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Norfolk, May 16, 1871.
The following are the letters of appointment and

instructions sent to the American Commission¬
ers:.

Dbpabtmbnt ArrninTME.tTe and Instructions,)Dbhahtmbnt or Statu, W abuinuton, Feb. 30, lt>71. (8ib Tbc Preildent having, by and with the advice and
consent of tbe Senate, appointed you to be a Commlislnneror tbe United State* In a Joint BIgb Commlulon betweenthe United Statei and Great Britain, I bere'.y lnoloie yourcommiiilon. You will be pleaied to Inform this departmentot tbe receipt of it, and, should It be accepted, of the nameoi tbe State or count; in which you were born. I alio Indole

a blank form of tbe oatb of allegiance, which, In the eventof your acceptance, you will please execute and return tothla department lor die. 1 am, air, your obedient servant,HAMILTON FlailHon. Robrbt C. Bchknck.
a similar letter was addressed to tlie Hon. E. R.

Hoar, Hon. Samuel Nelson and Hon. George H.
Williams:.

I, Robert C. Schennk, having bean appointed a commis¬sioner of the United Statei In a Joint High Commlulon be¬tween tbe United Statei and Ureal Britain, do solemnlyswear that 1 have never voluntarily borne armi against theUnited suits iinee I have been a citizen thereof; that I havevoluntarily viveu no aid, countenance, counsel or encourage¬ment to persons engaged in armed hostility thereto ; that I haveneither sought nor accepted, nor attempted to exercise thefuuetons or any oBlee whate-er under any authority or pre¬tended authority Id hoittllty to the Unltea States ; that I haveBol yielded a voluntary support to any pretended government,authority, power or constitution, within tbe United States,hostile or inlmioal thereto. And I do further swear [or Ofllrm]that, to the best of my knowledge and ability. I will supportand defend tbe eonstltutton or the United States againstall enemies, foreign and domestic i that 1 will bear truefaith and allegiance to the same ; that I take this obligationfreely, without any mental reservation or purpose of evasion,and tbat I will well and faithfully discharge tbe duties orVie odlce on which I am about to enter, to help me Qod.Sworn to and subscribed before me this.. day of .LXTTKB OF rNBTBUCTtOJI.Department or Static )
Washington, Keb. 12, 1871 1Sib.Your high character and experience in public affairs,anil tbe tamil.artty which your long service under the federalgovernment has given you of tbe questions to be discussedand treated by the Joint Commission, of which you have beenappointed a member, seem to render unneces¬sary any instructions upon the questions tbat willcouie under tbe consideration of tbat body. Anotherconsideration, more persoi al to tbe undersigned, forbids anattempt on his part to gi¥0 Instructions to his associate* onlb" commission. You will receive herewith a confidentialmemorandum, embodying a reference to correspondence ofthis department, and to the history of several oi tbe ques¬tions which may be discussed by the commission, via.I. Tbe fisheries.

II. Tbe navigation of tbe St. Lawrerfce.III. Reciprocal trade between the United States and theDominion of Canada.
IV. Northwest water boundary and the Island of San Juan.V. Tbc claims of the Untied States against Great Britainon account of acts committed by rebel cruisers.VI. Claims of British subjects against tbe United State*-for losses and Injuries arlung out or acta committed duringthe recent civil war In the United Statei.In* hoped tbat Urn memorandum, which has been pre¬pared in this department, may aid yon, by Its relerences, Intbe consideration of the several questions on which It treats.Tbe President commits the discussion and treatment of theseveral questions to the joint discretion of your-self and your associates. Tbe sitting* of tbe Com-misssion being In this city, you w.U have theopportunity, or wblcb be expects you to avail yourself,Wiy'Bm'teMota um *o« as

alio cautiously and confidentially ascertain the views and
opinions of Senators to whom. In case your n*°*!*"onssnail result In a tnaty or convention, that result must tw
submitted for their constitutional advice and consent.
Ons point not referred to In tbe accompany ng memoran¬

dum will probably be brought to tbe conilderatlonof the
Jolut Commission, rU:-3ome agi^ment between the two

iWlsilM thflklr MIMMllff* H®KU ..lid "¦

taut questions that may eogagt tbe consideration o

the Commission. Tbe President hopes that whatever prin¬
ciple! may be established or recognised in connection with
this subject shall be considered equally applicable to tbe

K recovered by the late civil war In this country and tbe
lure.

1 have the honor to be, sir, your obedleut^iervanU
To Bon. Roukbt C. Soubnok.
The same letter was addressed to each member of

the Commission. The memoranda alluded to above
are brief histories of the several qecstions above

named.
______

THE P&OTOCOL9 <.F CONFERENCE.

The following are the protocols of conference,
(he record of Uie proceedings of the Joint Iiigb Com¬
mission, showing the nroocss by whxh tue Com-
miflsiouera arrived at the conclusions embodied in

Uie Treaty of Washington:.
Protocol 1.

Washington, Feb. 27, 1871..The High Commis¬
sioners having met, their full powers were respec¬
tively produced, which were found satisfactory,
au-J copies thereof exchanged, as follows:.
VLYHbjM H. UBAMT, l'B*Sll>ENT OF TUB UMl'lXO bTATfS OP

.- llflffft.X- -- - .

To .iU who 'Anil Hi llf.'ffrttfc.),, arreting:.
Know ye, thitt, reposing special trust and confidence In the

Integrity and ability ot Hamilton Klab, Secretary ot Stale;
Robert C. Schenck, Envoy Hxtruordlnarv and Mluister P'ttli-
iiotentlary to Great Britain; Samuel Nelson, an

J lint jet 9t the Supreme Court of lliej^ulted \ h.Otc

point them Jointly and severally to be Commissioners
on the part of the United State. tn a Joint High Commission
between the United States and Ureal Britain, hereby empow¬
ering ihi m, jointly and aeveral'y, to meet the Commissioners
appointed or to be kppcln.ed on behalf of her Britannic Ma¬
jesty, and with them to treat and dlstuse the mode of aettle-
meut of the different questions which nliall come before the
¦aid Joint High Compilation, and the laid oftice to held and
exerclM* during the pleasure of the President of the United
Stales for the time being.

In testimony wliereof I hare caused tlieio lettera to be

rnidrfyijuoiit, and tlie i^l jlij ynlt*d Statcsto^o hereunto

Uh'«li Xin Jer my hand at the city of Washington, this 10th
day of February, In the year of our Lord I>i71, anu of the
independence ot the United States of America the ninety-

llfth. U. 8. (i RANT.
By the President, Hamilton Fisii, Secretary of state.

Victoria Ritu..VioroiiiA. nv ths Gbao* or Ooi>,
ytiKt N or THBA/'NITKII KINGDOM Of OBBAT UBITA1N
AM) IKRI.AHP, DKrgNllgH OK Tllg FAITH, AO., AC., A' I.

To all Ki.d -t'lyii'o' to Ich'Wi thee pi^etth *lvill come, yetting:.
Whereas for the purpose of dlaciiselng in a friendly spirit,
nth Commissioners to be appointed on the part of our good

our pan the djacuis.ons In tbla tebaji, Know
ft therefore, ih.il We, reposing Ai[fecial (rinl
and confidence In the wladom. myaltT. MmN
and cireiini^Veofion bf our right trusty and right well be-

truey and well beloved councillor, Sir Stall ord
llenry Northrote, Baronet, a member of Parlia¬
ment, Companion of our Most Honorable Order
of be Bath, Ac., Ac. ; of our trusty and well
beloved Sir Edward Thornton. Knight Commander of our
most honorable f'rder of the Hath, our En>oy Hxtraor.li
oarv and Minister Plenipotentiary to our g<H>J friends the
United States of America; of our trusty and well belored
Sir John Alexander MaodonaM. Kni^tit Commander of our
most honorable Order of the Bath, a member of uur Privy
Council lor Canada and Minister of Jnaliue aud Attorney
General of our Dominion of Cana la, and of our trusty and
well beloved Montague Bernard. Ea<L, I'Include Professor
of lniar national Law in the University of Oxford,
have named, made, constituted and appointed as

we do by these presents name, make, constitute and appoint
them our undoubted high commissioners, procurators and
plenipotentiaries, giving to them or to any three or mora of
tliem all manlier of power and authority to treal, adjust and
conclude with such minister or ministers as may b« vested
with similar power ami authority on the part of our good
friends the United Statea of America any treaties, conven¬
tions or agreements that may tend to the attainment of the
above mentioned end, and to sign for us and In our

natnc, everything so agreed upon and concluded, and to do
and transact all such other matters as m»/ appertain to the

finishing of the aforesaid work in as »»'l>le manrer and form,
arid with e<|Ual force and efllcacv *a we ourselves eould do,

