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ISTMAS.

P e

Churchly Commemoration of
the Coming of Christ.

i ————— A

PEACE ON EARTH, GOOD WILL TO MEN,

A S

e —

Songs of Love and Adoration---Sermons
Jull of Counsel and Admonition.

Handsome Decorations—Delightinl Musio—
Eloquent Discourses,

Relizions Observanee of the Pestival in the
NMetropolis und Elsewhere,

——

The great festival of Christlamity—Uhr gtmas—
wus honored yestorday with all the pomp, clrenm-
stance and surronndings that conld add brillianey
endl benuty to the houses of divins worships  When
St braden tongue of elamorous te™ anoonnceed
the arrivild of day chimes of joyful notes rang out
upon the alr, annonnems to the world the *glad
Ldings of groat joy" which were hrought thew,

In all the churches the gilts of pature in gowers
and evergreons added to the arilstie areay of lights,
and acoompanled by songs of Joy and pralse, gave
il expression w0 the glianess of the Chris-
tinn  hearts, It may be  safely  sald  tlas
the fesilval was more umversaly rellglously
henored yeaterday thau it hos been
g0 many years, The churched were more pume-
rously attended, tho services, [ possible, more
polemn, th - sermons piore foeciie and the  geoeral
observauce Imore appropriate.  Below  will be
found reports of the services aml serinons, whicn are
somewhatout of the ordinary run, aml will be fonnd
W be both Interesiing anid instroctive,

CHURCH OF ALL STULS,
A Christmas Scruon by the Rev, Dr. Bel-
lews—Popery nud Pagupism—An loterview

Between Our Lord und the Pope,

A ‘mshionable congregation gatiwered yestorday
moroing at this temple of Bberal Christtonity, who
were bent on hearing a Christimas serawn, A morry
OUnristmas ! What o boight Christmns morning |
Such were the greetings (et passed belween those
who met at the chiarch doors, and when these excla-
wativns emanated from the femaie owoner of o paly
of pright eyves, a mosical voloe and s countenance
veaming with youtlh and beaoty, It warmed the
beart of the youthful gallant (we soppose the case)
1o whom It was addressed  aod made him think that
1L was 4 bright Chrlstmas morniog indeed,

The pastor ol the cnareh—the Rev. Dr. Bellows—i3
the possessor of o highly inteliigent countenapie,
which Bespeaks the sympathy of his hearers, and he
wecms to have all the qualifcations and aciqulrements
that make & popular preacher. s elognence 18 of
the Dighest orded and fews with case and natural
ness, He

NEVER AIM8 AT SENSATION,
bt rivers the atteution of the congregation by hie
quiet carncsiness and  faultiess clocution.  Toe
theme of bls interesuing digscourse wus bused on
Luke, 1%, vuL—Nevertheless, when 1he Sop
of Man cometh shall He find fanth on
carti,™  He  began  thusi—It  secms  probable
that the  Apostles and their Immediate
pucecssors really expected that Jesus Christ wonld
soon return to the carth, to judge the world and 1o
etabiish a wisible Kingdow, But learped and
troug hinl men, as a rule, have long ago nbandousd
this fantestic expectation gs notin accoraance with
tne general plan of God’s providence, More and
more has v appeared ihat the Gospel was designed
by God, 118 autber, to work siowly and by warious
methods—naotin the erection ol & Wlmmphant estay
ushent eaded “the Chure by nob i the g e
on and
DEIFICATION OF TIIE NAME OF CHRIST;

but in the mierest aml service of bumanity aad the
bt provelsenl of the race in ieligence, virtue and
happiness. 1o is by putling everyibing in 4 pew
hyghit, vontinued the speaker, adding new motives
s new meanngs o all tee permanent effices aud
negessities of huwan e, that Chrlspanity slowly
and survely clevates, colarges and transierms the
earth and s peoples Bring au average heathen g
an avernge Christian wogeiner ab the gates ol the
Hellespont, where Curlstlanity and hewthenlsm sl
stk opposed, aml place befode them a Clreassian
sluve,  Whut 15 16 thish each sees as he looss upon
e Lman eregiure ex posed 0 e siave market ¥
Thupk God st wo cannot to-day ind an lpsnce
nearer hotme | e eathen seed pnothiug snocking 1o
JULLILEE RS Amage of God 1p lor s, She s no
mage of God o bim.  Bie 18 tair 1o sed, and wil
oL some turbaiéd merchant take ber wan indo-
lewt ho Insury and plep=ure and make her fod
Ploytiingy Hat wiat 8 the Cldstian thinking of as
be stands cluse by her sule @ Here, beneati all shuat
tlis prutal, biinded | hen gees, beneath this
Blusiing 14 These o lumbs, 1s o hutnan sonl,a
mornl and FHnal Betng, & oDl of God, a possibie
ihhseiple of Uhrist, ¥ fooan exXiiit the transior
tlon of humanily doder Chrnstian influencs mors
than the revolution of sentime i TespEel W the
thoof every humoan being, independent of
roler anus vlime r Sepposig (e drean of
the Sceend Adveutists reallzed o the

ACITAL PRRSONAT, APPEARANCE OF JESUS (HRIST,
on s s ehieen  hamdrsd  and  sevenueih
Lirthday, here upon the earth o answer His
WWn gaestion, “When the Son of Man coineth
shall He fnd foih on earth?”  What would be
Mis verdictr lmagine B cailing in person 1o-
day al 81, Peter’s, ln fome, voon the Holy FPather.
e would tod D Who elkims to-bo D2 ol
vepresentntive aod Viear on ¢arth barne high on the
shioulders of men 1o bis sacied Calr, wnld a proces-
Klon Gl prdests Chud in pargde, with o graod aopd gor-

rue wi
X, Up

:ﬂaﬂcyﬂﬂmm'&l born & babe in Bothle-
L

THE AWEDENBORGIAN CIURCH.

A i o B

Mormen by Reve Chawncey Gllew=(God®
Friendship for Poor Humanity ns Shown in
the Creation—CUhrist’s Invnruntien nnd infi-
pite Love for Fallen Mon,

The followers of Emanuel Swedenhorg, and
many others, yesterday morning crewded the Taker-
nacle, o Thirty-Nih street, near Lexington avenue,
to listen to the Chrisimas services of the pastor, Rev,
Chauncey Glles, The church was plalnly but 1asie-
fully decorated with evergrecns, aud the congregas
Hon lu attendance was quite 1irge,  'The pastor ook
Jor s text Luke 1., 10 and 11— Bebold 1 bring you
ood tidings ol great Joy, wiieh shall be to all peo-
ple; for unto you 18 born this day, In the city
-of David, u Savionr, whieh s Chrlgs the Lord." In
these words the angels announced to

THE AWED AND THEMUBLING SHEPITERDS

the grandest event In hmman nistory—tue coming of

Jeliovah on the oarth.  The fulness of time had

vome; the goal of all prophecy was reached; the

preparation of the ages now culminated ina com-
plets work; the divine became cmbodied in the hu-
mang the Alpha became the Omegn. the st bo-
came the last; the end of thd Lord's descent into
niture and ultimate form wias reachied,  Man had
falicn to the lowest deep from the helghts of ns
perfeetion; the Lord had now come to im to resens

Bt from the hands of his encmies, and to lead hin

bk o Himsell, The erisls s past,  Henceforth

throughout coming thne poor, wandering, ensumved,
dylig humanlty 15 W begin the ascent.  Ils deaa
faculries, lke the

DY BONES IN THR PROVART'S

vigion, begin to stir; the walls of his prison begin to

criumble; his chams foose their okl upon him;

Hght beglns to vigie Lis sightless eyes, The whole

pody of humurlty lay ke one whose

LIFE 13 TREMBLING IN THE BALANCE,

golng, coming, Autiering, fding, reviving; the Lord
Came 0 the eritical moment and put into the scale
of e the preponderating fuence.  When the
saw that help was provided, that man was saved,
there was occasion lor them o make ull heavea
slug with hatlelujans of glory to God in the bgh-
esl, and on earth peace and good will o men,

