
F RANGE.
The Saxon Guns Still Bombarding

Mont Avron.

Parisian Confidence and Enthusi¬
asm Unabated.

Eiaj William's Quarters at Ver¬
sailles in Danger.

You Wcrder Skedaddles from Dijon, Fal¬
lowed by the French.

Prussians Twice Thrashed in Try¬
ing to Storm Belfort.

^Another Battle Near Havre
Imminent.

Prussia Apologizes to England
for Sinking Her Vessels.

FORT MONT AVRON.

TftEfiRAM TO THE HEW YORK HERALD.
Mont Anon Silent Wednesday.tJermou Ex¬

planation of its Bombardment.
London, Dec. 29, 1870.

A despatch from Versailles dated yesterday states
that Mont Avroo is silent to-day, but the forts in
the neighborhood rep:y to tho Are of the Uerinan
guns.

WHY TUB FORT IS BOMBARDED.
A Berlin telegram of to-day's date reports that the

government organs say that Mont Avron was the
first position attacked by tlie Prussians, la order to
obtain a standpoint from which to operate against
the adjacent outlying forts of Paris.
AN INTRODUCTION TO TUB URMEKAL 6ITEMING.
The Provincial Correspondence adds that the bom¬

bardment of Mont Avron may bo considered as the
Introduction to the general shelling of Paris, luas-
much as its capture will greatly facilitate opera¬
tions against tho French capital.

TH£ BZS'EQED CAPITAL.

TEIE3RAM TO THE NEW YORK HE3ALD.

Later from Paris.Cold Weather Snopendlnn
Operations.Preparations (Joins On.Popu¬
lar Confidence Unabated.Saxons Die
lodged.Versailles Untenable.

London, Dec. 29, 1870.
Advices from Paris by balloon havo been re¬

ceived down to four o'clock on tho morning of
Tuesday, the 27th.

POPULAR CONTIDENCE ONAtUTBD.
The citizens and soldiers were In excellent

spirits, and were still determined on a vigorous
defence.
COLD WEATHER SUSPENDING MILITARY OPERATIONS.
The lnteusely cold weather had suspended

military operations in good part, ^repara¬
tions were, however, making on a largo
scale and important results were looked for.
These preparations had laibued the Inhabitants with
Increased confidence.

SAXONS DISLODGED FROM MAISON BLANCHE.

The Frenoh engines of war were dally growing
more formidable. On Monday the mobilized Na¬
tional Guard dislodged a battalion of Saxons from
tho park of Malson Biauclie.

VERSAILLES UNTENABLE.
Advices from Paris stato that new fortifications

have been completed by the French beyond Mont
ValGrlen, which throw shells beyond Versailles.
That city is therefore now considered untenable for
the Prussians.

THE CAMPAIGN IN THE EAST.

TELEGRAMS TO THE NEW YORK HERALD.
Dijon Occnpicd by tiiv French.Retreat of
the Prnsiinns. I he Eustcrn Departments
Aroused.

Bordeaux, Dec. 29, 1870.
M. Gambetta arrived here lo-day from Lyons.

OCCUPATION OK DIJON BY THE FRENCH.

Official despatches just received announce that
tho Prussians hastily evacuated Dijon at the ap¬
proach of the French forces. This Is the first result
of the campaign undertaken la the East l>y orders
of the War Department, and which was hastened
by tue exertions of M. Gambetta at Lyons.

CONFIRMATION OF THE NEWS.
A despatch from Chalons-sur-Soaue, dated De«-

cember 23, says that the advanced guard of General
Garibaldi's army entered Dijon that morning.

THE EASTERN DEPARTMENTS ROUSED.
The entire population of the Eastern departments

is fully roused by the emergeucy of the situation
and assist the troops to the utmost in all battles and
skirmishes. The government is taking measures
for the distribution of arms among tue people every¬
where.

tiermaun Retreating? in the East of France.
Prussian Repulsed at fldfort.

London, Dec. 20, 1870.
Tho Germans in the Eastern departments are re¬

treating. They have already evacuated the town of
Gray, in the valley of the Saone.

PRUSSIAN'S REPULSED TWlfcE AT BELFORT.
A despatch from Strasburg annouuees that tho

Germans have stormed tho French fortress of Bel-
fort twice rtcently. Ia both cases they were re¬
pulsed with considerable loss.

OPERATIONS IN THE NORTH
AND WE3T.

TELEGRAM TO THE HEW YGIiK HEtlALD.
Prussians Near Arras.Another Battle Near
Havre Imminent.Reinforcements for .llan-
(tcuirel.French Denial of Faiiiher'oe's De¬
feat.

London, Deo. 2P, 1870.
The Prussians on Monday advanced to and occu¬

pied Bahaume, fourteen miles south-southeast from
Arras.

ANOTHER BATTLE NEAR HAVRE IMMINENT.
The Prussians on Wednesday occupied the line

between Duclalr and Satntpear, and were appa¬
rently concentrating their forces behind the town
of Bolbec, where an engagement with the French
defenders of Havre is imminent. The Prussians
have evacuated the left bank ol the Seine. There is
still a large force at Yvetot.

AID FOR MANTKUFFEL.
It Is reported that tho Crown Prince ana tho Duke

of Saxony have been sent to Amiens to assist Gene¬
ral ManteuffeL The Germans are now near Cam-
hray. it is said the French Army or the North has
left Arras, retreating towards Vltry, and It was

thought were falling back on their strongholds in the
extreme north of France.

FRENCH DENIAL OF FAIDHERBE'S DEFEAT.
A despatch fr»m Lille, dated December 27, states

that official contradiction is given to the despatches

of the Prussians which falsely ropresent tho battle of
Poll Noyelles as a German victory and claim to hav o
tukon some Fronch troops prlsouera. Not a single
Frenchman was captured.

PRUSSIAN LOSSES.
The Prussians havo lost heavily iu battle an! from

sickness la tho North and Nortneait ol Franoo.
The villages are encumbered with German wounded.
Great numbers ol tlio German soldiers are suffering
from ophthalmia.
There are l»,ooo slc!t and wounlol Gormans at

ClUioiis-aur-Maruo.

PLOTTING FOR FREEDOM.

TELEG1AM TO THE HEW Y02X HE1A10.
Conspiracy of French Prisoaei-t* la Escape.It

Is Failed.
London, Dec. 29, irto.