If personally present engatin* and promising upon our royal
word, that whatever thliiir' b" ,0 lran»acl»d and cou-

etoded by our said li|e» corauilssloners, proeuraiorsand idem-
liolentla'rlea shall K agreed to, acknow edgr.iandaecepte<thy
us in the fulle*' manner, mid tbat we will i.ever suffer, either
In the niii'i" or in part, any person whataoevei to Infringe
the *H.e, or act contrary thereto, as far as it ilea tn our
uo-'-r.
in witnesa whereof wo have caused the great seal of our

United Kingdom of ureal liritain and Irrlai.d to be alined to
these presents, which we have s i^ed Willi oar royal hand.
Oiten at our.com I at \t iiuisor Castia the IStb ilay ot' Feb¬

ruary, In the year oi our Lurd IK J I, and in the lliiitv-fourth
vear of our reign.

"

It waa proposed by the lintish High Commission-
£r.4 that Mr. H»n, Hecreuujr of buue of tli« I nitod
Blaies, should preside. Tne United States Commis¬
sioners stated that, although appreciating the pro¬
posal, the/ 4M not consider ft necessary that a
president should be named. The llioh Commls-
.toners, on the suggestios of Mr. Fish, requested
lxrnl Tentertlen, Recretary to the British High Com-
mission, wad Mr. Bauot oit Dana. AMistautMcratarf

or (JMtto of the united States, acting as secretary to
the Dotted States High Commission, to undertake
the duties of joint protocollsts. The High Commis¬
sioners then agreed that the Babjeots for discussion
should be those mentioned In the following corre¬
spondence, which had taken place between the two
governments

IIS IDWAID THOBNTON TO III. FISH.
Washington, Jan. M. 1871.

Sim.Id compliance wltb an Instruction racelvcl from Earl
Urauville I bar* (be honor to slate that her Majesty'* kov-
ern-nent deem It of Importance to tha good relation! whlcfi
they are ever anxious should iubitit and dc strengthened be¬
tween (he United Stale* and Great Britain that a friendlyand complete understanding should be come to between the
two novel amenta ai to the extent of the rights which belongto the citizen* of the I' nlied State* and her Majiity'i aubjecta
respective,y, with reference to the tliherie* on the eoaata ofher Majeeeire possesions In North \merlca, and aa to anyother questions between them which affect the relation! of
toe United stale* toward* tbeae poaiemioni. Ai the con¬
sideration of these matter! would, however, I nvolve Inveetl-
gauous of a somewhat complicated nature, and as It ii veryuesirable tliat they should be thoroughly examined, I am di¬
rected by Lord t.ranvllle to propoie to the government ofthe United State* the appointment of a joint high oommts-

. on, which aliall be composed of member* to be name 1 byeach government. II tha<l bold Ita *e**ion* at Wash¬
ington. and a hall treat of and discuss the mode ot set¬tling the different question! which have arisen out of the
fisheries, ai we.l a* those which affect the relations of theUnited Slate* toward* her Majesty's possession* in North
America. I am confident (hat this proposal will be met byyour government in the mme cordial iplrlt or friendshipwhich ba* induced her Majesty'* government to tender it,und i cannot doubt that m that caae the result will not fall to
contribute to the maintenance of the good relations between ithe two countries which I am convinced the government ofthe U (.lied Mate* as well a* that of her Majesty equally have
at he irt.

1 have the honor to be, with the highest consideration, sir,your most obedient, humble tervauV
EDWARD THORNTON.

The lion. Hamilton Fish, Ac., Ac., io.
MB. null TO BIR EDWARD THORNTON.

Dkpartment or Statu, )
Wa6Uinoton, Jan. 3t, 1871.1Sir.I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of yournote ot January 28, In which you inform me in compliancewith Instruction* from Karl Uranville that her Majesty's gov¬

ernment deem it of im)>ortance to the good relation*
which they are ever anxious should subsist and be
strengthened between the United States and Ureal
Britain, that a friendly and complete understand¬
ing should be come to between the two governments
as 10 the extent or tne rights which belong to the citi¬
zens of the United States and her Mftjestv'* subject* r4-
iti ectlveiy, with reference to the fisheries on the coast ol herMajesty's possessions In North America, and as to any otherquestions between them which affect the relations of theUnited states towards these possession*. And furthi-r, that

as the oonslderatton of these question* would Involve investl-ghtlons of a somewhat complicated nature, and a* it 1* verydesirable that tbey should be thoroughly examined, youare directed bv Lord Oranville to propose to the
government of the United State* the appointmentof a loint high commission, which shall be com¬posed of members to be named by escb government, shallhold Its session' at Washington and shitll treat of and dlscuisthe mode of settling the differences wbicli have arisen out ofthe fisher ei as well as tboie which affect the relation* of thelinitod State* toward* her Majesty's pos*e*«lons In NorthAmerica.

I have laid vour note before the President, who instrnct*
me tossy thai he shares with her Majesty's government the
apprecl ition of the Importance of a irlend'y aod completeunderstanding between toe two government! with referenceto lb* subject* specially suggested for the consideration of
the proposed joint high commission, and he full; recog¬nizes the irteodly spirit which ha* prompted the propoaal.The I'reaident la. however, of the Opinion that without the
adjustment of a claaa or questloaa not alluded to In yournot* tli* supposed high commission would fall to establishthe permanent relatione and the sincere, substantial andlaating friendship between the two governments, which, In
common with her Majesty's government, hq dealrea should
pravail. lie thinke that the removal of the differences which
arose during toe rebellion In the United btatea, and whichhave anated since then, growing out of tbe acts committedby the several veaaela which have given rise to the claimsgenerally known aa the "Alabama Olaima," will also

be eaaential to the restoration or cordial and amlcabia rela¬
tione between the two governments, tie dealred me to saythat ahould her Majesty's government accept tbla view ofthis matter, and assent that this snbject also may be treatedof by the proposed High Commission, and ma* thus be putin th« way o* a flnal aid amicable UttleraenC, tbla govern¬ment will with much pleasure appoint High Comml**iob4rs
on tbe part of the United State* to meet those who may beappointed on behalf of her Majeaty'a government, and will
spare no efforts to secure, at tbe earliest practicable mo¬
ment, a just and amicable arrangement of ail the questionswbioh now unfortunately stand In the way of an enure and
abiding (Headship between the two nation*.

I have the honor to be. with the highest consideration, sir,
your very obedient servant, HAMILTON KJsil.

bir Kuwait) Thornton, K. C. B., Ae., Ac.
BIB IDWARD THORNTON TO MB. VISK.

, Wahiiinuton, Feb. 1, 1871.
Bra.I have the honor to acknowledge tbe receipt of yournote oi the 80th ult. and to offer you my sincere and cordial

thanka for tie friendly and conciliatory aplrlt which uervades
It. With reference to that part of It In which you state that
tbe President thinks that the removal or the differences
which arose daring tbe rebellion in the United Btates,which have existed since then growing out of the acts com¬
mitted by tbe several vesaels which have given rise to theclaims generally known aa the "Alabama c aliua," will alaobe esaentiarto tbe restoration of cordial and amicable reia-
tloua between tbe two governments, 1 have the honor to in¬
form yon that I have submitted to Karl Granville tbe opinionthus expressed by the President of the United States, the
friendiineea of which, I beg you to believe, 1 lully appreciate.I am now authorised by bis Lordship to atate that It wouldKtve ber MaMaty'a government great aatlafaction if tbe claims
commonly kn twn by tbe name of the "Alabama claims" wereaubmlued to tbe consideration of the same High Commissi in
by wblcb her Majesty's government have proposed that tbe
questions relating to tbe British possessions in Morth
Amerloa should be dlecussed, provide! all other claims, bothof British sub|ecte and citizens of the United states, arisingout of acts committed during the recent civil war In this
country, are similarly referred to the same Commission. Theexpressions made use of in the name of the President in yourabove mentioned note with regard to the "Alabama claims"
convince uie that tbe government oi the United States willconsider It of Important* that these causss of dispute' be-tween the two countries tnould also and at the fame Ume bedone with, and that too will enable me to convey to my****** to the addition which

Thave the honor to be, with tbe highest consideration, air,
your molt obedient, humble servant,libWARD THORNTON.
Tbe Hon. Hamilton Fish, Ac , Ac., Ac.

