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i AMUSEMENTS TO-MORROW EVENING.

GLOBE THEATRE. 788 Rromdway —VARIETY ENTER
MAINMENT, &C - LITILRE Bo Pxep.

NEW YORK STADT THEATRE, 45 Bowery —EMILIE
WALLOTTE,

" PIFTH AVENUE THEATRE, Tweniv-fourth sirest.—
BARATOGA.

. BOOTH'S THEATRE, 4 si., between &b ano Oth ave.—
DUCEELIEY.

POURTEENTH STREET THEATRE (Theatre Francais}—
EoWIN FORRRST A8 KiNG LeAw.

NIBLO'S GARDEN, Eroadway —TH® Srrorac y
Tur BLAcK CBOOK. i REEALRS, O

WALLACK'S THEATR —
Pl EATRE, Broadway ana 10th sireet

LINA EDWIN'S THEATRE, 7% Rroadway.— HUNTED
WownN; OR, THE TWO LIVES OF MARY LEIGI,

GRAND OPERA HOUSE, enr.nur of Bih av, ana 354 st—
Winary OPERATIO CARNIVAL

OLYMPIC THEATRE. Broadway.—THE PANTOMIME OF
RICHELIKU OF THE PERIOD.

n:p“wzav THEATRE, Bowery. -SEE Saw -NECE AND
WOOD'S NUSEUM Brondway, corner Sinh al, - Perform-
mnces every aftoraoon apd evening,

MRE. F. B. CONWAY'S PARK -THE " Ly -
Tur Kep Licur. sl

BROOKLYN ACADEMY OF MUBIO-READING AND
Coxcenrr,

TONY PASTOR'S OPERA HOUSE, 201 Bowery.—Va-
BIELY ENTEETAINMENT.

THEATRE COMIQUE, 614 Brosmdwsy.—CoMIc VOOAL-
FEM, NEGRO ACTH, AU,

SAN FRANCISCO MINSTREL HALL, 545 Broa dway.—
Frano MiINsTRFLEY, FARGES, BURLESQUERS, &0

BEYANT'E NEW OPERA HOUSE, 234 st., betwsen 6th
aod Tih ava—NEGEO MINSTRELSY, f-:n.:..s.\-run-lrmp, &0,

HOOLEY'S OPERA HOUSE, Brooklyn.—-HoonLEy's
AELLY & Luox's MINSTERLS N PO

STEINWAY HALL, Pourteenih strest-~GRanp CQoxe
TERT.

APOLLO HALL. corner :'th- street and Broadway.—
D Counx's DIoRAMA OF IRELAND, i}

NEW YORK CIRCUS, Fourteenth strest. SCENES IN
THE RING, ACEOBATS, &U.

NEW YORK MUSEUM OF ANATOMY, 618 Eropndway,—
BUIENOE AND AgT. 1

DR, KAHN'S ANATOMICAL MUSEUM, 745 Broadway.—
Buirxor Axp AR,
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Tae Cageer oF THE Horsgr has been
brought to & somewhat ignoble close. At last
advices ehe was lying in Port au Prince har-
bor, closely blockaded by a Spanish gunboat,
Her crew had deserted her and had taken
passage for New York.

RecENT ADpvices ¥roM  MaxiroBa show
that the former accounts of the ravages of the
gmallpox in that country were not overdrawn.
1t is estimated that two thousand Indiane and
gettlere have fallen victims to this peslilence
within a few months.

Tag Damies Casan.—A  despatch from
Aspinwall says that a letter has been received
from Captain Selfridge, of the Durien Explor-
ing Expedition, stating that a route for a canal
has beem discovered, commencing near the
month of the Atrato river, which is entirely
practicable, the highest point on the line being
but three hundred feet above the ocean. If
this statement proves correct the great prob-
lem of the American interoceanic canal is
golved, thanks to American pluck and perse-
verance,

Bex Brrier as A “Brwl” v Gorp.—The
belligerent ideas of Ben Butler on the Ala-
bama question are, of course, well known.
Hence the announcement yesterday of his
probable appeintment to succeed Secretary
Fish in the pew Cabinet which Genersl Grant
e cogitating threw the “bears” in the Gold
Room into spasmz of terror and entranced the
“‘pulls” with delight. The golden barometer
registered the scosation produced by this
fotelligence by marking a rise in the price of
the precious metal from 111§ to 1111,

