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The rwiiwniR ts tlie repcr t, somewhat utwtdged,
or tho cperauaua oi ibo frniertor Ucgnrtmoni lor
the p.wt joar. It v-*s t»r opared by Secrotary Oox
before Ins retirement, »*.'. will na Presented by ill*
President i" UoufcreBv'tti llt! meeting on the bib «r
DMwaber:-

Uer/tVfMV* Oi' tf.K iNTitnon, i
AhlUN'ieON, OOL 31, 1870k 'I

Wxb.1« VTepdTllPift tllte r*l«t»rt i Imvo coiiipwsed
Wicbina i<»rravp <.>uip«v* a Oustory oi the «p«ra¬
tions of thedepartment during liic past year, and |
aubudHoi a irweogxeirthsrs "Which my brim' expe¬
rience Has tadu "id ,ao to twH-ve will, if curritcdinta
edlBfli prijiu »«' i-io inrurcotH of those branches of
thet: vice v 'it ju me ciwi'trtuJ to me MipcrvisUMroi
oun fcocretiiryoi the luvertur. i

St! BUM) LAS" U.S. j
CU'rmcibc iv fiscal fMt putgtc lands were «dta-

"

¦90 C<1 oi nsf 'Uowh:.
a(*ea.

CHhli H;vii'rt »>. ¦» .2(45'iV'ti5jil
I,rente l w*¦ ti mUtrory wornuAs Mg,36.uK)
fa :¦. Mi fold omWtMtlS 3,698,910.05
Located villi colie£t«*crip» iua.848.2l

tiracts in viei,«».v.28
(Irani* lb WUgOU footle..- '40,488.01
A; prove*I to stint*-* is Mvagnii *401,633.31
IliilMMkOcrip to Aliens... * 10.827/13
TO'*' «. 8.0.6,413.00

.A tt'iauuty suiter l»y 429,261.03 .acres than (hot
disposed 01 jear. 1 he ««iit receipts of
tlie et'i;* rtumis Urn same period ammintert to
\ :',<*. >,513 UO-e sum, lc'ss by $809,872 .'.0 tuau was re¬
ceived the pre ¦..ou^lrruA

lite i|oiutMJ} »l bind token umtar the homestead
act wait grcas 1 l»jf 061,545 acre*. tuan that uf the pie-
tet'iuKyiwr.
The area or pnbl.o lauds umltspo-cd of la

i,.H»i,7:i2,.:0i.> si acres, of which 1,307,116,448 acres
are uusurveyeCL
During *e 'ast, year 13,166,'278 acres were sur¬

vey; 1. UfiuiuUry Hues have oeen surveyed aud es-
4ablii3n'<l<HHW6en Cailiornm and Oregon. between
Nebraska and Colorado and between Nebraska uud
Wyo:ma:. ens million, seven hundred ami e &nt.y-
sevca V 1-anti, three Utui ,rc<i and einUiy-eiuiit
nr.res is New ..ic.woo and Coluratio were oilered at
public CkUOU,
Tho >«tun's lor educational purposes since the

fouiuUtiou of ihc government amount to 7b,.r>7t>,8o'2
aci'cs; lor miiltar*. sai vice-, 73,4<i3,tfc;l acres; lor iu-
terual iiuprovcuunts, exclusive ot railroads and
wait h> >11:41,12, a..,oa4.j i. hw .nup Ian is approved
to >:«e fca.ue .. aiuouut 10 0'1,4/C, .Oo.o acres; and
Users iiave occu selected oy win »i indemuity lor
.waoiplands c,'.:,ion.1 iv o*. 'i'&ere has been paid
17 -.'I 16 s mdeinUiiy l»r i.w.dup lands soiu by
die government, loi ca. u.

TiJM'H.
Iiurltifr tbeyo: 1* en-..n«f -epic-iiner sh. 1870, thcra

were tiled n. the Patent oitlce >u,iii aiipiiuatioas far
pa suit*, 111 niiUug re.ssaes and tl.-.opas; 3,374 ca-
»ca a, ti.d li'o a plicatioin for the exieuaiou of
put nr . Tldrtceii tuousa.ud six hundred ami
tweiitv-Mro paieuts, IncitKiinir reissues and de-
siKus, were 1.. ueil. 101 exie ided and l.oia allowed,
but. .t'jt ifcr,.ctl >y iensofl vi til, non-pnynieut 01 llio
una I fee.
Ou the 1st day of October, latii, ibe tme2;pcn<Jed

Pal i co oi uh lopilnioiis w.ts v uo.tt,! 68. rue up-
pr>'i ia.'iobh lor ibe liscal year etulmg June 3), 1871,
amounted to i>o. iuak,n>; aai naifrcsate of
S>w ,704 ,v. j tie expenditures since that uate have
been f.541.798 Oa, leaving an tpicxptnoed balivice of
i, i-!,iro 4n avaitaiilc lor liio reinaiudcr of the pres-
euti.salyear Tse fees reeenod durin;? said year
amount in ii 1;9111 exren- oi th expenditures,
The appropriation asked lot the next fiscal yearn
$375. J).
Tiie number or patents durlruf the past is less

tbau inai issued uurinx the procetUug year, 'lids
laci is no prool thut the enterprise* of our coua-
trjtur.n bin 1ll.ul11r.d1cd, 01° that they have abated
In ibe appilc.iuon oi tnelr tuveutivc genius and
scientific attainments to Industrial pursuits and
the mechanic arts. The result is hue to the in¬
creased cam and labor which Have been bestowed
by uie 011.ee upon applications, whereby lrr.oiuus
and worthless contrivances have been rejected. I
reconunendeu last year the abolition or the right to
an appeal fruta the tie tsi.ni or the Commissioner
to one of the Judges of tho supremo court of this
district. This appeal lroia au executive to a
)uhic,al filacer.a strange anomaly, unknown In
tiie jiracttce of any other bureau.worked
ou.y evil, and that con initially. It no longer
exists jn interference cases, and can now only bo
taken In ex parte cases to the court, liven this
limned change In tho pre-existing laws has been
attended with the Deal practical results. The com-
inisslouer has published a volume o1 dec.stons in
cases determined by him on Appeal. The circula¬
tion 01 It among the examiners and solicitors has
dm used much valuable loioruiatiou und tended to
piomutc uniformity in the administration of the
patent system.

INDIAN AFf'AIBS.
Daring the pant. year the department has habitu¬

ally pursued that policy la Indian nfla.ris which was
inaugurated by your direction. The results have

{iroved moat conclusively 1m wisdom, anil shown
hat, even under clrcuiustaffces of more thau ordi¬
nary irritation, a peaceful policy appeals Willi great
power even to tho wildest savage.
At the time when Red Cloud and Spotted Tall, twonoted chietsof tho ;-ioux natlo , were invited to

visit the Unpitai, very little nope was entertained
vu tho frontier that war could be avoided.
The members or that powerful confederation re-
s. uted whul was declared to be tue lack of goodfaith ou our part lu cany ng out the provisionsol the treaties of 18os. The bulla lug of the
Union Pacific Hallroad had driven the butfalo from
their former nunung grounds iar 10 the south¬
ward that It was Impracticable 101 the Indians to
rely upon this natural supply ot rood, clothing and
shelter. Their tents ol buiralo skins Ik\u rotted
with, uge, their people wore In ragB and they were
reduced cveu for 10jd te the most absolute depen¬
dence upon the rations Issued to thereby tne govern¬
ment. Portions of them complain that tbey hud
been unable to understand the provisions of the
treaties. With the suspicions nature peculiar to
their race they were ready to charge that deceit and
iraud had uceu piactised upon them in In¬
terpreting the treaties, wlilah hau been ne¬
gotiated under the auspices of commissioners
Of Intelligence and indisputable Integrity, a sim¬
ple, clear, and perfectly irauk statement of the atti¬
tude oi your administration was made to them, both
by yourself aud the oiilcers of this departineut. No
attempt was made to hide irom them the gravity of
the si uailon aud the absolute necessity for their
scceptiug a new condition of things. They were
made to understand the hopelessness of any con¬
tinued conflict with such a nation as that
through whose country they had passedfrom ihe Upper Missouri to tho capital ana
were urged 10 trust implicitly and peacefullyto the good will of ihe government aud people ol the
United Staios, and 10 accept lue necessity ol lookingIn the loture to agriculture railier than ts tinningtor subsistence, Tuo visit made a lavorabie auo, I
oinc iely trust, au enilni ing impression upon ihuir
minds. An Impending war, with all lis urn umbered
horrors.Its waste of blood and treasure.lias been

