
1HE GAS MONOPOLIES.
Co.illnna'lou of the lB»e»UiaU»i-A«»lllBr
OfJer af tho Never Yield Company Ue
Ki.mcl-TeMinan* of Victims.
The Legislative Committee having charge of the

tavt*Uani®o into th<? operations ol the gtut corapa-
j coaUauod tliu inquest yesterday and last even-

UK. T1W couiraitleo thus far have laboreJ most
ljda .r ous!y and have succeeded in nneartntng
so'ie npoitam facts from the officers of the gas
com; auif.s aud from consumers. They commenced
bu-u. « yesterday morning at ten o'clock, by calling

11. r. MoGowan, Secretary of the Harlem Gaslight
Ci>;fli'jny, wtio wu sworu and examined by Mr,
Mltclicll, cttairman of the committee, testified mainly
a* loll.iws:.l am a stockholder In the Harlem Gas-
11 ,i»t i oai. auv; I am secretary of the company, and
eonverraat with its business management; flftv dol-
1 rs t or nil ire was the original price of the slock; It
luu> recently been soil at 195 percent; I receive a
su ary of J-J.000 per auiuiin; complaints often come
from cnu-iuiieM; we give two notices before we cut
olf the gas; dividends are declared semi-annually;
t.ie largest dividend was declared in February, I860;
we ia-mod an extra dividend of thirty-three and one-
Lii1 a per cent; tte company was orgaulied in 1856;
tuo total amount of dividends declared Is 150 per
cent. a.i average of eleven per cent per annum.
Witness was examined by Mr. Bergen in relation

to tuu i iiotomoirieal teats made by the company, but
no points of interest were elicited further than as

given iu t ie testimony of Mr. Ualmore, engineer ol
bio company.
B> rJr. La llau.We have about sixty and one-

tuui-fniles ol' pipe; our original capital was $ijj.utw,
ana a was increased troai time to time until 1861,
waao it was ma.ii $i,oo0,0Q0; the statement that we
kn\ e never made any report is incorrect, as mere
was a rcHjluUOH passed In March, 1800, by the Le^l.-,-
la ire orJ.r.n. thJ co npanv to make a report on all
matters connected with the company; in reply to
huu rcsututioa i made a report, wu.cn is now oa hie
a. .no As-MHuuiy.

\.. a. iiaviuaon, being recalled, placed in evidence
Uij transcript of his ouxmeos; ne had louud that tie
wassiiguuy in error; i sa.a oi^lit per cent was tlio
greater e.ror i lound; miU mat mere have been
e.t oi uiutt per ccut, an i one as iiign as slxtee.i
per ie.it; i read bit. UoOoris statement, as pubLsiied. uut I cauuot iind any record in my ouice ol
u; it uiuiu oe miauiM; i remember tue case quite
dieLuctty, but. Have n oOUleial record o. iL

v, ui.ai.i Les.er, b?tng sworn. untitled:.Am deputy
¦eio. inspector; have heid the oitice twoyea.s; 1
wait Wu:*.iu^ at tuo meter business beiore 1 was
atJ,OiU.oi. i test every meter 0 lore Boaiiug it; a
ue«v meter may receive Ui usage on the way; very
luilo will put a inetei' out of order; 1 have nevi r
received any constdcru.ion. direct or muiiect, froai
a.ij couipau*; we do uot cnar^e anything lor
los,,eoua4 new i.ie.ers; when a cuuip.anu is niaae
a. out a mater 11 ine pertoa beud> it to tne o.i.ce
we ciur^e notii.na, bui if Mr. uavi ison ^euds a gas-
fltiei1 .u ta&e it uowu lie cuaiges lor tue
gu uttci 's ume; 1 am a gasuuer; do uoi
u rk lor a.iv estauiisameut or gas company,
iny nine is cu.ony occupied at .he Inspection; 1 re-
Cuive »<mj a jeai' foriu^peoUug; I was engaged m
t«e meter loctory oe.ure i was appo mud aouut on ;
week, l am not d meter maker, out am uoquaiuLd
Wuu Uie jus.nes-s; I am noi< a citiaen oi the United
ftuites; a gttut.euian m this city secured me the ai>-
po.uuuenu

Exuin.ii-d by Mr. Rersen at some length as to the
ntetnoa o. msyociiug un.l te.-iting meters. Tae tenti-
Miouy on this po.ut ims uut of aii> geuerai puoiic
Interest..

nenr< Chauncey. of 23 Washington square, astock-
h luer l.i i.ic .New Vu'it, Maunaoau aad Metropuil.
tun companies, uem^ atvoru and examined by tue
Oliairui.m, said.i a.a a director iu the .\ew lor^
Company; I have been away lu Europe
d nug tue jiast tour years, a.id tny brotner
h is acted as my a^ent and Iioj cc.iect-
e.i the dividends; I do n.it know me amount
«>t the dividends declared; 1 woue.1 ra' her not &taie
huw mucu stocK 1 own; 1 do uut know wuetner l
receive >wo or itfty per cent, b.u l tiunk I ua.'e u
n j,id invc-.inon, or 1 wouid uol hold ou to it; 1 can't
te.i auytulng spccitlcauy without consul nig mybuoks; i do uoi know tue nuiuoer of ea.ua Miaros ¦
have received .loin taec inipaay; l have uoiat.cuded
a.i.* meei.ii^ oi w.ucu div.o ..uis wore deodtrod.

iij Mr. La Han.I am ture 1 nave aoi received anv
ex..asiock or proJi from tue Metropo itaa Con-
lu iy; iio.li the .'laa.iar.a.i 1 have recoived -lie ee.--
tiu> j. es oi iu lotMkiuoas; 1 would not like to hazard
u.tj ».,iteui ui. la lenaid Ui U^ures, as 1 would oe
on.itfoi luuoaniy to coiii^ jjc* aad correct.

>> .n >s.Ai.i i ooii^eii to auswer tUese questlorw
In regard to uif private a.tairsr 1 don't tniuk tue
Ooouuittee has a l i^ut, to a-..
Mr. La bau.v. e no uot wish to go Into your pri¬

vate matters, uut we asi you as a dirocior oi a nu^-
lie lOUINTU.

iuu cu-.rman.Thi« Sew York Company Is very
uuwiiiuM 10 answer anytuing. inc Prj*id<sat woa t
».u w-r auythtutf wiimmt ui3 auinor.ty oi tue ui-
reciors auu iM >u:ve on MUM lo IBMcr ujrtiuai.It wa- uuai.y U.aJe t lo waive Uio ijlMMUoa lor lue
priseut, ua uie w.tjess w ¦» cv.d uuy nut acquainted
w.u uie auairj oi lue couipauy la wlncU Uts is a Ui-
r»»twor.
Jouu Firmin. a practical jfasCi.er, was cal'ed. and

boiu/ awuru. Moulded mat be aad ucjii iweuly year*
lu Uie lower pan oi tiie cliy. baa g.veu the appiioa-
t.» n of *114 Mi study, il- weut liuo a ie:iguiy aiiilo-
meut of u » auiuWii a .d bow uiuci beuedi lie bad
duu* to ih.»»c who e.ii,..u>c.l li in. lie .ui i.iai
tue manage cut of lue co.npauiea uere was a
.vie iion* aii'air, meaa aud paluy, aud tlicy do col
luru.xh eaou^u traa."

everai atu-.npM wore made to shut the witness
OX by lemliKliUtf ni'i mat it was uc :i ssary io lie
.tut oriel a* poK.-io.e," and OLce iu a wuiie oy
**wiat is all, sir. but lie »as uuder a tuli pressure,
and as Ue muwm ".ull oi it, ' aad m l not ?io,<
UllUl ti * lift i said HIS 8a ..

ur. timer bt iu»{ caiie.t and sworn testified.! am
a plivsirun. ami nave givea a great Ueai ol aucuU <n
to tins sublet ol arum lal ugut; have found tuai
u.ar.y duuo.e i i« ijuaii.iiji of uas iua.. be uiaae iroiu
Ui.- muims quauuiy oi coat, wuUoji iuurea->iua luc
exi»e^-e, ana *.ve at ttie same U.ne a ¦-titer UKiit,
0j u.iu-iu,; lue uyoroaeu w.s.c.l In tue uiau-
uiacinie of tfa.»; otaidck, lue pan woind
t>j pure auu wouid not ms c .uiamuiatc I with sal-
p.iar cotuuouuu*, liae li.e utiier gaa; iuy alicullou
wo* called io uie *uo,eci by tue bail e..ceus oi lue
Impure gas on patients; 1 uavc calie i tue attention
ui tue co.npan.es lo Uie uialier; tin* liave seat corn-
luilteen to e.ianliue, but liiey have d uie uo.utatf
lu luiation to It; a co.uu.iuy bat r centiy b.-eu
for nea in lUis oily; In I'uiiadeiplita the na-. is mip-
in.<-u oy the city, lae mi ne *» uiu trutou wot.tr iu
New I org; ibe iiiuKiiuaiiiig po»er lucre is aoout
tourieea ca.d.es. (uere ia uo uoubt aboi.t tue li.uc
pr¦a'i'ns i>e.i k me best ior puiuyiui;, bat If Uie
oouipaiiles would u.«< tue lnue and iroa iu
.oi^uueuon tt wou.d do away wMi th
oinusive odor, and would Dot incix-atie t.c
excuse; 1 nave u- ic i me ira> f ru rlieJ by tile
iiauiiatua tvinpauy au I lute fouud U Keuerai.y(nil\u eaud.is, out very ofuu it is aa low aa
t.»c vi cauaiea; u g akI. la.r quality ol tf.u h lonltf Uj
elijuie-u caudle power, uiy le.i.» »c.e mat.; al a
d.a auce ol unout ioi iod« froai the ^lauiiauau H-u
woraa; I be ieve uuiiue->l.ouabIy mat Ike gas couipa
D.es c. uid iui'uisu a u.-uer ua-> at a uiore leaaouau.e
pr.ee tli in itiey now do.

