
CHRISTMAS.
Churchly Commemoration of

the Coming of Christ.

PEACE ON EARTH, GOOD WILL TO MEN.

Songs of Love and Adoration.Sermons
.Full of Counsel and Admonition.

Handsome Decorations. Di-light lot Music.

Eloquent Discourses.

Religion* Obwrvaiiff of t In? Festival in the

Metropolis and Elsewhere.

The treat festival of Christianity.Ohv fctmas.
was honored yesterday with all tuc pomp, circum¬
stance and surronndtngs that could add brilliancy
and beauty to the houses of divine worship. When
"the brazen tongue of cUmorouc Ume" announced
the arrival of day chimes of Joyful notes rutin: out
upon the air, announcing to the world the "glad
tidings of groat joy" which were brought them.

Ill all the churches the tilts of nature lu flowers
aud evergreens added to the arrtsnc array of lights,
and accompanied by .soups of Joy aud praise, gave
full expression to the gladness of the Chris¬
tian hearts. It may he safely said I hut
Hie fesiival was moro universally religiously
henored yesterday than it has been

ju many years. The churches were more nume¬
rously attended, the services, if possible, more

solemn, th sermons more forcible ani the general
observance more appropriate. lielow will Le
found reports of the services and sermons, whien are
somewhat, out of the ordinary run, and will be round
to be both Interesting and instructive.

flilKIH OF ALL SCWLS.

A UhriMuius Scrtuon by llir Kev. Or. HoU
Itwi.I'uprry and P*iiniiii>m-Aii Interview
Bnwetii Our I<ord unU tin* Pope.

a fashionable congregation gathered yesterday
morning at this tern pie of liberal Chrtotlanitv, who
were bent ou bearInn a Christians sermon. A merry
Christmas 1 What a bright Christmas morning I
Kuch were the greetings that passed between those
who met at the church doors, aim win u theM excla¬
mations emanated from Mm female owner of a pair
or bright eyes, a musical voice aril a countenance
beaming Willi youth and beauty, it warmed the
Heart of Ihe youthful gallant (wc suppose rho case)
to whom Jt was addressed and made linn think that
It was a bright Christmas morning indeed.
The pastor ol the cnureli.the Kev. Dr. Cello vrs.ia

Uie possessor of a highly Intelligent countenance,
w hich bespeaks the sympathy of Ins hearers, and ho

seems to have all the qualifications and acquirements
that mane a popular preacher. His eloquence is OT
the biKlicst ordei- ami flows with ease and natural*
iiesa. He

NKVKIt AIMS At SENSATION,
but rivets the attention of the congregation by iiis
quiet earnestness au<1 faultless elocution. Tnc
theme of his Interesting discourse was based ou

Luke, i«, vnl.. "Nevertheless, when ihe Son
of Man cometh shall lie find faith on
earth." lie brg.ui thus:.It seems probable
that the Apostles and their immediate
(successors really expected that Jesus Christ would
soon return to the earth, to judge the world and to
establish a visible kingdom. But learned and
thoiigtirul men, as a rule, have long ago abandoned
this fantas'io expectation as not in accoruunce u itu
Hie general plan of God's providence. Mure and
more has it appeared that the Gospel was designed
by God, its author, to work slowly and by various
methods.notin Use erection ol a tiiuinphaut estab¬
lishment ca.lecl "the Church;" not in the maui'idca-
ijou and

DKIKICATION OF niB NAIU OF CHRIST;
but m the interest and service of humanlt) aud the
improvement ol' Hie race In intelligence, virtue and
happiness. Jt is b.y putting everything ;n a new
light, conimued the speaker, adding new motives
and new meanings io all theWrmanent oillces and
necessities of human life, that Chrlstiatilty slowly
and surely elevates, enlarges atid transiorms the
earth and its people. ISring an aveiauc heathen and
an average Christian together at ibe gates of the
Hellespont, wnere cnrlsiijniti and heathenism hi ill
stand opposed, and place before theui a Circassian
.lave. v\ eat is it tint. each sees as lu; Iooks upon
the itumaa creature ex posed In t He siave market y
Thank Cod that wc cannot to-day lind an instance
nearer home ihe iieatbea sees notiilng shocking in
puttiuK this Image of cod up lor sale, hho is uo
Image of Cod to him. mio is fair to Bee, and will
pot some turbaited merchant lake her u> an indo¬
lent home of luxury and pleasure and make her Ins
plaything? But « hat '.s tnc Christian thinking of us
be stands close by her side t Here, beneath all that
this brutal, blinded heathen sees, beneath tins
blushing ;acc, thesaexposcd limbs, is a huuiausoul.a
moral and spiritual being, a child or cod, a possible
disciple 01 i itriSb. What can exhibit the trauslorma*
Hon of humanity under Christian influence more
than the revolution of sentiment id respeot to the
true worth of every human being, independent of
eex, age, color an* iiine( Supposing ric dream of
ihe becum! Adventists reallzeu in tne.
*<-1141. l'KKBO.N AI> APPKAKANCE OF JKStS OHKIKT,
on Uils His eighteen hundred and seventieth
birthday, here upou the earth to answer His
own question, "When the .Hon or Man cometh
shall He find faith on earth?" Wliat would be
iiis vereict? Imagine him catling m person to¬
day at Ml. I'oter's, in Home, unon the Hoiv Father,
lie would flud luiu who claims io bo tits oilletai
representative and Vicar on earth bsrne high on the
shoulders oi men in bis sacred chair, amid a proces*
slon 01 priests clad in parple, with .i grand aud gor-
geoos array ol ecclesiastical pomp, with incense
smoking and thousands of people prostrate as be¬
fore a coming God; and as lie puts on his triple
crown, sparkling with diamonds, let

TIIK NA/.AKKNK IN UlS JKWIK11 UARAfMIINK,
with naked feet aud bars head, walk up to the grand
altar where His real biood and body are about to be
ealen and drunk, and hold a public contereneo
with lu-< alleged Vicar ou the couditioa and pros¬
pectant his religion lu the world. What will t tie
i'ope .-nv about "the fault on earth" winch his
Divine Maater is lu quest of lie must needs com¬
plain that his estates, his nower asd iudueuce had
dwindled sinoe the triumphant day fer the Church
when the Pontiff's foot was on i lie neck of kings,
uir.il one of the second rate monarch!, the King of
Italy, was strong csough to drive mm out of the
Hinaii remnant of ills temporal dominion
u ud shut him up iu a mile square in the leonine
City. Somehow.He must needs say under the
inspiration of ihe devil.Jneji had got it into
lheir wicked heads that. Church and state ware Very
much in each other's way aud rau^i be diverted,
tiomchow t tie world ha l couie to me infamous
oonclu-ion that the Church was simply u Church

('.I'M AN AMI NOT MVKllfrAU
and s<» had piorjiii-.lv reiiueu to cut-n un ihr exclu¬
sive llglll of 111- Infallibility, .<!IU IlKl ID UOIMe-
iiuujcc J'ioIi staiHi-iu had sprung up; Ut.it

Till.- WKKTHHEP ANTICIIBIST
had already abolished kiujjh und p'>p> *, niuer.s of
uoDility ami rigiits ><i jM-nuugnoiture in America,
and whs last spreading Jtshocul mid political bere-
.Mfv over l.urope and Asia. Ml* < -\< oiiiniiiiiuMiloni»,
before **£i4h eiuper»r* »>m:e treadiicd.w nU«'it power

f.o friguSni a wei tuugbtcbild; his dee'tiratiou of m
laUtbiin.i, uie laughter of ( hmtemluui. Is not the
Vicar of i lirtfit Round 10 ->ay to hJ« great Original
lliat bu induencc Is falling iii tli* world: mat "the
tnlili" ih in d«t ay hiid liif (Unroll" in riilu.sr
Would Jesus t.'iirlst b '.llevo lain./ Let tUo Sou of
Mau turn Horn this great,

