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AMUSEMENTS THIS AFTERNOON AND EVENING.

FIFTH AVENUE THEATRE, Twenty-fourlth sirset, —

Tuxk NEW LRAMA OF DIVOROR

WALLAOK'S THEATRE, Broadway and 13th strest. —
Joun GauTin

NIBLO'S GARDEN, Broadw. hetwean
Houston atreets.—BLAVK Uuuuu:“lntlm al I.P.Hn“ s

BOWERY THEATRE, Bowery— Al
WAy e “E: Bowery—BRIGANDS OF CALARIA

8T, JAMES' THEAT "
L o RE, Twenty-sighth street and Brond

OLYMPIC THEATRE, Hroadwsy.—THR BALLE
TOMIME OF HUunPiy Dusrry. nla:um (13 l‘ i

AIMEE'S OPE ¥ -
Pr-st SL“*I?A BOUFFE, 70 Brosdway.—OPERA

BOOTH'S THEATRE, - -
PRl LA, Twenty-third st.,, corner Biaih av.

GRAND OPERA HOUSE, , sh—
e LI S 2, carner of Sth av. and 3a

MR8, F, B. CONWAY'S BROOKLYN THEATRE.—
CoMEDIES AND FARORS.

1
BTADT THEAT N -
P, L'Arnnuu;m" on, 46 and 47 Bowery. —=THE OPrERa

THEATRE COMIQUE, 814 Broadwar,—Cowin Vonat.
16ME, NEGRO A8, dc.—WilTE Crook, Matinee at 23

UNTON SQUARE THEATRE, Fouriennth st. and Broal.
wny.—~NEGLO AoTS-BURLESQUE, BALLEY, &0, Matinee.

O:ST_FINWJ\Y IALL, l"ull.l.'L.w:h street.—GRAND CoON-

TONY PASTOR'S OPERA I-I(;Usk. No. 201 Bowery.—
BEGRO EODENTRIOINIES, BURLESQUES, &0,

BRYANT'S NEW OPERA H(!_HEB. 234 at., betwoen 6ih
and Tth ava.—BuyasTt's MINSTRELS,

BAN FRANCISCO MINSTREL HALL, 585 Broadway.—
THE BAN FRANGIBOD MINSTRELS, “ i

AT, PETER'S HAL W T L -
JABLEY'S Wax Wuu&b el

NEW YORK OCIRCUS, Fourtesnin sirem. —30ENES N
THE RING, ACHOUATS, &0. Mutinec at 2%,

NEW YORK MUSEUM OF ANATOMY, 613 Broadway.—
BOIRNOR AND ANT.

LEAVITT ART ROOMS, No. 817 Broadway.—BEXminl-

TION OF PAINTINGS.

DR, KAHN'S ANATOMI -
it byt CAL MUSEUM, M5 Broadway.
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It Is SETTLED—The disagreement between
Speaker Blaine and Seoator Morrill, of Maine,

All quiet on the Kennebec.

Mg, SoMner's SurrLEMENTARY Crvin Rigars
AMENXDMENT does not properly belong to a
His bill belongs to the
usual order of bills passed by a majority of
each House and approved by the President.
Amnesty, in reference to the rebel political
disabilities, requires a vote of two-thirds of
each House, and is then perfect, without the
Mr. Sumuer's amend-
ment to the Amnesty bill should be rejected as

geoeral amnesty.

President's approval.

elearly out of order.