woaepb Wood oeuij sworn tostlilcd.I do fiu-duea*
at no. .0 Kourui *-eni.e; t.'ie per-on wuu bad Uie
pi ice beiore me used tue gad from the Mau.iai auLo.upany tureeyears; Oj >eiiieiiib"r ii I appl.e.1 to
Uie ma.ihattaii Coiupa.iy lor tua ga«; oa tue iitu
cc.ober tue luspeclur catuo aud raid tlM
Uieter re.'.st^r-.l 4 jM lee.; I saM theie
must be ¦oiuetiilnR wron^ aliout tiiat; t.ie
lua ,cc;or sa d tie had MCMH( to <1> wan
tue matter exeepi to une tue register; 1 weal to
tue oiike an i the bill wa.4 ca.cu.aied ho tha1. tli t
aaiouil. was |1^2 or |lo4; i protest d a.aiuxl it a.id
aai.i he uie*er waa wrong; t was told tual tuu meter
w.is tested belure it wm put lu; I oxa.uiae 1 tun
meter aud fouu«l Uie meter was au old one; on
Tuursday tl cabed beiore on Monday!, 1 ii<>- a bi.i lor
$ .it *j; a mau cauie to iea>. the uieier tue day after
tue urst ins(i«cUi>n, and ue took uie lud *x ijr mat
day and made it i>iO feet; tue next day another mari
Cnme auil louud H3UU Icet; ne liad used lour nurnera
lts.« the second day; we bave teu bu. nera altoneiuer;
We were using tue gas Iro n about ei^ut o cioca iu
lu tue eveutntf to about ten o'clock; I
was told a lew days alter that Uie bill
Wat toil)-:wo d Mists, on tue flrst dar Urn bill
was inaiie out al tmr>y reals a haudreU, aud tue
aei oudbiu was at twenty uvc cents aliuudieil; 1
uroiRSteU against Uie bill, as Uie man who waa lucre
beiore was uot charited oue-iuird tint aiuo ui , I
aakel to Uavc the m^ier tested, and ta« uian who
e-aiiiiued me meter to.d me it would coat me tlvo
d man to nave tue test made; tne <-mupaoy urntlwo
men, wbo Um>k awav ihe meter wubou aivmg ma
airj uoin.e wb.itever; I receiviil a n .tic- iio.a uu
at orneisoi me couipan/ iliai if tlie o.il was u it
paid proceedings wou.d (>e coiir.n?uced agatn-.i me;tue bills of thu lormer occupant were generallyououi twelve or fourteen dmiars per iiiotun; a a
n w using oil. and, aliuoaitii It is more troubiv-
¦ >iue, I gat a beiler ligui at bity per ceut t. e u>*t ol
Uie gas.

Corue'iiui r» f'Terett. Tice president snl tremurrr
of lue New 'i (irk i.as company, beiu>i aurora and ei-
ainme by tUe ciiauuiau, lesiitied.i sinv.ee presi-dnit ami tiuaaurer; 1 supeivine tue acco ,uis, tut
gtu i.oi the iioukkei per, an i therefore Dot luuuiur
>l.ii tne tMMlnosg; I am aatockti i.der: tue last sal
Of Block I ixlieve waa i-*r. I liiluk the roceipU ol lue
Cuaipauy the laal year waa ab iut (i.Mr.,ojj; 1 do
not iiiow tbat I rati Rive an tesUin iuy (urJier than
tue pies.deui has given; Uie prwidei«t lias eatlrj
cnarge of tho aitalra of the Cwmpauy; tne
aciieiary aceps ino hooka and Uie m u-
¦tea, and me vice pr.sident and tieasuier
uu rely receive* the tminuy, juita It l.i me l»tnk au I
. tends to uie cuatoioera' accouiiia; I tumic Mr.
hew. onib's Usttniuny about tue dividend* is almat
light; tlie dtvi liuo.t are ib claied by tue directors;
tue bookkeepers make out al. the bill*.

'ihe Ciiairinuo.I want io ark you, h» stockholder,
dirertur. rt>« president and treasanr oi ibe c tn-
piii y. who t« the p ipe. cu>.oili-a of Uie bojkif
A- Ihe president.

I know tiotuii g nbnut the price of eoa' or rx-
Mnses, as that does not cftne within my provmct;
my dsitics are ssiflcieiity ouerous wu.i<jut iiavinjj
oi.ier matters to took ait n.

Uy Mr. iterg n.'J uc roason why our h-tuck is wori't
$mu is, I svppose, iiecaose it was iiev r w:»'eredj
Oar tusr.or v.as ^r.tii in J'r wo navn
¦«v*r lord* an/ a, plicauou lu bavs urn ja.-ua. ea-

la reed by [aw; wo are acting under the chart 'r of
is.'.!; the continued overall in of foriv oId years
and Uie increased value of our property, I deneff,
are the piincipal causes of the present mine of our
stock, which is very moderate; 1 couM uot ted the
value of thy prop-rty, as that is no' a my depart-
meat, and I have not made it a itadr; we d?ciari
dividend* semi-annually. and whenever we are
ricii etiouuli wo give an extra divi lend ;
about the frequency of the divideu is,
that ta a matter of opinion; toe stockholders may
think they do not come olte i enough: gas dividends
are quite ditlerei.* from oiher dividends, as we are
liable to be superseded by some new discovery.
The Chairman.so you think vou ought to make as

mi ch as possible wluie you can.
Witney.»eir-preaervatkm Is the first lav of na¬

ture.
I<y Mr. La Bau.I think if we stopped business

to-.lav our real estate might poMiblv bring half a
million dollars pernaps more; I cannot say whether
there is a utiiUoa dollars in assets or uot; I can't tell
how the president could make it out; that surplus
has certainly bee i accumulated from the profits
or the company; we had a nre.it d?ai of property in
different parts of the city. New street and other
places, where we had gas holders to equalize the
pressure iu different plac -a; of course we sold those
when property increased in value; this real estate
ww purchased out of the capital; if the statement
made by the president: e true that we have $l.ooo.noo
of personal property we are richer than I thought
we wore; in accordance with the capital authorized
by the law.a capital of 91,000,0)0.a dividend of
t53<»,ooo appears to be large; I o>uld have ascer¬
tained th se matters If I knew what was wanted.
Mr. La Bau.That arises from the position taicen

bv the president on Uie flrst day.antagonistic at
once.
Hy the Chairman.About the issue of any extra

shares is a matter l must refer to the stock book for;
we have uo more stock than our capital permits; wo
hail not .a luillion in and we distributed the shares to
tnake tip the million; the capital paid in was
$750,000; the extra issue was about Ave years ajro;
we hud a reservoir in New street, two in Church
street, two in Roosevelt street; Uie managers thought
it did not fulfil the ob.'cct tor which the reservoir
was intended; 1 don't think the district in the
neighborhood has Buffered much from the with¬
drawal of t.iese tanks; I don't think there is much
cause for complaint Irom the newspapers.

K. 15. Merarihy, of the llorman, testified to good
quality of gas furnished tin hotel and fair bills.

J. 1. J. Mques, of 372 Canal street, being sworn,
testified as lollows:.I am a consumer of gas fur-
uish^l by the Ne v York (las Company; during the
oast five or six jears tny bills have beeu increasing
so much as to make me believe there was something
wrong I asked for a new meter and got It, but with
no uiiTerence in the resu.t; the bills increased from
four do lars up to twe've dollars and then sixteen
dollars, and the month of Februarv, a snorter month
and with one burner less in use, the bill is over
eighteen dollars.
Joseph Sampson, a stockholder in the Manhattan

and New York companies, test!tied.Am a direc¬
tor in the New York Company; the dividends are
oeclared regularly in Mav an l November, five per
cent each time; other dividends arodecared when
they have the oieans; there were four dividends lti
18&J; iu May five per cent, another of twenty and
another, I think of twentr, but I am sure the
dividends were tifty per cent In all: 1 should sup¬
pose the dividends would average that for some
years.how many I do not know; the Increase of the
stock was ma le at th? rate of one snare to three; at
t'.ie last sale of the stock I bought some at three
linn ired per cent: I do n >t know as it wonld gene¬
rate be considered a very good Investment; 1 have
never been assessed lor anv improvements; there is
a large surplus; my Imoresslon is that there is a sur¬
plus on the books of about as much as Uie capital;
1 think the last balance street showj two million dol¬
lars, which Is one million dollars capital and the
surplus; 1 have been a stocknolder In the Manhattan
Company some two or three years: I cannot state the
highes» dividends from that company; I received the
certificates or indebfdnoss and seven per cent on it.