The speaker dwelt elogquently upon

. THE LORD'S INCARNATION,

Thie Lovd 18 love and wisdom (el [t 18 the ni-
ture of love to greate; it 1s the source of all powuer;
11 ks pure vital force (t8ell; 16 i aeuve, Irrepressible
and symballzed In those invisible and weightless
agents which fow throngh apd move to action all
material things, Love does pet act al randou; it
has & purpose, an end; 1t 13 an essential element of
{ts yature Lo become cmbodied in something out of
and distinet from 1tself, that 1t may give lwself to
othiers to be their own—to hold, to have, to enjoy.
e Lord consequently hias embodied kimself 1o the
creation,  The mwaterial universe 18 18 love and His
thongius embodled m form, * * The Lord 15
Wil sl beting the visible worlds.  Light 18

115 SHINING ROBES,

the gtars are the brilliant gems 1o 18 folds, the earths

are the fine threads of wiich 1t is woven, tae suns

are tlhie vell of His face, and thewr light the glory of

His wisdom snining throngh. ‘Fne Lord has ulwu{s

been in the ercatton. He canno® be separated from it,
he pastor beautitully traced the creation of

plants, vegetables, &¢., and sbowed thil, commenc-

Ing with the lowest, God ended the creation with

wan, made in s own Gimage; He gave hun a bigher

aud more nople form, endowed him with
A RATIONAL MIND,

and gave him n higher form of freedom,  Man 1= the
temple in which He awells, and man 18 the falt-st
exprosgion of whe Divine character.  Diverting elo-
quently upon the preparations made by the Creator
for man's wants, the mimister declared thut the
Lort d1d all for man that He could do to prevent his
fall, to howl Wim up, He met him fee to ee at
every ste lfs departure from Him. He restrained
him, He watehed uver iim, He left noth undoene
wiiel Infinive love could suggest and inlinite wis-
dom conid executo,  He came according to all the
metlieds of His working; 1t wis the calmination of
wl:-..: He had Leen dolng Irom the creation, aud
this is

THE KRV TO TIIS GREAT MYSTERY
of God coming n the Aesb.  The Lord comes down
1o min's lavel; He stands side by side with han; He
comes out from the interfor and invisible dwelling
pince tw man's senses; He walks with him, talks
with blm: Ile cats, drnks, labors and suffers with
bim; cares disenses, makes the lame to walk, and
by 80 dolng galng recogmition and gete embodied in
bistory and in human thonght; He makes tius
fallen hwman nature which He bas assumed

THE GRAND BATTLE FIELD OF THE UNIVERSE.

In this human nature He stood between man snd
his enemiles; Hestepped 10 the front of the battle,
and, ke David, with the smooth stones of His own
divine tenth, Be siote the Goliath of man's spiritual
enemles. Thus He restored man to spiritnal
frecdom, Bur He was doing another work —
Pe wus Fluﬂl}‘ll’lg the human nature which He
assumed Ly weins of Mary, The human nature,
the son, was becoming ons with the Idvine nature,
Ao gPutber, Thus the great  event announced in
the words of the text, while it marks the turning
pertod 1o buman hi<tory, and 12 the Anal efect of
the divine love aad wisdem, s taken out of time
and space, and becomes an elernal truth, As we
contew plate the grand event we can nccept it as
irae,  Tnere will never come u period in the history
of any crented soul who weknowledges the Lord,
when he cangot take up the words of the angel and
By to every other soul, “Behold 1 bring yoo good
Heligs of great Joy, which shall be to all people.
For unta you 18 born thisday in the ctly of David a
Suvivar, woich 18 Christ the Lord.

ST, JOSLPIPS CHURCR.

Sevmon by the Rev. Pather Clancy.

The hundsome churei op SIXth avenue under the
pastoral enre of Father Farcell looked very bright
yesterday,  Ou the high altir was placod o gtatoe of
the Virgin, surronnded by pencll jeis ol gas, There
were flowers ant evergreens. Above the colunns
embowering the aliar was the motto, In evergreens,
WGlory ve to God on el and arounod the galleries,
in the same material, was written the angels’ warn.

passions are cooled down, nnt!l they am old; bot
who can tell thus the snows of age will cool
they muy nob

furnaee of aud that at lest
be called away 1o the mulst of o revel wilhoul 5o
much ad & Randwritiug on the wallr  But Gl

:llllmlrlgl. He walta long uud patiently for s debis;
KO BANKRDPTOY BETWEEN GOD AND MAN.

8o this day, thongh one of mirth, hecomes oue of
thoaght us we grow older, 1 1 & milestoue on the
roud ol 11fe, brings back the shadow ef absent
fricnds, of the faces of the dead; 1t Lells us we are
growing old und pasaing away, and, with our feet
planted 1 the slufting ssends of time, we sk,
“Whituer are we drifting ?"'—to an eternh: ol kap-
piness or one of migery, Let us humble ourselve

geciure nob only that, but, trough His grace, o
nappy New Year.

ST, FHERESA'S ROMAN CATHILIC CHURCH.

Impressive  Services=Eloguent Dinconrse of
KHev, Futher Flattery —=Splendid Defenve of

the Pope?s Temporad Peower—A Shet ot

can mave til the wiil snbmies to God's will. 1t 18 glad
news, for it shows how deep (1oa i4 Intercsted In us,
God 80 loved the world tnﬁh& give his only begols
ten son to die for ua,  This 18 tho grace we need; it
s the Jove we crave, ‘The heart

to this revo in  the nesh,
He dwelt at le and with the cogency of irre-
slstible argument, on thig point, and then proceeded
to consider the liberty which the Goapel brings to
wen sod to all people.  There was no human ik
ter 1o religlon. *Judge ¥e not your own seives
what Is truth ' Christ allows no human anthoriry

over e, No priest or prelato or King hos
n right over conselence. Somo nations are seelng
this truth of God.  The demand 1s, separate religion
1rom the State and comumit i W the people.  Why, if
Christ b of the Banhedrim

therefore, pefore thut tumnla crib, aud we shall (in g come under suthori

that a8 K13 small volee commands the Hewvens and | He could have spoken no glad tdings, To-tlay,
the Karth, se will onr Lnble prayers be magnified | then, we will join in the anthem of Heaven:—*Glory
in the sight of the Lord, ‘I'icn shnll we be flled with | to God in tne i on earth peace, aod Goil's
@ pure and hely Joy, Aud when you wish s meriy, good will to men.” in return for these Gospel
morey Christmas, s maxims, o Zotowed, wil | td he u that they shounld devote Iife answ

Lugs rged
to the service of **Hun whe, though rich, yet for oar
sakesd became poor, that we, through b verty,
n}lggél}a&;wh." a‘ltkl:_n in Inlt.'ls and‘ﬂnm; rich In mﬂ
b grice of God, Ours the duoty to make
118 Gospel glad tdings to all people, y

The sermon, of wiich the above 18 only a very
mengre gbstract, was lstened to with the most
carnest attentlon. The exereises clesed with prayer,
singing the Doxology, and benediction, Scattered
about in the pews were printed announcements of

Frocmasons,

Tue lmposing Catholle edifice corner of Rutgers |
aud Henry strents, knowi as St Theresa’s, of which |
Itev, Jumes Boyee s pastor, was thronged at all the ]
musses yosterday, At hulf-past ten o'clogk the ser-
vices were particularly fmpre ssive, a solemn high
dss belng oflered ap, ey, Father Boyeo acting a3
colebraut, Rev. Father Vitalian as doacon, Hev.
Father Hogan a8 sub-deacon awd Rev, Father Me-
Cuuley ws master of cercmonies, The high aiter
was begutifully decorated with a cholee selection of
naturak fowers, while the pillars and galleries were
tastefully wreathed In evergreens, St Theresa's
church bas probably one of the most select congre-
gations in the city, and the nitendance at late ser-
viees yesterday was plghly respectable and faskion- |
able, The musie woas under the charge of Mr, J. E.
Gleason, the talenwed organist of the chureh, and
was conducted with el artistne abllity.

