FINANCIAL QUESTION.

Senntor Morton’s Reply to Horace Grecley—
A Delence of the Senator’s Financial Plan,
WasgisGToN, D. ¢, Dec., 1868,

Fion. HoracE GREELEY, New York:—

DEan Sik—In your letter addressed to me in the
Pribune of the st lost. you underiake to answer
several positions taken by me lo my late speech in
the Senate on the currency, but devote yoursell
chieny to the estatlighment of the proposition that
the goverument can and ghould at once resume
specie payments with only §70,000,000 of gold in the
Treasury and shaf the declaralion of resumption
would have the effect to bring the greenback cur-
rency to par, and to robut the idea that more than
$70,000,000 would be required with which to begin

resumplion you say:— s .
that if we resume the eroment must “re.
ﬁ::ntt::&ﬁ:enh&cl currancy." 1 lhf:; not, banks
Bave ropediodly resumed slier mooths and even years of sus-

alon und bave never been req d th i 1o red
oulsianding lssues. On the cooirary, the facl of their
peaumption bas nalformly preciuded wll desire or disposition
to oxact such redemption. Yot thelr notes were not n legal
tender, bad nol the federal government bebind them, but
were the mere promises—ihe long falaltied promisss—of pri-
wals corporstions.  Yet we all went on recelving nnd paying
them out withous asking [or speoie 1o the uxtent of ouedol-
Iar in twenty of the uoles thus sudden] sle
eoin, If you think the people, who 1]!!0 no . often shown
faith in and forbearance toward private moneyed corporas
thons, wonld not now evipee ut loast sqaal falth in the govarn-
ool -that I8, in theinselves—you have given e Lo reasons

for ahariog your distrust.

You then enter iuto an argument of some length
to show the superior convenience of the greenback
currency over coin. You show very clearly how
business would be impeded by & mere metallle cur-
rency; that the business of the conniry can be
better developed and extended by a redeemable or
convertible paper eunrrency, and that the pgopia
could not o without the greenback eurrency long
enough to huve it run ineo the Treasury for redemy-

10 goid,

tl"l\l'm:lr l;u‘p..-ulm-rll: |s excellent to prove that after the
‘r.genbuus.' garréaey hos  beviu lJT'uII_}.‘II_! o par 1t
wotld be preferable to gold, and butlictie of It would
pe brouzhi to the government for redemption s but
a8 Jong o8 the greepbaek cdrreoey i8 three conls
under par st margio would make i profitable (o
brokers to vun ftinte the Treasury lrom every part
of the United States,

Aguln you say :—

Let s suppose the government resume lo-morrow—or, if

ou choase, oo e 1st of Jahnary st band - who will hasten
{um'Uu the Treasury of is seventy miilions of coin? Not

ou and §, eartainly —not the groal, busy, setive workera and

wders: (or, the mooey In our haoos being now equal to
eoin, we have uo indueement, no motive to do so.  'We shonld
go on worklng and trading, recelving sod payiog out pre-
elrely nb wee do now, oy sending to the mint o Treastry for
a Wtle coln me change or to satisly some other osed, The fact
thal our money was 8l par with sud won d bring colo at will
would divest uz of all desire L exehange it

Bul there wouid bo s class, 1 wm sure nuin'lufu nor &
strong oue, who would rush (or coln, either fearing that the
Treasury would, of desirous that it |lmu.1.|!. he run . How
i could these gamblers in natioual usolven
ralee money enough o draio the Tressury of §70.000,000
Mind that every publle offcer, every pensioner, overy solvent
banker, every bondbolder, every man (o an honest, useful
business, every tallrond, overy oeeditor, every one having n
malury or uther (aed eome, would bhave s strong, personal
futercet in the sneceds of toe effort to maloialy specle pay-
mints, Ok you imagioe Uik the lame ducks of Wall street,
the specaiators 'n natlooal disbooor, are sirong enough to
overcome them !

Here yon assume the great fact to be establighed
that Ly the declaration of resumption the greenback
notes Wil be brought o par. According to your
pluan the binks must resune ab the same time with
the goveruwment, and the €70,000,000 of gold in the
Troeasury would full ghort of thelr greenback reserves
$20,000,00° or  $I0000,000,  To make thewselves
slrung they would bave to convert their reserves
into cotn, Which would require more than the gov-
ernment cowid (urnlsioat the tme, which would re-
sull not only i a paole smong the banks, bat among
the people, sid lenve the eorrency In & wuch worse
condition tean I is pow and wost Hkely bring on s
orisis and erasi,

Hut then you 2o on to say that you would not rely
only gi the §00,000 000 of coint in the Treasury, bat
would forthwith lssue & new bond to run 100

eard, to be untaxable, and to draw interest at
he rute of four per centy and this bond you believe
could be Gouted at par in golil.

This bedle! on your part proceads upon the funda-
mental ertor that by a declaration of 1esamption the
grecubscks would be suddenly brouglt to par, for it
wouid be prepostorons to tailk aboul selling a four
per cent bond at par in gold widle the currency is
bl depreciated and bonds drawing six per cent
Interest i gold are worlll less than elghty centls on
e daliar,

You iely apon a legislative declaration of resump-
Bon W bring she gieenbaek currency suddenly Lo
par—a resu b which cau only be eifected by tine and
Buple prepanation for redemption. You rely upon
suddien gud spasiodic action where tiere should be
no spustin of violence, and where the great résult
shouid 4 reached by gradual approsches fromn the
sdopivn of wewsares tuat would comimand the con-
fenee of the country without disturbing 146 budi-
ness, If the work of redemption begins belore the
eurrency i brought to par the gold pawd out would
Bol pass 1oio clrodlation, but sink back into an arti-
tle of werchand e, (o be sold 1o the market

Again you say i—

The one thing needinl for resumption s to provide soma
Torm v natloun obllgadion which the bolders of greenbacks

soun, ithink you,

will prefe volii— 16 olber words, some governmont securil;
which wl woly sell ot some rate above specie par. Whan-
ever we harve thal we can resumoe with but wn millioos of

eoiil in the Troasury, Without it we may fall o maintaln
specie puyment, tiough we begln with & oculo reserve of two
Buanred il ons.

This chpugesd the whole character of your p.
Bitton and makes resumption look rather to contrue-
tion by (unding than to redemption,

Your frst argument was  that  greenbacks
were B0 much more cony t and b
than  gold that they would not be presented
for redemption. Hut  hers you state thut we
eannot salely resume even  with  $200,000,000 of

Id 1 the Treasury, sod that the one thing neediul

ur resumption s to provide g pew bond, which the
holders  of senbwcks  would  prefer to  col
wineh will sl st g preminm above specte par, ane
thal when we hoave pot such s bond we can salely
resume with #10.000,000 of gold in the Treasury.
Here you would seem to make resuimption Lupossis
bie by requiring i mivaoee a nattonal seeurhy which
Wil largely sell ot suine rate above specie par, which
the bolders of greeonbacks will prejer to coln, and
which you kave before sald should bear interest at
the rate of wur or dve per cent. Such o bond could
pot be soid even gt par uabld afler resumoption s
firmiy establsiied, puch ess 1o advance, w8 § mesns
of bringiug it sboni,

With such & band, which ihe bolders of greenbacks
woulll prefer 1o coin, the gréenvecks would Le
Punided, wod 0t would resuit in large sod saddon con-
Traction, which would b# in hostiisty to your st
proposition that the people need Lhe greenbiacks nml
will keep them.  Your policy, like that of {he Secre-

tary of the Treagory, resolves itscll finally into con-
traction, and i, tothe evid of lnmedisle resanap-
tion yod add the calamities of large contraction
you will judke short work of the busicss of Lhe
oountry.