Sovrs Awmerioa, —Our  despaiches  this
morning contain the usual accounts of revolu-
gions and disorders among the South American
republics.  In Uragnay the revolutionists are
making beadway. having defeated the gov-
ernment forces at Cacie, with a loss of
one hundred and fity men. From Bolivia
ghe sdvices are most onfaverable for
the goveroment, Potosi has been captured
and destroyed by the revolutionists, who
tud five hundred men killed in the atsack.
fMhe city was pillaged for three days,
and unheard-of atrocities were committed by
Ahe drusken soldiery. The Indians in all the
provisces have risen against the governuu:nt,
mnd some fitty thousand patives are murching
Ro join the insurgents. It is evident that the
lexisting adminisiration will soon be over-

wn, and that Morales, the insurgent

will asgue Wie Presidential chair

The Armistico=The Coming French Na-
tiosal Assembly—What s the Prospect?
The present armistice in France (of which,

by special cable despatches, we published the
full text yesterday) ends on the 19th instant,
Meantime the elections for the National As-
sembly will be held in Paris to-day (Sunday),
and throughout the wvarious departments on
the 8th (Wednesday next), and the Assembly
will meet at Bordeaux on the 12th (Sunday
next), The Assembly, an organic body which
we would call a natienal convention, will con-
sist of seven hundred and fifty-three deputies,
and the elections, in spite of Gambelta, are to
be open to all parties and all sorts of can-
didates—to the imperialist and Orleanist as
well a8 to the republican. The Assembly will
be charged with the important task of recon-
structing the government of France, but, first
of all, with the consideration of the German
condidons which await it as the conditions of
peace.

These terms, it is understood, will embrace,
at least in territory, the surrender of Alsace
to Germany, which will include the great city
of Strasbourg, the removal of France entirely
from the river Rhine and Rhine valley, and
to the western drainage of the Vosges moun-
tains. Next, France will be called to meet
the demands for the surrender of twenty ships
of war, a coleny in Cochin China, and a cash
indemnity of two thousand millions of dollars,
Lastly, Germany will probably insist upen
holding Metz and other fortresses of Lorraine
as “‘material guaramtees” for the fulfilment of
these other conditions. With this budget of
heavy demands upon it what will be the re-
sults from this forthcoming National Assem-
bly of France? Very little time will be
allowed the members of the Assembly for
useless debates. They meet on the 12(h, and
they must decide by the 19th whether it is to
be peace or war, or u request for an extension
of the armistice.

The issne is doubtful; but the Assembly
must resolve upon peace or war by the 10th
inst., or aek a furlher extension of grace. By
the first article of the armistice, which covers
the land and sea, it ‘“‘is terminable everywhere

on the 19th day of February, at noon.” The
second article provides that *‘the armistice
thus agreed upon has for its ohject to permit
the goverament of National Defence of France
to convoke an Assembly, freely elacted (mark
the words, *‘freely elected”), which will pro-
nounce on the question whether the war shall
be continued or what terma of peace sball be
mnade.” This article further provides for the
meeting of the Assembly at Bordeaux, and
that “*every facility will be given by the com-
manders of the German armies for the election
and meeting of the deputies who will compose
the Assembly.” This is the exact text of the
main article of the armistice, as furnighed
from our special correspondent at Berlin. It
will be observed, too, from our despatches of
this morning’s issue, that Count Bismarck in-
tends to have a square election, or the im-
perial Corpe Ligislatif dispersed by Gambeita
and Company on the 4th of September last.
The armistice, then, hag for itz object the
election and convocation of a National As-
sembly to decide upon the question of peace
or war. Count Biamarck wants nothing more
than a rezponsible government with which to
treat; and this Assembly, freely elected by
the French people, and acting in their name
and by their anthority, wiill be government
enough for him. He clearly expects that the
Assembly will first consider the terms of peace
which he will have to offer; and evidently with
a trealy of peace his busincss with the As-
sembly will be finished. So that he
gets  his  terms of peace from this
responsible body be does not seem to care
whether they recall the Bonapartes or
the Bourbons or establish the republic.
Indeed, Count DBismarck only asks that the
present government of National Defence shall
be backed by a National Assembly in order to
give it the essential element of natiopal re-
sponsibility in the all-important matter of a
treaty of peace. He made the same proposi.
tion for an armistice scon afier the beginning
of the siege of Paris, hnt Favre and Company
would not listen to it. Outside of Paris and
the other large cities of France they had no
faith in a National Asgembly fresh from the
people. We perceive, too, in the absurd at-
tempt of that andacious demagogue, Gam-
betta, to exclude the Bonapartists, Orleanists
and elder Bourbons from the elections, that
he, at least, fears that otherwise the republic
will be superseded.