JlKCHK- KN TA III i: OK I WT/I' H Mil I IN'KBr
to flic people for whatn He «UicL Lv i iilra cull the
nations io 11 ih sacred fc.cj -.1 jiuudrd inilltou
-oiiib.W:Ui ttic open Bilue in their iiandsynd hearts;
iay, iel the

I'litfMOt 4CUUOI.S OK .VYITiU'i
natlier around lln radiani person, the intelligent,
vueerlnl enlightened aces of the myriads who could
repeat llw iimm Ui:w of IIm own .liaior.v. the l.ord's
J'rayer, t be ial"j<- ol .' 'inioandmtiits, und wbo know

i no geography of t lie Holy Land and the history <>f
Ira*; ridden vouiiirie* l<ot .ul '.lie- be prutenu-d ;o
'!. . ,-»on of Mali us a.< ortset, a Vindication of Ills
au-e, against .'lie e,ni.l»! u.>v»i>i -» ami

AHUM - OK Tf'.y. PAI'AfY.
Wojld not Jesus rhnsf. Mi), Now /« the Son <f .Man
glorified; lie bus found taJi'i on Hie I- arih on ii i s

xtUilOff? Amei i' H iBiiuioiuf (.'liristlan nations what
ibe Jews were among tile ore-Christian narioim.
¦Aiiirrl' an Christianity may u*vt been narrow. w cd-
/ng n.oie ii|*ht, out H wa« t/ui," front the. start, and
it bad a vlrgoi hemisphere to star' 'u- Wliai reli¬
gion we have In Aiued-M ire ir.i an shall lie practical.
We want our ChnstiaUit* lu our iieart.s and lives, jo

our U'ftde and commerce, j.u out millties and pica
aurcs. The Kuvliah tfliurcb, so iree aud noi'le at

one end, ko KUi<eriUitl0U8 and heaiiit-u at tin- other;
the itoman Church, to phuhii in what iC iieenis hk
most CbrisUan nart, but ChriiiiB" only Hi utf gn.j.i
works aud j!a loieof the poor.tlwse ar° ^ »*'* itur
io reswt or wjpjilant the nailve Cbriatiaiiily of the
land; bnt tltcii edorts will not avail.

¦ibe reverend gentleman concluded with this Inoss-
ing.- '-(.'od l)J'*s the ilie tbai coin:tinnicai«« its' if
4ti iai rrm Wui wUv Umc dv.

.nd seventy years apo, vai born a babe in BotUlc-
liein !"

THE SWEDEVBORtilAI CI1IHCH.

Sfrnci by ltev« ('hamncy ISIIiwOod'n
Krlendnblp far Poor llniuitiiil)' mm Mhovra In
tbc Creation.ChrUt'e Inciiriiatlon nnd Infi¬
nite I.nvr for Kiillrn
Tlio foliowon ef Emunuel Rwedenborg, and

many others, yesterday morning crowded the Taber¬
nacle, lu Thirty-fifth street, near Lexington avenue,
to listen to the ClirlstBias services or the pastor, Rev.
Chauucey GUM. 'I lie church nun plainly but taste¬
fully decorated with overgreeus, and the congrega¬
tion lu attendauce was quite 1 irge. The pastor took
¦for his text Mike U., 10 and 11. "Behold 1 bring you
good tidings ol great joy, which shall be to all peo¬
ple; for unto you u born this day. In the eitv
of David, u Saviour, which is Christ the lx>rd." in
these words the angels announced to

TUB AWKl) AND TKKMDI.INQ SIIBPHEtlPS
the grandest event la Unman history.the coming of
Jehovah on the curtn. The fulness of tune had
come; the goal ol all prophecy whs reachod; tno

preparation of the ages now culminated in a com¬

plete work; the illvine became embodied In the Hu¬

man; the Alpha became tin* Omega, the Him l>o-
came the last; the end of th^ Lord'b descent into
uature and ultimate form wan readied. Man hud
lallen to the lowest deep trom the heights of Ins

perfection; the Lord had uoiv come to li<m to rescue

him from the hands of his enemies, ami to lead him
back ui llimseif. The ends is pnst. llenoefoith
throughout coming time poor, waudenng, enslaved,
dying humanity is to begin tlu- asc m. ills deau
faculties, like the

DltY BONES IN T1IH PKOVfTRT'S
vision. Lcjf 111 to stir; the walls ol his prison l>egin to
crumble; his chains loose their hold upon mm;
light begins to visit his .sightless eyes. The w hole
uodj of humanity luy like one wno.se

L1KK IS THKMBI.INW IN THE BALANCE,
going, coming, fluttering, fading, reviving; Hie Lord
came in the critical moment and put Into the scale
of life the preponderating influence. When they
saw that help was provided, thai man was saved,
there was occasion lor tlicin to make ail heaven
sine with hallelujahs of glory to Cod in the high¬
est, and ou earth peace and good will to men.

Tlu- speaker dwell eloquently upon
tiie lord's incarnation.

The Lord Is love and wisdom itself. It l« the na¬
ture of love to create; it Is the source or all power;
ii is pure vital force Itself; it is active, irrepressible
and symbolized In those Invisible arid weightless
agents whlon flow through and move to action all
material things. Love does net act at random; it
has a purpose, tin end; it is an essential element of
Its nature to become, embodied in something out of
and distinct from Itself, mat it inu.v give itself to
others to be their own to hold, to have, to enjoy.
The Lord consequently has embodied himself In the
creation. The material universe Is Ills love and ills
thoughts embodied in form. * * * The Lord is
w mini and behind the visible worlds. Light Is

HIS S11IN1NU KOBES,
the stars are the brilliant gems iu its folds, the earths
are the One threads of which It is woven, tae suns
arc the veil of Ills face, and their light the glory of
His wisdom shining through. The Lord has always
been ui the creation. He canno' be separated lrom It.
The pastor beautifully traced the creation of

plants, vegetables, .vc., and showed that, commenc¬
ing with the lowest, cod ended the creation with
man, made in uis own image; He gave him a higher
and more noble form, emiewed htm with

A KAT10NAL Ml Ml,
and gave liim a higher form or freedom. Wan Is the
temple In which He dwellB, and man is the full -st
expression of Hie Divine character, inverting elo¬
quently upon the preparations made by lUc creator
lor mail's wants, the minster declared that the
Lord did all for man that, he could do to prevent lus
fall, to I10U him up. lie met him face to face at
every step^f his departure from Film. He restrained
him. He watched over him, He left nothing undone
which Infinite love could suggest and luilnlte wis¬
dom could execute. He came according to all the
methods of His working; it was Hie culm nation of
what Ue had been doing iroui the creation, and
this is

THE KKV TO THIS ORB VT MY3TERV
of Cod coming In the flesh, i lie Lord comes down
to man's level; lie stands side by side With him; He
comes out from the Interior and Invisible dwelling
place to man's senses; He walks with htm, talks
with him: He eats, dnnks, labors and sutrers with
htm: cures diseases, makes the lame to walk, and
by so doing gains recognition and gets cmliodicd In
history and in human thoughr; He makes this
fallen human nature which He has assumed

TUB IJtlAND BATTLE FtELO OK THE UNIVERSE.
In this human nature lie stood between man and

his enemies; He stepped to the front of the battle,
and. like David, witti the smooth stones of His own
divine tnuli. He smote the Goliath or man's spiritual
enemies. Thus He restored man to spiritual
freedom. Hut He was doing another work .
He wu» glorllymg the human nature which He
assumed by means of .Mary. The human nature,
ti. *on, was becoming on* with the Divine nature,
>< »)' 'in r. Thus the great event announced in
:h<- Horns of the text, while it marks the turning
i>. nod tn human history, and 13 the flnal edect of
the itvine love and wisdom, Is taken out of time
and space, and becomes an eternal truth. As we
com o piate tno grand event we can accept ll .is
true, Tflere will never come a penod in the history
or any created soul who acknowledges the Lord,
when ho cannot take up the words of the angel ami
sav to everj other soul, "Heboid I bring you good
tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people.
For unto you Is born this day in the city or David a
Saviour, which is Christ the Lord.

sr. JOSEPH'S rni'Kc i.