Tho New York Hkrald correspondent at Berlin
telegraphs nndor date of yesterday that conspira¬
cies were discovered last week among tho French
prisoners confined In the lortresses of Cologne,
Coblenz and liaycnce, all on the Rhine. Their num¬
bers at tho three places cannot be less than fifty
thousand. They Intended, at a meeting to bo held
on Ohrlscmas Eve, lo disarm their guards and light
their way back to France. Immediately upon the
conspiracy being discovered tho German troops
were held in readiness and thus prevented an out¬
break.

MISCELLANEOUS REPOR i S.

TELEGRAM TO THE HEW YORK HERALO.
Prussia Apologizes to England.A Fronch
Protest.Seizure of a Vessel la the
Thumoft.English Correspondents In Trou¬
ble.French Forts lllot kaded.

London, Dec. 29, 1870.
PRUSSIA APOLOOI7.ES TO OREAT BRITAIN.

Earl Granville hits received a despatch from the
Prussian government at Berlin apologizing for tho

outrage on the English vessels in tho Seine, and
staling that pecuniary indemnity will beglvon If de¬
manded, and announcing that tho mllttary com¬

mander who was suilty of the outrage has been
courtmartlalled and dismissed the service.
FRBNCU PROTEST AGAINST TUB USE OF AUSTRIAN

OAKS BY PRUSSIA.
The French government has sent a formal com¬

plaint to the Cabinet of Vlenua concerning the em¬

ployment of the rolling stock of Austrian railways
for South German military purposes. Tho result Is
tho appointment by the authorities of commissioners
to inquire into tlie truth of the charges preferred by
Franco.

A VESSEL FOR FRANCE SEIZED IN THE THAMES.
An English ship, with French telegraph cable on

board, has been seized In the Thames by the British
authorities, on representations made by Count Bern-
BtofT, the Prussian A ibassador.
ENGLISH CORRESPONDENTS EXPELLED TIIE GERMAN

LINKS.
It Is asserted, says a Bordeaux despatch, that the

Prussian authorities, incensed at the reports mado
by correspondents of tho English journals with tho
German armies, have, arter treating ihem very
harshly, sent many of them outside tho lines ol oc¬
cur atlon.

FRENCH PORTS BLOCKADED.
A proclamation nas beeu issued by the Prussian

government placing under blockade all the ports of
France now occupied or hereafter captured by tho
German forces.

FRENCH C3A3T MAILS.
Communication between Cherbourg and Calais Is

now carried on by water, tho land routes having all
been Interrupted by the Germans.

ViVE LA EEFUBLirjE!

LIBERIE, EGALITE, FRATERMTE.

Entliusiastlo B.'sp'ay in tho Causo of Flines.
Tho French Democratic Contral Club iu

Procession.Tho Scene at tho Cooper
Institute.Speach03 of Kr. Thay¬

er', John Mi ch:], Alger¬
non tu'.livan ani Others.

A grand demonstration was mado at the Cooper
Instituto last night In favor of the French republic.
It was, perhaps, one of the most enthusiastic gath¬
erings that ever assembled within ihe walls of the
building, and far surpassed the most sangulno and
earnest anticipations of the organizers of tho moot¬
ing, which was held under the auspices of the
French Democratic Central Club. The circular Is¬
sued by that association set forth the object of the
meeting, which was " to take steps to procure a
manifestation of sympathy and moral support from
the people of New York in favor of the French re¬
public,

NOW 8TRCGOLING FOB LIFE."
The French Democratic Central Club, numbering

over 2,000 persons, In pursuance of a resolution
passed at a recent meeting, appealed to the citizens
of all natlona ltles, desiring the triumph of liberty,
to come forward on behall of the lnfuut republic,
asking all to remember that in 1779 the Frenchmen of
that day gave tliolr swords and their purses to the
sacred cause of liberty. Tho response was In every
respect unanimous and sincere, and a more glori¬
ous exhibition of true patriotic feeling has not often
been exhibited by any similar assemblage. -Shortly
after six o'clock tho neighborhood of Seventh ave¬
nue and Twenty-second street, where the head¬
quarters of tue club is situated, presented
quite a gay and lively uppearance. A procession
consisting of the members of the association and nu¬
merous sympathizers of the causa was formed at
hulf-past six o'clock, and, headed by a band, pro¬
ceeded towarJ3 the Cooper institute. A brtlilant
calcium light, which brought up the rear, shed quite
a lustre on

TUB MOVING MASS OF PATRIOTS.
The trl-color waved conspicuously in tho air, and
most of tnose participating m tho procession wore
appropriate baJges. The most harmonious feeling
prevailed, and as the well organized and highly re¬

spectable body passed along the streets cheer after
cheer gave unmistakable evidence that

TUB CAIIWE WAS HEARTILY ESl'Ol'SED.
Immediately on the uoors of the Institute being

thrown open a simultaneous rush was made lor
scats inside and in a short tlmo every available
space was occupied. The platform was handsomely
occorated with French and American flags, and in
the centre was a bust of (ieorge Washington, pre¬
vious to tne formal organization of the meeting tho
band struck up the "Marsellaise," and as the stralus
of that martial air burst upon the throng a rousing
cheer rose up in response. "St. Patrick's
Day," cried a voice, and a deafening
roar drowned the vigorous efforts of the
trumpeters. Then followed shouts or "Vive la
RepubUquel" harmonized by mellifluous and sten¬
torian cries of "Long live the Irish Republic!" lu
tine, between the music and vocal patriotic demon¬
strations the scene was enthusiastic in the extreme.
Mr. Legrand, President of the French Democrat lo

Central Club, called the meeting to order and stated
that General Bartlett, United States Minister to
Sweden, had been selected as chairman, and that
Mr. Jackson Uart had oeen elected secretarv, who
thmi came forward and read the following resolu¬
tions, which were adopted with universal acclama¬
tion:.

i Resolved, Tint while wc deplore and condemn tha war of
rlvairv ami of ambition lieR in by Kinperor Napoleon upon
Germany for the purpose of fastening bis dynanty uponFrance, we also earnestly deplore ami condemn the war of
veugeance ana of conquest now ware<I bv tins Emperor Fre¬
derick Wllilam Tor tha purpose of fastening lua dynasty uponGermany.