J. Henry Magomgie, business manager of Booth's
theatre, being sworn, testllled to the fact that there
was no coiup aint to bo made about the gas fur¬
nished to the theatre.
Being examined by Mr. Bergen, witness went into

ati explanation ot the preparations made for Uie in-
tronucUon ot the new oxygen light into the theatre.
Moses Taylor, being sworn and examined by the

chairman, testified.I am lutere-te I only in the an¬
thracite eoal by beini a director in the Delaware,
Lackawanna and Western Railroad, which is en¬
gaged in the anthracite c >al business; the tr.ts com¬
panies do not us- that kiud of coal, and therefore 1
know nothing of the prices they pav for coal.

l>y Mr. La l<au.I am a stockholder In the New
Yortc, Manhattan and Vctropolitan '!as companies;
I think tne km dividen 1 Irom tne Mctronolitan was
twelve and a half per cent: the capital of the com¬
pany Is $2,000,00); 1 am a director aud kuow nothing
of the business of Uie com»»iiy.
Witn?s > testified to the dividends of the Now YorK

Company last jear and io the certificates of indebt¬
edness, which had already been lully explained.
tsamuei Sloane being sworn and exa mned testi¬

fied:.Am a director of the Manhattan Oas Com¬
pany: I think received three dividends of five per
cent each last year, but atn not sure about that; I do
uot hold now any of tue certificates of Indebtedness;
I had so ne but sold the n: I do not know the aggre¬
gate amount of receipt* or expenses or the number
or consumer*.
Thomas B. Moms, manager of the Waverlev

theatre, being sw >rn. tMttIM.I have two coni-
1<1.n.its to make, one as manager an l another as a
citizen at my own house. No. 179 West loath street;
about a year atfo t was called away to Philadelphia,
and wa< detained about, a week: the colicctor caled
on Monday and tinted that lie would call on ttiurs-
day: he railed on tli-day stated, and Mrs. Morris told
hiiu that I wonld be home oil Saturday, and as she
had not inocev at hand to pay. if he wonld call
a^ain on Mo.Kfay he woulii be paid: on Friday two
meu came, went down into the cellar and cut Hie
gas off: I applied at the office, and was to.d quite
cavalierly to pay my bll's prompt'y and the aras
would not tie cut off: the same thing occurred
a few months since. At the theatre we ha I
used gas some three days and the hill was about
four or Ave dollar-: we received notice that
if the new occupant did not renew the de¬
posit tho gas wfluid be cut off; I sooke to mybacker, Mr. Ileeder. anl he said there was a de-

Eosit toere a'ready, paid by Mr. ixjon, of |ino. which
ad nut bei-n removed; I went to the theatre next

morn.ne and found the Km had been cut off and my
men < ou:d not work; I immediately sent $i'ji up.
bu* the company peremptorily refused to put ilie
gas on strain until Mr. Ke 'der, ns proprietor, should
coino up an I go through the form# prescribed bv tn»
company: wc could not tlnd Mr. Boeder that dav. and
tne next day he went np and settled ttie
matter: I have been a consumer ot iras at my resi¬
dence for several year*; the bills were aitvava paid
promptly; taey were formerly paid in the name of
iny mother-in-law, Mrs. John Mougtiam: the same
permou baa l*»cn collecting the bills from my house
as Ion# at I havi boot mere: I complained to tne
c impanv also that my bills were two or three times
larger during the |>ast six or seven months than they
were ever before; I t.iought there was so netlunz
wrong about the m ter, t> it t ic man whom they sent
there «aldth re was noihinar the matter with the
meter, and the bills still continue the same.
Johu II. Itouton. one of tho editors of ihe Jrmrnai

of Commerce, being sworn, tcstilled that since Wed¬
nesday night lajt we hava bad no cause to complain
ol ilie quality or quantity of gas: before that wc had
seriousotuse to complain; sometimes the ga< wua
so bad we were obliged to use candles; the quality of
the gat is about Hie same in all parts of the house:
the cause I neiieve is that the gas Is poor; there was
also com laitii of tit bad o lor from the gas which,
by the way H n it notlr 'aide since Wednes day; I do
not know anything ab >nt obstructions in the pipea,
lint I only kn.»w the fact that liie pipes have not
b"-n changed or lnt"-l"rel with, anl now, s.nce
Wednesday, we h ive a'l tne light wc want.
Att'ua stage of Hie proceedings the committee

took a roe us until hair-past eevon o'clock In the
evening.

Evening Hps4sn-Thr Worse the Gas the
Higher the Price.Farther Itevi Intlon*.'The
Brooklyn .!*< ('ompany.
last, evening the committee Investigating the eas

monopolies resume I iu sittings at half past seven
o'clock.

(iarrett N. oioto, of No. 279 West street, was the
first wltn-vs e.xa uined. He deposed that he was a
gas consumer, uij had reason to co.11plain of the
Charges ma le; oa one occasion a man came to
measure the cat an 1 found ti.at soo feet had hcen
burned; became a"am the next week a nd said that
990 feet had been burned; witness told blm that he
was burning oil and did not nse 10 much;
be came afterwards with a new meter, and
subsequently presented a bill for $1 30; that
was an excessive charge, as nothing but oil had been
burned. Witness then cont nued m follow*:.I
thought that the charge would have been only $2 45;
I told him I would not pay It; be replied that I must
see the president about It; It ebojld have been 700
instead of i.soo feet; tn fact I did not consume as roach
g is as I was charred with; I told the be ok!:. eper of
tne ooapany that I had not BMd so 111 ic.i g.ts as
was set forth In the bt I; wlnn they brought In the
bill 1 had only burned 700 fi et. but they charged m(
wit n three tl.nea the amount; I liave been a ga.- con¬
sumer for about two y«ars; I u.-ed to burn
gas m Ai 'any and as many itguts a» I do here; the
charge then -yas throe dollars per l,i, »0 feet; I used
Iro n I'nii to Ave luht< this winter for about four
hours; inv highest gas bid in Al any did not exoeed
seventeen dollar* a quarter, wane here it was about
fourteen d <liars a month for the sumo nuau 1W of
light of sn interior de crlmion; ihe gas supplied tn
i>y the New 1 ork Company was bad, and several
I .hi.es In tii" aelgltowrhuoQ complained of iu Ire-
qnentiy g Mug out.

Ha.uuei H. i-ikuwasthe next witness examined.
II" ai l.1 have linen ma iager ot Pike's operaHooae| I hav obeerved, wtien I -tirst Opened my
01* 4 (i «., that my bll s w- re produced weekly tor
acenanam unt; l icr >re ed that without any iu-
c: ". 1 "ur< ol per/onnauce ma gas bill was gra-tuaily augmented; 1 also oiieervml taat tne perform¬
ance tor tour hoars vm cheaper timu that for three
lioun»|aiUioa<h there was no extra light wed: Mebgltt w.is very bad. particularly 011 the stage;an 1 I no iced nnt in the gas became worse the ol 1
l r 'a if 1. 1 managed a tu aire In the West, nut I
d n-t rcc iiect the vatiatioas of the gas; my
pue b!.:s wilt s; ow tnat the icss Utue occu-
p c 1 bjr Mi 1 Hforiuari-t) imo gni bill inningail I n-'iie : t.es gas l>ii; at tiie op>ra home
Iu now i lcreattag twenty-lire per cent; I called
tlic at 'n 1'in in tu- ie»ter tBsoec'or to the had State
ni tu" u and Ik he co .1 do 110thn.it Ml" bill
n.iioa 1.. it I o dw 11 ... and (dMawet'k: It tu-

| c.c..d .i smoel Iiisi com nemed about twenty-five

per cent; 1 onenei (It* opsra home o-t tbe 0th of
January. lh a; my una bl it were bi^tie. ut iua* bu¬
rner than wuen tin ojera boose wu oponen; at
times ttio iirht was very dim, tu uw occasion Ire*
queut complaints.
James lio.ue, liquor dealer, of 10T Prince street,

testiiod 1 e >iiiine.ice<l U> uurn gas on tiie 1st ot
May, 1,60; iiiv ga-» lull on January a, i;ui, *ai
$lu 90; the l.lii January, UW-', ili 26; oil ath Jauu-
ary, lsdi, $17; Jan :ary 4. lsfti, it amounted to
$li; January 6, ISOi, $22 75; January 0, 18M.
til i t; January o lsflT, $2& J6; January ID, 1 -'is,
$ia 'J3; January, lsfttf, tii Ik); for tbe last turee years
1 was obliged to close my store every night at twe.ve
o'clock; previous to that 1 used to Keep open till one
or two o'ooclc unci on Sun lay till one o'ciook; 1 hut
tue burueiB cuau^eil twice; lust year, wlieu 1 saw
tliu bus so b:iru, 1 consulted a gas tit er and lie
told tue to put in Ave ieet burners; tiie bill iu
j une, 1x68, alter we bad the burners changed, was
$14 05: I used to bu.n tbe gag about thirty or tulrty-
oue uays; uow it was ouiy used about twenty-six
days in tiie month, but tbe itas bill neverwtiess in¬
creased; 1 complained of tbe bad light, but when
doing so I was informed that the dew it could not
be remedied and that if 1 did not like it not to
burn it.