Aguin yon sayi—

The giet of resumption s & general fall of twenty-fve 30

forty per cent in prioes and a coosequent apprecistion of
Muke the process as gradual s you wiil, it involves

y and at least apparent losa o al. We ahntl
wwer dolars than wow, becanse our dalinrs will
fier pesampbion than they now do,  Wages must
fail; peoperty sel. coeaper or by unsalnble ; the sherill and
the cousiabie will be afler & good many of s, We must saf-
fur, nuytow i bul | preler to take the plungs st once aod be
done with it

If wudden resumption will involve the great decline
in priees which sou say 11 will 1t would be a vast
calumiiy o tiee majority of the people of the United
Mtates, It would ceruiinly bankrupt or saspend
threc fourths of the busioes: men of e couniry ut
once. 1t would prodoce a suffering and desoiation of
which we have no record o Uuds or sny otier coun-
try. Hundreds of thousands now living in comfort
would be reduced to poverty,  Business would be
destroyed, e poor et withond employment, the
peuple unsble tw pay  thelr taxes amd Lhe
goverument  itself  threstened  with bankruptoy
and dsbonor, anil yet you #ay  yon wani to
make the plunge wt once. I the private in-
dettedness of the people to each other on Lhe
A6l of Febraary, 1560, qmount o $8,000,000,000, the
capacity of the debtors o pay, by 3our lowest estl-
mate, would be diminshed o the extent of
$4,000,000,000, You may be ready to make the

junge, but the great budy of the peoplo are nol.
guur plan would suit adiudrably thist viass of peopls
who are ot (n deb! and Wave plenty of capital or
who have fixed incomes, which would be greatly
improved in value by the laoge deciibe in prices of
every other Kind of properiy.  Your plan would en-
rich the creditors by the destraction of the debtors;
for, 48 Yuu say, the aher? aud constable wonid be
after “many of us;” our property would be sold for
weong and a large ba'snce of debt be left agaiost
our fatore eariings,  And all this saffering and des-
thwtion, I put, secordiog (o your. own statewment, is
Wit would be the effeet of tnmediate resamption.

Aguin yuu say:—

T would resutnn wmorrow on our seventy mililons of eole
anid provide further meatus of mainlaining specie payments
nest day. Kot i we ate not o resume forthwith, then |
Wt 'Mﬂlamg‘ millions of the eoin tn the Trossury
Ao buy up and e rterent-bea iug bonds, and thas nppre-
cinte thist  oredit, those seourities, wiich are onr ultimate
resuuross for mnaintaining epecie lny-sm-. You do oot
duibt thst the market vajue of our bonds et anpsud woald
be decidedly enbaneed by thos buying np and destroying
millions of thew, and 1 think you must see that s
¢ pender It pomsibie o uegotidle vew loans on beller
wrma taan we could now do,

This 18 equivatent to u dectaration that If you can-
not have hoimediale resumption you will postpone it
Indefinitely, 1f resumption I8 the desirable thing
you desoribe would 1t got be better to have it at the
end of two years and a half than to put it off for
iwelve or ffteen yearst Your rnon.rta Approuch
by investing the surplus ;mJ" in the purchase of
bouds, with the view of uprncmlln‘ ® Yulne of
the rost of them, would be like s proposition to wo
from New York to Boston by way of the Saodwich

Wiends, It wonld be a long way round.

ARBIN YUl sayi—

) L0 your prowpeciies resnmption that 1t donme adl
I-m’.hvi:nll.u WPy tinnihe more of pnpml’ i ancertainty, We
wrind plan (in sibsance; onee, by directing the Secre:
Lary oabel aud dostrey t‘.ul[l,llL of prevnbacks per
month Mier & rriain day. That woold bare brought us
whowly bk y rewiimption hed i bheen  persevered In,

nm‘t-
Bk w o & slior began o pineh Cosgross ordersd it |
1o be laken & Wi ean oy that i wlll not do so sgain if

Moyt 7 Vot shamn o think that we can

bon w0 gontly et we sl hardiy feel i1
el Lk e
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&0"‘ #ir, In contrast to your &'.I;u. which would he
&0 merciless, If 1t were poamble, 1 will present you
g .;_-n';:{‘aw hall by 1aw X @ time, say

W y
firat of July, 1871, to begin the redemption of the
geenluwk 1otes. B‘yﬂsnf o time so far in_ the

ture people would he advyised of the change, adjust
thelr business and make their contracts accordingly,
Retore that time nearly all the existing Indebted.
ness awong the people will have A
iy an estimate which beéen approved by Bsoie
w{m were well verded 1o the bhusiness of the country
three-fourths of the existing Indebledness amouyg
the people will be discharged within twelve months
fromn the 18t of January, 1560; three-fourths of the re-
miining one-fourth will be disch withiu the
pext twelve months, and that by 1st of July,
1571, there will not be in exlstence and unpad 1o ex-
coed four per cent of the existing indebtedness, and
thits the debtor class will almost eniirely escupe
from the oprfprmwn and disnsters with which yoor
plan wonid overwhelin them, arising from the
surdden decline in the prices of all Kinds of property.

Seeond—By xwg o defnite period when the
greenback note will be redeemed a fixed value will
be given to It, which will constantly appreciate as
the perlod fixed for redemption approacnes, and it
will he at par at or before tiat tme, provided the
government 18 making the necessary preparations
for it redemption, It will be muca better for the
business of the country for 1t to reach par by gradual
appreciation than to come up to it by asudden jerk,

45 you propoge, The whole process should be gradual
S0 thit the transition which the country mist mike
from one condition to the other shall be made with
us little disturbance as possible,

Third—By 0xiog a thne for redemption so far in
the future government can, without sudden strain
und without great sacritice, get ready for it 'To
bring about the gradoal appreclation of the green-
bk noted the gold mpst visibly scenmniate i the
Treasury a8 the time goes on. The Hon John J.
Ulseo #ald in a letter soiue two years ago that the
presence in the Treasury of a gold surplus of seventy
or elghty mililons gave strengh to the eurreney, al-
though not set apart by law for 8 redemption,
from the probability that it might be so
appropriated 1 the future, Should Cougress reluse
to reserve the present sarplus gola (n the Treasury
and that which I8 to accrue for the redemption of
the currency, but empower the Seeretary of the Trea-
#ury, before the time arrives for redemplion, to ob-
ttin the necessary gold by the sale of our bonds, it
would probably bring up the notes to par at that
time, if he was known to have made e preanl.iuu;
but their appreciation woulid noi be o gradual or so
certaln as 1 the gold was visibly accutnulating while
the intermediate time was pagsing.

That it would be necessary  have in the Treasury
an awonnt equal to the greenback currency, to begin
redemption, 1 <o not belleve,  Hedemprion could
sufely with $200,000,000 of gold in the Treasury
nuder the provisions of my bill, but certainly not
with $70,000,000. In this work confldence is every-
I:h.in;;, and 18 a4 plant of slow growth and can only be
produced by the obvious employvinent of the neces-
sury measures of preparation. [ the people are sat-
1sfled that the Treasury has gold enough to redesm
all the notes that will probably be presented, but few
will be presented; but If not, then there will be a
rush for the gold to sell it in the market aguin at o
proft, and this is the precise principle upou whnicn
specie paying banks have been sustained.

