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Ler e Prorre Resotcs—That the cor-
morante of the lobby have been dismissed
from Albany, and that their most outrageous
schemes of spoils and plunder bave failed.

Two GreaT Events came off at Philadel-
phia yesterday—the colored celebration of the
fifteenth amendment and o prize fight. Let
brotherly love prevail !

Gorp Corss are the latesi peculiarity devel-
oped in Jersey. 1t seems that there has been
a large number of old Spanish pieces discov-
ered in Trenton by laborers excavating in
& new sireet. The Jersoymen are excited
about it.

Tur ScnEMERS For A Big SPEOULATION in
the destruction of Broadway might as well
pow glive it up. If & rallway ring represent-
ing unfold millions of eapital has fuiled to
secure the job it may be said that Broadway
can't be sold by our Legislature, though the
Legislature itself may be bought.

Gronce T. Dowsnva is the latest colored
pronunciado, He writes a long letter to the
Merarp, which will be found elsewhere this
morning, taking the ground that the negrocs
will all vote the republican ticket, whatever
the fanlts of the party may be. Ouar demo-
eratic friends must look out, for Downing is &
power among his brethren. As s colored man
and brother he gives notice that he would not
accept ‘‘social equality” with manv white men

Influence of the American Nauvy iu Caso of
a Duropean War.

Complications seem to be arising in Earope,
Who can tell what a day may briog forth, and
how soon the armed hosts of the different
nationalities may be contending with each
other? France is in a foverish condition, and
upon the life of Nupoleon depends the peace
of Burope, as seems to be admitted on all
sides, Prussis, having taken her first great
siride towards the Baltie, 1s only biding her
timo to annex Denmark, whose territory she
considers o necessity in order that she may
become a great naval Power. Prussis bas her
eye also on the Danish Yslands in the West
Indies, and in this may be ween the reason
why Mr, Seward backed out of his St. Thomas
bargain; for evidence exists that at the request
of Count Bismarck our late vivacions Secre-
tary of Btate withdrew from his agreement
and left General Raasloff involved in dificul-
ties which finally compelled the latter's resig-
nation from the Danish Ministry. Turkey and
Egypt are on bad terms, and the latter only
submits to the imbecile authority of the Saltan
throngh fear of the interference of the great
Powera. The monument raised by the Russian
Empress still points the road to Constanti-
nople, and the map showing the completion of
the great railroad from St. Petersburg to the
Crimea ia an evidence that Russia is deter-
mined to be prepared, in case of another great
struggle in the Sea of Azof, to send her armed
hosta to the Turkish eapital.

There is now a race going on between Eng-
land and France to s2e which can build the
greatest number of iron-clads in the shortest
posgible time. The former has already acou-
mulated a fleet of iron-clads far greater in
power than the wooden fleet of her palmiest
days, and her great machine shops are
pushing on the machinery of war as
if hostilities were on the eve of commence-
ment. While Eogland has been constrocting
her fifty heavy iron-clads France has kept
pace with her in bailding ffty-onos, which,
although not qnite so formidable in the weight
of their armor, are even swperior in that of
their guns. Russin, also, has entered into the
competition and is building heavy iron ships.
Prussia is fast catching up, and the lesser
Powers of Europe are following in the rear as
fast as their limited resources will permit—all
of them far in advanee of us,

Now it remains to be seen what would be
our position in case of & general war in
Furope, of which we should feel the effects,

no maiter how neutrul we might be. What
respect would be paid to our emall gquadrons

in the Mediterranean or elsewhere by the
forces of France and England when it came to
o question of sequestrating American mer-
chant vessels for alleged violations of deecrees
in council or for ignorant running of paper

blockades which the contending purties might
think proper to enforce? Which one of our
naval commanders could resist imposition ex-

copt with a prospect of uselessly sacrifieing
his whole force without a chance of any public
benefit? 1f we had only one powerful sen-
going Iron-clad with which we conld go into
nction with the prospect of sinking half-a-dozen
opposing shipa befors we were congquered our-
gelves there wonld be a prospect of some atten-
tion being paid to the demands of our command-
erg; for either of the great Powers would hesitate
to put themselves in a position where they
might be humiliated by us, or do anything that
would be likely to enlist our strength against
them if we were but respectably armed.