Pegsipgst Tmers MuzzuNe toE Frexcn
Prues. —A despateh from Paris says that the
public sale of the newspapers Gawlois and Con-
stitution has been prohibited by the Minister
What is the matier now?
What does the Minister of the Interior mean?
Progident Thiers' arbilrary measures toward
the press is not calculated to strengthen his
The imperial gov-
ernment always acted with considerable cau-
tion in this regard, The muzzling of the press
is always accompanied with danger, and more
go in France at the present moment than any
other European nation which practises such a

of the Interior.

rule, and may work evil,

course.
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The FProsidentinl Succession—Gencral Graot
and His Dificalties,

While the State elections of 1871 distinctly
foreshadow the renomination and re-election
of General Grant to the Presidency in 1872,
the increasing difficulties of his administration,
at home and abroad, promise, at least, a very
interesting and exciting Presidentinl contest.
In General Grant's preseni posilion there Is
much to remiud us of the party feuds and
hostile factions which cropped out against
General Jackson and againsl Abrabam Lincoln
as candidates for a second term. Jackson, in
1832, was confronted by the national repub-
lican party of that day, which subsequently
took the name of the whig party; and by the
absurd anti-Masonic parly (in the organization
of which, over what was pretended to be the
dead body of a recanting Mason, named
Morgan, Thurlow Weed, of this State, was a
very active agent); and by the South Carolina
nullifiers, under the lead of Calhoun, who had
quarrelled with and broken off from Jackson,
Thus there were, in 1832, four parties in the
field; but they could not shake the popularity
of Jackaon, as was shown in the electoral vote
which came out—For Jackson (democrat),
219; for Clay (national republizan), 49; for
Wirt (anti-Mason), 7; for Floyd (the Oalhoun
vote of South Carolins), 11. Nevertheless,
after the election it was stoutly contended
that if those opposition elements could have
been united upon a single ticket they might
have defeated Jackson, looking at his slender
popular majorities in many of the States; but
u8 these discordant hogtile factions could not

meets in Philadelphia on the Gth of June,
from which it is understood that the present
sesaion of Congresa will close before that day.
From present appearances the prospect in the
interval of any asubatantial relief to the
country in the leasening of our heavy load of
national taxations, internal and external, ia
very gloomy. The gectlonal and factious
divisiona in Congress upon the tariff and the
income and other internal revenue laxes are
apparenlly irreconcilable npon any general
bill of relief; and so it is most likely
that the hopes of the people in this ses-
sion of Congresa will be disappointed. If so,
General Grant, as the Presidentinl candidate
of the responsible party in power, and every
republican candidate for the next Congress,
will bave to share ia the respousibility to the
country in the State elections and in the na-
tional election of next autumn, from the Atlan-
tic to the Pacific coast. Here, then, General
Grant may have another batch of difficulties to
meet in the coming campaign, in all sections
of the country, which will serionsly embarrasa
him, provided always there is anything like
unity or co-operation among the opposition
forces.

General Grant will be the republican candl-
date for the Pressidential succession. His

overshadowing personal claima, avallability

and popularity will give him the nomination

agalnst all comers and all combinations, The

democratic leaders and organs generally con-

fess that he is too strong for their party as it

stands, and that, without considerable rein-

be combined they frittered their strength away
in their divisions.

In the case of Lincoln, as in the case of
Jackson, there was a powerful opposition to
his re-election among what we may call the
political aristocracy of the country, including
the aristocracy of his own party. The homely
manners and backwoods simplicily of the
bonest rail-splitter, like the rough, frontier
training aod plain direciness of purpose
which characterized Jackson, were offensive
to the political aristocracy of all parties ; and
we find the same objeciions from the same
high and mighty classes applied to the plain
' and uppretending General Grant. And yet
we have seen, from the time of General Jack-
son down to this day, that the great body of
the American people are apt to prefer a Presi-
dent from their own ranks to the grandest and
loftiest political giant. Hence, while such
great statesmen na Clay, Webater and Cal-
houn, with all their efforts, failed to reach
the White House, such men, from tha ranks
of the people, as Jackson, Harrison, Taylor,
Polk, Plerce, Lincola and Grant, have been
triumphantly elected. The wvery objections,
therefore, that are pleaded most earnestly
against General Grant, touching his common
habits and manners of life, and ways of
thought and action, and his ignorance of
books and precedentis, and of refined states-
manship and diplomacy, are really his strong-
est recommendations with the masses of the
people, because he is of them and for them,
and because they sympathize with him as their
representative against those pretentious poli-
tical nabobs who affect to look down upon the
unlettered masses with pity or contempt,

