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Fainy CincLE—CosToMs oF THE COUNTRY.

T Brosdway. -LirrLe
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THEATRE COMIQUE, 614 Broadway.—Costo Vooarn-
1M, NFGho Aots, l_u.

BAN FRANCISCO MINSTRKL IHALL, 556 Broa iway.
Nreeno Mixsveecay, Fanoes, Bumieagoes, &o.

BRYANT'S XEW OPERA HOUSE, 934
OQK

wt, botwesn Bt
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NTRICITIES, &
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Dx. CokRY'Ss DIORAMA OF IRELAND,
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Brooklyn,—Nruuwoe Mis-

BROOKLYN OPERA HOUGE—=WeLon, Hounes &
WaLTE's MisaranLs, -HAMLET

SOMERVILLE ART GALLERY, #1 Fifth avenue— Day
and Evenlog -WONDERY OF TR ARCrio KEGfoss

NEW YORK OIRCUS, Fourteenth strest. Somsws (8

THE RiNG, AUROBATE, KU,

ASSOCIATION HALL, 234 strees and #th av. -F. .
HaRzior's IMrERSON A TI0 NS,

DR. KATN'S ANATOMICAL MUSEUM, T4) Broad war -
BULENOE AND ALT,

NEW YORK M!SEUM OF ANATOMY, #18 Droadway. —
BOIENCE AND ARt
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STEALING A MARCH OF THE PRUSSIANS—
The silkmakers of Lyons, in sending off their
gilks by shipioads, vin Marseilles, to Bogland
and the United States,

Now Ttitat BeExator Derarg has been con-
firmed Chief Jusztice of the Court of Claims, it
is thought that Fraok Blair, Jr, will bhe |

elacted to succeed him ns Seaantor by the Mis-
souri Legislature.

Sonzrary Deravo writss to Mayor Hall

that he connot allow o aniformed policeman
to accompany each deputy marshal on his
rounds {or (he taking of the cersus, beenuse it

is not stricsly in sceordance with the letter of

| foree has been the ruling prineiple in French

The Full of Frausce.

As the end of her present hepeless strugglo
approsches we are naturally drawn from
France of the past to Franco of the fulure,
*fullen from ber high estate.” The mind ac-
commodates itself with difloulty te totally now
conditions which reverse the whole previous
ourrent of history. Our oyea have been so
long Alled with the spectacle of a supreme and
dominant Franoe that they have leng refused
to wee what must now be her place in the
world. And we have had our hearts filled so
long with the bright and bappy thonght of
civilized nationa living together in progressive
peace that it has been scarcely possible fer us
to realize that the fature of humanity, in the
Old World at least, will be regulaled, not by
that ideal, but by the very difforent one of the
stronger, wiser and more cultivated people
holding down by sheer force those who have
not renched such a height of moral and mate-
rial force. But, above all things, we must
study facts as they are; and these shape
themselves now for France and Europe in a
way unexpected, bul which may yet prove
beneficent te mankind.

The great point to be observed in forming
opimion upon the future of France, uod aceord-
ingly of Burope, is that her armies bave not
merely been defoated in the ficld, but the
nation is subdued, by the German nation, It
i3 o vanquished people, and will soon be a
completely subjugaled land; may, it is s
already. That question was decided virtually
when the provisional government determined
to continue the eontest with Germany afler
Sedan, instead of submitling at once to the
cession of the frontier provinces. It is useless
now for the most ardent sympathizera with
Fraace to regret what hag happened. For it was
not to be, with the splendid tradifions of the
great pnation, that she should have coafessed
herself unable to expel the Germanas after
Sedan. Those who have held the fore most
runk in the world do not abdicate until sheer
force compels. And, whatever bhe the
futore of the bright people of France, they
| will always be happier and more sell-respeet-
ing for having tried a Inat desperate effort to
savo themselves after ¥heir wretched empire
went down in shame and blood. This last
noble aad spirited appeal to the moral power
supposad to be latent in the name and idea of
u republic was a grand example of chivalrous
though Quixotlc exallation of mind; and
Frenchmen, while their langnage lasts, will be
always able to say, *‘Our Paris and our France
fell, but fell fghting to the last with face
nrw ed to the foe.”