The Emperor William, on the other hand,
frankly tells bLis people that, while he hopes
this armistice will bring peace, he is by no
means sangnine of this much-desired issue.
He fears that the war may have to be resumed,
with new trials to the brave hearts of the
Fatherland ; and so, while he is prepared for
peace, he is still preparing for a contion-
ance of the war. But why should France,
in her present helpless and hopeless
condition, resolve npon this suicidal foliy?
Why, with Paris starving and de-
pending for food upon the enemy from day to
day, with the French armies destroyed, driven
off, digpersed or demoralized, with Northern
France eaten out and laid waste by the armies
of Germany, and with Sonthern France com-
pletely at their mercy, why should the Em-
peror William entertain the idea that this com-
ing French Nutional Assembly may still re-
solve to continue the war ?  Because, perhaps,
he expects the confusion of bedlum in this in-
flammable Aszembly, and that it will lack the
eool moral courage to look his conditions of
peace bravely in the face. They are very
hard conditions and very humiliating to the
proud people who bul yesterday thought them-
selves the masters of Europe. But they who
uppeal to the arbitrament of war must abide
by the consequences. The people involved in
the war for our late so-called Southern con-
federncy were a proud people and thought
themselves masters of the United States; but
they were mistaken. Their war was a foolish
one, a* ' mark the disasters and hwwiliations
which it brought upon them: but still when
their Paris was taken they gave up the fight,

We are half isclined to share in these mis-
givinge of the German Emperor touching this
National Assembly. Every intelligent mem-
ber will nunderatand that the resumption of the
war may be the annihilation of France—that
the armies of Germany are competent to over-
run, subdue and disarm every department,
every city, every bele and coraner of the
republio, sad comopetent to bold the whole

| country as part of the German emplre, after
disarming it. Nevertheless, there is reason
to fear that this French National Assembly,
elected and permitted to assemble by the grace
of the encmy holding the French capital, will
be a gathering of dangerous combustibles.
There is reason to fear that, by the patriotic
indignation of such impracticables as Gam-
betta, Ledrn Rollin, the old cackling geose
Victor Hugo, Flourens, Simon, and the old
fire-eater, Crémieux, the Assembly may be car-
ried for war, or that it may be broken up and
dispersed by some bold leader, after the
fashion of the breaking up of the clubs, coun-
cils, conventions and assemblies of the chaotic
times of the terrible first French revolution.
But let uns suppose that this Assembly,
gothering at Bordeaux under all the horrors
and Lumiliations of this wnost dreadful war to
France, is still so far impressed with the ne-
ocessities of submission to the eruel demands of
the remorseless invader as to accept his terms
of peace, indemnity in money, restitution of
territory, surrender of war ships, transfer

of a greal colony, material guarantees
and all, what then? Then, we sup-
pose, that, still holding only certain

frontier fortresses as material guarantees for
the fulfilment of the treaty, the Germans will
retire, and leave the French Assembly to settle
for itself the difficult task of the recomstruction
of the national government. As the Holy Al-
liance restored the Bourbons in 1814 and 1815,
g0 the Germans might now restore the Bour-
bons or the Bonapartes on the terms of Ger-
many. And why should not the practical
Bismarck adopt this shert and decigive pro-
cess? Perhaps because he thinks that this
concession which he makes to the will of the
French people as a conceasion to popular
govereignty will tickle the German people. We
suspeet, however, that he anticipates such a
fearful mess of it in France, such dismal scenes
of confusion (rom the fighting cliques and fac-
tions, such fantastic tricks from aspiring dem-
agogues in this new Assembly, as will cause
the Germans to be thankful that they are better
taken care of by their imperial master and his
imperial establishment than are the poor, un-
fortunate French people, left to the mercy of
ambitious adventurers. We suppose, too, that
Count Bismarck sees how the game will pro-
bably end in a Bonaparte or a Bourbon, rati-
fied in a piébisoite.