In this view of the subject, therefore, that
which his adversaries represent as the special
weakness of General Grant is the secrel of hia
strength; for here he standa to the people in
the same light us Jackson, Harrison, Taylor
and Lincoln, and that is as a man from the
body of the people and with no pretensions to
stand above them, Bot when we come to the
spoils and plunder we find that the difficulties
of the President as a candidate for re-election
have increased since the time of Jackson with
his patronage. In every appointment of any
consequence from flve to five hundred men
are disappointed, and some bolters in each
case are the consequence. So, resulting, in
the first place, more or less from a division of
the spoils, Virginia, Georgia, Tennessee,
Texas and Missouri have been lost to the ad-
ministration; and from the legislative squabble
which threatens a general riot in New Or-
leans, Louisiana, too, may be counted as lost.
Next, our Custom House quarrel, Fenton
sgainst Conkling, resulting in the present
Customn House investigalion, may cause the
loss of New York to General Grant, although
recovered to him, according to Mr. Greeley,
by a shrewd employment of the spoils of the
Custom House last fall,

In addition to the States lost by the ad-
ministration through factious quarrels over the
gpoils, Samner threatens a break in Massa-
chusetts, Fenton and (reeley and their fol-
lowers threaten all sorta of troubles at
Albany, Cox and his clique are bent upon
mischief in Ohio, and Trumbull in Illinois,
while Carl Schurz is operating everywhere
for his new departure with o new party. At
the same time the two democratic Senators
on onr Custom House Investigating Com-
mittee, Messrs. Bayard and Casserly, are
working like beavers to make up a case of
corruption which will neatralize the awful dis-
closures of Tammany Hall through the
length and breadth of the land, and with some
prospect of success. One would thiok, too,
with all the opposition elements and floaling
materiens. X Jare. poisied owt, SUsLIf the
democrats in Congriss, or a Demoeratic Con-
vention, can bring them into a barmonious
coalition, General Grant will have a sharp
and doubtfnl battle before him; but here
again, in the difficulties o this opposition
alliance, lies the safety of Grant,

But again, on the Spanish-Cuban question,
on the Mexican question, on the Russian Cata-
cazy question, there are difficulties suggested
to the administration which may result to (e
advantage of the opposition; but in regard to
Spain and Cuba and in regard to Mexico
there algo are opportunities offered Lo General
Grant which, if properly seized upon, may
clear the track of all obstructions (o his re-
election and carry him in by acclamation.
The best thing that can be done with the
Catacazy imbroglio—a very foolish thing—is to
settle it as quietly as possible; but the oppor-
tunity for a great and popular line of action

law, order, trade and enterprise in Mexico,
shonld not be thrown away. The failure of
the administration to meet the jus! expecta-
tions of the country upon these questions may
possibly give a ‘‘new departure” to the be-
wildered democracy which will astonish all
parties in it political consequences.

The Republican Presidential Convention

in o settlement with Spain and in behalf of

forcements from the republican camp, it will
be useless to fight against Grant's re-election.
Bot still the chances are that, as in 1832,
these discordant opposition elements will re-
main divided; or that, as in 1864, the admin-
istration bolters will creep back again to the
administration camp, and so give Goneral Grant
an eagy victory. Considering the many diffi-
culties which confront him, and the mutinous
leaders, cliques and factions of his party, he
might be defeated by a coalition of all the hos-
tile forcos ; but as such a coalition appears im-
possible his re-election seems as plain and easy
as that of Jackson or Lincoln.

Tur GreEx Bricanns AgAaiN.—The bri-
gands have again made their appearance in
Greece, under the leadership of their old chief,
Spanos. This notorious robber recently ap
peared at the head of a band of seven fol-
lowers, at his old haunts near Oropos. His
relatives dwelt in this place until after the
murders at Delissi, when they suddenly took
their departure to other scenes, A short time
since a party of thirty riflemen of the Grecian
army came upon Spanos and bis gang, and
strange to say that, although they were within
fitty paces of the deapo radoes when they fired
upon them, none of the wretches were hurt,
and the whole party escaped. The eficiency,
honesty or capacity of the government rifle
party is not much to be commended if this is
a fair sample of the usual way they discharge
their duty to the State.