MR. »IBU TO MB BUWAltO THORNTON.
Dkparimbmt ok Stat*. I
Wa*hinoton. Feb. 3, 1*71.1

Bir.I have the honor to acknowledge tbe receipt oi your
note of the let Inst., In which you intorm me that you are
authorised by Earl iiranvllle to state that It would give her
Majesty's government great satisfaction if the claims com¬
monly known by tbe name of the "Alabama claims"
were suomltted to tbe consideration of the aamn

High Commiaalon by which her Majesty'* gov¬
ernment have proposed that tbe question* re¬
lating to the British possessions In North America,
should be diacussed, provided that all other claims, both of
British subjects and cKUens of the United States, arisinc out
of act* committed during the recent civil war lu this country,
are similarly referred to tb* same committee. 1 have laid
your note before tbe President, and he has dlreoted me to ex¬

press tbe aatlafaction with which be has received the Intelli¬
gence that tuirl Granville ha* authorised you to atate that
her Majeaty'a government baa accepted the vlewa
of this governmeut aa to the disposition to be
made of the so-called "Alabama claims." lie also
directs me to say, with reference to the remainder of your
note, that If there be other am further claims of British sub¬
jects or of American citizen*, growing out of aols committed
(Airing the recent civil war In this country, he aaaenta to the

Cropriety ol their reference to tbe aame nigh commission ;
ut be suggests that the High Commissioners shall consider

only such claims of this description aa may be presented l>y
the governments of the respective ciaimauta at an early day
to be agreed upon by tbe Commissioners.

I have the bouor to be, with the highest consideration, sir,
your obedient servant, HAMILTON.* IsU.

Sir Ekwauk Thornton, K. O. B., Ac., Ac.
The Commissioners farther determined that tho

discussion might Include such other matters at
might l>e mutually agreed upon. The meeting or
the High ComuitSHtonera was then adjourned tome
4th of March, J. 0. BANC ItOFT UAVJS.

TENTERDEN,
».

Protocol 9. .*"

Wism-ifiTON, March 4, 1871..Tho nigh commit
Blotters having met, the protocol of Uie couiereuco
held ou the 27tlt of February was read and cou-
flrmed. At tbe oomtnencement ol the conference
the Uuiied states Mgli Commissioners oalled atten¬
tion to the provision lu the constitution of the United
States, by which tbe advice aud consent of the
Senate Is required for the rat location oi any treaty
which may bo signed under the authority of the
President. The British High Commissioners stated
thatjhey wero acquainted with this provision. The
Illgh Commissioners then proceeded with the con¬
sideration oi the matters referred to them. Tho
confeience was adjourned to the fitli ol March.

J. 0. BANCROFT DAVIS.
TENTK^DKN.

All the protocols, from tho third to the tlilrly*
fourth mclasivc, are precisely ihe same aud read as

follows:.
The High Commissioners having met, the pro¬

tocol ol the conference held on tho of was
read and confirmed. Tho Hitfh Oommlssiouets
then proceeded wtih tho consideration of the mas¬
ters referred to them. The conference was ad¬
journed to Me of .

J. C. BANCROFT DAVIS,
TKNTEKDISN.

Protreil 38.
Washington, Mny 8, 1871..The nigh t'om ilH-

sloner* having! iuet, the protocol of llic coniercnro
held on the MU of April w.m read and continued.
The liign Commissioners tiion proceeded with the
consideration of the mailers rlfeVreo to them. The
Ainericau commlssloneis produced the following fur¬
ther full power, under the seal or the Uuited states,
authorizing llietn to conclude uud sign a tieaty:.
Ul.VSFS S. (IRANT, I'BKStDgNT Ol TIIB I MTEll Si A 1 18

of AVuHlci. !. "j* .

To ill' i> uhorn (*' e prf 'nl' 'Kill r.jitiA Orfi nj;..
Know ye, thai where** l>y my power, be.trTnx date the HUh

day of Fehruar ' l**»i Haiulltou Kith, SerriHarv of Matt,
Willi1 1 t\ IcbsMk. bnvov Kxtraordinarr and Mm * ir l*len1-

5i)lcullnry to Oreat Isntain Sainnsl Nelson, an AssocUie
uttlce of the Supreme Court of lb* United States; hbenezer

Hoar, of MaitachnacM*, and George II. William*, of Oregon,
were authorized 10 meet the CmnmiMloners appointed or to
be appointed on behalf of linr Britannic Majesty, and w>th
them irvat an<l il rcuaa the mode of settlement of "the different
questions wtiloij should come before litem and
where.il that meeting and discussion hare taken place
and the aald mode of aettlemenl ha* been aure,'d upon, now,
therefore, I, Ulyises g. Oram, President of the United State*,
do hereby appoint the aaiU llamlllun K'*h, Hubert t\ Schenck,
Samuel Nelion. fci.ene«rr R. Hoar and George U.
Willmat, jointly and severally, plet.ipolenliarles 'or
and In t-elialf of the United (Statue, and do author-
It* mem, or any or either of them. In couclude
.nd sign any treatv or treat let touching ihn premises for the
flnal ratiticAllon of the President of the United State*. by and
wltn the advice and conaent of the Senate, 11 tuch advli-e and
conaent be given. In wltneaa whereot 1 baye oauacd the «cal
of the Uuited State* to be hereunto affixed.
Given under my hand at ibe city or Washington, the second

day ol Miiy, m the year ol our Lord one thousand eight
hundred and icvi'iiiy one, and of the ludepeudence of
tti* l ulled States of America the ninety. fifth.

_
U. 8. GRANT.

By the President.
Hamilton Kitn, Secretary of State.
This full power was examined hy the liritish

Commissioner* and found satisfactory. The Joint
liight Commissioners determined that the* would
emoody in protocol a statement coutaining an ac-
eount of the negot iations upon the various subjects
Included in the Treaty, and tbev instructed the joint
protocoliat* to prepare suchan account in the order iu
which toe subjects are to eland in the Treaty. The
conference was adjourned to tbc 4th of May.

i. 0. BANCROFT DAVIS,
TKNTKKDKN.

Prsisrsl SC.
WAHniituroN, May 4, 1871..The Ulgh Commls-

aloaera bavin* met. the protocol of the con-

ference held on the 3d of Mtr was read and
confirmed. Tue High commissioner men pro¬ceeded with thee onstderatMn of the matters re¬
ferred to them. The statement prepared by the
joint protocolista In acoordanoo wltu the request of
the Joint Ulgu Commissioners at the last confer¬
ence was then read as follows:.
"Statements," articles 1 to U. At the conference