* averted; the indncnce oi me leading Sioux chief¬
tains continues to t> on the side of peace, and tnelr
example Das been followed by all I lie principal war¬
like tribe.11, w .iicli last spring were threatening our
jrontfer settlement*.
The labors 01 1 lie unpaid commission or citizens

who have been co-operating with the Indian agencies
have been very valuable during tho past year. They
pcironnliy superintend the purchase of Indian
goods.a work lequniug more ili.tu a month of their
lime lntlre cariy summer. nub-comautte«s of lire
bedy were present at tue payment* of moueys to
:ihe civlli/.eu nations in the i us tan Territory, and
.aided ;a the negotiation winch lias resulted
du the llnai seitlcuicat of tlio Osage diifl-
.cu.ty. 'jUe.y atiended the coniercuces in this
.ony with ihe Sioux, and lia\e since vi-dted
...hem,. .as well a* the wild tribes In Wyoming and
J.'Hjko.tiv Tnelr went oi inspection has been ex-
ttudgu to Oiegou and Washington Territory. They

( Vtve shnink 110111 no self-ru. niicc. toil or danger inj Bilcayoring l > make the policy you have adopted
|t Viraros ihe Indians an eu.tiie sncceas. The health-
.. bcifeet «i tin>u- liidoeiicc and advice Is cheerfullyspowkuged by n»- depa. uncut and the luuiaii
7.. *nh,.and lias Inspired u lust eonnaente in tuef; «*ty of tlie transactions which have been con-
. in 1 w.uuder their.super >«-tmi..{.7 >iFr.cnds, to wiioui tlie agencies In the northern
and 1 ®'ltfhl supcilutendencies were originally as-
kiwneri .'Jwtve most laUJuuliy aud industriously con-
1 linen then- beucttelent work, wnli a success even

$ilAU could have been reasonably expected.
1 tie e <llh»ted expenses ol the Indian service for

dug .fiscal yea", iriciudjug appropriations»'"* V/U* hi iiniiaugiiwi/ m niMht. thn iiilnm.r ,»r» 11 rvr*_
Hint mav hi iicce.ssifry ui meet tno luteie-.t en uou-

. oi. held lu trust, will be $s,u;o,ooe, againstI. . in tt;on or »0,170,000 for ihe current year,tn'uwmsra i «>'"Cilon 01 $1.0W,(K)0.
1 ri' rr for HCfcibcd information, in regard to our

Indian Yrali * lli® aWo U1,u el*horuie report of
UieoommW w*-

maM
*» hip sate 01 ithe last annual report there were

norne nnou the ' pension rolls SS7 widows of sol-rnm'L m tue Ke ?olutlonary war. Tho number onS 30th dav of «'¦uue- was ^7- The rt,<,u°-
tion wab caused L » death and by the operation of
the third section 1 < 1,10 act ot U<jng«ss anproved
Jnlv 27 1b«h As > result of inquiries Instituted
by the'Pension Hui Hie approximate ages of
tvsor said widows h been ascertained to be .as
follows.li over one* hundred years of age, 113

ing ui good
iliriH}iouucs
There are'on tbd.roll9 the^aiufs or 1.211 widows

and children of hOfkdiers w>o served In the wars
-« tv. .nhiHniii fin/I nriftP rn tlinr

I

subsequent te the Re. 'oluttoiixfliMl prior to that
lMil. 0 decrease of 12 a uce thwdaM annual report.
i'nriug the past fiscal year there were examined

arid .owed &,M2 origin* < a-'PUr.«.ion.s lor invalid
pensions of soldiers, at an ««*««»'« rate of
>343 043 26, and 3,352 app. Nations for Increased
nenmonof invalid eolcllors, at a" aggregate annnal|ale of $174,021 30. During tilt period 12,340
01 igiual pensions to widows, orph U11;H a°d dependent
relatives of soldici-a were allowed, »u £a.a^2JiLa®'
grcsaAe rate of 91,647.174 76,1404 8,^

°*. * toe moiq C|a99 f,,r increased pu were fcf^o ad-
nlUtf^ a. a total anaitat rait of $JH,ie7 71.

5 . u.aber of cluirns admitted original
.a* Vncrease, during said year, was 94)98$,

(be annual amount ol pemhm tliua
*r anted wan $8,134,30] 511. On (tie :»th
av of June, 1370, tscro wens on the rolls so, 187 is*

viuld iu.lliary psnMteaers, whoso yearly pensions
amounted to $7,bV;,74') 52, and l0t»,66J widows,
orphans and dependent relan vosol ooldiers, who**
yearly pension^ aineunted to $14,224,864 B3, making
tne aggrogute of army pensluoera 10\739, at a total
annul! rate or $21,880,411 Vo. The whole amount
paid dutlagvhc last tinea 1 year to invalid military
pensioners umOunfed t-.y $4,083,918 W«t; to widows,
or kans ami dopsadeut retr.tivos, $18,386,306 07.a
grand total of $27,812,29) wo, which Uiciudco the ex-
penseao; the dlsfuraUifc! ofenclss.
During the *raio ymr-there wets admitted 149

new undiraiiefis tor invalid navy pensions, at an
annual rate «r $U&,l>8P; 88 applications for In*
creussd penarma of the same class, at an annual
aggregate rate of $0,921; Id* origlual ap*
plications of wtslows, orphans an.l dependent
'relative* of Uto.0, who died in the navy, at an
uggegate rate of $24,000: and 20 pensions of (lie
same e4as* were unpenned, at a total yearly rate
of$1,890. ou tuo wtH of June, 1970, there wereoorue
Hop the rutin ot uavy pensioners 1.334 isvaiids, at an
nn. uai eggregnr* .ef $118,726 24, and 1,813 widows,
orphan* una doiiesdoat relative* at un aggregate
annua* rate of $264,060, making oho number ot suofe
pemmuv-rs 2,147, ut an annual aggregate of
$379,»6 2a ikt arnouut paid daring tint last tlscal
year to navy invalids woe $133,448 60, and to
widows, orphans and dependent relatives
$310,142 41 .a total amount ol **43,600 01.
Daring the year ihere wero edded to the number

of pem-ioners, of all clashes, 24,738; theie wore
¦umpped, (row various causes, T,4o8, leaving o« the
rails June 30, 1370, 198,888. The amount paid for
pensions of "all classes during tuo year, InclmUiig
tiie axseftMis of disbursement, was $2I.J8'l,8U 81,
being $8-12,072 27 less than w;u paid lor the eauie
purposes uariag the prevloos year.

t here were 1,768 bounty <aad warrants Issued dur¬
ing the year for 277.210 acres, an excess of lux war*
rautsorer the number issued during the preceding
year.