But the game is lodt.and apparently loat,
80 fur as human foresight can go, forever. The
iflmlrﬂ governmant of Framce, in the broad
]

and radical sense of the term, will now he
| regulated according to the fnlereats and detoer-
wination of victorious Germany. The Ger-
mang are very thorough, very searching, very
scientific in their theory as well as their prae-
tice ; and it I8 not merely a kiag or an em-
peror or a diplomatist who will have to seitle
the fultnre condition of Franece, but the scien-
tific mind of Ghrmany at large. Emperors
| sad diplomatists will but be the organ of His

vast general purpose of the Toutonic peopla.

And we may be satisfied that the question will
| be dealt with not upon any humanitarian or
! cosmopolitan grounds, but the single principle

ancien régime was one long horror of violence
and wickedness, and her revolutionary period
bus been but a succession of failures in demes-
tic government, masked by assaults on her
neighbors, These muehi-brooding Germans
declare amid the tobacoo fumes ef those long
pipes, which scem to typify their long-headed-
ness, that it would be n sin and a shama to
leuve Frenchmen any longer to their ewn de-
vices, and that they must place the whole
people under tutelage for a long time, until &
generation arises which scknowledges that
Germans are not barbarians and the old poi-
gon of egotism is expelled from French velns,

All this scems extravagant emough, but the
thought is there and will tell. To suppose
that Germans will hold Freneh territory in-
definitely may seem a wild thing ; but they are
at leust not likely to leave until they are paid
their vast indemnity. Aund ever afterwards,
at the very least, the German sword will hang
menacingly over the head of France. But she
will have great cempensations. Freed from
military burdens, she may grow rich with
astounding rapidity. Aud what bounds can
be set tothe Intellectual victeries which her
brilliant people may achieve whea calture of
the German type is universal threugh the laad.
At the bottom of this dreadful Pandora’s box
there is hope, a bright hopo, yet.

The War Situation in France,

There appears to be continual fighting along
the line of the Loire, notwithslanding previous
roporis of the utter demolition’of the French
army. Later despatches are as contradictory
a8 usual, Chauzy contending that he is hold-
Ing his own against Frederic Charles all along
his line and the Duke of Meckleaburg an-
neuncing that he has sfully repulsed the
agsaults of the enemy. Evidently Chanzy has
taken a lesson from Gambetta and the fate of
Puladines, and intends to furnish satisfuctory
reports whether he suceceds in any very bril-
liant military moevements or not. All that
Guobeita wants is a text to muke eathusiastic
aud enconraging proclamations fow in a
stream. DBut, alas! bayonets and nhlans and
desolation and defent are namindful of gush-
ing rhetoric. They crowd en without thought
or dread of all the paper pellets the sanguine
Gambetin may hurl at their heads,
The bombardment of Paris, according to a

Congress Yesterday—Giencral Amuesty, St
Domingo, Revenuo Helorm mnd Admiral
Forter.

The proceedings of Congress yesterduy were
not devoid of importance. The question of
general amnesty was brought before the Senate
in o plain, honest, 8 htforward resolution,
offered by Senator Schurs, declaring that due
rogard for the fundamental principles of the
American system of government, as well as
every consideration of sound statesmansbip,
requires the removal of all disquolifications and
disabilities. It was postponed for some days,
when an interesting dobate may be expected.
This proposition is a great improvement on
that reported in the Heuse the other day by
Mr. Butler, of Massachusetts, from the Jadi-
oiary Committee, which hems aronnd the pro-
posed grace and mercy with formal prell-
minaries and excludes from ita eperations
several classes comprising the most influential
citizens of the South.