Fixing resumption at a reasonable time In the
future which theé government and the people may
work to, and the making ol neediul preparations, (o
be known wod understood by all, arendispensable
o any plan of resumption which would avold the
hardships which liyuu admit would attend the waop-
tion of yours. Dy the metiiod | have soggested
tirere will be an actual Inflation of the currency ol
the ume of resumption to the extent that the wnole
amount of goid amd siiver In Lhe country that would
eater into the ¢lronlation would exceed the amount
of grecnbucks that would be presented for redemp-
thon, and thia would do wmueh o prevent the hard-
ships that might otherwise oceur,
1 am sorry that n the comclusion of your letter
you thought It necessary to iutroduce s matter
wiieh i forelgn to tue subject tn controversy and
seeins to be lntended to be personal and severe,
That 1 may not appear to misrepresent you | yuot:
what you say:—
But for the inf ly disk P
five-twenties might Justly be pald off In
power(ul names whersby that villeny was upheld, we
wighs bhave resumed aud commenced funding our fives
twenties ot & lower interest hm!.nm'" It dors not
become even & guasl &0U repentant supporter of that
eriminnl bunder to Ineinuato distrust of my sincerily i
urging .pmxér resumption, nor to talk of my suggesting “Low
not to o 1L This country 8 today mauy willlons poorer
wnd much farther from perfect solvency by resson of that
wretched device of copper! rascality, (he geeenback
theary, and of e eountenance lant Lo It by men whose
patriotsm and sense of uhﬂxnonl.u thie natlon's ereditom
should have kept them out of thin sloagh, I thelr inwegrily
did not suflice. When thin countennnee | have been
wholly withdrawn and apologlzed for we shall be very near
o rosumpiion. I am, res ully, yours, -

HUMACE GREELEY,
NEw YoRE, December 21, 1868,
ina speech In the Senate last summer 1 argned
that under the statutes creating the legal tender
notes and five-twenly bouds the government bl
the right to use the old or existing notes in payment
of those bouds. This argument 1 prefuced with the
decinration that the first duty ol the government
wus lo relurn to specie paymends, whilelh would
render this question unimportant, and denying the
right of the government o 18sue new noles with
which to pay those bonds, What was called the
Pendleton theory, that the government has {he
right W print new notes with whicn to pay the five-
tweniy bonds, 1 have always comdemned. If tius
pusition 18 what you call the “grecuback theory,'
the “infamously dishonest proposition,' the “eruni-
nal binuder,” you heed not pul me down as 8 repent-
ant supporter. You have no evidence ol my re-
pentance,
Your statement that but for the talk of paying the
five-twenues in greenbacks the goverument would
have resumed specie ments and  commenced
1 our five-iwenties at o lower rate of inferest
long ago I8 absunl, I8 aosolutely refuted by the
quotat ops of our stocks, both at home and abroad.
Le six per cents o 1831, as they are called, thay
were issued aml sold before the passage ol the
stiututes creating the legal Lender notes, and which
nobody pretended  should be pald o soything
but coln, snd sbout which there has never been w
question, have never been nved more than four
cents her than the Ovetwentoos; and this was
becanse the law creating thewn reserved no right on
Lie part of the government to pay toem before they
full die In 1881 aod cannot be [unded as the others
may. The fact s, our bondbolaers andersiand per-
fecily woll that, whatever may be the law of the
question, the bonds or any consideruble part of then
canpot be pakl i colt wiille the curieicy remains
depreclated; that it is folly to ik about paying the
bonds in gold U the governmwent caniot procure

ol enough wherewith  to redeem’ (he  green.
ks siat the redempuon of the notes snd o re-
thrn fo SpeCle payments is n necessary condition
precedent o 1k ayiment of the bunds in golld;
and they look much more to the return to $pecie
iy Meuts wnd the establishmoent of our finances upon
@ stdhid bisis than to the moere focu of the conwraet as
to how they shall be pald.  Gold payments should
bgin with the debt that is due, wiiteh s the ear-
rency, and not by shaving bonds that will not be dus
for fourieen years, The currency hes ot the founds
tion of the whole fnancial strocture, and of 11 be un-
sound the strpciure above must be ineecure gud
dangerous,  When it becomes good by belng made
convertihie into gold the national debi may be
funded, by which one-third of the presont volume of
interest can be saved, and the nation will earry the

burden with an everdnereasing ease until its finn!
dimcharge shili come. 1 am very respecilully vours,
O, P. MOKTUN,

Resumption of Specie Payment=Letters fram
Mr. Duvid Wilder and Treasarer Spinner,
fue Joilowing letier to the editor of the Boston

Franseript explioius itself:—

STATE Hovse, Bostox, Dec, 26, 1865,

To T Epiror oF THE BOSTON THANSCRIFT—

I find in your paper this evening a letter npon 1he
subject of resumplion of specle puy ments, addresed
tome by Mon, ¥, E, Spluner, United siates Treas-
urer, in which 1 am credited with having veen for
many years Treasurer of this commonwealth, My
fathier, whose name | bear, was Treasurer from 1557
to 1842, and it was during  that period that
my connection with the departiwent colmmenced,
This continued unthl 1549, when the oMoe of Stite
AUditor was ereaied,
mained wathl 18564; baving meantime become Lis-
torieally conversant with the transactions in the
Treasury back to the commencement of the preseni
century, in making & stalistical article publbied
hy 1. smith Homand, in one of the carly numbers of
the Bankers' Magagine. 1 al80 prepaved an wolysis
und made a new 1nenl of the wecoants inthe

that the
backs, aud the

my report a8 Anditor at the close of the Intter year,
wnil have now in preparation s similar analvisls for
1en YOArs, Tom 1568 b 1807, TOF Lhe use of our pre-
went Treasurer, Mr. Jacob W, Lowd, 1t has been my
purpose W understand as we'l as 1 conld the prinet-
ples which have been recognized by those who huve
uansged our State Sonanees, because | hinve folt that
It was higre, i anywhere, that these would be sound,
And L e something lu our favor that we are nole
to say that for msixty years, since Lo defalestion of
Treasurer skinner, there has never been g dollne
lost to the Commonwealth, nor aoy deisy i the

uks where our funas BAVe Deen kept on deposit.
had 1 New England w
thie lilen that
they naturally flow, and whers they are worth most.

that  but  Iictle,
called  mouey,
Immense  and

comparatively, of  what
In needed

constantly  Inereasing

in olber Wor

| by wpecie which we Ao not poss: s,
| aml

1 took churge of this and re- |

Trensury from 1550 to 1840, which was putillshed o |

went of its obligations, nor any touble with the |

I remember, a8 many of your readers dgannot, the
establishment of this system, and how it has made |
lods and leas specie necessary (o the settiement of
our baiances, Woen toe clenring hounse was estab.
liah#d, not only wis there still less call for con, bt
bank notes were superceded by clecks, showing | the constitutionainy of the ace muking Treasury
1| notes 4 legal tender,
10 QAFTY on  our
busingas,
All thia long exporience bhas showp conclusively |
that it s not specte, or any particular form of enr-
rency, that wa need Lo enable us Lo resuinoe, so much
i a8 that all ]'I:‘PHI' Bhonia be mensared by specie, or,
4, represent commodition at specie |
| prices. It 18 this exprossion to which Mr. Spinner
ubjects, he claiming thut papar cannot be mensured
I hiave assumen,
lieve, properly, in my treatment of this ques-
et BnE LU ReL | on, Tt ke country benk Wiigl bae fuude Ju Ve

city toward which ita notes flow

does not need specie at bome, The hank in the city
which can npmi that which will purchase vx-
ol on or Puris does not need coln,
nor coln puid when the bill is nied
abrogd. ‘The five millions of gold brought Lone
from France Audrew Jackson was all due them
for goods pure there on credit, and wuch of
this gold went back in the original packages to pay