CRM8U8*
The preliminary ropoi t of the ninth census Is now

priming, and will appear during the earlier days of
tlio next session of Congress. It presents nothing
in the way of conjectural or uroxnnate estimates
or such results as will be embodied In the subse-
quent volumes. It is, therefore, neccmarily cen-
nacu to population euiy, ana contains.lst; A
comparative table, exhibiting the population,
by aggregates and by classes (white, colored,
India a and Asiatic), ef each count y in
the United Stales from 17U0 to 1870, Inclusive. 2d:
A comparative table, exhibiting tne population ol all
civil divisions less than couniiea-towns, town-
ships, boroughs, incorporated aud so lar as possible
unincorporated, villages, cities and wards ol cities.
at each census from i860 to 1870, inclusive. Tuo
population in ihe latter is clas-ifled under the seve¬
ral beads, wuiie, oo.orod, Indian, for lH&o ana 1m;0,
and wiuie, colored, Indian, Asiatic, native, foreign,
lor 1370.
Somewhat over 2.500 counties nppear on the first

table. The table of smaller eivll divisions embraces
considerably over gu.oOo items. These tabies substi-
tuie, in man., imndred Insainces, other figures for
those set forth In preceding published reports.
TUe lat«er contain errors, wiilcu tvere detected by
thoroughly comparing them with the < rlgiual luauu-
script retui us deposited in this department.
The statlstloe oi-mortaiuy will, it is expected, no

ready lor t ie prens witon tne preliminary reportshuif liuvo been nniiicd. The volumes, containing
agricultural, manufacturing and social and una. el.
liueous slaUstlcs, will probably be completed by tne
tot of April uext and will be ready lor delivery as
soon herein urn an i no labilities ot the Public Print¬
ing titUce will permit.
The volume ou population, containing the tables

of age ami sex, nativity, occupation, illiteracy, fire.,
wid, at the rate of ptogre*B already attained, with¬
out making kliownnce lor the increased dexterity
o, ihe clerical force, be rc;uty for publication ou or
before the lst of uciobcr next.

It UI.WA.VR.
The subscriptions to the stock of the Union Paciflc

Railroad Company amount to $33,7ai,ueo of which
$33,762,800 lnia been paid, fho lccelpta for the
trauspsrtatluu «1 passengers, freight, .to., lor the
year ending June 30, I6i0, were ,$8,8-14,871 us,
and expense# $5,0.9,673 45, leaving ca net earn¬
ings su.oai.'iu" cj. lite euaro cost of tne
road nud fixtures at that date, not Including unad¬
justed balances to contractors, was $108,722,134 bo,
utui tne then mdeb.e. uusa of the company $76,4*°,-
6js ut, *1 which *i.7.2 <i,6i2 was lor nouils of tne
United States, and *1,002,157 93 ou account of

. Interest paid thereon oy the Treasury and not re-
luudcd by the oompa .y.
A copy ol '-anioies of association, of amaigania-

tlon "ltd conso.iuation of the central Pacific i.ail-
road Company of uuliiornla wltn Hie Western I'actnc
Uauroud company,.' certified i* by tlic Hocreturv of
Bute of Caiuonila, lias been filed in this Depart-| ment, us proof mat these two companies, on the 22d
of June, 1870, were consolidated, in coulonnity
wltn the laws of tlio .state oi Cnlnornia, under
the name or the "Ceatroi Pacific Itailroad com-

I pany." Stock of tne central i'aciuc Kailrnad
company to the ninouni of $48,400, ioo has been siri-

l sen lied, uud *48,378,7.10 paid. The receipts Irom
transportation of passengers and freight lor the
year ending June 80, ib/o, were *6,07o.t7J 90, and
lueir expenses $3,642,212 69, leaving net earnings to
the amount of $2,627,960 31. At its close the in-
dcbie lno s ol the company amounted lo *67,079,
780 54, oi which $27,851,0.0 was to uie United States.
Tne act of Congress approved May o, 1870, pro-

vides lor fixing the point oi junction of tne union
and Central Pacific Railroads wiihin the limits of
certain sections of land therein specified. 1 have
not been oiilcutliy advised of the selection ol stttli
point.
Tne last section of the Western Pacific Railroad,

or 20.10 miles, was accepted Jannary 21, I8i0. 1'ltls,
wltn the preceding tendons accepted, makes the
whoie length of the road 133.16 miles.
The stuck, aufiscmiuon of the central Branch

; Union Paciflc Railroad is $1,000,00.), ol which
$ hc.uOO has been paid. The receipts lor transpor¬
tation of passeugers from August 1, 186), to June 30,
1670, were $07,809 91, and lor freight $114,60.1 60.
The expenses on account of Lite road au<l fixtures
have been $3,723,7oo, uud the indebtedness of the
company, for borrowed money, raProad iron and
freights, is $43,601 89.
Stock of the Kaunas Pacific Railroad Company

to the amount ol $5,o.2,ouo has been subscribed
aud paul in. The receipts for the transportation
ol passengers, freight, Ac., from September 1,I 1809, to June 39, 1879, wcro $2,630,283 90, and
the expenses $1,438,815 76. The net earnings of
the company were $1,041,138 16. The indebted-
nesaef the company at tne last dare was $ is,402,-
330, of which *0,303,000 -was to the Untied Hiatus.
T he oost or construction and equipment of 633 miles
of the main line and bruncn Is est!mated at
*26,009,000. The line has been definitely located ts
Denver, tk>e miles uistunt Irom the initial point. Ou
the aoth of June last the road was in successful ope-
ration to the 590tli mlie-posi, and work was ener¬
getical ly prosecuting on the remaining 139 tulles.
Tne cost of surveys aurmg tho year has been about
*60.000.
The initial point of the Atlantic and Paciflc Rail¬

road is u ar the town of Hprlugileld, i«Io., ' upon
the west line of tlio northeast quarter of tno

; southeast quarter of section 12, township 29,
range 22 west." Work was commenced on the
4tn of July, 1663, ami liny miles ot road completed,
equipped and opened lor business ou the 13th
day of last June. On tho repoit of tho compiis-
sinners you accepted the work, in October, 1809,
stack to the amount of $1,C"jo,000 was subscribed,
oil which ten per cent was paid. Ce tiIleatea of
Block to tile amount o. $3,Uu8,20o have poeu
issued in payment for ihe Southwest Pa-
ciuc Railroad. Tho cost of surveys to July
3, lsVo. was *30,685 67. The amount ro-
cotved from passengers to same dare was $1,937,
uud that tur irc.ght .;3i l 19. Tne cost ol ilio road
aud fixtures, west ofSpringfield, to that date, was
$2 109,841.03. The company 1ms issued bonds, no-
cured by mortgage oh Its lands, to ilio amount of
$:;,i)o.i,i)uo, of which *1,281,601 o4 have beeu sold;and there Ik a floating do fit, on account ol construc¬
tion and equipment, of $1,735,592 32.
The amo.uut o, the stock of the Sioux City and

Pacific Railroad Company subscribed is $4,470,000,
of which $1,788,009 118.8 been paid. The receipts
trout i Re transportation of passenger<, lr eights, Ac.,for tne yeariending June 30, 1870, were *801,428 10.
itiid the operating expenses $l89,uoo lo, the net
earnings being fill,526. The cost of the road and
fixtures is $4,o44,22o, and the indebtedness of the
company, $5,044,320.
At the close of Hie last, fiscal year the amount

of subscribed stock or the Southern Pacific Com¬
pany was *1,30.),oon, and ilio amount actually
paid iu *28 >.800. Two corps of engineers nave
been in the h Id, an 1 explored 610 miles. Motes
foru lull topographical map of the country thus
examined have been taken. The cost »f the sur-
veys has been $4,o»7 6). The completed portion
or the road between Han Jos<5 and Oilro.r has not
been surrendered by the contractors, 'i he companylias been at no expense in running it, noi* lias it re¬
ceived any or tho income from transportation of
freights and passengers. Tho indebtedness or tne
company is $430,000. it has conducted lor the pur-
ctiuHO of the .-an Francisco uud hub Jose Railroad
ror the sum ot $2,770,009 tu gold cojn. Taymcnt Is
to t>u made and possession taken on or before the
3131 el December next.
The Northern Pacific llallread Company filed a

map designating lie route of their road from the
inouiii of the Montreal liver, in Wisoonsln, to
Ctunahmoo Bay, ut the forty-ninth parallel of lati¬
tude, 111 Washington Territory, instructions were
thereupon issued for a withdrawal in Wisconsin,Minnesota ami Oregon, ol the odd numbered sec¬
tions of laud, to which prior adverse rights had not
attached, within twenty miles, and In Washington
Territory, south of Seattle, of such sections within
forty uiiles of ta.b side.of the road.