We, in this direction, have our apprehen-
sions; but we are still strong in the hope that

this coming French National Assembly, puri-

fied by the fire of this war, will make peace,

and, on the good and strong feundation of
American principles of popular government,

will establish the republic.

Congress Yesterday=The Laws=—
Aid for the Enropean Belligerents—Territo-
rinl Business—Pensions to the Veterans of
1812=The Soutbern Pacific Railroad Bill.
The House bill, te revise, consmlidate and
amend the postage laws, was under considera-
tion in the Senate yesterday, but no resull was
reached, This is the bill in wikdch the repeal
of the franking privilege is provided for, and
therefore its passage will be loeked forward to
with interest. With the lopping off of this
abuse a great many other abuses connected
with it will drop off, such as ths wasteful ex-
travagance in the public printing, the making
of buncombe speeches in the House and the
loading down of the mails with electioneering
documents. By freeing the Post Office De-
partment of the incubus of franked matier the
reduction of pestage to two cents, er one cent,
as suggested by Mr. Samner, will become
practicable and may be looked forward to
within a lew years.

The Senate passed yesterday, after some
debate, a joint resolution authorizing the
President to station at this port one or more
national vessele for the purpose of conveying
breadstufts and sapplies, to be contributed by
the people, in aid of the destitute and snffer-
ing people of France and Germany. This is
a preposition which will meet with the appro-
val and hearty concurrence of our citizens,
though we doubt whether the vessels of our
navy are well adapted for the purpose, There
are, however, plenty of merchant vessels and
steamers owned in this city which will be
much better suited to the purpose, and which
can be chartered at the expense of
the gevernment. A fleet of such vessels,
laden with provisions, would be inadequate to
supply the war-wasted inhabitants of those
countries; but we are sure that the generosity
of our people will be equal to the emergency.
Let us, therefore, contribute with full hands,
and thus manifest at once the benevolence
and wealth of the United States,

The House devoted most of the session of
yesterday to the consideration of bills con-
nected with the Territories. There was no
proposition to convert any of the Territorial
governments into State governments, ner is it
likely that any such measure will pass at the
present Congrees. A bill to organize Alaska
inte a county, with the county seat at Sitka,
and with the public laws and the jurisdiction
of Washington Territory extended to it, was
passed. Notice was given by Mr. Maynard,
of Tennesgee, that he would move to-morrow
to take from the Speaker's table the Southern
Pacific Railroad bill, passed by the Senate
Iast gession, with a view to have action en it
this sesgion. As it will require a two-thirds
vote to get it up out of ita order there is net
much probability of the molion being suc-
cessful, The Senate amendments to the
Heuse bill, granting pensions to the surviving
soldiers of the war of 1812, were non-concur-
red in, as a mere formality, and the whole
subject referred to o commitiee of conferemce.

Postage

Reuier  rvor FRENCH SrrrERgRs.—New
York is never found wanting in good worlks.
Her charitable institutiens are monuments to
the benevolence of her citizens, and never
has an appeal for aid been made to her in
vain by sufferers of other countries, Her
charity is truly catholie, and the universal
world has been recipients of her generosity.
This characteristic of onr citizens was happily
exemplified yesterday in the prompt and ener-
getic response of our Chamber of Commerce
to the appeal of the sufferers by the warin
France for relief. Fifty thonsand francs were
at once placed at the disposal of Mimister
Waushbturne, to be disbursed for the benefit of
the poor of Paris, and this sum will be daily
inereased. Let this example of {he Chamber
of Commerece be followed by our citizens gen-
erally and a fund be contributed that will be

worthy the Empire City.

The Present Musical Semsen In the Me-
tropelis and the Ceuntry.