The subject which élicited most discusaion
fn tho House, and which will sttract most
attention {hroughout the country, was the bill
introduced by Mr. Logan, of [llinois, abulish-
ing the naval rank of admiral und vice
admiral. The opposition to it came from two
members of the Committee on Naval Affairs,
who wished the bill referred to that commitlee
instead of being aoted upon immediately, oy
urged by Mr. Logan. In the discussion which
took place the letter which Porter wrote to
Secretary Welles, at the time of lhe Fort
Fisher expedition, in which uncomplimentury
allusion was made to General Grant and Gen-
eral Butler, and the recent letter of Admiral
Porter to President Grant on the subject, were
referred to, and were made the occasion
for some very scathing reflectiona npon the
Vice Admiral. Butler charasterized them as
sycophantic, and ag attempts on the part of
Porter to eurry favor with those in power, and
he declared agalast sbiting such an exswpls
before the youth of the navy. It wasin vain
that Scofield tried to parey the blow aimed
at Porter by recalling General Scotl's weak-
ness in the department of letter wriling, and
intimating that even members of Congress had
their *““foel's day.” The feeling against Porter
was too strong. Dawes and Banks took the
same view as DButler, and the discuasion was
decidedly unfavorabie to the Viee Admiral.

London telegram, has heen decided wunon. |
When it will take place is net stated. The |
Germans ure practical, undeterred by the |
French regard for the dramatic unities, and it |
is profhible that they muy commence the hom-
bardment at once, even while the holiday
event of all Christendom, Catholic France and |
Protestant Germany alike, i3 drawing near, |
and keep it up through the auniversaries of |
the days when the Peacemaker was born in
ilis lowly maager and lay helpleas in His
Virgin mother’s arms. No merry Christmas,
no happy New Year for France! Shot and |
gheil her presents for the ons, and sorrow and
desolation her greetings for the other!

The Saimt CGothard Railway
Cousolidntion.
Prussia wants to consolidate the great
German empire, King William wishes to per-'}
fect the intercommunion of the German people,
Noeth and South, He i3 anxious that border
difforences ghall he ebliterated—that the Ger-

and terman

ol |lli'sabljpﬁ }«‘mngg from ever remewing her

| attack again apon tho united Germany which

for the first time comes into political existence,
It is not altogether the most pleasant idea in
the world, but we may he sure thal France
wil! heneeforward be dependent and disarmed,
and that from the wvaniage ground of Metz
and Strasbourg the wigilant German mind
and eye and arm will henceforward
keep inexorable watch over the defeated
people, repressing every tendency to wilitary
resurrection.  Such goverament as France
can form now will be the creature of the me-
cessity of the hour, and virtaally, though not
furmally, the offspring of the conqueror's will.
And he will consult, first of all, his own neces-
sity and interest, thinking only in the second
place of unhappy France.

It i very difficult to forecast so dark and
uncertain a future, but at a moment when every
intelligent man is asking what is to become of
France we cannot help trying to peer through
{he gloom to see if, haply, there may be some
brighter thing beyond; and, so striving, we
cun see thisat all events—that the hest chance
for the brilliant French ia to be so watched
and guarded from the revival of the military
demon within them as to oblige them perforce
to turn their splendid faeultics and generous
temper to culture and to commerce, (o seienee,
to literature and to art, Bat the problem is
one of inordinate difficulty, and Lo watch its
solution will be incomparably the most ab-
sorbingly interssting object ever presented to
the politieal and social observer. For hitherto

politics, and her fanatical pa rties have sought
war ahroad to stave off mutuul exiermination
at home. What will now happen when France
will have ibal resource cut off altogether—
now that she needs must find some modes of |
settling her domestic affairs without a recur-
rence te the stimulant and sedative—for it has

the law.

Naroreos atl Winneissuode, they say, is |
getting  fut and becomine reticent,  He feods |
well, tales his recular exercise, secms to be

happy in hiz relesse from the cares of State,
but lLas ceassed to be commusnicative on the
gubject of the widely agilalive restoration of

the empire. What does il sigory ¥ It signi-
fies, conceding this agitation of n restoration,
that fhere iz someihing inil, and that even

Bazaine may get his reward,

Preranisc FOR THE PosrMastEry.—John
W. Forney anneunces for sale the good will
and material of the Washington Chroniele.

