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Presipust Graxi has been visiting Moant
Vernon. The last President taking counsel at
the tomb of the firat precents a very significant
piclure for a painter,

Tae Riv. Mr. Cnexex, of Chicago, has =0
far soandulized the Low Church priaciples of
Ve ohiefs of his denomination ont there that
they look upou him as a regular Heathen
Cheney.

Sgxaron Busnsin Intends to announce in
tones of thuader pretty soon his strict adhe-
rence to the principles of radicalism. He
knows that Lo is a republican, but le is not
certain yel whether he or Grent 3 the repub-
lican party.

Frsg’s Reqrest that  his  regiment be
tendered the hospiialitles of Doston, with
choice of hospitals, has been laid on the table
by the Boston AMermen, This is the begin-
ning of & round of hospitaltics that will luy a
good many of the :.'gn-mnt uader tha table,

“Deriver lr.- FROM  TEMPPRATION,” ~This
prayer ehoold mnow be ropeatod all the
time, day and night, by the weak-bucked re-
publicans of the Assembly st Albany. Oue,
two or (hree of thom waoy be wanted regard-
less of expengr. Can they all resist the pre-
mium which for & slngle vote upon a blg job
may be offered ¥ Doubtful, very donbtful; or
if there is any cortafoty upon the subject il is
in favor of the Jobbere,

Tae Sravisn- Amgnreasy Wan, —The war
that has existed for years past in
pame only between Spain and several of the

American republies, was yesterday
virtually ended, by an arwistice being eigned
at Washinglon, whereby hostllities cannot be
renewed anless upon & notice of three years,
This, of courze, means peacs.  There has
been no collision of the oppoering forces since
the repulse of the Spanish fleet before Callao,
but no ohange In the warlike situation has
oocourred sloce that event until now. Under
the armistice trade Is to be resumed at once
betwoen tho belligerents as well as neatrals,
and negotistlons lor peace will begin next week.
Thas will end 8 war begun upon & very slight,
if any, provocation—one that waswithout any
result of importance, It cost a vast amonnt
of monoy, snd neithor 3pain nor the republics

In any way (he gaivers by reason of their
littlo difteslty,

! blood,
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The Vorsallles Government and the Paria
Heds=The Solullen—=What Is It To De?
The state of affairs in France still commands

attention. We are sorry, but no! unwilling

to confess that it no longer commands infereat.

Our news of this morning is of the crdinary

sori—the Communists maintaia the Aght; bal,

according to their own confussion, they gather
weakness rather than strength, The Ver-
sailles government steadily gains; but it gains
g0 slowly that we cannot help blaming it for

Its caution. We raad that the Versailles

government is master of the sitnation at

Neuilly, bat that it shrinks from bombarding

the inhabitsuts, We read of a *‘league

for the defence of the rights of Paris."

Twelve thousand insurgents, who occupy the

villags of Chatillon, have made an altempt

against the forces of the government; bat,
accordinz to the latest news, the attempl
wus unsucceasful. The reds have made

a demand upon the Church for one

million of francs, Tt is added thal

they will kill the Archbishop of Paris, who
has been for some time a prisoner in their
bands, if the demand is not complied with.

A circular issued by M. Thiers to the Prefects

of departments states that the stntus of Paris

is noaltered ; that the government Iroops have
fortified the bridge at Neuilly ; that Toulouse
bad mada a vain altempt at insurrection; that
the insurgent Natlonals were being disarmed
at Muraellles; th at outside of Paris tranquiility
was prevailing, and that the gover nment was
satisfied that it had the confienc2 of the citi-
zens. It is staled that the officiul journal of
the government denies thst the National

Assembly is in favor of a kingdom, butl that

Napoleonism and Communism must perish.

In a speech made to the Assembly M. Favra

atatad that all the foreign Powers had

expressed their sympathles with the Ver-
sulles government as the only legitimate gov-
erument of France, and that General Fubrice,
the German admioletrator in France, had
declined the overtures made to him by the

Commune, bezlieving that the insurgents must

shortly avccumb to the government, It i3 a

strange, confused plece of news, but it cannot

be said to be wholly unsuggestive.