Kosolved, That the armed people of France, fighting to-dayfor selr-novernraent and for the Inviolability or their nationallife, deserve the tull, bearty and unqualified sympathy of
fieeiuen In every land.
Resolved, That, with Leihkneeht, Rebel and their

democratic associates In tbe 1'arllnmeut ot North
Germany, we denounce as "a hypocritical false¬
hood" tne assertion that France has no government
with which Germany can treat, believing with those bruvn
German democrats botii tbat no government not supported
by tlio people could possibly achieve what tbe republican
government of France has achieved since the disaster of
Sedan, and tbat what the republican government of France
baf achieved no monarchical government In Europe could
Lave attempted.
Resolved. Tbat in the Ignominious downfall of the Napo¬

leonic empire wo hall the extinction of personal government
in Frauce, and that In tho triumph of the French republic
wo sep the sure, and the only sure, hope of the extinction of
personal government throughout Europe.
The Chairman thou came forward, amid applause,

and said he saw that which ho only expected
to witness.the hearts of an enthusiastic assemblage
beatuii with true Hj muailty for a biuod-bautued re-

publlo, an l he trusted before the war terminated
some of them woul<l lift their arms in defence of

f ranco an tley uow unoulaioudiy raliou tuelr voices
in ner behalf.
Mr. TiMYT.it said, after somo Introductory re¬

marks. that if Frauco, cultivated and established,
would allow reason to control her, she would not
only dr.iw the sympathy of thin American nation,
hut would receive the sympathy and esteem or the
whole civilised world, evenot (Jermany Itself. When
the Germane left their fatherland for u better liberty,
for a better laud, they left behind them their atr -c-
tions for monarchical governments and the prin¬
ciple of self-love, If tliy havo attained a better
liberty in tbis American republic they have learned
that republicanism is not local aud contracted, but
wide, extensive and universal: and they will soon
cease to luve their ftitiietiftufl for tMj

Tli&IH WdTIIKtll.^SD,
If the present war should be successful In upset-

ting uu arbitrary monarchical power aud establish a
glorious free institution, a republic, he was sure that
tlie lull tide of the sympathy of the American
people would be with her. All men love to
breathe the pure air ot freed oat, and was
It not said that France was not a republic f
France would be a republic.nay, she ifas a republic
now. France would yet gather the fruits of her de¬
lightful soil, aud Immediately uow joys and new lily
would Oil up the veins of her heart, and the tide of
blood would (low back aua permeate tnrougbout her
whole territory, prance, a republic, regenerated
and united, will exhibit a spectacle that will be the
envy of the whole world, in France a great Indus¬
trial class had arisen, and that industrial class Is
Just beginning to move, and the

ACCUMULATION OK CAPITAL
is Just beginning to assort It* rights. Its feet are
upou the threshnold and soon will be made moro
apparent, shall there be no hope in the future lor
that great struggling mass, and shall tho shadow
upon that dial-plate of liberty !>e marked
out? In calling to mind her glories past and
her historic traits she will oulshlno even the con¬
quest of Charlemagne. He asked what America
owed to France, or rather what she did not owe to
France. He claimed lor France wnat America
owed to her.recognition and justice. He noxtap.
pealed to the audience for sympathy and picturedthe splendor of the couutry of France, the enter¬
prise, economy aud great dlllgeuoe of the peoplo,
and the example that history will hand down to pos¬
terity after the close of the present war. Finally, he
said that at! the world would rejoice whan the war
should cease, ana when

FltANCK, BOWED ANI> tII'MILIATED,
shook from her centre tho imperial throne and es¬
tablished a grand republic she could lay claim to l>o
culled the couutry or champions aud sons of liberty.But all might bo of good chcer, for be thought be saw
the end, und that peace and Joy would soon accrue
alter such a great struggle, and would be all the
sweeter for tho bitterness aud misery through which
she Uad passed.

JOHN MtTCHEI.'S SPBRCH.
John Mitch ki. was next introduced, and said that

as an Irishman lie thought ho had a great right to
speaK to Frenchmen. Was It not true that the
French once spoke of sending an army to as¬
sist Ireland In giving tho Britishers^ "whack¬
ing v" Ho next caricatured the Count von Bismarck,
to whom he attributed au immense deal of good,
but be also attributed to him a great amount of
harm. Next, speaking of Alsace, which hail for Its
capital the gloilous old city of .'strusoourg, he said
that though some ol the Alsatians spoko a Utile
German,

ALSATIANS WKKK NOT GERMANS;their sympathies were not German. Whatever good
had been done lor Alsace had been accomplished by
tho French. Before the Kiench occupation of these
provinces lew men could own their lurms or teel
that they had anythlug of ilielr own; now they
owned their own farms. As regarded tho himperor,
France could atl'ord to "let him slide;" she could
now do better without him than with linn.

ALUKRNON SULLIVAN'S SPEECH.
Ar.aEitNON sullivan, Assistant District Attorney,

said that when he laid Ins baud upon his heart It
warmed for France, and It was only to express his
warm sympathy that he arose to address them l ist
uiglit. Before the last ciuuics should carry the
present year into history Franco would probably
havo acquired freedom. Like the voice that spoke
at the grave of Lazarus "Come lortli," so freedom
would speak to her to cotno out and show herself.
If France, crucified aud bleediug at ©very pore, suc¬
ceeded in establishing freedom, she would stilne in
the eyes of Europe. France ami Ireland were the
only two countries whose people had the courage to
raise the flag of liberty and strike for It. He had
groat ho|ies of France. Keeitlng uu anecdote or i tie
battle of SebaatopOLjiA said that the playing or the
"Marseillaise" by tlie baud gave a grand impulse to
those Frenchmen who succeeded in taking the lorls.
it was liberty and freedom they thought of. It was
tlio duty or every American to sympathize and as¬
sist every nation to establish free aud democratic
institutions.
Mr. Dhuky. a member of tho Inlcrnatlonal Work-

Ingmen's Association, camo forward and denounced
tlie crowned heads or Kurope.In fact of all tlie
world.with such bitterness and malignity of tone
that It mlsjlit almost be supposed he had already
pluced one ioot upon the neck of King William of
Prussia and the other upon the bowed heads of lils
brother monurclis.
Hero some troublesome gentlemen became cx-

cited and demonstrative; ail the audience stood up,
a:.d a general commotion reigned for a few minutes
until the offenders had been ejected.

lie concluded by drawing an eccentric pictur . ot
what a universal agri oiueal between all the nations
would result, lu.

llete another offender had t'> be ejected.
Several other sneakers followed, including Mr.