RussitaN  Reports oF  INTEREST TO
ALexis,—A Heraup special telegram from
8t. Petersburg, which reached us yesterday by
way of London, informs us that a rumor
prevailed in the Russian capital tothe effect
that the Grand Duke Alexis bhad married a
Russian lady since his arrival in America. We
are told, also, that the Czar, his father, has been
opposed to the idea of the union, and imagined
that the *‘attachment which existed between
the Grand Duke and the lady had been broken
of.” This news is really Interesting—n lady
in the case, and Love laughing at a frowning
father and braving, it may be, a ukase, His
Imperial Highness Alexis has been a favorite
with the fair ones of America since the
moment he landed ; but if this Love-trinmph
rumor turn out to be correct he will be
idolized—*‘s0 gallagt in love and so daunt-
less"—away ont there on the Plains and every-
where else,

Tae Fmsr Pagry N TRE Fierp with its
Presidential ticket officially will be the na-
tional prohibition or temperance party, for
their national nominating convention meets at
Columbus, Ohio, on the 22d of February.
About the same time, however, the national
labor reformers meet in the same place, and
they may put up a Presidential ticket. The
woman's rights women will wait to see what
course the anti-Grant republican party takes
before they move ou the subject, By August
next we shall probably have [our or five Presi-
dential tickets and parties before the people,

PrixoR FREpERIOK CHARLES AT ST. PETERS-
BURG.—Previous to the departure of Prince
Frederick Charles and the distingnished men
who accompanied him to Russia from the
Muscovite capital a large depatation of the
German residents there waited on them and
tendered their congratulations. The delega-
tion desired to do honor to the heroes of the
recent war. The members were graciously
received, and the kindly ‘sympathy they
evinced for the Fatherland the Red Prince
considered as the keystone of the Russian-
German feeling during the progress of the
late war. '

GoverNoR PARKER delivered his inangural
address lo the New Jersey Legislatore yester-
day. Itis democratio to the core, and filled
with sonnd and practical suggestions regard-
ing the welfare of the Slate. In case Gov-
ernor Parker should become the democratic
eandidate for the Presidency this inaugural
will furnish an abundance of geod matter for
an electioneering campaign.

Tae FrRENor AGITATION against the gov
ernment project for the imposition of a direct
tax on raw material to be used in manufac-
ture, is extending all over the couniry. It
will eventually evolve the most serious question
which the French government will bave to
answer—free trade or continued protection ?

A PropLe Wno Ovent To B Harpy--The
people of Florida, with their plentilul supplies
of game and fish, their flowers blooming in
the open air in Janoary, and with a State debt
of less than a million of dollars.

Mg. Jupn's Jury Bivy is o just and proper
measure and ought to ‘““take effect immediate~
ly." Why, then, the amendment posiponing
ita operation for six months? We should like
to koow,

“ALt QUIRT 0N THR Pmon_(;.” and lke-
wise in and around our City Hedl, With two
Mayors ou haad how could it be otherwise ?

Cougreas Yesterduy—A Free Debate in
the Houwse—The Tarifl, Clvil Service
and Amerioas Rhipbuildisg.

The House of Representatives has oertainly
& most remarkable talent for geiting up ex-
tempore discussions on every variety of sub-
ject aud on the least pertinent text. It
manifested (bat talent yesterday in a con-
spicuous degree: firat, apropos of a bill appro-
priating ten thousand dollars for the support
of surf men on the life saving stations of New
Jersey, The irrepressible funny wan of the
democracy, Mr. Cox, managed to get up a
comedieita between himself and the solemn
Dawes, of Massachusetts, the burden of which
was that the republican party was gelting
credit befora the country for all the popular
and humane measures, if any such there be, that
pass the House, while the democratic party,
which really deserves all the credit, gels none
of it. Oune of the measures specially
roferred to was the General Amnesty bill
passed by the House on Monday last, Mr,
Cox clalming that that was a democratic
measure, and reminding Mr, Dawes of the
compliment which he (Mr. Cox) had paid to
Mr. Dawes’ proposition for an unconditional
and universal amnesty In cbaracierizing it as
u Ohristisn measure, To this Dawes replied,
with equal truth and wit, that ihat very
endorsement from sach a source had caused
the rejection of the bill.