Merman by ihe Rev. I'nihcr Clancy.
The handsome chnrch on Sixth avenue under the.

pastoral care of Father Farrell looked very bright
yesterday. <>u the lilgn altar was placed a statue of
the Virgin, surrounded by pencil jets ot gas. There
were flowers and evergreens. Above the columns
embowering the altar was the motto. In evergreens,
'Glory be to God on high," and around the galleries.
In tnesamo material, was written the angcix warn¬

ing to the shepherds, "f*or this day is born to vou a

Saviour, who is Christ the Lord." The coiifcn-gu
tlou was of 1 10

SOI. in MllMH.t: CLASS,
and was not wanting m bright., Iitippy In .

comfortable, well-to-do exterior. The
was out; never before performed in this cnuuir. a

is arranged for tour voices, and Is the c ;nj »>-i n

of Signor Tlberio Nataluccl. It ibunoii in

ueaiuiea, ami is, perhaps, much of tlm dra¬
matic kind lfow much in vogue. Toe OlvrUt
18 poworlul, ami gives Home Hue opportunities to the
bass and soprano. The >;t IncamatuaUt a very
sweet soprano solo, sunn with telling effect by Mine.
Ma rU ii"/.. The 8aiwt*w.particularly the second
pan, '.Uosanna in Kxcelsis'-.is very exquisite, but
light, and almost dance music. Mr. Martinez did
full Justice to the organ accompaniment. Father
Kartell was high priest, aud the sermon was

preached by the Uev. Father Clancy, lie lirst at¬
tended to the collection about. to bo made,
aud premised mat pll the collections taken
yesterday in the diocese were lor the orphans. at.
Joseph's congregation had done its duty nooly.
There is sumcihiug in the riauie ot orphan which
touches every lather and mother, and at. this happy
iiniu lew could turn away Iroin the orphan's
need. It olten requires peculiar dlscriiui-
nation lo know on what object our
charily should be bestowed. individual charity
.»rten works more harm than good, lor at times it
serves but to foster vice aud encourage idleness, in
this Instance the case is reversed. \eu lake the
orphans from the haunts of vice ami crime aud
teiu.li them the scciel of labor, their duty to nun
aud Uielr duly to (iod. The text was iroiu the
epistle ot the day, "Our Saviour came to teach us to
set -undo impiety, that we may live Justly ana
thougnUuJIy and possess the long-expected hope."

I'tKrv
jin ;ids i harity. Originally n denoted only the affec¬
tion which children should have lor their parents;
nuw u is the love which wo express to the great
t>od. l ilt now are we to distinguish between
me pious abd the loDlosit »vhat is me
true meaning of Una) piety r We cannot manage
our dislikes as wo pluaHC. Miounl you ask a ch.ld
if tin; meaning oi Hie coiniuauuniciii wliicn tells
Jinn (o honor ins father and Ills mother Is that he
should doff his hat when lie meets theui, even the
child wm laugh at. yon. Ao. When we sa,* ..honor"
we bean love and duty and obedience.

MEN ABU OLllKK Cail.bltKX,
. biu ihelr duty Is the same to God. Tho preacher

tln-u related the parable of tno two sons.tue otic
who promises to obey aud falls to do so; the other
who gruifly reiutses, hut tinaii.v repents and does
ills old lather'* will. C'lirist neamtfuliy a.-K% "Which
Is the better one /" The love orttiuone isoul.v a
seuUmctital one, with the real force to carry tils
love to practice, the other letting it beat unheard
against Ins 11 rst. sentiment, until a deeper thought
'jails forth his sense oi duty ami filial love. He. was
ilio latter one. so with

out HEAVENLY I A I'll I- 1'..
Jf, 1*4 "not those who ery l.ord Lord hit all he

tiuved, l»ut those who do the will of niy l'atuev who
is In Heaven.

rin* in. i\ uot appear to have much in comm on
with the ftr 'ai .estival we celebrate, bur. It has. For
our Ursi duty Jj to love uud honor Uiui Who was
i.oru Mils day in rue ion\y manger at lietiilchem.
We recall and re-read that lovely r-tory of I he shep¬
herds and the angels. He strew around the palm .is
if we expected liis conimg again. We snatch a joy
iroiu the dying moments of the panning y< ar.
dainty linger* deck His temple, and wc give

iv iti:Ai.riiv cuakitv
a little from our -tore. Hut the best otfentig you
can make is to show by your love and by your lite
how yon appreciate ail He una done for yon. He
tame to redeem the world iroui sin, t# mediate and
expiate for us. Let tne slulul anion;'; us. then, turn
to Him. How many will answer U asked to repent,

.'I HON KKKt. I.!be ir to-imt;"
from to-day they defer. Kx post male with them

and they will admit all; will M il y*u they can't
help it, Iniilness standing tn society or some ot*er

, yer y4 JW *iuj. uuty iftetf

passions are cooled down, nntll they are old; but
who cmi tell that, the snows or uge will cool the
furnace of passion, uud tliat at last they uiu; not
lie called away in the tnidHt ofu revel withoit so
inucli aft » hauilwrltlnir on tlie walir Hut Cud N
merciful. lie waits long uud patiently lor lus dt t>i.<
there in

no HANKiirrrcY bvtwebn hod and mah.
Ho this ilnv, though one ef mirth, beconits one of

thought :ts we grow older. It u a milestoue on the
roa<l ol 1 to. It brings hack tlio shadow «f absent
friends, of the laces of tlie dead; it tells us we are
growluic old and passing away, and, with our feet
pUutcd in th« shiftMix Minds of time, wo ask,
"Whither are we drifting to an eternity of hap-
|)lnes> or one or misery. Let us humble ourselves,
therefore, before that humble crib, and wo shall Uud
thai as ill-t small voice commands the Heaveua aud
the Earth, so will our humble prayers be magnified
In the sight of the Istrd. 'l'hcn shall we be filled with
a pure and hsly Joy, uud when you wish a meriT,
merry Christinas, His maxims, if roiiowei, will
secure not only that, but, through liis grace, a
happy New Year.

ST. rHKilESVS ROMS flTH ltlt CHI Kill.