After the first Gospel, Rev, Father Flattery us-
cended the altar anid dolivered o most limpressive
and eloquent discourse on the toplcs suggestivo of
the great fesaval of Chivlstmas.  Tois gentleman had
achieved a high reputation as an orator, as well as
being o most accemplished schoiar, and his dis-
eonrae yesteraay guve full evidence that this reputa-
{lon has not been overestimated, After dilating at
length upon the prominent topics suggestive of the
great festival he glided Into soma
PEAUVIFULLY POINTED REMARKS
A8 to the Mapacy and it temporalities, Mo stigms-
ttzed in scathing eloquence the vandul sttack which
bad been made upon Rome by Vietor Emmanuel,
ealling hun the Iered of the nneteenth eentury,
and prophesied that wll dynasties which interfercd

with the rights of the Ponulr would nevitably
end i destruction and  decay. Ile also con-
trasted  the condltgon  of  Rome anterior o
1ts  capture by Victor FEmmanual and the
aspect of Lthat city at presept. Now the tramp of the
war horse, and the blasphiemons tougue of o ribald
and leentions soldiery had taken the place of the |
mutln song and by beantful chaptings of the
Ave Mariga, Fatker Flattery logically proved the
audacity of the awtempt Lo rob tie Pops of his tem-
trm\l dominions, and rewarked that the tabhan
Lng's acton was open as much to condemnativn
us that of any Individoal who

JUMPED UPON THE ALTAR

from which the reverend gentloman wae spoaking
aud stole therefrom scime of the ornaments whick
had becn given to decorate the house of God by
some memver of the parish, 1o the discourse of
Father Fiateery he alse condemned Freemasonry
m bitter terms, and drew o vivid pletine of the
calomities walch It entalled gpon Catholies, par-
tienlarly at the hour of death, No more despondent
or despiuiring dylng sinner was thece to be lonnd
thien the Catholle Muson, aod no

MORE DIFFIOULY TASK

had the priest to perfori than to prepare that indi-
viduad 0 meet I8 God afier renouncing Masonry
and dispel frem his mind those DUrrowing sepsa-
tiens, Tne reverend gentlemau contiuded a moss
unpressive sermon by exniorting his hearers to enter
into the spiric of Bethlchem, and then they ought
henrtily exclalm, “Glory to God on high and pesce
on earih to men of good wiil

The services were then procecded with and did
noi conclude until alter oné oelock, holemn vis-
pers took place af fowd o'eleck Lo the witernoon.

NEW ENGLAND CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH.

Christmias Sermon by Rev. Merrill Richard-
son=—Tbe Light and Benutiful Phases of the
Minsion of Christ=Glnd Tidings of Great
Joy te All.

That glsddest thme of all the year—Christas
Divy—found In no church in the eity more utting or
tastelnl commemoration than in the New England
chureh, ¢ ruer of Madison avenue and Forty-seventh
streel,  Evergreen and doral decorations mingled
thelr dark aod rich cmerald hues with the most del-
leate tints of e parest fowers,  Albout tie pulpt
and the organ

THE FLOBAL DISPLAY
wis 0 most henuteons and cowplete parterre, and
the sweet incense of their delielous perfumes ime-
parted o most grateful Iragrance to the whole ex-
pansive interior of the sacred edificee. These fow-
era were most artistoally wronght into bouguets,
paskets and wreaths, and evigeed in thelr extont
and arrsngement (ke wodt ehneimiog groce as well
as profuseness.  As usual, thero was o

CEOWDED CHURCH,
unky  yesterday morning Ut
stunding  the antense  cold  and

wis, notwitl-
eakly oedily-

Kid Wiie  the

g to the shepherds, “Por this day is born 10 you &
Saviour, who s Ulrist the Lord.t The congroga
non was of the ]
BOLID MIDDLE OLASS,
and was not wanting in bright, happy faoes
goinfortable, well-to-do exterior. The mass sucy
wiis oue never before performed 1o this couutrs. o |
s urranged for four voloes, aud 8 the composition |

i |

of Signor  Tiberio  Noatalueck, It abounds  n
peantles, nod g perlaps, much of  the g
motte kKind wow much In vogue. Toe Gloria

15 prweriul, and gives some tue oppertanities w the
bass and soprano,  The Kt ionenatusia 4 very
aweel soprano £olo, sung with telling cffect by Mme,

EEOUS AUTHY OF ecclestagticsl pomp, witl inecnse
siuoking and thouspads of people prostrate as he-
fore a4 coming God; and as he puls on s tripie
Crow i, sparkiing with dinmonds, et
THE SALARESE IN HIS JEWISH CABARDINE,

WIth naked feet and bars head, walk up to the grand
aitar where His real hood and vedy are about Lo be
eaten and drank, and lold o pubile conierence
with s alleged Viear oo the cowdition wnd pros-
pects of hia religion o the werid. What wili the
Yepe =ay aboul *the futh on earii” which his
Invline Master (s (u queal of*  He must needs com-
pludn that Bs estates, his power and induence had
dwindled =imee the triwuphant day fer the Church
when the Pontlt’s fool wis on the neck of kings,
umill one of the secoud rate wenarchs, the King of
Tutly, was sirong wugh to deive num ond of the

Bl reronant  of A temiborad  domimion
wid  stuat himo onp io a mule sguare in the Leoiine
Uitye  Selaehow—uge must needs say  under the

Jjuspiration  of the devi--anen bad get b Into
vieir wicked leads that Church and Stale ware very
wanch i uach clher's way wod must be divorecd,
Bomcenhow e world had cowe W he ufkuous
conelus-ton it the Ciarch was sinply @ Chiurek
HOMAN ASD NOT UNIVEREAL,
and so had profancly rejused to coateriatn the #xcla-
Flyve vighi of b= anfallipiiey, and thiat 1o copse-
gueney Protestauti=g had sprung ap; that
THIS WHETCHED ANTICHRIST
had already aboilshed Kiogs wind popes, oroers of
pobility and rights ol pritiegapiture i Awericn,
und was inst spreading 1ts social and  politics] here-
site over Lurope and Ase  His excommuomeations,
bufore whiglh elnpererd nnce wrembieil, withent power
fr i W weil tagght ebiid; Ris dectaration of i
fwinbiiny, e lnpghter of Christendom. Is not the
Vicar of Chnst Aound 10 say to his great Orgnal
Lhat pis sntuence 18 feliing Lo ehe workl; that ““the
faten® 15 1 decay aod Croe dburen' oo rainst
Wonld Jesus Chrlss believe hioed Lot the Son ol
Man turn rom Khis great
BEFRES ENTATIVE OF CMGEUH MULLINERY
ta the people fur whemn He dled. Lot bim call the
pations o s sacred  foet-a bundrad mililon
~oE—with Lie open Bitle i thoelr Lands ond hearts:
nay, 8t e
COMMON 00013 OF ANBRICA
wuthar arolnd His radiani a0, the inteligent,
cuesttnl enlightenes! fades of the myrinds who conld
repeat Lhe dan faets of Hig own [ustory, te Lord's
Frayer, the tabie obcontmnandments, and Wwho know
ne gutercaphy of the Holy Land and 1he bisiory of
privsiridden sopnuries | Let wl this be presenied Lo
ot monoof Man o8 e ofset, & vindwanon of His
valise, dgainst Jhe ellcial doulis nmi
ALANME OF THE FAFACY.
Warid not Jesas Ohrst agy, Now s the Sun of Maa
gloried; He i tound Ladin onp bhe FEoarth on diis
Gomlng?  Awerics s mong Clrstian vallons wihint
e Jews we Mo e Pre-Unrstian Larions,
Awerican Christinniey ey L#ve heel DRITOW, ntod-
INE Iove Lght, tul 1E wes puge Jom Lo wtart, and
it had @ virgin pomisphere o start i What reli-
J00 We bave In Anieriea we mean shadl be practieal,
fe want our Christiauity i our pearts aud lives,
our tade mud comaioree, L our polilics and plia-
surca, The English @hurch, so v dnd mohie av
one eid, 80 gupuratitdons and beatben ab e othvr,
the Roman Churcl, o pagan 1u what 16 deems ifs
yuost Chrigtian pare, but Uhristian only i6 UE gool
works apd sta love of the r—Lhsse wre siriying
1o regist or supplant the natiye CLristianity of the
Jand; but theli etorts will ot avidl. .
{16 Teverend genueman concinded with this hieds.
g~ God biess the iffe Dl commnnicales fikelf