Israel Bncknam, of 113 Lexington avenue:.I
lived there for tbe laat ten yeurs; my bilia lor tbe
ill'si few years ran iroin seven to nine dollars, and
within the lust low years nave gone up to (il 3Uj I
use four burners until ten o cloc*; on one occasion,
ai'cordiug to my request, they sent men to exa nine
tue meter; Davidson, tue Inspector, examined it,
and said it w is ail right, and was surprised tbat I
had burned so much gas wuh only four burners; my
gas bill was goiiu UP so higU mat i was oblued to
see ij it, but uothinrf has yel been done to it; the
general quality of the lUut is very i>oor; the pas nas
been very badly attended to; were was a smed of
gas through the house on one occasion, and 1 got a
mau to examine the meter; I never complained to
tue company.

in repiy to a member of the committee Mr. Mc-
Gowau examined a patent burner produced by wit-
nessi&nd slated that patent burners * ere me best »or
the companies and the worst for the consumers.
John Uer^iu, of ftil Uulou sireet, iirooitiyn, testl-

fled.l moved to Brouklyu fourtean years ago; l ap-
p.led to the gas company lor a meter; toey stated
they had a bill aituiust tbe bouse mInch taey would
compel me to pay beiore tuey would give me gas;
Uiis was the Brooklyn tiao.igut company; tnov
obliged me to pay a deposit ueiore th«y supplied me;
the ciiar^e iheu was aoout ouedod.u* or oue dollar
and bt'ty ceuts a mnun; tue higuest bill 1 have irom
tne co.upauy >vus sjvoa dollars; we were told that
we w.re paying too much lorgai by a new company,
wno pionnsed to give better gas, uodeposus and
cucaper li^ht; 1 persuaded about tweuiy persons to
cut od' iro.u the oid company: this n>;» company
on'ered to furn.sh tiie city ol Brooklyn with tha best
des rlptiou of gas at oue uouar aud ttveutv-il ve cenis
a i,00j, and private consumers not to exceed two
dJllars audibly c-utsfor tue bestqua.ity; wuiie there
was competition tue gas was good; at lirst the bid
was live dollars, aud subsequ-ntiy ran up to eleven
dollars, although we consumption o. gas was great.y
decreased; 1 complained to We company, out got
no nans.action; .lie quality of we gas at present Is
considerably deteriorated by the dampness ol tue
coal; tney have now wuat is caied a "blower," or
exhauster, whicu they use lor reducing the richness
of tue gas. the general rule appeared to be the
worse tue gas the inguer the price, vv luiess then
proceeded to describe tue proctss of making, and
pointed out some ol the delects In its present rnanu-
lacture.
The committee adjourned at a quarter past nine

o'c.ock to meet in Brooklyn on Jdou >ay mo. mug.

OIULll LEGISLATIVE COffiHIlTEES.

On Seircrace.
The committee of the Legislature appointed to In¬

vestigate the sewerage system of this city resumed
proceedings at the Fifth Avenue Hotel yesterday.
The first witness called was Mr. Theodore West in,
of the Croton Aqueduct Department, and his evi¬
dence was ol no public importance. The ex-Speaker
of the Assembly, Mr. William liltcuman, was next
called. Ho testified as follows:.

I have been a residentof New York for thirty-eight
years; 1 kuow something about the sewerage syaiem
ol ihis city in 1839; I was a cierk in the offlce ol ihu
Common Coun ii; also clerk to lite committee on
health, on toads, on streets and 1 thiuK 1 was also
at the time a c.crk of the committee on sewers; at
the tinif i speak ol'there wus no particular system
for sewerage adopted; it was adopted on applica¬
tion iKfiiu made to tae Common Council; tne system
so coilei was simply a series oi termiuatii.ua,
atid It was under the direction of tne
Common Council; U was nut at that time
usual for tne property lioldera to be
uoiiiied when asdessmeuu* were to be made, for
them to make whatever objections they dcalred if
they had anv; since mat tune it has become the
practice lo uoafy property owners whenever as.-ies.s-
ine.its are to t>e made: 1 know ol many Instances
where sewers are laid down regardless wnetuer
properly owners In their vicinity arc benefited
or not; mere is such au instance now in Kighty-
sixth street; lu my opinion the tiles used by tU3
Cro.ou Aqueduct Department are altogether too
small; they arc only, 1 believe, twelve inches in
circumference; I have known Instances where the
contents oi the t ilea were driven back into the houses
from which tney ha.l come by reason of tne tilus
being too small to carry oiT the drainage; lu certain
cases I think i.legal assessments have been made on

property owners; theie VM a MR case la the courts
about II e years ago, but what decision was given at
the time 1 do no! no .r reineuio.T; 1 uiiuk tne present
system could be improved upon by making certain
sin .s at given points where tne solid matter could
deposit itself and allow the water to run rrecly; the
solid mattercould be removed oy well applied nie.un;
there ougut to ne one of these sinks lu every sewer¬
age district; taken us a whole, 1 do not believe tuc
present .system could be much Improved upon with¬
out revolutionizing it aitogcruer.
Mr. Wo.-then. sworn.I am the engineer of the

Board of Health; 1 consider the present sewerage
system adequate to the necessities of tuc city, but
oo not think it complete or buitlclently extended ;
the marshy districts in the lower part of the city are
not well enough drained at puse.it, which want
could lie suppued by marginal sewers; 1 do not
tuiuk that the tilth about the piers is to any verv
gr.»i degree increased ov the lact that the sewers
cuiptv into the river at their termination ; the filtu
tli-re Is < aused more by decomposition of the various
in it or washed ashure ana failing into the river from
tue piers.
Theodore Weston recalled.The necessity for the

transfer of tuc drainage of the Seventy-ninth street
.ewer to the Seventy-lourm street one was verv
great; tne r«eventy-niutii street sewer coinmeuces at
tue rUst river and ruus westwards to the Klitli ave¬
nue; it formerly touk nothing but the drainage im¬
mediately ad acent to It ou the lines of the streets
uuder wiiicu it passe-i; 1 tuiuk about 185; a sewer
was built, by order of the Common Council, In third
avenue, troiu Seventy-first street to Seventv-nlntn
street, also from higuif-fourili to Seveuty-niuth
street; that portion ol tue first mentioned extending
from Seveuty-iourth to Seveuty-uiutn street was
connected with tiie Seventy-niuiu street one by a
giade or anout two aud a naif leet Uigher man the
lowest yard it was to drain; in other words the
drutuage in Ihird avenue hail to runup-hill; the
Seventy-ninth street newer two years ago had no
oiner connection than mat aud was suillcient as far
as it wus concerned to carry oif all drainage; It was,
liowcx'T, on-, .-d lor rs j.r s.iee.iv.: im:s Inade¬
quate and therefore It was determined to utllUc one
In Tnird aveuue from feveuty-iuni.il to seventy -

fourth s n et. * Inch determination was fully ear¬
ned out: ibis cliiiuire was consiiie.ed lienellclal to
the property owners In Seventy-lourth sirect and
they were consequently assesMU.

iraac II. Coleman, sworn.I am a civil engineer
sil l contractor; 1 have been engaged in consiruc.tng
s- we.* sin c the 1st of June List; I have also done
work on ihe new reservoir: the outlet of the sewers
I have oeeu wor*lug at is from Norm river to Sixiy-
sixtii stiect and Tenth aveuue; mere witness de¬
scribed the exient oi the sewers in the district as
covering u.9b;i leet); the sewers are of brick and
pipe; the brlcic being lour feet or internal diam¬
eter; the pipe is from twc'.ve, fifteen to eighteen
Inches; the brick sewers are two bricks
lu width: I have never heard the system complained
of, nor have 1 ever heard of any duilculty arising
Irom the sewer pl;» <, liic ( lotou Aqueduct Depart-
men: lurnish contractors wlih the pipes used; I
know of no instiihce wnerc ttnperieet pipes were
laid down; the pipes ure always inspected at the
place where tney are lo be !x>d lie lore mey are used;i conal not, is-iug no expert, five any idea as to the
qnu.lly of the pipes; I don't know what percent¬
age, if any, the t'rotou Aqueduct Department
mukc in selling contractors the pines; wuemer or
not the pres-nt system ol sewerage is adequate is
pmely a mamematicai question, to which I would
nor Kirs a direct answer unless after making correct
Cul.-,uiations; lu my opinion every Inch larger than
is necessary to carry orr the isaximuin ol water hi
tne pipes is a great mistake, o. cause when taxed to
lis maximum ihe contents «r<* ull driven out, but
when the pipes aie large and enly hall filled lucre is
not siiitlcicrit cm rent to carry away tne corneals;
In other words a small pipe w ih s go^Kl current ol
water is Utter tnau a Urge pipe with a poor enr-
re t of water; I never heard of the pipes breakingafter they were laid; I don't th iik they would break
unless mey were rotteu; aid 1 have taken up pipestli.it have been under grjuuiJ lor fifty y^ars and
bevcr found one roit -n.