The one shocking thing in the news of this
morning is the demand made npon ihe Church.
“One willion of francs or we ghall chop off
the head of the Archbishop of Paris!” Think
of it, and then leara the character of the men
who represent what is now called Communism
in Paris, bat what is called rapublicanism all
over Lurope. It Is no vain thraat. hese
men have already murdered Geneorals Lo-
comte and Cl:ment-Thomas. They rezret
the fall of Robeapierre and they balieve in the
teachings of Marat, In their judemeant Char-
lotte Corday was an enemy of liberty. *“‘More
more blood” expresses their policy.
There is a chapter of ancient history which
deserves Lo be condensed and reproduced in
this connection, Away back, ia Medo-
Persian times, we read that on Egzyplian seil
the sons of a prominent leadsr ware canght,
and that in the presence of theic father, who
ntood in the opposing ranks, they were
slain, their life-blood  ecaught in a
bowl, and drunk with mingled wina and waler,
This oceurred when Memphis was  slill
a wallad city and capable of affording shelter
to defeated brutes and cowards, The French
are the only people who in modera timnes have
given proof that a high form of civilization is
nol incompatible with the most bloodthirsty
propengitics, After three thonsand years of
progresas we flnd that a people calling itzelf
clvilizad ean b2 guilty of all the atrocities not
only of corrupt and decaying Rome, but of
Egypt, under the reign of Psammenitus. Ii is
uot, perhaps, fair to blame Franee for all the
atrocities committed by a clasa of men who
are to be found only in her large cities; but
it is not to be denied that while bad men, with
their bad passions, ara to bhe fonnd in almost
all large ceatrea of population, in the New
World, as well as in the Old, the bad passions
of bad men have for the last century and a
balf expressed themselves mora sirongly in
France than in any other country. Tie world
has not forgotten the firsi French revolatioa,
The world will never forget the massacre of
St. Dartiolomew. Since Spain fell, stained
with blood which her own bhand had shed,
France has made good her clvim to the bloody
luurels which Spain let fall. Tha French histo-
rinn Michelet somewiiere eays that what some
nations accomplish by reform and what others
accomplish by emigration the French accom-
plish hy periodical bloodletting. Although
this statemont was made many years ago, faw
will deny that Michelet hit the truth and that
the facta of the hour are on hiz xide, We hnve
dwelt on this part of our subjeel becanse we
well know that the men who now rnle in Parfs
are as willing to carry ont their purposze as to
make a threat, I the life of the Archhishop
of Paris is safe it is because the Church will
pay down the money or hecanse the National
Aszembly will come to his resene ; not because
the reds are mercifal,

Tt is no longer, wa think, fo be doubted that
France ia now, as she has been since 1789, the
victim of the lawless classea in the large
cities, During the fitst revolution the large
landed proprielors fell. The estates were cut
up into patches, and they have remained so
from that time until now. The single pro-
prictors  who controlled dlstricts, counties,
deportments, have disappeared, and their
places have been fliled by men who care for
nothing but their farms, their homes and
the will of their spiritusl teachers. Under
the oll »égime this numerous class
identified thefr interests with tho interests
of the lords of the goil, and were
seldom unwilling to follow their lead. Now
they are wrappad up In their individual inter-
eats, and, much ns they love France and
respect their neighbors, they love their farin
and their bome more. The one man to whom
they listen with respect and whom they are
not nnwilling lo obey is the parish priest ; but
the priest detests the city mob and has no
liking for political combinations. The result
ia thal the peasantry care little how France is
ruled, whether it is an empire or a limited
monarchy or a republic, if only they are loft
nlone and all their rights aro respected. They
hate taxes, they hate the conscription, they
bute change of all kinds ; but they dearly love
their larms, their homes, their families, thelr
friends and all the sweets of uondisturbed
domestic felicity. As we sald yesterday, this
is the reason why the peasantry stood by