held on the 8th of March the American Commis¬
sioner stated that the people and government of the
United States felt that they bad sustaiueu a great
wrong, and that great Injuries and losses were in¬
flicted upon their commerce and their material in¬
terests by the course and conduot of Qreat
Briiian during the recent rebellion- in
the United States; that what lias oc¬
curred in Oreat Brlttan and her colonies
during that period had given rise to feelings in theUnited States which the people of the United States
did not desire to cherish toward Great Britain; that
the history of the Alabama and other cruisers which
had been fitted out or armed or equipped, or which
had received augmentation of force in ureal Britain
or in her colonies, and of the operations or those
vessels, showed extensive direct fosses in the cap¬ture and destruction of a large number ol vessel's,with their cargoes, and in the heavy national ex¬
penditures in the pursuit ol the cruisers, andindirect injury in the transfer of a Uir<c part of tue
American commsrcial marine to the British dag,in the euhanced paviucius of insurance, in the pro¬longation of the war, aud in the addition of a largesum to the cost or the war and the suppression ofthe rebellion: and also showed that Ureat Britain,by reason of failure in the pmper observance of herduties as a neutral, had become justly liable lorthe acts of those cruisers and of their tenders;that the claims for the lo s and uestruc-
tiou ol private property which had thus tarbeen presented amounted to about fourteen millionsor iiollais. wtthqut interest, which amount wa?
liable to be greatly Increased t>v claims which had
uot been presented; that the cost to which the gov¬ernment bad been put in the pursuit of cruisers
could easily be ascertained by certificates of govern¬ment accounting officers; that In the hope or an
amicable settlement no estimate was made ol theludlrect lpsses, without prejudice, however, to
the right to indemnification on the r ac¬
count in the event of no such settlement beingmade, 'l'lie American Commissioners further staledthat they hoped that the British Commissioners
would be able to place upon record an expression ol
regret oy her Majesty's government for Hie depre¬dations commuted by the vessels whose acts were
now under discussion; the v also proposed that theJoint High Commission should agree npon a .surawhich should be paid by Oreat Britain to tue UnitedStates lu satisfaction ol ail the claims and me inter-eft thereon. I

i ne mulsh Commissioners replied that her Ma.jetty's government could not admit that Great
Britain had (ailed to discharge towards the United
Suites the duties Imposed on her by tlie rules 01 in¬
ternational law, or that she was Justly liable to
mako good to the United States tne losses occa¬
sioned by the acts ol the cruisers to which theAmerican Commissioners had referred, 'i hoy re
mlnueu the American Commissioners that several
vesela suspected of being designed to cruise agulnstthc-Unltou States, including two lrou-clads, had beeu
arrested or detained by the British government, aud
that that government had in some Instances not
confined itself to the discharge ol International
obligations, however widely construed, as, for in¬
stance. when it acquired, at a greet cost to the coun¬
try, the control or the Anglo-Chinese norila, which,it was apprehended, might be used against theCnlted States. They added that, although Great
Britain had from the beginmug disavowed anyresponsibility for the acts of the Alabama and the
other vcsse>s, she had already shown her
willingness, for tiift sake ol the maint&>
nance of friendly relations with the Uulted
Stated, to adopt the principle of arbitra¬
tion, provldod that a llttlng arbitrator
could be louud, and that an agreement could be
come to as to the points to which arbitration should
apply. Tncy would, therefore, abstain from reply¬ing In detail to the statement of the American Com¬
missioners in toe hope tnat the necessity lor enter-
lug upon a lengthened controvcisr might be ob¬
viated by the adoption or so fair a mode of settle¬
ment as that which they were lustructed to pro¬
pose, aud they had now to repeat, on behalf of tneir
government, the offer of arbitration. I
The American Commissioners expressed their re¬

gret at this decision of the British Commissioners,and said, lurthcr, that they could not cousent to
¦uomil the question of the liability of her Majesty's
government to arbitration unless tne principleswhich should govern the arbitrator in the consldera-
tion of the facts oouid be agreed upon. The British
Commissioners replied that they nad no authority to
agree to a submission of these claims to an arbitra¬
tor with Instructions as to tno principles which
should govern in the consideration or them. They said
that they should be willing to consider what princi¬ples should be adopted lor observance in luture, but
that they were of opinion that the best made of con¬
ducting an arbitration was to submit the facte to the
arbitrator, und leave him free to decide upon themalter hojrmg such argument as might be neces¬
sary.
The American Commissioners replied that they

were willing to consider what principles should be
laid down lor observance in similar cases in future,wltu the auderstanding that any principles that
shoulu be agreed upon anould be held to be applica¬ble to the (new in respect to the Alabama claims.
The British Commissioners replied that they

to accede
to a proposal lor laying down rules for the guidance
of tne arbitrator, bnt that tney would mako known
to their government the views of the American
Commissioners on tne subject.
At the respective conferences on March 0, March

10, Maroh is and March 14 the Joint High Commis-
mission considered the form of the declaration of
principles or rules which the American
Commissioners desired to see adopted for
the instruction of the arbitrator aud laid down for
observance by the two governments in future. At
the close of the confercnce of the Uth ot March the
British Commissioners reserved several questions
for the cou-idersi on of their government. At the
conference of the 6th of April the British Commis-
moners stated that they were instructed by her Ma-
jesty's government to declare that her Majesty's
government could not assent to the proposed
rules as a statement of pnnciples of inter-
national law which were in lorce at the
time wnen the Alabama claims arose, but that her
Majesty's government, in order to evince its doid re

of strengthening the friendly relations between the
two countries and of making satisfactory provision
for the futine, agreed that lu deciding rhe questions
between the two countries arising out of those
claims the arbitrator should assume that her Ma-
Jesty's government had undei taken to act upon
the principles set torlh m the rules which
the American Commissioners had propose l.
viz., that a neutral government Is bound.
ftrtt.To use due diligence to prevent the fitting

out, arming or equipping, within Its jurisdiction, of
auy vessel which it has reasonable ground to believe
Is intended to cruise or carry on war against a Powfc
with which It is at peace, and also to use like dill- %

gcucc to prevent the departure from its Jurisdiction'
of any vessel intended to cruise or carry on war as
above, such vessel having been specially adapted, ill
whole or in pan, within such jurisdiction, to warlike
usej '

.Second v.Sot to permit or sntrcrcither belligerent
to make use ot its ports or waters its the base of
naval operations against the other, or for the pur¬
pose ol the renewal or augmentation of military
suoplies or amj, or the recruitment 91 mcik

Thirdly.To exercise due diligence in its own
ports or waters, and as to all persons within its
jurisdiction to prevent any violation ol tuo foregoing
obligations and duties. It being a comWJon of this
undertaking that these obligations should 111 future
be held to l>e binding tuternatlouaily between the
two countries. '

.

It was also settled that, in deciding the matters
submitted (0 him, the arbitrator should be governed
by the loregolng rules, which hud been agreed upon
as rules 10 bo taken as applicable to the case, and
by such principles of international law not incon¬
sistent therewith as the arbitrator should determine
to have been applicable (9 t tic caw;.

rite Joint High Commission then proceeded to
comi.dcr tlie forui Of Submission and the manner of
constituting a tribunal of arbi: ration at the confer¬
ences on tno fltli, bth, tftb, lOlli nnd Ivitli of April.
The Joint High Commission considered ami dts-
cussed the form of submission, the manner of Hie
award, and the mode of selecting the Arbi¬
trators. The American Commlssloneia, referring
to the hope which they had expressed on the xtn of
March, Inquired whether the British Commissioners
weie prepared to place upc>n ffceord an expression
of ltmct oy her Majosty's government for the demo¬
dal ious committed by the vessels whose aflg wofJ
now under discussion, and the British Commission¬
ers replied that they were authorized to express
in a friendly -pint the regret felt by her Majesty's
government for the escape, under whatever circum¬
stances, of the Alabama and other vessels from
British ports aud for llio depredations commuted by
Ui6sc vessels,
The Amcricftn Commissioners accepted this ex-

pression of regard as \ err satisfactory to ihein and
as a token ot kindness, ami said that rtie.v f«»lt sure
it would be so received by the government and pedv
pie ol the United states. lathe conference on the "

lath of April tne treaty articles one to
eleven were agreed to. Articles twelvo to
se\enteen at the conference on the 4tti
March wore agreed to. The subjects were ref
eried to tne Joint lltgh Commission hv the re¬

spective governments in the order in which thev
appeared in the correspondence itciween Sir Edward
Thornton aud Mr. Fish, and the considera¬
tion of the adjustment or all other claims, both of
Brltuli sub ec s aud citizens ot the United States,
arising out of acts committed during the recent
civil war in this country, as described by sir
Edward Thornton In his letter of February 1,
was deferred until subjects referred to in the pre¬
vious letters should have been disposed of.
The American commissioners raid that thev stip-

Bosed mat they were right In their opinion that
rllUh laws proniblt British subjects Irom owning

slaves. They, therefore, Inquired whether any blaliu
for slaves or for alleged properly or interest in
slaves can or will oe presented by the British gov¬
ernment, or in botialf of any British subject, uuder
the treaty now being negotiated. If there be in the
treaty no express words excluding such claims.
The British Commissioners replied that by the law

of England British subjects had long tioen prohibited
from purchasing or dealing in staves, not only
within the dominions of the British crown, out in
any foreign country, and I hat they had no hesita¬
tion m saying thai uo claim on oelialf of any British
subject lor aUve.< or for any property or interest in
slaves would oe presented by tlm British govern¬
ment.