Music has not received this season the
atteation and encouragement that it deserves
from those who profess to be its particular
patrons, In this city its sphere has beem
limited te the Nilsson concerts, which were
financially above the reach of the greater
portion of the masic-loving public, to the
Stadt theater, where a regular secasen of
German opera has been given, and the opéra
bougfe at the Grand Opera House. We say
limited, beeause the occasional comcerts of
the Philharmonie, Church Musio and Vecal
societies camnot be classed among regular
entgriainments, as they are like angels' visits,
few and far baiween. We mention the Nils-
son concerts, brief though the season was, on
account of the impetns they gave to music,
which, however, no manager here conld be
found capable or willing to take advantage of.
It is a melancholy fact that there exists
al present an inexcusable stagnation in
musical entertalnmments in this city, a
metropolis abounding in musical telent,
conservatories thronged with pupile, a liberal
public and materials of the best description,
The fault is mainly in the absence of true
management in the divine art. We have
dozens of persons whe affix the title impre-
#ario to their names, and who deal with music
pretty much the same as with stock that has
been placed on the index as shaky. Musicis
an nnworked mine in New York, and the lucky
individual who can succeed in unearthing its
treasures and working it properly will be re-
paid by as great a rush of eager patrons as
ever thronged to California or Ballarat when
the auriferous wealth of these regions was firat
announced.

The Philharmonic Society, comprising pro-
bably the finest orchestra in the world, con-
tent themselves with six concerts enly each
year, and the programmes are confined to ene
school of music—the German. The encourage-
ment they have received for the last few years
should embolden them to try monthly concerts
and enlarge their réperioire. The Church
Music Association, now in its second season,
is a very promising organization. Founded
by a number of wealthy and liberal people, and
pogsessing a chorus and orchesira of the most
seloot kind, the concerts of this society are a
source of pleasure to the true musician. So
successful have the efforts of the organizatiem
proved &o far that the concerts might now be
given more frequently and in a less exclusive
manner. The name, ‘‘Church Music Associa-
tion,"” might also be profitably changed to a
more expressive title. The same remarks will
apply to the Vocal Society, another excellent
inatitution, When one considers what a
wealth of vocal taleat we have in this city—
the two socleties mentioned above, the Berge
Choral Union, Harmonic, Mendelssohn Union,
Liedorkranz, Arien and a score of others, and
numerous amateurs im private life, whese
talents would grace either the concert, epera
or oraforio—it 1s distressing to know that all
this talent remalus comparatively idla and
unkrown to the public. Former mismanage-
ment of concerts and oratorios has ereated an
aversion or at least indifference in the public
mind towards those entertainments, but epera
is an ever welcome gneat in this city.

By opera we do net mean those spasmodic
efforts im which a pewly arrived artist is
breught out as a mere catchpemny, with old
foseils as support and choral and orchestral
acoessories of the most contemptible nature,
We speak of Italiam opera (for the other
branches of the lyric drama are merely sub-
sidiary), produced, as it should be, with all
attention to the mimutest details and a care-
fully considered programme for a season. Not
such a horrible chorns as that which our tor-
tured ears have been accustomed to hear for
years past; not a hastily improvised orchestra
and leader whose onmly idea of musie is
noise; not antediluvian scenery and well-wora
dresses, but a perfect ensemble in everything
such as they bave in Eurepe. The usual
answer of our managers to this argument is
that there is not the same encouragement
shown to Italian opera in this city as there is
in Londen or Paris. Ne wonder, certainly,
when we contrast the performances., There is
as liberal a spirit and appreciation of true art
in the public of New York as may be found
anywhere. The concerts of Nilsson, an enter-
prise so coatly that many of Strakoesch’s
friends were dubious as te the result;
the apparently exiravagant system of our
dramatic managers in sparing no expense in
the production of plays; the eonstant, unre-
mitiing labor of our leading piano manufaec-
turers to supply the increased demand for
their instraments, and even the lavish expen-
diture at the Academy balls, have all met with
success proportionate to the degree of
liberality shown by their projectors. Why,
then, shou!d not Italiam opera be made a suc-
cess, no matter how costly it may be?