Chugles the Teath, by Louls Philipps, by

erh Napolt‘oll. and why to—dny lt healt-den.
not knowing the master. 1t is no longer pos-
sible to deny that the plébiseites of Louis
Napoleon weras what they seemed to be—gzen-
vine victories. ITe undersiood them; he did
not tax them overmuch; he contrived lo
make them prosperous; and, in return, they
heartily responded to his every call. It
is as little possible to deny that the
vote which made the present National Assem-
bly wna an honest, hearly, national vote, The
peasantry were sick of war; they were
ashamed of the doings of the government of
the National Defence; they cast their votes
accordingly, and n moderate yet liberal gov-
eroment was the result. It Is distrust of the
peasantry who control the national vote which
has fired the bad passions of the “‘reds” and
made all this trouble.

How the trouble is to end it is difficult to
say. The night is dark and the wny seems to
be long. For the presant all is chaos and wild
confusion. If M, Thiers cannot accomplish
his purpose and keep the Assembly ount of
Paris the re-establishment of monarchy is
cerinin, If the present government can put
down the insurgents and compel the allegiance
of the whole French popnlation we have
hopes of a republic,. But a Freach republic,
wilth Paris for a centre, is, in our judgment, an
impossibility, THowever the present flerce
convulelons in France may Issue this one
{bing at least i3 certain—Communism has
killed itself, A Furopean republle on the
platferm of Communism fs a chimera. We
canuot yet sea the Uniled States of Europe.

The Molvopolitan Mwnsenm of Arl.

Governor Hoffman has approved the act,
recently pasaed by the New York Legislature,
authorizing the Board cf Commisaionera of the
Dapartment of Public Parks in the cily of New
York “to contract, erect and mafatain, In and
upon that portlon of the Central Park formerly
knowa as Manhattan square, or any other
public park, squara or place in eaid cily, a
snitable fireproof building, for the purpore of
establishing therein, under suitable rulas and
regulations, to be prescribed by the said Board
from time to time, s Mnseum and Gallery of
Art,” and al=o a suitable fireproofl building for
a “Museum of Natural History, at an aggre-
gate cost not exceeding a sum of which the
annnal interest, at {he rate of interast at which
a fand or slock shall be isaqed, iz thirly-five
thousand dollara for each of said buildings,"
and wdding that “it shall be the duty of and
lawful for the Comptroller of the city of New
York to ereate and issne, in the manner in this
act provided, such additional amounts of a
public fund or stock, to be denominated the
‘Musnms of Arl and Natural History Stock,’
as shall be necessary to provide the money
required for erecting said buildings, to an
amount not exceeding the aforesaid limila-
tiona,”

This generons lagislative action, and its ap-
proval by the Governor, have naturally im-
parted an additional stimu'uz to the snbserip-
tionz townrd a gquarter million fund for a
Metropolitan Art Mnsenm. Inan address to
the people of New York the officera of the
Museum declare that their wish has always
been the fnding of a considerable snin—say
a million of dollars—which would give an an-
nual income snfficient to provide for proper
care of the bailding and collections and (o
add to the collections continually., They pro-
pose, however, to begin with a sabscription
the minimam of which is ret at two hundred
and fifty thousand dollara, It is gralifying to
know that more than half this amount bas
already been subseribed by one hundred and
twenty-seven liberal friends of art. Doubt-
lnas the entire sam will soon be made up. In
this connoetion it may be well to mention that
the annual meeting of the soclety, incorpo-
rated April 11, 1870, under the tltle of *‘The
Metropolitan Museum of Art” will take place
on May 8, when new members ean be clected,
and that thosa who subseribe now will have
a better chance of being electad, the number
of membera belog limited by the constitalion
to two hundred and fifty.

