
renr tnoflrfhts and on your strength to those w'no ue
poor and wretched

YOU AI<« LOSING VOCE OWN ROOT.
Too am forgetting to care for your own salvation.
Thus fifty thousand trained men In America are
teaching these doctrines percuMous to the
race. Prom the circumstances of thotr educa¬
tion und catling they exert a prodigiousInfluence on hundreds or thousands of trie people.
These flfty thousand teach faith as the sole requisite
for salvation, and they disregard every Interest of
life, ihey know noihlng efllTe. They tell the ear¬
nest man to labor uo lunges, the thinker to think
no more, and they make men discontented with tne
labor of lUo. On all great works they threw a

"" "" ilsleltchilling Influence, and that Influence is lelt around
the Karth. They thus become, as ihey are charged
with being, the enemies of science, oi progress und
morality. In the hundreds of churches In New York
whore services are hold to-day how many preachers
willspeak of other things than faith? now many will
apeak of those tilings on earth which coin era men
and make tham better? 1 do not disparage the
study of theology; l have spent too many of the
years oi my life In its study to turn from It now
with indifference,

THEOLOGY 18 A SUBLIME STUDY.
There are In each generation a lew men eminently
lilted for this study. Let them pursne It. Botany
aud theology are beautiful sciences, but they do not
require to be studied by tho whole race.

BROOKLYN CHURCHES.

The Growth of Evil and How
to Cheek It.

BEECHER ON PERFECTION.

PLYMOUTH CHURCH.
Tho Divine Htundnrd of Perfection--Love tho

Only Justice.
"A rainy day and a house full of strangers," said

* Plymouth usher yesterday, as he partially made
arrangements for the morning tide. And a houso
full it was, each one of the crowded congregation
forgetting In the flowers, mnslo and eloquence
within, the sloppy dreanness outside. There was a
look in Mr. Beechcr's face as he cume in that
augured well for tne coming sermon; and every
movement.even to tho tucking of his unfortunate
bat In Its obscure position behind the bookstand.
.puke of a subdued power that by and by meant to
let Itself out. Mr. Zundel and Miss Tbursley, who
were seriously missed in the musical service last
Sunday, were In their places, aud the organ volun¬
tary and anthem, "Oh Come, Let Us Worship," were
executed with spirit.
Previous to tho sermon Mr. Beecher asked for a

collection for the Park Congregational church,
saying that Plymouth church had pledged $2,000
in its aid over two years ago, and he was ashamed
from the top oi his head to tho

SOLES OF UIS FEET
that the pledge had not been sooner redeemed.
When Plymouth church has not promised, money
flows from It like water, but once let it pass its
word and it seems to think that sufficient. The
help that we proposed to glvo to this church ought
to nave overflowed the measure that they held out,
instead of their being obliged to milk, milk, milk to
get iu The ushers ana pewholders were patted on
the back and scolded a little, judiciously, and re¬
minded that they must, in the one case.
be patient, and, in tue other, get settled
In their scats early, so that order coma
De bad at the opening or the service.
Tlic ushers were reminded that If any boors present¬
ed themselves, they were tne very ones w hs needed
to go to church, and the text, '-la patience possess
ye your souls," was recommended to these

LONG BUFFERING INDIVIDUALS
as suitable for inscription upon their hearts. Not-
Witstauding the reproach of wealth that. Is cast upon
Plymonth church, Mr. Beecher thought thut mere
plain and humble people were accommodated there
than In any cbnrcn m the United States. Though
some seats are very high, full one-third are very low,
and no man can say that he was turned away be¬
cause nls clothes were shabby. These preliminaries
over, the text was announced as Matthew v., 48.
"Be ye therotore perfect, even as your Father which
la in heaven is perfect." This la nor a rigorous, lm-
peiious command to sudden perfection, because ail
perfection is the effect of gradual growtb. It is
laid of Christ Himself that He was made perfect
through suffering. What was true of the Saviour
was true of the apostles, and In every age stneo
high spiritual life has been evolved through slow
processes. The text means that we are to be perfect
as or according as Qod Is perfect: Unit we are not to
fall on the wrong model, not to try to be perfect in
the wrong way. We are to model our life by the
divine nature.

SUPREME BENEFICENCE
is tne ideal of divine perfection and moat be of Indi¬
vidual christian pencctien. In the text aud con¬
text we have from Christ snrtlcleit indications of
that nature and of tho point m that nature that wo
are to Imitate. Divine leva la not given on account
oi desert, but from ita own necessity of giving. Tills
la the point that I wish to dwell on. God works
towards bounty lroru the pressure of his vast be¬
nevolence that needs expression. A laculty Is in its
highest form when it is forceful, and gives with¬
out solicitation. Thus some natures develop music;
11 they were put on an Island in the middle of the
ocean they would think choruses ana symphonies.
Others are self-moved to poetry. Many men write
poetry as they would

RAISE CORK
for the market; but there are some whose lives are
stalled with poetic color, who see visions and
dream dreams, W bat Is genius ? It is a faculty de¬
veloped above the ordinary, that works unsolicited.
God Is a being whose attributes are so full of sensi¬
bility that they do not need the solicitation of cir¬
cumstances. We In our lower sphere know some¬
thing of spontaneity, and by carrying the idea up and
.oiargmg it infinitely we obtain some conception
or God's necessity to pour out goodness, in the
Apocalypse God's life is spoken or as uowing like
a river. The lilble compares God to a sun. The
sun 13 never solicited. It pours out an Incessant
stream of heat; it must radiate from itself. The
mu shines as warmly and as brigntty upon the

STINliV OLD MISER
as upon the philunturoptst. We cannot get away
froar the fact tnai it is in tnis power of giving, regard¬
less of desert, that we are to be like Gsd. We are
neither to be ascetics nor are we to spend all onr
strength In keeping ourselves bright and building
oai Beives up. We are not to nave the Phariseeisra ol
beauty and mistake esthetlcism lor the bpirit of cue
Gospel. 1 would as soon try to raise a narvest by
the moonbeams as to build a character by esthetics
alone, beauty Is one finger in tho stroDg hand.
Bow does this Idea of divine beneficence agree with
the popular ideas of Justice? There is a kind of

Kilce that will never be found outside of this world,
tico generally divides men Into the good and the

bad, the deserving and the undeserving. There Is
no possibility of such justice. We don't know what a
good man deserveB or what a bad man deserves. We
oan't tell what hereditary strains have come dswn
to him that we call bad; how education has warped
his bias; wbat influences nave struck the colors that
slain him through. We have not the first elements
that

MAKE US FIT TO JUDGE.
What is justice but an administration of kindness
suited to man's necessities? Justice may often give
pain. 1 remember when I used to come in from my
sports all smouched, with hair that had played with
tne winas oi hearea. I needed ray sister's discipline
to make me fit for society. The rubbing and tho
ooinblng didn't feel goon, but it was all to find neauty
tl hope they found It) and a necessary and kind.
process. When 1 had quarrelled with my brothers
or bisters these mysterious tlngllngs were ror my
good; they were grievous, outworked the peaceable
fruits of righteousness. The mother, with her
bosom oi love, says:."My cnild, you shall not go
wrong. I love jou, but you shall not sit with me or
come to the table with aic till yon have asked the
forgiveness of that poor servant. 1 am right to¬
wards von, but jou must get right beroro you can
have the benefit of my love." Isn't that Justice?
But tnere Is another way. The judge
says:."What, drunk another time? Send
aim up for three months. We must
preserve the purity of the community." In¬
difference io suffering is Infernal. Ho who commits
a man to prison, saying, "Ho ought to have It; 1 am
glad,"

