
NEW YORK CITY.
IHE COl ttTS.

CfitlEO STATES CIRCUIT COURT.
Tbo Calendar or Cases.Equity.

He/ore Judge Blatchford.
The Court opened at eleven o'clock yesterday,

when a very la.go attendance of the bar wan present.
The calendar was culled over and cases In several
Instances set down lor trial.

The Ailrgrd Tribune Association Libel.
Cooke r.--. The Trlh' ne Ansociation..'tUM case

beiii;? ciil etl lu Its order on the calendar, Mr. E. R.
Meade, counsel lor me plaintiff, announced to the
Court thai the plaintiff was readv ami anxious that
the case sho.ilri be set down for trial at an early day.
The Court lixed Thursday next for the trial of the
case.
The Alleged McHenry Perjury Casa.Motion

for Postponement Granted.
Before Judge Benedict.

The United tw. John u. Jft7/M»r(/..This case win
the first in order on the calendar for the day, and was
called up by the Court. United Mates District Attor¬
ney Courtney announce ! mat the government was
ready to proceed. 1 he dereudaut, through his counsel,
Mr. 13. D. McCarthy, then moved to postpone the
trial on account 01 ute absence of au important wit¬
ness, one 11. Moore, at Newtiern, N. C.
Mr. Courtney opposed the motion, stating that the

affidavit put in by defendant showed no proper
grounds for postponement; that he (Mr. Courtney)
would put In a counter-affidavit In a few minutes
showing that Moore kuew nothing whatever of the
ewe, and that the motion for postponement was a
mere subterfuge for delay. The motion was subse-

8ii<miy giunted, itnd ine trial of the caso tlied for
ie 11.i .n.^aut peremptorily.

The Lejpsiugcr uad Bininger Whiskey Case.
, Motion ftf Postponement.Another 8ieli
Wlriikey Alun.
The United State# tw. Zeipsinger arut Iilnlrujer..

The names of these defendants, It will be remem¬
bered, tigured pretty conspicuously on the trial of
Biaisdell and others, ihey are indicted lor stealing
Whiskey fiom the distillery in Forty-fifth street ami
consp nn,; to defraud the government. Counsel lor
the defendants, on au application to postpone the
ease stated that the defendant, Diuinger, was sick,
and he desired a postponement to such time as ho
slio ild be so tar recovered as to be able to come into
Court.
DlEtuct AUorney Courtney prayed the Court to

direct that the statement ol couu.-el as to ttie sick¬
ness of the defendaut be presented in the shape ol
on affidavit, go as it might be clearly understood
wiiu: the nature and extent of this alleged sickness
w as, and the ground of the application.
The Court, ugr etttg with tho District Attorney,

dir. (ted couuhoI U> put his application in the shape
of au affidavit.

Tbo Wntson & C'rary Case.
The United States' v*. Watson <t Ci'ar(/..This case

was again calle.1 on tips morning, and the District,
Attorney moved that it be proceeded with. The de¬
fend ii'.'s, who ranged among the most extensive
winy v dealers >u the city, are indicted for removing
ian.<; ijuaatitlei of spirits from a distillery to a place
other than a bonded warehouse and lor conspiring
to defraud the United states government.

t He defendants Interpose special pleas, which
Were argued at great length before the court and a
Jui> by Messrs.. toughtou and Clinton oil the part
of the defendants, uud oa the part of tiie govern¬
ment by Messrs. II. K. Phelps And P. Simons, AS-
ais: ant District Attorney. The Court overruled the
.pe<; il i i-t and directed the jury to find for the
goreimiiuaU Verdict accordingly.

Action of the Grand Jurr.
It. is rumored around thecouris and offices, lu halls

and on stairways, in small kuoU aad in largo
knots of the species that most do congregate
in and ar t.nU tiie court buildings in Chambers
atreet. on the trial ot cases from the criminal calen¬
dar, that the Grand Jury are matting a thorough
Inves.nation into the whole system of frauds against
the government that have so long existed among the
whiskey nun, their advisers und abettors, legal and
others. There is evidently fresh cause of disquietude
in these rumors, auent the action ol the Grand Jury,
to lie hcu. 'S o: ail these parties, as it is feared that
between the Grand Jury and District Attorney Court¬
ney.ihe upper and nether millstone.they will all
ceuie to fresh aud immediate grief.

SUPREME COURT.GENERAL TERM.
The Jurisdiction ef the Hoaee of Refnire.
iieforo Judges Clerke, Sutherland and Barnard.
The Poople, ex rel. The Societyfor the Btformatton

of JuwnUe Delinquents, vs. rrantte Degnen..The
respondent, a boy of about sixteen years of age, was
committed to the care and custody of the relators,
be nuving been charged with the crime of petty lar¬
ceny. Judge Harbour, of the Superior Court, dis
charged the boy upon habeas corpus, on the ground
mainly that under the statute no imprisonment for a

longer period than one year could be Imposed for
petty larceny, while the term of this sentence was
indefinite. The relators brought tne case before this
court on certiorari to review the proceedings before
Judge Harbour, and a decision was (yesterday ren¬
dered reverslmr the proceedings below and remand¬
ing the petitioner, Degnen, to the custody of the in¬
stitution.
Justice Rsrnard. in bis opinion, says that the act

cresting the society gave its managers power to
receive Into tie House of Kefuge "certain classes ol
delinquent children," and to place them during their
mmorit/at such useful etnpiovinent and instruct
them In such useful knowledge as should be suitable
to their year? tmd capacity. A report was to be made
annually to the Legislature and to the corporation
of tne city of New York of all facts and particulars
which tended to show the effects, wii'ituer advau-
tageons or otherw.se, of the association: and the
Legislature also directed that tne Act'Should he con¬
strued by the courts beneficially and favorably for
every humauo and laudable purpo.-e therein con¬
tained. Tl.o institution was created for purposes or
retoi mutton, and not ofnunlshment. In furtherance
also of tins charitable design of reformation, courts
bv wn cli Inrenlle offenders wereconvic;edof crimes
were empowered, instead of sentencing them to a
bta!e ptisr.n or county jail, to order their removal to
at.d confinement In this institution. No sentence Is
imposed, Out instead thereot the delinquent is com¬
muted to the car.) and custody of this establishment,
and the jeraued Judge fell into error in construing It
otherwise.

In hU opinion Judge Clerke also holds that It Is a
Mistake to say that tne term indicated ia tne con¬
viction is Indefinite, so far as It gives the Uouse of
Refuge authority to confine a person for an unascer-
tHi.i.di u-per.o I. The words of the conviction itsell
do not specify any precise period, but it reiers with
sufficient certainty to the authority given by law to
this institution, and that is in express terms u>

"retain in rs custody male persona until their ma¬

jority and fema>e persona until the age of eighteen
years."' fcven if mere was any ambiguity in the lan¬
guage It should be construed literally: for the au¬
thority given to tins institution is beneficent lu its
effect on Ute individual person and on society, and
In relation to the former the exercise of tiie au¬
thority amounts to a computation of the ordinary
punumment. Krictiy speaking, the confinement of
the ilouse of l.elugcooes uot nart4%e of the degra¬
dation or physical suffering to which persons are

subject usually in prlsous. Its ills Ipiine is reforma¬
tory, with me view of saving persons during the sus-
oepUMIity of lender years from total profligacy and
restoring them to society In a condition uo louger
dangerous to it.
liu creating Question of Liability for Psmssl