After the curtain fell on this scene another

heavier act came upon the stage, The pro-

logue to it was a bill fixing the salary of the

Consul at Tien-tgin, China. With this as a

text, remotely connected with the subject, &

debate sprung up and occupied most of the
day, embracing the questions of tariff, ship-
building, civil service reform and the shame-
fully inadequate compensation of United States
conguls in foreign countries. Mr. Brooks, of
New York, having but recently returned from
his Oriental trip, and being thus speclally
posted on the subject of the Tien-tsin Consu-
late, assumed the' leading rile, and, starting
off with a lament over the disappearance
of American built ships in Chinese
waters, gradually and naturally branched off
into the causes of the decay of American com-

merce and shipbuilding, which decay he im-

puted, as a matter of course, to the influence

of a high protective tariff. Mr. Kelley, of

Pennsylvania, could not sit silent and hear

anything said against the holiness of high

taxation, and accordingly he joined in and
attempted to refute Brooks. Then Mr. Shella-
barger, of Ohio, who bas recently been Minis-
ter to Portogal, and may be supposed to be
cognizant of the miseries which ill-paid Ameri-
can officials endure abroad, drew a most dole-
ful pleture of consuls and their wives and
children starving in third and fourth rate
garrets in European cities. This drew out

Mr. Dawes, who, in his capacity of Chancellor

of the Exchequer, or Chairman of the

Committee of Ways and Means, must

establish a character for economy, and who

saw in Mr, Shellabarger's pitiful appeal to the
charitable an indirect assault upon the Treas-
ury. According to him the great evil of our
civil service lay, not in the inadequacy of com-
pensation, but in the want of discrimination
on the part of the appointing power. He
thought that if the Executive would only
establish the rule of refusing offices to all who
brought recommendations from members of

Congresa [t would go far to cure the evil.

In illustration of his position, that large com-

pensation did not secure good and faithful

gervices, he instanced the case of a travelling
agent who was sent out to China and

Japan to inspect consulates, and whose

claim for mileage entitled bim to the

appellation of the ‘‘Great American Travel-
ler," and yet whose report to the Department
was not deemed worthy of being published.

Mr. Butler wonnd up the play by replying to

his colleague's comments on civil service re-

form, and claimed that he and every other

Representative knew more about the men in

their respective districts who would make

good officials than any board of broken-down
schoolmasters could pretend to know.

The one thing proper and right which the
House did yesterday was the passage of a
bill allowing all contributions from abroad for
the relief of the sufferers by the Chicago

fire to be entered free of duty, and
allowing a drawback of duties on all
materials used in the repair or erec-

tion of buildings on the ground burned
over, Strange to say, the latter provision,
which will resnlt in the exclusive use of
forelgn glass and such other materials as are
cheaper without duty than the domestic arti-
cles, met no oppoaition on the part of the high
protectionists, A somewhat similar propo-
sition was also before the Senate yesterday,
and was supported in o speech by Mr, Logan;
but the bill went over without final action.
The same fate befel a bill for the remission of
taxes on dividends, interest and undivided
profits, heretofore collected or assessed from
corporations, except such taxes as were levied
during the first seven months of 1870,

The House bill to repeal the duty on salt
and coal was reported in the Senate from the
Finance Committee, and after an ineffectual
effort on the part of Mr. Trumbull to keep it
before the body for action it was recommitted,
The only other matter of interest In the Senate
was the introduction of a bill authorizing a
gemi-monthly mail between San Francisco and
China, instead of the monthly one now pro-
vided for. The same proposition, however,
has been before both houses for the last two
or three sessions without favorable action.