SHOWS AM INFERNAL SPIRIT,
ano, though the man may deserve the punishment,
tlrere is no Jnstice In the Judge's heart. No man
has a right to put lus band on a man except in love.
At this point we are to do perfect as God is
perfect. Justice Is tbe Wind Impulse of
tho auimal lu man; in God n is love shap¬
ing and meuldiDg Into tho image of itself.
Forgiveness is the lnstluctive action of true benevo¬
lence. It Is God's nature to forgive. Everybody?
Yes, everybody. All stand on an equal footing. Hut
no man is benefitted by forgiveness who does not
take it. A man eomes to his native land after
weary wanderings. He knows not wlietner his
friends live, for all trace of tnem is lost. He Is tired
with searching, and, discouraged, tie sits down on the
very doorstep of his lather's house, and, leaniug his
head on tits band, sheds homesick tears. Inside an
old man and woman sit side by side. Hhe looks in
the fire and sees ships, and on every one Is

HER SAILOR BOT.
The father laoks at tno mother, and each knows
what the other Is thinking about, both would giveall tno world to put their arms round the boy's neck;
ano he sits outsldo crying. What good does it do
for God to forgive men if they don't know it and
don't want to. Tne sun don't guide a blind man. It
Is ready to gnlde him as soom as he opens his eyes,
people pray to God to forgive them. They might as
well pray lor rain In an equinoctial stenn. The
whole heavens are saturated wit a forgiveness, but
it wUl do you no good unless you take It. You like
tins forgiveness of God, but forget that there is an¬
other side. You, too, must forgive. Men are all
willing to forgive when they are patted and tneir
price satisfied. There is nothing In forgiveness butlove. Itls

NOT A QUESTION OF DESERT
In another; It Is r question of your resemblance to
God. It may be that the epirlt of love may inspire
you to discipline, but it must be lsve, not conscience,
not selfishness, and you are not in a state to decldo
until your heart is full of love. Thousands lurk In
devil's dona that bo around this subject, Many

think tlior am spotless lambs when they are wolves'
cubs. Ttiey tear and rend, and call It justice, is it
not time tnat we tried lovo in the adml n is tration of
society? Wherever It has been tried It tuts suc¬
ceeded, and everything else has failed.

THE BROOKLYN TABERNACLE.

Sermon by Rev. T. De Witt Talmnne."The
Chlcfcst Amoiiji Ten Thousand and the One
Altogether Lovely."
After reading portions of tie Scriptures selected

from the third chapter of Peter and fllty-thlrd
chapter of Isaiah, the Rev. Mr. Talmage, of the
Brooklyn Tabernacle, preached an Interesting ser¬
mon yesterday morulng from the words "Ho la
altogether lovely." In commencing he spoke of the
efforts of the old artists to show us Christ on the
canvas In his different

OFFICES OF LOVE,
showlrf His great renown even though He had not
where to lay His head when on earth. Now, all
spake 01 Christ. His voice could be heard through
the forests, and the lock, the rivulet and the springflowers spefce of Him, saying He wuu lovely, it
was beldoiu we found men who were

THE SAME AT ALL TIMES.
Wo might Una them very pleasant and genial at
houiu, devout at tue church, but wuen we met them
at their business we were surprised to dis¬
cover how much sharpness there was about them.
Wo could seldom Una a man who was tho same
under all circumstances. When we got# a photo¬
grapher's the photographer Invariably places us In
positions in wlucU wo look bo.-t and take i lie best
pictures. Sometimes it would bo a lull-iaccd view,
sometimes a throe-quarter view and sometimes a
sldo view. But with Christ, no matter what view
we had of illrn, He was always the same and the
one

Al/TOOBTIIKR LOVELY.
In a village preparations were progressing for a

wedding. There were garlands, there was music,and for three or four buys the invited guests had
been gutherlng to be present on the happy occasion.
As the merry htugater raug out a plain mau ap¬
peared among them, but there was no chill to the
hilarity. The young people enjoyed themselves the
same, merely remarking, "liero comes Jesus."
jesus saw the wine was giving out, and going to the
door wavod his hand over some water, and turned
U to wine, in older that the guests might
have plenty. The reverend gentleman referred to
lines in which poets had spoken ol tnis act, nut it
was, in his opinion, more beautlluliy expressed In
tula, "Tho unconscious water saw its (iod uud
blushed." If Christ had toeeu like a great manr
people He would have come into the house in me
most solemn manner and began with a detail of Ills
troubles and trials. Hut Christ was different, lie
would not do anything to cast a shadow over the
lives of this happy couple. Co through

Till! FESTIVE HALLS OF EARTH
and And so good a banqueter. How foolish were
those who failed to Invite Jesus to their banquet, lor
lie threw light aud happiness all about Him. Mr.
Talmage spoke of the loveliness ol Jesus among
little children. Tliey knew who loved theru, and
when He appeared they all flocked about blm. Tho
disciples tried to drive them away; but Jo»us, whose
heart was as tender as a child's, said, "Let them
couie unto me." So when their little bark is luunchcd
lor tne other world we saould not grieve, for they
go to the Saviour's arms. God grant thai whatever
mistakes we may have mado in life our little ones
may ail be saved. The reverend gentleman closed
by giving a description of the scenes at tue cross
when je^us was put to death. Did He, who had
licaled the sick and restored the blind to sight, de-
servo such a death? 'l'ticy struck llitii In the face
aud Jeered Him; but ho calle to Cod to forgive
them, for they knew not what tliey did. Hut His
dead was beautiful, aud It we lived right our death
would be beauuiul.

ST. JOHN'S ROHAN CATHOLIC CDIRCH.

The Relapsing Sinner.Man'a Contempt and
Perfidy.God's Mercy and Judgment.Ser¬
mon by the Rev. Michael Hickie.
Notwithstanding the Inclemency of the weather

yesterday morning there was a large attendance at
high mass at St. Jonn's Roman Catholio church,
Sonth Brooklyn. After the first gospel the Rev.
Michael ilickie ascended the pulpit, and preached a
sermon from the gospel of the day, Luke xL, 23.
"And the last state of that man becomes worse than
the first." Indeed It is, said the preacher, for to re¬
lapse into sin is to return to it again, after having
renounced it by sincere repentance. This is so, be¬
cause by such an act there is offered to God a special
contempt,

A SrECIAl ACT OP PERFIDY,
and an ingratitude which renders the unfortunate
aggressor most hateiul in His divine sight. Noth¬
ing involves a more pointed contempt of anything
than the deliberate and voluntary preferment of its
opposite, and the more deliberate and voluntary is
the choice the more signal the contempt. If this be
true there is no good mixed up with the evil. It
may be said that sla is committed to acquire

REPUTATION, BONOK8, RICHES
or the like, but what are these in comparison with
the sovereign good 1 Still, net even for such as
these is sin committed for the most part, but to
gratify some vain curiosity.some lurking, latent
hatred or spirit of revenge.or to satisfy Hie fresh
cravings ol that foul appetite which destroys tne
purity of body and soul. The wretch who offends
his Cod violates a promise freely and most .solemnly
given, and thus offers an especial indiumty to tne
merciful Master, whose pa.don he hud so huinuly
sought, forcing irom Hun