An important point in the interesting ad-
drass of the officers of the Massum is their
anpnouncemsant that it is intended to hold, in a
part of the building, as soon as it can be got
ready for use, a loan exhibition of works of
art of all classes, but chiefly or wholly of
works of hlstorical valne, represonting rather
the progresa in art thronghout past tim2 than
merely contemporary schools. It is the well-
founded beliefl of the officers that the aggregate
possessions of New York and vieinity, in the
way of works of fine art, are much greater
than a curdory obgervation raveals. They very
properly say that the whola country could he
drawn upon to furnish such an exhibition ;
and wbile it cowld not have the rounded
completeness of the great loan eollections
held by the aothorities of the Houth
Kensington Musgenm in Loadon and by the

Union Centrale in Paris, it may yet
be made exccedingly lnstructive and
valuable, The oflicers say, morcover,

that In the Muscum building a loan exhibition
can be held under more favorable auspices
than in any oiber place, and the benefit resalt-
ing from it will b2 proportionally greater.
*“The exhibition, once opened. need not come
to an end as long as vacant places made by the
withdrawal of loans can be worthily filled by
new loans, Some works of art will bz left hy
their ownera for a short and some for a
longer time ; let a perfoctly Geeproof and well-
guarded building offer itself, and valuable
works of art belonging to persons travelling,
and the like, wounld find their natural place of
storage and safely in Iis galleries. A painting
isless lisble to injury in unopen gallery, where
it will be carad for, than in a shut up bonse or
u safe deposit company’s vault, In short, let
the loan eollection be once well organized, and
in one form or another it may well he perma-
neat.” It would unquestionably form an attrac-
live feature of the Metropolitan Museum of Art
which, we may hopa, will erc long he added to
the noble institutions of New York.

A RGN THAT SUMMER 18 CoMiNG—in the
little trip of General Grant and family to
Mount Vernon and the tomb of Washington
yesterday.,

Tine SovraEes [)samr'm'rw Prarrons, —
The Southern papers are making thelr atake
for the next Presidentinl race. Thay say that
it 1a not what shall be put into the purse, but
whut shall be kept out. Let our Southern
frienda be careful, for they may lose en the
Lomestreleh,

nm-m of m Fresh Conaplra:y Im France—
Military Operations Before Parls,

Some idea may ba formed of the dreadful
slate of uncertainty and anxisty under which
the French people Iabor from a perusal of our
special repert from Versaille8, pablished this
morning. Our correspondent telegraphs that
M. Thiers hus issued wnother proclamation, in
which he assures the peopls that Marshal
MncMahon and Generals Ladmirault and
Cissey bave nceepted military commands;
warns them against paying attention to ‘‘falso
reporis ;" asserts that a good understanding
exista hetween the Nallonal Assembly and
himself, and declares untrue rumors which
appear to be in cireulation, but of which we
bad not any previons knowledge, “‘rospecting
o fresh conspiracy.” It is made evident
by the salient points In this proclama-
tion that there must prevail some doubls
asbou: the old imperialist generals mccepting
servica under the present government
and that these doubts give rise to dissatiafie-
tion which M. Thiers is anxious to allay.
Nexl, it is npparent that a belief Is previlent
that the French Executive and the National
Assembly are opposed to each other; and,
indeed, the debates which bava taken place in
the Assembly since the outbreak in Paris
have, to some exlent, aided in creating this
impreasion.

Bat what abont the ramors of *‘a fresh con-
apiracy 2" Who are conspiring ogainst the
government? If there is any conspiracy at
all it must be in the intercst of Napoleon; for
no one ol the other dynasties would have any-
thing to gain from another revolutionary
movement., Besides, a ecoup d'itat in the
intereat of the Comte de Chambord or the
Orloans princes Is not possible, for the very
good reason that neither the one nor the other
is influential enough with the army to obtain
ita aid. As for the “moderate repubticans,”
they are virtnally in power and have no
reason to conspire. Beyond doubt these
rumors refer to & Bonapartist conspiracy, and
ia this beliel we are strengthened by the
declaration of M. Thiers to the effact
that *“‘ouly the Insnrgents of Paris are
perfidious," This reference to perfidy cannot
apply to any others than the gencrals and
other officers of the late Imperial army who
command the forces now operating against
Paris, Is the world to witness another cowp
d'ifat in favor of Napoleon? Is the influence
of the exile at Chiselharat stronger than the
humiliation which the French people suffer
throngh his weakness, il' not his incompe-
tency? Really, this special report of ours
opens a new field for consideration, and is the
most important piece of intelligence we pub-
lish this morning, notwithstanding it refers to
ramars, accompanied by a denial of their truth,
Certainly the ramors must have obtained
credence to have elsoted a formal denial of
them from the head of ths Freneh repnblic.