lUiieri ii. Paircinld, Mr. OlemarTs »s*o late in
biin.ni ss, was next examined, but his testimony was

| on v oorroiKirat.ve of me latter'*.
i then aijourne i to to-morrow at

The It ii llron d *' iwimlttee.
The select r hi,ni.ilea of s»v«n ou tho Investigation

of tnn arsirs of the New Von and Krle, New York
Central, HofUio and Brie atd ihe Hudson River

*l U* KlfUl Avenue Hotel.
- ¦ 7 preseia, aud the session was
a prolonged sud iiiiere.nug one. several of the
i""*1 einiii> iii r r0411 mm n the country wereexamine.I and U-stiimi upon .he subjects embracedin the resolutions 01 tne i.egHiature by which the

Uon"'" *ulUor,,tt, 1 u niase ihe Iuvestige-
1 lie commlliee decided to wl hhold the dally resuiMof Ihe inventigaiiou and the lames 01 tne witnesseslor reawus winch ih. y co.itenl will be obvious.1 ue luvesiiaation i'ok a ver/ wide s< opc, and tho

tesiiiuony taken was very voiuumi >us.
1 lie cotniuiiice in (no aiuruoou were taken Inchsrge by ne commissioners 01 Charities aud Mir.

rectum lor a Visit to the public insulations.
On Public i^lnealiim.

The Honatfl eomnuiieo on the subject of public
education in tlio citv of Mew held an informal

ineciln<r at the M^tropolitari Ilttel on Thursday ar¬
te -uoou, but all Hi i cioaibors had not, aril> ed In the
cilV arid coin 'ijuautljr u¦> or'/a.uzau »n loji pi ice.
An adjournment look p.i'e ui :it Hri i.tjr afternoon,
at mo! o'clock; lint it Is uot expected th.it the con-
uiiuej will proceed to b isiioss until Monday next.
It is composed of Senators Creamer (chairman).
Kcnuelv, Oenet, Uaie and Thaver. Tuey are at-
tou.ieJ uy Sergeant-u(-.Vrins Kemper.
On the Merchants' Union Expreaa Company.
The Assembly committee, consisting of Messrs.

Ren, of Ontario; Wright, of Monroe, and Husted, of
Westchester, appointed to Investigate the affairs of
t ie Mer hants* Union Hx press Companr, met yester¬
day morning at the Metropolitan Hotel, but exam¬
ined no witnesses. The committee were engaged
during the morning In devising forms of testimony
and sug nesting names ol witnesses to b3 called. it
is not probable that the committee will examine any
witnesses in tins city.

COMMERCIAL AGENCIES.
Growth and Extent of Commercial Aarenclea la
Our Cily.Wliat la Promised and What la
Performed.Kind of Correspondent* Em¬
ployed.Collusion* oi Fraud and Fralta of
Petty Mpite.
Comm«roial agencies are rapidly attaining In our

city a marvellous height of power and prosperity.
They are comparatively of recent origin. The first
organized in this city, that med to bo vis a via to
the I'uat Oitlce, came into being long after that little
old quaintly steepled Dutch church was converted
to its present uses, and when the look of grim
age stared one in the face from Its brown
front and gabled roof almost as legibly
as now. As time has ad vanced others have sprung
inio existence, till now there are three large and
prominent agjucles of this kind, besides others of
feebler growth. These larger agencies occupy co¬
lossal rooms. They have colossal desks. Ihoy keep
colossal books. They do a colossal business, and
their profits arc colossal. Everybody kuows the
objects of these agencies, or rather ihe proclaimed
purpose of their organization. They claim to be a vast
bureau of Information regarding business men, not
the business men alone of our cily, but the
bold and far-reaching dights of their Imaginative
pretensions take In the whole sweeping range of our

country, from Maine to California, from the precipi¬
tous banks of the swiftly flowing su Lawrence to
where the waters of the broad Pacific dash npon the
extreme uorthern point of our lately acquired Rus¬
sian American possessions. An examination into the
working of these agencies, their modus operandi of
obtalnlngin lormaUon, the terms on which they
Impart this information and the extent of reliability
of this information, are uot without interest, and the
facts elicited from such examination are not with¬
out their suggestive moral. The results of
such examination, which we have been painstaking
in making, and in writing the details of which w«
shall be equally pains taking to give the facts accu-

hre'vuv JJm now essay to unfold, with succinct
brtvlty, and, we trust, wuh convincing proof that
the progress and completion of oar narrative will ?o
plainly and palpably reveal the underlying moral
that even those who run may read it.

moral

what rae.sfi aukncies !. romi.sk.
They begin with promising a great deal mora thnn

It ib possible to accomplish. Tho/ promS to^
accuiate Information of tue exact pecuniary statu*

r"Uatnlu^ « reFu"ag of ali ciasKes or

.iii«« engaged in all classes of trade,
ihese promises, as we have stated em*
brace (he who'.e of ihe United states
merchants and business men in everV cltv or ti^
i nion, in every vil.age and in every country tow,.
How utterly impossible those promises are ofii'im"
mentcan be seen at a glance. Business fluctuaiei"
Fal ure are constant and sudden. Tiioss who are'
to-day ndiug on the topmost wave of scorning pros

""

.but a»en now worth this.
Ana uuw worth nothing.

as Antonio found when his ships had all miscarried
aud lus bond toishylock was forfeit. ^72,2
^i« tf.PtJ,.^eu,fclve" contlna®Hy posted aLtoe
able to toll who are safe and reliable wiir..,..

slinky and douotful and who are positively untruat^
worthy. But is is unnecessary toenlari* nn

Ws.. The promises themselves, it is cfear are at
unstable unci unreliable as those placed in tiie*lowest
^okTof recorrd!ttbllUJr m tlle'r cuulb,ou»'J imposing

_
B48I8 OF PIlOMtSES.

Tnis branch of our subject t ads us to urmnti »h.

modus operandi theseagencos have aXJ&l r,?r
acquiring their iniorinaliou which as iui nimmi i

merchantable product of value iheV 2iu?t2!i
ift it through corri'spondent" Uul

what Is the ch, racier of inelr correspondent's an,i
how much reliability can be placed 011 wh it '.hii1
write!- Thla question, upon the answer to wti,%
i' w"?le «>bJect as to the va.ue or othMw£
ol tnese agencies, can be answered in two w.,r,u
very Utile. They are mainly thlrd rate hiwv*r. ^
men who will graap eagerly at

or

cause ihejr can fln<! no others. Men of uajT"
SEES? W'n "?* lend themselves to the n.ean sv^m
l>iXrDT»Ze,a!*a'te'1 °r#uc" correspondenwfiuch
I aul Pij procedure as prying through kevhoirw «n/*i.

ignominious Uelvinj? for records of raoriaw'/SS?
55arasswss&ssSiS
K"i« r^rss&^t. ?
how the thing is said to be d .ne, and it renutres no

M-ecially large acquaintance with human na'ure Vn

spondent knows tS weak ioinu oMhis voun^mll*

HO

Mwwd^k"ro?°!^o:rw^ngupSru^,,^i?i2w^
argum^ounefonnen- UU^powenul- cllncning

l*u« money in thy piirw.

,pS!,n»ona«nt-
Wen yes, responds the merchant

thi'« J")u c'wact-r in New Vork," pursues
this oleaginous representative of urn. ,.r ,,,t!
city commewlal agencies, -that will .mm. Jn ?
buy on credit any Amount of gwZ" eDttt"e ,oa 10

"I see."
.

""hall it be doner"
"Ves."
The bargain is made. Onr corresnondpnt wrif^« .

glowingly favorable account of tue nnancial re
of the young merchant, ihis ^count u

dulj transferred to tne records of tlie comnicr iui
agency here. The young mer. haiit coin^-?^ tifi
city; our merchants get a transcript ol liis recoriV*
he imys heavily on credit, an I they don't m theiV
pay. He luitgine tint it would take sometninU
more tnan a lightning calcu.ator to estimate the
multiplicity ot just Mich cases. And heM let
it be staled that the agencies <10 l
themselves ».y way accountable tor tha Inaccurate
stale.ncnts of their correspondents. Anotti^now .r

lor evil the.r correspondents possess ami iiiar K nn'r
posely un/lerrating a person's degrw" J rKif.t,
Acorrcspoulent gets a spite against" mercaiift
p^rnaps, and uii »t unlikely supposition) becau^** tno
latter would not trust him or sue.) him .or a b ??aud
he puts his credit down as low or good lor nothing

n., , aM _
A"<1 H ahsll go bard.