Tug Taiar or Jerry Dons for the murder
of Logan No. 2 was commenced yesterday in
the Court of Oyer and Terminer. Logan No. 2
awill be remembered as ove of the persons sus-
pected of the murder of Mr. Rogers two years
age, and it is possible that the pending trial
may throw some further light on that myste-
rious case. The trial of Philip Cooney for the
mwurder of David O'Day still continues. One

ty of the two cases lies in the fact
that all the parties concerned—the two mur-
dered men and the two alleged murderers—
belong to that class known as dangerous. Ir
murders are to be committed it is at least some
satisfaction to know that these kind of men do

W upon themselves.

e e

heen a sedative to France, queer as the thing
may sonnd—of foreign war? How will ber
five parties of Legitimista, Orleanists, Impe-
rialists, White Republicans and Red Republi-
eans live together in some form of common

mans shall converse by telegraph, Ience the
completion of the Saint Goibard Railway
becomes of more than usual importance, The
project is likely to siand forth prominently as
a matter for international consideration.
North Germany is aboui io exerl itself to unite
the atation of Central Switzerland at Basle to
the Baden system of railways by a bridga
acrosd the Rhine, This i3 a very grand idea,
but the attempt for its realization may lead to
new difficulties in the Old World, The Swiss
republic, the kingdoms of Prussia and Italy,
with some of the leading financial intereats of
Eurepe, are interested, if not already involved,
in the matter. The subject affects not only
the monetary calculations but the war-makiog
power of Central Europe, present and for the
future.. We have consequently taken pains
to illustrate the Saint Gothard Railway pews
matter, which has been referred to by cable
telegram, by the publication of the special
bistory of the scheme, which appears in our
columns to-day.

THE INTRIOACIES OF Enig Law Surrs have
always been a standing wonder to ordinary
people. They have guzed and wondered as
a8 they gazed how one little Judge could keep
it gll in his head, and they have entertained a
sneaking sort of respect for the attainments of
the learned counsel on ull sides who, even if
they became mixed in their logic now and
then, certainly displayed persistence and per-
geverance in going on with their arguments
under very adverse circumstances. In the
Ramsey case, before Judge Ingraham, yester-
day, sfr. Peckham and Mr. Field seem: to have
got out of their depths among the old and the
revised statues and the rules of chancery and |
other simple arrangements of the law, and to
have argued side by side for a time until they
touched, when they flew off at a tangent, but
altogether the argument was much clearer
than usual. The case resulted, however, in
the Judge refusing an order preliminary to |
anether order to examine the books of the Erie
Railroad. i

Tiug War AGAINST TaMmmaNY.—Republican

¢ilizenship without the intermittent fever of |
bloodshed? How will French history write |
| tself’ now that it can no longer oscillate be- |
i tween civil and foreign war?  These are indeed |
grave questions, and wise would be the man |

who conld answer them.

In the meantime it must nol be overlooked
that some of the moat advanced minds
among thé Germans are beginning to pro-
pound very extragrdinary doclrine upon these
questions. They suggest that at the present
day and in the present generation they are
absolutely ineapable of eolution, and that it
| may bs that German troops and German
| officials will have to remaln for a generation
|or {wo in France to teach a new race of
| Fronchmen geography and good temper, and
| flavor the highly-seasoned French dispo-
| gition with just a drop or two of hu-
| mility, 8o that the French of the

| tweatielh century may live in peace and amity |

with their neighbors,  These advanced Ger-
man minds declare that France cannot now
govern hersolf; that she has tried it for a cen-
tury and failed; that, in point of fact, she
naver did form a decent government: that her

papers all around us are beginning to epen fire
upon Tammany Hall. The Chicago T'ribune,
8t. Louis Democrat and Hartford Courand are
among the latest. Our St. Louis contempo-
rary says that the democracy in 1868 lost the
nomination of a formidable candidate for Presi-
dent ““by half an hour,” and intimates. that
Tammany was the cause of it. What it means
by fixing the precise time for the misfortune is
| not easily to be conceived. Perhapa some
| parties were too late by exactly thirty minutes
! in binding certain bargains by sealing them
with the *‘sinews of war."