Mercier, who read a leugtby speech in French tn
favor or republicanism, arguing that it met tlie
grandest anu i ciest aspirations of iiumauity.

A BLOODY BURST.

Serrific toiler ExpIgshou m Wil¬
liamsburg.

Two Men Instantly Killed.Several Se¬
verely Injured.Another Missing1.

A few moments after five o'clock last evening a ter¬
rific boiler explosion occurred In Williamsburg, in¬
volving loas of life and causing tho utmost conster¬
nation in the neighborhood of ihe catastrophe.

Til E EXPLOSION
took place In the boiler room attached to the Iron
foundry of Miller, Defreesc A Co., North Thirteenth
and Second streets, but the Immediate cause of it,
or the previous condition of the boiler, could not
be ascertained. There were several persons, beside
the euglueor, in the boiler room when tti»* explosion
took place, and some of them narrowly escape.t
with their lives as the poaderons boiler was sud¬
denly propelled, with tcrrlilo velocity, one-half of it
flying In an easterly and the other In a westerly
direction; the llrst lodging In a frame shan y oc¬
cupied by the widow Robinson, a distance of H00
feet, and partially demolishing It, and ihe other
half lodging m Uushwlck creek, about the same
distance.

THE FIRE
caused by tbo explosion brought the firemen and
police to the scene, and when they reached there
the utmost excitement prevailed, the wildest stories
of disaster to life being freoly circulated In the
populous nelghD'Thood. Alter the tire was subdued
the loss of lilts was lound to be loss than was at first
supposed.

THE KIU.En, IN ri'KET) AND U1S8IN0.
Nicholas Stephens, engineer, killed. Mr. Stephens

was twenty-two years of age, unmarried, au<l re¬
sided at the corner of North Second and Seventh
streets. Daniel Mulholland, killed. Mr. Mu!-
Iiolland was twenty-lour years of age.
lie kept a groccry store at the comer
of Norm Ninth and Second streets, aim was on a
visit to the boiler room to see one of the workmen
wiien the accident occurred. Thomas Shields, nn
old man, severely Injured about the head. Edward
Oatcus, tvvoive years of age, badly injured about
head and le^s by lue failing debris. Nutliau Robin¬
son, a boy, was similarly injured, but not so se¬
verely. Francis Lussien, a palmer, who was in the
building at the time of the explosion, is missing. Ho
was a native of France and resided at No. 07 North
Ninth street, where he has a wile and two chil¬
dren.

LOSSES n\" TUP. FIRE.
The losses on the machinery, building, Ac., of

Miller. Deroese A Co. Ls estimated at |6,000. l'uliy
covered by insurance. A building adjoining the
above, occupied by the New York Cotton Waste
Company, was damaged about $500. >'o Insurance.
Coroner Wbltehlll will immediately hold an In-

quesi t-n ttte bodies of the victims of tills sad dis¬
aster, when the condition ol tho boiler previous to
us explosion will be thoroughly investigated.

EUROPEAN MARKETS.
London Monet Markkt. London, Dec. 29.4 :rw P.

M..Consols closed at 91^ for money and tiie account.
Aincricau securities qulut. I'nlted States live-twenty bonds,
MOil, 1865, 88'.; 18.17, 87?i ; ten-forties. 87 Stock!
steady. Krle, 1»X ; Illinois Central firmer at 113.)* ; Atlantic
and Great Western, 28)rf.
Frankkoiit ttouituK.Franfort, Dec. 2!)..United

State* live twenty bond* closed yesterday at M for the Issue
Of 186J.
Livfrpooi. Cotton Market.- Livrbpool, Dec. 29.

4 :K0 P. M..Cotton closed quiet. '"Middling uplands, 8)£ ; mid¬
dling Orloant, 8M. The salts of the day foot up 18,00u bales,
of which i.OOu biues we ie for speculation and eipu.t.
Liverpool hbradstufth harkk r.Livkbpooi., Dec.

29.4:80 P.M..Wheat.California white, lis. 8d. ; uew spring *

red Western, 10s. a 10a. 6d. for No. 2 to Mo 1; winter,
W»- lld-

. ..LivKRPOOi, Provision b Market Livkbpool, Dec.
H~\ :3U 1*. M..Jlcpi, U2s. 6tL
IiiTBBPoor. Pboduob m a ukft..I.i vkrpooi., Deo. 19.

1 :iS0 1J. M.. Linseed rakes Xltl 12s. a £10 lbs.
London Prodcub Markrt..London, Dec. 29-4:30 P.

M..Tallow easier at 45s. tkl. Calcutta Unseed, ;>9r. Bd. a
6Hs. till. Linked ell bas a declining tendency quoted at
£28 las. a JCJS.
Pbtholepm Mahctt.-Antwfkp, Doc. i9. .Petroleum

at for standard white.
Hamburg, Dor. 2!'.. Petroleum !* quoted at 14 nvarcbancos

2s per 100 lo». for American rclinvd.

CATTLE 0 SEASE IN DUTCHESS COUNTY.
Poud IIKBBl'8 1 B, N. T., Dec. '29, 1S70.

The Assistant state Cattle Commissioner to-day
reports I.ojo head of diseased eattfe In Hutches
county, and stales that the milk business ol' tho
couuty ls seriously eutlangerci.

EUROPE.
deiichil Prim tt!iot at 11d Seriously

Wounded by Assassins. '

Roumanian Independence ami Agi¬
tation in the Oriont.

The Sullttn of Turkey Excited nnd q New
Case for the London Congress.

Prussian Interference with the
British Commercial Marine.

French Suspicion of the Congress
Plenipotentiaries.

THE EUROPEAN CONGRESS.
Oplatop of Pui-is on the Eawtern Qnoatloi

UiacuMiion.
London, Dec. 2®, 1870.

TUo Paris press la opposed to tue participation of
Prance In tUe Congress of the Powers ou tho East-
eru question, 'too writers express tUe opinion that
It will be used to draw tlio attention or the plenipo¬
tentiaries in that assemblage from the real point
for consideration to tUo war between Gcruiauy and
Franco.