AR Al frou Mm who UME dor GlEWaR AN

Martlnez,  The Sanches—partcularly the  secoid
part, “Hosanna in Kxcelsist'—1is very exqalsite, bot
light and almost dunoe musle. M. Martinez did
il justioe te the orgun sccompaniment. Father
Farreil was JUgn prigst, sod the sermon was

preached by the Rev, Fathor Clancy., He first al-
lended  to the  collection  sbout te be made,
and  prennsed  that  pll  the collecaons  taken
yesterduy in the diocese were lor the erphans. Bt
Joseph's congregatton had done I8 duty nooly.
Tiere 15 someiting o the name of orphsn which
touches every father and molher, and at this hapy,

tHoe jew could farn away (rom  the  orphan’s
peed. 1t eltéen  requires pecullar  discriml-
nutlolt o kuew ol what  object our
charity stould ne bestewed,  Individual charity
ulien works more harin than good, ler at tines it
serves but o foster vice and encourage Idjeness, In
this Instance the case 18 Teyersed, You take the
erphans from the haunts of vice and crime aud
fegelt them the scerel of labor, thelr duty to man
et whelr duty e God, The rext wasd lrom the
wpstle of the day, “0ur Savionr came Lo 1each us te
sel aside Dopiely, that we may lve Justly oandg
thoughitully and possess the long-expecied nope.™

PIETY

means charity,  Orvigmally it deooted only the affec-
tiom whieh elnbdven =hopld have for Wer parents;
Buw 1i 18 the Jove whleh we espress o e grost
God, bt ow we we e distlngulsh betwesn
the pious  and  the  luplous? Wwhal s the
true meaning of fiml piety r We cannot manage
ol dislikes as woe please.  Should you ask u chid
If the jieduiug ol the convpaudment whien lebs
Iim to honor Bis father amd RS wother bs that he
altonld dod s hat when he nests them, even the
il will faugh anyou. No. When we say houor
W e love nud duty and obedience.

MEN AltE OLUER CHILDIREN,
Ll dbelr duty s the sameto God. The preadher
then related the paruble of the (wo sous—ihe one
who promises 1o obey aud (alls Wdo so; the other
who gruifly refuses, but foaly repents and does
N ol father’s Wil Cheist beatufully d=Rs, “Winch
14 the perter one . The love of the one 18 ooly &
sonthoental one, with Lhe real forve to carry his
love to practice, the other Jetumg it beat aubegrd
against s tral sentiment antil sodecper theugit
calls furil bis sense of duty and filial love.  Hoe was
Lo Intter one. S0 With
OUR MEAVENLY FATHER

It 18 “not those who oy Lord ! Lord | shall be
g ved, bt thost wio do e will of my Fatoer who
I8 I Heaven.™

This ey oot fppear t have much o eommon
| owith the grewl estval we celabrate, but 1t s, For
onur Grst gy 2s w eve aond honer Him who was
Lot 1005 day i the lowiy manger at DBeculehem.
We rectil and re-read that jovely story of the shep-
Jieris nied the xngels.  Woe strew aronnd the palm a8
i owe cxpeciod Wis coming sgulo,  We gnaich a juy
jepm the dying moments of the  pREENE Foar,
ittty dpgers deek 11s temple, and we give

PN MEALIHY CHARITY
4 1t from ony stere,  But the best offering yon
el take 18 0 show by your love and by your lhe
low you appreciate all de nas done for yon. He
came to redeem the werld Jrom €in, te mediite and
explate Do us, Let the siolul amoeng us. tien, e
to M How meny will answer il asked to repent,
“1DONST FEEL LIKE 1 TO-DAY!"

From to-duy they deler. Expostuiate with them
Ard tieey will adimle il will el yeu Lhey ean't
heip 1, tustness standing 1 soclely of aome olRer

| sccomphishied organist, playen an exouisite yolun

| pross e, Whoy with ali there modern lberality and pro-

ing  winls, more than  wsul,

congregation were coming in Mr. MeRae, the

LAry ol the orgau—u Hvely and almost merry ploce |
of fuusio, which Lo play on any day bt this merey
ik prRary wonbd scem, especinlly to New England

fr siveiess, ave st some old Puritan notions of
e luw Banuctily chinging to them, st once highly
Vs ppropeiate to the solemn sanetity of the Sabbach,
Wonet posiuvely sacriieglous.  But e wias deemod
wllogether appropriate to this occaston.  Mere snb-
ded, bul st breathing o st akin o the sime
seatbent of heartfelt delleht, wad the anthem
sk | ouhe Hecald Angels Siog,"” sung by the ehotr.
1L Wad most superbly ceéndered by Miss Mosher
BUstaling the soprano pari, ilis4 Macomber the
alto, My, Alain the tenor and Mr. Frauener the bass,
Fuollowing this were reading the Scriptures and sing-
Ing by thee congreégation, wie sing with a “down
East’! enthvsiasin that 18 at ence geaudiy worship-
tul wnd wapiring,  Before commencing to deliyer
THE BERMON
Rev. Merrill [dehardson annouancad that in the
evening ne would exchange puipits with Rev, Dr.
A P Pnompson, of the Broadway Taberuache, and |
preach i the latter chureh, and Uint on next sun-
day moraing he would preach a New Year ser-
mon.'' HIS  sermon  yesterday was o Christ.
mas  sermon,'  aml &  rarély  ciegquent  dis-
conrse 16 was—replele  with  all  his  accos.
tomed  impassioned  style and  coplous  energy
of  argument apd Adlustration,  His o lext was
Luke i, 20—>Bebold, | bring you glad tuings of
groad joy, which shak be 1o ail people.”  The pirtn
ol Uhrist, he began, was announced by angeis, The
news spread throogh the reabms of bhss, amd jn-
splred o new solng of prawse,  Afer an eloguent
exXuniiuim, orging that upon lhs day, in comme-
morntion of the uirth of Curist, they snould congider
these gina tdings, his free point was that any
puthente news (rom tho other workl 18 of momens
tous inlerest o oinen, Is there s Hle beyood thils
Jitey  What I8 16 and how s i relnted o ouar lile
here?

BEFORE © HERIST'S ADVENT
oraeles were copsulied and VRrous means used to
obtain some clear volce from belind the veil, ‘e
Binte, 10 substange, is done fooour day. [, Low,
God stiould speak by o Mving vowe, what tdings
conld be of e juteresty Let the whole dume ol
pignt oe lightod np, aud Jts brightest st guide the
suepheras 10 1he spotl These TN are antheniic.
They speak o the reason aml the Dedrt, aod they o
are glad  tidings,  Chey  teli o us o that  God 18
good and s mercy 18 plenuiful  unto il
This Goespel teaches no Hmited atonement or pur-
il grace. It reveals God as sature reveals Him,
giving tue Sun aud the raim allke to all wen, A
special evidence wileh Christ gave that e came

u course of selennfle lectures on Crea’ion,” by the
pasior, on the Frida e“ulurﬂ of next month, at the
chareh, A ripe amd rare seholar, having few equals
u this country, there can be no doubt of the highly
l?:ﬂl’ﬁ;‘:lﬂﬂ churacter of these lectures and of & lurge
atlen ue,

(HURCH OF THE MESSIAM.
— et A0,
The Mission and Exact Positlon of Christ=—
Sermon by the Reve Mr. Hepworth.