Keierrlnsr to the paragraph In Sir Edward Thorn¬
ton's tetter of January 'in. relating to the mode or
nettling the different questions winch have arisen
out of ihe fisheries as well an those which affaci the
relations of the Uulted States towards her Majesty's
poasMMona In North America, the British Cowm'ls.
¦.'tner* Drowsed that me Joint Uigb Comnuaaion

should consider the claims for Injuries which the
people or Canada had suffered from what wereknown as the Kenlan raids.
The American Commissioners objected to this andit was agreed that the subjeot might be broaunt upagain by the British Commissioners in connection

witu the subject reterred to by sir Edward Thornton
in his letter ot February 1.
At tlie conference on the 14th of April the JointHigh Commission took into consideration fie sub¬ject mentioned by Hir Ed van I Tnornton Inthat letter. The llrltish Commlssionera proposedthat a commission for the consideration of

these claim* should be appointed, and that
the convention of 1853 should lie followed as a
precedent. This was agreed to, except ti>at It wassettled that there should be a thlrd'Commissioner in¬stead of an umpire. At the conferencc on the milol April the treaty articles twelve to seventeenwere agreed to. At tne conlerence on the untilof April the British Commissioners again broughtbefore the Joint High Commission the claims ofthe people ol Canada tor injuries suffered from tneFenian raids. Tuny said ih-.it they wore Insliuctedto present these claims und to state tlut they wctoregarded by her Majesty's government as coiningwKliin the cla>s of subjects indicated by Htr EdwardThornton, in his letter or January 2u, as subjects torthe consideration ol the Joiut High Commission.The American Commissioners replied that theywere lustructe.l to say that the government ol theUnited States did not regard these claims as comingWithin the class of subjects indicated in that letteras subjects ler the consideration or tho Joiut !Il«tiCommission, and that they were without anyauthority from their government to considerIhem. They therefore declined to do so. 'lheBritish Commissioners replied that us mesubject was understood not to be wiihiuthe scope of the Instructions of the American Com¬missioners they must refer to their government forfurther Instructions npon it.
At the conference on the 3d or May the BrltisiCommissioner* stated that they were instructed uytheir government to express tlielr regrets that theAmerican Comniisiloaers were without authority todeal with the question ol the Fenian raids, andtney inquired whether that was still the cau».Tno Americ in Commissioners replied thatthey could see no reason to vary the replyformerly given this proposal; that In tneir view the

subject was uot embraced In tno scoj.e of the cor-
respondpnoe betweeustr Kdward Thornton und Mr.Pish, under eli her of the letters of the former, andthat they did uot reel uslineil In enterlim upon the
con lderatlou or any class of claims not contempla¬ted at the time of the croat.on ol the present Com¬
mission, and that the claims now referred to (lid not
commend themselves to their favor.
Tne British High Commissioners said that under

i tnc circumstances they would not urge rui thcr; iliut
i the settlement of Hie claims should be included in
I tnw present tieaty and that they had tho leas dl (11-

cuity in doinvc ho, us a portion of ilio claims were of
a constructive and Inle ential character.

In articles 18 to 26, at the conference on the «th of
| March, the Hrltlsli Commissioners stated ilia' they
i were prepared to discuss the question or the fish¬

eries, either in dei.tU or generally, so as either to
! outer lnio au examination of the respective rlgliHol the two countries under ilio Treaty of

1818 and the genenil law or nations or to noproaoiiat onoe ihe settlement of the question on a compre¬hensive basin.
Tue American Commissioners said that, with the

view or'avoiding tlrs discussion of matters which
subsequent negotiation might render It unnecessary

| to enter Into, they thought It would be preferable
¦ to adopt the latter course, and Inquire wnat In that

case would be the basis which the British commis¬
sioners desired to propose.
Tue British Commissioners replied that they con-

¦ sldered that tho Reciprocity Treaty of June t>, 18jt,should be res .ore: I in principle.The American Commissioners declined to assent to
a renewal of tho former Reciprocity Treaty,The British Commissioners then su rgostedflf anyconsiderable modification wore made In the tariff ar-

| rangenient of that trado, the coasting trade ol thu
United State:; and of her Britannic Majesty's posses¬sions in North America should bo reolproca.lythrown open, and that the navigation of tho r. ver
SI. Lawrence and or the Canadian canals should bo
also thrown open lo the citizens ot the United states
on terms of equality with British subjects.Tho American Commissioners declined this pro¬posal and objected to a negotiation on the basis ol
the Keciprocity Treaty. They said that that treaty"had proved unsatisfactory to Hie people ol
the united States and consequently had
bo?n terminate ) by notice from the government of
tnu United States, in pursuance ol Its provisions.Its renewal was not in ttieir interest, arm would not
bo in accordance with the sentiments of their peo¬ple. They further said that they were not at libertyto treat ol tue open iug of the coasting trade of the
United States to the subjects of her Majesty reddingin her possessions in North America.

It was auree.l that the question relating to naviga¬tion of the river Si. Lawrence and ol t'auadiau ca¬
nals and to other commercial questions air. clingCanada should be treated by the.nselves. Tue sub¬
ject or the fisheries was further discussed at the con¬
ference on tlie 7th, 20th, and and '2Mh or March.
The American Commissioners stated that 11 a
value of the inshore fisheries could be ascer¬
tained the United States might prefer to pur¬chase lor a sum of nioiey the right 10
eujoy lo perpetuity the use or those inshore
fisheries In common with British fishermen, audmentioned one million du.iu.ru a*. iJja-"uiu.JW<iu *»««..*

Wife, they tiiougnt, wholly Inadequate, and toat no
arrangement would be acceptable of wuleh
the admission Into the United States free ot
duty or fish the produce of the British fisheries
did not form a part, adding that any arrangement
for the acquisition by purchase of tue inshore fish¬
eries in perpetuity was open ro grave objections.
The American Commissioners inquired whetner it

would be necessarv to refer auy arrangement for
purchase to the eolonlal or provincial Hail lament.
The British Commissioners explained that the

flsherlos, within the limits of maritime jurisdiction,
wore the property ol the several British colonies,
and that it would be necessary to reier any arrange¬
ment Which might aitecl colonial property or

rights to tue colonial 01- provincial I'arlla-
ments, and that legislation would also be required
on the part ol the Imperial l'arilament.
During the.^e discussions the British Commissioners
contended that these msnore fisheries were ol great
value, and tu.it the most satisfactory arrangement
Tor their use would be a reciprocal tariff arrauge-
meut and reciprocity in the coasting trade, and
the Americau Commissioners replied that their
value was over-estimated; that the United
Slates desired t.» secure their enjoyment,
not lor ttieir commercial or intrinsic value
but ror t!ie purpose of removing a source or
irritation, aud that they could hold out uo hope that
the Cougress of the United States would give its
assent 10 sue atarltfarrauiteraeiitas was proposed,
or to any extended plan 01 reeipr cal free admission
of the products on he two countries; but tliat inas¬
much as one bruncu ol Congress had recently more
than once expressed Itself In favor of the abolition
or duties on coal and salt, they would propose that
coal, sail and lisli be reciprocally admitted tree, and

L that inasmuch as congress nad removed the duty
nfroui a portion ol the lumber heretofore subject to

' dutv, and tnc tendency of legislation iu the United
1 states was towards the reduction of taxation 01
! duties 111 proportion to the reduction or the public

debt and expenses, they would further propose that
timber lie admitted free from duty, rrom and alter

1 the 1st or J uly, 1874. subject to the approval Cou-

fjressj was necessary on questions Meeting
uibort duties. " '

* ¦
4

The Btitish Commissioners at the confeeence 011
the 7th or April stated that they had referred tlua
oiler to their government and were instructed to in-
form tho Americau Commissioners that It was ro-

I gardeda* Inadequate, aud thai her Majesty's govern-
1 luent considered that free lumber should lie granted