We have the ability and ingenuity among our
construclors and navy officers to build ships that
conld bid deflance to half a dozen of those
now in the navies of Dugland and France ;

and, in connection with this subjoct, it is indis-
pensable that we should begin to build before
the contingency of a European war arises. If
we were prepared no nation in Europe would
wish to make an enemy of us; and, while ia
case of a European war, all the commerce of
the contending Powers would be swept from
the ocean, ours, if properly protected, wonld
come in for the carrying trade of the belli-
gerents,

There is, however, scarcely any hope of
anything being done for the navy while such
men a8 the Western Washburn exercise

influence on the floor of Congress, or while any
‘one of the Washburn family cecupies the posi-
tion of “watchdoz of the Treasury,” (1) The
Iate speech of Mr. Washburn, characterizod,

as it wae, by misrepresantations and igno-
rance, is only a foretaste of what we may ex-
pect from that enlightened statesman ! A ehild
of four years old won'd be amused if it counld
rend the weak attempts at srgonment and the
illogical deductions of this Treasury Cerberus.
He reminds one of a man who has takenn
sufficient number of bhoxing lessons to induce
him to go into the street and invite a thrashing
from the first coal-heaver that comes along, or
of a youth who attempts to swim without hia
gorks, Mr. Washburn first affempled to take
the lead fn the great movement for the resugci-
tation of our commerce; but he was singnlarly
unfortunate in his efforts, end 50 muddled the
matter that nothing has yet resulted from the
different bills before Congress. Now he is
going to let the navy go to the dogs, and use
gome of the money proposed to be spent for it
in building merchant steamers that are here-
after to be the only bulwarks of
the nation! After all the tronble that
has been taken to inform the honorable
gentleman that the mercantile marine must be
merely a great adjunct in time of war, he is
going now to constitute it the grand means of
national offence, the lending idea being to
save dollars, which, in his eyes, have the size
of cartwheels, In Mr. Washburn's apparently
well-studied specch, fllled with disreputa-
ble personalities on tval officers, there is not
one grain of common sense, and not an indi-
vidual throughont the country who read the
Congressional (lobe the morning after the
honorable member hrought forth his mouse
but ridionled his policy, deprecated his per-
sonalities and regretted that so important o
trust should be confided to such hands,

1t is such atterapts as these to deccive the
people, and get np the reputation of a great
national economist, that are just now disgust-
ing the public with a certain class of politi-
cians of which Mr. Washburn is a type. The
people do not believe in their figures nor
appreciate thelr ill-tempered allusions against
officers who are faithtully serving the country.
Before Mr, Wushburn assumes again to speak

himself that the lattor have not forgotten the
services of tho former duriny & war fo
which no mention whatever was mado of Mr.
Washbura,

Our Docks=The Need of Improvement.

New York is lamentably behind other great
olties in the rizht kind of city improvements ,
and in no specin! department where improve-
ment Is possible is it 8o far bebind se in that
of dooks. To say that our dooks, as thoy at
present stand, are a disgrace to us is to Bay
but little. These rlokety, rotten, dangerous
struotures would be contemptible In a city of
far less commercial glory than ours; and
indeed it is inconcelvable that a eoity whose
trade is in the hands of merchants of the most
liberal, enterprising and energetio spirlt—
whose people take s pride in their progressive
character—should so long have remained con-
tented with the water front that it found
satisfactory in the long ago years when it was
one of the Inconsiderable points in the map of
traffic. Our system of wharves and piers is
now the same as it was when the commerce
of the port was in its infancy. The wharves
are faced up by a structure of timber filled in
bebind with the dumpings from excavations
and other sources, and the piers that extend
from the general wharf line aro open timber
frames, in some cases filled in with broken
stone, in others not filled in, and slmply
floored over like bridges. Althongh the first
cost of wharves and piers built on such a plan
may be cheap, nothing more extravagant in
the end could be contrived ; for the expense for
ropaira alone would in a few years suffice to
build the most magnificent docks in the world.
Constant traffic wears away the flooring very
rapidly, and often great openings are left for
months withont attention. Tt is an oceurrence
not 8o uncommon a8 it shonld ba for the street
children playing on the piers to be drowned by
falling through those places into the river.
Then where a strong tideway bears directly
on & pier gome of its supporting piles are car-
ried away, and the pier remains with its back
broken for years. Occasionally a pler remain-
ing thus for u long while is at last, In some
violent storm, earried away, to the injury of the
shipping near it and piers have oven been
enrried away with merchandise upon them,
for which the city has had to pay damages.
All this indicates the very great expense to
be finally paid ont of the city trade, in one

wharves that ean be had, and may even help
to show how much the worst cost more than
the best, But there is now a promise that we
shall soon begin to establish a better system.