Injuries*
Osborne, Appellant, tw. The ITtmm F\*nij Company,

Rt-lMHuciU..11.1a case was argued on upjieal from

. judgment, sgulnst the plaintiff upon a nonsuit.
Tlio Action was brought to recover damage* for an

injury sustained by plaintiff In consequent of tbo

alleged misconduct of defendants. The plaintiff,
together witu his wife and other qj< tubers of Ills
tamiiy, on the mil of February, hw, aiiotit seven
o'clock in the evening, croesed iroin Krooklyn In one

of the <i»fcuU juts' ferryboats, and after crossiug
pa»scd out of the ferr.' Uouso tin* regular wny for
pBnoeng-rs to get to an omnibus at the loot of Kul-
ton street, New York. The nlgln being dark, and no

lamp being In the street or on the premises of the
dcicniaiits to atfoid livlit to ferry or ot'ter passen-
I,im in that part of the dreet, the plaintiff stumbled
over a pier. of timber used to support a prop that
uitli 'Id a cornice of the new ferrv house which was
then Iiciig built lor deleiiiian<s. The exact
pla> ol ue accident and of the piece of luulier over
whicti tie fell was outside ol the ferry gate and pre-
niiHi * and on the puoile hmhwav or street, but still
ain oat adjoin lug the gate. I he ferry bouse was
being ercctod by the trvnltecturni Iron Works <*om-
pa ci v under a contract with tbe defendant, oy
wt.i li the company i»as to put up the work accord-
Ins t'i »P' ciilcation. in lueli manner as not to inter¬
fere with the operation of the ferry, and was to pnt
up all Decennary guards and to pnrionu all other due
and projicr act, and things for the -afe pr<»t««-tlort of
pe.'soiis Slid property. Judge (,'ler»e delivered i.be
decision of the court In au extended opinion In
which he holds tnai utile** ii»lie\ed by the con¬
trail ttic ferry company was guilty of negligence
In u>)t having lighu. The sum 01 an recent
derisions whs ihat where a contractor has
atlmiatod to uso the necessary precauttonarv
n.eitsores to proiect. the pnblli nir\lnat accident* the
o^ner or emj¦ oyer is relieved iroiu responsibility.
The contract In this case, the judge hold*, does not
provide for the use or any .such precautionary
measures. The Judge in eiincinslou says:.The
Si.i-iIon Involved In this r#** in aoincthmg more
¦nil a qiiefHon of negllgeuoa. The piw* oi Umber
over which the plaintiff fell was plat eu and con¬
tinued In the nibiic street at the procurement and
«t Hi) the occurrence of the defendant, rue placing
and kcepmg of It there were the commission and
cotitm iatic« ol a iiuisaiice. H was an obstruction of
the lull and fr»e eujoytnent ol the easement, the |iut>-
¦ic lieinK eutltied to the use of the street and high-
war. Whoever wlthont special authority obstructs
or rendeis lis use hazardous by doiog anything
on, above or below the surface Is guilty of
a nulxanne, and anyone sustaining «peclat
dauiagi ftom It without any want ol due care to
avoid injury has a remedy against the person con-

tinning that nuisance. The act M wrongful and
do***uot involve tlio question of mere negligence,
and coiisequ thlly in the case before us, even if the
Malnet betweeg Ute defendant Md architectural

Iron Company contained a provision that the utter
should uu all precautionary measure* to protect
tbe public, nevertheless defendant would be liable
for tbe damages sustained by tbe plainttir. Ihe
Judgment should be reversed and a new trial or¬
dered, costs to abide tbe event. Judge Sutherland,
In coucurring, says:.It is tbe dot; of defendant to
furnish and keep lights ho tbat the passenger# go¬
ing to and from the boat might, with ordinary at¬
tention, Have seen the stick of timber. I concur
that tbe judgment should ue reversed, with costs.

Ueelalaas Rendered.
By Judges Gierke, Sutherland aud Harnard.

The Court rendered tbe following decisions yes¬
terday:.
Drake »*. Goodridge.Clark vs. The Same..Orders

reversed with costs. Opinion by Cieike, P. J.
Sutherland, J., dissenting.

Clajltn et at. M, Farmers and Citizens1 Bank of
Long island..Order affirmed wltb costs. Opinion by
Sutherland, J.
MiUer et al. vs. Miller et al Order affirmed with

costs. Opinion by Barnard, i.
Collins vs. Mutm ei al..Decree of the Surrogate

affirmed without costs. Opinion by Sutlierland, J.,
Gierke, P. J., dissenting.
Miner vs. Stnwr (Mo. 1/.Stiner vs. Stiner (.Vo. 21..

Orders in both cases reversed with costs. Opinion
by Gierke, P. J.
FasnacM vs. Stehn.Order and Judgment reversed

without costs. Opinion by Sutherland, J.
Jii the Mather xf the Petition of Tuppsan to Set

Aside an Assessment..Order affirmed with costs.
Opinion by Barnard, J.

The. J'l-ofilr, die., vs. Degnm..Proceedings below
reversed and prisoner remanded. Opiulons by
Gierke, P. J., and Barnard, J.

Li'veil vs. Hat ton..judgment affirmed with costs.
Opinion by Barnard, J.
Osborn vs. The Union Ferry Company of Brook-

ivn..Juddmeut reversed. New trial ordered. Costs
to abide event, opinion by Clerke, J.
Billings vs. Meigs et aU Judgment affirmed wltb

costs, opinion by Clerke. P. J.
Arctic Fire Insurance Company vs. Austin..Judg¬

ment affirmed with costs. Opinion by Suther¬
land, J.

Frith et al. vs. Campbell et al..Order reversed,
without costs. Opinion by Barnard, J.
Hatch vs. Brewster,.Judgment reversed. New

trial ordered. Costs to abide event. Opinion by
Clerke, P. J.
Before Judges Barnard, Ingraham and Cardozo.

November Term, 1868.
William II. Aslor et al. i\i. The Mayor, die..Or¬

der appealed from affirmed with costs.
D tlan vs. The Mayor, rfr..order reversed and in¬

junction dissolved, with ten dollars costs. Opinion
lu both cases by Ingraham, J.
Young, Administrator, vs. Brush et al..Judg¬

ment as stated in opinion or P.J. Opinion by Bar¬
nard, P. J., Ingraham, J., dissenting.

By Judge Gardozo.
Hauler et al. vs. Hosier et at..Motion granted.
Beamish, Beceiver, vs. Britlon et al..Motion

granted and reference ordered.
Hao meyer et al. vs. Hamann..Motion dented,

with seven dollars costs, with leave to renew on pay¬
ment of costs.
Walsh et al. vs. A'lantic Mail Steamship Com¬

pany..Motion granted and reference ordered.
Beamish, lieoeiver, <#c., vs. Belcher, <cr..Motion

granted and reference ordered to hear, &c.
Sfjuiza vs. Keene Motion denied.
Downer vs. Hook et aU.Judgment granted.
Faech et al. vs. Raskopf..Motion granted by de¬

fault.
National Citizens' Bank vs. McBain et al..Granted

by default.
Roach et al. vs. Wright, dc..Motion granted.
Robinson vs. Reddington..Motion granted.
An'tonal Citizens' Bank vs. GriswoUl..Motion

granted by default.
Ludlow vs. Dole..Motion granted.
W'irthington et al. vs. Johnson..Motion granted.
Stevent vs. Clark..Allowance of live per cent.
McCord vs. Hexter..Motion granted.
Brown vs. Dorsvh et al Motion granted.
Price vs. Price Motion granted.
wyatt, Receiver, vs. Dunn et al..Reference or¬

dered.
Iforvell vs. y»rvell..Reference ordered.
Jaffray et al. vs. Clark et al..Motion denied.
Heyman et al. vs. Curry.Motion granted.
Dry Dock, Fast Broadway and Battery Railroad

Comjtany vs. New York and Harlem Railroad
Company..Motion denied. No costs.
JLecompte. el al. vs. Atwater..Motion granted.
Mattby etal. w. Peirut..Motion granted.
Lilly vs. ljew.is..Motion denied.
Loe'oenstein vs. Bloomingdale..Motion denied.
Weiss vs. Leckendorff..Motion granted.
Birkunhauer vs. Reihl..Motion granted.
Kelly et aU vs. Meyey..Motion granted.
Wilcor vs. Stockton et at.Motion granted by de¬

fault.
By Jndge Ingraham.

Marvin vs. Browning et at.Referred back to re¬
feree, Jrc.
Brown vs. Dalton..Motion granted and case re¬

ferred back to referee.
Hale vs. Lyon et al..Motion denied, wltb leave to

renew on tbe usual terms.
In re. the Petition of Mary Flynn..BonA is not ac¬

knowledged.
The court then adjourned until February 18 at

half-past ten o'clock a. m.