! at once, and that the proposed tariff concessions
I should be supplemented bv a money i«ymeut.
i Tho American ("ominisidouirs then stated that

they withdrew tho pioposal which tiiev had pte-
' vloiisly made of the reciprocal fxee admission id

coal, salt and flsh, and of lumber, alter July 1, 1»74;
mat tnat reciprocal had been made entirely in ih«j

! interest of peaceful settlement, and ror the purpose
. «f removing a suture or irritation atid anxiety; mat

Its value had l>eeu beyond Hie commercial or
Intrinsic value of t lie lights lu iiavo been ac¬
quired In return, ami thai tiny could not
consent to aa arrungem uit on the inuls now pro¬
posed by the liriltnli Commissioners, and lliey re-

lie wed iheir proposal to pily a uiooer equivalent (or
the use of the Inshore flehorlcs. Tliejf luruiei pro¬
posed that In case tub two gftvernibeiits should nut
be able to Agree upon Hie buiii u> be paid an xuch an

equivalent, the matter should be reierntl to an liu-
partial commission for ileierminatlon.
The British Oommissioneis rcp ietl that this Pro¬

posal wits one on which they ha<l no lustrui ifon*
and that It would not be possible for litem to ionie
to any arrangement, except one (or a term of tears
and involving the concession of free fish and fl«h oil
by the American Comml-sioncrs; but that if free fish
and fish oil were conceded ihev would inquire of
their goverameiit whether they were prepared
to assent to a refe.euco to aroiirailou an
to money pavinenl.
The American commissioners replied that they

were wiliiug, subject to the action of t on/re*-,
to c nce*ie ttte fish Hud imi oil as an equivah nt for
¦¦?he use of the Inshore fisheries. ami to uialtc the
arrangement for a lerni of years; that they were 01
opinion that Tree mm and fish oil would be in or than
an equivalent for these fisheries, but that they
were also willing to itgreo to a re'ertnee to deter¬
mine that question and the auiouut of any money
payment Ilia might be found necessaiy to complete

an [equivalent, it being understood that legislation
would In- needed bcfoie any payment could be made.
The subject was further discussed lit the confer¬

ences of April 18 and 19, and the llrlttsh Commis¬
sioners, having referred the last proposal to their
government, and received Instructions to accept it,
the treaty articles 18 to 26 were agreed t« at the
conference oil the 22d of April, au<l artlc.es u to\
33 at the Conference on the 7th or March.
The British Commissioners proposed that the reci¬

procity treaty of June 5, ls54. should be restored In
principle, and that If any considerable modifications
in the lanir arrangements in rorce tinder It were
made the coasting trade of the United States and

> her Britannic Majesty's possessions In North
1 America should be reciprocally thrown open, and

that the navigation of the river st Lawrence and
of the Canadian canals should be thrown open to
the citizens of me United t tatca on terms of equality
with Brlti'di subjects.
The American Commissioners declined this pro¬

posal and in the subsequent negotiations the ques¬
tion of ihe fisheries was treated by itself.
At the conference on the 17th of March the Joint

lligh Commission considered the subject of the
American Improvement of itio uavigatiou of the St.
Clair flat*.
At the conference of the 18th or March the ques¬

tions of the navigation of the river St, l.awrcnca and
the oauuls and the other subjects connected i here-
with were taken up. Tlio American commissioners
proposed to take into consideration the question of
transit of goods in bond throngn Canada and the
initcu fciattt. wkKb waa agreed to. The Bouafc

1 Commuwionera proposes 10 uutc inu> considerationthe uueh.ion of traa*H of goods la bund ttirougtiCaouila and tUe United Htates, which wag agreed to.The Krltlitli Commissioners proposed to take into
considerat on the question of opening the coastingtrade of the lakes, reciprocally to eacn part/, which
«u declined. On the proposal or the British Com-
mwloner*, It was agreed to uke the question of
traiissiiipmeiit into consideration.
The Ruiifh Uomntaslouers proposed to take Into

connldeianoii the reciprocal registration of vessels
an between the Dominion of Canada and the United
Htar*'M, which was declined.
At the conterence or the 23d of March the trans¬

shipment <|iii'stlon was discussed and postponed for
further Information.
On the motion or the American Commissioners the

transit queoion was discussed, and It was agreedthat any settlement that might he made should In¬clude a reciprocal arrangement Iti that respect forthe period lor which the fishery articles shoulu oeIn force. i
tii© question of the navigation of the river Sr.I,aw renco and ill.; i anals wm taken up. The Brit¬

ish Commissioners stated that tiiey recanted the
concession or the navigation of Lake Michigan as
au equivalent tor the concession ol the navigationot the river »r. Lawrence. As lo the canals,tnev »t it'Mi that tne concession of the
p ivilege to navigate them in their presentcondition, on terms of equality wilt British
subjects, was a much greater concession
than Ihe corresponding use of the canals offered hythe I'mted state'. They furtner said that tlm en¬
largement of tne canals would Involve the oxpfendl-t urc of a lart(9 amount of money, and they asked
what equivalent the American Commissioners pro-po«. d Xo give lor the surrender or the ri«ht to con¬
trol in tolls for the use of U13 canals, either in tuolr
preneut hud or after enlargement.The Atni in an Commissioners replied that, unless
the Wtdluid Canal should lie enlarged so as to ac-
co uuiodate tti-> present course of irale, they shouldnot i»e duposed lo inake auy concessions; that In
their opinion the citizens ol the United states could
uiwjihtiv claim to navigate the river St. Law-
r-ncf in lis natural suite, ascending and de¬
scending, from the forty lllth parallel of norihlatitude, where It ceases to form the houu-
dary net ween the two couutrles, rrom, to andl ito Ihe s«a, and thev could not concede that the
navigation o Lake Michigan should lie given or
taken as an equivalent lor (hat right, and theythought Hut ihe < oiiceasion of the navigation of
i.akc Mlutnuan an I of i. lie canals offered by tliciu
was tirjr Hi tii au equivalent for the concessions asto the Canadian canals wnlch were askea.Tb«y proposed, in connection with a reciprocalarrangement as to transit and transhipment, that
Canada should agree lo enlarge the Wetland andSt. Lawrence canals, to make no discriminating tolls
and to limit tho 'oils to rates sufficient to lnaiiiiatu
Ihe canals, pay a reasonable interest on the cost or
construction and enlargement, and raise a sinkingiuiid lor (lie repaying, wiililn a reasonable time, the
cost of enlargement, and that the navigation of the
river SL Lawrence, the Canadian canals, the canalsoffered by the United States and Lake Michiganshould i>e eiijored reciprocally by citizens of the
United Stales and by British subjects.This proposal was declined by the British Com¬
missioners, who repeated that they did not regardthe equivalent offered by the (Jutted States as at all
commens urato with the coucesslous asked from
Great Britain.
At the conference on the 27(h or March the pro¬posed enlargement or the Canadian canals was fur¬

ther discussed. It was stated on the part of the
British Commissioners that the Canadian govern¬
ment were considering the expediency of enlargingthe capacity of the canals on the river St. Law¬
rence, and had already provided lor the enlarge¬ment of the \Veilaud Canal, which wonld be under-
tasen without delay.

1 lie subject of the export duty in New Brunswick
on American luin >er floated down the river at St.
John was proposed for consideration it/ the Ameri¬
can Commissioners.
At the conference on the 22d of Apr.l fho British

commissioners proposed that lie navigation of
Laky Michigan should be given in exchange for the
navigation of the river St. Lawrence, and
that her Majesty's government should
a?£e , l.° .