SPAIN.

Attempted AnauMltallon or lienoral I'lloi.
Kltflit Hlioui Fired Into III* t'urrligc.Tbe
Premier and Moldlcr Wounded In Tliree
Plnceo.A ltuitd o( IHurderora lu tl»e Streets
of Ittudrid.

MADRID, Dec. 2ft, 1870.
The political agitation which lias prevailed lu this

city for souto tune past and the social demoraliza¬
tion which has ensued from it havo again culmi¬
nated lu a frightml crime.
Another uttempt has been made to murder Gene¬

ral Prim.
The following despatch contains a brief aocount

of the outrage, thus:.Last night, as General l'rlm
was leaving the Cortes, eight shois were tired at Ills
carriage by a band In the streets.
Prim was wounded in three places, In the left arm

and on tho right hand.
No ai re us were ma lc.

Coining from Parliament to h Scene of
lilood.Prim's Adjutuut Wounded.Tlie Capl*
lul Quiet.

London, Dec. 29, 1870.
The following desDatch, received to-day from

Madrid, gives some further particulars In regard to
the attempt to assassinate Geueral rrun:.

Ma nit id, Dec. 2ft, 1870.
This evening while General Prim was proceedingfrom ttio Cortes to his residence some Individuals in

tin: Cnllo Aleala tired uuo die curriaHO, woundingboth the General and lus adjutant, but not danger-ously.
No public disturbance was occasioned, as Iho

unihorlilcs took prompt measures to prevent an
outbreak and airest the uss.issins. Great popularIndignation Is manifested at luls dastardly attemptto winder General Prim, which so happily railed of
success.

TURKEY AiiD THI PRINCIPALI¬
TIES.

Proare*! ot I'rovl.iinl Independence.Itou-
in.iula Asicri* the Principle.

London, Pec. 29,1870.
Tiie Roumanian governmentWl ministry, acting

til accordance with tho popular sentiment, declares
Ha Indcpeudencs and repudiates tlie Treaty of 1854,
by which Its suzerainty to the I'orte la claimed.

Iu a circular which was addressed some few
years since by Minister Nlkolaus Goiesco to the
representatives ot Itoumauia at tn« courts of the
protecting 1'owers ho du lined the position of the
rulers of the principality In the foilowtug words:.
Our policy has been laid down for us by the

trea'ies concluded between the Powers, who, lu con¬
sideration of our situation, have created our abso¬
lute neutrality. Tho government of his Highness
has, therefore, beeu soilcltous to prove by word and
deed how Important It considers it not to cause dis¬
quiet to the fowers. Whenever doubts have been
thrown upon the government of his Highness time
has always righted us, and it has beeu ultimatelyconfessed that the suspicions were unfounded. I
shall not longer dwell upon tills point: for It seems
to me that Europe at preseui knows how tocbtlmaie
the alarms win.ban bulertaiued about us.

Tbe Dcelurntion Announced in Conntmitiiio-
pl<.A i'rviouiid Sensation for the I'orte.

CONSTANTlNOl'LK, Dec. 29, 1870.
The declaration of the independence of the Dan-

ubian principalities has Just been announced In the
Turkish capital. The news has produced a most
profound sensation among the people, and it Is
alleged that the Sultan and his Cabinet arc both
excited and alarmed by the Intelligence.

Lit rwivuto urged the government "to claim, In
vxctwuge for the Danubian principalities, the Bes-
sarabi.in frontier of the Dniester, on account of its
uot being a Slavonic district."

L UXEMBOUR3.

Austria's Reply to the lYti»*inn Circular.
Closer in ^eiitiuieut with England.

London, Dec. 29, 1S7?W
The official reply of Baron von Boust, Premier of

Austria, t« the Prub.^lau state paper, signed by
Count Bismarck, in which tho government of Ring
William virtually declares that the neutrality of
the territory ot the Duchy of Luxembourg is
abrogated, is couched la language similar
to that employed by Earl Granville, Secre¬
tary of State of England, in his note
delivering tho oplnlou of the British Cabinet on tho
same subject. The principle of the faith of treaties
is maintained pretty much in the words which were
used lu tho Austrian despatches which have been
published in tho Vienna ''fled Book"' thus:.
With tho day of Sedan tiio successes of tho

German armies had reached their zenith. Al¬
most all Europe expeetcd thai the march of
victory would now draw to a clo.se and bo suc-
ceeucd by ptacc. But sho was disappointed. The
murderous war continued, and public opinion in
the neutral States urged upon the respective gov¬
ernments tho question how long they were going to
renialu passive spectators or the terrible drama
without making an attempt to arrest the work of
destruction. As credible as this manifestation of
its noble disposition is to tho character of the
people, and must do approved of from the stand¬
point of humanity, the less are the reproaches
justnied which, as an emanation of a wrong ieel-
ing of sympathy, were launched against the
government. Intervention at a favorable niement,
it is true, had not been absolutely put out of the
quesiien at the time; but, iu order to be cifcctivc It
must e ther be undertaken collectively or proceed
from a Power which, like England, Is only distantly
concerned In the course of events, or morally siding
so openly frith tlio ceniueror. like Russia, as to ex¬
clude Uie suspicion that such au Intervention was
dictated by sclllsh motives, or undertaken with a
view to cripple tne ambition of the victor, it is a
well-known fact thut neither England nor Hussla
made a move or that kind, and Aumro-Huugary is
not lu a position to assume the precedcnco due, as
matters stand 50 these two great Powers in this
question. Austria cannot lake the initiative nor
put a veto on the price which the victor will de¬
mand at the conclusion of peace.
Tbe present motives of Bismarck's policy are:.
First, Injuries to the Prussian functionaries;

secondly, sending provisions to the fortress of
Thionvllle by means or Eastern Railway; thirdly,
not having frustrated the eilortsof Frcuch prisoners
to return to their own couutry.

CHINA.

ReiiMurinff Report* from the North.Winter
on the Bank)) or the Peiho-A Cbuuce tor
the Agitator.;.