Tuk Leear Tesper DrgisioN.—The opinion
of the Supreme Court of the United States,
delivered by Mr. Justice Strong on Mon-
day last and published in yesterday's HEraLD,
on the Legal Tender act, is very clear and satis-
factory touching the powers of Congress upon
the money question; and the decision that the
paper money of the Uniled States is a legal
tender in payment of debts contracted aince
the war and before the war, which necessitated
the passage of the act, is a good decision for
the government and the country, It keeps
everything in order in our financial system,
and enables usall to go steadily on without
fear of any general fAnancial derangements,
Itis a good thing that Chief Justice Chase
upon this subject has been overruled.

Tag “‘Onro Law" takes the place of the
famous “‘Maine Law” la the temperance
nomenclature in the West, It is the *‘Punish-
the-man-who-makes-the-man-druok"” law.

Tie Intoruational Telegraph Conmference at
Rowe—Achiovements and Progress of Med-
gra Sclence.

The despatch which we published yesterday
from Rome shows that the couvention adopted
by the International Telegraph Congress has
been signed and the delegates bad left. There
was, however, a grand display in the city in
honor of the Congreas before the departure of
the members. The Colisenum was illuminated,
and presented a magnificent spectacle. Ata
given signal the whole of the majestic ruins
were instantly flooded with light. This was
produced, undoubtedly, by the electric spark,
and was, therefore, particularly appropriate to
the occasion. The beautiful experiment was
repeated, simultaneously with the firing of
rockets, producing different colors in the gal-
leries, much to the delight and astonishment
of the assembled crowd. This waa the crown-
ing act of a most interesting event. The in-
cidents previously reported to us by telegraph
from Rome were also eminently interesting
and suggestive.

The Conference concluded ita deliberations
at the expiration of the dying year, and on the
advent of the new-born year of 1872 the
members were entertained by Mr. Cyrus W.
Field at a magnificent commemorative ban-
quet. It was announced that the Conference
would reassemble at St, Petersburg in the
year 1875. On the following evening the
Italian Minister of Foreign Affairs also gave a
dinner to the delegates to the Conference.
The gentlemen who were present at the com-
memorative banquet, we are told in our
special telegram, represented twenty-one
countries, six hundred millions of people and
twenty-six different languages, while the finan-
cial Interests of private telegraph companies
represented by the delegates amounted, in
francs, to three hundred millions, There is
an immense amount of meaning in that single
sentence. It puggests a theme which will
open up at once to the reader’s mind the history
of the whole human race—the rise and fall of
empires, the systems of civilization that have
existed at different times In various nation-
alities, and, in contrast with them, the won-
derful achievements of modern progress; and
at the same time it will inspire the imagina-
tion with the amazing possibilities which the
future trinmpha of Christian civilization will
attaln with the universal communion of the
peoples,

An interesting item In the cable telegram was
the fact that the Conference met in Rome, It
is a curious coincidence that such an assem-
blage, representing the progressive spirit of
the nineteenth century, should have convened
in a city which so many centuries ago was
mistress of the world. Gazing at the roins
of the temples of antiquity and the crumbling
monuments of long departed ages that sur-
round them, the members of the Conference
could not fail to be impressed with the sig-
nificance of the facts that all the ages of des-
potism, such as had characterized the reign
of infamous Emperors like Caligula and Nero,
had forever passed away, and that in the re-
deemed capital of a new and united Italy they
were enabled to confer together for the
further amelioration and bappiness of bu-
manity. Very early in the Christian era, when
the Roman empire was at the zenith of its
glory, It included all Italy, Spain, Gaul,
Britain, Dalmatis, Macedonia and Greece,
Asia, Syria, Phenica and Palestine, Egypt,
Africa and the ghores and islanda of the
Mediterranean, and all its incorporated coun-
tries and provinces, gained by conquest and
controlled by force, contained an estimated
population of one hundred and twenty mil-
lions of inhabitants, HKome was then mistress
of the world. But now the world is changed.
Twenty-one different countries, six hundred
millions of people and twenty-six separate lan-
guages, we repeat, were represented at the
Conference which assembled the other day in
the centre of government of the ancient world.
The fact that we were enabled to chronicle the
event a few bours after the guests sat down in
the banquet hall is one of the marvels of mod-