This now lavorite resort of the fashiouable chareh-
gotrs of Murray il was crowded yesterday as
usuil, by n congregution apparently as zemlous and
devout as one coald wish for, Mr. Iepworlh's
text was taken from Matthew xvi, 13:—“Whom o
men say that 1, the Son of Man, am ™ He began
by saying tnat the questlon which Christ put to his
disciples so0 long ago men have been putting to
ench other ever glnoe. 1t was hard for those who
looked the carpenter’s son in the face and talked
with him to b lieve that be was anything more than
an ordinary man.  And yet nothing 18 more evi-
dent than that Jesns claimed ao authority far trans
seending thas which obtains with common human-
1y, and the record tells that the Jews mors than
once ook up Klones to Atone him because he gave
the impression that he and God were one, That he
did lay clalm to be an ultimate aathority and in
some way conneclted with man's redemption no one
can deny. His exact position in the scale of being
hias been

A QUESTION OF DISPUTR

ever since He was eradled In Bothlebem,

There arve two classes of thinkers, both of them
Christian, who Jook nt whut i3 called revelation in
sueh different ways that It may be well for us to

hesitate for & mowent at this point, The Orst party
18, compared with the great compauy of bellvers,
very small.  They look &l the moril edaeation of the
wolid from the standpoint of natnrallsm, They are
willing to admit that Jesus was greatest and mose
giited among the greal aod gitted; but crediv Him
willh no more power and authority than belong to
any extraordinary genios. When He 18 E.&.Itfl‘.o
have worked w miracle they tell us that either
the story or the fact is the product of the
people’ noaginiation.  Thus they are led to bulleve
one part of the record which they can eastly com-
rehend, and to deny the other part, wiich teils
lew Clrist bude even the dead to come forth, and
they opeyed his volee.

THE BIBLE HAS A VERY SLENDEL AUTHORITY
for the naturalist, It takes 1ts place among the
lLieoks of phllogophy, and that 1 all, rfor there can be
no middie ground, ‘The Bible 18 either a Divige
revelation, supernaturally condneted, or a treatise
of moral selence, with no more authority than any
uther work on the sawme subject

Next we come 10 the belleverin o real revelation
from God, and this bellef 18 not merely a Mmet of
fuath; 1t 18 & logieal deducrion from history.

a Being who 14 conswnfly interposing  in
lumuen  affairs, amd  who has  religionsly
cducated the world by ralsing up  certain

personages who have Dbeen onr suthoritative
teachers, Chnst came Ivom heaven to deliver the
will of the Father, and we believe that Christ koew
ol what he was spesking and wa< consclous of the
welght of His words when He claimed fer Himselil
attributes wideh bolong only 1o God, Thit He mad
lay claln to & power egual to that whieh the Aie
mighty exerclses no oune wbe ucceépis the record
can casily doubt. This 18

THE POINT OF DIVERGENCE

between the denomination te wnich I belong and
wysell. My sympatiies on this marter, so dear to
every Christian, are very much closer with other
bodies than with the Unilarlans, 1 have litile
patience with men who are anwilling to prociaim
thelr faith in Chrlst as their Saviour, On this day
especially do 1 feel that | wm more in coneert with
thi great body of bellevers who accept Onrist us the
Anointed, the Messiah and the Final Judge of the
world. 1 believe not vy in whe Book as the greas
great source of spiritual mspiration, but in Jesns as
nfv wf‘wunl saviour, the very embodiment of God
nims:

Look for a moment at the slender beginning of that
sysiem of moral redemption which is yet to embrace
the whole world, When the divine Habe wus man-
gered in Bethlehem wno could have dreamed of the
influence Hhs Hfe was destined 10 have? Only they
wlhio SRW TIe Stal as it rested over His cradie were
aware that

A NEW EPOCH
in hnman afairs bad begon,  And when a man il
grown He weni down 1o the sea und bade tne tsh-
ermen follow Him, and then Mrther on in Hig walks
ave the 2ame commaid o & few poor arisaus, who

mstrumentaitics were to be (he means, in God's
binds, of uprooting old systems, of tearing down
moss-covered structures of rituilism and of estab-
lishing something that would reach 1o the nttermost
ends of human e  And when He was arrested by
the mob aud crmeifed, did not s reign seem to ba
atap end? Who could have forecast the Iature?
1ad pot the hamd of God been o the matter in some
eapectal monner the whole work wouid have ended
then and there, And beesuse the homd, yes, and
the heart, of God, were i it, we hold Hus Christinag
festival, toi oar churches with evergreens and
flowers, sty aloid oor anthems of praise and bless
the Father and phe sen,

FIFTH AVENUE BAPTIST CHURCH,
What Think Ye of Christ @ Whose Hon is

He 2=A {hristmus Sermou by the Itev, Dr.

Thomas Armitage,

Yesterday morning thiz elegunt chuareh was well
fifted by the nsual fashlonable congregation, but
Wik by no meand vvercrowded. Though the Sun
ghone gayly in the heavens its rays lmparted hittle
warmth, aud all were alticed In their sober and
comfortable winier garments a8 a protection (rom
the pinching coid, frosty wind which blew in fitfal
gusts down fhe thoroughtares, The organ was

| pealing forth n cheevinl strai ag the people nNled

There was @ look of
BENIGN IHAPPINPES
on every face, and prior 1o the commencement of

duwn the aizles,

exchanged by those in nelghborlog pews, Alter a

gelection from the recently introduced new version
of the Psalms had been okanted by the congregation
the chele sang a cencerted plece very emectiyely,
and the Rev. Dr. Avmiuge, pustor of thie churen, ve-
lvered a ferveut peayer, inowhich he alluded to the
many blessings wihieh they had enjoyed since they
were gssembled on o smilar day,  Dr. Armitage
then  annonnced the  lext—-Mathew xxib., 4,
wWhat think ye of Christy Whose Hon I8 Hlef!
amil preached o masterly sermon.  The reverend

eutleman seemned Lo be juspired by (he ociasion,
1is words wore

AGLOW WITH ELOQUENCE,

and for pearly an hour e enchatned the attention
of all his nearers,  Improsaive a8 he wad through-
out, he was especinlly 8o tn s coneiuding remarks,
pnd every Bstener wog visibly aff cied by the car-
nesines= of his Anal appeal,

He commenced by ¢omparing man—besatitul, per-
fect, cemiplete, organiaed within snd withoul, every
N, every leature, avery mnember of e hony per-
fect: formed i the dust, compliete bp the mmags of
God: ereated by Goa's love; yel as aneonscious of
his own creatlon a8 the clay ont of which e was

| made uniil God preathes ingo 1is nogiils

THE BREATII OF LIFE
and that power nwikens the atinbnles of sensa-
Hon—to & splepdid plece of  echioiso,  mis-

from God was thak to the poor the Gospel was
preached und the doer opened Lo the captive, Noae
were excluded,  Avehioedss sald, CGive me nstand- l
i, and with ey lever L can wove the worid.!
people were Christ's standpoint, and He les
moved the workd, The colwon people can jndge
rellgions trodh a8 well @8 the muost telligent,
A Mary amd a John Enew it betler than the
sanfedrin,  The learned may e authority i phy.
wiunl seienee, But when ib eomes to the truth of life
o cwn decides The missionary couid do ikile With
our systens of divinity, bul wueh with the l
HOSIRL OF CHRIST,