SUPERIOR COURT-TRIAL TERM-PART L
Alleged Negligence.
Before Judge MonelL

James W. Stead vs. Eliza Fuller and Phebe Mo-
netia..This was an action brought to recover
$6,000 damages for injuries sustained by plaintiff
through tbe alleged negligence of the defendants.
It appeared that on tbe llth of February, 1867, plain¬
tiff was passing by defendants' house in Klgbiecnth
street, wheu he fell through a hole leading >o the
cellar, in consequence of which he became indis¬
posed and complained tbat the accident occurred
bv reason of defendants' carelessness in not having
the bole properly covered. The defence was a gene¬
ral denial.
Tbe case has not been concluded.

SUPERIOR COURT.PART II

Broken nt Lwcerheub.
Before Judge Friedman.

c. //. Stwda el al. vs. A. J. Ohetm.The plaintiffs
In thu rase are stock brokers, doing business under
the name of .Swords, Betty A Co., and bring this
actlou to recover a sum of money which tbey allege
they raid ont on the purchase and sale of stocks for
the defendant as his broken. Tbe complaint con¬
tained the usual averments of thu contract to pur¬
chase; that purchases were made, agreement
for inareln. tnat none was put up, and sale
upon notice, sufficient to state a cause of action; In
addition to which the complaint contained aver-
MHiof mod, which the plaintiff! averred were
Inducement* 10 open the account: and the defendant
through his counsel made a motion to strike out all
ulieyitilnus of fraud as Irrelevant. The motion was
ar/ufi t> v n. M. 1'orter, of counsel for the defendant,
for the motion, and William Wirt Hewitt opposed.
Thereupon iht> Court ordered all allegations or fraud
to be struck out as irrelevant, with ten dollars
coals of motion to defendant.

Business of the Court for Tuesday Next.
The following ca«es onlv will be called dh Friday

next in the Superior Court, i'art 2, before Juduo
Joues. vl7..:.:i40, 570. 40, 44*, 564, 156, 620, MO. 662,
IN, IS4. US, 4".»i, a 18, 4-)-, 578, iui, 150, 28, 512, 252,
#js, mm. (J12. m 4.
The above are causes which have heretofore been

caMed and marked "Off for term."
on Friday tliev will be railed for the purpose of

as. ertnlning which of them will be reaidy for trial
this term.

All motions to put them off the term must be mado
on 1 inlay. No motion to postpone then will be
heard when the causes are called for trial, except for
legal excuse arising subsequent to Friday.

<.11 or before Friday any of the above cause-! mav
be marked off by Cling a written consent with th.»
clerk or hy oral consent, in open court. None but
Hticrnera will be allowed to represent causes on
Friday.

10M10N PLEAS.SPECIAL TERM.
The Hiitti'iinat Divorce.Report of Referee

Confirmed.
Before Judge Uarrett.

J7» fioir Muvremnl t». Catharine /,. CuymMnt,-
Juilge narrctt, In the following opinion, has con¬

firmed the judgment of the referee in favor of the
defendant of this much litigated suit;.The evidence
has tn en attentively considered, and, while the con¬
duct or the defenda it Is by no means free from sus¬
picion. and is certainly tn many respects reprehen¬
sible. there is not sufficiently credible and conclu¬
sive testimony to satlsfr the judicial mind of her
guilt. The referee's conclusion that the charges are
not proven therefore meets my approval, and the
complaint must be dismissed anu with co«ts. Ed¬
win James and (ieorire Hh -a for the defendant;
Messrs. romlinsou and I'hlilipsfor the plaintiff.

CCUM OF GENERAL SESSION!.
Ktnpnoellin* the 44rand Jury.Important

4 hnr«e of the Hreorder upon the Increase
of Crime.Valnnhle Mug*<*etlooa as to the
Isrfflrlesry of the Police Mysteas ami to the
Mon«PsrfsrsiSBre of Jnry Only.

Before Recorder Hackett.
At th«* opening of tha tourt yesterday morning

the flrand Jnry were sworn In for the term. Mr.
William Whliright waa selected to act as foreman.
His Honor Recorder liackett then delivered tho

following important charge:.
OrvTLKBKM or tub oiunp Jmr.Each of yon has

previously served upon the Grand Jnry, and there¬
fore it is superfluous to elaborate upon your duties
and powers; besides, the usual (irand Jnry brier will
refresh yonr recollections. The cslcndar for tho
month Is heavy. It snows crimes of exceeding bold¬
ness. This is a great charactertatto of recent crime.
It can only be met by decision and promptness on
our part. Mv colleague and myself have repealed
an old standing rule of the court which provldeu for
postponement on arraignment of prisoners. Delays
tn trial are luumcal to public safety. This rnle haa
fettered iho District Attorney and wearied witnesses.
Its repeal works no practical harm to the prisoner.He knows the charge against Itlra when first com¬
mitted, and tie is then warned by the magistrate to
get ready for trial. I do not believe the District
Attorney would unduly press a trial. When
be presses then is good reason. 1 trust

joa, with me, will second lilm. Much of this bold-
uess in crime la doe, 1 fear, to carelessness of the
business com to unity. Merchants and brokers look
ui> thousands or dollar*' worth.In one caae bun-
dreda of tbooaanda of dollars of bonds.in Insecure
sales In Insecure place*, or entrust them to the
custody of boy messen/era or leave them carelessly
upon counters. Householders admit servant* on
light recommendations who steal. Men expose
themselves to violence and marauding lute at night
or early in the morning, or are negligent of tiiuir
Bafety. Thus they often positively luvite criminal
attack. It is undeniably true that our police force
is inadequate in numbers. The beau* are not In
straight lines, but In sections covering corners and
blocks. our metropolitan district system is con¬
ducted on the oid-iashloned municipal basis. We
have not initialed any police improvements In fir-
teen years. To increase the forcc is to anger the
taxpayers; to try and improve It la to provoke politi¬
cal uuimosity. The fact Is, toe city is cat up Into
little police pi inclpallties, each jealous of the other
and none of tlie.u having confidence in their sove¬
reign liead. besides, the police of this city are not,
as In other cities, trained to work up evi¬
dence. Our polico make arrests, and leave It
to magistrates and cierks and the urand Jury
to muke up the evidence. This is the true reason
why there is so much discrepancy between the num¬
ber of arrests and convictions. It Is easy to arrest,
but It is difficult to convict without Hie arrest is
followed up by the procurement of evidence. The
police, in my experience, give small attention to
ferreting out the necessary testimony, it often hap¬
pens here that there are acquittals for want of polico
co-operation. We want at the head of our police
young blood, vigorous, cool and diplomatic counsel,
and a readiness to accept of aid and co-operation
which Is uot obscured by personal vanity and
dogged devotion to old formulas and worn out
tradnlons. 1 am pained at every term to witness
the gross Inattention which citizens of wealtn and
influence pay to jury duty. I can excuse, or in part
extenuate, their unwillingness to sit upon civil
Juries; ljut not upon those oi this court or theCourt
of Oyer and 'l et'miner. 1 am sometimes ashamed of
the shifts to which men of character, influence and
means resort for the purpose of escaping jury duty
here. And yet these are the men who at cluus, on
'Change, and often iu newspapers In com¬
munications of a growling character, signed
"Old Citizen," Ac., denounce the inefficiency
or criminal saurts. At this term of the court,
indeed, oue hundred and fifty citizens, liable
to Uo jury duty, or upon the petit jury list,
have been legally summoned, and our of thai lance
number but twenty-three nave presented themselves,
and the major portiou of those have oilered such ex¬
cuses under oata as justly have entitled tueni to ex¬
emption. An additional panel has been ordered tor
to-morrow of a further 160 jurors, causing extraor¬
dinary expense and delay in tne prosecution of the
business of tne court, and out of those to be sum¬
moned 1 venture the prediction that only about thirty
will attend. A duty so sacred, of pa; amount im¬
portance to the best Interests of the community,
seems to be practlca ly ignored by those whose chief
interest as citizens and taxpayers ehould lead them
earnestly and willingly to the devoiion of a small
portion of the year to the performance of a Highly
honorable and must important duty, tending direct¬
ly not only lo their own security of Ule, iltnb and
property, but also to thai of the community at large,
in this connection, gentieineu. 1 may be permitted
to state i hat my proicssional fortunes were once cast
in California, and In the eight years or residence
then in i was twice an observer of a popular rising
culminating in an organization styled a "vigilance
committee." The act* and doings of thai body
have become historical and need but to
l>e referred to by me. Its origin is dircctly
traoeabie to the fact thai the then residents of ban
1'raticlsoo, those of intelligence, wealth, merchants
and others, were so Intent in the pursuit or wealth
ami realizing so largely that they begrudged and
would not give the smallest portion of their time to
the discharge of jury duty; and under the laws of
California, where the regular panel wus exhausted,
the M enu was compelled to summon from Uiu by-
slanders talesmen to muke up the necessary uum-
ber. Associates of the villains about to undergo
trial were always at hand, v, no under oath would
a.-sert their coiupctenoe as jurors, and the result of
uie tsittl would either be a disagreement or an
acquittal. Such a slate of things constantly occur¬
ring, and loosing upon that community the vilest of
all scoundrels, murderers and the Use, had its un¬
fortunate and liukiei Bible iiunion in the formation
of a "vigilance committee." An instance occurs to
me of a ihcn leading :san Francisco merchant who
sai as a Juror upon tiie trial of Cora for the killing
of the United Stales Marshal. Klchardscn, und who
was unable upou the evidence to pronounce the
accused guilty. Immediately after the second
vigilance committee had its origin Una merchant
became a member of the commute of thirty, one
who controlled Ita action, and as a member of
that committee he voted Cora guilty of the crime of
murder and agreed to the deaih penalty. Yet this
citizeu, who oil a legal Jury disagreed and on ail Ille¬
gal Jury agreed, came to me but a few days there¬
after to Importune me to exercise my supposed In¬
fluence witn a Judgo to procure his exemption from
jury duty, upon the ground that by Bervfog his pri¬
vate interests would be prejudiced. Our community
may apply the moral. One trouble arising rroni
the recent boldness In crime is that robberies, bur¬
glaries aud theiiB are so eaxlly Invented to cover up
defalcations, breaches of trust or indelicate loss of
properly. 1 am inclined to believe thui some of the
recent startling occurrences are of this character- 1
believe we have now a State Executive who, while
he will be morally courageous In the exercise oi
the pardoning power, will not allow himself
to be humbugged into giving immunity to criminals
by facile forgiveness. The last (irand Jury at ad¬
journment presented, through this Court, to the
legislature a'request that it would add pistols to
the list of weapons forbidden to be carried. 1 do
not concur witn the recommendation, indeed, l
know that the able .Senate committee which re¬
ported the Coucealed Weapons bill expressly
omitted pistols. The police and shentls could carry
tlicm. i tie dangerous classes would carry them in
disregard of the law. Good citizens would obey the
law aud be defenceless. Haitians would take ad¬
vantage of this. But l think a law raising a pre¬
sumption thai whoever injured another uy a pistol
should have Intended the injury in lis worst sense,
until the presumption was combated by circum¬
stances or justifying evidence, would be an excel¬
lent one. The ruffian would find the presumption
of his carrying it impossible to combat, while cir¬
cumstances would protect the good citizen.