London, Dec. 29, 1870.
Telegrams from China dated at Hong Koug on tbe

13th of December have beeu received hero.
The advices report that quiet bad beeu restored lu

the northern districts or tne omplro.
Winter was approaching rapidly. It was expected

that the Pelho river would be irozen over at an
early day. communication with Tlen-tsln by water
would tnen be suspeuded. This expectation ap¬
peared to give pleasure to the political agitators, or
lusiirireuts. a 7 Kiev are termed.

ENGLAND.
I'vnitticrrlftl Complications ReNultlnff from

ifco Wiu.Prussia Joalou* Even of ticUatlHo
Expedition*.

London, Dec. 29. 1870.
The English government, upon an application of

Count Uernstorir, stepped a ulilu chartered by the
French government to lay a submarine cable to
oonnect Dunkirk, Cherbourg, Brest ami Bordeaux.
The ihip wan given In chargo to the Custom House
oiilcers on the river Thames. The cablo on board
was seized. Three hours after the flrtt uytlce of
this embargo an application was made for me re¬
lease of the ship, which wan refused.

Sequences of tbo C»roeU Urtantid Murder.*.
Legal Froc«vt Abuied.

London, Dec. 29, 1870.
An order of legal accusation which was issued

.owe time sinco by the authority of the Crown
against Mr. Noel, charging hlni with actual com¬
plicity in the brigands acts of murder lu Greece, has
been abated by countermand.

It la alleged by some uartios that the government
does act wish to open the question of police authori¬
ty in Greece Just now In consequunce ol the delicate
relations of the Eastern policy.

The Bank Return.
London, Deo. 29, 1S70.

The amount of bullion in the vaults of tbo Dank
of Eugland has decreased 4131,000 during the week
ending to-day.

GERMANY.

Navigation Impeded by Ice.
London, Doc. 29, 1S70.

The harbor of Kiel is cloaed by ice.

COAST AHD HARBOa DEFENCES.

Return of a Commission from
Europe.

Iron Shiolds for Casemates.The Superiority
English Systoms- Investigations in Russia,
Prussia, Austria and Belgium . What

Those Governments are Doing.

Last summer the Secretary of War appointed
Generals John Q. Barnard and 11. O. Wright, and
Colonel P. a. Michio, of the engineer department of
t.ie army, a commission to visit Europe and uiaico
Investigations and report upon

nAltnOR AND COAST DEFENCES.
The commission was more particularly Instructed

to Investigate the advantages of iron for sea coast
and harbor defence purposes. These gentlemen left
in June last, aud after visiting all tho principal
points in England, Kupsla, Prussia, Austria aud
Uclgluut have returned to this country, aud are now
engaged on the compilation of

TllBllt KKPOUT,
which. If it does not recommend tlio employment of
certain material, gives soino valuable suggestions
and Information. Their llrst visit was to tho Eng¬
lish forts aud workshops, where It was found the
government are actively employed in experimenting
with Iron as a means of coast defence. Thoy speak
lu terms of praise of the advanced ideas of tho
Engltsn authorities, who have led In efforts to arrive
at the most perfect system; but alter lull investiga¬
tion

Til E COMMISSION 19 NOT SATISFIED
that it would be advisable to employ Iron, owing
to tho lact that It Is exceedingly expunslvo, and
if adopted by the War Department might
have to bo superseded lu a year or two
by some other system. They discovered thai tho
English are applying tron scarps to their Hplt-
liead works, which are entirely surrounded by
water. To guard the passaged of the channel tlicy
have constructed granite casemates wltii iron
shields. At the tune of the visit of the commission
very little had been done towards applying the Iron
to tho works, but the danger of becoming suddenly
Involved In war has compelled them to goon with
tlio Improvements aud apply the iron shields, and
all the shops uro now actively at work. 'I he details
of the English works are very complete, and will bo
set fourth in detail In their report. They employ

OI'EN BATTKKIKH
when not too near to be swept iroin ships* dock.i.
sometimes with iron shields and sometimes merelybarbette batteries. They propose to use In tho openbatteries the Moncrier guu carnage, which will, it
Is believed, greatly tend to protect the guns from
being dismounted. It is the intention of the EnglishWar OfUce to employ oo-uructions and water bat¬
teries largely In harbor defence. In the actual fabri¬
cation of iron for defensive purposes tho coiuinl-t-
slon found that England Is tar ahoad of tho Unlicd
States, having been longer experimenting. In some
el their sUlpa thoy roll otr plates fifteen Inches taick,but for

TUB 8niE!.T>8 OK THSIB CASEMATES
they propone to employ several thinner plates, In¬
stead of those of ulteen Inches. fliey roll plates
eight by twe.ve ;eet in length and live inches thick.
In tills country tUore Is hut one null- Mcorehoad &
Co. '8, of Pittsburg. where i lates are rol ed out, und
they have only reached atljicKneBS of tweivo inches.
The commission proceeded to Kuasla and pursued
their investigation;! there. Tuc.v ilud that it is tho
nation where proper steps have liecn ta«.en to em¬
ploy iron. The government lias made uiauy experi¬ments. They have constructed a new line 01 de¬
fences

OUTSIDE Of CRONBTADT,
leaving tho oM granite line in tne rear. Thcso new
delenccs consist of two distinct wofits.ouo u series
of live

battehies BFntjti) inos shields,
which shows the progress of application, although
many of the shields are not of any pur lcular merit,
ihe other is a niugmflcent work for mounting six
turrets witli KuiiB between thorn protected l>y tiie.-o
shields. Both these works are on artificial sites in
water from ten to twenty tcet deop. Tile commis¬
sion believe that this turreted work is

THE MObT POWERFUL HKACOAN'f BATTKRY'
in the world. The authorities have closo I tUe north¬
ern' channel by a long scries ef works on artlllcittl
sites. They also depend largely upon tor¬
pedo.;?, obstructions and harbor deience ves¬
sels after the pattern of our monitors, which
were mounted with 15-lnch Rodmans, but urc now
being superseded bv stoel rifle guns Imported from
Krupp's works at ETsseu, Prussia. 1 he government,however, Is now establishing shops and ship yards
and proposes to manufacture Its own war material
and means of dercuce. The visit of the couiiuiiislon
to

PRU38IA
did not result In eliciting any Important Iilnts likely
to tie of advantage to our government. Prussia has
done very iutle practically towards demonstrating
tho merits of iron. Her defences along iUe iialilc
coniLst 01 guns mounted In uarbotto.