I uif»ri"««i v«* Mervicew.Eloquent Disi'onino of
ltev. I'uiUcr Flattery.HidenUiil Defence of
the I'ope'o Tciniiural Power.A Siiot nt

Fri'i'maoonii.
'J lie Imposing Catholic edifice corner of Rutgers

and Henry streets, known as St. Theresa's, of which
Kev. James Boyce Ls pastor, was thronged at all tlio
masses yesterday. At half-past ten o'cIock the ser¬

vices were particularly Impressive, a solemn high
mass being offered up, ltev. Father Boyco acting as

colebraut, Kev. Father Vitaiiau as deacon, Kev.
Father llogau as sub-doacon and ltev. Father Mc-
t'uuloy as master of ceremonies. The high altar
was beautifully decorated with a choice selection of
natiiraMlowers,-whilo the pillars and galleries were

tastefully wreathed In evergreens, St. Theresa's
church lias probably one of the most select congre¬
gations In the city, and the attendanco at late ser¬

vices yesterday was highly respectable and fashion¬
able. The music was under the charge of Mr. J. K.
Gleason, the talented organist or the church, and
was conducted with much artistic ability.
After the first Uospul, ltev. Father Flattery as¬

cended the altar and delivered u most impressive
and eloquent discourse on the topics suggestive of
the great festival of Christmas. This gentleman has
achieved a high reputation as an orator, as well as

being a most accomplished scholar, aud his dis¬
course yesterday gave full evidence that this reputa¬
tion has not been overestimated. Alter dilating at

length upon the prominent topics suggestive of the
great lestlval ho gilded into some

BEAUTIFULLY POINTED KKMAIIKH

as to the Papacy aud its temporalities. Uo stigma¬
tized in scathiug eloquence the vandal attack which
had been made upon Home by Victor Emmanuel,
calling nun the Herod of the nineteenth century,
aud prophesied that all dynasties which interfered
with tlio rights of the I'ontitr would inevitably
cud in destruction aud decay, lie also con¬
trasted the condition of Homo anterior to
its capture by Victor Kmmanual ami the
aspect of mat city at presept. Now the tramp of the
war horse, and the blasphemous tougue of a ribald
and licentious soldiery had taken the place of tho
matin song and tile beautiful chant tugs ot the
Ave Maria. Father Flattery logically proved the
audacity of the attempt to rob the 1'ope of his tem¬
poral dominions, aud remarked that tin- Italian
King's action was opeu ns much to condemnation
as that of any Individual who

JUAll'KD UPON THE ALTAR
from which the reverend gentleman was speaking
u4 stole therefrom some of tlieonimuu when
had been given to decorate the house of Cod by
some member of the parish. In the discourse of
Father Flattery he also condemned Freemasonry
in bitter terms, and drew a vivid picture of the
calamities wnich it ei. tailed upon Cat Holies, par¬
ticularly at the hour of death. No more despondent,
or despairing dying sinner was there ro be found
than the Catholic Mason, and no

noun diwicult task
had the priest to perform than to prepare that indi¬
vidual to meet Ills Cod after renouncing Masonry
aud dispel from his mind those narrow lug Hernia¬
tion*. Tlio reverend gentleman concluded a most
impressive sermon by exhorting his hearers to enter
into the spirit of Bethlehem, ami then they might
heartily exclaim, "Glory to Cod on high und peace
on earth to men oi g.iod will !"
The services were th<-u proceeded with and did

not conclude until after one o'clock., solemn ves¬
pers took place at four o'clock In the aitcruoou.

HEW ENGLAND < 0X4JlEf.AT14N.U, t HUM II.

Christina* Senium by Rev. Merrill Ifichnrd-
m»ii. I'be Lhlit nml Beautiful I'bn-tes of ibe
ttisnion nt ('brim. 4>lnd Tiding* ol (.real
Joy to All.
That gladdest time of all the year.Christmas

Day.found in no church iu the city more uttlng or

tastelul commemoration than In the New England
church, c >riierof Madison avenue anil Forty-seventh
street. Evergreen and ilorai decorations mingled
their dark aud rich emerald hues with the most del¬
icate tints of the rarest Howers. About the pulpit
and the organ

THE FLOEA I. DISPLAY
was a most beauteous and complete parterre, and
the sweet incense of their delicious perfumes Im¬
parted a most grateful lragrance to the whole ex¬

pansive interior or the sacred edifice. These flow¬
ers were most artistically wrought into bouquets,
baskets and wreaths, and evlueed in their extent:
and arrangement the most charming grace as well
as profuseness. As usual, there was a

CKOWbBD Oil l!KUH,
oriVv yesterday morning it was, notwith¬
standing I he lutense cold nnd bleakly eddy¬
ing winds, more so than usual, While the
« agr'uRtion were coming in Mr. McRae, the

.,inpiislied organist, playeu all exquisite voluii
t >1 > ou the organ.a lively and almost merry piece

i -ie, which to play on any day but this merry
.1 in i-' ,-ury v\ould s> -em, especially to New England
l* <ii , who, w ith alt tlielr modern liberality aud pro-

>.s, have stm some old rurltan notions of
i^w M.nictlty clinging to tlieni. at once highly

Inappropriate to the solemn sanctity of the .sabbath,
it ii'>i positively sacrilegious. But u was deemed
altogether appropriate to this occasion. More si tb-
dma, but still breathing a spirit akin to the same
seaituient of heartfelt dcllutit, was tlio anthem
"Hark the. Herald Augcls Slug," suugby the choir,
it w.is most superbly rendered by Miss Mosher
sustaining the soprano pari, Miss Macomber Hie
alio, Mr. Alum the tenor aud .Mr. Fraucher the bass.
Follow lug this were reading the Scriptures and sing¬
ing by the ooagregatton. who sing with a "down
East" enthusiasm I hat is at once grandly worship¬
ful and inspiring. Before commencing to deliver

THE SEKMO.N
Rev. Merrill Richardson announced that in the
evening no would exchange pulpits with Rev. Dr.
J. i\ Thompson, of tiie Broadway Tabernacle, and
preach in the latter church, and that ou next Sun¬
day morning he would preach a "New Year ser¬
mon." His sermon yesterday was a . 'Christ¬
mas sermon," and a rarely cioquent dis¬
course it was.replete with all Ids accus¬
tomed impassioned style and copious energy
ol argument aud illustration. His text was
Luke ii., Jo."Behold, i bring you glad tidings or
great joy, which shall l>« lo ail people." i'he oirin
ol Christ, lie began, was announced by angels. Tlio
news spread through Hie realms of bliss, and in¬
spired a new song of praise. Alter an eloquent
exordium, urging that upon this day, in comme¬
moration ol Hie birtn ol Christ, they should consider
these glati tidings, bis lirsi point was that any
auilicntlc news from ihu other world is ot inouieu-
lous interest to men. Is there a life bevond this
life ? ^Viiat is it and how is it related to our lilo
here ?

llKI OltK c llltW.l AUVK.NT
oracles weie consulted tua various means itscil ti>
obtain some clear voice from behind the veil. The ]
name, in .substance, Is done in our day. 11, now,
Hod should speak by a living voice, what tidings
could be ol micii luterest r Let the whole dome oi
iilirut oe lighted up. and its brightest star guide ibe
suepherat. 10 i lie upon These tidings arc authentic.
Tliej speak lo tho reason and Hie nea it, ami ilicy
are glad tldlmrs. Cncy ccti us that Uod is j
good ami 11 is mere) is plentiful unto all.
Tins Gospel teaches no limited atonement or par-
Ual grace. It reveals (;od as nam re reveals Hun,
giving Uic Sun aud the ram alike to all men. A
spee.ui evidence which Christ gave that lie earns
from God was that, to the poor the Gospel was

preached and the doer opened i.o the captlvc. Nome
were excluded. Archimedes said, "Give me .island-
point, and with m.v level* I can move the wond."
The people were Christ's stand point,, and He has
moved tlie world. The common people can Judge
religious truth as well as the most intelligent.
A Mary and a John Knew it iieiter ihau the
jsanltedriin. The learned may lie authority in ph.y-
Bical scii nee, lint when it comes to the truth of life

j all can decide. The missionary couid do little with
oar systems or divinity, bdl much with the

(lOSJ'KI OK 0HK1ST.
H i" triad news that tlie truth of God cornea to inau

so in. 1 iii>' poor, the heavy-laden, all the millioiM of
the world, an Hud it and know it isot' God. He en-
largeu upon this topic ot pis discourse, showing the
etreet upon the werld'a progress and history of
Christ's mission on eaith, ami then with equal
earnestness elucidated las second proposition, wliiou
\<r:is, viiMt as ;i revelation of afuture lite the Gospel is

glad news. it shows that God's kingdom is within
us.that we must reap as we m>w. livery one's
eliaracter contains wlthiu nseif its rewards or penal-
nes. Man will carry into the next lile the elements
ol happiness or misery. There will be no arbitrary
infliction*. Not (i Utile of i.od's uion.l law will pass
away. The wicked will lie tilled wit r. tlieirown ic-

vlccs, anil ¦ be righteous i»e satisfied In taoni selves.
This principle of the next tile e,in tic understood,
the gods «t the pagan* pnrdon and pun:?h capri¬
ciously, but