COURT Of SPECIAL SESSIONS.
Extraordinary Charity.Youthful Iwornnpr.
A CurloDM Caar--Selling the Proplo~A
t'lrriwl Mintake.

Kefore Justices Howling and Kelly.
The calendar of cam « in this court yesterday ran

up to fifty-two, of * inch thirty-eight were of petit lar¬
ceny, eleven of as?ault and battery, two of embez¬
zlement and one of the possession of burglars'
tool* with Intent of burglanousiy using them, llut
few of Mi* carte* were of more general Interest, and
aiiong these wan a case of

EXTItAOllPIHAIlY AM) I NPROKITAUf E CHARITY.
James Rogers was been on Friday last, at the

early liour of ten minute past mix In the murnlng,
on West street, near Rector, with live hunts |n his
possesion. An officer "spotted" and followed him,
and the said James not being aoie to give a
clear accouui oi how he came lu po-^ession
of the hams, he was arretted, and with
him also another young man, named William
Barley, who waa loitering about 111 the neighbor¬
hood and appeared to lie an accomplice, on the
trial yesterday it appeared that Hurley was a per¬
fect stronger to Rogers ami only followed because
the latter was being "spotted" by the officer.
Hence \%lUlain I'aney win honoraoly discharged.
James Kogers, the other accused party, pleaded
guilty to tne melt of Hie hams, and explalueJ it
that he was a Ireqnent visitor at the lodging* of a
Mr. Fredericks, lsu Mulberry street, who waa him¬
self par.iij <ted, his family poor, his children crying
lor bread, their rent unpaid, and that this sight had
so worked upon Ids feelings that be took the bauia
In order 10 raise some money that he might relieve
the sufferings of the Fredericks family. This pita
did not have the denlred effect, and "guilty" was the
verdict ami "three mouths in the renltcmlary" t.ie
sentence.

a cask ov Yortfffprt. ionorasto.
Henry Haitiuann wa« charged by William H. Bax¬

ter with stealing froai him i wo daguerreotypes, with
cases. The deiendant, as he was called, appeared
bathed In tears ami hardly large enongh to hold on
to the railings. Ills age wa« nine years, and the
poor little bov did hardlv know what was to be done
with him. 'iuelioy admitted the temporary taking
of the two cases with the daguerreotypes, but said
that another boy. whom he named, uad asked hint
to nib off ibe pictures, as by wringing plates to a

photograph office the? might get their own pictures
In oxcuange. Aa the bov s<*eincd to iw Innocent of
any evil intent the imprisonment since snnd&r was
considered by the Court a sufficient puui«Ume<it,
ami. with a wholesome admonition, he was at drift
remanded till the adjournment of the court and then
discharged.

a t t-Kiors cask.
Charles II. Levy charged Fid ward Tiileje with the

lareenr of terentr.four dollars. The testimony
elicited the facts that Thlele had been employed t»y
Levy to proem* advertisements: that he went to Mr.
Frederick Urelder, who had advertised, and, repre¬
senting himself as a partner in the business, ob¬
tained an opera glass, worth $10 60, and >7 6u in
cash. Mr. Thiele claimed that the complainant was
tndebted to him In the sum of forty-two dollars, and
lie ciedlted tbe aumnnt. received from Mr. t.reider on
bis claim. He r-velvet one mnnih's Penitentiary,
and as it was subsequently tnetit.oned to the Court
that Mr. Charles 11. la>vy might be the person who,
in company with several others, proposed last He-
ccniber to start a paper tor circulation at pla< ea of
ataneement, the sentenced wan reduced to one
month's City Prison, with a permission to lurther in¬
quiry.

ssi.lino rntt rroei.g not At,u»wan.
Anne Kiley had heretofore couiplalucd that Catha¬

rine McUrarty hail commuted a gilevou* assault and
battery upon her. The case was tried and Catharine
was touud guilty, but sentenced suspended until
yesterday. In the hope that the parties using all
members of a family, might make irleods .ami for¬
give each other. When the case was called yester¬
day Attne, the complainant, briskly stepped np to
the witneM stand and on beiug asked hy Judge How¬
ling whether she would shake hands with Catharine.
Anne, with a very ieter nlnnd shake of tne head,
replied, "No, »ir;" while Catharine, in answer to the
same question from the Court, said, smilingly. "Yea,
sir." Anne became quite loquacious and tjld the
Court, that *1ic would "make friends'' with Catharine
and withdraw ail eharges if the latter weald p*y
her fitly dullsrs damages.
^..ige Dow ling.iso yea woakl sen the "people of

tbe State of Mew York" for flit* dollars f The Court
had Heard enough. No sueh "bargain and sa.e" is
tolerated here. Catharine, go home. Sentence iiu
ponded indefinitely.
And Catharine went all in smiles, while Anne tiled

to aUoot arrows out of her dark eyes.
A Dl'UNKKN M1STAKK.

John Dillon came into Donelly's liquor store with
a friend or two aud had several drinks, and had a
wa oh. and when he was put out, for the rea*»n tiiat
he n an too tight to remain there, bu watch was
gone, and he charged Frank (irote and Joseph ^el-
don, the oaru.nders at the hu.t.:, with taking it. But
his cnarge » as not sustained and the accused were
honorably acquitted.