Xlte first section of twenty miles ot the Oregon
Central Railroad Company, commencing at Bast
Portland, Oregon, and terminating near p&rrott's
creek, has been accepted as constructed 111 con¬
formity with the requirements of (he act of Con¬
gress. Evidence has been filed Ju this department
tn.it, this company, on the 2Jth of March, 1870, as¬
signed all their rights aud Interests to the wregon
aud California Railroad Company of Portland,
Oregon.
Tho commissioner appointed to examine and re¬

port on the first suction of twonty utiles of tlio
Little llock aud Fort smith Railroad reported that
U was properly constructed, except as 10 ballasting,
li was. therefore, accepted, out ou the express con¬
dition that this deficiency should InS supplied prior
to tko comple.iou oi the whole line.
The report ef the commissioners on 77.6 miles of

the Caiitorula and Oregon Railroad, commencing at
Kouevlde an I terminating near Cbtco, wan received
¦oaie lime since. I declined to advise the accept¬
ance of this portion, as it did net meet tho descrip¬
tion of a firfif class i all road. I informed
the commissioners That on being dnlv notified by

compauy that tliflnj section* had boon L-rpugbt j

up to the standard adopted for I he oonstrwotion
uadcqutnment 01 the Union faulflo Railroad. they
should re-examine thesd report to me the re-
**'*- J, enbsequeotly r «oci vcd reprexentastone on
the sabject from aJ>o>Vco entitled to great respect,1 «o far modUru the order as to allow the
Oiitr engineer of ths. company to file wtih the com-
m.eiioaerB a awocft statement, setting forth epeetfW
cany the devlarfuMfruui liitii standard, aud shoving
In what marker the ioteroatx of the public would be
thereby benefited. The connniftloitera were di¬
rected to forward aucii statement when received,
with their report thereon, for the ilual Ueterm.ua-
Uen of ray Muocoaaor.
The aUvnue.vs ox the TJuion Pacific Railway Com-

pauy.xouthorn branch mow the Missouri, Kaoaaa
and Texas Railway Company), the Kansas and
Neosho Valley Railroad company, and the Leaven¬
worth, Lawrence and Fort Cthson Railroad Com¬
pany were rally heard on cue right of Mietr re-
Bpectlve oompanhis to cohatrnct u railroad from
the sou horn boundary of Kensas tlirougn the Indian
Territory. I also considered ihe objections of the
representatives or certain Indian tribes through
Whose laud* rne projected lines of road would
pass. Alter a moat careful examination I
reached the conclusion that exuding lavva aud
treaties authorized Urn construction of but ono
such road oa certain conditions, which neither oom-
pauy bad tnen performed. On a ruimeiiuent hear-
tng It waaeaowa that the first named company had
completed Its road to tho designated point ou that

t It was cuU tied rboundary, and I hold that it was cuUtled to extend
Its line through said Terrliory. My action In the
premises received your approval, and the coupa-
mes were duly notified thereof.
The seiui-anunal act ruing Interest, paid by the

United Beaten and not refunded er otborwUe dls-
churged by a railroad company on the bondo
Issued In aid of the construction of Its rood, lonns
a part of Its Just debts. The companies furnish no
statement oi it. 1 called their attention to this ob¬
vious omission, but in no Instance was It supplied
e oepl by tlic Union Pacific itailroad Company. On
the aotti of June lust there was flue from tbo other
companies, on account ormich interest, $:j, 131,601 U7.

unrn.
The Capitol mav be raid to be completed, though

Its grounds should bo largely extended to corre-
spoufl with Us mujestto proportions. The archi¬
tect's report contains the details of numerous ro-
pain, ami uuproi emcuts dunug tue past year, to

{iromote iho comfort aud convenience of the lejris-
ators and others whe occupy or visit tiio building.
Arrangements have been made to wurua the
rotunda ami improve the ventilation of the Senate
chamber. It may be deemed Inexpedient to enlarge
tco area of the copitol grounds by the purchase of
adjacent private property, but no one can seriously
ipicstlon the propriety of suitably improving those
which uow belong to the Ui.itcd ritatf*,

1 atu, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servaul,
J. 1). COX,

Secretary ui the Interior.
The Pkefwrnt.

OUlt HA3B0E DE*'J2i\rOE

General Humphreys' He-port on the Fortiflca-
tie Tim of the City ut N* Y«r!i.

The annual report of Ccncial Humphrey*, Chief
of Engineers, Just prepared for presentation to Con-

gross, coutulns some Important statements concern¬

ing tue defences of our harbor. The fellow lug are

the material parts:. .

Fort Schuyler, Fist river, has been oarefully
studied by the lisuid #f Engineers, The modiUoa-
lions required In me wort, Ui order to arrange it for
an uruusmut of heavy gun* m earthen barbetto
batierie , were stated lust year, in addition to tlio
appropriation made at tho last session of Congress
SiSS,000 win no required to sompiete tbo changes.
The impropriation asked fer the next fiscal year is
$115,000. The fort at VFtllett's Point unues wiiii
Fort Schuyler m tne defence oi the entrance to tie
harbor Uirougli the East rtvor, and Cuo operations
for tho removal of natural obstructions to naviga¬
tion at llelt 'Into render it even more important
than heretofore that this channel be put in u proper
state of defence; Tuo appropriation asked is
$60,000.
At Fort Columbus, Governor's Island, the new

exterior earthen barbette bait ry projected, for
wnich an appropriation was mudo at the last session
oi Congrest, win no pushed forward too present
year wliu lie patcn. A further sum of $62,oou wilt
be needed for Its c mplction. Appropriation asked
lor the next fiscal year. #M,uG.>. Daring the jiasl.
fiscal .vear po work was done uuon Una lort.
On Castle William, Governors island, during the

past fiscal year no work was done excepting a few
Says' labor in Uiiisiilug the mastic covering of the
tcrroplein. No appropriation a«ked for tne nuxt
fiscal year. At Month llattery, Governor's Island,
d iiiug the past year a dry stone sea wall, 15J iect lu
length, was built /or the protection of the beach.
No appropriation asked for the next fiscal ear.
The approved project for the modification of the

exterior earthen burbetio battery at Fort Wood,
Bedioe's I .-land, will require for its completion, ui
addition to the upihonrlatltn made for the present
year, $iu,ooo. For the next fiscal year $10,000 is
asked. During toe past year, two nug.v/.laea have
been supplied with conductors and connections for
tlio road. Intil the question as to the use or iron
to cover guns can bo determined no work is pro¬
posed on Fort Hamilton other than that unco-nary
for its preservation, 'i'ho work during the past year
has been confine 1 fo repairs anil tno aJtcrutlon of
some embrasures in the otlicers' quarters.
' The new buttery near Fort ilamuton is an car.heu
barbette, cxtenor to Fort Hamilton, and Cornell-
tui.es a powerful auxiliary In the dofenco of tlio
Narrows. Projects lor its modification and exten¬
sion nave beeti approved, and the work wdi be pro¬
secuted during inc present year, and in addAi <n :o
the appropriation made at the lust session of Con¬
gress $50,cos will be required for Us completion.
TUe appropriation asked for Fort Hamilton and ad¬
ditional batteries lor tne next fiscal year are ?;o'i,oo>.
During lie past year the north and south magazines
and the transverse magazines have boon completed,
and repairs made to slopes and parapet ui tlio Ura¬
te ry o. Fort \Va,lsworth. No modifications uro pro¬
posed ut present, and no fund i uie asked other than
for its preservation During the year operations
were confined to the repair of the Jong earthen
¦lopes in the rear of the work.

'i tie fort on the site of Fort Tompkins crowns the
hid lu the rear of the open butteries and oilier works
on Mutton lsiauu, defending the entrance through
the Narrows to New York Hat bur, uud, when com¬
pleted, it will throw a heavy tire rrotu u high eleva-
vatlon upon vessels attempting to pass before it.
Projeots for Its completion have been approved. A
further appropriation of 500,000 will be needed for
lis completion. Appropriations asked or tlio next
fiscal year for tills work, and for North and Mouth
C'lHI Batteries, $104,000. Tue operations during Hie
past year have comprised the repair of me largo
slope near tuo south soldiers' latrine, tue erection
of a building in the sooth ditch, with ten dry earth
closets, and tue grading lor and erection of a stron g
picket fence along the western boundary line.