THAT WITHERING SENTENCE,
"How vile thou art made by repeating thy ways,

which thou hast forsworn." Still, marked thougu
be the contempt and base the pcrlldy which tUis sin
ol relapse contains, yet both combined do not otrend
God so much, or render tlie unhappy soul so loath¬
some or worthless in ills sight, as does the iugrail-
tudc which is found In the act. That ingratitude
cau best be understood when we reilect upon the
number aud excellence of the benefits received
irom Him aud tlio ill returns made to Him. A mer¬
ciful God does not ask the sinner what use he lias
made of the blessings He has already given him,
when again, in answer to the sinner's supplication
for pardon,

MERCY IS AGAIN DEALT OUT TO HTM,
hut rather looks to tue penitent heart and tne
earnest resolve for future amendment. The deep
scars mado by sin in the soul the Saviour neaieu:
peace, Joy and tranquillity, of which the soul had
been robbed, He restored; a new life ne infused Into
It. and onco more gave It the light and claim to
.ternai happiness. The arm of Divine justice, wnich
was

UPRAISED FOR THE SINNER'S DESTRUCTION,
and which he, poor, helpless creature, had 110 means
of arresting, Instead of falling upon him with a
crash ol terrible vengeance was extended toward
linn, not alone In forgiveness, but eveu in love and
friendship. But la return for this accumulation of
favors the relapsing sinner endeavors, as lar as in
him lies, to betray again to His enemies his sove¬
reign Lord and benelactor, crucifying him anew and
piercing His heart with a thorn More paluiul tuau
one of those that in His sacred passion

CAUSED THE BLOOD TO TRICKLE
from His sacred temples. Thus is sluso far as It
affects God. Viewed as It ravages the soul itself,
the consequences are most lamentable. Upon the
sinner's reconciliation with God In the tribunal of
penanco his Creator cousents to come and dwell
with him. He brings with Ulm 1 lie richest aud
choicest ornaments and thus makes the sinner's
soul an object of complacency to the most HolyTrinity and of delight to the angelic suwlts. The
beauties of which sin had rob tied it again shone
forth with lustre, so as to mako more 1 ban verified
the expression of the Holy Scriptures that It wus "a
fountain sealed up, a garden enclosed." The devil
being banished from the soul, goetu about

SEEKING ANOTHER RESTING PLACE,but not being able to find one returns to the house
whence he had been driven. The house, however,Is now so well guarded, the walls of its "enclosed
garden" are &. high and strong, that ho lears to
seek an entrance by himself. Vet so beautiful and
lonely Is this abode, for "it is empty, swept and gar¬
nished," that his fiendish mnUce is Iniiuoncod to de¬
stroy Its comeliness. Whereupon "he goeth and
taketh witn turn seven other spirits more wicked
than himself, aud enterlug they dwell there, and
the last state of that man becomes worse than the
first." Assuredly It is so, and hence the imperative
necessity of fulflliug

THAT DIVINE INJUNCTION
from onr divine Lord, "Watch ye and pray lest re
enter temptation." In the holy season ol Lent tliuso
who, like the person mentioned 111 the Gospel, are
"dumb," should at once approach the tribunal of
penance that they may ho healed; and those who
are In this state of grace should remember cou-
stuntly the words of our dlviue Lord la relation to
the relapsing slnuer.

CLISSON AVEME PRESBYT. RUN (IllRCH.

Sermon by Rev. Dr. DurycR.A Doctrinal
Discourse, with a Digression upon Judical
Oaths.
The views of Dr. Duryea upon the total abstinence

question, as set forth by him In his discourse of
Sunday last, created considerable talk In religious
and other circles during the week aud directed
attention to that learned divine himself, who was
censured by some and supported by others. It
was supposed by many that tho pastor
would yesterday make some allusion or reply to tho
adverse criticisms to which he had been subjected,
and the result was tliat at tho morning service the
churoh was densely crowded, many of these present
being strangers. Dr. Duryea, however, did net
make the slightest altnslon to the matter, and
preached a strictly doctrinal discourse. Ho selected
his text Irom St. Matthew III., 13."Then cornetn
Jesus from Galilee to Jerdan unto John, to be bap¬tized of htm."

Dr. Duryea said we had studied the ministry of
John the Baptist, his relation to the history of the
past covenant and and the opening up of tho

HIBTORY OF THE COVKNANT
In Its new form. We had not considered that sym¬
bolical act hi which he made hla mlulstty proiulaeot

and Identified with himself all those who were will¬
ing to receive Its Instruction. Wo would remember
thst he was scut to revive tho law; the law was not
to pass away. The uospel was not to originate.

THIS UOSPEL began
In tho Garden of Eden and became compete in the
person and work of Jesus Uutst. It was set forth
In words In tho preaching of His disciples and pre¬
served in wor ls in the writing of evangelists' letters
of the apostles. The law was simply tho Gospel In
germ; the Gospel was simply the law In develop¬
ment. John the Baptist stood in his ministry
midway between the swelling of germina¬
tion and its putting forth above soil. Joun
brought to mind all that was in the law,
that which In the precept appealed to the con¬
science, that which in the promise appealed to faith.
He called upon the people who had hist the true
view of the ancient religion, and departed from the
correct practice oi tho ancient religion, to turn their
minds, to come back to tho comprehension or the
tram and come back to tho practice of the precept,
lie himself m as peculiar in his person, in his man¬
ner ol life and In bis mode of teaching. This ma le
him

A STRIKING OBJECT,
and made his ministry attractive. He gathered the
people around Htm and it seemed that they were Im¬
pressed at once by the truth, lie needed not to rc-
anuounce the precept but to recall the precept to
their memory. He needed not to set forth auow tho

fromlses, lint simply to recall them to their minds,
hey came as by general Inspiration. Now. of what

siguiilcution was this baptism f There had been
nothing like it exacted before. There had been puri¬
fications practised In the Jewish ceremo¬
nial.purification practised by one sect
of the Jews then In existence. Let ns try
to look upon this symbol with strange eyes. Sup¬
pose that une who came out of some heathen land,
where religion, except the religion of nature,
was not known, should see a man standing by the
edge or the water and another by him. They both
step a rew paces nuo the current, one bows and
lilting water in his baud poors it over the other,
and then tho two come forth from tho stream.
The heathen man would be inclined to think it either
some act ol sorcery or

ROM 15 ACT OF SUPERSTITION.
If he were a very intelligent heathen, and above

lalth In sorcery, he might be utterly at a loss to
comprehend any possible explanation of tue singu¬
lar act. Let Us look upon It with all our intelli¬
gence. What is there In tne lifting of water in the
hand and placing It on tho heady Is there virtue
thereby transmitted from the actor to tho recipient t
Is not water water still? There Is a very
deep mine of thought underlying this. We
may have thought it somewhat beneath
the dignity of religion coming from God Unit
it should descend, to such simplicity. Those of
you who have been abroad may have seen a woman
sitting In a carnage. She looks llko any other
woman. The horses are different from those you
have seen before. Everybody Is bowing. She ir.
they say, a queen. She Is simply a visible sign or
nationality, a tangible object for patriotism. So the
nation gathers around her, lor she Is nothing mors
than as a figure head of a snip, and yet they wor¬
ship her as the representative of the nation, step
iutt a court room.