CLERICAL MISTAKE.
John Davis and John Carroll were arraipmed upon

the charge of huviugiu their possession -burglarious
tools." On looking into the couiplalut, hcwever.it
was ascertained that it charged ttiein only with hav¬
ing "brass keys," leaving out the word "ak.ieton"
keys, "tiurtc arlons instruments," or keys used in
housebreaking, and tbe possession or brass keys
not heinjran offence the brace of defendants were
discharged. Assistant District Attorney Blunt being
in the court he directed the ofllcer to rearrest
them at once and take them before a magistrate, en¬
tering a new complaint, and the two young men.
for young they were in appearance, though old they
appeared in crime.looked quite obopuLen when,
on leaving the court, they were again taken into
custody.

C0U3T CALEMOAS.THIS DAY.
Sitpkemb Court.Circuit..Part 2.Nob. 1018,

1012, 10-0, 432, 514, 912, 232, ;>24, 728, 872, 822, 740, 846,
848, 85*, 864, 8'J*, 742, 1W4, Udtt. 1'art 3.1022, 388,
1005, 1177, 721, 519, 180, 953, 245, 824, 655, 538, 857, Ml,
101)7, 1106, 1299, 947, 1084, 949.
Common Pleas.Trial Term Part l.Nos. 0)7,

431, 428, 450, 451, 452, 453, 454, 463. 456, 457, 458, 459,
460, 461.
Court ok Gexbral Sessiovr..Before John K.

Hackett, Recorder..The People vs. Charles J. Mur-
dock and Tuomas Passore, burglary; The Same vs.
Stephen liandaworth, larceny from person;The name
vs. John Leonard, rape; The Sauie vs. James Devine,
.lames Edwards and Andrew Wheeler, burglary;
The Same vs. Charles K. Moodr, felonious assault
and battery; The Same vs. Thomas McCortnick, lar¬
ceny from person.

CITY HTELLIGEYCE.J

The Weather Yesterday..The following record
will show the changes In the temperature for the
pant twenty-four hours, an Indicated by the ther¬
mometer at Hudnut's pharmacy, Hutali> Building,
BioaUivuy, corner of Ann street:.
3 A. M »1 31'. M40
6 A. M 34 $P. M41
SA. M 34 9 P. M41

12 M 30 12 P. M41
Ave: age temperature 3T'«
Average temperature on Tuesday 31 \i
Fike in St. Patrick's Cathedral..At half-past

twelve yesterday a Are broke out In the room for
storing coal and wood, situated under the southern
stair of St. Patrick's cathedral. The Are was put out
by the aid or a few palls or water. Damage, twenty-
Ave dollars. The cause of the II re is unknown.
A Truckman Killed..Michael Holly, dwelling

at No. 645 Washington street, was Instantly killed on
the corner of Broadway and Sixty-eighth street by a
truck, under which he had fallen, passing over hi.*
neck. The truck, of which decjasrd was the driver,
belonged tj Benedict A Co., pier 41 North river, and
was loade 1 with machinery for the Li ou brewery lu
Hutu street.
The Street Cleaning Commission..A meeting

of the members of this Commission was held yes¬
terday afternoon in the Mayor's otllce. A commu¬
nication was received from Mr. Lincoln stating that
the condition oi the streets from the 1st to the 16th
of January was such that the contractor could not
clean t:.eui; and a resolution was adopted awarding
him the Anal payment tor that t'me. A resolution
was then adopted in favor of paying the bills of tiio

;ir'roller lor the remainder of the month, Mayor
Ua;l voting in the negative.
Tub Warren Street Fire..The following arc

the losses in the Ore at 88 Warren street ou Monday
night, estimated by officer Hawkey, of the l ire
Marshal's otllce, together with the Insurance as far
as could be ascertained this morning:.First floor,
partly occupied by Pomeroy, Fitch & Co.. damages
$£000; insured for 15,000. Tnejbalance of ihe floor byL. H. Miller & Son. loss $2,000; Insured for the sum of
$5,000. Second floor, occupied by Joseph Moses,
loss $1,800; Insured for |4,aoo. Third, fourth and
fifth floors, occupied bj Ward Brothers A Co., loss
between $10,000 and $15,000; Insured for $5,00o In
the Beekman and Firemen s Fund Insurance com¬
panies. The nulldlng, which whs damaged about
$5,ooo. is owned by Harvey Weed; msureu for
$10,000.
Society op Practical Engineering A stated

semi-monthly meeting of the Society of Practical
Engineering waa held last evening at Cooper Insti¬
tute, the president, James A. Whitney, In the chair.
About thirty persons were present, and the feature
of the session was the reading of a paper on "Ex¬
plosive Materials, their Uses and Preparation."
The document was mainly a compilation
of the discoveries of explosive and igneous
compounds and the results of- experiments
.and practical applications of such materials, to¬
gether with the formula for their composition.
Notlilnt new of importance was adduced, and what¬
ever of interest the paper might have possessed was
neutralized bv the very bad delivery of the reader,
nearly one-half of his audience being busy "nap-
plug" instead of listening to the discourse. At the
close of the reading Colonel Chester made a few re¬
marks on the subject or nitro-giycerine, relative to
Its manufacture and use.
Tur. Arrest of a Cart Thief..The man Edward

Francis, who was arrested on Monday night while
attempting to escape from the police In a butcher
cart, after four shots had been flred at officer Ma-
loney, of the Fourteenth precinct, was yester¬
day morning recognized by detective Bennett,
or the central Department, as a notorious
convict and murderer. His real name Is Stephen
Boyle, nud about live years ago he waa
sentenced to Mng Sing Prison for lurcenv, from
which place he escaped and went to Michigan with
another ruinan named Hugh Parah. At Kalamazoo
the* were detected in a robiiery and Boyle shot the
Bb'\<iff when taken Into custody. Both of the men
escaped at the time, but Darah was subsequently ar¬
rested in this city by detective Elder and sent back
to Michigan, where he Is now In prison. Boyle win
l>e returned to Sing Sing to serve ont his unexpired
term of sentence, after which he will be scut to
Michigan to answer the charge of mnrder.
Attempted assassinations..Mr. Stephen V.

Albro. grocer, corner or Bowery and Bond street,
and his clerks, are somewhat exercised over the
mysterious proceedings of some person to them un¬

known. On Monday, about noon, a crash of glass
was heard and an examination showed that a pistol
bullet had passed through the glum and dropped in¬
side the Fhow window. No notice was taken of it,
the ocrupants supposing that the shot wns acciden¬
tal. Al»>ut two o'clock yesterday a second bullet
was tired through t lie other window,
breaking the gia«s an>l lodging In the
show window. No report of flr.viruis w.v* heard
and II Is supposed that the llrlng w is done with an
air putol, designedly, whether for the purpose of
killing one or the employes or lor malicious mischief
remains n mystery. Serjeant Van tlozcu reports
that at about three o'clock yesterday afternoon a
bullet supposed to have been discharged from an air
gun pas->'I through Ihe plate glass of Weiciiinann .k
Co., No. 310 Hroadway, and pausing about eight feet
luto th<> store struck the floor. No clue was obtained
to le id t the detection of the miscreants who tired
the bullets.

POLICE L1TLLLIGETCE.