Battery Hudson, together with those so tiio north
aud south ciltrs, terms a system of open c.trtliern
barbette batteries lying exterior to Forts Tompkins
and Wadsworth, and brings a poweriui five to
bear upon tue channel, up to and through the Nar¬
rows. Flans for the modification and enlargementid" this cattery, to suit it lor the heaviest armament,
have been approved, and were ubaUtce 1 in the leut
annua! report. A further sum of $35,001) win no
required.
During the past year operations at this battery

have been confined to furring, watt wood, cno two
principal magazines and repairin..- a.ul i-oddlug tuo
slopes. ? dry stone wall has also been outlt over
the cazomaled arch of the! exiiorlniuiUil cu-iemate
target, and in front oi Ihe centre pintle pia form
for fifteen-inch guu, tlio space betwci n tu two being
filled with eanh to secure ihe foundation of uio
piatiorui.
The modlfleatlons proposed in the North Clifi"

Battery, Btutou Island, are .or me ci.uairuciloii of .,
new magazine, and three traverse* and for the
changes needed to adapt the buttery for ucuvy gun .

The estimated cost amounts to ,27,0.10. opoiation.-t
at this battery during he paot year cj. Jsto l onlyof slight repairs to the earthen topes it it., rear.
Tne estimate or the cost o: changes in the no n
Cliff Battery, stat.cn Is-tind, axnouins to $17,too.The operations on taeiiew caseniatod battery on
Staien Island have boon suspended to await the
determination of tlio question of casemate cine; ,

The unexpended balances of former aopropriaUousfor the work were, by act of July 11,* if»7o, traiu-
ferred and made applicable to ifm fort on tlio site of
Foil Tompkins, No approplfnnon is askeu.
One of Hie great objects m the fort at bandy Hook

is to prevent the occupation oi the lower cay as
an anchorage to an enemy's Ueot. xce work, as
projccred, is mainly casemated and aa vol no satis-
factory p.ans for its modification have been devised,
The condition of the work remains the same us at
the dalo of the last report. An appropriation is
asked for the next fiscal ye«»r, to ho applied to pre¬serving the site.

'SWEATING' UUiTED STATES COIN IN CnlTGriNU.
[From tlio San Francisco Bulletin, Nov. is ]

About three weeks aiuce Assistant United btates
Treasurer Feiton discovered that eomepeisou or per- 1
eons lu the city had been reducing tli Htauuurd I
weight and valne ol the United brutes gold coin of
the denomination oX double eagles. The process l>ywhich tlie redoetion was effected was uot thut of
"sweating," but the edges were tiled awl then re-
milled, home pieces shown liim had been reduced
from lirty cents to one dollar each, but tnc averagetaken by the aurewd manipulator was fifty to sixty
cents on each twenty dollar piece. Mr. Fcltou called
to his aid detectives Alnsbro and llaly, una he
received valuable assistance also from several bro-
kers wno were made aware of what was being done.
For some days tae e Hurts or all the parties to ferret
out the guilty parties were fruitless. But iticy fol-
lowed men clues as they could obtain, and lmallythis morning found and arrested two brothers
named Biber, who were accused of tuc crime. Bun-
day nlglit Ainsbro not a twenty dollar coin from tne
'Treasnry, which was of the rigid standard. He
marked the piece aud disposed of It according to
$tl3 information. This morning they culled on tlio
Bibcr brothers, who kept a little cigur staud on
Third street, opposite South Park. Theymade a sudden descent awl found them
with all their toos and ubout $85J in goldcoin. One of iho breUierB seized it aud
ran Into the buck yard to conceal It, but be was not
successful. All the coln*had been altered into the
manner above described, and In the lot was tlio
Identical piece which Ainshro had marked. p,ot!i
men wore placed m prison to awuit an examina¬
tion. It is charged that ihey had been in the habit
of buying sliver coin aud greenbacks of the brokers
and paying them in the altered com.
Mr. Feitun says ihcy have obtained or the debased

metal altogether about $1,190. However, he Is con¬
vinced the operation ww not comjnenced longer
ago than ono month, and one establishment
only has been engaged in tho nofariSus business,
There Is no reason, therefore, to bcllUve ihat any
cohflidc/aPic quantity of it jh u> circulation.'- |

UNDER THE HARROW.

Sxnmination of u Absconding Stock Broker.
"He Forgets What He Bemembei

Judge Barnard Banishes Him
for Contempt.Hio Vie-

tun'B Statement

POCtiHKIKI'SU, NOV. 28, 1810.

For many weeks Richard W. Akin baa been con-

flued in the Jail In this city. It will be remembered
tbat be was of the firm of Davis A Akin, who col¬

lapsed In New York city on the I6tb of May, 1800.

Tliey were brokers. It is supposed that the firm was

originally organized by Akin, Ward E. Robinson and
Cornelius D. Robinsen for the purpose of cheating
and defrauding the public, the spoils to be divided
among the conspirators. The testimony given be¬
fore a referee In this city seems to lend
color If It does not entirely prove that
sucu was the ease. 1 make some extracts;.
Charles W. Newoomb and Jo eph M. Cook vs.

Jaws W. Davis and Richard Akin..Examination
Of R. W. Akin In proceedings supplementary to exe¬

cution, before William J. Thorn, referee, conducted
by E. Luther Hamilton, of New York, attorney fur
the plaintiOfc. Akin appeared before the referee on
October 31, by order of Jndge Barnard and refused
to answer any question because his New York coun¬

sel was not present. On November 2 he and his
New York counsel appeared bctoro the referee, and
by advice of his counsel he refused to answer any
questions concerning his property or the manner la
which ho hud disposed of It lor the following rea¬
sons:.
hirst.Because the copy of the order made by

Judge Rarnnrd was signed "J. Barnard,' Instead of
J. F. Barnard.

AVoo. ;<l.Because Akin and his family, as he swore,
reside In New York city.
The referee reported Akln's refusal to answer to

Judge Barnard, who ordered him to answer the
questions, and, notwithstanding this order and the
express order of the referee, he again refasod to
answer, lus New York counsel, newever,
declaring it was done "without any in¬
tention to be guilty of contempt,1* Oh No¬
vember 4 Akib was brought before Judge Barnard
to answer for the contempt, nnd having given no

sulllclent excuse be was told that he must cither
answer or submit to the severest penalty the law au.

iborizea; but If ho submitted to the examination
this would be considered by the Court In fixing the
penalty. ile cried peo:avl, and yielded to (he ex¬

amination, the ocmtempt iroceodings being ad-

JT^a«auIu"mwi,'«n. n proceeded with before j
the referee, Alan's Hew York counsel not being pre-
genu The euUve JJ»'»«!3M^iiony
on the part o?awS mL.« wkaiVuu-c regarded a,
malt era of j^^"aVAt^etaUa tic was formerly

lM'ivb?rw» So'SSS in 25:eaehu-ewa and CanadJi,
assumed namon;oa , la., ^kls- UD to the preseiiS time noi 2' . v 1'1 imrses and stocks on credit, Rtidhod dead inos^y

.viier means ol aupport

: ajnans! deposits, but Aim c mil u
M)me0, lt. souie 0fS^^Suo^cuiAtaiw!lhout"a 'tte'no^dum^iOrhada't the.leaatIdea;

| $&&&&££*& « Jsffi! sr»:f3or ,ci w» « j
whether, on that day.

slSisIsi
ajswsawf^
*Twill you swear there were not $10,0JO? A. I
cannot swear anything anoutit.