A MAN IS CALLED TO TESTIFY1,
but they are unwilling to accept his testimony.
They then bring forth a hook. Ho puts it to his lips,
lays it down and tesuiles. Hoes tue act 01 kissing
the hook inspire him with the spirit of tram ? An¬
other approaches, and Ills testimony is about to be
accepted, when, behola: lie lifts his lund but does
not kiss the book, could he not testily just as truth¬
fully with Ills hand by his side? No; there is a power
in the symbol and a power In tho bodily act. This
had long been taught bv symbol to these
people. They therefore entered Into the
spirit of the work ol baptism. While they were en¬
gaged Jesus came down. The question occurs, why
should He thus present himself to John tho Baptist ?
What were their r latious? I have not yet tho-
roughly satisfied m,v mind as to the view that John
entertained o( our Lord. I do not believe that our
Lord had at any moment lost consciousness of Ills dl-
viuiiv, for all ti.osc who believe m Uis divinity main,
tain that lie was, and continued to be, a divine per¬
son. lie look an impersonal human soul. John
said, "Idid not (know him." 1 do not think there
was a.iy possible reason why John should deceive.
He did not know Jesus. We can easily see that they
were apart In ordinary life and

JESUS WAS NEVER RECOGNIZED
by anybody In Jerusalem but Ills parents. If they
ever came together in Jerusalem It was not in such
relations that John should Identify the person.
How does it happen, then, that when He approached
John John endeavored to prevent 111m from entering
upon that office ? There was something singularly
attractive and Impressive In tho personal appear¬
ance of Jesus, and John felt that One had come
whom it was not possible to baptize. Jesus spoke
uuto bun and he submitted.

CHURCH SERVICES IN WASHINGTON.
Dr. Newman on the Marriage Relation.A Sharp
Cut at the "Flippant Women" in the Suffrage
Line.Gentle Warnings to the Youthful Spec¬
tators of the Naked Drama.Dr. Capen on

the Resurrected Jesus and the Supper
With the Disciples at Emmaus.

TOE CHI1CH OF THE F.YItEitSlLIST
SOCIETY*

Washington, March 12, 1871.
Rev. K. II. Capon, of Providence, R. I., preached

this momi iiR before the Universalis .Society at their
place of worship in Masonic Temple. He selected
for his text Luke xxiv., 32."And they said one to
another, Did not our heart burn within us while He
talked with us by the way and while ho opened to
us the Scriptures V" It is difficult, he said, to Rive
In precise terms

THE WORD "HEART"
as expressed In the Bible. It is a comprehensive
word in its deepest and sternest significance. It is
a word that needs no translation, lor every
man and every woman is able to trans¬
late its meaning. Who were they that
listened with upheaving bosoms to the
words of our Saviour 1 They were men earnestly
seeking salvation.men to whom this pursuit wa3

paraniouut. You will readily perceive, therefore,
what their feeling must have been. No matter what
the religious vein of different nations might be they
are all working for Him.the same God. it witnesses
and confirms the truth. It Is necessary to receive

THE SANCTION OF TOK HEART

la order to get at the truth. The truth Is Intended
to be the blessing of man. All grace, all benefits
verge from it, and any act or teach tug or deed that
does not touch a sympathetic chord might be set
down as untrue. This must be taken as the
ground of tnose fatal errors in religion. We
all know that many of the systems, particularly
tnose proposed fcy certain dogmatic teachers, sum¬
mon to their aid the most unreasonable arguments
In support of their peculiar notions of theology.
They dig for new ideas as patiently as the cold
seeker digs for gold In barren ledges. The true Idea
of salvatlou Is remote from tnctr hearts, and the
more they endeavor to invent a system the more
they become involved In meaningless phrases. But
It is not so with the sincere heart seeking for trnth
as the pearl above price. You all remember tlio
comments made In the public Journals upon the
effects of
THE TERRIBLE EARTHQUAKE ON THE PACIFIC

COAST.
It destroyed property In countless sums. It made

the rich man poor and humbled those whose circum¬
stances befere this dire calamity were oven In the
meshes of poverty. Thank God, earthquakes are
not uuivcrsal, but yet they are warnings to men to
lift their hearts above the sordid wealth of this
world and think of the glory of the e-elestlal world.
Others may entertain different views of the upheav¬
ing* of the earth, but we may rest assured that
nothing is true, no doctrine, no philosophy, without
the sanction of truth. But the text says that the
heart of those who journeyed to Emmaus burned
within tiieiu when tlicy met the Saviour. Man de¬
sires sympathy as well as truth. lie was uot made
to

» DWELL BY HIMSELF.
lie is, In every sense of the ward, a dependent crea¬

ture, and as such seeks the congenial society of those
he loves. Especially Is this true of the marriage in¬
stinct, and equally so of man's relations 10 societv.
But the heart of man is not allied only to his fellow
creatures. The ruling passion of his soul is that ho
Is remcuibCVCd by his Lord. 11c whose all-seeing eye
is ever upon us, dues not permit His creatures to g®
about in darkness, but opens the doors of ma heart
to give us light. Hew Mo has labored to satisfy the
cravings of the world, and we should look upon Him
and follow Uiin In His perilous tiavels, going about
with Hlni in tne fulfilment ol Ills precepts of charity.
Then II Is that we shall see those things we have
never seen before, ana feel aspirations that give

NEW LIFE TO Ol'R EXISTENCE.
Recognizing tfie furnish h\c5 8S cofflfson brother¬

hood, no matter how dark the creeds subscribed to,
lire In Jesus is the life of the world, and Ills heart
Is the fount or all cousolmg love, it Is by the neart
wo arc aroused from despondency. The Christian
not only ile-ires lo see Go 1. but to behold bereartcr
those dear friends who nave gone before them, lu
all human probability there was

NEVER WEARKIt FRIENDSHIP
than existed between the two disciples when they
left Jerusalem sorrowful in heart over the thought
that all the words spoken by Him whom they
had hoped was the Redeemer of Israel.how
they wished lie might fulfil all he said
concerning his resurrection. N® matter
what condition we arc In, we feci our dependence
upon Jesus, and so it was with tticsc ardent disci¬
ples. liad thev not been deprived ol the presence
of their Lord, they would not have comprehended
their relation to Hlin. They had, nodoubiedly,
pictured to their minds the glory or an earthly
ruler who waa to reign over the chosen people of
Israel forever, but of the spiritual relation they had
not as yet been fully convinced. Their Lord and
Master had been crucified In their prebence. Of hi®
visible roturn among them they had faith, but had
turned away trom the acene of His trials and death
with heavy hearts. They left him whom they loved so
tenderly in the tomb, and still they loved Him
none the less. As they continued on their Jonrney,
a stranger overtakes tnem, and together they share
eauh other's sorrow in ilia personal appearance

they do not recognize nim a* thrtr loader and their
hope, one there in, nevertheless, something in Hie
tone of voice, lu Ms manner of unfolding the mys-
tery of prophecy, that awukeuB foeUugH never
neforo experienced. That day'* Journey nud been
completed, and tno stranger sat with them at table
in the village of Kmmaus. Ir was In the breaklug
of bread tliat their eyes were opened. lie had
reveaied himself only to vanish trom their sight,
kindling anew In their hearts that immortal love
which lie came on earth to inspire. We are all
pilgrims Journeying toward another world.

AT NIGHTFALL,
when onr course Is run, let it he with us as it was
the disciples, whose hearts burned wlthlu them,
that Jesus he with us, and all will be well.

TIIK: TIETC!0J*0L1T'N METHODIST CHlRCn.

Dr. Newman on the Murriaue Urlatlon-lti
Uiglita and Obligation*.