Tt i glad news that the tro bk of God comes to man
20 ML LI poor, the heavy-laden, all the milhous of
ehe world, cin Mod it st Koow it I50f God,  He ¢n-
Iargen upon this topie of bis discourse, showing the
eifect upun the werli's progress nid history uf
Chrst's misdlon on ek, wnd then with equal
curpestness elucidated s secomd proposition, whizh
was, Wit a8 w revelation of & lutare 1fe the Gospel |3
giad newe.  JLshows that God's Kingdon 19 within
Us=—LDAl We Toust repp ad we sow.  Kvery one's
oparseter contains within el its rewards or penals
thes,  Man will cairy nto the next fte the elements
ol bappuoess or migery, There Will e no aroirary
mfictions  Nol @ Utile of God's worsd law will piss
away. The wicked will be flied witn thelr own de-
vives, il the vighteons be satisted In themselveds.
Tl priccipie uf the next ife ean be ulderstood,
Lhe gods of the pagans pardon @nd punsh gapri-
eluusty, bug

pol
Whe

¢ A0l 18 IMPARTIAL
and without vartableness,  His government wifl

ERSPHY GYCT N i Wi JBey Wil Wil WLl hed

Frungl*, Oy tie obedienil va» pe biesded, Nv grage

th'nml.ll'allf exner, moechanieally  perfect, and
Leantt ul  In every  respeclh,  buto motionless,
dovold  of =ensation, and  totally  unconzcions
of I8 own exiEtoncs, unil  some  arddeicl
power, 1s appled when 1t will aggregale Lo itself
imymense infuences  and mwove with tremsndous
foree, plough through the oeean, plunge nto
MMOUDLIN OF SWesh across n country,
ol God's apivit and the mind of man Lias been in
PERPETUAL MOTION

ever alnee—it Ngs never stopped.  This curions,
mysterions, deatnless power 19 resiless, ethereal,
divine,  Its  ipeeption 1s  the  mendare of @
apan; 118 consummobon (2 the boundless inlintte,
With aolnd, s lowest  formula 18 that the
Puli in the manger 48 & babe, thal ope 13 one. Lt A
1 A, Iis nlghest fonmuoda Is that the child hora in
the mauger # the Mighty God and the Prince ol
Peace, Wt tink ve of the Ohrist? Whese Son
s [1e s 1t wus o mattor of theaght, snd the thongnt
wns 1o know who 1his Being 14 The revercnd gens
tiemnan went back o the tuue of Plato, the illas-
trivis pugnl of Socentes, four inndred years belors
Christ, and said the enlightened ages of those
centuries stooil upon the hrink of revenled irath,
Just as a child without kKnowiiag 16 makes a4 pliay-

treads upon
A BED 0F ROsES.

Gud by wisdom, At i
flo rished; the world vas at
AR ARrens nind elear as o wed of ghiss: the world's ex-

DECTIRGY

Ineraiure

could have dreamed that those seemingly hnmble |

the services many o hearty Christmas grecting was |

one breath |

thing of s preclous damong, or & biad beggar

They kept thinking on iwow dwy 1o day, itom lemple
to tempie, Trone altae W altar, tud yet they knew no
Eolence
wedee, civilization was

pnd oy LDtpe, maR held s breath —then

S—

detnd was born and sinoe that day the intellect of
the globe has been d
LMK ING THROUGH THAT STABLE DOOR
and bhowing over that mangoer-oradle to catch thoe
warm breath of the newbern, guestion in the
text ngituted Palestine border o border. The
wialversal reply was that Messiah was to be the son
of David, but the rejointer, Il he wos Davii's son
how did 'David call mim Lord #'* struck the Jews
dumb, As there has never heen a molnent since the
first Adam when the britn of his ¢hildren consed to
thiuk, so there has not been  threb of the pulse or
the of & seoond fn which the braln of man has
not been en the streteh o measure and comprelicad
the lust Adwm, s 1t sull rings ons
THIE CHRISTMAS DAY,
on the passing and Into the comlug aged. s (the
preacher's) theme was Chrmst, who Lo-oay took u
thought in every divislon, art ln every schiool, l,l'd.lI:
tecture In every style, poetry in ewrg nieasure, s
ory In e::ﬁy page, sung In every buar, intelleet in
every Investigation, cloguence in every formm and
Womslip 10 every [action, Chirist colies onk of eve
orueible all the brighter and more aistinet,  Gravi-
tation had changed i3 theories, but Chiristianity, a8
the conire of moral gravitation, stid draw - all
men inw ik AsLrono has often corrected e
theorios, but the Sun of Kightconsness stll goes on.
He (e preactier) had no patience with s man who
BNBers away the question.  The greatest thinkers of
all nutlons had been the humblesy diseiples,  Fog-
lnnd’s Milton, the world's greatest epie, sat in k-
ness singing o vieton of his own eyes of the Cliclst
in sublinest striains; Fraoce's Fenclon and
COLUMEIAE  WABHINGTON
had given thelr best love to Ohrist. Scepties, es-
Hayists, reviewers, have a dogger for Clirmst, bag each
i turn hus plerced his own flesh.  Literary pen
the world over confess that the gravest gquestion
{;:w:med I8 put o the text, apd that 16 s madngess
disregan it The age of sneering ut the cluis
of Clirtse hus passed away,
EXCET Wit FOOLs,
Fven Professor Secly in his ~Feee Homo" 11 oqul-
vocal, not daringly detlant, Phe reverend gentle-
man then referied (o detall to the leading proposis
tlons 1 the book nmed, refuiing chew, and also
Dr, Bustinell's ratlonnilstie views; wller which he
narrated the incldents attending Chirist's  bieth, e
and death, proving them to be multiform prools of
His Godnead. It was a matter of the very highest
importance whak & mian thinks abont Corist, Ly
that thonght he forms his aeiton; tat acton lorms
Qs 10, wnd that Hie
HEALR 1115 DESTINY.
The reverend gentleman closed s eloqoent s
conrse by & glowing appeal to ail to take hold of the
Baviour; Lo steip Him of the swaddling bands and
robe Him m the warm affections ol then hearts,
and in conclusion trusted that by the sweel, pre-
clous, saving power of grace, and under s infdo-
enee, every heart mind every soul would be as merey
ns merriness of Christuns amd the complebe
luve of God could make it
After singing  the doxology commencing **Glory
Be to God on high" the congregailon disparael, ex-
cn“nugaug wmerry Christimas grestings s thoy pagssd
ol

ST, PATRICK'S CATHEDRAL,

Poutificnl High Mnass by Archbishop Me-
Uloskey = Nermon by  Very Mev. Dr,
starrs—Papal Benediction,

AL St Patrick’s Cathedral yesterday Archbishop
MeClogkey celebrated Pontifieal high mass, sasisted
by Very Rev. Dr. Starrs, Viear Geucral; Rev,
Father MeGean as Deacon, Rev, Dr, MeSweency as
Bubdeacon, and Rev, Francls McNierpey as Mastor
of Ceremonles, The attendance wis very numerous,
every seat beilng occupled long before the com-
mencement of the services, The cholr of (s churegh
rendered In a creditable manner the *lass by Man-
daniel In G major, The prioeipal parts were

Kyrie, chorus aml  terzetto; Dondnus  Dews,
sopruno  solo, BuDg  with  muech  expres-
plon Ly Madame Ohome;  ouhin Sanple

Spéritw, grand chorus ef thirty-five volces, Madame
Uhome, goprano; Mrs, Werner, alto; Mr. Greschel,
tenor; Mr. Sobst, basso; Mr. Henry Schmitz, con-
ductor, and Mr. Gustavus Schumits, orgavist, jelntly
dispiayed fne feal ability In thenr respective
pirts, and contributed not a littie to elevate the
HOLEMN CHARACTER OF THE'FERVICES,

Very Rev, Dr. Swarrs, V. G, preached a sermon ap-
propriate w the occasion, and gciected his text from
the second chapter of Bt Luke—* And 1t came 1o
pass that in those days there went out a degree from
Cesar Augustus, that the whole world should be eo-
rolled,” &e. The revereml gentleman coumenced
by alluding to the sugust occasion, wnd dilated ap
some length upon