The-main point is to begin right, and to give

the ciiy, in the matter of these improvements,

all that it has to pay for. The law creating
the Department of Docks anthorizes a fair
yearly expenditure, and evidently contem-
plates a great progressive labor. If the men
charged with the duties that relate to this
expenditure will determine beforehand upon
some definite plan, not for the improvement
of the present docks, but for the building of
entirely new structures of masonry, and will
apply the money allotted from year to year to
the earrying out of such plan, we may con-
template the possibility of having the city
some day as well supplied with dockage as
some of its great commereial rivals. With the
labor once fairly begna we should be satisfied
with nothing less than the best docks engi-
neering skill can confrive.

Uongress Yesterday.

Apparently both Honses of Congress had an
exceedingly dull day yesterday. 1In the
Senate Mr. Wilson introduced a substilute for
tie Army bill. It proposes an army of twen-
ty-five thonusand men—a force that is not suffi-
cient to keep our geacoast cannon from rast-
ing. Mr. Wilson is right enough as far as
economy is concerned, but there are many
better waye to show it than by reducing the
army to such an insignificant fraction asthis, A
great number of the officers to be mustered out
or placed on half pay under the bill are men
who have won their present rank by hard ser-
vice, one day of which has, in many in-
stancos, earned their whole pay, and it is
pitiable policy in such a government as ours
to treat them so seurvily, A bill for the sur-
vey of the ship eanal and railroad across the
Isthmus of Darien wag introduced and re-
ferred.

In the House the Fortification hill was intro-
dnced. It makes warious appropriations for
the neighborhood of New York, amounting to
$314,000, appropriating $1,264,750 altogether.
A bill was passed appointimg special agents
for the Treasury Department to spy out
the books and balances of collectors
and other customs offices, The most
of the day, however, was devoted
to an animated d:bate on  firon.
1t is astonishing what a fruitful soures of argu-
mant this gubject is. It is the most cheerful
subjeot on the book, &¢xdept Buslak, and Coxz
and the absentees. An exteaded debate
ensued yesterday on one of the many
donominations of iron, and the Pennsylvania
members, finding themselves beaten, indulged
in invective and objurgation that were quite
amusing. It is probable from present indica-~
tions that they and their cherished Tarifl bill
will both be defeated.

ImporTANT NEWs FPROM CUBA.—The news
which we publish elsewhere from our special
correspondent in Key West relative to matters
in Caba is important. It seems that -Captain
General De Rodas is meeting with a most de-
termined opposition from those officers from
whom he might reasonably have expected the
most energetic support. Valmaseda has come
out openly against him, snd not vnly disregards
his instructions, but refuses even to obey
instructions rrom Madrid. General Carbo is
also meeting with opposition from the Gover-
nor of Cabanas Castle, who refuses to obey
him. The rebels are taking advantage of the
gituation, and have shown themselves nctive
and energetic in the Cinco Villas distriet.
Owing to the critical state of affairs throngh-
out the island the Captain General was ex-
pected in Havana yesterday.

Tug Prospgor AT WASHINGTON, —Fears
are beginning to be expressed that the present
segsion of Congress will run into the dog days.
We think the two houses will have to clear
out before the 18t of July; for the President
has probably hinted to them that after that
date hia privale srrangemonts will call him to

for the majority of officers of the navy and

whom Le meets in public places,

the American people he should frst salisfy

Long Branch.

way or another, for the worst piers and |

Adjournmont of the Legislatare~The Arcade
Abomination Passed.