Kmbf.zif.mevt by a Bookkeeper.Mr. Thomas
l. Jones, a member of the firm of Harris, Brother A
Co., at No. 49 John street, caused the arrest of their
bookkeeper, Maurice Goodwin, on a charge of em¬

bezzlement It appears that on the l«th of Jwiuary
Charles 11. Whedon, bookkeeper for Messrs. Wilkin¬
son r rothers A Co.. at Nos. 44 and 41 Duane stn < t,
pa d to lioodwm the sum of $50 wo for goods deliv¬
ered bv one Arm to the other, which money Goodwin
failed to account for to his employer*. W hen the
prisoner was arraigned before Justice Dowiing at
the Tombs yesterday these facts were presented In
the (nrm of evidence, and the accused w as remanded
for examination at his own request
Ai.lboid lltonway Hosiery..John Kelly, aged

nineteen, residing at 02 Catharine street, and a prin¬
ter by trade, was arraigned before Justice Dowiing
yesterday at the Tombs, together with Bernard Car¬
roll aged twenty, of 92 Catharine street, a book¬
binder, to answer a charge of having at the hour of
one o'clock yesterday morning assaulted one John
Barny, of 428 Water street, and now an inmate of the
House or Petition, on the corner of Cherry and
Catnarine streets, and robbing him of aeventy-flvn
cents in '.mall change, a ten cent French piece and a

pipe. As the evidence against the prisoners wa« of
toe most positive character they were rully commu¬
ted to answer the charge at the General Sessions, in
defsult of ball.
A Daylioht BfRoi.ARY..Raymond Cabana waa

arraigned liefore Justice Dowiing yesterday to

answer a charge of having, on the 20th or January,
forced open the door of the room occupied by Mary
Emma smith, on the second floor of No. 25 East
Houston street, by means of a Jimmy, and stealing
therefrom a shawl and forty dollars' worth of
leweiery. the property of the occupsnt. Cabana
was seen In the bouae on theday of thebnrglary. and
he was met In Crosby street on the same day by
Albert Wietler who saw him in possession of the
stolen shawl and subsequently obtained pos¬
session of the entire proceeds oi the burglary, and
after much trouble found the owner thereof. The
magistrate held the prisoner for examination.
ALLBfliD Felonious Assault.John Blckeosters,

of Ha 43d Ninth avenue, preferred a complaint of
felonious aasault, before Justice Dodge yesterday at
the jofftrson Market cowl, agaiast aa man

named John Neville, residing in Washington street.
The complainant allege* the prisoner came Into tils
saloon at Uie above number yesterday afternoon
under the Influence of liquor and calleJ tor a glass
of lager beer, which was given hint for which he
refused to pay, and was in t ,e set of leaving the
pfaco when Bickenatofi endeavored to detain bun,
at which he took umbrage and dr«-wr a revolver from
his pocket and pointed It at him, threatening to
("hoot lr he was not allowed to leave tne place. He
was held to bail iu tne sum Of $500 to answer the
charge.
Alleged Uorpk Thief..Edward Knowland, a

servant residing in Thirty-eighth street,was arrested
by officer Bwyer, of the Twentieth precinct, and ar¬

raigned before Justice Dodge at JetTerson Market
yesterday upon complaint of a hackmau named John
Goodman, residing at No. 234 WentTlUrty-flrst street,
charged with the larceny of a hack and two horses,
valued at 1500. C'-odmaa alleges tiiat on Monday
night he leit the property standing In frout of the
Putuaiu County lloase, for tne purpose of eating his
supper; that upon leaving the restaurant he dis¬
covered the lo.«s of ius nrojiorty and at once reported
the fact to Cajitalu Hedden. About one o'clock
yesterday morning oitlcer Dwyer discovered the
prisoner at the corner of Twenty-eighth stru ct and
Eighth avenue, partially intoxicated, with tne
property in his possession, and caused his arrest,
lie pleaded not trinity to the charge and alleged he
found tiie horses going along the street aud too*
mem up. lie was, however, committed In default
of il.ooo ball to answer at the court of General ses¬
sions.
Ai.leoeo Forokd Check..James R. Lee was ar¬

rested by detectives McCarty and McGown aud
arraigned before Justice Dodge at Jefferson Market
Court yesterday upon two separate complaints of
passing worthless chocks. The first complaint was

preferred by Joseph N. Galway, of the 11rm o' Camp¬
bell & Galway. of No. 404 Fourth avenue, who
alleges the prisoner, on the 20th of Jamiury, pur¬
chased a quantity of cigars uud liquor Iroui nun
amounting to twenty-one do:lars, and otfernd In
payment a check for $109 drawn on the iiauk of
New York payable to bearer and signed .-amuei lj.
Lawrence, Jr., representing h:s name was Lawrence
aud tne check as good aud genuine, r.nd would be
paid upon presentation at the bun*. Mr. Gal¬
way, believing Ills statements to be true, took
the check, paying Lee the Datance, peventy-nine dol¬
lars iu money. Cpon presentation at the bank the
check was declared to no worthless, as no sucu per¬
son had any account there. Joseph K. Ern-t, a
clerk in the employ of \v. H. Ward, No. so-jt Broad¬
way, also charges that on the i.5th of January no
presented a similar check for fifty dollars iu pay¬
ment ol a bill amounting to $.& 26, receivim: »2a <5
m change, making the same representation as in
the above case, and the check upon premutation
at the bauk was also declared worthies* uud Law¬
rence a myth. Lee pleaded not guilty to tue charges,
bat was committed la default of $50j bail in each
case lor examination.
A Servant Gibl Cafttres a Bubolah..About

ten o'clock on Monday night Mary Cumiskey, a ser¬

vant In the employ of Mrs. Sarah Raymond, of No.
18 East Thirty-second street, discovered two persons
on the stairway of the house leading to the second
story and asked them what they wanted, when one
of them replied he was in search of a man nun^d
Ejibline, who resided on the second floor. Informing
them there was no such person residing In the hou^e
she Interrogated them us to how they obtained an

entrance to the house, when they Informed her they
fonnd the front door open and walked in. Mary not
llkmg the personal appearance of the men at\d sur¬

mising they were there for no good seized bold of
the one standing nearest her, at the same time call¬
ing on Mrs. Raymond, who was In anotner pari of
the house, for assistance, the accomplice In the
meantime succeeding in making good his escape
through the front door. Cpon the arrival of Mrs.
Raymond she advised Mary to release the man, fear¬
ing he would harm them, as they were atone, with
no male persons in the house. Cpon bernc rele&s I
the wouid-be burglar quietly walked out of tne
house, Mrs. Raymond despatching another servant
lor au officer and Instructing Mary -to follow the
man, which she did as far as Thirty-fourth street aud
Fifth avenue, when she overtook him and informed
hlin her mistress Was desirous of seeing ntm at the
house, and in case he refused to accompany her she
would call an otllcer and have him arrested then
and there. The prisoner, who Is a large, robust
man. quietly submitted to l»e led back to the hous j
by the faltulul servant, where she detained him
until the arrival or officer Uennlgon, of the Twenty-
ninth precinct, who conveyed him to the statioa
house, where he gave his name as Peter Bowl Upon
being arraigned before Justice Bodge, at Jefferson
Market, yesterday, a complaint of attempted bur¬
glary was preferred against hlin by Mrs. liuymond.
charging him, In company wltii an accomplice, with
burglariously entering the front door and attempting
to steal two gold watches and diamonds valued at
(500. Cpon his inlormai examination Bowl stated
be was twenty years oi age, a native of this city, re¬
siding in Secoud street, by occupation a ci rar
maker and not guilty ol the charge, lie was com¬
mitted without bail to answer at the Genera; Ses¬
sions. On the person of the prisoner was fouud a
card, on the back of which was drawn a sale with
instructions written in pencil marits how to blow It
op-

IRT£B!ViL REFE.M E.

Fourth lliiKrlrt.
Tbe Fonrth Internal Revenue district of tne city of

New York, embracing the Third, Fiitu, Sixth and
Klghtli wants, la perhaps the ftccond in importance
to the Thirty-second district, which has received the
lame amount of $4,000 090 and upwards during the
last six months. Mr. J. F. l:»iley is Collector and
Mr. P. C. Van Wyck Assessor or the Fonrth, and by
tlie subjoined figures it will be seen that from July to
the 31st of December, 1-ttH, tho handsome sum of
over a million au>l a half of dollar* has been paid
into the office at til Chambers street;.
OUI.I.BC'riuNd IN KOt'KTH DISTRICT, NEW YORK, FKOM

JULY 1, 1868, TO JAM'lBr 1, 1*00.
July. A ¦uju.it. Sept.

spirits . $7,839 $\008
Toliacco $94,098 74.5G3 7U.540
Fermented liquors... 6,592 6,319 6,21*2
Hanks, Ac 14. in i.nej 4,003
Gross receipt* 1ft,- .9 7,o^> 13,602
bales. 89,i!iii 40,821 82.2U2
Special taxes. 46,360 30,092 0,304
Incomes 76,077 24,2 .0 11,603
legacies 373140
Successions 1,413 .4,Sl*4
8cliedIlie A 294 15644
Unprovided articles., 942 81719
Penalties. 6,«50 ->iH2us

Total $347,527 $187,923 $216,723
1x1. AVic. \

Spirit* $4,0*2 $ ', I $7,929
Tobacco W.3M 11»,-3I 16.',932
Fermented liquors.. 7,6(7 «, ;4« 8, >2
Hanks. Ac 2.361 a.7;I l.ttJO
Gross receipt* 1-2,46.1 it, 28 lv,047

hales139,318 W, 718 44.717
Special taxes 6,918 1,4?» 1.:. .9
Incomes 19,128 1 (1,920 9, "02
Legacies 783 12t>4*
Successions 1.083 .198
Schedule A 4ti 87u

1'ttprovuled articles.. 488 ia 2,618
I'CUaltle* 6.983 r>'29 I,n7t)

Total... .. $229.1-87 $200,124 $277,413
kc orirrLATtON.