OOP IS IMI'Attl 1 it,
and without variubl«nesn. His novominetit will
#:aiid'.\ UjUiv tiiv obedicm ca"> pu Incused , £0 gfftv'V

can nave till the will submit* to God's will. It is gladI news, for it shows hotv deep Gou is interested lit us.
I coil ho loved tlic world ttiat hv gave his only begot-

uu son to die for us. This is the grace wo need; it
In t ho love we crave. 'i'no heart responds
to this rev.-lattou or God in thu flesh,
He dwelt at length, and with the cogency of irre-

| glstlble iirgumeut, ou Hits point, and then proceeded
¦ to consular the liberty whlcli the Gospel brings to

men and to all people. There wan no human inas-
ter In rellglou. "J in I ire ye not your own selves
what is truth ?" Christ allows 110 human authority
over conscience. No priest or prelate or kiug has

a right over conscience. Homo nations are seeing
this truth of God. Thu demand Is, i-eparaie religion
noin the Ktutc and coiuiult U to the people. Why. If
Christ had come under authority of the Manhedrlm
He could have spoken no glad tidiuirs. To-day,
then, we will join lu the authem of Heaven:."Glory
to God in tne highest; on earth peace, aud Go. I'm
good will to men." in return tor these Gospel
tidings he urged that they should devote life anew
to the service of "film who, though rich, yet for our
sakes became poor, that we, through Ills poverty,might be rich." Rich lu laitli and hope; rich in this
abounding grace of God. Ours thu duty to niako
nils Gospel glad tidings to all people.
The sermon, of which the above la only a very

meagre abstract, was listened to with the most
j earnest attention. The exercises closed with prayer.
; singing the l'oxology, and benediction. Mattered

about lu Ihe pews were printed announcements of
| a course of scientific lectures on "Crea'ion," by the

pastor, on the Friday evenings ot nextmontti, at iho1 church, a ripe and rare scholar, having few equals1 in nils country, there can be no doubt of the highlyi interesting character 01 IUcm) lectin es aud of a largeI aiiendauce.

fill KM OF TIIE tICSSIAK.

The Mlmloii and Kxnct I'ortUlon of Ohrlnt.
(Sermon by the Rev. Mr. Hepwarth.

nils now lavorite resort of the fashionable church.
goers or Murray liill was crowded yesterday an
usual, by a congregation apparently as zealous and
devout an one could wish for. Mr. llepwoith's
text was taken lrom Matthew xvl., l3:."Whoui do
men say that I, the Sou of Man, am r" lie liegan
by naylng tnat the question which Christ put to ills
disciples so long ago men havo been putting to
each other ever since. It was hard tor those who
looked tho carpenter's son in the face and talked
with him to b liove that he was anything more than
nu ordinarr wan. And vet nothing is more evi¬
dent than that Jesus claimed an authority far tran¬
scending that which obtains with common human¬
ity, and the record tells that thu Jews more than
once took up stones to stone him because lie gave
the impression that lio and (iod were one. That he
did lay claim to be an ultimate authority and in
some way connected with man's redemption no one
can deny. Ills exact position in the scale of being
lias been

A Ql'HSTION OK DISPl'TH
ever since He was cradled m Bethlehem.
There are two classes of thinkers, both of them

Christian, who look nt what is called revelation in
such different ways that it mar be well for us to
hesitate for a moment at this point. The llret pari v
is, compared with the great company of be live is,
very small. They look at the moral education of the
world from the standpoint of naturalism. They are
willing to admit thai Jesus was greatest ami inoHt
Kilted among the great and gittcd; but credit lllm
with no more power and authority tlian belong to
any extraordinary genius. When lie is said to
have worked a miracle they tell us that either
the story or the fact is the product of the
people's imagination. Thus they are led to believe
one part or the record which they can easily com¬
prehend, and to deny the 01 her part, which tells
hew Christ bade even the dead to come forth, and
they obeyed ins voice.

Til K BIBMt HAS A VERY SI.KNDBH AUTHORITY
for the naturalist. It takes Its place among the
books of philosophy, and that is all, for there cau bo
no middle ground. The Bible is either a Divine
revelation, superuaturally conducted, or it treatise
of moral science, with 110 more authority than auy
other work 011 the same subject-
Next we come to the believer in a rcnl revelation

from God, and this belief is liot merely a ract of
fiUth; it is a logical deduction from hintory. (iod
Is a Being who is constantly interposing in
human a (fairs, and who lias religiously
educated the world by raising up certain
personages who have been our authoritative
teachers. Christ e.une lrom heaven to dellvor the
will of the Father, and we believe that Christ knew
Of what he was speaking and was conscious of the
weight of Ills words when He claimed fer Himself
attributes which belong only to (iod. That He aid
lay claim to a power equal to that which the Al-
mighty exercises no one who accepts the record
can easily doubt. This is

TUB POINT OF MYKHfiENCE
between the denomination to wmch I belong and
myself. My sympathies ou this matter, so dear to
every Christian, are very much closer with other
bodies than with the Unitarians. I have little
patience with men who are unwilling to proclaim
their iaith in Christ as ihoir Saviour. On this dav
especially do 1 feel that 1 am more in concert with
the great body of believers who accept Christ as the
Anointed, the Messiah and the Final Judge of the
world. 1 believe not only in me Book as iho great
great source of spiritual inspiration, but In Jesus us
my personal saviour, the very embodiment or God
hims.Tf.
hook for a moment at the slender lioginning of that

system or moral redemption which is jet to embrace
the whole world. When the divine liabe was man¬
nered in Bethlehem wtio could havo dreamed of the
luiluence llts life was destined to have ? Only they
who saw the star as it rested over His cradle were
aware that

A HEW EPOCH
in human affairs had begun. And when a man full
grown He went down to the sea and bade tne fish-
ernien lollow nlni, and then further on in His walks
gave the same command to a few poor urlsans, who
could have dreamed that those seemingly humble
instrumentalities were to be Hie means, In cod's
lunds, ol uprooting old systems, of tearing down
moss-covered structures or ritualism and ol estab-
1'isiilug something that would reach to the uttermost
ends ol human llfev And when lie was arrested by

i lie mob and c rucifled, did not His reign seem to be
at an end? Who could h ive forecast i lie tuture?
llad not the hand oi Uod been in the matter in some
especial manner the whole work would have ended
then and there. And because the hand, yes, and
the heart, of tiod, were in it, we hold this Christmas
festival, trim our churches with evergreens and
flowers, siiik aloud onr anthems ol praise and bless
the Father and the .son.

Firm .wewe BifrisT cmiuH.