Last night the State Logislature, having
finished the business of (he scaslon, adjourned
#ine die. Reviewing its work we find much
to pralse and bus little to conTdin. It might
have been expected, and probably was, that
the democrats would make s sweeping and
radical ohange in thd soveral depariments
of government, For the first time ia many
years they found themselves in complete con-
trol of the Siate, and thore was nothing to
prevent their overturning overything estab-

lshed by the republicans had they
folt so disposed. But, on the whole,
they noted wisely, discroetly and: with

o view to future party victories. They pro-
mised to instltate reforms, and have fairly
redeomed the promlse. With bué the exoep-
tion of a single bill, to which we shall speci-
ally refer, thelr legislatlon has been whole-
some and conservative, The troublesome
question of the canals has been setiled in s
manner which promises good for the State,
and other measnres have been instituted of a
character caleulated to prove benefloial to the
people ot large. But the most noteworthy and
the best act of the late Legislature was
tho passage of the New York Charter, by
which the metropolis has been relleved from
irresponsible parlisan commissions and placed
under the immediate control of her own oiti-
zons, who are the proper persons to adminis-
ter the government of the city. For this work
all the praise does not belong to the demo-
crats. By promptly coming to the support of
those of the majority who were opposed to
seeing New York handed over to the Morris-
sey-O'Brien faction the republicans acted
with patriotic spirit and deserve commenda-
tion. Indeed, taken altogether, the legisla-
tion has been singularly devold of partisan
measnres, and the debates have been, in the
main, free from those asparities which have
rendered noteworthy previons Legislatures,
The only bill passed which meets with our
un¢ualified condemnation is that incorporating
the Broadway Arcade Railroad. This was
rushed through the Assembly at the close of
the mession against the wishes of a large
mujority of our city representatives in both
houses, and in spite of the protest of the pro-
perty holders along Broadway. We shall not
now consider what influnences were exercised
to bring about the passaze of the bill, All
we shall do is to insist upon Governor Iloff-
man vetoing it. His principal objec-
tion to the |bills granting State aid
to reilronds holds good with this Arcade
project. The people of the metropolis do not
desire it, the property holders directly inte-
rested oppose it, and he will be dereliot in his
duty il he approves the measure. Thus far
his official acts have been statesmanlike and
proper, aud we trust he will not permit any
political or other coasiderationa to induce him
to abandon the high position he has assumed
in his administration of the affairs of the State.
1t depends solely upon him for this bill to be-
como & law, and we call upon him to kil it.

The Suvdden Arming ian Earope.

But the other day the political songsters of
the European press were attuning their softest
nccords to celebrate the certain cominz and
permanence of peace. We on (his side of the
Atlantic joined gladly in the chorus for a mo-
ment, hoping that much for progress and hu-
manily. But now, it seems, the tune has very
suddenly changed. The din of dreadful pre-
paration is heard from the Danube to the shores
of the Baltiec. The Northern Colossus, Russia,
is concentrating heavy corps d’armde on the
Austrian and Prussian frontiers ; Prussia is
pushing her fortifications and her equipment
of troops with improved weapons with the ut-
most haste. In some of her arsenals and
girongholds the work s continued by
reliefs of men all night. The German
journals say that the directors of the gym-
nasia and other secondary institntions have
been notified by the autborities to transmit a
complele list of all professors subjeot to mili-
tary service, yob indispensable for the duties
of instruction, but to restrict the number as
much as possible, go as to exclude all the day
tutors and all professors who have any rank
in Lhe army—this step to be taken in view of a
posaible mobilization of the Iatter.

In the Saxon army, which, of course, ia to
move in alliance with the Prossian, there is a
general stir. All the now recruits and soldiers,
a8 well as officers on furlough, have been
recalled to their respeciive garrisons to
participate in the grand manccuvres or fo
complete their Instruction. The officers
repair in crowds to Berlin, Spandau and other
Prossian oities and caymps to brush up their
gymnastlos, artillery practice, &o.