AUSTRIA.
The commission visited points In Austria and was

cordially received. Her system of torpedo defence
was admired and studied. The hutbor defences
near Trieste, on the Adriatic, were caremily exam¬
ined, and showed their ideas of the arrangement of
modern gnus lor defensive purposes. They have
dispensed with Iron entirely as toe expensive, and
are modifying their works to enabie them to resist
heavy guns, but by what means tlio commission
does not state. Their investigations

IN UELUIL'M
were not. attended with any great results: nut the
oflloers speak lu eulogistic terms »f tho fortifications
of Antwerp, which arj niagniliceut and well calcu¬
lated to resist a siege.

CONCLUSION.
The conimlsilon, after careful investigation, are

not prepared to recommend the adoption of Iron on
account or its groat cost; but they have obtained, it
is believed, may valuable hints that will be fully tie-
taiied in their oillcial report. As an Illustration of
the probable cost of adopting iron shields lor harbor
deience it may be mentioned that, taking Fort
Wadsworth as an example, the present cost per
gun Is about $e,too. With iron shields to granite
casemate* tne cost would pruoaoly bo not less than
$cu,ooj per gun.

SQUATTiiR SOVEREICHTY.

Removal of Settler* from the Miami Reser¬
vation In Kaunas.A Job of tho Indian
King. ST. LOUIS, Dec. 29, 1870.
A despatch from Fort Scott, Kansas, says:.

Colonel Merrill received ordere from tho War De¬
partment yesterday, instructing him to remove all
the settlers from tho Miami Indian Reservation in
this State at once. There are Irorn 3,ooo to 4,ooo
settlers upon these lands. Lacygena, a thriving
town, of 1,200 inhabitants, is also on the same land,
and must share tne same fate. Tlie Reservation em¬
braces 70,000 acres of the finest lands in Kansas,
and much of It is well Improved, wltn good houses,
rarms and growing orchards. This order, It is al¬
leged, has been secured through fraud and misrep¬
resentation by some members of the "Indian ring,"
who are saiu to be Interested in having the settlers
removed in order that tliey may sell the lands and
pocket the proceeds. Colonel Morrill goes up to¬
night, aud will be followed by one cqinpauy ui Uuilcd
States cavaUv to-morrow.

F I E ES.
Bnrnlo* of Hall Nendowit Harm and Otbrf
Property Near Fort H litiylor.Lose El«hl
TbuuMiDd Dollar*.

A large tract ox bait meadow near Tort Schnylar,
Wcstchoster county, was fired on Tuesday night b/
Home boys intent on having a little run, when ttia
flames, aided by the high winds prevailing at tho
time, rapidly spread in the direction of Mr. fltepnen-
sen's premises. burning up fences and communleat*
Ing with two of his largest bams, stooged with liayr
which were totally destroyed, notwithstanding th$
prompt assistance of the Bremen. Ills lo.*s is known
to be very heavy, though no correct estimate, ot
course, can yet bo given. From here the lire swept
along with resistless rorco to the farm of CaptainJohn Wright, burulng coachhouse* and stables to
the ground, and a large new l arn, which was aisd
filled with hay. This geuticman's loss will probably
not be ie*.s tUan $a,ou0 or |J,000; believed to bo 10»
BureJ.

&&a£sr of jou? o. siuai tt.

Baltimorr, Dec. 20, 1870.
John n. Snrratt delivered his lectnre at Concordia

flail to-night before about 250 persons. Ho was
afterwards arrested by a United States Deputjf
Marshal on charge of not having paid his license afl

a tobacco dealer in this city two years ago. Tti<j
arrest was made after the lectnre had been de'-'
itvered, the design being, as alleged by his friends,
to prevent his lecturing in Washington to-morrow
niutit as announced. Tie was titken before United
States commissioner ltogurs, but walvod examina¬
tion and gave ball In fi.soo for appearance at thd
March term of ttie United States District Court.
Snrratt has been lu Baltimore some aavs.

RAILROAD CATASTROPHE.
Sr. Loms, Dec. to, 18T0.

The Eastward bound night express train on th«
Missouri Pacific Railroad ran oit the track
this morning at linger station, seventy -lire ml lea
west of here. The Express and baggago
ears were completely wrecked, and William Harris,
of Atchison, Kansas, express agent, was seriously
and the baggage manor slightly hurt. The accfn
dent was caused by the sinking of a sill on which
the switch rested. The engine ran soiuq
thirty yards over frozen ground, and the exprosrf
car ran Into a freight train on the side track ana
tiadl.v Injured Its engines, leaving hardly a vestigd
ol itself, whllo the baggage ear was buried down aot
embankment. The damage to the train Is from
$2&,0tX> to $30,000.
A..For a Styllnh atid Kleraat Holiday Hal

go to ESl'ENSCllEID, Manufacturer, 118 Najiau iircul.

A..A..A..Tlio Bent Holiday Gift,
A FLORENCE 8EW1NO MACHINE,

W6 Broadway.
* ******

8TEINWAY * SONS.
Manufacturer* of Grand, 3 iiiare and Upright

PIANOFOHTES,
Invito the Attention *f the public to their uplendld ai«ort-
meut of Pianoforte* at moderate prices. Old Piano* taken
In exchange. Evory Pianoforte warranted for Ova yoars.Illustrated catalogue* malle 1 fri>o on application.

WAREROOMS, STEINWAY 1IALE.
109 and 111 East fourteenth itrect, New i'orlc.

A Holiday Gift of Heal Value.
On* of Smith'* American Organ*.Hr far the beat made.

DrORAV A ELLISON, Amenta, 37 Uulon B'piare.

A..]I« rrluM'» Patent
CHAMPION HA PES.

%tl Ur uorusr Murray *tr*it

A..'Ladle* Fur*.
Now I* the time lo get bargain*.

at WARNOUK A CO'S.,519 Broadway.
A..A..Royal Ilnvana Hupplem«"ntary.*Determined l»y the drawings of the Rural Uavana Lottery.For Information, Ac., adJres* MolNTIRK, OREUOKY 4

CO., 31ti Canal itrect and 154 Chatham street.

A..Perfect Fitting Rottn and Show* and
warm OVERSUOES, cheap, at UROOK8', 675 Bro^Jway.