|

Bame debis, inwlvl.nﬁ double trunsportation,
loss of interest, Aeems to us, Who look
ueation practically, that too much stress is
the neceasity for amnﬁ:dpmpuﬂlan b
amount of apecie on and notes in
on, and that we fall to see how much of uli
our business Is transacted without relerence to gold
excepl a4 u standard, having 8 well known and con-
Elderably uniform relation to labor, by which its own
CO&L 18 determined. Let us suppose that my propo-
sitlon to eall the legal tenders seventy-five cents on
€ dollar in gold s adopted and all these notes
luced on compound Interest, at that price, In
he hands of the present holders. 0 one
that they are worth more thun
this change would increase or
power beyond the gecrued
interest. It I8 estima that besides the currency
obligations of the government, there ure private cur-
rency debta to whe extent of at least $3,000,000,000,
and all siese would be increased In amonat practi-
cally at least one-thivd by any mode of resguption
other than the one | have pro| , arid which the
creditors shgmatise ns repudintion. | wikerstand
by repudiation that we give creditors less tan has
bien promised, und (his ls what | have neyer pi-
go Lo do. 1 objected to the pussage of the Lesal
‘ender not, becanse | knew it would chignge ihe
monelary standord us absolutely as if we abpulg e-
hase our eoins o reduce thelr weight, and fhus de-
fraud creditors, us we tad no right to do. I objiet
naw, on the salue prineiple, to wny ch in the
standard without provision for all the wwntracis
existing at the tune payable In cuarrdncy or
h the debase | colnage calléd legal tenders, beeatise
1t will deiraud the dehitor by compelling bifa to joy
more than he has agreed, He does not puy more
dollars in number, but he 18 called upon tapay tue
sane number worth & much hgeher price. This s
bolh unjist and aneonstitutional, and | canies<s iy
surprise that 2o many intelligent writers ontlis sube
ject have failed tw see that it 18 Just as much cepodi-
atton for o ereditor to exaet more thon is dae (o hiw
#8118 14 for the deblor 1o pay less than he owes, et
us find the true specie value of all our corrercy La-
bilities and then say that these shall be brouzht
the specie stundard, and that all contracts in mure
Bhll be rmade oy that standard, ad they were iorn-
erly here gnd sre now abrowd, without rejuiring
any consigerable  amount  of  specle i thedr
payment, this belng rade by wll the various
Torms of currency which represent and act os
ttles to the commodities wilch we exclenge, as
deeds and shares of stock do for renl estate or Nxed
Iroperty. ‘'he (pstant efdest of resimption would
o reduce the prices of all property to the goid
standard, and thus diminish the paying power of all
debtors, unless, as I have sauggested, the pric:s (not
the valuel of their habiities are simultancously re-
dneed in the same proportion, Make this rediction
and resumption may be secured at once, safely wod
equitably for all parties; fail to do this and jesump-
Hon 18 not possible at present, for the debiors who
Owe I currency control (oo nany volies; snd they
will never pay in gold, however much the ‘reditors
may desire (. Before leaving this sabject | wish to
suggest to your roaders who are interested in it thut
one great neceessity of our country, and in fact of
the whole worid, I8 a truly national free banking
#ystem, fommdled upon the single condition that the
banker who receives nofes in the government
for cliculailon shall give the most amplesecurlly
in addition to and not as part of his working capl-
tal, that there shall never he any failure to make the
notes as good as gold at the commercial centre (o-
ward which they naturally flow, and there shouli
also be o reasonable annual tax paid futo the sublic
treasury on the eirculation, and then the benkers
#hould be left in entire freadom.  Leglslation cun-
not determuine where banks shall be loeated, nor
how many we shall have, neither can we @y how
much eapital, how many notes or how muaci specie
there 18 required by our growing commemne, But
we can say that if notes are issued they sinl be s
good a8 gold, sand that & portion of the proflt on
thelr circulation shall return to us, And th's we mny
safely esthmote woulil soon amount to §40,000,00)
per annnm on the gotes required for omr nae, 08
after the withdrawal of legal tend r4 by funding,
we should  want nearly or qoite §1,000,000,000, o
wielt we eould ealleet Tour per cent,
Pt onur fiyst busine=s [8 1o resame, and that, with
due regpect to the views of Mr. Spinner, | belleve
can be done sufely, hopestly and at once,
DAYID VILDER.

Another Letter from Mr. Spinuer.

TREASULY OF THE UNITED STATES,
WAHHINGPON, Dec, U6, 1564,

Dean Sin=Thereare 8o many good things and true
10 your letier of the 24th lustant, just pow recelved,
that 1 should perhapa let pass what 1 do not approve,
and thus end our Ivlendly controversy, as i, for the
waut of time to continue I, had Intended to have
doue, when last 1 wrote you, but I cannot refrain
from saying just one word move.

You say that you “have ucver been able to see
how we could ask that contracts mude with doliars
worth only seventy-flve conts or less shouid be pald
with those worth one buisired, any more than all
ghould that those made with the dollar at one
liundred should be paid with those worth only
ity And you addi—+“In either case (here Is a
gross wrong, the difercnce being that when you
tuke half from the creditor yoa sull leave
half, and do not ruin him: while if you sdd one-third
10 the obligutions uf the debtor you break himdown,
beouuse ufuu Aan nvernge this b8 more in addition to
his Habilitiesn,*

To this my anawer &, though trite, 'tis true, “two
WTONZSs Can Dever inake a ngh"

Because a class of ereditors had an injustice done
them some years since by o claxs of deblos s not &
good roason why & clws of debtors showd now do
another not of injustice to & class of creditors.  ‘This
proposition, a8 a general riule, would scem so plain
A8 Bearee to require another word,  Bot when It is
seen Lt the very persons that saffered by the first
wrong may be the same persong on whom it 18 now
proposed put & new injusiee, the wrong becomes
utore clearly aupparcat to all. ‘The creditor of that
day may lhave, ny (he very wroj activn that yon
complisin of, becoms the debtor of to-day, and ez
o,

Any two given men, having business relations
then and now, way have reversed Looir several con-
dittons of debtor and peditor sinee, The mjured
party then may, Fyour theory be carrded out, be-
coine the fnpnred parl; again now; and the other
mriy, benedted eqaully b tbe lirst wrong, would
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: gl beneited,
Révanse a wrone was done frovn thie direst neces-
By solie years sinee b8 u mighity bad reason why

aniuther wrong shwould ywow be perpetrated from
HEre Wanloniness,

There s asingle other sonsideration to which I
desire to luvite yorr atietilon.  In yoar ciofe seru-
tny of (e wmere fnancial Mew of the quesilon yon
BOETH LD sotine extent W bavy overtonked the morality
that 18 imvolvisd, apd to hve entively lost sight of
the polloenl bearing that 1 matner of gotthing tihis
quesiion will have tpon the aiure of (e country.

The vaoney st is now rep esented by the nutionsl
debt was tomned Lo Bhie gOveonrent at s time when
F oAb wes o gereal perdls Bat for the tmely and thos re-
ceved one govorument wonld have gone out of ex-
Isienpe. Mot of the joans wee nude 1o the govern-
ment from patriotic motives: nany puat thelr all o
thesn to seve the e of the nuthn,  Others, perhaps
Dot B0 pariatie, saw the stoa tge governiment was
. They saw the natlown’s daiger and their owin.
ey took the risss,  Hd tie government fuiled
their whole investment wonlo iave bevn o total losa,
Now, that thelr woney thus saved it i8 it vight in
thitt government thus saved o tum on 113 gavionrs
wnd =ay, Your gains are Mo great: we will com-
o the debt

Do this, wnd 1ot the governnint’s nesds or dangers
b ever ko great inthe futere no one will be found
who will then tewd It o single wllar, elther from  pa-
trintie motives, A ot any rateof lutercat whatever,
Everybody would say the govermment inlled o koep
its faith i the past, what a8t ance i there for the
present or the foture? Amd Dot . few wonld probably
| say a government that doesDo. keep falth with its
| own citlzens s not worth saving. If e government

14 fuithless what hope is there or the people? The
P orality of o goverpment tﬁ) be wisnmed to be

abiout the nvernge morality of he people that are
Lower the staulard of the one and
| the other sinks with it, Althoag | agree with you

in mnny of your views it s doe toe wound frank-
ness that | showld say to you thie 1 dsseut in fofo
| frow all you say in regurd to classor sectional inters
| esis,  These shouid be thrown entrelyout of the dis-
| cusslon of the ffaance question,
1t wus boped (hal the sienal fallire that attended
l the eforts of one of the candidates in fie lute podeal
| eampulgn 10 array the West agadiet tle East on this
very guestion, aad the verdict then rindered by the
West on the lssue then made and desided, had set-
| tied i, et least to the satlsfaction § the East, for-
, ever, Hight s right and w 14 Wong, whether
 done by the crediior or the debtorand It matiers
| not whethor the ous or the other nfpens to bave
his howe either at the East or in the geal West,
| The whole country bas one destify, All shonld
I jenlons of 1t8 goot!! namo at Dom and abroad,
| Iherefore, et us be just and keep Tt with ail with-
out regarid to localities,  In haste, resectinlly yours,
F. .. BPINNER.
Navin WiLpER, Esq., Boston,

THE LEGAL TENDER QUETION.