July $ -47,137 <»elot>er $229,987
Ati(r>isi, 187,U2» November '200,134
September 2)5,723 December 277,413

Total $1,618,701

8*Impt of n Distillery.
The i mted HtttM Marshal has seized the larj> dis¬

tillery of A. R. Kaffnrs, Iti Thirty-seventh street,
near Ninth avenne, for alleged (ran is on the In¬
ternal revenue. Tlie distillery contains three itllls
ainl a larv quantity of whiskey.

Tin* compounding house of A. Prcunlltctt, wi'h u
a lew doors of tlx- distillery, has also Ihji o *«u I
fbr cojupliclty In the allegod frauds.

ASSESSOR WEBiTtMMO THE 8'>»E3S.
The Dlflrisl Kxnmlnntion I'oilp innl-T'ii'
Ih nlim IInIik Heerecy.Tlie A.*. ssor Deter¬

mined to (.» On.
The excitement etwM by the attempt of Assessor

Wibhttr to collect la1* m the capital in active use by
banker* and broker* continued to Mttete wall street

yesterday. The brokers still seem of the opinion that

Mr. Webster has no light to adept the course which

he Is pursuing, and many arc of opinion tha.. he wilt
not pre.'-s the matter. The assessor, however, Is

quite satisfied that he Is right and ha* made np hla

mind u> continue assessing capital wherever lie can

And It In active operation. Tlie broker* are anx ous

that be should take some case and m*k" It a test
case, bin Mr. Welwter states that lie has n<» otn«r
course to pursue than to assess u ud letthoac asnesseu
take what action they please.

Yeeterdar was the da.. nxed iir an offletiti exami¬
nation of certain Irms st the I ilrty-second <ti->f .cl
ortlce. In Cedar st reet. The member# of the tlrms In
question were to hav been examined by Mr. Web¬
ster In re'atlon to all the capital they use, but owing
to their not icing ready the invi ligation was ad¬
journed lor a day or two. I he reason niven for ask¬
ing tor a postponement .» ""aid to have Issen tuat tlie
booka were not in a perfect condition, and a* it was
thought necessary that these should lieoiaclally over¬
looked Mr. Webster assented to tho dei*y. The
brokers am exceedingly anxious that any examina¬
tion which may be made shall be a stru (1? private
one. and neld with closed doors. They sc-ni very
much afraid that the public should have am op]«jr.u-
mty of knowing ail tne mi merles of their mode of
transact mx lmalnei*. Mr. Webster, however, aaya
that his office u a public one. anT tha* lie has no
right to keep Its doom cloeed, and has dinner noti¬
fied members of the presa th it the wnl o . allow? )
to he preeeat dnnna the Invest I .at ion If millloo*
upon millions aru turned over without pajing u*c
government tax It la t>nt fair that the people miuiul
know how it hi dove aud by whota.

THE ALLEGED PACIFIC RAILROAD SWLTOLE.

The examination into this case was commence!
yesterday afternoon before Justice Dowling. The
prisoners.H'oli, Wilkiuson, Goodml and Lyon.weru
brought into court under the watchful care of Captain
John Vounj and detectivc McDougall, all of thetn
looking as unconcerned as though there never had
been such a thing projected n.i the Union I'aclllo
Kailroad. Wolf, who is alleged to have acted the
pait of th« 1 retired merchant of latge means"
in the Crar.sa ;tiou, by which $120,000 bonds of
the company were converted into cash, Is a middle
aged man of the llebrew persuasion. Wilkinson is
a very tall fellow, who dt*e3ses|bims.lf elaborately,
parts his hair in the middle aud wears side whiskers
uud a huge horror of a mustache. Lyon and Good-
al. are very ordinary looking men. During the pro-
ceedings, which were conducted for the prosecution
by Assistant District Attorney Hutchlngs, there were

present quite a number of Wall street men who
seemed to manifest a gieat deal of interest in the
progress ot the case.

TiiiTIMONY Of BENJAMIN 8. HAM.
Benjamin S. Ham was the lirst witness called to

the suiid. On being sw.m he testified to the ifenn-
In ness of the uttidavit which has airendv been pub¬
lished, iifter which the counsel for Mr. Woli vr-Hn-
exammed h!in aud ne testitled as follows:.

1 never i'nw'Mr. Woif; the agreement i made with
Lyon vtus umt Mr. Wolf was to lend tiie company
$100,000 tor S120,0jo xirst mortgage bonds as security
win ho;d them until the maturity 01 the note, aud
return the identical bonds to the company on the
paymerit of the note; '.his agreement was in writlnir:
it was madby jir. rtOif, so 1 do not know where
it wan made: I know it was made because I have an
agreement purporting to have been signed bv Mr.
W oir (agreement pronucjd): 1 never saw Wolf write;
ail the evidence of his wrltiuir 1 have is that paper; I
do not know his signature; i never had any transac¬
tions with vir. otf; l was not present wheu tins
paper wuss.gned; Mr. Lyon represented himself as
the attorney oi ir. Wolf; 1 have no otuer paper in
which it is agreed that the bends should lie
h 'id and d it disposed of, except tue one
.vou hold iu jour hand; tue loan was
tendered by the defendants and not sought for
ny tue company: I made a \erbal contract with Mr.
Lyon also t.iat he auould hold the bonds until
maturity, the bond# to be returned to the company;
1 negotiated a loan upon the agreement made with
Mr. Lyon; the Character of Utat loan was that money
sliouiti l>eradvauced to the tulon Pactilc Kailroad
Company; tue sum was iioo.ooo, less Interest for
four uiout.is aud three days and a commission of
#2,ov0; it was advauced aud exactly in accordance
with the anre -ment: a collateral w.is yiven for the
repayment <f the money at tue eaptration of the
four months aud three days; that note has not
matured; it matures lour months from the 1 th day
of December; 1 acted in tiie mutter in behalf of the
I'utiOc Kailroad Company; 1 had no personal inter¬
est in the ca 1 knew nothing personally of the
divisions ot tue commissions except that Mr. Goodall
received $oo : l paid tins $5oo; a messenger went to
3JKasi.au street and received the loan: tue money
was deposited to the credit of ihe company
in the iourtti .\aaonal L'ant:; 1 mean tue certificate
Of deposit; 1 hud no other object than tue interest of
the company in carrying on the transaction; I was
under tue impression, when Mr. Goodall got $5 io,
that It was for his commission in the loan; 1 had
agreed to pay him that amount for any loan of
$100,ooO he might obtain, anu this agreement was
male on behalf of the company; Mr. Goodall had
authority, thcr fore, from the c< aipany, to boi-row a
loan of ttoo.ooo f( om any party lie could get it from;
he was not authorized by the company, but was
promised one-half of one per cent commission on
any money he could borrow fjv tue company not
less than *lou,coo; Mr. Goodall had not acted as a
general agent lor ihe procuring of Joans for the com¬
pany; he did not procure any loans b ore the 19th
of December; he did not anpiv before that time to
negotiate any loans for the company; 1 occasion¬
ally saw Mr. Goodall during the i«o montus pre¬
vious to the time the loan was i greed upon, at No.
20 ,\u sau stree;. which is the oalee of tho company;
the subject of the interviews we had was about pro¬
curing loans lor the company; he did not mention
the names of any certain persons ho expected to
loan money from; I do not wish the counsel to put
the company in the light ol seeking Mr. Goodali;
Mr. Goosiail sought the company in th . transaction;
the company were procuring loans and desirous of
making: loans throusrh any responsible party; ther
obtained the loan from Goodall because it was offer¬
ed to them; Mr. Goodall acted in the capacity of a
broker lu his transaction; the company procured no
loans through him except this one.'the company
took the loan both because they wanted money and
were making loans at the time: I fim saw
Mr. Lyon the i»th of December last, l think*
I had a verbal agreement with him also in
regard to this loan; there was no writteu agreement
between Mr. l^yon and myself; the written agree¬
ment made was desigr.ed to cover the vernal agree-
ment; the first mortgage bonds oi the company wen
held at oue time by the company, but 1 do not know
tAw they stood in the market; the company have
never otiered to return the money for which the
bonds wore given as securit. on condition of the
returu of the bonds, that 1 know of; I am not ac¬
quainted with Mr. Wilkinson; I never saw Mr. Wil¬
kinson until I saw him here to-day: i received infor¬
mation as to a conspiracy oy the defendants to
defraud the company trom various parties: when I
charged iraud against the defendants 1 meant just
what Webster means when he defines it in the dic¬
tionary.
Judge Dowhng.What Webster sar in the ab-