THE (RAND EXAMPLE
shown to mankind In_the humble birth of the Sa.
| wiour of the world.  He referred to the devotion of
this holy time and the contempiation of the fnfant
Redeemer, who came among mankind poor and
humble and clothed in the poorest garments, e
then adverted to the wonderful mystery which
marked the birthrol the Saviour, and proceeded to
show that it was to 8ave man from s and perdition
that He 8o debased Himsell, The exmmple was une
paraileled, and the lesson was worthy o long life
study. In fine, the reverend gentleman besongil the
congregation to conslder the
WONDERE OF GoD'S AILMIGHTY rowen,

wisdom and gowiness which on earth Ile had
wrouglt Tor tho love of man, o bave fvn hope and

confidence in His infinite power and merey. At the
conciusten of tne reverend gentleman's sermon
services were led with. Archhishop Metlos-

key gave the Papal benediction after mass, The
ceremontes terminated shortly ufter one o’clock,

THE GERMAN CATHOLIC CHURCHES,
e econgregations that atlend 1he German
! ehurenes have mueh need to pray that the scourge

i of war be tahen away from (heir browners and

countrymen. At the choroh  of  the grear
and  good old St Nicholps, the  frlend
| and  patron of o the pI{EAT ones,

the nsual masses of the day were eelenrated,  The
! ehurel was handsomely and protusely decorated, und
@ little represemiation of the stabie s Hethiehem
stood at one side of the maln allar. AL the
of the Most Holy Redecmer, in Third street, there
Was alEo o mimnture representation of the Nallvity,
an cipborate display of Nowers, natoral and arpil-
cial, and numbers of vari-colored Hghts, ‘Ine plous
congregations focked to these chuvches atall vie
mausses, and no deubt MAny an earncst prayer went
up from o devoul and angulsued heart that the God
of Peace would send the olive braueh 10 the
harassed nations, There was benediction of the
most holy sacrament after the st mass,

CHURCH OF ST, VINCENT FERRER.
Christirne  Celebration at the Temple of the

Dominicans=Nativity of the Nuvionr—ser«

mon by the Rev. Fauther Tuarner,

AL enrly dawn the elegant new church at the cor-
ner of SIXty-s.xth strect and Lexington avenue was
yesterday crowded (o the doors, Perlups a mors
unpressive exhibition in honop of the gresl ogca-
glon  could not soywiere have been  seen
m tha metropolis, Lluminated by thousands
of cheerfut lghis, which 3Ior & loog time
repelled the advances of smillng Aurora ; Appro-
printely decorated und filled to overdewing by a
devout and earnest multitude, the hely edifice pre-
sented an appearance such us ever makes the hely
festival

WELUOME TO THE FAITHFUL.
High mass was commenced at five o'clock In the
morning, and the grand ceremony was marked oy

all the solemmty charncleristic of the Roman
Catholie Ghorch, The fine chuir, largely asg-
mented by additionnl soloists, tnterpreted the heaas
tilnl selections with great abiity, ana when the
joytnl strains of the ddeste Melvs Durst upon
the ear just 88 the bright and lovely day appesred,
a leching of religlous delight, happiness sad grati-
tde pervaded the assemblage, Ben bowed by
prayer.  For o solemn spectacis on  Christmas
morplng 16 could pot huve been surpassed, AL

cach succeeding  nuiss  the  alteudance  was
enuplly  Jurge, but it was not untii the
| high ~mass, at hall-past ten o'ciock, that
| the b aud i temple josked Lo the

very best advantage. ‘Phe altar was very wslefalw
ndormed and the cnecrful rays of the Sun shono
pleasantly through the grand Hothie windows, har-
monizing the variegatod hues of the numerous ole-
gint toliets dispiayed. The celebrant was the Bev,
Futher MeGovern, while the Bev, Father Liliy ofle-

fated a8 dedcon, snd  the  Hev. Father
Dunne as sub deacon, A host  of  aocoly-
108 and  nasistaun surrounded  the  alfar,

nnd when the cerdmonics were begou Lhe Ins
terol aspect of  the bullding was lmpasing in the

extreme, ‘Phe choial arrangements, under the di-
vestlon of the ovganist, Mr. Chiries  Hagschel,
lormed

A MOST ATTRACTIVE FEATURK

of the ceremoutes. Generall's Oue mass o G was
| performed o g very ereditable manner, e clioras
'wus excellent and the 8oinlsts were unexcopilouably
| goud, Tbe readitlon of Gounod’™s Ave  arie by
Miss Flssett, soprano, @b the  offertory, was
capeclally good, having been  given wiab  all
e Jeelng nnli expreasion whieh that beautiiul
composiion requires. ‘Phe other privcipal artists
were:—Mias Tracey, coniralte; Mr. Frangel, teoor,
and Mr. P. F, sullivan, baritone; assisted by Miss
Nolan, poOpranc; Misd Noonan, contialto; Mr.
Marshall, basso, and Mr, Plulip Binmenschein, violin
obligato, Kreubzer's 4ve Verun wig nost agrec-
ably sung by Miss Flssett, Mr. Franga! sna Mr. bulli-
van. L dos, the musicsl portion of e services
rifleoted much credii upon Lis organist and lis well-
teained asgistants, At the terminubon of tné frst
Gospel the Rev. Fatber Taner preacted an eloquent
sprion, king nis texs frem the second chapier
| of the wospel wecording to $t, Luke and atluded (o

THH GREAT EXAMPLE OF RUMILITY

which thie saviour had shown to mankind, He re-
| ferrud to the bigh price paid for man's redomptlo:,
and showad Dow It was mmeumbent upon @i
to learn lo be hvmwble by contemplating the un-
parudleled bumility of theyaraptJesus; o learn 1w be
poor in spint 1o cousideratton of His voluptary
poverty; tu learn mwortiication and sell-denlal in
v:lew of His sunerings, which were all of s own
choe,

Lu the evening the church was agiin growdad to
eXC0Hs, MIUArd's Yesven were veriugped, e sbiwl

Clinren

solo beimg ANlotted to the baritone, Mr. Bnllivan,

whose fine, mellow volee did it every justiee,  Alto-

ﬁ:har the Christmas celebration al St Vincent
Ter's was solemn, appropriato and interestiog.

BROOKLYN CHURCHES,
PLYNOUTH CHURCH,

Observance of the Fostival of the Nativiey
at Plymouth Chuarch—=EBvergroens, Flowers
ani Songe=A Sermon on the Joy-Producing
Power of Clrlstinuliy.

The Festival of the Natlvity was eelebrated o
Plymouth Chureh, yesterday with o latituding rianlsm
of ritnaligin that wonld have shocked the earty Purl-
tans of Plytmoutl, sithougl the service differed yery
Httle from that of ordinary Sabbaths, The mosy
richly tnminaced red-lotter day of the church wus
marked hy o special Noral decoratlon, and by suthens
und song of appropriate mental and metrical har-
mony. A Christinns tree, Ao tall thal U8 topmost
branches hid the fea of Miss Morgan, the new con-
tratto, aod other leminine members ol Fhe ehotr,
attracted the eye immediately on  entering the
cliureh, and was an elegant unt that aftsr the sed.
vice of the day Santa Clans could put it to o gowd sy
for suspending Christinis presents upon for the
aluldpen of the Sunday schoos, The Olivel sbamd
had fir tree branches so entwined arouid it as to
give a good representation of

A MALTVESE CROSS,

amd the minister's table luul o staud upon it of dark

Rreen follgge, Interspersed herd and there with

gernuinms of o carmne hue,  The sarviee of song

was onened by the “Songe of the Angels,” an authem
by Mr. Zuudell, and winch, for operatic effect, could
searcely have been surpasded, One of the Choruses

Was strougly Suggestive of the “Whisper chorns’

m “Les Brigands,” Mr. Rovkwood, 1m the tenod

#solos, and Miss Thursby, 1o the soprano solos, dis

tnpuisned themselves, and tking into cuosidern:

tion the gero condition of e atmosphers, way bo

Eald 1o be in exeelient volor.