W'lin l Think V> «»l" (.'hrini if W linie Son in
lie ?.A rlirisTinii* Seruiou by ilic Ilev. Dr.
Tliomu* Armltase.
Yesterday morning this elegant church was well

Oiled by the usual fashionable congregation, out
was by no mean* overcrowded. Though the Hun
shone gay ly m the heavens lis rays imparted littlo
warmth, and all were ai tired in their sober and
comfortable winter garments as a protection from
tne pinching cold, frosty wind which blew in fitful
gusts down the thoroughfare1?. The organ was

pealing forth a chccrl'ul strain as the people filed
down tne aisles. There was a look or

KKNIGN IIAPPISRSS
on every face, and prior to the commencement, of
the services many u hearty Christina* greeting was

exchanged by those in neighboring pews. Altera
selection from the recently introduced new version
of the Psalms had been chanted by the congregation
the chair sang a concerted piece very effectively,
and the Rev. Dr. Armliagc, pastor of the church, de¬
livered a lei vent prayer, in which he alluded to the
many blessing* Which tlie.v had enjoyed Since they
were assembled on a similar dav. I»r. Arniitage
then announced the text.Matthew xxil., 4-.',
?.What think ye of Christ!' Whose Hon Is Jlo?M
and preached a masterly sermon. The reverend
gentleman seemed to be inspired by ihe occasion.
Ills words were

Adl.OW WITH SI.OqtTENCF.
and for nearly an hour he euehalnod tlte attention
of all his hearers, impressive as ho was iliroiigli-
out, he was especially so in Ills concluding remarks,
and every listener was visibly arr eted by the ear¬
nestness of Ills final appeal.

lie commenced by comparing man.bean tirul. per¬
fect, complete, organized within and without, every
liinb, every teature, every member or hts body per¬
fect: formed in the dust. 'complete In the imago or
<»od; created by (Sod's love; yet as unconscious or
his own creation as the clay out. of which he was
made until God breathes into his noslnU

TI1E 1SREATH OK I.tfH
and that power awakens the attntmtes or sensa-
Hon.to it splendid piece of mechanism, ma¬
thematically exact, ii)t't.,h;inic.tllv perfect, and
beauti ul in every reaped, Imt motionless,
devoid of sensation. and totally unconscious
of its own existence, until some artificial
power, is applied wlieti it will amfregate to itself t
Immense intlucncss and move with tremendous
force, plough through the ocean, plunge into a
mountain or sweep across a country. One breath
01 God's spirit aud the mind i<? man lias been in

rKRPKTIUli MOTION
ever since.it Has never stopped. Tills curious,
mysterious, ileatnless power is restless, ethereal,
divine. Its inception is the measure of a

span; Its coii*umm:iiion is the boundless Intinl'e.
with mind, Ms lowest formal* is that itw
babe m the manger is a lube, that one is one. that A
in A. Its highest fouuula Is Unit the child horn in
tho inauger is tlu* Mighty (lo« and the i'rluco ol'
Peace. "H'nat think .ve or the Christ? Wnose .Sou
Is Her" It win a matter of thought, and ihe thought
wns to know wh<> this Hems is. The reverend gen-
tieinun went ba.-k to tho time of Plato, the illus-
lrious pupil or (Socrates, four huudred years before
Christ, and said the enlightened ages or those
centuries stood upon the brink ol revealed truth,
Just as a child wit hout knowing it makes a play-
tiling or n prei'ious diamond, or a blind beggar
treads upon

a bi;i> of iio->i:<.
They kept thinking on uoiu day to day, iron) lemplc
to temple, from altar to altar, and yet they knew no
Uofl by wisdom. Ail, literature aim science
flo risked; the world vwis at peace, civilization was
as serene and clear as a sea or irlass: the world's ex-
pev'twu oy Ut'ioe. iuum held in* oieum -ilien

jems was born and sinoe that flay the intellect of
the globe has beou

LOOKINU TllHOCOH THAT STABLE DOOK
and bowing over that manger-cradle to catcb ibo
warm breath of the newborn. The question in thu
text agitated Palestine from bonier to border. The
universal reply was that Messiah was to lie (lie sou
of David, but the rejolnler, "If he was David's sou
how did David call nun Lord?" struck the Jews
dumb. Am there has never been a moment .-luce tlio
llrst Adam when the brain of his children ceased to
think, ho there has not been a throb ol the pulse or
the lick of a second In which the brain >i man has
not been «m the stretch to measure and comprehend
the la.il Aduin, and it Htill rings out.

TUJS Cli KIHTMAS 1»AY.
on the passing and into the coiiiIiik ages. His (the
preacher's) theme was Christ., who to-day took up
thought in every division, art In every school, archi¬
tecture in every style, poetry in every measure, his¬
tory in every page, song in every bar, intellect in
every Investigation, eloquence in every form and
worship id every taction. Christ comes out oI ever*
crucible all the brighter and more distinct. Gravi¬
tation had changed Its theories, but Christianity, as
the eeuireol'all moral gravitation, sinl draw all
men into it. Astronomy has often corrected Its
theories, bat the Sun of liightcouHiics- still goes on.
lie (the preacher) had no patience wiib a man who
Biieers away the question. The greatest thinkers or
all nations had been the humblest disciples. Kmr-
land's Milton, the world's greatest epic, satin datic-
ness singing a vision ot his own eyes of the Christ
111 subllineal strains; France's Penefon and

COLUMBIA'8 WASH IMiTON
had given their nest love to Christ. Sceptics, es¬
sayist*, reviewers, have a dagger lorChrisi, but each
m turn lias pierced ins own flesh, latcrary men
the world <iver eon toss that the ginvest question
presented Is put in the text, an>i tiuu It is maduess
to disregard it. Thu axe or sneering ai the claims
of Clirisi has passed away,

EXCKfT WITH FOOLS.
Kven Professor Scely In Ills "Keoe Homo" 1< equi¬
vocal, not daringly deilant. The reverend gentle¬
man theu reiened I u detail to the leading pi oposi-
lions in the nook named, re ining iliein, and also
l)r. Bushnoll's ratlouaiistic views; al'ler which lio
narrated the incidents attending Christ's birth, lite
and death, proving theiu to bo multiform proots ol
His Uodliead. It was a matter of Die ver.v highest
importance what a man Hunks about Christ, by
Dial thought he forms Ills action; that action forms
lilslli'c, and that lltu

HEALS HIS DESTINY.
The reverend gentleman closed his eloquent dis¬
course by a glowing appeal to a!i to take hold of the
Saviour; lo strip Him of the swaddling bands and
robe Him in the warm infections o.' tlieir hearts,
and in conclusion trusted that by the sweet, pre¬
cious, saving power of grace, and under its imlii-
ence, every heart ami every koiiI would be as merry
as the nierrlness or Christmas and the complete
love of Cod could make it.
Alter singing the doxology commencing "Glory

lie to Cod on high" the congregation dispersed, ex¬
changing merry Christmas greetings as ; ney p.iK-od
out.

ST. PAIRUK'S (Vl'HUMt IL.

Pontifical High 3Iim by Arrhbitbop .11 n-
riaakey-Nrrmou by Very Rev. Dr.
(Siarrn.Pnpul Benediction.
At St. Patrick's Cathedral yesterday ArcbblHhop

McClosKey celebrated I'outiflcal high hi.ih*, assisted
by Very Rev. Dr. Starrs, Vicar Oeucral; Kev.
Father McGean as Deacon, Rev. Dr. McSweeney as
Subdeacon, and Rev. Francis McNicrney as Muster

of Ceremonies. The attendance was verv nuiuerous,
every seat being occupied long before tnc com¬
mencement of the services. The choir of this church
rendered In a creditable manner the Mass by Man-
danici in a major. The principal parts were

Kyrie, chorus and terzetto; DunUntu Dens,
soprano solo, suug with much expres¬
sion by Madams Chome; OviSn fancfe

SlHrttu, grand chorus »f thirty-live voice*. Madame
Ohome, soprano; Mr*. Werner, alto; Mr. Greschel,
tenor; Mr. Sohst, basso; Mr. Henry Scliinltz, con¬

ductor, and Mr. Gustavus Schmitz, organist, jelntly
displayed line musical ability In their respective
parts, and contributed not a little to elevate the