An Rlenant Hrleetlnn of Diagonal Walking
Coats at DP.UMOOLD, KIMH A CO.', at modorate prices.

DKUMUOLO. KINO A CO., 423 Broalway,
b»tweim Canal and Howard atreete.

A..For a Ftyli*li and ICIeunnt Holiday Ilat
go t j DOUUAN, 102 Na**au *tre#t, corner of Ann,

A..Hew Yeav>e Presents.Lndlcs and Gen¬
tlemen'* elegant embroidered Slippers, at E. A. BROOKS',ii'i 5 Broadway.
A..New York Club and Kink Sluten,

wholesale ami retail. Depot at E. A. BROOKS', 675 Broad¬
way.

A.. rio!l«Tn.y I'rcnentu of AITprtlun md
cluirlty.WHEELER A WILSON'S Lockstitch SewingMachine*. Salesroom , 6-5 ltroadway, New York.

After Wni") Pfnttlcncr nnd Intcmpppnw'o,Colds lead to the greatest destruction of human life, malm#
because a cold Is MO often considered a very ordinary, tiT-
fllnu Hllalr. Just us woil lett to go a* It oamn, an>l hence sys.tematleal/y iiogleuted, until a simple. curable affection is
converted Into a serious and generally ratal pulmonary dls?
ease. The more prudeul, aware that a violent couch or col4should never t>« trilled wlih, but, on the contrary, taketi
caro of from Its Inolplency, promptly rnako use of I)r,JAYNE'B EXPECTORANT, a curative which has nustainejIts reputation for over thirty years as a remedy always eflW
radons and sure to exer. a most beneiiclal Iniluenoe on allthe Brenobial and Pulmonary Organs, bold by all druggist*.

A ..Si»crtac-les, live 1 Jlnsse«, Opera and Fluid
Gla.i?cs. .T A M I.K PRENTICE, 1«4 Broadway,
A..To the (ieiitlemen of New York..F. If#AHIPON A SON this day open their new r.tore, at 230 Fifth,

avenue. Their new style of Dross llat and tuelr Improvedrii ipeau de Maehanlqas, or Opera Hat, all of their own'
manufacture, will be round fully t > sust tin their mutilation,for pre-etnlnence. The price of their best bat has been try
duced to $4.

t>
T'

An Assortment o' Wine*, llrandlen, dee.) fl(the boll lays. JOHN J. STAFF. 116 Chambers street.

A G'hansred Crowi Fond Delation..Ele»
gantly painted Porcelains, beautiful velvet framed Pictures;bull Broadway prices. UKADLEY'8, 71 Liberty struct.

A..Closing Out,
OUR IMMENSE

* 'WHOLESALE STOCK
GENTS' AKD BOYS' WINTER

CLOTHING,
nt retail, lesn than wholesale prices.

HROKAW BROTHERS,
2 1 to S( Fourth avenue and 63 Lafayctt J placQ.

C.iy Wnrnaek <V fi.'i
Seven Dollar Holiday Hat.
Gel a UeuUeman's llat.

619 Broadway
nutrliol ir'H lliiir Oyr.-Tbe lIc.Ht In tlioworld. Tuo only nertect dye ; harmless, reliable, injtauU

ncous. Factory, 14 Bond xtiect.

fliirnclt's li a Hist on Is (he Bent Co.-tmcttcHWIUTOOMB'8 ASTHMA REMEDY. Suro euro.

Davltl'a Holiday Style o» Gentlemen's Unit.Salesroom 29% Broadway, near Duanc street.

Piimon'1' and Wmclie* Bonght and Mold*GEO. <3. ALLEN, 613 Broadway, under St. Nicholas Hotel.

r)lnninndn« tVatehen nml Jewelry Selling ntlowest prices. GEO. 0. ALLEN, 613 Broadway, under StNicholas Hotel.

Eleetrical Treatment of nil Appropriate*diseases at the GalvanoFaradio Institute; Baths combiningthe recent discoveries, Ac. Call or send for circular. 162Last ibirty-fourth street, corncr Third avenue.

F.ureka Mineral IVsier( Snratoca Pnrlnps.
Superior to all others for dyspepsia and diseases of liver an<t
kidneys. B.J. LEVY, Agent,No. 7 Hudson River Railroad depot, Varlck street.

Full Droaa ('onts AInde In the Most Fashliti«
ablo tlvles; ready made, from $43 to $25, with Vests to
match, at DRL'MGOLD. KIND A OO.'S, titf Broadway,between Canal and Howard streets.

Holiday* Are Hera.And So Also In Kno*.
with bis fine assortment of Fl'RS, suitable for holiday

E resents, suitable for presents at any time. By the war.
no*, perhaps, does not make as much stir about his Furi

as some people, yet he keeps the genuine article, and when
you purchase furs at Knot's you always get lust what IS
represented to you. Knox's wlntor styles or HATS cannot

be surpassed either. Knox's establishment la corner Broad*
way and Kultoo street.

Tnvrrre** ( lotika from 013 to 933. Over*
coats remarkably cheap. Custom work as usual.

CLARKE, Tailor, 114 Wllbim (treat.

Mailed Free for 23 rente..I>r. Kafcn's Lee*
lures on Nervous Debility; Marriage. It c obligations and
impediments, and diseases arising from Imprudence, with
caees from aeitial practice. Addrees Secretary Dir.
Kahn'a Museum, 746 Broadway, New York.

Ilovnl Havana Lottery, Supplementary..
For information address LL'TUY A CO., 240 Greenwich
street, New York. .

^pnol Cotton.Orra Sc McNanrtt'a.Cheapest
and best Imported, for hand and machine sewing. Full as¬
sortment. ALKXANDER KNOX, Ml Pea.l street.

Silver Elated Ten Seta.
Sliver PI nted Coffee Urns.

Silver Plated Wine Stands.
Ill HAM YOUMU'3, 24 Jobu street.

That Beautiful Hnl'dny l'rea«»nt,
the Q KA PllOSCOPli,

is to be bad of
E. A H. T. ANTHONY A CO.,

bVl Broadway,
opposite tbe Metropolitan.

Stereoscopes, Cbrotnoe, Frame Album*.

The Mother's Remedy for A?I I) <ti'nso«
with winch children are aullde 1 is MRS. WlNdliOu'ti
SOuTUliSG SYRul,