The musical season in the country has
proved disastrous to all travelling companies,
with the sole exception of Nilsson and Kel-
logg. We kmow of one concert troupe that
left this city with four Italian artlats as man-
agers, and reached Chicago, after many peril-
ous, ludicrous and strange adventures, with
exactly twenty-five centa in the treasury, A
kind barber in the Lake City enabled the un-
lucky impresarii to get back to New York.
This may be taken as a samplo of musical
business outside the metropelis this winter,
And we may add here that never before has
there been such s dull dramatic seasen, also,
in the country.

For the future prospects of music there are
already indications of a revival in the fall.
Rumors are afloat that Parepa and Kellogg
will each have an English opera company,
thet Adelina Patti will be the next star of
Strakosch, that Grau will essay Italian opera
(the last manager, by the way, who furnished
us the real article), and that we will have a
regular inundntion of European artists, Let
them ceme; there is room enough for all here.
At the same time we trust all present and
prospective managers will not forget home
talent, and that they will engraft it upen the
flourishing laurels that crown the brows of
those who have had im Europe better opportu-
nities to become great artiats than our young
American vocalists.

Tne Mmsourl STATE SENATE yesterday
passed a resolution instructing their Senators
and Congressmen to eppose f{urther appropria-

tions for oubliy bulldiges in Washingion

The Knight of La Mancha% famons tiit
agninst the windmill was not more absurd
than this attempt to remove the national
capltal.

The Taylor Wil Case=Closing Proceed-
ingw.

On Thursday last, the twenty-ninth day of
the trial, the last of the witnesses snmmoned
to glve testimony in the Taylor will case
appeared on the stand, and, with the usual
formal words of the interrogating counsel,
““T'hat will do, sir,” the case for and against
the disputed will closed. The mass of testi-
mony taken during those twenty-nine days of
actual sessions of the coust is enormous, The
able counsel to whom was entrusted the task
of eliciting from the witnesses on the side of
the proponents every word, act or incident
in proof, or tending to throw the mimutest
gleam of light on the genuineness of the will,
of course omitted nothing that could possibly
be favorably construed in support of his view
of the case. Counsel on the other side, who
had made himself thoroughly master and con-
fident of every ineident in the home life of the
parties—before the marriage and after—when
disappointments and regrets had, as alleged,
usurped the place of affection and fond antici-
pations—he, toe, certainly made the best pro-
fessional use possible of the material at his
hand te upset the will,

During the twenty-nine days of session
ferty four witnesses were summoned, called
and examined. Here was a chance for a
coincidence, and the coincidence actually
oceurred, that twenty-two witnesses were ex-
amined on either side, making the whole forty-
four. 1Ina legislative view this would be a
‘'tie,” and the presiding officer by his casting
vote would determine to which gide the secale
should preponderate. DBut it is not to the
number of witnesses that justice adheres, but
to the weight of testimony, so that in the eye
of the law a witness or any number of wit-
nesges only count according te the value of
the testimony whioh one or all ean give. Sur-
rogate Huichings, presiding, was scarcely
elected to the bench of the Surrogate’s Court
when his term of office was inaugurated by
disputed will cases of very grave and impor-
tantcharacter. For instance, the Alexander
and Fox will cases, which came up

befera him almost on the moment
of his assumption of the office. The
Alexander case excited almost universal

public interest, and the mystery interwoven
therewith was oy fnally dispelled through
the searching examination permilted, en-
couraged and sustained by Mr. Huteh-
ings' rulings as Surrogate, and which
resulted in the contestant—-the daughter of
the deceased—Mrs. Burke, recovering a large
amount of the property which had been frandu-
lently alienated from her. But the Taylor
“‘domestic drama” has certainly no parallel
of late years in the testamentary jurisprudence
of our country. The whole of the inner family
life exhibited through all the evidence of the
witnesses, who, like Wilkie Collins’ charaec-
tera, ““tell their own stories,” furnishes testi-
mony upon which the most sceptical or the
most eredulous, on one sid2 or the other, may
be excused if they waver and fail to judge
at once into which scale, like Manlius,
they are to throw the sword. A careful
perusal of the main points of the
testimony is all-important to the issue,
We have before spoken of the little reliance

that can be placed on expert festimony,
and, in a case in poiut referred to at Loe

time, proved the uiter worthlessness of all
such testimony; and yet, as admitted by
counsel and his clients, thia is the class of
testimony unpon which their cause mainly
depends.