AKl.v AGAIN CONTUMACIOUS-
n n.d v.m on May U, lmf-'. have in yont posses¬

ion aiiv Bt'H'Sa or their proceed*, belonging to the
ti m or "iiv belonging to yoimcir. or any bonusJuKsod'forthrarlu o/yourseix? A. I can't

vhrizrin«!?iSSS^hkior aao mi A. l can't tell without the books of thelot s,3o,-Hor
i,,..., tor $'J6.4t5 to the

nnUsatdf -110 °su'iu. ui:e is In my handwriting."
Check of llim for $2j,ooo to uc order of Charles
""avih"0 i^n't swearVaat that signature is in myAkin.I can t sweat mat b.u^v*(,uson (0 doubt U.

«d;«s^rrKU5XViu.
A v| should iliinU it was, Bir.

T1NLP FOR CONTKMIT.
on November w Akin was brought before Judge

Barmud au.i lined $l'i6 for contempt, and ordcicd
to mil thi the line should be PidJ. IITJ8 MEAtOltT ltl'.tRbSIIBD. ;Probably the above line refreshed his tbcmory, fo
when hisexamination wins again proceeded wit!Ii be
ti siihcd 'liat he recollected the Ja v oooUc & Co. U aus-^ iion ai'rt that the check of the nan for t .,476
was "Vveu to Jay Cooke & Co. to buv bonds with, andResumed itwae drawn by hnnsc.f. Finally, alter
persistent quesMo.nug, he sail ha knew It 'was,
,1, bonds were bought lor Ward h.

Knblnran and were delivered to him the same dayt)vh?ui-tli. At turn point Mr. Hamilton pressed
nuestJoi, niter numUoii upon Akin us to why this
¦cucywic.' paid bobii.son, A Kin invariably replying,
.said to uo 'or a debt l owed htm: <leot said to beb yVh I'J L'(J '<>i .- HVUU .......

ri'"S o i0'" Akm said iv never iteptuiiy account of the
sue. ha owed !'.¦. ii¦ 0'i, but >upp.oscd it was .mO.OQO.'|. fisu cou* be i'uuks now ho has paid mo whole of
u S;it can't tub: he took no receipt, nor d.u anya M it'ca'ia wiw, he took no receipt, nor u.u »;.»m ors pc.- s i; .vecn iliem; ho thinks also tuat Uieootids b.»o -hi l ..cCluie & Cc. were a.so delivered
*n Robinson; ilihiks lie delivered tueiu liluisUf atio. lb Breads' cow York. jA IAIN <.'0 .TUMAUOU8.
0 Dirt vou ou May 15 abscond from the city of

tvw York t A. 1 decline to answer that question
u nllDU you^riie'i' >i)U umvM ft Montreal enter jvouv iiaitie upon me rogi .tor of .'to ott-.wa Hotel as'.. f durtis " A. I decline to answer mat <iues-
uon until rue .lu lgo passes upon It. I1 iinw Pmg did you remain tliuiCr A. in winn
troal and a i':aoo called Uddiiolaga, where the jail
in, nbuut VvA uumtnH.

. at(). Did you lniorm your partner ihivls? A. I u

Clin iwiy1m^funlicr questioning Akin refused to jsfita whellier lie received money or means Iroiii jWin i n "obiiison while at Montreal, but satrt ho
always got iuuiiey.lrom $5, ^.ouo or $5o,ooo- I
lr,en oueman.au old friend of bo imher'a, keeper
o! tho Montreal jail, and paid him bask with money 1

S'S V«s»M-. HJSSgS!'was for°borr>nved money ami losses lu specnistlons,
bmlie conld sot name any particular speculation.

111 ro:err nit to the check beol: or hm linn Akin
ts t'lleu that an accouut standing on the books In
tha name of " k 'IHiorn" was said to be his wife's,
lira wars thought It to be hers. It was opened at
ins reipicsf. not here, and he put in the money. HoJot the money by transferring it jrom ariother ac.

a heti' iou8Unamea0rcoraciiua" D. Sn^on worked |uilsiccomftbmhini? andbe paid him for it. Akin
nut into this account March 20, t1"»#hO. whichiin borrowed trom one of the Robinsons, 0. D.
HobiiiMtn. Attn could uoi loll wliemcr lie li«l ever
«.»"""S2K»of «.<.»«««-.,Mr Davis, the partner of Akin, was ihen ex¬
amined I c te-UUed as follows:-! was a memberSrthSrmor Akin A pavls, and didthe by nganaall m'-we coiiunued business up to May 10. I860; ,fheV&nTn ban" then was about $16,000 and a, de-l'osli of $20,000 In bonds: the firm was broken ur.byli w Akin nbscondlng; the chocks foi $.16,470 andi« dko nra h .'ned and lllicd up by lilm; lt was ourrus'tom to enbet- oil the margin ol the check book thocustom to cniciuu

name of the payees;the"entry on tho%ra?gin opposite ..V,10.,?h?(5lt6J0nft Jf» 475 m Akin'8 hand writ,.iig, Is R. w. A., 6U,anS on the check foi .««.««>;» '*. B- R">
AKIN IN ,IAII«

, . .After Mav 16 I saw Akm In Jail In Montreal; before
,,
AHer »aj io i saw ,

thc t,uiik ludlU?^if,Hed or im about $80,000; thc la-t denositover certified ior us anouv
over tlraFt co

agaU si which Vhe bank sold tlioabout JOTjOOO. agamst wiuv
on oVCr(ll.alt, ()f

fU O^/^irtho mst depoait was made after Akm's
disappearance.

akin^ R
a'nsconded he carried off $60,000 worth

Mau, woiin
. These bODda wero Iwestern stock, wortn /

4.,. ia« tiv^otiiorWTh^'stockoK «M«e tno property of Havw ;

A Alrtn, received by the Arm May U, to delivered
to parties who haa bought them. Tne^. Htocfcs wero
not delivered; Mr. Akin look thorn. The total loot
In our business wan $2,80° or Vatoo, except the
loss by Akta's acta; on May,1% when I aaw Axln In
jail, at Montreal, he told ine,M would nettle with the
creditors, and that be

Bios And ttrbd
of tkla business; that ho bad been in prlaon long
enough; I drew from the concern during ita wbolo
period of e.vtBtence only 91,000.
At this point the examination was adjourned.
Kichard W. Aula is in Jail In thla city. He haa,

however, a certain tunout of liberty granted him,
such as going ont for ills on als, generally being ac¬
companied by Deputy Sheriff Habited, or at times
Bhertff Keuworthy. The legal fraternity up to the
present time consider that tits examination has been
damaging to him in the extreme.

VENEZUELA.

Arrival of General Queiada and the Cuban
Privatoers Virgin and Billy Butts-Gorman
Blanoo's Extreme Measuret- Hernandez
Baising on Army to Crush Blanco.
German and British Interests.

Caracas, Nov. 8. 1870.
A great commotion has been created in this city

by the Caban Junta of New York making this place
a rendezvous for vessels freighted with munitions
of war to be used against the Spaniards In Cuba.
On tbo 3lst of October, via Havana, a telegram
was sent to New York stating that the steamer Vir¬
gin and schooner Billy Butts had arrived at this port
from Curaooa. The Virgin's carge was not known, but
It was understood to be, on the best authority, arms.
She had octod as consort from New York to the
British schooner Billy Butts, which bad on board a
largo quantity ef arms. After provisioning the
schooner left, leaving the Virgin bere. The day
alter she bad left four gentlomen came ashore, one
of them reported to be the famous Cuban general,
(jues&da, and paid a visit at night to one of the lead¬
ing citizens with respect to fonr hundred volunteers
who were to ombark lu his vessel und start for Cnba
forthwith; but Qucsuda, as there is but little doubt
that It Is be himself, said that he would not go there
without men, and so set sail the next day for the
Guir of Mexico, but to which port Is unknewn.
Guzman Blanco has Issued stringent orders to the