AvvicE Graris,—A correspondent of
Canadian journal, in respense to the saxiety
expressed by the Americans abeut the free
pavigation of the 8t. Lawrence, propounds the
following question in true John Bull style i—

If you are 20 Very anxions to navigate the St. Law-
rence, why the biazes doa't yon navigate 1t? There
| 1t 18 In all 18 poetical tremendousness, and With 118
| numerous (&ils rapids, whirlpools, &¢., in splendid
condition,

Thia is a very racy way of putting the peint,
perhaps, but we hope there willbe ne ‘blazes"”
of any kind required in the premises, but that
the question will be sottled in a peaceful and

The consequence was that the bill was passed,
under a suspension of the rules, which requiras
a two-thirds mujority, and that there was not
even a divisioa of the House on its passage.
With that unmistalcable action of a co-ordi-
nate branch of Congress on the subjoct, it is
by no means likely that the Senate
will act upon the neminations pending belore
it for the promotion of Porter to the rank of
admiral and of Rowan to that of vice
admiral, but will rather concur with the
House in abolishing beth those positions.
However, if the Sanat2 chonse to confirm the
nominations it has the right to do so, and
then pass the bill, leaving it to take eifact
when a wvacancy shall next oeccur in either
rank,

The question of the aunexation of St
Domingo also came up in the ifouse, in the
ghapo of a joint resolution, introduced by Mr.
Banks, for the appointment of a special com-
mission to take that question into considers-
tlon and to negotiate with the authorities of
the island. Mr, Banks tried to have it passed
under the previous questlon, but could not get
a majority of the House to wote with him.
Mr. Cox then tried to kill the proposition
by a motion te lay it on the table; but
the House refused to do that either; and,
finally, a sort of compromise course was
adopted, by a reference of the whole matter
to the Committee on Foreign Affairs, with
leave to report st any time after five days'
notice to the House. The same queation
came up also in the Senate, in & resolution
offered by Senator Morton, and which lies
over for future action.

The friends of Revenue Reform had a
chance of showing their hands on a resolution
offered by Mr. Kelley, of Pennsylvania, look-
ing to the abolition of the internal revenue
system, except as to tobacco and distilled
spirits, which resolution was agreed to with
but &'x negative votes, A somewbat parallel
proposition was offered by Mr. Cox, of New
York, except that it also looked to a lowering
of tariff duties lo a revenue standard; and
this was referred to the Committee of Ways
and Means, which will probably bu the last
that will be heard of it.

The Tenure of Ofice bill was repealed in
the House by a majority of 157 to 25, and a
bill was inteoduced in the Senale by Mr.
Chandler, of Michigan, to cut off the Cana-
diang from cerlain privileges of commeice
which they now enjoy.

These are the prominent subjects that came
before Congress yesterday. There were, be-
sides, quite @ variety of heterogeneous mat-
ters introduced and referred in either House,
including bills for the incorporation and subsi-
dizing of steamship companies. This latter
subject, in conoection with the pending
measures looking to the encouragement of
American shipping and commerce, will be one
of the most importunt matters to be disposed
of at the present session. Let us hope that the
wisdom of Congress. will prove egual to the
emergency.

RevoLurioN Ar tone Hun.—With all the
opposition the radicals could bring to bear
against Mr. Gaston, the democratic and inde-
pendent candidate for Mayor of Boston, that
gentleman was yesterday elected Mayor of the
city. Now let us see what the mew: Mayor
and the new Common Courcil will do in the
way of required reforms. .

Tue Coroace Posk in its exhibit of what it
calls “Journalistic Depravity,” exposes itself
to indictment under the accusation. Because
one of its own local newspapers stigmatizes in
opprobrious. terms some of the best artists
that have ever visited America i3 there neces-

to ome of its own neighbors ?