The other news in our special reports from
Paris are interesting. An engagement has
taken place between the insurgent gunboals
and the government forcez, but ihe result was
unknown when our despiteh left. Cannon-
ading and musketry firing were reaumed yes-
terday. The insurgenis claim to have com-
pletely occupled Asnivres, and they wera
repairing and strengthening theic batterles at
Porte Maillot. Our latest Paris despateh
reports that a deputation bad left fur Ver-
sailles on a peace mission. They were
fnstructed to demand the maintenance of the
republic, the right of municipal self-zovernment
and the guarding of Paria by the National
Guards alone. If these demands wera ree
jected they were to inquire what terms the
Versailles government propose. 1L is not
stated that the deputation were sent by the
Commune, althonga they could not have left
Paris withoul permission of fthe insargent
authorities; bat it is probable that they were
seat by the “‘party of conciliation,” pur¢nant
to a resolution arrived at some days ago and
reported by the cable. That this mission will
be a fallure, so fur ss obtaining concessions
is concerned, is more than likely, How-
ever 8o disposed, M. Thiers dare nol make
peace with them on other terms than those of
unqnalified enbmission (o the authorities,
Concesgion would, in our opinlon, make trae
(however false the present rnmors may be) the
existence of “‘a fresh consplracy ;" for the old
imperial soldiers, who now comprise the
greater part of the Army of Versailles, are
anything bnt favorably dhlmmd toward tiie
Paris reds, whom they believe to ba direclly
responsible for the reverses of the Frenel in
the recont war with Germany,

The [Irving Case In Albnuy.

The Assembly has unanimously resolved
{hat Jem Irving ought to have received the
severest punishment for his asaault on Mr,
Weed, if be had given the House the chance
by remaining in Instead of resigning, In that
cage what is to be done with Mr. Weed, who,
according to some of the teslimony, it Is
understood was ahout as active as Irving in
the mélde, although he came ont worated? Is
the invesligation to contione in bis case, and
is he to he forced to a resignation to avoid
ceasure or expulsion? Can the democrats
allow snch an effsctive reduction of their
majority, or are the republicans—jnst begin-
ning to feel their oals under their sudden
augmentation of force—able to drive Weed
ont ?

It s sald that “‘Boss” Tweed has no appre-
hensions about hing able (o hire or buy a re-
publican for immediate us2 in case he needs
one, and (hal his slates are not therefore
hopelessly smashed by the Dblow that
‘blinded Weed's peeper in the Jate mill.” We
are not 8o certain, however., When the repub-
lican members lind that they must bear alone
the whole odinm of the passage ol certain par-
tlsan democratle jobs they will not be so
ready or willing to close bargaina es when
their oppositivn is useless and their votes nre
wanted only for n make-weight with the un-
sophisticated people of the rural districts,
who believe any measure is [ull of pure repnb.
lican virtue If their members vote for it. The
pafest way for Boss Tweed just now is to ad-
Jjonrn his Legislature and have Jem Irving re-
turned 1o his seat in tima for the next ecasion,

Tox Kv Krvx Bict Is fairly under way in
the Senate, and the BSenate amendments {0
the Deficiency bill are the subject of discus-
sion in the Hous» It is quite probable that
both subjects may be pussed upon definitively
by Friday, and that Congress may adjourn by