801.EUN CHARACTER OF THE'SERVICES.
Very Rev. Dr. Starrs, V. G., preached a sermon ap¬

propriate to the occasion, an<l selected his text from
the Bccond chapter of St. Luke." And it came to
pass that in tnose days there went <>ut a decree from
Cesar Augustus, thai the whole world should be en¬
rolled," Ac. The reverend gentleman commenced
by alluding to the august occasion, and dilated at
some length upon

THK (IRANI) EXAMPLE
shown to mankind In the humble birih or the Sa¬
viour of the world, tie referred to the devotion of
this holy time :iad the contemplation of the lurani
Redeemer, who came among mankind poor und
humble and clothed lu the poorest garments. Uu
then adverted to the wonderful mystery which
marked the blrtli of the Saviour, and proceeded to
show that It was to save man from sin and perdition
thai He so debased Himself. The example was un¬
paralleled, and Hie lesson was worihy a long life
study. In fine, the reverend gentleman besought the
congregation to consider tne

WONDERS OP GOD'S AI3frCHTY POWER,
wisdom and goodne.ss which on earth lie had
wrought for the love of man, to have linn hope and
confidence in ills infinite power and mercy. At the
conclusion 01 tne reverend gentleman's sermon the
services were proceeded Willi. Archbishop McClos*
key gave the l'apal' benediction after mass. The
ceremonies terminated shortly after one o'clock;.

run <;»:K!titY runout imitaiss.

Tlio congregations that attend tlie German
churches have much need to rray that the scourge
of war be taken away hum tlieir brothers and
countrymen. At the church of the great
and good old St. Nicholas, the friend
and patron of all the little ones,
the usual masses of the day were celebrated. The
church was handsomely and profusely decorated, und

a little representation of the st'ible at Bethlehem
stood at one side of the main altar. At the Churen
of the Most Holy Redeemer, In Third street, there
was aiso a miniature representation of the Nativity,
an elaborate display of flowers, natural and artifi¬
cial, and numbers of van-colored l!glm. 'jne pious
congregations flocked to these churches at all the
masses, and no doubt many an earnest prayer went
np from a devout and aneulsuod heart that the Gmi
of Peace would send the olive branch to i lie
harassed nations. There was benediction of Hie
most holy sacrament after the last mass.

CUlHrH OF ST. VINCEYT KKSRtlt.

ChriHtuiM Celebration at the Temple of the
Dominican*. Nativity ®t the Saviour..Ser¬
mon by tbe itev. Father Turner.
At early dawn the elegant new church at the cor¬

ner of Sixty-Sixth street aud Lexington avenue was

yesterday crowded 10 the doors. Perhaps a more

impressive exhibition in honor of the great occa¬
sion could not auywherc have been seen
in the metropolis, illuminated by thousands
of cheerful lights, which lor a long tune

repelled the advances of smiling Aurora ; appro¬
priately decorated und fliled to overflowing by a

devout and earnest multitude, the holy cditice pre¬
sented an appearance such as ever makes the hely
festival

WELCOME TO THE FAITHFUL,
High milah was commenced at 11 vo o'clock, in tho
morning, and the grand ceremony was marked by
all the solemnity characteristic of tho Roman
Catholic Church. The hue choir, largely aug¬
mented by additional soloists, Interpreted the beau-
tilul selections with groat ability, ana when tho
joyful strains of the Adeste PtLteles burnt upon
the ear just as the bright and lovely day appeared,

a leeling of religious delight, Happiness and grati-
tilde pervaded the assemblage, men liowed to
prayer. For ft solemn spectacle on Christina*
morning it could not have beta surpassed. At
each succeeding mass the attendance was
enually largo, but it was not until tho
high mass, at hall-past ten o'clock:, that
the hanusome and spacious teuiplo ioakid to the
very oesi advantage. The altar was very tasteful tr
adorned and the cnecrful rays <1 the Suit shono
pleasantly through the grand Gothic windows, liar-
moniziog the variegated hues ot the numerous de¬
cant toilets displayed. The celebrant was the He v.
Father McUovern, while the itev. father hili.v offlc-
lilted as deacon, and the llev. Father
.Dunttc as sub deacon. A host of anoly*
ten and assistants surrounded the altar,
and when tho ceremonies wore begun the in¬
terior aspect of the buil'ung was imposing in the
extreme. Thu choral arrangements, under the di¬
rection of tho organut, Mr. Charles llauschel,
formed

A. MOST ATTRACTIVE >liTVRr,
of tho ceremonies, Uenerall's Hue mass iaG wa*
performed in a very creditable manner. The chorus
was excellent and the aoiolsts were unexccptiouably
good. The rendition of Gounod's ^toe arm by
Miss Fissett, soprano, at the offertory, was
especially good, having been given with ull
uie feeling aiid expression wiucli that neautiiui
composition requires. The other principal artists
were:.Miss Tracey, contralto: Mr. Prauzel, teuor,
and Mr. P. F. bullivan, baritone; assisted by Miss
i\ol:tn. soprano; Miss Moonun, contiaito; Mr.
Marshall, basso, and Mr. Philip liiuineiischeiu, violin
obllgaco. Kreutzcr's Verum whs most agree¬
ably sung by Miss Flssett, Mr. Franzel and Mr. hulli-
van. lu due, the musical portion of the services
reflected much credit upon the organist and Ills well-
trained assistants. At the termination of tun first
Go-pel (lie lie v. Father Turner preached an eloquent
Siiruion, taking nis text fr*iu the second chapter
ol the Gospel according to at. Luke and alluded to

THB CUE AT K \ AH HUB OP niJMlM'lV
which the saviour had show u to mankind. He re¬
ferred to the high price paid lor man's redemption,
and showed how it was incumbent upon all
to learn to be humble by contemplating the un¬
paralleled humility of tlieituiautJesus; to learn to i>e
poor in spirit in consideration ol Ills voluntary
poverty; to learn mortification and self-denial In
view or ills eunerlngs, which were all of Ills own
choice.

lu the evening the church was again crowded to
excc&j, Mijard't; VeweM woe periuiuied. me ulUvl

solo being allotted to the baritone, Mr. flnlltran, ,

whose line, mellow voice (11 1 it every Justice. Alto- .

gether the Christmas celebration ill St. Vincent
Ferrer's was solemn, appropriate ami Interesting.

BROOKLYN CHTJUCHES.
ri VTlOMll CHlllCH.

OliarrTancti of tbe VmtiTnl of tbe Nativity
at. Plymouth fimrrli.Kvergreenmt Flower*
nuil *oi«««.A Sermon ou the Joy-ProriNilng
Power of CbrlnllHuliy.
The Festival of tlio Nativity was celebrated In

Plymouth Church, yesterday with a latitudtnannulsia
t»r ritualism that would have shocked the early Puri¬
tans of Plymouth, although tbe service differed very
lilile from tUat of ordinary Sabbaths. Xhe monk
richly illuminated red-letter (lay of the cbarob wuh
marked by a special floral dccoratlou, and by anthem
and souk of appropriate mental and metrical har¬
mony. a Christinas tree, so tall that Its topmost
branches bid thu too* or MUs Morgan, the new con¬

tralto, aud other lemlniuo members ol the choir,
attracted tho eye immediately on entering tbe

church, and was an elegant hint that aft?r t lie sei".

vie® of the day Santa Claus oould put It to a good use

for suspending Christmas presents upon for the
children of the Sunday schoo.s. The Olive:, stand
had ilr tree branches so entwined around It da to

give a good representation of
A MALTESB OKOJ3,

and the minister's table had a stand upon It of dailc
green foliage, interspersed hera and there with
geraniums or a caruuue hue. Tho hor vice of sunn
was up .tied by the "Song of the Angels," an anthem
by Mr. Zundell, and which, for operatic effect, could
scarcely have been surpassed. One of the Choruses
was "trougly suggestive or the "Whisper chorus"
iu "Lea Brigands." Mr. ilockwood, la the tenoi
solos, and Miss Thursby, iu the soprano solos, dis¬
tinguished themselves, aud taking Into considera-
lion the zero condition ol' ihe atmosphere, may bo
said to be in excellent voice.