U1'«° u»'ou tl,e Dominion
oi Canada to give to the citizens or the United states
the me of the cauadlan canals on terms or equalitywith British subjects, and that tho government or
tlie United stat03 should agree to urge upon the
several States to give 10 British subject* the use ol
the several stale canals on terms or eqnallty with
Citizens or the l:hiteu States. Tney also proposed, as
part of the arrangement, a reciprocal agree¬
ment. as to transit and transhipment, and that
llie government of Great Britain should urge npon
New Brunswick uot to Impose export duties on the
lumber floated down the river Su John for shipment
to tne United States.
The Amcricau Commssioners repeated their views

as to the navigation of the river St. Lawrence lu its
natural state-
The Uritlsh Commissioners replica that th*y could

not admit the claims of American cltl/.ens to
navigate ttte river St. Lawrence as of
right, but that the Britis.i government h is no desire
to exclude them from it. Thev, however, pointed
out that there were certain rivers i mining through
Alaska w.tlch should, oa like grounds, lie declared
free and o)*cn to British subjects in case the river
8U Lawrence shonld b3 declared iroc. The
American commissioners replied that thev
WAM j.vamrivl »a va/inn n.lon th.it

ComuiuMluueiH, limiting it, as regained American
cauals. to the canals connected witb t ie navigation
oi tlie lakes or rivers traversed by or contiguous to
the boundary line between the British and Amcri¬
cau possessions. They ilk wise agreed to give the
right of navigating Lake Michigan for a term o!
yearn. Thev desired, and It was agreed, that the
transhipment arrangement should be made
dependent npon the non-existcnce of
discriminating tolls or regulations on tne Canadian
canals and also upon tne abolition or the New
Brunswick export <intr ou lumber Intended ror the
United stares. It was also airreeu that the right or
carrying should be made dependent upon the nbn-
imposition of export duties on either side on the
no ids of the other party passing in transit.

Tin' discussion or these subjects was furtner con¬
tinued at the Conferences or the 2-itu, 26th and 26th
of April, and the treaty articles 20 to 33 were agreed
to at the Conference on the 3d of May. In tiie course
ol tne>e discussions tho British Commissioners called
attention to the ipiestion of the survey oi the bound¬
ary line along the forty-ninth parallel, which still re¬
mained unexecuted, from the Lake or the Woods to
tho Kocky Mountains, and to which reference had
been made in tne President's Message. The American
Commissioners stated that the survey was a matter
for administrative action, andidld not require to be
dealt with br a treaty provision. The I nlted Stages
government would be prepared to agree with the
British government lor the appointment of a bonrfd-
ary survey com mission In the same manner as had
been done in regard to the remainder of the bound¬
ary along the forty-ninth parallel its soon as the
legislative appropriations and other necessary
ariangements could be made.

Articles .4 to s2. At the conference on the I6tli or
M uch the British Coinims loners slated that It. was
proposed that day to take up the northwest ootin.
dary question; that Hie dittercnco was oue of long
sanding, whlcn had more than once been the sub¬
ject of negotiations beiwccn the two governments,
and that" the negotiators in January, ist.u
agreed upon a treaty. They thcu proposed that
an arbitration of this question should be
made upon the basts of the provisions of
that treaty. I he American Commissioners re¬

plied that though no formal vote was

actually taken upon it, It was w«JI understood that
that treaty had not been favorably regarded by the
Semite. They declined the proposals or the British
Commissioners, and expressed their wl>h that an
eil'ort should be made to Settle the question in the
Joint High Commission. The British Commissioners
rts-cjted to this, and presented the rcasous which
induced them to regard the Rosarlo Straits
as the chit unci contemplated by the treaty of

j 'in1 1ft, 1*1". The Aine. ican Commissioners replied
ana presented the reaa >ns which Induced them to

regard tne I lain channel as the channel contain-
i Mated by that treaty. They also produced, In sup-

port of their view*. Home original i-urrrn|ioii>jru< t?

or Mr. Everett with his government which had
lx>en alluded to In previous discussions or the
question. The British CoinmhislonerH replie.l that
luejr saw in ihHt correspondence no reason
10 Induce them to cbango tho opinion
which i her li.nl previously expressed. Tlioy tnen
united whether the American Commissioners had
any further proposal to make. The American Com¬
missioners replied that In view of the position
taken i>y the British Commissioner!) It appeared
thai the treaty of Jnne 14, 1S46, might
have h<N>n maile tinder a niutmi misunderstanding
itri.l would nut have heen made bail 4M each par. y

understood at the time the construction which the
other t'iiity put on the language wlio.^e Interpreta¬
tion is in dispute. Tliey therefore propose
to ahrogiie the whole ol that part
o( the rreitf and rearrange tho ihmiii-
d.rr iin<» which was in dispute before that
treaty was concluded, l'he British Commissioners
replied that 1 tie propoaal to a treaty wa-i

owe ol a senwus character and that they hail no In¬
structions which would euable them to entertain it,
mid at the conference on tho itnih or March the
British Commissioners declined the proposal.
At the conference on the l'.'th of April the British

Commissioners proposed to tho American Commis¬
sioners to wdopt the middle ch.tuncl, generally
(known as the Douglas channel, as the channel
wiroiiKti which the boundary line should lie run,
with the understanding that, all chami'is
through the archipelago should lie free and
common to both parties. The American
Commissioner* declined to entorttin that piopo al.
Thuy propo»>e<l that the Joint High Commission
should neogala* the HaroChannel as the channel i>y
the treaty of June 1*, ifua, with a mutual agiee-
nimt that no fortification* should lie erected

b*. either rarty 10 obstruct or command it,
>> ami with proper provisions as to auy exist¬
ing proprietary rights of British subjects
lu the Island of San Juan. Tho British Commis¬
sioners decliued this proposal, ami stated that, be-
ing com tared of the justice of tbeir view of the
treaty, they could not abandon It except aftci a

fair decision by au Impartial arbitrator; they
there.ore renewed their proposal Tor a reference
to arbitration, and hoped that it would be
seriously considered. The American commlslonerg
replied tbattbey had hoped thut their last proposal
would be accepted. As it bad been declined they
would, should the other questions between tbo two
government* be satiAiavioril.f adjusted, agreo
to a reference to arbitration to dctermmo
whether the line should run through Haro
Channel or through the Kosaro strain,
ppon the condition that either government should
nave the right to Include hi the evidence to b* coil-
sidered by the arbitrator such documents, omcisl
correspondence a»'d other odlclal or putilic
statements bearing on tho subject ol the
reference as they m®" consider ntcess.iry
to the sm.pOrt of (heir respective ca»es. mis

condition was Agreed to. The British cominisslouera
ptopCbed that the arbitrator should have the right

to «iraw the boanflary tnrougn an taieiM*channel. The American CointnlMion*r»thin propmai, staling that they fle*tred a dociMoa.not a compromise. Tim lirituh 0«>miBH«»ooeni pro¬posed that it »li<ml<l i»o declared to be the properconstruction or the trea'y of lMl f ar all the chan¬nels were to i>e open to navigation oy both porue*.TUe American Conirnt'«lo!ier« statcl that they dMnot bo con true tne treaty or i»«<i and ihtrerocecould not assent to such a declaration.The discussion of this tn»>ie<M w*s contln <#4 dor-Ins the conference, an't in ttie conference or the I 1of April ihe treaty articles thirty-lour M forty-two were agrrea to. 'I tie J. nut 1 j Com mamon-era approve! tliH statetout .mi .»>.». t<i a u» <.«entered In the protocol, l'lie <o«feieucu «u *4-Journeil to the Ota oi M.iy.
J. r. BANrnoPT t>AVl««.TBS IKIiltKN.

Protocol No. 37.
WAflniNnrov, May 1*71..Tie fli-n . ^mta.

sinner* Having met, the protocol uf Hi- r n . r ou»held on the 4th of May was rend *n<1 >.< tir n. t
Lord l)c (Jrey said that as the Jo nt Itiiri i .inni»

slon would not meet afi'ii afur lo-d ly, ni-r^ k»*the purpose of signing tno Treaty, he le ir> i, »
behalf of himself an. I his colieajrie*. to ex .- M.rt
litgli anpreclaiion of tne munir in whi< n Ur. Pi»t>
auil hiH American colleague* bad, >»n ilun
Bide. conducted the negotiation*, ft i>a<i in«.-i

j gratifying to the British Commissioner* i > t, *««o.
elated w tti colleagues who were animate wi'h i .

s .une sincere desire as themselves to ixluti ai >ut a
settlement equally honorable and Just to u

tries of the various questions of wiucirlt had '^ti
tlieir duty to treat, and the llntista Commn-uooen
would always retain a grateful recollects. i of the
fair and Irlendly spirit which the American i otu
tnlssiunTs had displayed.