Saturday,

Propeard Tax ltﬂinm-u—m Huerman’s
Resolution. -

Mr. Sherman, Chairman on Finanee, has

lntrodnced a resolution in the Senate instruot-
ing his commitiee during the recess carefully
to examine the existing system of national
taxation, in view of such a bill as will sim.
plify end redace both the internal taxes and
the daties on imported goods now in foree,
ond in such manner that the aggrezate of such
taxes shall not exceed the sums required to
execute the lawa relating to the public debt,
and the current expenditurss of the govern-
ment administered with the strictest economy,
80 that the taxes may be distributd (o impose
the least possible bugden upon the people,
This Is something in tho right direction, If
we are not mistaken the proposition means
that the leading republicans of Congress and
the President kave come to an agreemeont that
something must be done at the next session to
relieve the taxed people of their present heavy
burden of Internal asiessment: and tariff
duties, and 8o spike the guna of the democracy
and of the so-cailed republican *‘revenue refor-
mers” engineering for a third party and a Presl-
dential scrub race, We have over and over
again admonished Mr, Secretary Boulwell and
the President that while it is a mighty fine
thing to be paying off the national debt at the
rate of’ eight, ten or twelve millions a month,
it is a heavy draft upon the pockets of the
people for n debt-paying policy which, fine as
it may be, is not only unnecessary but un-
just; that the present generation of our
people, afier all thelr sacrifices, losaes, triuls
and tnxes in the war for the Union and in the
work of maintulning the national credit aad
currency, are cntitlod to relief, and that this
relief may wisely ba enlarged to n general re-
duction of cur preseal taxes, interanl and ex-
ternal, to the extent of fifty, seventy-five or
even & bundrad millions of dollars,

Weo would here repaat these snggestions to
Mr. Sherman, in view of the bill of reductions
which he proposes l(o“frame during the ap-
proaching recess of Congress, in order to have
it in readiness for consideration at the begin-
ning of the next session, We hope, too, that
the President In his nexi annual Message (in
December) to Conzress will have some prac-
tical recommendalions to make in favor of
relieving the people at onc2 and of lengthening
the term aimed at by Secorctary Boutwell for
the redemption of the debt. His policy of
rushing it throngh is a grand idea in theory,
but in practice it 13 needless, foolish, oppres-
give, unpopular and unjnat.

Qur Speeinl Letters from Paris,

Ths Enropean mail at this port supplied the
special lettera from the Hwparnp correspond-
ents in Paris which appear in our colnmas to-
day. The communications are of guite an
exciting character, They are enlightening
withal. They enable our readers to s2e the
French capital as it is rnled hy the Commune,
The American people can travel in iden from
behind the eity huarricndes to the interior of
the Place Venddme, and behold the “red”
democracy writhing and straggling in its des-
perate, yet blind, clort to substitute the rale
of brute force for the sway ol conslituted gov-
ernment—the latter a acicnce which they do
not comprehend, either in lis principle or mode
of application, and the power of which they are,
consequently, unwilling to admit. One of onr
writora dined, by special invitation, with the
commander in the Piac: Vendime. Iis de-
seription of hia reception, of the surroundinge,
the visitors and the official routine, goes far lo
show an exiemporized demoeracy excreising
power prematurely, and, as it appears to us, sn-
deavoring to parody some of Lhe scenca of the
first French revolution—in feebla effort, cer-
tainly, but perhaps with just as much trineu-
lence of intznt ne that which moved the origis
nal actors, ldle, and consequently impover-
ished workmen, were there in large numbers,
They were unwashed, ill-clad, suapicfous, full