foreign Consulates ut New York and other places to
clear no vessels for Venezuela which li 've munitions
of war on board. It Is said that it is lu consequence
of these filibustering vessels. Ho uas also forbid¬
den the sale of any war vessels or war materiel be-
longing to the republic, and says that should such a
sale or transfer take place ho will nullify it when he
becomes President of tbo United States 0/ Vene¬
zuela, which, he believed, would be very shortly.
The greatest indignation Is expressed against his
system of enforced loans, which are for largo
amounts, 011 ail classes, rich and poor, and have to
be paid within three days, otherwise a seizure of
goods lakes place. Bo much eralcttorrueut has Guz¬
man created on tills und other subjects that a com¬
bination against Ulna is ou foot, and thai of no mean
order. The next letter received lrom hero will
probably tell of a revolution within ft revolution.
The government, or, us it Is now called, the illona-

gas party, still hold the eastern port of Maricaibo
und the city of (hat name.
From Marlcalb > the dates are to the 28lh of Octo¬

ber. General Hernandez, formerly coimuander-in-
ch'ef or the government army, has proclaimed him¬
self Governor of tlio State of Zuiia, ami is aoout
loimlng a standing army of l.r.oo men to attack
Uujiinun and aim a national guard. Kvcry man in
the State is to hear arms if called npon. and Is
to be on the snmc principle as tlie Prussian Land-
stum. He has caused an appropriation of
$50,0.10 in the customs receipts to bo made
for the use of the forces, and lias decreed
that no communication of any kind shall take place

the bands of Guzman. Allwith TruliUIo, which is lu
the porLa aro vigorously blockaded by the navy,
Wliloa conslsis of some ten vessels, li.ilf or which are
stcamerc. All persons embarking in vessels without
passports subject themselves to a penalty of $1,000.
A smart shock ot earthquake was felt hero and

lasted about twenty seconds.
The Consul of the North Gorman Confederation,

together with the British Consul, have arranged that
a vesscl-of-war of cither naton shall be present In
Vcnzuclan waters at all times for tho protection of
tholr Interests. The Meteor (German) haa been a
long time on the station and is now to be replaced
by a British war vessel, momentarily expected.
The United States have promised to Bend a vessel

here, but have not yet done so.

LITERATURE.

Crlilclnun of New Bonk*.
Almost a Priest.. A Tale that Deals In Facts. Ry
Mrs. Jnlia McNuir Wright. Philadelphia: McKlu-
nuy A Martin.
To those who delight In reading anti-Popery liters-

turo we cheerfully recommend this novel. It pos¬
sesses the merit of being more entertaining than
Fox's "Book of Martyrs," and about as truthful.
All tlio characters in the work are taken from real
lire.so the fair authoress assures us. We might
add that we have Been them before lu every anti-
Popery novel, but we dislike to even hint anything
likely to imply a chargo of plagiarism. Of course
monks and nuus conspire to lnvelglo unsuspecting
youths into the cloister for the purpose of getting
possession of their fortunes, and, as it Invariably
happens, the unsuspecting youths cease to be un¬
suspecting after awhile and become terribly sus¬
picious, winding up at last in asserting their rights
and rejecting tho heresies of Bonianisra. All the
norm! lies of the Catholic Church lire exposed to
view In this work. Henceforth let priests and nuns
beware 1-As for Protestants, we solemnly recom¬
mend them to read this book and take heed of the
warning which it gives. Vve are told In tlie prc.'aco
that Romanism is dangerous to American institu¬
tions. "Almost a Priest" Is tho weapon which can
alone demolish the danger 1

MistTNi>ER8TOit). By Florence Montgomery. New
York: Anson I). F. Randolph & Co.
Wo havo placed this notice among the list of

romances because it Is » work or Action,
although it is not a novel. The object is to point out
to those Interested in the welfare of children that
tho lives of the young, "lroni their own little point
of view, are not always sufficiently realized; that
they arc sometimes overlooked or misunderstood;
and to throw some light, however faint, upon tho
subject." With this object tho book Is written, and
apart Iroui its interest as a mere narrallvo It Is
really worth perusing for the sake of the truths In
connection with the Uvea or children which it points
out to every mother.

Michael Rudolph, the oc tup. Brave.
By lllss Ellin A. Dupuy. Philadelphia: T. B.
Petersen A brothers.
In this novel Miss Dupuy has given to the public a

really readable book. With much skill she has
taken Marshal Ney, of France, and Introduced him
first as the American revolutionary hero, Michael
Rudolph and next as the great soldier of the em¬
pire. This legend, which Is very old, and lias not
the slightest foundation In fact, obtained great
credence at one time. Nevertheless, It possesses
all the material for a stirring romance, and our
wonder Is that no writer has thought or weaving
it Into one beloro. In a very Ingenious plot Miss
Dupuy has traced tho career of Rndolph from
Ills youth to the time when he became a general of
the French republic. All of the characters are well
drawn, that of the faithless wife being noticeably
good. Historical names, including that of Beau-
marchuls, are Introduced, and with sufficient pru¬
dence to prevent blunders regarding time and place,
whtoh are the great faults of most historical novels.
Tho book Is neatly printed and bound and Is alto¬
gether an agreeable addition to the library of ro¬
mances Messrs. Peterson A Brothers are publishing.
At Bast. A novel. By Marlon Harlaud. NewYork: Curleou, publisher.
Of the many.too many, wo think.American

women novoilsts, there Is none more deservedly pop¬
ular than Marton Harlaud. "At Last," her latest
work, Is a pleasant domestic story, well and carefully
written, with a skilfnily constructed plot and ad¬
mirably drawn characters. The dialogues are enter¬
taining and the story full of Incidents, which,
though not sensational, arc sufficiently exciting to
retain the Interest of the reader to the aCiLOuemnt.
We have not road for many months a more charlt>

able production than "Our Bcven Churches," by
Thomas K. Becehor. (New York: J. B. Ford A Co.)
The author reviews the seven churches Into which
American Christians are divided.Gatholio, Presby¬
terian, Protestant Episcopal, Methodist, Indepen¬
dent, Baptist, Ac..and, rising above tho narrow
spirit of sectarianism, searches for the good to be
found in each, and holds It up to praise. There ts a
broad, comprehensive Christianity in Mr. Beeolier's
little work which merits tho highest praise.

NEW YORK CITY.
General Loealiama and Metropolitan He*#

Item?.

The following record will shew (he changes in the
temperature for the past twenty-tour hour* In oom-(
parlson with the corresponding day of lest year, a#
Indicated by the thermometer at Hoinui's PhaM
maoy, Herald Building, corner ef Ann street:. J

1869. 1870. 1S69. 1870.
8A. M 44 62 8P.H. «2 47
OA. M 48 61 8 P.M. «9 4f
0 A. M 49 63 9P.11 49 A
12 M 49 64 12 P. M. 49 4g
Average temperature yesterday
Average temperature for corresponuina date

last year... 4**
Weston, the great pedestrian, failed yesterday In

his first effort to walk 112 miles in twenty-fouc
hours, bat will again undertake the task this mora*
tng at ten A. M. Ho will tluish the 400 miles on Prb>
day evening. He was la fine condition last night.
About one o'clock yesterday afternoon a lire m»-

curred in the three story brick building Ho. 92 Mom
ton street, occupied by W. H. Knapp. it was caused,
by a doiectlve flue. The loss on dwelling was $1,20(1.
and 00 l'urulturo $2,600, upon which there Is ne Ufll
surancc. , 1

At a meeting of the Board of PoUee yesterday,
three patrolmen.viz: John McDonald, of Ml*
Twenty-ninth; J. B. Davis, of the Twenty-ninth, and]
Peter Klnffcn, of tlio Twontv-flrst.requested to baf
placed on the retired list. The request was granted!
by the Board, who awarded a premium of $8$#*#
each of the applicants.
The French Fair continues to draw large

blages or visitors, and to-day Miss Christine NOseon*
the world-renowned cantatrlce, will visit th# great
bazaar. Mile. HalUer-Dossy, a Hew Orleans lady
and noted as an amateur pcriormer, on Tuesday
sang the "Marseillaise" In costume as the Goddess
of Liberty and was enthusiastically applauded.
The following Is the actual time er John 0. BpauMk

tng In walking from How York to Peeksklll:.From
Haw York to Yonkers, eighteen miles, In six houns
and forty-live minutes; Yonkers to Tarrytows,
twelve miles, in three horns and thirty inmates;
Tarrytown to Peeksvill, eighteeu miles. In seven
hours, arriving at Peeksklll yesterday at five o'clock
and thirty minutes.