But 1 will (Mf« odi* tan btlow ihwir mm..
And blow tu«*m at the moon.

Thus resolves this bnsoiy lirnonilnlous rrAo'nm

If he dare not put down the Juliet of ^sS «
utterly devoid or unanciat credit he will throw o^
hints after the manner of I'oloutus:-

out

..I know th* (.Dtltmao;
I i««r hire yesterday or t'other >i*y;
<). lli*n, or ih"n, with audi or moh; anl, M you say,
Ther« iv is be gaminf. lli'i very wllJ,
A<Mlot«d so aul so.

All this has Its effict, of course, la bnylng goods
bere; Mid thcue cases, an regard i getting at the ajj-
gn-irat:; of them. present anoth r subject and oppor*
tunny for the llnluriitu calculator to ventilate his
Hprcial mathematical power. There arc, unquee-
tioiiaiiiv, nonest correspondents; tint, fro u the
(MMHrtl PMOMlna which they have id be se¬
lected, it la Impossible to place much decadence on
their statements.

mWKMi CltABOIS AND rKOFITS.
There are no lac* or milliners. Tho reason Is ob¬

vious. our mctchiota arc made to believe tnat they
are Uie rcclpicnu of larue Ononis at the hands of
SIMM agencics. Facts and iignrcs aro aet forth in
printed circulars, whose teudcucy and pnrniHR ar*
to carry sueb conviction. Them Is no way of Ret¬
ting .it tne preciso number of our different city
sgcaciee; but tho number Is vcrr larjje, doubtless
embracing two-thirds of our entire meicuniile com¬
munity. For membership arc charged various
sums, ranging from fifty dollars to <>00annuaiiy,
the latter, however, being tnc mure prevalent
charge. It will be Hern from tin* tnat
the gross yearly rccelpis or tueso usenetes
arc very largo. To the managers thoy
are nnquostlonutfly most handsouuly paying
Institutions, and it is also unquciti >;iaO,e that tneir
organisation ts prltnarilr for the benefit or the tor
mer, that of the mercnntllc and business com uuuity
being a secondary airalr. At all hours of the dav.
thatls during bustues* hours. tne toom of the va¬
rious agencies ure open lor the visits of iiietr
patrons and their t»o<>tc< Ilsewsc open for imp !0-
u.mi. The rooms as stated, are very large a nl luvs
a perpetually bustllug show or busy activity. A
bibl ouiatitst would be overwhelmed with as¬
tonishment at tho untBoaae dispay of tin-
mouse book*. Kvcry six months printed cir¬
culars aro sent to the members coutulninifrevised lists of the namos contained in tustr
booKs of reoord. mm cucalsrs only g*vo an
epitome or the more extended written statcinonu.
Hie degree Of credit to be mvun to any trivia ma.-

?Ill nal is designated by letters at the en1 of the name
which symbolize all the various stages from good
lor any amount to go id for uot.nug.

CANVASSINU NHW YOKK.
Onr olty la canvassed as wed as other localities to

get at ilui reliability of our business men. To show
how our merchants dislike having their own financial
affaire pryeJ Into, though they are eager to avail
themselves of the same prying propensities pract sed
elsewhere, we wul Rive a sample of the reception
extended by one of our merchants to a representa¬
tive of one 01 their agencies, as related to us by the
merchant. The fellow commenced nls inquiries with
more zeal man Judgment, however, in lus mode of
questioning.
"What do yon mean by asking me such ques¬tions?" the merchant asked his visitor.
"l am getting lacts for*. commercial agency,"be answered.
"You get out of here or I'll kick you," continued

the mercnaut.
The zealous representative of the commercial

age.icv did not protract hla visit or h s Inquiries.These investigations have more particular reference
to new Arms in the city. The sample we have givenis doubtless a faithful exhibit of the popular senti¬
ment In our city touching these agencies, ami that
notwithstanding so many take pains and go to the
expense to avail themselves of their supposed
benefits.

HTDDKN BniPTINO OP SCBNKS.
A country merchant steps Into one of onr larre

stores and is no doubt Irequeutly startled ut the
sudden shifting of scents, on his entrance he is
greeted with bows and smiles and Is ktpt in agree¬
able conversation till a messenger who, on his ln-
tnuatiou of a desire to purchase a bill of goods, is
immediately despatcheJ to the commercial agency
to get at his llnauclal record, comes back with the
reliable statement. If the statement Is favorable to
credit lor a reasonable amount for reasonable time
the smiles continue and the bill of goods U sold and
duly ueoted. If the statement is not favorable then
the sallies relax, and now conies the astonishment.
"ilow do you wish to buy r" asks the merchant;

"for cash?"
">)u ninety days," answers the unsuspecting

visitor.
"Horry, very sorry," says the merchant, "but our

terms arc cash."
am not prepared to pay cash," interposes the

rural dispenser of assorted merchandise, irom a
handsaw to Honlton lace.
"Good day," says our city merchant.
"Hood day," responds the visitor, anl he Is very

respectfully but tlrmiy bowed out or the place
beiorft he knows It. These tilings are or
dally occurrence. There may be an msasslu
In the dark.soma spiteful correspondent at
the bottom of It.as Ues ribed above. It is all the
same. No one will object to take the cash of our
country merchant, but he can gut credit nowhere.
The commercial agcucles have dt>i.e the business for
li.m. Perhaps he merits it, and periupa uou It is
just as likely one way as another.

GENERAL OlHtlKVAriONs.
Having tilled the outline or special observations

regarding special phases and cliaract -ristics of onr
commercial agencies, we might indulge to an In¬
definite extent In general observations on Hits subject
Tue treat objection to them is the almost utter un-
re.labillty of the Information Hiey ciuim to Hive.
Another objection is that throu^ii positively er.o-
neous information largo sums are continual y being
lost by our merchants through extending credits
where noue should be given. The mischief is, ihe
agencies are lu no wise responsible lor such results,
ihey give out their lniormatiou, for it would uot do
to sive it out otherwise, as its reliability Is nil that
gives it vaiue. Excepting us guide* to furtuer iu-
qulry and Information, and as furnishing an ex-
tended list ol names to whlcn to send circulars so¬
liciting trade, these ageucles are oi no earthly use
except to their managers, and to these are an emi¬
nently uood thing.

VISIT TO A C0.1DEH.1ED KU&DEKER.

George 8. Twitcheil, Jr., in Ilia Cell.No
Hope* of ¦ Reprieve.He la Resigned to
nia Fate.

[From tlie Philadelphia Evening Telegraph, March 8.]
By a visit made yesterday afternoon to Moyamen-

Biug Prison, during wuicU we were atforded tlie op¬
portunity or entering Twitchell'a cell and talking
wild linn, tlie following poluu, the publication of
wuicn can do no uarra, were gathered. The inulu
object ol seeking the interview with tlie condemned
was to ascertain lrom personal observation now
i witchell bears hunseir in view or hi* Impending
dooui; ais mental aud physical couditlon; bow be
occupies ins time; his Ideas regarding Ins immediate
future; what signs ol contrition he displays. and to
liaieti to anything he nilgai have to say regarding
the crime lor which lie is sentenced t.» death.
He is conlliied lu one oi the cells or t.ie third or

upper row or the northern corridor or the jail.
Tnliher we were conducfd oy one oi the prison
oitlcials. Before we entered we nearJ tlie sound or
solemn p<*a inody to a tauil.iar tune. The prisoner,
in compa.iy with bis spiritual adviser, tlie Kev.
George Hnughurat, was devoutly eu^aje 1 in aingiag
tuo uymu "ua Jordan's stormy o.tuks stand." llis
voice, his manner, his very look betokened sincer¬
ity. He was evidently earnest lit his devotions.

It appeared on inquiry that Air. Brlngnunt spends
two hours every Uternoon ml" sterlu^ to iho spir¬
itual wants ot Twtlcaeli, and .:ts done so rrooi the
day ot tne prisoner's conviction.