Again the complaints of Denmark in refer-
ence to the non-execution of the fifth article of
the Treaty of Pragne bave placed the Aus-
trinn Cabinet where it must decide definitely
upon the course it is to pursue on that subject,
and this just at a time when the varions
nationalities that maks up her empire are all
clamoring for special recognition, Thus Aus-
trin sees trouble ontside and inside of her
frontiers, and little Denmark in real alarm is
thinking how to defend Copenbagen from pos-
gible bombardment by a German flcet. At
the same moment we find General Claldini,
the best soldier that Italy has of high rank in
her service, resigning because the army is to
be reduced at a crisis—as he seems to con-
sider it—In the fate of his country and of
Turope. In the menntime his Hollness graces
ropented milltary reviews at Rome with kis
presence and that of his oardinals; puts squads
of infantry through the manual in the
galleries of the Vatican, giving the word
of command with his own Poatifical lips,
and is said to be collecting arms and ammuni-
tion for two hundred thousand men. Spain
gwarms with armed bands, regular and irregu-
lur; and now Portugal begins to take a hand
in the dance. In all directions and all coun-
trles trade strikes are rife, and in some of
them are suppressed by ball and bayonet.

Buch is the general situstion, and, with
regord to the sudden armuments, the question
naturally arises, What is now in the wind? 1Is
it the plebiseitum, the infalilbility dogma or
the revolution, or the coajunction of all three
together, that so shakes the potentates from
their propriety? In a former article we hinted
at the contingency of a grand Northern alli-
ance to meet the eventualities that may arise
ia France, and we are inclined to seck for the

.explanation of what we now find golag on In

that same b ypothesis, Should the new constl-
tutlon trinmph in Francs all monarchioal
Europe will instantly foel the thrill of reform.
Shonld it fail there is imminont danger of an
insurrection, a ooup d'élat or a forelgn war, to
be got up by the Emperor in order to divert
the minds of his people. In any case it Is
ovident that the Old World foresces another
political earthgquake,

Treasarer Splaner Ventllating the Natlonal
Danks Agnin.

We publish to-day snother capital letter from
Mr, Spinner, the Treasurer of the United
States, on the grasping cupidity of the national
banks, Mr, Sploner wanta the Sherman Fund-
ing bill to pass, and is rather savage with the
banks for opposinz it. The section of the bill
requiring the banks to take new bonds at a
reduced rate of interest—that is, bearing five,
four and a balf and fonr per cent Interest—in
equal proportions to deposit in the United
States Treasury as seourity for their circu-
lating notes, and in place of the six per cent
bonds now deposited, is the one the banks are
opposlag with such determination.  Mr.
Spianer says, ‘‘To-day a gentloman said in my
hearing that not. a corporal's guard could be
found voting for the Funding bill now pending
before the House unless the section in regard
to the banks should be stricken out.” He then
exclaims, “I don't beliave it, and I won't be-
lieve it until I see it, and then we shall see
what we ghall sse—what the people will have
to say on the subject.”

Though Mr. Spinner affects to believe that
the banks will not show power enough in the
House to defeat the Funding blil, or the bank
section of it at least, he is evidently afraid of
it. Our special despatches from Washington
assure us that ‘“the pational bank interest in
beginning to develop itself, especially in the
Hcuse. Members from the West boast that no
measure can go throngh that is inimical to the
banks. The same is also true of the Southern
members,” This is just what we have been
telling the public for a long time past. We
have had no doubt that this gigantic monopoly
would develop a power superior to public
sentiment, Congress and the administration
whenever its intereats were touched. Probably
two-thirds or more of the members of Con-
gress are interested, directly or indirectly,
in the national banks, It requires no
prophet te show that their individual interests
will prove superior to the public welfare. The
banks are already turning round upon the gov-
ernment that so recently created them and gave
them vast privilezes. They get a free gift of
over twenty millions a year, and expect to get
forty millions from the pockets of the people
and the Treasury, and yet they refnse to share
the burdens of government. It is always so
with vast corporations and monopolies.

The banks say that injustice would be done
them by the adoption of the bank seciion of the
Funding bill referred to, and they have the
cool presumption to talk of honmor, justice,
equity and good faith. What a mockery!
They have already recelved immense advan-
tages without giving the government or people
anything in return, and Congress reserved to
itself the right to legislate for, remodel or
abolish the national banking associations,
There wouid be no right to complain of injus-
tice if Congress should take away from them
the privilege of a national circulation and the
enormous profits on it. 1In fact, it is an injus-
tice to the people that the privilege is given
away atall. Mr, Spinner shows by a “little
ciphering” what enormous gains the banks have
recelved. They bought the bonds they de-
posit at 111 in currency, at & lime when gold
stood at 201, which wounld ba about equal to
66 in gold. Since then they have received
back again on the nominal amount, for interest,
thirty per cent in gold. They bought these
stocks with circulating notes, on which they
have not paid a cent interest. In five years
they have made s clean profit on their invest-
ment of nearly eighty per cent, without reckon-
ing the yearly profita on their circulation,
These are the poor, suffering institutions that
refuse to contribute a few millions a year to
support the government, while all the rest of
the community are heavily taxed.