and murmaring. They were without any
definite object. They bad altalned a suminim
borwm, in an absolute idleness from labor, but
they did not know exactly what to do or
what to demand next. Tunger and the want
of tobaceo had almost precipitated n reaction-
ary revolutionary crisis, and it required all
the tact of the commander—the host of our
correspondent—to avert the occurrence of a
new political crisis, The hard- ﬂnted prtlas®c
of Parl! hayc . RttnmPteﬁ ho  “job”
of & governmeni.  They are out of {heir
sphere and unable to grasp Paris in its gocial
convulaion with the sirong hand, as did Thlers,
Favre, Trochu, Chanzy and others who have
been In power since Bonaparte. These men
waut to force an equalization of classes: to
anticipate a gencral demncracy.
ship a living princlple, but worship it before
it is life, In their disappointment they hecome
political infidels and seek fo pull down the
‘edifice,” ae if 10 enjoy the opportunity of
learning, from the work of some ekilled arti-
a3, how it can be restored and built up anew,
Thus they defy Franee, silence opposition pr-
gument by the bullet, sirangle disbelievers
with the halter, and fiv to (he gloom of the
barrieades as to o congenial reéfoge from the
haunting of conscience and the glance of the
eye of Order, Suffice it 1o say that Paris re-
mained chaotic—chaotic as Parls only canbhe—
at the moment when our special lelters were
mailed. Monarchism was rejoicing over de-
mocracy In its viot, but the serlous guestion
alill remains, Is Furopean democracy riotous
and murderons as an esgential, or doen the
demoeraoy of Europe merely reflect the conse-
quences of its education under fhe mon-
archies? Ny

Prainisrio ARGUMENTS in rnrmy caBea oarry
great weight with them, but the experiment of
Mr. Irving o8 a legislator may be prononnced
a failure.  This settles a grent question on the
right principle, for otherwise a professor of
““the manly art” in the Aszembly might carry
any question by the simple process of ponnd-
ing conviction iolo the hends of refractory
members,

Tur Masoxto Recepriox of the Grand
Master of England, the Earl de Groy and
Ripon, In Washington, on April 10, was
among the most portentons entertainments
ever presented in the United States to o
Master brother of the fraternity from ahroad.
It Is the wish of the brethren of this country,
os it was that of the Immortal Washington,
that the Masonic brethren of Amerlen shonld

unite with thelr brethren fn all parts of the
world in the perpetuntion of peace and good

1 will,

of self-constitnted Importance, contradictory :
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Inte Deep Rem Dincoveries.

The late deep sea researches of the English
government, under Dr. Carpenter, make one
of the flaest chapters of physical sclence.
Since the inanguration In thls country many
years ago of the system of oceanie explora-
tions and the splendid resulis achieved the
European Powers have emulated our example,
and the frult of their labors is now apparent.
In attempling last summer to solve an old
problem of the Mediterranean inflowing our-
rent at Gibraltar, the English expedition, by
u series of the most accurate experiments from
the deck of the Porcupine, not only aceom-
plished their purpose, but also discovered the
law of the entire oceanic clrculation.

Under the rays of a fiery sun, and exposed
to the drying, hot winds from Africa, the sur-
face of the Mediterranean becomes a vast
evaporating dish, whose level I8 so rap-
idly reduced that to supply the waste by
evaporation therz must be an incessant
indranght of Atlantic water. This latler Is
highly charged with salt, which is not taken
up by sun or wind, but precipitated; and
hence it was long ago argued by the philoso-
pher Halley thut there must be some escape
of this sait from the bed of ‘‘the classic sea’
by @ submarnne current. Careful and oon-
tinued exploration now demonstrates a fact
which the theory of Hallay and the close
reagoning of Maury had previously, and
agninst many eminent sceptics, suggested as
the only solution of the Mediterranean
problem.

By the double evidence of speeific gravity
and chemical analysis the Eaglish explorers
found an excoss of salt in the waiers of the
Mediterranean over that in the At'antic; and
they found also that this excess is greater In
its bottom water than in water taken near the
surfuce, while in the Atlantic the differenco is
in u contrary direction.

By suspending a “‘current drag” from a boat
floating on the inward and surface cur-
rent near Gibraltar (two sets of observations,
made at an interval of six weeks, giving iden-
tical results), althongh a westerly wind, com.
bined with the strong surface-drift to oarry
the boat lnward, the force of the under current
acling on the ‘‘drag” at a depth of two
hundred and fifty fathoms nearly sul-
ficed to check its motion. In the second
trial, the wind being easterly, the bont
was carried out iuto the Atlantic against the
powerful stream in which it floated by the
invisible agency of a current flowing more
than a guarter of a mile beneath the surface.