Hi lore tho sermon Mr. Bejcher had several an¬
nouncements to make, not the least Important of
which was the annual auction of the pews on tho
evening of the tint I'uesday In January. Attention
was called to the printed diagram of the pews of
the church, which were to be found distributed
liberally in tho pews, and to the desira¬
bility or those w.io intended to make any
Change taking them home with them to

study both price aud location. The usual auuual
reference to the newspaper criticism consequent on
l he sale was deferred until next Sunday. The text

selected was from the gospel of Saint Luke, It. ,

10-11:."And the angel said unto them, 'iear not,
for behold 1 bring you good tidings of great joy,
which fhall be to all people; for unto yon is burn this
day, in iho city of David, a Saviour, which is Curst
tbe iiord.' " Mr. Hoecher oegau the elucidation of
tue text, and the expansion ol the theme of his dis¬

course, which he designated "The Joy-producing
Po..erol Christiuniiy," with his usual careful reading
from his manuscript of a uumber of well constructed
sentences ou the universality or the observance of
Christ mas Day throughout the civilized world, and
then warming up to his subject ho burst into ex¬

temporaneous flashes or eloquent rhetoric, and
dealt with the suggestive thought that seemed M
arise so spontaneously as 10 the influence oi Chris¬
tianity upon the world. In answering the
question, "What is Christianity, Itself r" ne said
that historically and naturally cousideied
it was a 8> stem made up out of the life and teach-
in.' or Jesus Christ, that merely tens us where the
name came ironi. A larger study of It allowed It to
be a system developed by God, lniluenced aud de¬
signed by Cod to educate the mind of the race to its
luil capacity. The germs oi this Christianity were
wlili Christ, aim as tilusirativo and prophetic ot the
muallncss el' the beginning he had said Ills king¬
dom was not or this world. Christianity never wii?
so imperfect as when Christ lived. Men talked
about going back to the time of the Apostles. They
might as well talk abou* going

11ACK TO ACORNS
to find the best Umber I'or the building of ships. The
absorbing power ei Christianity to encompass all
that was worthy was illust rated ley tlie reference to
1'aiu's Epistle to the l'hiiipplans, aud tlie passage,
"Whatsoever things are pure, and whatsoever
things are true," &c. liut men answered to all Huh
about i :hristianiiy bringing jey into the world, and
said."li was all very wen lor these fllguty angels tc
talk about Joy, peace on earth aad good will to¬
ward men,'' but what did me Master
say:."1'ako up your cross and jullow
Me;" "In this world you shall bive
tribulations. "And then think of the crn-:l warn, the
persecutions, all in the name of Christianity," aald
totv. Weil, Christianity for all this was a joy; the
chastising influences, the periods of suffering. were
all trials aud periecting processes out of winch Joy
came. Mr. Boucher hero gavo a numl»er ol laminar
illustrations as delineatlve of this truth, among
which were the chiselling of the sculptor on the
block of stone; the housewife's cleanliness and neat¬
ness, the school period by which a blocknead was

TKAN.-KUKMEO INTO A (iKML'S.
It was the law ol the world that through suifering
should come perfection, and pain was Qod's mid¬
wife, which helps virtue into existence. No man
takes a cross upon nlm for mat which is spiritual.it
Is always for that which is animal. The cross is not
taken upon him for his love, for Ins laith, but upon
his pride, his passion or his lower nature. So Chris¬
tianity wives the promise that a higher or more

glorious future is before it, aud lie (Mv. Bcecner)
thought that ihe sun oi righteousness had gone as
far back in its course ol winter in the world us it was
likely to go, aud henceforth we should b.- getting
nearer and nearer to that glorious summer when
Christianity would snine on all the nations wuh a
mote resplendent brightness than it had ever shone
before. Kven ihe Christinas Day wits an emnlom of
tills, furthe st was the shortest day; but on tne
"r>th the tlrst. lock from the covering of darkness
had been won by the sun, and was brought back as

a trophy thai the sun li ul gone as tar towards tue
darkness ol the eays as it could go, aud that we had
commenced our annual return to the days ol ihe
rich and

RETOIiGENT SUMMER.
It they wished to see wuat Joy there was in Chris¬

tianity let thL-ni look at the writings of ihe Apostles.
The most lllustrtouts literature en the globe was
that winch had been written by the outcast Apos-
ties, Cod's vagabonds of the earth.
Tne sermon was closed with a reference to the

hardness of the old times, hundreds of years ago,
and iltiv years ago, aud to the Joys and privileges of
l.he present, and the thankfulness we ought to feel
lu this lestlve season of the year for the joys aud
privileges with which we were surrounded.

fHllMH 01' ST. liliftLES BOUKOUCO,
BU00KLV9.

<«riutd IJitfli Slaw.Smnon by the Kcv. Mr.
itunayoi*) s. J.

The Chuiuh of St. Charles Borromeo was crowdeA
yesterday morning at Halt-past ten o'clock. Tiiero
was a grand high mas-<, aud in addition to the ordi¬
nary choir the services of a wind and string band
were secured. The music went effectively.
The altar decoration* consisted or flowers, ever¬

greens and numerous lights, while the pillars and
walls of tne handsome and spacious church were

wreathed in an appropriate manner. The congrega¬
tion numbered among it several of the elite oC
Brooklyn Catholic aoclety. Many rrotestants and
dissenters were also present, attracted, no doubt, by

a desire to witness the solommty with which Catho¬
lic® celebrate and honor the great festival of O.'irlst-
mas. At. the Gospel the lie v. Mr. Ronayue,
P, J., of St. l'rancls Xavler's church, Row York,
prwhed, inking Ills text fiom that part of tiic
sacred vulumo which records the birth of onr Ulvlne
Redeemer in the matter at Bethlehem."Olory be
to (. 'id on high, and on earth pcace to men o(
g.i.»d will." The reverend gentleman, who was

frequently inaudible in the progress ol his discourse,
Isweiing >!is roise at the ends of sentences, ot>-
s?rved til at ine la-t words of the Gospel of this day
were words by which :be augols signified to the world

i he great event which to-day they celebrated. They
were words aver sounding and repeated in every
Canst ian country to-day b.y faithful folds. There
was
JOY R KIGN'INl! TIIKOlTt.H HE W1J0LB CHRISTIAN

WORM).
Men tried lo share iu this universal Joy. There

were men among them who were not perfectly con¬
scious of the real power and source of this Christian
Joy. They came in contact with men who were ani¬
mated wild a spirit of coldness, und who, ut this
Christmas season, evinced motives that are not re¬
ligious. They made use of the Joy whlcn the Christ¬
mas season proclaimed to too world as 11 It were a
national joy.as if Christmas could bo called a na¬
tional anniversary. They studied only what pleased
their (tenses, what amused them; but the great mass

of Ciirtstlans through the world had no such motive.
They went deeper into

i'HK sounds AND CAUSES OK THIS JOT.
Tiie I'hnsliati Catholic lalth was tue ultimate

cause of their joy. Instinctively and witnout reflec¬
tion this Joy came iortu irom the depth of their
hearts, 'ihere were many sacred memories con
nectod wltn that joy.tiic memories «f l»oo years,
and it came home to the true Christian heart
through

THK INSTRUMENTALITY OP FAITH.
They tried to irtve expression to faith and jjood

wilt in the spirit of the t.'ainollo Church; ami of all
these who were true Christians and Catuolics he
asked to come to-day and kneel bslore tlicir Divine
saviour, aud that they inisht do this the ui to eflee-