s noe of the defendants is not evidence; bt. ii vveb-
ster is present let mm speak.
The wnucss coutmueJ.The act of fraud in ihe

ca*e is not holding the bonds until maturity and the
disposing of them the whole transaction Is the con¬
spiracy i ailuded to m my arHuarit; I am unable to
designate any particular act in the Iran action
which led me to believe that there wa- a conspiracy

H. What amount of lirst mortgage bonds have
been issued by the Cuiou Pacnlc i.*.,roud Com¬
pany?
Mr. Hutching*.'That Is tmmateria! to this ease
Counsel. i thing otherwise. Tue $iju,o o in bonds

may ami may uot nave been valuable, it i eriuie
has beeu committed tue company has been defrauded
ul Hoim-tliim; va.ua' le.
Judge Dowling refused to allow the question.
kJouosel.Were tlies.- bonds distinct trom any

other i-.sue of bondi made by the company; lhat Is
a separate issue or themselves? A. No, ,-ir: the ln-
te:est ou the bond* was payable at six per eenr iu
gold: Mr. tioodall acted as a broker in he tran-<ac-
Hon for the party U* purported to rupn ^m. [Her*
the bonds of tue contract were identiiied b» Mr.
Ham as i>elng u Us Laud m riling. |

liy air. Uiuchmgs. ilns pap. r was given to Mr.
Goodall. aud whei. I received n :>ack wy tiie me^-ta-
ger, Henry A i.mde.i, tne sinuuture' oi Mr. Wolf
was ou lu (Ucie oertifkaie o: u. cosit shown,] Th»s
ceniacate 1 identity as the oue 1 leceiitd and de¬
posited in the Fourth .National Dank.

norriMoNT op iic.nrv m. i.indii.u
Henry M. Undell, sworn.i keep books and act am

me^senacr at the irnion l'ucliic railroad Company's
oOiceyl saw Vlr. Gooilail tuer on tue 19th of l«ecn'ui-
ber iast; Mr. ilani -. jji Die with in flrst
mort/.i^e i>ond . In company of Mr. i «H«iaIL to
w ,\u- an s.reet; lia a note with me al«o; ou the
second noor, at ihe oilleo of Thomas Keaii, we io«t a
man who 1 tli.uk ioo,..i like the one repie^' ub-d here
as Mr. Lyon; we went into the oiiice; 1 think there
are two rooms, Nos. t and a beiug oa the doors-I
went into the roan a:id delivered ttae iiond to tiie
man who looked nfce Lyon; Wheu the bonds wero
counted the man gave me a rertiueafe of depo«u
aud that agreement, ruiuisi by Woif; I took
them to tue Cuiou iacinc Hailiead Cou-
pan)'s oillce ami delivered tliem, I think
to Mr. Ila i; Mr. (ioociiil! inotlon»d m . to if.. up
stalis alter the man met at t>ie door: . followed huu
unJ ua.e him the b<.uds; lit :o^-ti i .<. inai ux

being oue of those who nern pre.-eu: wi.»-n the
agreement about the loan was made a; tt,<- I cioa
l acthc Hallroad oiTice.

Tk llilli.W or CRAULES TtTl l E.
Chas. Tuitle, »>voru.I a n A^slfia i .vmr*r of

the enlou i n itic dallroail Company; % h as present
when the agreement about the loan w.i* lunde; Mr.
Lionann Mr. ii<x>Uall. auic into th» o,:.i» ..in stated
to nic mat n.ey had a friend or a client who wished
to o.tii iuo Company jf" ',000, and to receive a., wi-
latersi me bonds or the company : I men in-
qu.red wi.it an.outit ot coha'er.tl would l>e
itiv» u. and uraetl that it suouid be greater

I than tue amount pi-oposed ; the amount
k -en was l o bonus o.' $i.oifi each; they stated that
the i..'r*on for w noui tiiey were actiu# was a man of
I,. pjctibi itjt, of large means, a retired mer-
. ioi.l me:n Me were very pani mar into
> o mds our securities were put, and they in-
? to int tneir friend was a man of wealth, and
ii . tvouid give a receipt Kuarsnt"eiiig the re-
:. ^o ihcsatnc b< nds he would receive from the
company: a note was itiven by me to either Mr.
Ham or to Mr. i.iudell: the note was drawn in the
usual war, lo the edeci that "four mouths after date
me I iiiou Pactilc i.ailroad Couipaut promise to pay
foi *alue received $ ,''Ac.; Mr. t'e-co nuns the
tua unty of the notes; I sign some of them m

i lie court here adjourneu to Tnursdaj afternoon.
The i iNoaers, a. tue close of theinoi nere
rciusaded to prison, the Judgo refusing to take ban.

KSTIUCTtf FIKJUEW A18UY, WD.

.Hi the TOtu uit. a rteatrvcMre lire occorrwI at New
Albany, lud., whereby four large brlc* bui dinw«
wrr enure jr ueairoyed. The foilowiug are the
loa**e:.H. >». M<.«»re. dry goodj, toes fu.ono to
HAW); Intured for liu.oov.fi.ooo in tbe North
Aim-rU'itu aud gj.ow u> London ail Liverpool. TUe
bui.'Ui it wa* uvrutil t,y W. C. Depaw. ami valued at
li'KtiOo: Doiniuranrc. kenle;! a Stay, dry goods,
had t ..0,000 wonh: part aaved in a damaged condi¬
tion. They bad irmuiance in tbe following
lompame.v.liotuc, of New York, $.<,000; New Al¬
bany Itnurance lontpauy. |2,ooo; Continental of
New York. underwriter, $2,000; Home. of New
Haven, $i.oou: /Kina, |4,ooo; North American, of
New York, $1000; llartlord. $2,"00. The building
waa owned by H. II. Weooor, valued at $8,000, and
IMured in ton < ontineiital for | IV.000. W. K. Allison
k t o., merchant r«ih>ra. lues 114,1x4, and Inanreri
for ti.OM in 1 he Home, of New York, North Aroerl-
ran Kir.. of New York, and Continental. Tbe baud-
11.j wit* owned liy W. 0. l>epaw, and will prove a
partial lu«*. valued at t8,0»o, and no loitnrance.
1 lie bank bidding on the corner of Pearl and Hank
wu \ a ue. at i«,.)00, and belonged to tbe Merabniita'
National naak; no insurance. Kbriart, oniec-
ti mery, lo«t araviiy, and waa Inantrd f"i f*,0«» in
t.10 Pacific, of pun KNMMiem. M. Knepily, jeweller,
lo«t roiMltlc v.ilc by removal. TI:.! eu'ire l*« la
Midline 1 at *o4,uoo, and tbe insurance «' ®4o,oo«.
The btiiiiiin'/* were all 'ineatod lo the mciiiiIt uf
rearl aad Malu «tr«*cia.