ern science.
The improvements and discoveries in the

arts and sciences that have been made in
modern times, especially those that have been
made in recent years, have contributed to
work the wonderful changes that have been
wrought. Facilities for rapld transit by steam
on sea and land, instantaneous eommunication
between far distant points by telegraph, and
the general diffusion of information by means
of the printing press, have been the moset
powerful agents employed in 8o quickly chang-
ing and improving the condition of the civilized
world. New lines of steamships, railroads
and telegraphs are constantly being estab-
lished, and these important agencies are still
destined to penetrate regions not yet fully open-
ed up to modern enterprise. The principal ob-
ject of the Conference in Rome was to point
out the necessity and adopt measures for se-
curing the speedy onion of interests in behalf
of the cause of complete international tele-
graphic communication. It was apparent to
the delegates, as it is to us, that this desirable
result will be facilitated by the support of the
governments represented by the delegates to
the Conference, In order to this end a step
in the right direction is indicated in the news
we have from London, that already the idea has
been started of transferring the property of
the Atlantic cable companies to the joint con-
trol of the governments of Great Britain and
the United States, and that the proposition is
favorably received. The management of the
telegraph lines in Great Britain by the govern-
ment, instead of by private companies, has pro-
duced the most favorable results in reducing
the telegraph tolls and facilitating quick com-
munication. The same results will follow here
when our government assumes control of all
the telegraph lines in the United States.

We look forward with pleasure to the period
when there will be complete tele-
graphic communication between all the
nations of the earth, The electric wire
is the bond that will at no distant day, we
trust, bind the whole buman race in the
blessed bonds of universal brotherhood. Elec-
tricity, assisted by the printing press and
aided by steam communication, is the sub-
tle agency that will contribute most to
make all maokind feel that they are
members of one common family. When
the oity of Chicago was destroyed by
fire it flashed over every section of the
United States and to distsat countries the
news of the ssd calamity; sod In toro it

cbeered the hearts and inspired the hopes of
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the destitute inhabitants by the messages of
sympathy and of coming assistance it con-
veyed from all quarters of the civilized world.
And while these messages were passing om
the wires railroad trains were rushing on with
accelerated speed bearing the promised aid to
the suffering and starving thousands assembled
in the suburbs of the stricken city. Soonm
steamships were crossing the Atlantic bring-
ing the contributions of the benevolent in
Europe, This is an illustration of but one of
the ways in which these important agencies
aro the allies of Christianity., Means for the
diffusion of general information and of rapid
traosit are distinguishing features of the pro-
gress of the nineteenth century, and in their
perfection and universal application they will
be the miniaters of happiness to future gene-
rations.

The Erie Railrond In the State Legislas
ture—=Is There n Prospect of Reform?
There appears to be a desire on the part of

some of our representatives at Albany to at-

tempt a reform in one shape or another in the
management of the Erie Railroad, although it
is very doubtful, from the general complexion
of the Legislature, and especially from the
character of Mr, Woodin's packed Railroad

Committee in the Senate, whether any legis-

lation adverse to the interests of the present

direction can be effected this gession, Immedi-
ately on the organization of the two houses

Mr. O'Brien introduced a bill in the Senate to

repeal the law known as the Erie Classifica-

tion act, which waa notorlously bought through
the last Legislature; and now Mr. Strahan, of
the Assembly, proposes to give to the Super-
visors of the several counties throngh which
the road passes the power to select the persons
who shall alone be eligible as directors. Other
measures will no doubt make their appearance
on the scene In due season, as the object of
the existing Erle Railroad “Ring” will be to