The latter apparently takes the deepest interest In
the religious exercises conducted by his raithrul
spiritual utt*nuant aud joins In me singing or hymns
an l one.'s extempore prayers with pious iervor.
We did not enter tho ceil until the sound or the

arnglng had died away, and thcu It was that we
noticed the devout air of Twitched, which we have
already described.
Mr. Bnnghurst at once intrudaced us to the con¬

demned. Hie latter ruBO lroin his seat, anu after a
hearty shake of the hand extended a cor¬
dial welcome lu a frank, free, olMiand and
cneerful manner. Seats were tnen taken, and
after a quick scrutiny ol the countenance ot
Twitcheil we openod th-j couvorsatioa. As nat fre¬
quently been Bald oy those who attempted to de¬
scribe the personal appearance, and especially the
payslo.<nouty of i'witciiell during the progress of his
trial, he looks far trom the murderer, llis race is
one of Intelligence, ratner than Ignoranca; ot open¬
ness, rather than treachery; or kindness, good hu¬
mor, and geniality, lie was dressed with scrupu¬lous neatness and looked altugetner as tnougn tie
was just prepare 1 to attend church oranewning
party. Ills skiu was clear and rauspareut; his tuirnicely adjusted, and his eye brlguc and expressive.
Ills manuer was cordial, though calm aud seli-
poss'ased. Making some remark in relation
to the vimis of the Rev. ilr. Brtnghurst.Twitcheil assured us that the two hours
he daily apeut with that gentleman greatly b"iie-
nted lilin in two ways: they rendered lighter the
depression of confinement aud were of real advan¬
tage to Lis soni. In reply to oiner questions lie said
that bis health continued good. ultlmugu he thought
he had lost flesh since bis coniln-mcnt. He gene¬
rally retired to reat about nine o'clock, and rose
about seven in the morning. 11c sleeps us oouuuly
as could be expected without having tne ben -fit of
any exercise, and bis appetite continued good.
Kelerrmx then to nia trial wo aske i lu ii if lie was

aatlsfled with the way in which his detence ha I been
conducted, lie answered that he thought Ins coun¬
sel bad done all they could lor lilin uuuer the circuiu-
atances, and he believed his conviction was me re-
auli of the popular prejudice existing at the fame
against litni au i his * lie.

Tlie conversation then turned on circumstantial
evidence, ami 1 witchell, reioiriugto its uncertaluty,related au incident ol his being accused wiieu a boyor stealing a bottle of essence. lie conld not at tbe
tune prove his Innocenc, ami be was not righted in
the matter until seme years alter, wiieu ibe bottle
was lound accidentally by the young lady wm>
char ged him with the theft, where ahe nad placed it
uiitaiuki ngiy lie.self.
Touching hi* wile's speedy acquittal he said:."I

was much grat.fled wheu 1 heard or it, but was also
very much surpriaed, as I ihougtit the popular pre¬
judice existing against botn her and iiiyseif would
couvict her sisu." lie then said tnut he received
I requeDt visits rrom Mrs. TwltcheU, and that slio stiu
hoped lor Ills reprieve.
We then asked him Ifhe had any theory of his

own to account lor tne mysterious murder of his
mother in-law, or held any suspicions as to who the
real murderer was.
He re tilled:."I have no thcary that I would fesl

Justified in making public. I Ii ivu my suspicions in
certain quartern, but think It best to keep t.iein to
myself, lor tne present at least. I know tnut 1 was
In be i and asleep at the time, and lid not wake until
Camilla (his wile) shook me. When I went down
aialrs i was engaged hi wlptuz the blood rrom the
body, and uevor tho.ight tor one moment or being
suspected as tho murderer."
Upon questioning him about any expectation he

mhruthaveof his sentence bemg commuted he an-
awerel:.1"The trial lieing so complete, and the
Court, artcr so long a deliberation, reiusing to grunt
a new one. and the Supreme Court refusing to grant
a writ or error, all combine to make me give up ad
hope that the Oovernor will Interfere In the matter,
and I ha\e made up tuy nund to suifer the peuany <>r
the sentence I have recoivcd." Alter pausing lor
a few momenta lie resumed saying:."II 1 am
to suffer death, I will be perlcctly resigned to it, as I
will feel tiut the omiciions pi>t upon me win lie in¬
tended for some good though unseen purpose. I
f. ei couO lent mat my innocence will be fully proved
some time or other, but It may bo jeara after I am

ottared these laat words th» Jailor, who had
been In waiting all tbu tune, intimated that the in¬
terview must end. We rose, as did Iwi cliell.
Tnauking us lor tuo interest we had mann er ted In
visiting him, with a warm shake of the baud he bade
us good bye.

I Nl'IRO CO-OPSRATION IN NORTH CAROLINA..W«
learn tk.at a prjject la on foot amout the colored
people of the city of Italclgh to establish a co-ope. a-
tive laud an J building aaso :iatlon in tins city lor the
purpose of purcnaunz aud supplying homes to
members of tuo asaoclation.Haitijn SiunU/mt,
March 4.

MAHRIAQE3 AN3 DEATHS.
Married.

St. Jon*.Mathoh..on Thursday, March «, at
the residence of the bride's parents Portehoster,N. v., n .>hv ht. John to jb^ik u. Maviios.
Hukum an.Hiibiim ak..In Brooklyn, on inursday,

February it, by the Itov. T. Ut'uyier, Jamk.s a. buuit-
11A < to hl'SAN A. mibnman.

.VAN D&vintkk.dk Vor..On Thursday, Murch 4,
at thj residetica of tho bride's puie .ts, by ihe l;ev.
Thos. Oal.audit, titWTAves Van ui,i ivnttt. of Key-
port. N. J., to Uizzik, daughter ol Colonel Tlios. V.bo vue, of.Now lorK.
Woon.Van Vosar..In this rlty, on Wednesday,

March 3. at tin rwontv-fourtli street. Met nodm tints*
Hyii if n. uy tho liar. J. It Uome. UkoaoK A. N.

Wood, of "taten Island, to Miss Melissa, only
daughter of Mr. Ricuard Vau Vorst, of New Yort
city. No cards.

f Died.
Anhubau..On Friday, \larch 6, Amos D. Ash-

me ah, Jr.. youngest son of a. j and Kate A. Ash*
mead, aged 1 year and 0 mouths.
The mends of the family ure respectfully Invited

to attend the funeral, on Sunday afternoon, at two
o'clock, from the residence of tola parents, 1,316 Third
avenue, between Eighty-secoad and Eighty-third
streets. Yorkvllle.
IHiti.k..Ou Thursday. March 4, after a short UK

ness, Oklia Battle, only daughter of Martin and
Mary lluttle, aged 0 years a ;d .'i days.
The relative* and friends ol ilia laiuiiy are invited

to attend the fuueral, from the residence of her pa¬
rents, Sullivan street, near Vaa Brunt, South Brook,
lyii. ou Sunday afternoon, at two o'clock.
California paoers please cany.
Baxtck..On Thursday. Match 4, after a lingering

Illness. Thomas Baxtkh, aged u years. .

The relatives and fri»nds ut the tauiilv are invited
to attend the fuueral, iro n b s late residence, 221
East Forty-Orst street, this (Saturday) afternoon, at
half-past twelve o'clock.
Bhossiian..On Thursday, March 4, Mary, wife ol

Timothy Brossman. aged 4.> years.
The relatives, rrienus uud acquaintances are re¬

spectfully Invited to attend tau fuueral, from ber lata
residence, 07 Union street, Urotklyn, on Sunday
afternoon, at hail-past ouu o'clock. The remain*
win be taken to calvary Cemetery.
Chester..At his residence lu this city, on Tbnrs*

day evening, March 4, Wili.iaiu \V. Cuesteh, in hit
Kid year.

Relatives and friends of the family are Invited M
attend the funeral, at the Mercer street Presbyterian!
church, this (Saturdav) aiicniuou, at three o'clock,
witnout further notice, Tci te.ti dns will be taken
to tlie Second street Marble Cemetery.
Cole..At Melrose, oil Thursuay, March 4, Mrs,

Ann Eliza, wife ot Abranam Cote, aged 42 years and
6 mouths.
The relatives and friends are respectfully Invited

to attend the fuueral, this (Saturday; afternoon, at
two o'clock, at her residence, corner of Boston road.
and Waveriey street. j
Cunningham..on Friday, March ft, Helen*

AtiNBs Cunningham, daughter of Wm. F. and Mar*
garet II. Cunningham, aged o months and 11 days.
The funeral will tako place ou Sunday afternoon,

at two o'cIock, from a3l Bast l'weuty-eighth street,
between First aud Sccond avenues, aud from tlieuta
to Hatlmsh Cemet-ry lot lilt r neat.
iMNteu.Oil i hur&day, Marcu 4, Caroline M., wlfd

of Joseph P. Daniel, after a long and painful illness,
aired ;<5 years.
The friends are respectfu'ly invited to attend tli«

funeral, irom her late residence, mj South Kigiit«c
street, Jersey City, this (Saturday) aitarnuon ai one
o'clock.
Dakkow..At Parkviile, late Greenfield, L. I., ot|'

Thursday. March 4, John w.wtttow, lormeriy captain
In Secoud regiment N. V. S. M.
The Irieuds of t.ie family, also roambers of Brook*

lyn Lodge, No. 2H8, F. aud A. U., arc invited to au
tend the fuueral, ou Sunday alternoou, at half*
past two o'clock, 'lake the Coney Island cars t<»
'1 unison's, where carriage* w 11 hi tu waiting.
Dunning on Thursday, Mar ii 4, Jane Dunninu,

widow of Patrick Dunning, a're i J > years. i
The friends and relatives ol t lie faaillv are respect*

fully Invited lo attend the Inderal from her late rosU
dence. y42 West rwentv-seveath street, this (Satur¬
day) afternoon, at oue o'cioclc.
Elkokd.in 1'rooklyn, on Ihursday, March 4.