Tae Latesr CLamd to the Nathon murderer
comes from Binghamton. The “‘dog"—that
dreadful and mysterious ‘‘dog"—is said by an
expert (rom Binghamton to resemble one lost
by a carpenter there some tinte ago. But we

GereAsiNg TOE WHEELS FOR THE NIXT
PresipENOY.—The Philadelphia Press an-
pounces that Lieutenannt General Sheridan is
in Greece. He has alreadv whirled around

harmenions wav,

“the Hu™

gity for using similar language when referring

dily Relasi with the Cuoadian
Government. :

The Detroit Fosf, sdministration organ,
commenting upon the unfriendly legislation of
the Canadian governmeat in regard to the
fishery question, the navigation of the St. Law-
rence and other matters in that connection, re-
minds our testy neighbors that St. Mary's ship
eanal is wholly ours; that we can exclude
Canadian shipping altogether from Lake Supe-
rior; that the St. Clair Flats canal is alse
wholly ours, and we have the same right to
forbid Canadian vessels from using it. On the
other hand the Ottawa (Canada) Times, gov-
ernment organ, pronounces the charge con-
tained in the President's Messago of illiberal-
ity on the partof Canadn with regard to the
navigation of the 8t. Lawrence and the Oana-
dian system of canals unfounded, and alleges
that the government of the United States have
not, since the repeal of the reciprocity iveaty
in 1865, applied for permission to use that navi-
gation, and adds that it is a fact that, notwith-
standing this, since the repeal of the rocipro-
oity treaty, ‘‘every application for permission
for United States vessels to pass from the sea
to the Bt. Lawrence or the lakes, or from the
lakes to the sea, bas been granted by the gov-
ernments of @anada sud of the Dominion.”
This throws & somewhat new light upon the
gunestion at issne, and Congress will, we pre-
sume, diseuss the subject in a friendly spirit,
But whalever is intended Lo be done should be
done at once. Delays in such matters are
always dangerous., Whenever the point of
unfriendly relations bheiween our Canadian
neighbors and ourselves is ralsed the Ala-
bama irritation inevitably assumes an impor-
tant share in the discussion.

Strainfag nt a Gant and Swallowing a

Came',

The members of the British Reform League
have just held a large meeting in London to
protest against giving any dowry to the
Princess Louise on ber marriage with the Mar-
qnis of Lorne. The language used at this gath-
ering was pretly strong. The people were re-
minded that there werea hundred and thirty-
seven thousand paupers in England, dying of
starvation every hour, while the Quecn draws
an income of four hundred thonspad pounds
sterling from the treasury, besides innumera-
ble sums for other members of the royal family,
The orators at this meeting argued in some-
what unuseal terms that her Majesty might at
least imitate the example of the poorest work-
man in her dominions by providing for her
own children., This is a very superficial ar-
gumeat, for the cases, of course, are nol par-
allel at all. That thers are a vast number of
dying paupers in “*Merrie England,” probably
more than the numbers here stated, cannot be
denied; but for all that, while royalty exists,
royal state must be kept up, and therefore
the grant to the throne is quite legitimate.
But theae reformera forget that the people of
Great Britain have been paying year alter
year, ont of their hard labor, thousands of
pounds to foreign recipients in the shape of
German princes and princesses, and they have
not grumbled much about it. This is the first
time they have b:en asked to contribute a
dowry to a royal scion who is about to marry
a subject, and remain at home, it is presumel,
to spend her inceme among the people. It
secms hardly.worth while, therefore, to sirain
at this little gnat after swallowing so many
German camels.