80 befog and mystify the Legislature and the

people that the real issue involved may be

lost sight of in the mulliplicity of conflicting
propogitions,

Mr. Strahan's bill ia regarded by some as
belonging to this category, while others insist
that it is a genuine measure of reform. Al
though, like the Classification act, of which it
is an amendment, it is applicable to the Cen-
tral, Hudson River and Harlem roads, as
well as to the Erie, it may be considered with
reference to the latter corporation alone. The
Gould, Fisk, Tweed and Lane lobby combina-
tion made the Classification law general as &
matter of policy; yet it is well known that no
road except the Erie has acted under its pro-
visions. Mr. Strahan's bill in its present shape
seams at least of questionable practicability.
Each county on the line of the road is
empowered, through its Supervisors, to name
one person only as eligible for the office of
director, and from the list thus nominated the
Board of Direction is to be chosen at the
stockholders’ annual election. But no candi-
date I8 to be selected by the Bupervisors un-
less he be a resident of the county for which
he is named and a bona fide stockholder in the
road to the amount of ot least ten thousand
dollars of the stock at par value. Probably in
three-fifths of the counties through which the
road passes no resident taxpayer thus qualified
could be found, and the main apparent object
of the bill—the representation of the counties
on the line of the road on the Board of Direc-
tion—would thus be a mere sham. The prin-
cipal objection to the measure, however, lies
in the fact that it seeks to tinker up and save a
law unjust in its provisions and secured by
wholesale and scarcely disguised bribery and
corruption. It does not repeal the Classifica-
tion act; and, should it become a law, 1t would
leave to the present Erie managers the full
term of power assured to them by a debauched
Legislature. It is on this mccount that Mr.
Strahan’s bill is looked upon with suspicion,
aod that its seemingly fair provisions for a
representation of the counties and for com-
pelling the transfer of stock to bona fide
owners are regarded only as the tempting bait
that conceals the deadly hook. The honest
reformers at the State Capitol have learned to
fear the Greeks and the gifts they bear.

The proper thing for the reform Legislature
to do is to pass at once Senator O'Brien's
plain, straightforward bill, and to repeal the
rascally Classification act altogether; to blot
out from the statute book of the State a law
conceived in fraud and brought forth in cor-
ruption. The people demand this action at the
hands of & Senate and Assembly elected
in the service of reform. It cannot
be evaded without direct treachery to the
principles vindicated at the ballot box last
November; and Senator O'Brien has proved
his fidelity to the cause in which he then
fought so prominently and so well in promptly
inaugurating a measure of justice against the
most unscrupulous combination that ever de-
bauched o State Legislatore and plotied
against the rights and interests of the people.
Nothing less thaun a repeal of the Classifloation
act will =atisfy the popular sentiment,
and this fact is well known to Senator
O'Brien, who is of the people and with
the people, and understands their wishes better
than all the Committees of Seventy and bighly
respectable antiquarian reformers that could
be congregated in a month, The young
leader has a hard task before him, but he is
of a nature that does not shrink from labor or
quail before difficulties. The new policy of
the pald lobbyists of the Erie “Ring" ia
ghrewdly conceived, but it must not be
allowed to mislead any disinterested Repre-
sontative. They now pretend to condemn the
appliances by which the Classification act was
originally secured and the special object for
which it was designed. It should not have
been passed, they say, by corruption, or for
the purpose of retaining power I the hands of
Gould, Fisk, Tweed and Lane; but now Fisk
fs dend, the *‘Ring” is broken, the special
object of the law is at an end, and,
as a general principle, the act is =
good one and should not be repealed.
They seek to maintain thia plea by the argu-
ment that if competent and honest railroad
managers are on & board of directors it is in
the interest of the atockholders and the public
to keep them there, and they urge tbat the
Classification act, by only changing a small
proportion of the directors at each stock-
holders' annual election, insures the pres-
ence in the board of & majority
of experiencad men. Plausible as this
arrangomont may at first sight secm, it is

the very essence of sophistry, If good