Washington, March la, 1871.
The Rev. Dr. Newman Is universally known both

as pastor of the Metropolitan Methodist church and
Chaplain of the Senate. llis reputation among pub¬
lic men of different evangelical denominations and
political parties Is of the highCBt. This was con¬
firmed the other day, alter the organisation of the
Forty-second Congress, by his unanimous reappoint¬
ment, without objection, as Chaplain of the Senate.
As usual, he occupied this morning his celebrated
metropolitan pulpit, lie chose as the memo of his
discourse

AN IMPORTANT SOCIA I. SUBJECT.
Me took for his text the passage to which some strong-
minded and hard listed females have objected.
"Wives, submit yourselves unto your owu husbands
as unto the Lord. Husbands, love your wive-», even
as Christ also loved the Church and gave Himself for
it." The family, he said, Is the oldest institution
known to man; older than the apostles, older than
Moses, older than Noah. It Is coeval with Adam.
Instituted by the Almighty, recognized by mankind,
it comes down to us gray with age. It has existed
In all countries, under all forms of govern¬
ment, through all phases of civilization, and
is the bond of society, the remembrancer
of our long lost Eden. As the creator is greater
than the creature, as the fountain is more than the
stream, as the see t contains the plant, so the ruiully
is more than the Statu and the Church.

THE DIVISION OK MAN KIN P
by the Almighty is not into Individuals, nut Into
families, and such Is its Importance that it. is worthy
of Cod and His inspired apsstle to define the rela¬
tions winch exist between husband and wne. That
these domestic relations are ot divine origin was the
first point in the discourse. Marriage is not an ex¬
pedient, not a human device. It is not the creutloa
of civil law, but Is a divine institution. Revelation
makes it known and nature corroborates revelation.
If we ask ourselves

.rilli DESIGN OF MARRIAGE
we also discover the wisdom ol the Creator and the
divinity of the laMttdtloo. That design is three¬
fold.Hrst. companionship; second, multiplication;
third, prevention.the prevention of evil to the
Church and State.

THE OBLIGATIONS OK MARRIAGE
show the same wisdom. They are three-fold.
Voluntary, monogamous, indissoluble. There must
be volition, intention nud solemn choice In marriage.
The relation is for life. There are but two events
that can dissolve It.that of death and that ot udul*
tery. Cod bus thrown the muniments of Ills law
around this venerable institution. If Hits is a fact
that it is indissoluble, Unit It is found in nature,
what shall we say to

THOSE FLIPPANT WOMEN
who, by far, had better be at home with the needle
taking cure of ttielr children, looking out lor the
happiness of their husbands. What shall we say of
these illppanl women going through the country
and proposing to dissolve the solemn relation of
marriage on tne ground of taste er compatibility? A
woman shoulu be the last to be the advocate el such
a monstrous theory, llad enough for a man, with
his deeper depraved nature. Greater the shame for
a woman. Apply this principle to the other depart¬
ments 01 life, to patent and child, to government
and subject, and what would become of society t It
would be driven asunder. When a party stand at
the bridal altar the ritual of the Church anticipates
the mutations of time and the transitions in liumau
life. They take each other

FOB BETTER OR FOR WORSE,
for richer er poorer. These parties who to-day so
invade tluA old institution, gray with age and bear¬
ing the signet or Cod's approbation, go against the
Church as well as the Bible and revelation. Let
their miserable theory prevail and alas for the
family, also for the Stale and for the Church I Bet¬
ter by far that these creatures throw off the disguise
and declare at once lor that

ABOMINABLE DOCTRINE OF PREE LOVE.
God's wisdom is displayed in the rights ®r mar-
riage. These are three-fold-First, authority; se¬
condly. protection; thirdly, happiness. Authority
is invested in the man. He Is to rule.
the head of the household. Protection is
accorded to the woman. What the ivy is to the oak
and the oak to the ivy the wile Is to the husband and
the husband is to theswife. There are mutual rights
growing out of rue great law of reciprocity; for mar¬
riage in the union 01 equal.**, the union of equivalents,
a whole body for a whale body, a whole soul tor a
whole soul, a whole hie for a whole life. What the
man demands of ihe woman the woman has a right
to demand 01 the man. The husband is to love tils
wile, the wife to submit to her husband. Appa¬
rently
THE ADVANTAGE IS ON THE SIDE OF THE MAN,
Apparently there is a harshness in the difference

of these two obligations, but I suppose, said Dr.
Newman, that the precept, "Wives, submit your¬
selves unto yonr husbands," decs not Imply a slav¬
ish servitude, a servile obedience to a lordly man, a
cringing before a dictator, out rather a gentle acqui¬
escence, a respectlul deference, a dlgnilled regard
pant to Him who bears the Image ot God. "Submit
yourselves unto your husbands as unto the Lord."
Here is the limitation. The husband Is God's repre¬
sentative. Therefore the submission Is to be
unto one who Is like God. What one
would hesitate to render de'erence to one who
Is modelled after the Creator? It is not a question
of mierioricy or superiority, but rather a question of
authority. Authority is to be placed somewhere. It
has pleased the Almighty to deposit it In man. Hut
this does not imply inferiority. Under our form of
government we are all equals belore the law. Our
rulers are the depositaries of authority, but they are
not necessarily our superiors. What superiority
they have is onlcial. The speuker then considered
the duty of the husband to the wife. -'Husbands,
love your wives." It is

MOKE DIFFICULT TO LOVE
than to submit. A galley slave may submit to the
will of the ruler ana a child to a parent, a wife to
her husband; but a husband Is to love his wife
nolens ro/eus. Love Implies, first, a delight in the
person, and second, a disposition to render thai
person happy. He must love his wife to the exclu¬
sion of a third party. The harder task is on the
mail. The sympathy of men and angels belongs to
him rather than to the woman. l)r. Newman then
showed how these duties could be performed
wiin amiaoility, with contentment, with devotion.
Nowhere on this world Bhould a man display
tho better trails ef his character than
at home. Tnis reverses the order of
Boclety. Men save ihetr best traits for the outside
world, and some men save all their spleen and their
bitter discontent, and all their miserable disap¬
pointment to pour out upon the head of the devoted
woman at their fireside. If yon have but one good
trait of character save It to bo displayed at home.
An old writer nas said that we should always have

TWO BEAKS IN THE FAMILY.
"Bear ye one another's burdens and forbear one an¬
other 111 love." Keep those two bears In the house¬
hold and the family, Indeed, will be a paradise.
The next .thing is contentment. The amenities of
life require certain attentions. The civilities of so¬
ciety may call us away irom home, but what dis¬
gusts him Is that men will exchange refined demes¬
ne enjoyments tor the miserable pleasures in which
they participate in this world. Certainly

THE I)KAMA
has Its place. It Is not for me to fix it to-dar, bnt
the exhibitions which attract the male portion of our
community away from the felicities of the family
arc unworthy 01 manhood, unworthy of Christian
miuihood certainly. There are young men oi my
congregatlen.I am sorry to say that 1 have not ex¬
erted a more powerful Influence over them.who
have been tempted to pass into some places of amuse¬
ment where

WOMAN BY HER NUDITY
has disgraced hcrseli. Perhaps It is not strange
that man should goto see these pour creatures in
their seml-nudc condition, but the wonder of my
soul is how any American lady reared m u Christiiui
lainlLy, under our intelligent liiKiTiuTiufis, cS8 go to
spend a night to see these women upon the stage
la their terrible condition. Dr. Newman concluded
his sermon by presenting the great motives for a
faithful discharge of these duties. Tho first, tho
motive of childhood. The family Is the school of
cnlianood. Then comes tno relation of childhood
to tho church, A third motive is ihe Male. He ap¬
pealed to them lu a fervent exhortatlou to discharge
these duties In all these respects.

A STABBING AFFRAY.
A Jinn Cue In ftlx Places.