The Iunfallibility Dogma-The Protesters at
Last,

At last we sce some fruit of onr Sunday
editorials on the folly of Rome in the matter of
infallibility. We knew all along that we were
expressing the sentiments of the best Catholics
in the United States, in Great Britain, in every
English speaking country, and, indeed, in all
parts of theworld. The Catholic Church in the
United States, inwardly ashamed of the doings
of the Council and the ultramontane tenden-
cies of the Pope, has been slow to speak out.
Tt bas beenm moro or less the same in Great
Britain and in France. At last, however, the
patience of the most patient has been exhausted.

In our columns to-day will be found & pro-
test against the definition of the doxma of in-
fallibility, in the required form and with all
necastary solemnily, presénted lo Pope Pius
the Ninth by a larze number of church dignita-
ries. We are glad to find that twenty-one of
them are Americans, and that of these twenty-
one twelve are natives of the United States,
The accompanying document will well repay
perusal. We had all along hoped for some
such action. It has come late; but better
late than never. This protest will fall like a
thunderbolt on the nations, It is not, perbaps,
bold enough. But what fruit it is to bring
forth who can tell? It is a beginning not at
all unworthy of the Cutholic Ohuroh of the
Ubited States.

Tue Goveryor's Verogs,—Governor Hoff-
man has given the Legislature some excellent
vetoes in the course of the last two years; but
his veto of one of the State aid railroad bills,
which knocked the whole lot in the head, was
the best of all. Our railroad corporations all
over the United States are geiting to be rapa-
clons beyond the limits of public endurance,
and it is high time to ‘‘put down the brakes”
against their intolerable demands for money
from State treasuries and for money, lands
and bonds from the United States. Therefore
we heartily commend these railway vetoes of
Governor Hoffman to the approval of the
people of New York city and State.

Goop AgaN.—The Central Railroad bills,
at Albany, coverlng an increase of fares, had
to be abandoned. Our lawmakers found out,
perbaps, that if they passed it thoy would have
to explain this thing to the people and be held

to answer for it. .

Onr Epecial Eurepean Cerrespondemes.
From London and Paris we bave special
deapatches by mail in illustration of the situa-
tion as it existed in England and France—we
may say, indeed, in Great Britain snd on the
Continent generally—on the 14th of April,

Our special writer in London exhibits the
financial condition of Eogland, the direction
of the monetary enterprise of the country,
its more solid hopes apd most aitractive cur-
rent speculations. The induatrial aspect was
not at all cheering. 'Change looked Inward
and outward for new fields of profitable
investment, while the people, the masses,
surveyed the still parrowing ciroles of many
rather checrless firesides, and debated by the
domestic hearth the snbject of how they could
best meet the revenue imposts of the new
budget even after thelr readjustment by
Mr. Chancellor Lowe. From Parls we are
told of France in preparation for the plebisci-
tum,; the nation placing the **house in order,”
from the highest to the lowest of its sons—in
the Tuileries, the political cenires, the
eaucus rooms of the * Reds,” in the work-
shops, and in the strects, It was
a trying moment, evidently, in Paris,
the oity reflecting an empire in political con-
centration for the purposes either of a still
more radical expansion or a still more solid
coheslon under the aristo-democracy 9\[ Bona-
napartism. Apart from French politics we are
told of religion, sclence, art, song and vital,
statistics. Mr. Rénan was again before his
college and Patti triumphant in the Italian
opera, magnetic, as nsual, over the hearts of
her sympathizing audiences, Our special Eu-
ropean ocorr espondence exhibit is thus at once
instructive, consoling, entertalning and refin-
ing by its facts and widespread influence,

The Pepe and the Czar.