The Board of County Canvassers met at eleven
o'clock yesterday morning, Chairman Oom&n pre,
siding. When the first election district of the Fif¬
teenth ward was called, 011 reaching the Assemblynames. Hupervisor Woltmun said that inasmuch as
a protest had been received In regard to this Ul trict,that it bo not canvas-e l, but bo referred to the Com¬
mittee on Protests, and that the batonee or the ward
be cauvassed, which was carried. The canvass of
the Fifteenth wa:d was then 1 esumed, AuU an ad«
Joumment to Friday next was had.
The entire body of the Beethoven Maennorchov

formed Into line in front or the old hall In Sixth
street lost night and matched in a torchlight pro*
cation, preceded by It:, splendid band, down to theiy
new hall in Fifth street, near Tnird avenae. The
new hall is a largo and splendid building, and oa
the occasion of its inauguration was brilliantly
lighted and tastefully decoratod. The arrival of the
precession at the hall was followed by some speech
making, mnsic and an elegant supper, alter which
it was declared in regular working order.

The drawing of the pianos at the German Sanitary
Fair will take place as soon as all the tickets are
sold. A few of the latter yet remain and can bo ob*
tainen of Mr. Adam Brautlgam, 701 Broadway, of
Mr. Albert Klnmroth, C7 Park row, and of Mr. Fred¬
erick Kuhne, 51 Broad street. This Is a splendid
chance to obtain a VV cber grand action piano for $6;
a Bauer square piano lor $3, and a Mason A Uamlta
parlor organ for $2. Mr. Brauttgam has also for sale,
lor (he benefit of the Herman Fair, a lino square
piauo, which will be disposed of at a groat sacrifice.

An act of the last Legislature having incorporated
the Industrial Exhibition Company of Hew York,
that company has purchased a tract of land od
which to erect a Palace of Industry for the exhibi¬
tion or the preducts of all nations. The property
purchased extends from Kmetv-eighth to 102d
streets, and from the Third to tbo Fourth avenae^
embracing 22% acres. Its coBt was $745,000. Oh
this property It is lntonded to erect a magnificent
structure, which will be a source of great attraction
to ell t/ens and visitors from all parts. It Is calcu¬
lated that the income to be derived from exhibitors
and visitors will not only justify the outlay, but
make the enterprise a profitable one to the stock¬
holders.

Tlie new Grammar School, No. 84, of tlie Thirteenth
ward, was formally opened yesterday, the new
building being now complete. The following trus¬
tees were present:.Dr. I. H. Irvln, Frederick HOl¬
sten, Frederics German, Richard Evans, Mr.
l.vnuU and Mr. Ooan. The exercises consisted
ol' recitations, choruses, duets and solos.
Dr. Irvln, who presided, expressed bis delight at
the excellent appearance ol the school and at the
exhibition which he had witnessed. Be said the
best mauiicr of showing that the pupils appreciated
the goodness of those gcutlemeu who had been in¬
strumental la procuring t'-ein that fine buddingwould be for theus to make good use of It.

Out of the eleven companies which form the
Michael J. Bhandley Association In the procession
to-day, fire companies are from tho Thirteenth
ward and the remaining si x companies are from the
ticvcntU, Tenth and Eighteenth wards. After the
Michael J. Shandley Association was formed Cap¬
tain Hoyie's company.Company B.was the first
to organize. The remuiuing four companies in
the Thirteenth ward were formed subsequently by
niemDers of Company 11, who, noting the success of
that company, organized in tho ward companies of
their own, carrying with litem members from Com¬
pany ti as a nucleus to form the other companies.No. withstanding tho losses thus entailed, CompanyB turns out to-day 108 muskets, all told.
The principal and teachers of the male department

of Grammar School No. 3, corner of Qrore and Hud¬
son streets, were agreeably surprised yesterday
morning oa entering their soveral class rooms to
find their tables covered with Traits, Jellies, pickles,do., and surmounting each pile a monster turkey,
gaily trimmed with nags, rosettes, ribbons, Btringsof cranberries, &c. the free will offering or the
older scholars, as a thanksgiving token of their good,will to their teachers. Nearly 200 pounds in all were
presented to teachers and tuo janitor, and the other
articles would have made n good sized wagon load.
The 68) boys who participated In the "thanksgiv¬ing" were gladdoned, us evidenced in brightened
eves and merry langhter at tho happy manner in
which the worthy principal, Mr. 11. D. L. Suther-
itihd, returned his thanks for tho prosouts.
The ladles or B'nal Jesburun Synagogue held a

meeting last evening in one of tho committee rooms
of the synagogue, In Thirty-fourth street, for the
purpose of adopting measures for tlie holding of a
rah- for the benefit of the Jewish Hospital
winch is now being erected In Sixty-sixth
street, near Lexington avenue. Mrs. Henry Leo was
elected President; Mis. JL Davidson, Vice Prest-
dent, and Mrs. Iloseabaiim, Treasurer. Mrs. Leo
stated tUat there has already been subscribed and
paid for the proposed fair upwards ol two thousand
dollars in money, and that she had received a largonumber of arlfotes of various descriptions, which
will be offered foi sale. Upon learning from oae of
the ladles present that the armory ol the Twenty-
second rbgiincnt, in Fourteenth street, could be pro¬
cured, it was determined to hold the rail- there, andto oi>en it on the night of tho ftJth Instant.

HOP. 1UBDERS HEIR BlUfoW, til.

Two .Hen Killed by Unknown Pnrileo.N»
Cause Assigned for the Crime.

[Heihany, Go. (Nov. 17) correspondence of the
savannah Kepublicau.JOn the night of the 16th November, between the

hours of ten and twelve, a party of armed aadt
mounted nicn, noue ot whom were disguised,
caile.t at the house of Mr. V. A. Creech, a farmer re¬
siding near Bartow, in this county, and called for
Mr. Creech; but upon being Informed by Mrs.
Creech that, her husband was not at home they pro¬
ceeded to search the house, threatening Mrs. Creech
that it she refused to teh thorn where her husband
was tney would certainly kill her. Thereupon seve¬
ral of the party outside tin- house fired off their guns,
which so irtghieued Mr. Creech's son, a lad ol about
sixteen years, that he promised to conduct tho un¬
known party to where his lather lay In an intoxi¬
cated state, watch he did. flier then ordered the boy
to return home, and they conducted Mr. Creech off.
The same party then went to the store of Mr. John
Creech (a brother or V. A. crotch), and calling Mr.
Creech lo his store door they tjetze* upon and carried
hmi off. Mr. Creech's clerk sturted to tho door, but
was ordered back by the mob. Tho disposition that
the unknown party had made of the two captives
was not known mull inc next morning, at which
lime Mr. Anderson (Mr. Creech's clerk) tracked the
horses to the edge of Williamson swamp creok, dis¬
tant about 175 yards from the depot at. No. 11 Central
Railroad, where the body or Mr. John Oreco i was
found, a few feet In tho water, having received a
gunshot wound in the loft armpit and ills stomach
cut open, producing nu opening seven or eight
Inches long, through which ins bowels were ex¬
posed. Tuo verdict of Hie coroner's inquest was
that deceased camo to Ids deatn from tho effect of a
gunshot wound iroin the hands of an uuknowa
party. Mr. John Creech has no family.
Mi. V. A. L'reeeh leaves a wife and Tour children,

the eldest child aud only boy being tho one that was
compelled to show tho whereabouts of Ins father.
Novemuhh 18..Judge Tnrver's mpjj'ond was

sear lied mid tho body ol Mr. V. A. CrSrch found
late yesterday afternoon. It had been very much
mutilated by gunshot and knffo wounds. Mr.
Creech's coat ana pistol were round on the hank ol
the pond.