About one o'clock yesterday morning an alterca¬
tion took place betweeu Lawrence Murray, of No.
420 East Eleventh street, and Charles Byrne, who
resides at No. 403 East I-'ourtecnth street, In front or
Murray's house, which resulted In the former
being seriously Injured by a knife In the hands
of Byrne. The two men have long been bit¬
ter enemies, and have, upon several occasions,
engaged each otner In a genuine knockdown, which
usually wound up by both parties being "scooped"
in by the police and locked tip. This time, how¬
ever, Byrne, It see.i.s, determined to so fix his an¬
tagonist that he would not again be able to fight.atleast for soase time to come. Having met by chance
tliey soon qaarreueu and then lotgnt. Byrne drew
from his clothes a huge knife, with which tie stabbed
Murray six times.lour times about the body and
twico on the head. Byrae was arrested by officer
John Byno and taken to the seventeenth precinct
station house. The injured man was conveyed to
itellevue Hospital.
A Valuable Wife..the suspected Waterbnry

bank robber has been bailed out of Montpeiler, Vt.,
tail, his wire having deposited the amount of his
bonus at a MontpeUer bank.

THE TiYLOR WILL CASE.
Surrogate Hatchings Admits the Will to

Probate.Important Decision.

Below will be round a synopsis of Surrogate
Ilutchiuga' decision In iho Taylor will cu e. Tho
voluminous evidence taken at the trial Is carettllly,
ably ami exhaustively reviewed, and a perusal of
tue mam points of the decision will give a thorough
understanding et this most famous will controversy:
In Vip Mutter of the Probate of a Paper Pro.

pounded as the Last Will and Testament orjam** u.
Taulor, deceased.The Burregate.The paper which
is propounded for probate as the lust will and testa¬
ment of Jatnes B. Taylor, deceased, bears dato the
30th day of June, 1870, andhisdoatli occcurred ou
the 2'2d day of August following, no left sur¬
viving a widow, and a grandchild, his eniy
descendant, a young lady of about nineteen years of
age, who is the contestant In this ease, it appears
that Mr. and Mrs. Taylor had been married about
forty years, and bad lived In the most happy mari¬
tal relations. It also appears Irom the testimony of
friends that he placed tho utmost confidence in his
wife's judgment even as to business transactions,
and, as ho mated to a friend, she had helped to
make his undoubtedly largo fortune. Ills grand¬
daughter Kate is the only issue of an oniy daughter,
Ooorglanna, who married, when quite rouug. a Mr.
Vussar. This granddaughter was early bereft ef
her parents, and she was brought up by Mr. and
Mrs. Taylor as their child and was always known
by tho name of Rata Taylor. In tho year lsno sue
wont with her mother to Europe, where she per¬
fected her education at a school in 1'arin. Before
tnetr return to this country, which was In the latter
pari, ol lses, Mr. Taylor, wlio had hitherto lived at
hotels, purchased a Hue mansion lu Madison avenue
in this city, and furnished it to a mrgo extent with
selections made by Mrs. Taylor and the grand¬
child while iu Europe. Boon after their
return, and in the month of March, isflit,
they removed te their new residence. Undoubtedly
tho pntfiary motive Mr. Taylor hail lu thus changing
his manner of life was for tilt benefit and happiness
of Ills granddaughter, who would soon be ready to
enter society. There was nothing which he seemed
unwilling to graut tier, and, according to Iter own
statement, she had unlimited credit at stores, and
he never even chided her for any apparent extrava¬
gance. .She was to him lus idol and hopo, loving her
almost to adoration, and which he continued to do,
even to tho time of his death, in spite of tho

UNEXPECTED AND CLANDESTINE HAKRIAG9
which she made. On the 18th of July, 1S69, she
secretly left the house, and her whereabouts wcro
unknown until Mr. Taylor received Intelligence that
she had urrlved in New Bedford, whore sue had
gone with a Mr. Heury 11. Uowland, of tlus city,
and, In the prosecco of his mother (who had pre¬
viously gone thither) and some iriends, was mar¬
ried to him on the 1 It.n day of July, 18(19. Hhe re¬
turned to this city on the 17th, with nee husband.
On the evening of tho 19th she called at her grand¬
father's house.

I I'he circumstances attending tho meeting ef Mrs.
Uowland with tier grandiather, fully published in
the Herald during the trial of the case, are still
fresti lu the memory of our readers aud need not be
repeated here.]
With regard to the disagreements between tho

Ilowlauds ami the Taylors tho .surrogate says:.
It is unnecessary to review ( he character of oi the

disagreements. They were admitted in evlUeuco
under the allegation of the contestant that
¦he intended to show undue Influence by Mrs.
Taylor on ber husband's mind to loud him
to make the paper In question. Muce the counsel
for the contestant finally auuounccd, upon the trial,
his abandonment ol all other grounds or opposition
than alleged forgery, l attach less importance to
thein, e;:cept so lar as tho result of the (inferences
abroad, being the separation of others of the party
from Mrs. Taylor, may have incensed her husband
against the Rowlands. They alterwards, how¬
ever, met together in l'aris, on their
return home, aud camo by the same
steamer, arriving hero the 2*2(1 or August,
1170. According to tho testimony of Mrs. llowianu,
Br., they heard at the wharf, upon their arrival,
that Mr. Taylor was ill at bis house; that she and
Mrs. Taylor went up in a carriage to No. 308Madison
avenue, while the son and his who went to the How-
laud residence, lu Tiilrty-second street. W hen tno
former arrived in Madison avenue Mrs. Donnelly,
the housekeeper, slated tho phystclau would be m
so*m ,and bo hau requested that no one should see
Mr. Taylor until he, the doctor, came, as It was tue
crisis of his disease.
According to the testimony of Mrs. Rowland, Sr.,

she lirst went into the room or Mr. Taylor and was
recpguized by him, when lie inquired kindly about
herself, Kate and hei husband "Harry," but was si¬
lent concerning his wlte, and her name was not
mentioned between them; and, further, that she
performed ministrations t* soothe aud relieve him,
and afterward urged Mrs. Taylor to enter the room,
which, as It appears from the witness' testimony,
she did reluctantly; and she further says
that Mrs. Taylor expressed her sorrow to
tier nusimna tnat no was so in. out sue
la uncertain wnether she embraced him or
not; and that, afterward, Kate caine in the rootn,
and that his manner towards her was exceedingly
lender aud affectionate, and that he asked, "Where
Is llarry/ 1 have not seen him yet,'' and that Harrv
was standing by the window, very much affected,
and Kate spoke to hlrn aud said. "Hero Is Harry,
father,5' and Harry walked up to the bed and Mr.
Taylor took his hand and said, "Harry, I am glad to
see you; I didn't see you before," and that then
he seemed to close his eyes and do/.e off; aud these
remarks to Harry, according to Mrs. llowland's testi¬
mony, were the last wor is of Mr. Taylor. Tho testi¬
mony, however, 01 the family physician, Dr. Quack-
enboss, is very materially at variance with that of
Mrs. Howlaud; for he testiiied that Mrs. Taylor was
the Urai person or the party who went into tuo room
of the decedent, aud that he took her up; that he
was then partially conscious, but ne recognized
Mrs. Taylor certainly; mat lie spoke to his wife, but
that her face was close to his; that lie heard dis¬
tinctly what she said to linn, but he answered her
Indistinctly. He moreover states that when Mrs.
Howlaud arrived in tlie room nothing occurred be¬
tween tneui; that neither he spoke to her nor she to
him; that he neither spoke to his granddaughter
nor her husband; that lie was not conscious,
and was dying; that the last distinct words that Mr.
Taj lor spoke were to his wife, and that w as about
half-past three in the afternoon; thai at two o'clock,
or ten minutes before or past two in the afternoon,
on arriving at the house and tinning Mrs. Taylor and
Mrs. Howisud, the elder and younger, in the parlor,
where they were awaiting uls return, he went up
alone and told inr. Taylor that the steamer had ar¬
rived with the family; that he was certain or ihe
precise time because nis attention was drawn to
two o'clock as the time when Mr. Taylor had a
tearful hemorrhage, and when the doctor was
asked in h.s examination what Mr. Taylor said on
being told of the arrival of the steamer he testltled
that Mr. Taylor expressed his desire to see his wife,
and said, "Are they all well/" to which witness
answered, "Yea. they are all well; the steamer has
arrived," and Mr. Taylor then replied, "1 want to
see the 'tpieen,' " which, to uic, he was in the habit
for years of calling his wife, and according to the
doctor's testimony It was after the interview be¬
tween Mrs. Taylor and her husband that either of
the others entered the sick chamber.
This Is substantially a correct epitome, as de¬