The Cable and the &Hold Marker.
The Gold Room, since the interrnption of
telegraphie communication with Europe, has
been almost stagnant, The operators in that
department are accusiomed to base their
movements on the fluctuations of five-twen-
ties in Europe, and hence, in the absence of
quotations, they are like a mill without grist.
Without any desire to assist these speculators
we would suggest to the cable managers that
an exception be made in favor of such important
intelligence as the qnotations of the London
market, which should he allowed to come
ahead of the mass of business waiting to be
transmitted. Dealings in cotton, wheat and
merchandise gemerally ara obstructed through
lack of this Informatien, the communication
of which might be afforded without detriment
to other messages on the wire, and, doubt-
less, without complaint from customers who
would ba praceded. As it is the gnotalions
now take their place with other = business,
and are sometimes two days old when
received, " In view of the pessible derange-
ment of the cables for an indefinite period
the managers ought o give one quotation
daily—say at noon—the right of way over
other messages uniil communieation is fully
restored,

INopmASE OF RoBBERIES IN THE CITY.—
There seems to be just now a large increase of
robberies in the city, some of a burglarions
character, some of what is called the ‘‘sneak
thief” order and another clags of robbery
which has not been common in the list of
crimes until lately—namely, the system of
stopping women and children in the streets
and taking bundles of clothing from them
which they are conveying to and [rom the
workshops where they are employed. This is
the most cowardly class of robbery, and, we
should suppose, one that would be in the
power of the police easily to suppress. But
that it ispractised daily in the public streets
is notorlous. The attention of the police is,
therefore, called te the protection of these
poor women and children, who are thus cra-
elly fleeced by highway rufians In open day.
Just at this time, when Chrigtmasis approach-
ing, the thieves are hungry and unserupulous.
They should be well watched by the police,
and Captain Kelso should urge his men to
increased vigilance.

A Havrr-way Measure—The Hon, Joseph
H. Rainey, the new ‘light complected”
colored member of the House of Representa-
tives from South Carolina, sworn in yester-
day. Let the full-blooded Secipio Africanus
appear and then the House will be all right,

Junge Dowuivg yesterday seat the twe
emigrant swindlers, Peck and Ballard, to the
Island—Peck for six months and Ballard for
three. Peck begged for mercy, and said that
he was a respectable man and had held
responsible positions on the police and in the
Fire Department, and theught that sending
Jhim to the Island would blast his reputation,
No doubt it will, but not more comalataly

than his own act has blasted it

Astounding Land Jobs and Extraveguace
of Cougress.

The exposure made of the astoundiog land
jobs and reckless exiravaganca of Congress
through our Washington corregpondence pub-
lished yesterday onght to arouse publie atten-
tien, The whole area of the United States,
from the Atlantic to the Pacific and Gulf of
Mexico to Maine, including lukes, mountains
and everything else, and exclusive of the
newly acquired Territory of Alaska, i3 abont
three millions of square miles, or near two
thousand millions of acras. We may safely
estimate thut a third of this Is useless for oul.
tivation—that is, & third, probably, is coversd
by lakes, rivers, deserts and barren meun-
tains., This would make the soil of our wvnst
republican empira under cultivation and capa-
ble of being cultivated amount to little over
twelve hundred millions of acres. The soil of
the States and Territories owned by individual
citizens may amonnt to five hundred wmillions
of acres. Out of the remaining seven hun-
dred millions the appropriations already made
by Congress and those proposed to be made to
railroad corporations and for other jobs
amonnt to over four hundred millions, or much
mora tham hall the available Territery be-
longlng to the government and peopla,
These stupendous grants and proposed grants
cover an area larger than twenty States of the
Union—that is, all New England, New York,
New Jersey, Pennsylvaniu, Delaware, Mury-
land, Obhio, Virginia, North and South Caro-
lina, Georgia, Florida, Alabama, Mississippl
and Louisiana, Previous Congresses have
given away to favorite cowpanies iwe
hundred and twenty millions, and the bills
before the present Congress will give away
a hundred and eighty-nine millions. We sup-
pose these bills will pass, as many of the
members of Congress are interested, aud there
is an all-powerful lobby to press them through,
Unless the Presidenit should weto the bills
this stupendous slice of the public domain and
people's heritage will pass to the bunds of
the rallroad corporations. The cultivable
land s remaining to the government, people
and future generations wonld be litlle more
than three hundred millions of scres. These
are startling faets. Il the public veice or the
President’s veto should not interposa this
monstrous spoliation will be consummated.
There never was before in the history of this
country or any other such reckless extrava-
gance and such dofiant plunder of the pro-
perty of the people.

o

An  Old-F Nor? Hint
the Signnl Service DBurenu.