Mr. Klsli, on oelialf of the American Conmlw-ion-
ers, said that they were gratefully sensible of tne
friendly words expressed by the Lord De Crey, and
of the kind spirit which had prompted them. From
the date Of the first conference the American <'om-
miMlenera had Men tmpraaMd W.rh the earnest¬
ness 01 desire manifested by the British Commis¬
sioners to reach a settlement worthy of the
Powers who had committed lo this Joint HighCommission tlie treat meut of various questions of
peculiar Intel est. complexity and delicacy. Ills col¬
leagues and he could never cease to appree>ute the
generous spirit and the open and friendly mannerIn wntch tbo British Commissioners had mot and
discussed (he several questions that had le«l to the
conclusion of a treaty, which it was hoped would
receive the approval of tlio people of botn countries,
and would prove the foundation of a cordial and
friendly understanding between them for all
time to come. Mr. Fish Turthersald that lie was
sure that every member of the Joint llign Commis¬
sion would dosiro to record his appreciation of tho
ubllity, the zeal and unceasing labor which joint
protocoling nad exhibited in the discharge of their
arduous and responsible duties, and that he k^ewthat he only gave expf odon to the feciluga of
the Commissioners initiating that Lord Ten-
derton nnd Mr. Bancroft Davis were entitled
to and were requested to uccepi tho thanks of the
Joint fligh Commission (or their valuable services
and the great assistance which iliev had rendered
with unvarying obligingness to the Oomrnni-don.
Lord De Grey relied, on bohalf ol the British Com¬

missioners, that ho and his odleoguea moat
cordially concurred in the proposal mod*
by Mr. Fish, that tho thank* of the
Joint lli;rh Commission should be tendered to Mr.
Bancroft Davis and Lord Tcnteudon for their valu¬
able services as Joint prof oculists. The British Com¬
mission were also fully as setulb e as their American
colleagues of tho great advantage winch the Com¬
mission had derived from the assistance which
those gentlemen had given tlieiu lu tlio conduct of
the important negotiations in which tuev ha 1 been
engaged.
Monday, the 8th of May, was appointed for the

signatures ol the treaties.
J. C. BANCROFT DAVH.
TENTERDEM.

Tbe Premature Publication of the Treaty.
Washington, Mar 18, 1871.

The select committee of the Senate appointed to
investigate how and by whom the Treaty of Wash¬
ington nn i other recent proceedings or the execu¬
tive session of the Senate were made public, made
their report this morning. Tbe committee held a
meeting last evening ana examined the news¬
paper correspondents who forwarded ny telegraph
the text of the treaty for publication, but the said
correspondents persistently refused to inform
tbe committee from what source ttiey pro¬
cured their copies or tuo treaty, in eoa*
sequence of this refusal or tho witnesses to
answer tbe questions propounded to tbent
the committee reported a resolution that the recu¬
sant witnesses be arrested by tbe Serjeant-at-Arms
and brought before the bar ol the Senate, and de¬
tained until they consent to answer tbe interroga¬
tories or tbe committee. Tills resolution, after a
discussion of four hours, wu adopted by tne follow¬
ing vote:.
Yeas.Messrs. Amos, Anthony, Barcman, Buck.

Ferry of Michigan, Flanagan. Fre!tngiuiy*cn, luitt-
lln, Harlan. Hill. Hitchcock, Howe, Kelley. Logon,
Morrill of Maine, MorrMot Vermont. Osborn, i'aiter-
Hon. Pomeroy, I'ratt. Ramsey, sawyer, hpencer,
Stevenson. .Stewart, Stockton. Trumbull, Wiadoui
and Wright -42.

m .

Nats.Messrs. Blair, Davis or W. Va., Ponton,
Morton. Kloc, ilobertson, Saulsbury, 8c In ins. Sher¬
man. ^Prague, Su.nner, Tliurman, Tipton, Vicken
and Wilton- IS.
Absent or not voting.Mcssr?. Bayard, Brownlow,

Corbett, Gil'tert, llamlltou of Mo., Hamilton of
Texas, Johnston, Kellogg, Lewis, Nye, Pool, Scott
and West.13.
The Treaty was not considered to-day, the above

proceedings having ocoupicd all tue timo of tbe
session.

EXTRA SESSION OF TB£ SENATE.

Wa-suinoton, Mar lfl, 1871.
Senator Ferry, or Connecticut, aid Senator

Logan, or Illinois, took their seats tor the flrst t.nie
this session, senators Brownlow, or Tennessee,
Johnson, or Virginia, and Kellogg, of Louisiana, are
absent rrotn the city. There are three vacancies-
one from Georgia, oue from Alabama and one from
North Carolina.

Alter prayer by tho Rev. Dr. Newman and the
reading of tiio Journal of yesterday Mr. Hfgkin miam
offered a resolution, which was agroed to, request¬
ing the President, Ir not inconsistent Witn tiie public
inlotent, to communicate to the Senate copies of all
correspondence in the state Department in relation
to ship Hudson and schooner Washington, property
or citizens of Connecticut, »el/.ed ov the Britmu
authorities In the Falkland Islands, In 1H»4; and *l»i
the report or Lieutenant Lynch, or other navai om-
cer, on lile iu the Navy Department, on tho sains
subject.
On motion of Mr. Cameron tho Senate went into

executive session.

FIRES.

An On It tmi Fu< foi y In Jernr City l)n
atroyerf.Loan 940.00U.

A flrc broke out at nine o'clock yesterday morning
In Mills' oakum factory, on Railroad avenue. Jrwy
City, near the foot of the bill. Tne combusti-
bio material with willed the bulldloir w#«

stored caught flro rapidly an 1 defied all the ..ffitria
of the firemen to extinguish It. The buil linj,
with Its contents, was totally consumed, in
volvlng a loss of f40,<X)0.the machinery
alone, whicii was of a special con*trnc 10:1, t<> iu<
worth half that amount. Ihe building was iu«ure I
In New York, Massachusetts and Oulo coiuim.-imm t >

the extent of |1.r>, ooo. How tho fire origlnau-<i u a
mystery, some attributing it to xparks from a lo« o
motive, wlillo othets slum that ouo of mo Uomra
explode I.

Durulns of R ftrriily ln« KatublUbwriii la C'la>
<-i:n:tit I. I.oa* S4IM.OOO.

Cincinnati, May l«, 1*71.
A Are broke out at eleven o'clock last nigut, i*

the rectifying establishment of Mills, Johrnu A »

on Sycamore street. The tire wu discov. re/| in aa

area, In the rear of No*. and a*, the «(«*> k ioo u <4
the establishment, winch so ju coniinuni< au i t« it>«
entire building from tne cellar to the tilth «t>>ry, ani
Darned witn astonishing pert istance for mo. t

two hours. The fire was contlnrd to the btiiiuiu j iu
which It origlnateJ. The contents an 1 t> n< .ug me

a total loss, which is estimated at $Suut*M>
Tbo Womll Along ik<* Koaduut a*4 U«-«rg*

Itallriinda Burning.
roroiiKLemtK, May is, UTI

The forest* along the line of the Koq<> at m i

Onwcgo Railroad are burning. A large tra i f

woodland has already been burned over. Tne ike

originated fioin sparks from tne ivouig i»e*.

Oeairnnlon or a Warehona* In daaiM.
BosroN, May 14, Mil.

The large building on T wharf, owned by tne T
Wharf Company, was totally destroyed by »re fhie

afternoon; also a lot of menhundiso awaiting
transportation. The steamer Commerce too* are.
but was turned Into the stream anl saved. The

total loss Is estimated at f :5,ouu.

Kxteoalve Flree In Cnnnda.
Dt'liUAM, Ontario^ May 1«, 1«7L

The extensive foundry aa>l machine shop of

Messrs. A. A A. Cochrane was destroyed by flro

yesterday, rhe lose is *2
your dwelling houses aud barns on Duke and

James streets, 81. Catherines, were destroyed by flre

this morning. The buildings were of wood ami
were entirely censuined. The ions la about Ho.Ojo.

THc C3AL T30U8X
^ittston, Pa., May l«, 1*71.

At a meeting of the men of the rennsylvaoia Coal
Company at this place io-da>, It waa resolved by an

overwhelming majority to acoepl the compauj'i
oiler, aud tbev are to testuie wora ImhMdiaiijr