veloped by the testimony, of the relations ol the
purties connected with the matter in controversy,
down to tne time of Mr. Taylor's decease; and tho
testimony of the great affection evinced towards the
contestant by her grandfather is presented by her
counsel, to show the improbability of, or to raise a
presumption against, the genuineness of tne instru¬
ment offered as his will, which gives only $5,ooo an¬
nually to the contestant during her lite, and vests
in the widow the bulk of his large estate absolutely;
but this will be fully considered In the discussion of
what 1 regard as the principal and, 1 may say, the
only real question before me.namely, the genuine¬
ness of the paper propounded for probate.

THK OBJ FICTIONS .

The objections Hied by contestant to the Instru¬
ment In question are to tue lollowlng effect..

1. That the Instrument Is not the last will of de¬
cedent.

2. That It was not subscribed or signed by him at
the end thereof, or at all.

3. That it was not signed by nim In the presence
of each or either of the attesting witnesses.

4. That the subscription was not acknowledged to
each or cither of the attesting witnesses.

6. That he did not at the time declare the pnper
to be ins lust will and testament.

6. That ihe witnespej \lij\ not sign their names at
the request of the decedciib

7. That the decedent was not at the time of sound
mind or memory, or in any respect capable of mak¬
ing u will.

8. That the Instrument was obtained and the exe¬
cution thereof procured by deception.
The Surrogate then proceeds to review aud com-

meut upon tho testimony of the principal witnesses
for Hie proponents, the attesting witnesses to the
will, to its discovery by Mr. James M. Sweeny,
special administrator of the estate, in a volume of
Benton's " Thirty Tears In the United States Senate,"
and of others, whose evidence was all in favor of
the genuineness and authenticity of the will pre¬
sented lor probate. Further on he says:.
Considerable testimony was offered to show the

affectionate relations existing between tuo decedent
and tils granddaughter, the contestant; not only at
or about the dato of the paper propounded, but al¬
ways, even up to the time of his death. These rela¬
tions of affection have not been questioned by pro¬
ponents, and. being conceded on both slues, they
are thereforo important to bo considered
simply In respect of the Improbability
claimed, by the contestant, that the de¬
cedent would or could make a will with
a provision rCir her benefit, limited to $5,000 per
annum during her life; aud founding upon that
the inference of undue influence and even of fraud
or forgery. In no otner aspect of tne case does it
soetn necessary to discuss tne beanug of testimony
snowing tlie decedent's devotion to his grand¬
daughter. lint. I defer further comment upon that
branch of the case until l have presented tne other
testimony on the part of he contestant, claimed by
her counsel to support that view of her kutercats In
this controversy.

THE CONTESTANT'S CASE.
Counsel for contestants placed their strongest re¬

liance upon the charge that the instrument tu ques¬tion was not genuine, and was, In fact, a forgery,and as all other questions before me are subordinate
to tnat 1 deem U in order now to consider fully tho
evidence upon the genuineness of tne paper. In so
doing I shall have occasion to comment not only
upon the testimony or tho witnesses acquainted
with the decedent's signature, but, first, or others
¦worn as extern. not so acquainted with his hand-

writing, as well those rot as against the gennlnP-
nt-Hx.
The testimony or the Niibioriblng witnesses, beingiinquHttlitxlljr positive as to baring seen the dece¬

dent execute tun papci In question, and no evidence
whatever having neon adduced or offered on tne
trial by the conic Cant to Impeach the credit or either
of th-m, as of good general refutation auiong their
acquaintances tor truth and verai Ity ami w>.r litaene
of belief under oaih, and a prima facto
caso tor admission ot the Hutruaien* to
probato having been made out by propo¬
nents before they first reeled in their testimony,
oi course the burden or proot of n in-gcnuiuenet-s
belonged to the contestant. Ihercfore, in order to
prevent adinUsloa to probate.toe evidence on the
part of contestant (none of whose witnesses testify
to any visit at fir, Taylor's ofQoe ou tua day of the
date ot the paper), n1u.1l ho found Hufflclcntly prepon¬
derating over the evidence for ihe proponent* as,
virtually, to convict, not el her alone, but both of tho
subscribing witnesses, first, of the crime 01 being ac¬
tors in the com mission 01 a forgery, aud, after that,
of wilful and corrupt perjnry. Does the evidence
warrant that conclusion lu regard to those witnesses?
The Surrogate upon mis the contestant's theory

of the case reviewed the testimony of tue witnesses.
The llmt lu order was that of the experts ou to
handwriting. Tills the technioul portion of the evi¬
dence, for and against, ne quoted from and cein-
inented en at considerable length, with great clear¬
ness aud impartiality, supporting his views thereon
with established aud well authenticated rulings of
the conns lu similar cases, lie first reviewed tho
salient pouua in the testimony of the thirteen wit¬
nesses, who swoie witn inure or less posltivenessthat the signature to tho will was not that
of Mr, Taylor, and men important pointsIn the toeimiony of a similar number
(thirteen) of witnesses, who swore that the
signature was genuine. In closing this portion of
his review of the testimony as to nauo writing tho
Surrogate said that he noticed particularly mat the
opinions ot the tturieeu witnesses agalust the genu¬
ineness of the signature of the decedent was
founded m< re 01 less ou a previous examination of
wnat purported to ho photographs of the signature
to the will and of other assumed signatures so pho¬
tographed 111 different sizes. That, again, two ol tho
witnesses to the non-genuineness of the signature,
and who were wen acquainted with Mr. Taylor's
handwriting, had changed their opinion as to tho
cliaracteroi the signature to the will. From tills point
tue Surrogato proceeded to summarize and comment
upon the testimony 01 the subscribing witnesses to
the will, especially In so far as that testimony was
sustained, contradicted or weakened by other evi¬
dence. lie quoted at considerable length on thin
point, ciosing with tho opinisn that, "1 poti all the
evidence adverted to, If not overcome, I should bo
compelled to regard the admissibility of tho Instru¬
ment in question to probute as fully established."
He then proceeded 10 note tho claim of moouslst-
cney advanced against the will, foundori upon tho
well known affectionate acts and declarations of
the deceased towards or lu respect or his grand¬
daughter, and upon which "I am asked to uecida
that the paper is not genuine, aua that ihu sub¬
scribing witnesses have committed wilful ud cor¬
rupt perjury, besides being accessory 10 the crlmo
ol forgery."