The antagonism or the alliance of two sove-
reigns, one of whom has actual autocratic con-
trol over the lives and fortunes of more than
sixty millions of the human race, and the other
claiming the spiritual allegiance and the
brotherhood in Christ of a hundred millions of
brethren—**Cento milioni di fratell"—is a
matter of undeniable importance, politically
and socially, to mankind, Ii is, therefore, nol
with indifference that the statesmanship of
Europe and Amerioa can learn that the Ozar
Alexander has very recently manifested o
decided longing to renew his diplomatic rela-
tions with the government of Pius IX, A
Berlin paper positively asserts that no less
discreet and skilful a personage than the
Baron Wasileff has, for a faw weeks past, been
active near the Holy Chalr, having been
specially despatched to Rome by the Cabinet of
St. Petersburg to bring about, if poaiible, a
rapprochement between it and the Papal Min-
istry. A certain Monsignore Czacki, a Polish
eccleslastic of celebrity and great influence at
Rome, is working to effoot this object and to
prepossess Cardinal Antonelli in favor of the
new Russian policy in Poland; and a plous
and accomplished lady of Polish birth, the
Marchioness de la Barra Bodenham, who was
conspicuons in aiding the conversion of the
Marquis of Bute to the Catholic faith, is
applying all her eloguence and za2al to the
furtherance of these Muacovite advances.

The importance of this movement on the
part of the autocrat of all the Russias cannot
b3 over-estimated when we eonsider the exist-
ing sitnation. All Earope ia in the very throca
of reconstraction, and there the chiefly rival
elements are France and Germany. All Asia
is shaking with the onward tread of the Czar,
whose policy is felt in the very heart of the
Chinese empire; has just annexad an island
six hundred miles in length from Japan, and
pervades the Ottoman empire, secretly and
openly, from the banks of the Danube to the
head of the Persian Gulf. Already Constan-
tinople has bacome almosta suburb of Bt.
Petersburg,  Meanwhile, on the westward
side, facing towards Europa, Rassia diligently
hastens the provisioning and reinforcement
of her strongholds, and avails herself of all
the latest and best discoveries of modern
gelence. The eleven-inch steel gnns that now
stud the walls of her maritime forlresses are”
perfect. Their projectiles at long range will
penetrate the thickest steel plating hitherto
invented for vessels of war, and Ruassia is now
80 far independent of foreign nid that her
foundries can furnish eight hundred splendid
guns, of heavy callbre, per annum. The
Grand Doke Michael has just reported that the
whole fleld artillery of the empirs has b2en
equipped with steel rifled breesh-loading
pieces, and that the sharpshooter battalions

have been supplied with the finest
ond lightest repeating weapons in ex-
istence. The whole body of iofantry

has been armed with patent rifles, and
the factorles are working night and day
on the beat known mods«l of repealing arms
for the cavalry also, aslong with metallic car-
iridzes of g novel and epeculiar efficiency.’
Who will say that these imposing préparations
are for idle show? Russis is a practical
Power, and when she moves it is with a defi-
nite object. The mountain capped by the
rock of 8t. Peter would not come to the
Mohammed of the Doa, the Dnieper and the
Yolgn; that Mohammed, then, must go to the
mountain. ‘‘The whiskered Pandours and
the flerce hussara” of the Danube and the
Ukraine are, metaphorically, on the march
again. Are their pennons turned toward that
glittering point in the eastward distance where
the Roman and the Greek cross—the emblems
of acommon Christianity at least—surmount
the heights of Mount Zion? And while the
empire of Charlemogne arises again from its
slumber of ages, summoned thence by the
genius of Germany's great statesman, are we,
in our day of wonders, to behold a reunion of
creeds, a reconciliation of long-severed breth-
ren and a sublime triumphk of light and pro-
gross where the crescent shall have set for-
ever behind the Holy Sepulchre? Was it
with true presclenca of this groat {ime,
rather than with & mere foreshadowing of his
own, that Constantine saw the sacred emblem
in the aky and read the prophecy of vietory—
tn hoe signo vinces?

IxrorRMATION WANTED—OI Ganeral Banks,
chairman of the House Committ»e on Foreign
Affairs, concerning the delay of said commit-
tee in making a report on the Cuban ques ion.
Are the committee waiting for the end of the

Cuban insurrection, or for the clection of a
King of Spain, or for the dogma ot Papal infal-
_ Libility, or whatt
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