| R —————

| An Ohio Jurist Gives nn Opinien on the Sube
Jrets
| [From the Cinelnnati Gazgette, ‘ec, 2]
We publish below o letter from Judgp: Nash, of Gal-
lipoils, muwintaining that i the Snprine Court shall

| governed by it

|

During more than furly of these sixty years we hive | decide the paper tender sct illegal all lebts will have
hat has been Kndwn fa the

Suffulk Bank nflla-m of redemption, founded apon
all bank notes should be made equal 1o

wpecie fands at the commercisl centre toward whicn

fo be paid at their face in coin; aleothat Congress
Il power to make uotes o legal tencr, and that i
the court decides otherwise it will be  political and
nol s legal declslon, and entitled to © reapeet, but
will b @ cause for reorganizi it ecourt.  This
would be an carnest and radical tratment of the

[N
GALLIPOLIS, Yee. 24 1808,
Tor THE Friron oF THR CINCINNATIE IAZKTIR: —
| =ee in an editorind in the Gazette an allnston to

You secin to uppose thut if
the court decides sall pot to be uncongitutional such
decislon ean do Hitle or no miscluef, Ance it will not
amect contracts made sice the pnm* of that law,
and refor to the oplmon of counsel who nrgued
against the Inw né an anthoriiy, 11 the onusel made
uny such admission o is clearly mistaoon,

Al Agrecments ard W pay 8o man dollars, and
nothing but whal i® o legnl tender an discharge
Buch a contruet, By the term moneg * aays Judge
Hitchicook (in Morris va, Kdwards, & Ohio  Rep,,
| @0d), “we genernlly understand thel which 12 tae
| Jawho! curreney of & couatry, that widch may be

tendered and must be recelved in of a sub-
ssting " Hence a 0 pay $4,000 in our-
rent notes in the city of Is u contract

of O
land va. Crelgts, 16 Ohlo

mond, 11 Ohlo Rep., 6.) O T the Cotrt,
0 ur ] re-
corutie nothing &% arrent funds of the Stats of

by law required o be of equal value with gold ana

for a dollar or & dollar in bank notes 18 for a sum
certain, (11 Ohto Rep., 7.) These cases settle the law
for (Mo, The two casea just cited originated in n
slate of things llke the preseut, when Cincinnati
bapk notes were below par or not worth as much
s gola and siiver coin. The effort wus made to
lhnlk the recovery to the Vi the bank
paper at date of note,  ‘The Coort held that the word
doilars ealled for sach dollars as were legal tender
tor debts, and there gould be no deduction,

But the coniracts now muule are proinises to om‘
A0 many dollars without referring to q‘mutihn
But these cases show, and they only follow the law
us everywhere recognized, thal 8 noto promising to
[y =0 muny dollars in greenbacks would be U
hlm {::Iu_f in coin il the Legal Tender act 1s uncol u-
(RTTTIEA

The reason of this rule 1s plain. The word dollar
mesls such u coln as 8 by the law of the Unlted
States declared to be 8 dollar. ‘Treasury and bans
notes are promises to pay dolliurs, and not bank notes
or Treasury notes, Thise States can make nothing but
the legwl eoin of the United =tates s legal tender for
debis; henoe If the Legal Tender act 18 veid as o Trea-
ULy notes, then there 8 uoihiog else bul coimn which
18w legrad tencder, and no erediioe can be compelled to
reeelve In payinent of his debt any thing but wiat |8
i legal bender, nod that 18 coln aud owy coin. I the
Lecil Tender sot 18 void e cgneot be compelled to
Fececve Tressury notes 1o payment, aud viere 18 then
othing but gold and suver coin which he ecan be
cotnpelled to receive,

It will thus be seen that adeclsion holding the
Legul dender act voul  makes every ontstanding
debt pryable tn coln, aad 1 need not say what wide-
Apread Tin would foilow the rigid enforcement of
such uodectsion. A contrnet promising to deliver at
a cerlmii duy reasary noles cnlling for the payment
of 20 inuny dollars could alone avold the effect of
such adecislon. In that case o fallure to deilver
wolld be g breseh of covenaut, for which damages
only could be recoverad, aad e dismages would be
liadted to the value of the Treasury noles &8 cou-
{l:u‘t!ll Il-u coln on the day they snould have been de-

Ivered,

I canmot have any doubt as to the power of Con-
gress 1o pass the Legal Tender act, The State courts
have all declded i fuvor of its valldity, save the
rebel court of Kentueky, | belleve, 1f the United
stutes Supreme Court now decide the aet unconstl-
tutiomat 1t will be & polideal declslon, hke that in
Lhe bred Scott case, nod entitlea o no respect, nor
should { be followed Ly the State courts untll the
reorganized Sopreme Court should have ao oppor-
tunity to reconsider the guestion, 1 eannot believe
that the present cours will moake any such decision,
tnongh we have, to some exteut, politicians insewd
of lawyers on the beneh,

One word on the resimption of specie payment.
The less Congress does this session the better. The
tirst step, however, must come from Congress; it
nrust make greenbyeks equ ivalent to coin. At pre-
sent they gre not, Greenbucks will not pay Customn
House duties. The mmporter must take paper for
his goods Linported, and he must pay the dutics in
coln; hence be is forced Into the market to buy coln,
aud he must pay for 1t whatever the lolder of coin
demauds, A8 long a= this state of the law continues
there ¢can be no resumption, because the law makes
coin worth morg than paper; hence paper would be
used nor for the purposes of  business, but to obtaln
coin and thereby muE‘a @ profit.

If Congress wounld simply ensel tnat duties might
be paid in Treasory notes at thewr value io coin, and
that tnterests snoald be paid m the saine at its value
im ecom, 1 do nor believe com would be
any premiun, because no ons would
waut  to buy it, the same not being used
for any purpose for which Treasury nDoles
conld pot  be used. Paper and coin woilld
both be equal, sinee both could perforin the same
fapctions,  The foreign demaud for coln could then
alone give it o value above ‘Treasury noted, If that
demand passes certuin lunits, then, do what you
mizht, gpecie puyment would be bupossible.  In my
Op Lo, this I8 the st step to be taken. If Con-
progs wonld pasa such a luw at oonce, it would be then
politie to walt and see what 8 cfdect would be.

The holders of bonds eould not object, because
they woulld be pabl 1o what was the equivalent of
coli, amd that is oll any one can ask. Our domestic
crediturs at once convert thelr gold coupons into
Uregaury notes, winch 18 now the only domestic
standard of value we have, All values in business
transactions are measured by Treasury note dollars
and not by com.  Tune must bring about the change
which ali dedlre; but Congress mnst repeal its un-
wise legislation—unwise o il inception and equully
unwlse now—hefore @ slep can be takep leading to
regwnption. Yours, SIMEUN NASH,

RAMAPO PARK.