The stress laid by counsel upon the deep and
lifelong affection of the deceased for his
granddaughter, with his frequent allusions as
to the cerlainty of her being his sole legatee,
combated on the other hand by the facts tes-
tified to of the estrangement of these affections
in consequence of Kate's unacceptable mar-
riage, and the bitterness and unpleasantness
following thereon, are more within the pro-
vince of counsel for discussion and ef the
Surrogate to rule upon than of a newspaper
article. And here we dismiss the case for the
predent, assured that the summing up of coun-
gel on either side will be worthy of the inter-
eat which the case has heretofore excited, and
that the decision of Surrogate Mutchings will
be strictly in accordance with all the facts and
justice of the case.

A Sensible Jurer.

A day or two ago there was finished in the
Superior Court a trial which had lasted
through two weeks. The points at issue, in-
volving a charge of malicious prosecution and
false imprisonment growing out of the pur-
chage of gome old United States gunboats for
the Peruvian government, are not material,
The point worth noticing is this :—Through
these two weelks the jury had patiently sat and
listened to direct testimony and cross-examina-
tions most tediously protracted, and lawyers
more tedious, talking ngainst time ; and then
came the summing up, tiresome tirades of
words long drawn out, and then the judge's
charge. To all this inquisitorial torture the
jury submitted without a murmur. It was
believed a respite had come at last. Not so.
No sooner had the judge finished than
all the lawyers jumped to their feet.
One iosisted that the judge should
charge this. Another insisted that he
should not. One persisted in reading sev-
eral pages of written points, which he urged
should ba given to the jury. Another launched
out inte a review of the whole case. The
judge went over part of his charge again.
There was a general jumble of talk all arouad.
A juror could stand it no longer. ‘I protest,”
he called out to the judge, *‘against this sort
of talking. - It is only bewildering the jury,
and if kept up will get us in such a mud-
dle that we wen't know anything about the
case.”

This was a eensible jurar. He had the
courage to speak out his mind, and it is pleas-
ant to record the historical fact that the law-
yers at once took the hint and subsided into
their geats and silence. It is & greal pity
that there are not more jurers of like sense
and courage. The extent to which jurors in
all our courts have to submit to this sort of
infliction is an outrage. If lawyers are sen-
aible they will stop it, IFf jundges are sensible
they will not allow it. If jurors are sensible

| fhey will not stand it

Washington Soclety.

Just as France exults in the preservation of
the Boulevards as the symbol of world-wide
power, 8o the South may exclaim, *‘Washing-
ton, at all events, is still ours,” The Blairs,
the Corcorans, the Carlisles, the Kennedys,
the Army and Navy and departmeat bureau-
crats, all the same coteries which basked in
the sunshine of the cotion aristocracy, are as
flourishing as ever. Mra. Fish's house, in
days of yore the favorite resort of the Slidells
and Masons and all the grandees of the South,
is again the great focus ef society, with this
difference, that while in the days of the
supremacy of Mrs. Slidell, Mra. Clay and Mra.
Fitzpatrick Mrs. Fish was only characterized
u8 beiug bighly respectable, she is at the pre-
sent day extolled as being supremely queenly.
Bevies of young girls, recruited from the
remnants of the ex-slavery gentry, with here
and there an interloper from radical ranks,
revelve, as in the days of Jefferson Davis,
around Mrs, Figh’s throne, while small attachés,
supposed to represent royal and gentle bleod,
confirm the pretensions of aristecratioc associa-
tions, dazzling the imagination with distant
glimpaes of court life and permeating even
unsophisticated Westerns with rapturous
ecstasies about the foreign legatiens. The
plantation lords and ladies of the South con-
sidered themeelves jast as good, if not better
than foreign legations, and were consequently
less subserviens to them than is the fashion
nowndays, Rank and power somehow are
more intensely worshipped in the late Southern
and present federal capital in these days of
negro liberty than was the case in the daya of
slavery, the black man himself being as obse-
quious to those dressed in a little brief autho-
rity as he is impertinent to those who are not.
Anybody with a handle to his or her name is
toadied in a manner which surpasses in the
heaviness of its incenso that lavished on
officials in the capitals of the Grand Duchesse
de Gerolstein, or the Prince of Monaco and
the Duke of Modena. But this tendency is
not without artistic compensation. It intro-
duces the opéra bouffe element into Washing-
ton society, and nothing can afford more
exhilaration than the accounts published, and
even talegraphed, of the social entertainments
of the District of Columbia.