Bulore the sermon Mr. Beccher had sevgral an-
nouncements 1o make, notthe least Imporint of
which was the annual auction of the pews on tho
evening of the Arst Taesdny in January. Attention
wis called to the printed dingram of the pews of
the cuurch, which were to be found distributed

lberally In the pews, and to the desira-
ity of tnose wio inlended to  make any
chauge taking them home with them  te

study botl price and location. The usual aunual
reference to the newspaper criticisin gonsequent on
the sale was defereed unttl next Sunday, The text
selecterd was from the gospel of Balnt Lnke, i,
10-11:—vAnd the angel sald uvoto them, ‘Feur not,
for behold 1 bring you good udings of greab joy,
wiiteh shall be to all people; Tor unto you ks buri his
iy, 1 the oty of David, a Saviour, whigh I3 Unrst
the Lord.' " Mr. Boecher vegan the elucldution of
the text, and the expansion of the theme of his dis-
course, which be designated “The Joy-producing
Puo er of Chelstianiy,” with his usual careful reading
from his mannseeipt of 4 sumber of well constructed
sentences on the universulity of the obseérvance of
Christinas Day throughout the clviliged world, and
then warming up to his subject he burst inlo ex
wemporanecons fashes of eloquent rhetocle, and
dealt with the suggesilve thought that seomed @
arise 8o spOnnCously us Lo the fluence o Coris-
tnuily upon the world, In  answering the
question, *What is Chrisdaoity, lseliy? ne said
that  bistorleally  and um.urall,r considered
it waa A System made up out of the Jife aud teach-
1y of Jusus Christ, that werely tells us where the
nume came irom. A Jarger study of it showea it to
pe a sysiem developed by God, induenced und de-
signed by God to educate the mind of the race to s
fuil capueity. The gecms of this Christianity were
with Uhrist, ana w8 llusirative snd prophetic of the
sinaliness of the beginning he had said His King-
dotmn was not of thid world.  Christlanily never was
so imperfect as when cnrist lved. HMen taiked
about going back to the time of the Apostles. Tney
wight ds well ik about guing
BACK T ACORNS

1o fingd the best Wmber (or the bulding of ships. The
abserblug power o Carisuanity Lo encompass all
LAt was werthy was Lilustraiea oy the refercnce to
Puili’s Epiaiie to the Plullpplans, and the possage
uWhatsoever things are pure, and Whatsoevér
things are trne,” &e.  bat men answered o wll tis
auu:ﬁ Clrstianity bringing jey into the werid, and
fatlid—* 1t was all very wel for Lhese Mgty angels 6
tulk abuut joy, peace ou earth apd goud will to-

wurd  men,! buk  what did e Moster
oy —Take up  your crosd  and  lullow
Mezh “in  this  world o shall  have

tribulations. *“And then think of the éracl wibs, Lhe
persecutions, all in the name of Christiniiy,” suld
tiey.  Wetl, Clivlstianity for all this was i joy; the
chiatizing imfluences, tie periods of sufering, were
all trials and periccting processes ont of wiich Joy
came, Mr. Boscher iere gave & pumber ol wmiilae
flustrations s delineative of thus truth, among
which were the chiseliing of the senlptor on the
Block of stone: the housewie's cleaniness and neat-
ness, tha school peried Ly which o biocknead was
TRANSFORMED INTO A GENIUS.
It was the law  of the world that through sndering
shonld come perteetion, sl pain was God's mid-
wife, which helps viriue into existence. No imay
Likes a cross npon nhn for (hat which 14 splritunl—is
18 whways for that witleh 18 animal. The cross is nol
taken npon him for his love, for I8 falil, bhut upon
L= prive, his pasgsion or his lower nature,  Bo Chris-
tianity gives Lthe promise that & nighsr or more
?wn{ms fotuce 8 befere 1, ana he (Mr. Leoecner)
hougnt that the sun o vighieousness had gobo ad
fine bitek in A8 course of winter in the worlt 25 1L was
likely to go, aud  nenceforth we shouid be getiing
pearer agd nearer to that glorious summer wien
Chrstianity would snine on il the nations with a
e resplendent briglicness than 4 hud ever shene
welore,  Even the Christinas Day wis ia empicm of
Linds, forthe 218t was the shoriést day: but on e
oty the first lock from the covering of derkness
bast been won by the san, aidd wias orought back as
A Lroply thal the sun bl gone as fr lowires e
durkness ol ihe days as 1t conld go, and that we Gad
commenced our alnual relurn o e days ol e
rich and
REFULGENY SUMMER,

It they wished to see wil joy there was in Chris-
thanity let tnem loek at the writings of e Aposiies.
The most Viustrious htovature on Lhe glewe was
1hat witel had been wrillen by the oulvust Apos-
ties, Gol's vagabonads of the earth,

The sermon was  clossd with o reference to the
Davdness of the old times, hundreds ol years ago,
an iy years ago, und Le the joys and privieges of
the present, and the tbankluiness we ought to feel
i1 this jestive season of the yeur for the juys aud
priviieges with wilch we were surcounded.

§T. CHARLES
BROOGKLYY.

(HIR(H oOF BORKOMEQ,

Gieand High Mass=Scrmon by the Rev. Mr,
Honayne, 5. J.

‘Thit Chumch of St Charies Borromeo was crowded
yesterday morning at hall-past ten o'clock. There
was a grand high mass, and in addition to the ordi-
nary c¢holr the services of ¢« wind and swing band
were secired. The music went effectively.

The alttar decorations cousisted of flowers, ever-
greens and numerous hghts, while the plllars snd
walls of the handsome and spaclous church were
wreathied (n an appropriate manner. The congrega-
tion numberad among it several of the dlwe of
EBrookiyn Cathole soclety, Many Protestants and
lissenters were also present, attracted, no doubt, by
a desire to witness the solemmey with whieh Catho-
lies celebrate and honor the great festival of Clrisi-
mas. At the Gospel the Rev. Mr. Ronayne,
B.Jd., of St Francls Xavier's cbhurch, New York,
preached, taking s text from that part of the
sacred volume which records the burth of onr Divine
Reacemer in the manger al Bethlehem—"Glory be
o God on lugh, and on earth pesce Lo wmen of
good wiLY The reverend gentleman, who Was
froquently inandivle in the progress of s disconrse,
lewering W vowee al the cods of sentences, oh-
aorverd that the last words of the Gospel of this day
were words by which the angols signified to the worid
the great event which to-day they celebrated. Tuey
were words sver sounding and repeated in every
cnristinn eonatry to-day by (aithiul folds. There
was

JOY THROUGH THE

WORLD,

Men tried (o share in this universal joy. There
wure men among them who were not perfectly con-
seious of the real power and source of thus Curistian
Jox. They came in contact with men who were ani-
muttied with @ spielt of coldness, and wha, ut this
Christmus soason, evineod molives thst are not re
lgious,  They made use of the joy whioh the Christ-
g sensen proclaimed to toe world as I it were &
nivousl joy—aa I Christmas could be catied i nu-
tisnal anaiversary. They stadied only what pleased
thielr senses, what amnsed them; bul the great Mlss
af Unristiansg throngh the world had no guch motive,
They wenr doeper into

THE SOURCHES AND CAUSES OF THIS JOT.

The christian Catholic taith was the ultimpte
camae of thetr Jog.  Instiuctively and witnout reflec-
tlon this joy came lortn troio the eepth of heir
hearts, There were muany sicred mewories con-
negted wisn that Joy—iie memories of 1800 yeurs,
aud 1t came home to the true Ubristian heart
through

THR INEPRUMENTALITY OF FAITH.

They tried to glvé expression to fulth and good
will in the spirit of the Catnolic Chuteh; and of ail
these who were trae Christiana and Catiolles e
nsked Lo come to-day and kneel balore their Divins
Suvieur, and tuat they mizht do this the wore efiee-

REMNING WHOLE CHRISTIAN