It is obvious that evidence of that character must
be overwhelming iu order to impeach the genuine¬
ness of au instrument* supported by such positive
testlmeuy as I have before me. A somewhat wider
range of inquiry was allowd to the contestant In
her proofs, lu these respects, than now appears to
nave been necessary; but, at tho time, 1 did not
feel justified in confining counsel to such narrow or
rigorous limitations us mignt exclude testi¬
mony bearing on the possibility of the
execution of » will in 1887, into the un¬
executed paper prepared by Mr. Marsh, and found
in the de-k or tho decedent, (and by It,111 identified
as the very paper that came irom his office with tho
date of July iz, isOt, inserted, ready for execution);
and which might thus prove an executed, aiid not
merely contemplated, testamentary purpose, more
lavorable In lis terms to the contestant than the
Instrument now in que lion; but tue e\Hence pre¬
sents no ground for believing that a will, like the
paper drawn by Mr. Marsh in ls«7, was ever
executed, aud not having been done, it is to be
regarded as only expressing a purp ise and dis¬
position he then entertained, but afterward helu in
suspense, aud, 1 must hold to have been, Dually
abandoned; and it is, thcreiore, now to be consid¬
ered like any other declarations of the decedent,
made three yearn berore the date of the propounded
instrument, and Indicating 11101 e liberal views Of the
disposition of ins property toward his graud-of little(laughter, though as of little controlling w ight in
the scalo ol evidence compared wli.h acts and de¬
clarations thee years later, alter the evont of his
granddaughter's marriage, and under the other cir¬
cumstances proved in this case.

Notwithstanding a verv considerable degree of
latitude was allowed to the contestant lu her proofs
ol the decedent's declarations of intention to rnako
a different disposition of bis property in oase of bin
death, but, it appears, never executed by will, ein-

iratlonbracing declarations as long ago as 1807, and offered
In couneetlon with the paper so drawn by Mr.
Marsh us tending to show that one Uko it hau been
consummated, 1 yet limited the proponents In tboir

declarations of the decedent asoffers of declarations or the decedent as to his
making or having made a will (In rebuttal of
the allegation or forgery of the propounded
Mper) to declarations made by tUe dece¬
dent after the date of the paper now in
question, that he had mado a will, with any state¬
ments by him ot any ol Its provisions corre¬
sponding with, so as to identify, the paper as the
one referred to; not to be takeu, however, as direct
proof, but only as corroborative testimony of the
juctum.

Taking the evidence, altogether, on the part or the
contestant to snow declarations or decedent tnat he
lintl In fact executed a will like that prepared Or Mr,
Marsh, It is so s iglit and unsatisfactory that It seems
hardly necessary t» comment upon It In detail,
'l'liut ho did not wholly abandon the thought of
it until after (he child's marriage may be
true, as Mr. Van Vccliten testliles that very
shortly alter the marriage the decedent
inquired his opinion whether that involved the
necessity ol a change In his will, the Inquiry having
reference to whether any property would vest in tho
husband under It, and he was told ny him not; and
one other witness, Ml. Cooper, testifies to some con¬
versation with Mr. Taylor soou after the marriage,
in Which he expressed ills intention not to alter fits
will, altUuucrli he had, at a prior Interview with
him, just alter tho marriage, sai l he should alter it
so that the young man (the husband) would uOt get
any of Ins money: but Mr. Cooper also said
that at neither of tho several interviews with
Mr. Taylor in which he referred to a will did he
say distinctly that he had executed one. I deem It
clear that, In speaking, betore tho marriage, of any
will, as made to any or the witnesses who have tes¬
tified on that point (doubtless with tho impression
lroui what he said that one had been actually
signed), the deoedent icferred only to the unexe¬
cuted paper prepared bv Mr. Marsh and found tu tho
drawer of the oillco desk, aud which Mr. Marsh
shows was the very paper left with Mr. Taylor to oe
executed, especially as none of the wlinessos for the
contestant speak of any declarations of tuo kind
made after a week or very short period sub¬
sequent to the marriage; and if I needed
any other support of my conclusion on that subject
It is that Mr. Marsh, who acted as tils private coun¬
sel in the preparation of the paner, ami whose name
was inserted as an executor by the express direc¬
tions of the decedent, testifies that his relations as
counsel, aud his friendly and intluiate relations
with him, continued down to the period ot tils death;
that he went to decedent's 019CO on Wednesday to
see hun on some important law business and found
that he was qnite unwell and advised him to go
home, and declined going on with tho business be-,
fore him, ana that he died on the Monday aftei4,
aud he saw mm every day until he tiled. Now,
as Air. Marsh is silent as to uny reference
by Mr. Taylor on those occasions to the existence
ol tho will he prepared, as an executed paper, I am
left to Infer that Mr. Taylor also said nothing to him
about it, which was certainly remarkable under tne
circumstances, if the instrument had been executed
and were still in force; but net, perhaps, singular if
another will, not drawn by Mr. Marsh, had been la
fact signed, omitting all the charities mentioned la
the unexecuted pupur, consisting of those named by
Mr. Marsh, under the authority of Mr. Taylor to In¬
sert any lie deemed worthy ol bequest, in case both
Mrs. Taylor and Kate died without Issue.
On tnc other haud, the case furnishes the follow¬

ing testimony ol declarations of the decedent made
after the date of the propounded Instrument (June
:td, 1870), and corroi/opitlygof the fact ol the exist¬
ence aul execution of ffucfi a {Taper? la iify judg¬
ment a class ot evidence not only admissible, but of
great importance upon the question of genuineness
of the lactutn, when such declarations are proven
by intimate and confidential f;lends who are clearaiid positive in their statements and conversations,
ami especially when It appears that they were made
under such circumstances as to show that the decla¬
rations were earnest and siuccre, and could hardly
have been misunderstood.
The Surrogate then briefly recapitulated the oon-

veisation the deceased had with several of tne wit¬
nesses that had been examined, with regard to tho
will he had made, providing an annuity for "Kate"
and bequeathing tne whole of his property to his
wife, Mrs. Taylor, the proponent in tlie case.
From this noiut he reviewed the testimony for the

contestants, commenting upon every favorable poiut
and giving comparative weight to each m contrast
with the rebutting testimony of the proponents. lu
closing up a moat exhaustive aud ably written opin¬
ion he says:.

THE WILL AIlMirTKD TO PROBATE.
The result of my careful examination of the testi¬

mony, and consideration of tho arguments of tna
respective counsel, Is as follows:.I find,

1. That the paper propounded tor probate Is the
last will siad testament of the decedent.

2. That It was signed by him on the 30th day ./
June, 1870, and witnessed, and, in all respects, exe¬
cuted, according to the requirements of the statute,

a. That the decedent was, at that time, of sound
and disposing mind, memory and understanding;
and

4. That the decedent so executed the same as his
free act; and that no fraud, deceit, undue Influence,
coercion or circumvention was practised upon him
by any person or persons whomsoever in respect or
the provisions, making or execution ef said win.

It is, therefore, my decree that tit© said instru¬
ment be admitted to probate as a will of real ana

personal estate.

THE HOUAH WILL CASE.

To the Editor op tub Ubrald:.
The editorial under this heading in Saturday morm

lng's paper states that the will of 1865 "was drawn
up by the lawyer oi this daughter's (meaning Mrs.
Penguct's) husband." Although that will was drafted
by us. yet we never were Dr. Peugnet's counsel, nor
¦aw hhn or Mrs. Peugnet in reference to that will until
ahcr Airs. Hogan's death. Mrs. Hogan was acting
with the advice and sympathy of Mr. Floyd, a ollent
of outs and an old and valued mend of her deceased
husband. It was through Mr. Fiord mat we weru
employed to draw the will. STfiwiitT 4 LANJfi.