The negro contributes not a little to impart
a pleasant zest to these comical ingredients,
In a city where that party which rose to
power throungh him is enthroned he is more
than an Irish or a German citizen.
He looms up in the epical pro-
portions of a parly pet and a nation's
darling. He staliks throngh Pennsylvania
avenue with a proud consciousness that had it
not been for him and the African sun, which
bronzed his skin and woolified his hair, there
would bave been no war, no public debt, no
Bontwell, no Grant, no Revels, no Downing,
no Wormley, no Forney, no Sumner, no loaves
or fishes for his patrons. But socially he is
still under the ban. Ounly a year ago the mar-
riage of the Portuguese Minister's brother-in-
law with a lady of that avointed race set the
District of Columbia's old Southern gentry
wild with furious emotions, and although
several gentlemen of Nubian descent are
members of the House of Congress their
ladies have not yet had the entrée to the Fish
entertainmenta,  Still the dense African
populution crowded in from the country
in the past few years to certain
districta give a pleasant pastoral aspect
to the ecily, which iz enhanced by
the cattle which browse with idyl-like sim-
plicity through the streects. The cows and
pige in Washington do not seem diaturbed by
contact with what are termed superior animals.
They deport themselves like peers and peer-
esses in their own right, and don't go out of
their way to make room for & Congressman, a
foreign minister, or even Mrs. Fish.

Still it would carry romance too far to pre-
sume that Washington was entirely opéra
boujfe or idyllic. There is a demon of cor-
ruption lurking beneath both, And the South-
erners never loved cotton more than their suc-
cessors in Washington society love dollars.
Hence, in a population moted for its
dependence on  public support, the
smallest amount of wealth goes a great
way secially. The comsequence is @
number of emigrants to Washington who
have accumulated some means by dabbling
in real estate, or in governmental contracts
and miscellaneous jobbery, rise to a social
eminence in Washington which they could
never acquire here. So that amusingly obscure
and ingignificant people become in Washingten,
by skilful manipulation of local society what
Mra. Graondy se pleasantly pronounces the
“eréme de la créme.” Thus a emall shoddy
element is added to the opéra bougfe of social
Southern legncy and its Northern reinforce-
ments. Then there are the millionnaires of the
Bemate—Chandler, of Michigan; Pomeroy, of
Kansas ; Sprague, of Rhode Island. In fact,
most of the Senators have managed o gobbla
up land aud dollars except Wilson, Sumner,
Schurz, Edmunds, Patterson and a few
others who constitute & pauper minor-
ity. In the Houge there are Fernando
Wood and Johm Morrissey, both renowned for
their fabulous wealth, and the former for his
gorgeous entertainments, which are attended
by Mrs. Fish and the foreign ministers. Then
there is Mr. Hooper, of Boston, whose very
presence would make a pauper wince and call
up visions of England's landed gentry, and
Qakes Ames, who, though his affairs are like
Hudson, the railwny king, slightly embar-
rassed, continues to rank among the heavy
ones. In the House, however, pauperism
rages more virnlently than in the Senate, and
many of the members have only their salary to
keep sonl and body together. But, whether
rich or poor, there is less sociability among.
Congressmen than there was in the olden
Southern era times, when they lived mostly
in hotels, instead of belog scattered as
at present in cheap and dingy ledgings,
and herding, according te State right doc-
trine, Maine with Maine and Wisconsin with
Wisconsin, parish bound, in fact, 8o that in
the midst of what might be deemed to be
mind-enlarging influences previncialism reigns
supreme, with a tendency to be pleasant and
communieative only when it pays to be so. Of
intellectual communion or fellowship there is
little, most of the Congressmen regarding the
capital as a place to meet their clients, the
lobbyist and jobbers, with hers and thers an
unsophiatisated rustic constituent.

While the opéra bouffe sud shoddydom