The storm which was gathering here all day
last Sunday, which began with a light drizzle
about seven P. M. of that day, and which
opened yesterday morning and contioued all
day in full blast, may he set down as a regular
old-fushioned nor'easter., From the telegraphic
reporis of the Signal Bervice Bureau eof the
War Department, on Sunday night, at twenty-
five minutes to twelve, Washington time, it was
snowing at Cheyenne, on the Rocky Mona-
taing, raining (light) at New Orleans, New
York and Boston, and beavily at Washington,
Milwankee, Detroit and Buffalo. Thus the
area from the latitude of New Orleans to the
great lakes, and from the Atlantic seaboard
to the Rocky Mountuins, was coverad by this
storm. But we should like to know the point
of its beginning on the land and ity general
course, and, from the observations of the
Rignal Service Bureau, we think they could
readily make it out.

We would also saggest to this bureau the
importance of Fortreas Monroe as an initial
point for ohservations ia this signal service.
From our own obsarvations, from our weather
reporis by telegraph for several yeurs past,
we have become fixed in the conelusion
thal our regnlar nor'easters, Irom Virginia
to Nova BScotia, come in wupon the land
from the Atlantic between Cape Hatteras and
Fortress Monroe—that this is due to the pro-
jections of the line of the Atlantic coust upom
the Guif Stream at Cape Hatteras, and to what
we may call the meteorological atiractions of
the Chesapeake Bay and its tribniary rivers
upon the vapors of the Gulf Stream, drifting
up with that ocean current and accumulating
from Florida to Cape Hatleras. At all events,
from our observationg, we are satisfied that the
signal of an opening nor'caster at Fortress
Monroe is a warning thal, at the velocity of
some twenty-five miles an hour, we may ex-
pect that storm in New York. Hence we
would sugzest to this Signal Service Burean
the restoration of Forlress Monroe in these
weather reports 68 the most important point
in these observations of any along the Atlantic
coust.

fop— A

Usey Tarx Asour Our Prorosep Neaw
Minisrer 10 GREAT Brrraiy.—The Washing-
ton Patriot—anti-administration—has the fol-
lowing to say about our proposed new Minister
to Great Dritain :—

Mr. Schenck [s not destitute of a cortain political
talent, which i8 most conspicuous in the angry
debates of the House, where his keen mallce I8
effective and equally dangerous to [riend and loe;
but he iacks the education, the training, the temper
aud tne soclal amenities which are vequisite ror
success in diplomacy and for any respectable footing
In the cuittvated circles of Europe.

Did

The Patriot is not altogether correct.
not General Schenck at one time bave some
experience at Vienna! Now that the late
General Walbridge has gone on o leng mis-
sion, why not lel Schenck go on ancther?

Waar Inaerent Cruerry and brutishuess
there must be in such men as Captain Grindle,
of the ship Old Colony, to induce him to mal-
treat two poor devils of scamen as he didi
Raus and Franco, according to the evidence
taken yesterday befere Commissioner Shields. .
There seems to have beem no motive what-
ever, no particular cause even far hatred. of
the men, no alleged neglect of duty, ne charge:
of insolence to their officers, nothing bat the!
brate spirit, the love of cruelty, izherent in the
man himself,

Pourrics v Cosneoriour.—The Hartford!
Courant having circulated a report that ex-
Postmaster Cleveland, of that city, was laying
pipe for the democratic mominntion for Cen-
gress from the Connectleut Third district by
making voluminous donations of Thanksgiving
turkeys to the people in the district, Mr.
Cleveland comes out in a card, in which he
positively affirms that he is net a candidate for|
Congressional honors, and that so far as the
turkey question is concerned all he did was te

present & few of the seasonable luxuries te
l some of the *“‘noor but deserving” resideats of