Robekt Elkokd, brother of ocorge Enord, aged
years.
The friends of the family are respectfully requested

to attend the funeral, from tlie residence of his
brother, 2!) Bond street, this (Saturday) afternoon, at
two o'clock.

Island of Cuba naners nieas® eon*
Fakkbi.u.On Thursaay morning, March 4, Pivrnt

N., eldest son or William it. aud Marie Louise Farre 11,
aged 10 years and 10 days.
The relatives and lrie.eis of the family are Invited

to attend the fuueral services, at the residence of lili
parents. No. 81 Perry street, mis (Saturday) morning,
at hall-past nine o'clock. Tne remalus will be taken
to Hudson, N. Y. tor interment.
Boston and Portsmouth (»' H.) papers please copy.
Fkkdon..At Whitep atns N. I. Emha Evhlise,

only daughter of John J. and the late Emma Feriion,
of Morrisaulti, aged 1 year aud 5 m uUi*. i

The relatives and friemis ol Hie lauilly are respect*
fully invited to atteuil the funeral, on Moudav,
at twelve o'clock, noon, nom tue house of hef
grandfather, Jacob Buc Jiout, at Whiteplains. Car¬
riages will be In waiting for tli j train ut Harlem
Railroad¦depot at a quarter-past ten A. M. lteturn
train, three P. M.
Gives..On Friday. March ft, of congestion of tha

lungs, Mrs. M \ky 4,Jives, (maiden name Morcsy).
the ue'.oved wife of John dives, lu tlie 30th year ol
her age. Native of ciough. coun y Kilkenny, ire-
land.
The friends of the family are respectfully invited

to attend the funeral, ou s.iu lay aiteruoou. at oua
o'clock, from h»r lute reside.tee, &35 Third avenue,
near Fifty-tilth street.

It ai.i.kit .Ou Friday. March ft. Robert Wilsoj*
Hallett, son of ltoojrt Wilson and Mary Marston
Ualiett In the ftth year at Ills age. ,

Relatives and Irieuds of t ie lamlly are Invited to
attend the funeral, irom St. itartnoiomew's church,
corner Lafayette ulaca a id tli-eat Jones street, ibid
(saiurilat) afieruoon, at two o'clock.
Jhkoi oman..On Thursday, March 4. EmtA, on!/

child of Charles and Armenia Jeroloman, aged 4
years and H months.

Tlie relatives and friends of trie family are Invited
to attend tue funeral, Irom the residence of her p»>
rente. No. aoo Stanton street, on huuday afternoon,
ut one o'clock.
Look m Thursday, March 4, Catherine. wild

of James Looram, aged js years.
The relatives and irlends of the family and those of

her brothers, Edward aud John Malion, aud be#
brother-in-law. James Traef. era respectfully luvitel
to attend the fuueral, irom h.rlute residence, m4
Third aveune, bctw en Flftv-ttlM and Fifty-fourtl*
streets, on Sunday afternoon, at two o'clock.
Marino .At MorrUariia, oa Thursday, March 4,

almr >a Makinij, aged -j: rmOL
Funeral services will bi h :id at her mother's resu

dence, Rai road avenue, bJtwesn Seventh and ElghUk
s'reets, this (Sa.u:dayi att.-ra ),»a, at itiroe o'clock. ,
Mim.kk.On Friday m truing March ft, James R.,

eldest son of James and Auu Miller, aired 2! year#
and 6 monUis.
The friends and acquaintances of the faintly ar»

respectfully invited to autnd i.ie laneral, from th*
residence of hl-t parent s. L > li, N, J., on Sunday af»
ternoou. ai half-past one o'oiooic. .

Mi'ixAV..On Tnursday niftut, March 4, Elizabcth,
Intaut daughter of Ueorgc J. and Kllzabetli McKay,
tttfPd i!6 days.

i lie laneral will take place, from the residence of
her parents, 42» Weat T-venty-louriU street, ttiii
(Saturday) afternoon, at two o'clock. ,McLjim..suddenly, on i'nura lav night, March 4,
John McI.rks, in tlie Will year of uls ag-.

Funeral iro n UJd street and K.-jutli avenue, this
(Saturday) afternoon. at ons o'clw*.
o'Nkill..At Paterson, N. J., on Friday, March «,

Maky Ellkk, only daughter ol John aud Mary
O'Neill, In llie V tu year of her ago.

Notice of luner.il lu to- monows paper.
Pahmkntikr..At Crawlord. N. J.. on Thursday.

Marrn 4 Mr. Jo>kpu Paumkstikh, In the 04th year
of his aire.
The friends of the famuv are Invited to attend th«

funeral, from his lite residence in Crawford, thm
(Snturdav) afternoon, at two o'clock. Trams leave
loot of Liberty siren At twelve o'clock.

I'AiisKi.i..-..At. bastings, on Friday March »»
IUruik, Ron of Edward v. aud Leonora Parsells,
aged 2 jeats and 1 month.

1 lie itincral win take pla'e at llavinro, this 'Satur¬
day) morning, at ball-past et;ht o'clock, carri.v#
wid be nt the Hudson River liailroad -'epot. Twenty*
ninth stroet, at half-past u;u. Fnen Is and relatives
are invited to atten 1.
I'AiTKiisoN..tm Friday, March 5 SopntK L., wtf»

of (Jeorge 11. Patterson and daughter of Will lata
Sharp, Esq.

Th«* relative® and frt?nds of the faullv are reaped*
fu Iv Invited to attend the funera', from her late ievi¬
dence, 312 Navy street, on Suudjy afteruoon, at two
o'clock.
Phihrr..At Mount Verpon, on Thursday, March

Fmavcm L'KrfTHANiiB, youniest son of 1'rancla l»
and Saniti Phtbiwi. a?ed j years and 7 months.
The funeral will take p: ice fro u th-> residence of

his pareuls, this (Saturday) a.ternoon. at Uirctf
o'clock.
Rook..on Thnrsdnr March 4, MiRtA F. Rnc*.

yonn?»«t daughter of M.cliaoi an<l Ann Hock, aged t
years and fl montus.

Friends and relative! are respectfully Invited t<t
attend the fincral, irooi !U Oouwricur street, thli
(Saturday) afternoon, ai two o clock.
lluiKEL..on Friday, February .>, Emza T.. wire of

John H. Huckei, and tiautihier of tlie lata Wililaia
W. etiardavovne.
The iriends of the fsmlly nre respectfully invited

to attend t.i» fun t |ISC v *R at < Uri<t cliurcli, Flltfc
avenue and Tlurtv-fliili street, on Moudaj morning,
at half-past eleven o'cl c*.
SiNNorr on Ihurs.iiv, March 4, John J. RinvotT.

onlv child of Joliu and Annie E. Sinnott, aged 2
years.
The re'ntlves nnd friends of the fUmtlv are respect,fdtlv invited tonttend the funeral, tr in# the mideact

or lila parent*, No. 4 Watts si ect, this (Maturdayj af*
tcrnoon, at one o'clock. ISmith..on Thumtar. March 4, William SmitOiIn the snih rear of h « aire.
The relatives and ft I nds of d eeised are r*«pect»

fully Invited to aiien t the funera.. Irom his late rest*
dence. No. R7 first street, tuia. (Saiur ay) afternoon,
at one o'clock.

riNOAt.t on Tburs itv. Manh 4. Eliza, wife of
llcnry Tlndall, of Hastings Cnglnnd.
The friends of ttie f i inly aro i> "fo'iv Inv 'cil

to attend the ftiner.il, fr mi her late residence, No,
:tlO West Till ty-ne3 ind siro.ji, on Monday afternoon,at one o'clock.
Tci'pkr..in nrooklyn, suddenly, on Tuesday

mornlnff, March 2, tii.u>i Turrtu, ogud 74 vcai®
and :i months.
Funeral service* wpr* held In Stron? place llaptlsl

church (llev. I'r. Iloyt'si m r mains interred ia
Oreenwood Cemetery on Thuradar.
Vamhrmvoout..tm Frul i/, March i», MaikiaritpVanhkrvoort, aired 72year*.
The relatives Riid irleuds ol the family nre respect¬fully invited to attend the funeral services, at St.

Paul's church, on Sunday af.ci noon, at two o'elocKprecisely.
Van ItKxssRt.ARR..On Thnrs'liy, March 4, An-

THt'R, son of Win. P. Viui Itvnvelucr, hi the 21st
your of hii ajre.
The funeral services will Inke r'a^enf the church,comer of Fi.'tn avenue and Niiic.ecnth street, on

Mouda; momma, at ten o'c o k.
Wiii.Ls..At Mount Vern >ii, on Thursday. MarcA4. Mis. IIkiii.c-ca Wki.ls, widow of I itch Wells, ia

the 0^*1 tear of lur awe.
'I nc relatives Ritd men is or. Invited to attend the

fimeial, tridii her late nMide.ice, corner of Second
Rirectiiud int avt tiue, Moiiut w.aou, iiiUiSaiur-
Ua>) aiiei'uoou at oue o'C.i. k.