A Huburban Pnark of 7,000 Acres In the
Vicinkhty of New York.
The development of rural tastes and rural habits,
fostered by the increuse of raliway lacllities to and
{roin our large cities, I8 no where )0 marked as In
the vicinity of New York. Along the several lines of
risllway wlich diverge from the elty into the adjoining
counties, and into Connecticut and New Jersey, con-
tmuous villages extend for many miles. Beyond
these are successions of villas and country seals
with highly ornamented grounds, exhibiting much
taste and reflnement.  In many localities large tracts
of land are included In one general Aystem of im-
provement, adding greatly to the beauty of the land-
scape and to the comfort of the residents by exclud}
ing every possibility of nul of any kind, An-
dubon Park, laid out under the auspices of the distin
guished nataralist whose name it bears, was one of
the ploneers In this character of Improvements; and
the air of neatness aud social comfort which still
pervades that locality, although it Is fast being en-
eroached upon by the rapil strides of the i}, bears
testimony to the wisdom and good taste of the
designer,
Lewellyn Park, Ridgefield Park, Rutherfurd
Park, Gien Park and & host of others are designs of
the same naiure. All of them, however, are cotu-
parativery limited in their extent; at least they are
#0 when compared with the sesign just completed
of the “Ramapo leserve and Huating Park,™ em-
bracing an arca of 7,000 acres, the locality of which
18 that portion of the tighlands of the Hudson,
which, pu:lui:f nio Rockiand eonnty, 18 cloven hy
the Hamapo river, forming s most beautifol and pie-
turesque scene of valley und monntain clits, table
lands and monatasn lakes, The Erie Rallway pasaes
throngh the gorge of the Highlands at tuis point,
wiwere it enters the State of New York, and a drive
of five minyies from Saffern Station ngs you to
the enirance of the park. The principsl asvenue
winds= along the bank of the Hamapo, and to the
right s succession of terraces extenda to the bise of
the mountaln, afording many ine sites for resi-
dences, Al the point where the valley of the Ramapo
i4 met by the valley of the Torte the avenue crosses
the Rawmapo, and after following the right bank for
some distance it gradually ascends the easterly slope
of the mountain, where a seene of an nimost Alpine
characier s presentad,  As fnr a8 the eye can reach
the rugged tops of the Rumnmapo Mountains risoe
one above :ll:i m;u-r. with u:u . Jenrﬁe ll;; the fore-
und, aro whose suwmnmit clouds are gaih-
mmmwwleul'outehhm‘ h 1rhm: miles 1 exient,
listens in the suniyght al 1 fee
- Few wouid belleve thai within one hour's ride of
New York so wild and pictaresgue a could be
found. The ral ﬂe.aﬂn of this park is somewhat
peculiar. It is intended that, the of the
property being determmed, theve shall be a funad for
improvement and mamtenance: the whole will then
e (ivided smong & limited nnmber of subscribers,
who shall beeome actual residents, each selecting his
wlie for a couniry m and with the fee sim-
ple of that also ving, In permnl?. the
right to use the entire reserve for hunting,
driving, &c. Nuomerous lnkes, pom
furnlsh an inexhaustibie mnount of Ashing, while
the foresis which cover the mountains are filled with
every kind of game. ‘The entire scenery s as diver-
sifled s it 8 pictaresque.  The mountain sireams
and Tiila have thelr cascades and waterfalln; the val-
jeys and giens are as seciuded na the hills and moun-
isins are prominent, and, besides all this, there ls s
deep Wiglorie interest attached to it which will siways
give It & peculiar charin to the patriotie. The gorge
of the Ramapo was the only passage th which
# hostile furce couid haye passed northward during
the ocenpation of New York by the British troo)
The great chain scrosa the Hudson at-West Point
secured the of the mnver against the
fleet, but o land movement on the westerly
side. of the river could only be eMectively
opposed at this precise spot. Accorlingly General
Washingion caused heavy intrenchments to be
thrown up at the gorge, the remains of which are
aiiil religlonsly preserved. On the Torne Mountain
Lie eatablished an observatory from which all the
movements of the enemy could be distinetly watched;
s that the liml revives the Incldents which ate
tended the most critical period of our country's his-
tory, And it 18 fiting that & park of sach grand pro-
portions shouid preserve within its lunits, wsur-
rounded with those embelllsniments which o true
regard for nature suggesis, the mementos of strug-
gle #o fraught with heroism and so full of momen-
tous consequences to the futare,

This aplendid design has been conceived and exe-
cuted by General Egbort L. Viele, who has shown in
1t the same taste aud akill wincl are exhibited In his
plans of Central Park and Prospect Park, which add
w0 much to the two great cities of which they are the
gems,

CREDIT WHERE CRED!T IS DUE.
Nuw YORK, Dec 29, 1869,
To ™e Emror oF THE HERALD 1~
| wish todo s simple act of justice to o friend. In
your paper of the 27th 1t 18 stated that George W,
Childs expended $10,000 in charities, &¢., on Christ
mas Doy, and et big reqaest”’ & dinaer Wad given
10 the newsbors, &c, Now, the Messrs Drexel are
owners of the Philndelphin Lodger aud the Lediper
l Putding, sod Mr. Autoony Dresel amd hils brothers
are the benevolent gentiemen whose hearts are fil 4
willt loving Kindness, and wiao bosiow so guictly the
charitied we delight so moach (o hear of, M. Chilis,
Wien ub ouse, 18 werely the inptrwmeat.  THRUTH.

THE BOLIDAYS AND THE FLORISTS.
To e Epiron ov THE HERALD:—

The amount of fowers used in New York for the
Chrisunas and New Year holidays you may safely
put down at & valuation of $150,000. Christmas of
lats years s much more generally observed, and
large quantities of lve plants for rooms as well as
flowers for dinner tables are presented, The plant
presents | attribute more to the German element of
our population. The amount of flowers for the
whole year will hardly fall short of $1,000,000, and,
should you include the fowering plants, will exceed
that considerably.

There are from 200 to 300 familles depending on
the growth of plunts and flowers 10 supply New
York. The larger number in & small way are prinei-
pally Germans and French. The larger growers and
longest established are Bcoteh, English and Irish,
some of whom have very extensive establishments,
with thousands of feet of giass houses for forcing
fowers for winter, A few of the most extensive
establishments are John Henderson, Brondway, near
Ninetecnth street, and Flushing, Long Island; W. C.
Wilson, No. 45 West Fourteenth street, and Astorla,
Long lsland; Andrew Bridgeman, Broadway and
Elghteenth street, and Astoria, Long Island; Peter
Henderson, Jersey City: James Wier, Bay Hidge,
Long Island, with many others,
The most fashlonable fowers for bonquets this
are ten rogebuds, 1lles of the valley, violets,
carnations, heliotrope, daphne odora, &c., tled o

& loose bunch, with rose geranium and rose leaves
for green.  The stif ani formal bouquet is now gel-
dom asked for, When you want anything exira
clioles, or what may be culled XX, you must go In
for orcheades, Those are the most rare, gorgeous
and fragrant flowers of [ndia, China, Japun, Mexico
and troplenl America, and are only in icw collec-
tiond.  Thoge are the lowers with which the guecus
and princesses of the Old World adorn their hair on
bridal and festive occaslons. Urange blossolus are
also indispensable. 'The lodians of Mexico and
Central Amerioa hold themn in the highest esteem.
The peristeria einta (dove fAower), pure white,

of o wu{ texture, has the perfect form
of a dove with half expunded wings, inside the
nower very ol aud held in great reverence by

the people of Central America, under the nane of
santua splruts, 'The onecdinm paplillo or butterfy
flower I8 also a cholce gem In Spantsh maripos=a ;
the cattlegas of Bragi and Venviueln are among
Lthe showiest of the famlly, The Loclia majales or flor
e majo, of Mexico, 14 what lialon 18 sald to get his
fine perfume extracted from. The pext grand and
msot useful Aower I1s the camela japonica,4m all
1ts various colors, Wihite ones are gsed on all ocea-
sions and form a groundwork of all jarge fower
pleces for decorations ; tuberose s a very desirable
Hower for purity and fragrance, and much used st
funerals in forming wrealhs, crosses, and other de-

ns., In couney with the cawmella this ustng
white flowers for tunerals hag become so extensively
in use within, 1 may ten years, that It forms s
large item in the flower of New York Asmuch
a8 five hundred dollars, and sometimes more, are
g:e?l:&n one funeral where the family has large coo-

¢ !
Church decorations at Faster and other satnts’
duys wnke considerable trade, The Cathollcs were
firsl in decorating their churches, but now many de-
nominations follow the custom. Many gentiemen
use thelr own flowers from their conniry green
liouses, and often order flowers from the florist, not
hiving enough from thelr own places to supply their
desires ; others sell all their Nowers to meet the ex-
penses of thelr country places while lving in town,
At New Year wearegiad to purchase flowers from
anywhere to supply our orders. Many cowme from
Philadelphia, Baltimore, Washington and Albany.
Houth of New York Christmas Is the great holiday ;
by New Year's they have generally soine fowers to
Apare. The flower trade has made wonderful pro-
gress the past flve years all over the Eastern and
Middle States. The great American le have the
innate Jove fur the beautiful and have the means to
enjoy 1t. The Southern States before the war were the
great garden of fowers, Every now and rare flowering
plaut was purchased by the Southern ladies and
gardened with the greatest care and attention.
They still have the love but not the means to gratify
80 Jandable and beautiful an undertaking.