If the waste by evaporation was restored to
the Mediterranean by an inflow of fresh water
the quantity of salt in ita basin wounld remain
the same. The upper current of saline Atlan-
tic water, bringing in a quantity of salt In
addition to that which the Medilerranean pre-
vionsly held, the density of its water is in-
creased, and, as Dr, Carpenter justly argues, a
column of it reaching to any given depth ia
rendered heavier than an eqalvalent columa
of Atlantic water.

To illustrate the groat discovery which las
been made by Dr. Carpenter in its bearlng on
the whole oceanic circulation, we have oaly to
suppose, a3 he does, that the Mediterranean
water were made heavier than Atlantie water
by an intense Polar ¢old (instead of, as now,
by evaporation), and we shonld still have
exactly the same currents as have hoen found
at Gibraltar.

For the Mediterranean cooled down subatl-
tute the Polar ocean, and for the Atlantic the
Equatorlal ocean, and there would necessa-.
rily be a constant interchange between Polar
and Equatorial waters through the seas of the
temperate gone, Tho redaction in the tem-
peratuve of the column of water in the Polar
basin contracts its volume, lowering its level
while nugmenting ita density, Thus the water
of the surronnding area mnst flow in to main-
tain the level lowered; and when the I’olar
colnmn has been restored io an equality of
height it will have such an excess of weight
that its downward pressure forces out a por-
tion of its deeper waler, causing an oulflow of
ice-cold water over the deep sea-bed toward
the Equator. Vertieal elrculation, of course,
returng an equal quantity of warmer surfaca
water into the Polar basin, Such Is & résumé
of the highly interesting results reached by
or-e c_-t ltw most wcce«lul of modern expgdi..

l.lul:l'l nnd very receml; made known bv Ity
illuatrious leader, They ave not speculationa,
bul facts that have baen thus bequecathed to
the science of the ocean. They were verified
in several parts of the North Atlantic—e. g.,
in the deep channel belween the Faroe and
the Shetland Islands, where Dr Carpenter
fonnd a compressed but remarkable epitome
of this ocecanic vertical circulation, The
whole under stratum of water in  this
channel, oxcending three huudred fathoms, or
nearly two thousand feet in dopth, forms an
Arclie stream, having a temperature of thirly
degrees, and Lringing with it the characteris.
tie animals of Iceland, Greenland and Spita-
bergon; while, on the other hand, the warm
etratom of surfuce water overlying the cold
waler tbree hundred and ffiy falhoms deep
moves in a northeasterly direction and fulfily
{la mission In keaping up the level and nme,
liorating the climate of the Polar area,

The new hydrozrophic discoverios will ael-
ougly medify, it not upset, all the old iheories
of the Gulf Stream, establishing the fact,
which on theoretical grounds was suggested in
thle counlry some twelve months ago, that she
Guif Strecam is not a mere ‘‘river In the
ocean,” but that it is the entire Equatorial
ocean {4 fransifu  toward the Yole
Dr. Carpenter ciles the now eelebrated
theory of Caploin Silas Bent, of 8t Louis,
(known s the ‘‘Thermomstrle Gatoways to
the Pole"), for reaching the Pole by following
the warm surfaco cuarreats with the water
thérmomater, and he fully endorses it
as the troe solution of the great goographiui,
problem. It would bo a matter of lasting in-
terest and inealenlable value to sclence and
commerco i some of our mumeroma naval
vessold were ordered to follow up the splendid
deep scu researches of Dr. Carpenter, Surely
in timo of peace the Seorelary of the Nuavy
might spare one or two steamers for this ser-
vioo,

Tne Mvas 18 1108 AssiMBLY.—For the frst
time in his life Jom Irving, a Representn-
tive in the Assembly at Albany frowm the eity
of New York, desires to bo counted out of

ring. Put bim up on & fight, with stakes nn:
ropes and wmpires all right, Jem Trvlog will

take caro of hiwmsel, Dut what oan Jem

T