IHAAC BUUHANAN,

No. 9 West Seventeenth street.

A DAY AMONG THE FLORISTS.
Floral Castoms Among the Ancients and Me-
dieval Ages—Modern Cultore of Flowers=—
Progress and Growth ol the Trade in This
Ciry.
Flowers have been fittingly designated the smiles
of the earth. And so they are, and =miles of beauly,
and

Isa ?U‘;‘Rl‘l‘::";mu"
Yen, nowers are a joy, and they always have been
and always will be. They are a joy as the outer
expresaion of all that is most beautiful on earth, and
a8 Infinitely surpassing In delicacy of formstion and
exquisite shades of eoloring the finest fabrications
of highest genius and art; they are & Joy as diffusing
pweet-scented odors, to which the aroma of the most
entrancing perfumes Is but a clumsy aspiration of the
finite after the far away and unatiainable perfections
of the infinlte; they are a Joy as expressive of any
variety of human sentiment, from the commonest
interchanges of everyday friendship to the tenderest
emotions of the most passionate love, or from the
faintest shadow of inciplent dislike to asoul frenzied
with flerce and undying hate. They are a joy as
giving mute but touching revelation of holy and un-
fading remembrances of decensed loved ones.
Flowers and the uses to which they have been de-
voted in the successive ages of the worli's history
prescnt & subject as Interesting as it 1s attractive
und logtructive. Anacreon in his odes gpeaks of the
custom of encircling the head, neck and breast with
crowns and gariamds of fowers.  This custom passed
from the Greeks to the Homans, and It aldo existed
among the Hebrews, who probably borrowed It from
the Egyptlans or Babylonians. For the adornment
of tombs and burisl pinces the Greeks em-
ployed generally the myrile and the amaranth,
but the Romans gave the preference to the uly, the
saMron plant, and, above mil, the rose, The ancients
were careful to renew the plants which were placed
around their sepuichral urns, to give them as nearly
as poseible the appearance of & perpetunl spring-
time of flowers. The lomans considered tus pious
care 8o agreeable to the spirits of the departea that
wealthy cltlzens often bequeathed eatire gardens to
be reserved for furnishing their tombs with fowers,
In Turkey females that died nomarried had a rose
peulptured at the top of thelr monument, Some of
the ancient heroes as well a8 heroines of whom we
read spent upon foral decorations lavish sums,
Cleopatra, not satisfied  with having prepared
for her first meeting With  Antony a
hall whose walls were covered with puarple
tapestry interwoven Wwith gold, and all the
roses of solid gold, enriched with precious stones,
had the floor coversd with roses to the depth of
clghteen inches. Whether association with the erratie
and laxurious Queen of Egypt begot in her noble
suitor and siave a passion for Aowers he did oot
possess Dbefore history does not inform us; but it is
& master of historical record that when after the bat
tie of Actium he thrast himself through with his
sword for fear he might fall into the bands of
Augustus, lie, with his dying breath, requested Cleo-
patra not to forget his tomb, but while she lived
seatter over It roses, Wien Nero—he who played

tne violin st the bhurning of Rome—gave lis
celebrated fete tn the Gulf of Barte he expended
upon flowers alone fonr milllon scsterces, or about
$100,000, a8 @ sed In modern greenback enr-
rency, Some of the suceessors of Nero were quite us
luxuriantly extravagaut upon the sunject of lowers,
Lucius Aurelins Vores had a couch made on which
were four ralsed cushions, closed on all sides by a
very thin net and 0k« with ieaves of rosed, Hetlo-

Inbus was not salisfled with the natural scent of
!:wen, but Invented a process of croshing them so
as to Intensily theig periumes It was a universal
mtmongt.ha wealthy at ths time to seatter rosed,
violets, the hiyacinth, the narcissus and other fowe
not only on their condhes, but through the hails nn
@ven on the porticos of thelr painces, Galling would
never sleep except ‘n a rose arbor.  Among the an-
clants, and even through the medieval wges,
flowers were  comspicaous  on  all  grand  oc-
casions and At public  and _private ifes,
The Greeks and Romans surrounded the statues of
Veuus, lebe and Flora with lsnds of roses,
They had their aperial Aoral festivals, at which the
statae of the (}I:wpmnmlénﬂn wias covered with
every variety of floul products, 1n the festival of
Hymen at Athens the l‘mum of both sexes, adorned
with the richest wd rareat fowers, mingied (n
dances inteuded to represent the Innocence of pri-
moval thnes. At Rome, in thmes of public rejoleing,
they strewed the streets with flowers  The
flower held in  highest ngnl.e among _the
anclents  was rose, ythological _fable
aitributes the prednct of this flower to Flora,
the Goddess of Fowers. [t is stated that having
found the dead boy of one of her favorite nymphs
she tmplored the ud of all the t!lrmrlan derties to
aid her in changing 1t wnto o flower, which all others
should acknowiedge to be the queen, Apolio lent
the vivifying power of lils brains, Bacchus bathed it
in nectar, Vertanus F-ra it perfume, Pomoon itd
fenit, and Flora heraell gave ite disdem of fowers,
Porsin and sl the rountries of the Orlent are full of
interesting legend: in connection with fowera. We
might trace out theso legends and tollow oul the
more assured history of more modern times, but
we must burry on to che presant ers, anid more
especially the present fursl epoch, always coming
l with the hotkdaye, in our own time and cliy.

Disminsing otlier countries, Franco, lialy, Epg- ‘

it s an u -~
VI mnz:alﬂm fact that mmam for
and by steadily lluﬁ!mlmc We menn llnum
mud o}h:m;:‘r;;m‘rgm:‘m increase in population.
t\m 1‘,\;?“ untlumgnt“wol‘ I. o oos -
No publie reception is complete delicate
beamwd welvome fragrance ; m%:&mm and
private parties are distinguished by most laviah dige
plays of these doral tokens of w and luxurions-
1e88,  They have become s conspi ™
feature of vmldmg-. and there 18 not l\{m
tleutarly amoug vhe wealchier classes of ROCIEEY, :ut
m the cholcest and most expensive flowers

¢TH are
to scatter Ir dweer
unburied dea undreds  of llnllmom :.:

n bouguets to throw to favories
upon the operatic and theatrical stage.  Ladies wear
Enw“ 43 head ornaments. In fact,
flowers have become an article, and pre-eminently
80 @t tlus time, of slmost universal consumption,
A vialt w the diferent stores where dowers are sold
s & flcent treat, Here one sees the glonons
beauty of our most besutiful owers in perfection,
The following are sowe of the varletles of fowers
In making up bouguets, baskeils, wreaths and
nosegays :—Japunicas, of which there are between
five and gix hundred varieties ; tuberose, tes rose
of which gafirons, lamarque, tapiotoll #0d red and
white carnations, orguet, cm.atina. hyacin'hs, in all
varieles of colors; jasmines, daphues, hellotrope,
cruninns,  mignogette, polywnthus, narclasusyg
eqapolilan  violets, jonquils,  tulips, eornelins,
crocus, pansies, mesembryantbemums, ehry-
mlhﬂnlll?leﬁ avieln, and ‘o Ust which rzl
be extend to almost unending 1 5
shells and cnnning birds that are wrooght
most pleasing combinations, buskets of fNowers G
for & paluce, bouguets @it for & gueen. The most valus
uble bouquel at present to be seen on  Broad-
way is waloed at  $300, though frequen
they put np those costing twice and treble t
amonnt ana buskets worih mueh more, ‘The prio-
cipul dealers In Nowers are Willlam ©, Wilson, J.
DBuchanan and A. Sriagman. Al these have large
uurseries al Morrisunia, each covering not less Ltham
twenty acres and having pot less than 75,000 square
feet of gluss, These wre the only dower dealers
the city baving nurseries.  There are s multitude
others haviog hothouses, as James Buist & Son,
Walter Held, henyon, Hansa, Fitzpatrick, Riddoe
Cinrk and Fisher, Al the other dealers, inol
August Brown (who, by the way, has an artiie
process by which he preserves fowers 80 that they
ggatrherg z}. llll.!.'s‘r;rl ‘ﬂﬁwm and E. C.
owers, which are wn principally om
Long isiand and in New Jumfu ’flw; make up as
flne bouguels, however, as the rest. At one place on
Christinas Eve were sold baskets and bouques of the
aggregate value of $2,600. As stated, also, the holl-
days are thelr harvest thoe; but the trade continues
good ail winter, till mto July, in fact, when the chief
patrons of our city Uorists betake themselves to the
couniry and it native wild wouds aud fowerss
The trade for the past gear has been greatly lo
ldu\:il;cte ";ﬁa‘,"ﬂ“ tit was t eprwlnl%: year, and, as als
ready sta H8 been al nting from year W year,
tll now the annual sales count up m hnndre‘
thousands of dollars. The dealers themselves know
their own business, bul seem to know very lt
about that of others, A to prices therais g
& very agreeable unanimity. A beautiful buattonhoi
flower auch as old bachelors of ambitious vipws and
widowers oppressed with loneliness are apt to sport
nmfx‘bc had from ten to twenty-ve cents,
to the height to which the ambition of the bacheior
may aspire or the depressing depths of the
widower's lonelinesa, USeTUYE ¥ in price
from @ quarter to tenfold tlus sum, the ascending
valuation rising in the scale of ascending series as
rise in rarity and cost the towera of which they are
composed. Bouguets may be had for two dollare
and very beautiful ones for ten dollars, but #ix dole
lars 8 aboul the average price of ave bouguetd.
But our people of wealth and fashlon nu indulge
in the extravagance, or raiber luxury, of $300 and
$600 houqnets. On bridal oceasions these more ex-
pensive bougquets are apt lo show themselves. All
the wealth of fowers and wealth of ingenuity Im
the ar ment of the* flowers are expel
upon them. Flower wreaths bave all sorts of
prices, according Go the glze and expensive-
ness of the fowers employed, The acme of
expenditure npon fowers—a single portion of them—
18 on Aower baskeis. ‘These are of two kinds, stand-
ing aud hanglng basketd. lmmense ingenuity as
well a8 taste i3 expended upon the baskels, some
belng pluin and simpie and others of curiously com-
plex and qiaint deyices, Several ely are
quently found on one siund—ihat is to say, o central
basket the largest of all and other smaller one
lesser but not less beautiful in their make up,
round this centre, The expense of gourse 1a fad
ated by the cholte selection of the fowers,
the rarest and richest eatering into  ther
composition. A8 high a8 $2500 nhas been
1d for one of these baskets, but very fine ones cam
bought for twenty-llve dol and from that up
to fifty dollars, Some beauatiful un cx%mllmomm:
are algo made, There 1s one on exhibition in Braun
window, valued at $150. Un special occasions, or &
ublle reception, a large private party, at some of
he pnlmaf‘ru lences on Fifth avenue, or a wedd:
in fashionable life, are expended the largest
for tlowers, It can readily be séen that In propor-
tion a8 are multipiied bouguets and baskew and
fioral wreaths (s multiplied expense, It 18 not
unusmal that thousands of dollara are spent on such
floral decorations, SIS Are X ed for Doral
tributes to favorites on the o ¢ and theatrical
luga. The fine faces 8¢t off with paint and powder,
and figures finely moulded and golog through be-
witchingly undulitory movements in front of the foot-
lights, have the most magical efec ¥/
just coming Into maturity and estales and possois-

more monegy than brains are those npenninam
o gon these floral indulgences, How-

most money o
ever, the profils go to the florist, and such patronige
helps to swell their groas receipta. As & general
thing thess “bouguet 0 ré'' are a claptrap ring
got up for sensational @ The sure and steady
patrons of our Norists are our le of wealth. For
dinner and eveuln% partiea, for parlor decorations,
for ornaments of a bride and for the golacing accom-
paniments of the solewn funeral service ladies, hows«
ever, for the most part, are the bayerd. Their ex-
qulull.e taste, 8o artistically shown in shopping, one
of the natural inatinets of women, 18 48 mstinctively
showo as 1t is needed here. An ool Or eveniug
cnll it this season of the year at any of our leading
up town fourists will show bevies of the most beauti-
En ladies of ourﬂmy gmced In purchasing flowers—

OWers nmong owe!

A great delgl hns been written and a greal deal
more might be written upon the poetry

age ascribed to fowers and thelr refinlog in-
gfmucea. They are tie good angels of this Hle.
of sunny skies, they betit all places—the church, altug
and tomb, the bail, opera and theatre, the public
party and private parior, shop and store, ofice and
counting rooin, basement and attic—anywbere and
everywhere, all timed and all occaslons,  They give
adiditional Joy to the joyful, they soften the rough
asperities of 1ife, unto some they give solnoe,  They
fill tiie mir with pieassat perfumes aud the bearts of
all with delight,

Mre. Augusins Dick Siat t of the
Editor of the Chicage Tribane.

Mre. Augustus Dickens, who committed sulcide in
Chicago on Christmas eve, was not the widow of the
decensed brother of Charlea Dickens; but the real
Mrs. Augustas Dickens 14 living in London, support-
ed by her bLrother-in-law, the eminent novellst,
There are three Uttle children of the late Augustus
Dickens living in Chicago, who now, in addition to
their other misfortune, are deprived of the loving
care of thoir mother, Mr, Augustus Dickens was a
brilliant scapegrace, who abandoned his wile in
Engiand and ran away to America with Miss Bertha
Phillips, daughter of an Insurance agent, a young
Imly of many aitractions and accomplishiments, I
have heard that after arriving at an interior town in
Ninols, and having reslded there a suMcient lengih
of ttn:'. he pmmr;l;dlvum from his wife and
mapried Miss Phillips, but of this [ have no Knowi-
edge. Tt 18 certuin that she was thencelorward
treated by her own porents a8 Mra. Dickens, and
that soe received a small bhequest in her father's will
a4 “Mm, Bertha Phillips Dickens." Neveriheless,
the former Mrs, Dickens lived, and still lives, in Lon-
don, I8 now aMicted with blindness, and 18 sup-
ported by Charies Diekens,

When Mr. Dickens visited this conntry iact year
the E attributed remarks in regard to
him to spite, ise Mr. Dickens had not incinded
Chicago In the lst of cities in which he was to give
his readings, 1t 18 easy now to wee why Mr, Dickens
could not visit Chicago. If he hal done =0 he must
either recogmze Mea, Bertha Phlilips Dickens Lo the
injury of the other Mrs. Dickens, orf by hils refusal to
do so expose her to contumely. It iseasy to wee,
ulmo, why he contributed nothin her support,

These facts came to my Knowied through the
kindness of a literary friend o London, o fow dayve
before Mr, Dickens' departure from tals couniry.
Much ns | desired to repalr the njary that had been
dene him, It was clearly impossible to do so without
inflicting the greatest harm apon Mrs, [nekens, |
understood that Charles Dickens nns always been
solicitons that the lady In question siionkd receive no
other :lilurg from hig family than she had aireasdy
recelved; that he wished her well, and that he was
willing fo do or to forboar doing anything not In-
consistent with his duties to the more anlicred
wonll:ud whom his brotoer Angostus had jelt n

nd.

It only remaind to add that Mra, Bertha Phillip®
Dickens (whom | never saw) bore an unbiemi
reputation at Chicago, Upon the deccase of Neo
husband she was left destitute, with three mfunt
enlldren to support and educate. She was fall nrur_

those whom God committed to her eares o
nobie siruggle with poverty was allevister In a
wreat degree by the Kind hearted gentiemen of the

artment of the Tlinols Central Halway, of
which Mr. Augnstos Dickens had been Bu oinployes
and It 18 safe to assume that her dear ohildren wil
not coms (o want, It appens to me o (al Mra
Diekens died of a broken heart, and thiat no contri-
Dutions of money from Charles IICKOTS of the people

Thito . od her wound,
of Chicago could Lave hemi HORACE W HITE,

Editor of the Uhicago T iimne.



