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and 1848,
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1829, 1846, 1849 and 1833,

THE REJECTED CHARTER OF 1846

Complete Municipal History of
the Empire City.

The new charter, which common oconssnt has
Rimost unamimounsly declded 18 a necessity for the
Empwe City, will form the fifteenth (not count-

euppiemental enactments) granted to It since
was first permitted to enjoy munielpal
vileges, just 220 years ago, it belng at tuat time

e city of New Amsterdam and unaer the jurisdie-
Rion of she States General of Holland, In the dis-
rcussion which must now naturally take place over
Rbe framing of the new charter 1t 15 not only inter-
Bating but instructive to review the varlons Duauch,
Enghsh and American charters under which we
have thus far been governed, in order that we midy
Beloct the@ood that can be found In them and dis.

rd the reguintions that have been proved objed-
Emame.mr.nn: we may beneflt in the folure by

e experionces of the past. Beyond this the his-
ory of our municipal governmaont 13 of Interest, in-

uch as it shows how, as the population has In-
vreased from consiuerably less than one thounsand
Btall and simple-minded souls to one thousand
Elmes that pumber of heterogeneous characters, the
provisions of the cnarters have had to be expandeg
B0 a8 [0 meet the requirements of the inereasing
population and the exwending area required for
Bhelr dwellings and places of business.
i The Strugele tor Municipal Rights.

The chiarters under which tne island of Manhat-
tan as a European settlement was frst governed
avere one granted to the Duatch West India Company
In 1621 (twelve years alter Hadson's discovery), and
Ihe «Charier of FPrivileges and Exemptions,”
granted to the colonists 1 1620, These, however,
Io no degree savored of muuicipal or self-govern-
ment, and it was not unul tone colony exmbited .
Elgns of prosperity and the European popuiation
began to lncreass that the colcmsts expressed a de-

compelled agam %0 summon the people 19 council
in Fort Amsierdam, whea they woere asked *“to
elect flve or siX perdona from among thomse!ves'
to conslder certain propoaiitona be would make to
them. The people met, bul, netiled at the treat-
ment of the twelve men in the previous year, they
AQetermined to leave the responsiblity to the DI-
rector, sunject to thelr approval; but their scruples
being overcome, they eventually (Seplember 13)
elected  “Hight Men" to cenfer with the
Director. The firat act of this second board
of popular representatives was 1o purge their body
of one of its members who had been gulity of an
objpctionable act, and select & substitule, after
Which they agreed to _supply men and means, as
far as they were able, to prosecute the war against
the River Indians, at the same (ime preserving
peace with the Long lslanda tribes, wao were to be
encouraged to Lring In “gome heads of the murder-
ers;" they also ordalned that *all taverning and
all other frregularities’ shoutd ba forbidden, and
prescribed o week's preacning instead; but the
order was not carried into execution. The perll to
the colonists was 8o great that the eight men took
uvon themselves to petition both the Dutoh Wess
Indinn Company In the Netherlands and the States
General—*the Fathersa of IFatherland'—to send
them aid. 'This was the first time that the colonists
BpoRe directly to the home government, with which
slep seversd Directors, under existing cireum-
slances, did not thiuk it wise to interfere. Tnough
1t had been at Nirst decided that they should mees
weekly, Kieft onty ealied these eight men wogether,
and sought their ald when he was in difMoulties,
consequently the West India Company, being nank-
rupt, and hostiliiles continuing, we find him on
“una 1% Lo the nexo year convening them for the
first time 1o more than gix hs, aud proposi
0 them 10 ramise a revenoe by an exclse
duty on wine, beer, brandy and beavers, to
Which they objected, on the groonnd that toe levy-
iug of taxes was a soverelgn rignt which ne, merely
an oificial, had no suthorily to assume, For this
opinion he sharply reprimanded the repressatanves
of the people, and three days later lssped a procla-
mat.on lmposing the duatles, falsely stating that it
waa done “by the advice of Lhe eight men.,” This
resulted in the brewera refusing to pay the exolse
and party spirit dividing, and from this time for-
waril existing 1o the Commonalty—the eight men
representing  the democratic senliment of the
majority of the people, while the parasites of ar-
bitrary powers took part with the Director General,
Affer this Kleft exnlblted snsh culpable inactiviey
in delending the colonists againat the attacks of the
Bavages that the eght men determined boldly to
demand his recall and to insist upon the invrdduc-
tion into New Netherlands of the

MUSICIPAL SYSTEM OF TOE FATHERLAND,
and they memorialized the West India Company to
that eifect. This lod, after aue consideration, to Lhe
recall of Kleft and to Peter Stuyvesant belng
appointed Director General of the Netherlands and
“iredreaser general” of all apuses, But it was not

until May, 1647, that Peter arrived in the colony,
when  hls  coming was  “hke o peacock’s,
with great stae and pomp,” In the Inquiry
which pow ook place nto e  disseusions
whici haa disturbed the peace of the colouy, Kieft
Li¢iluyg rormally complained ol by Melyn sod kuyter,
two ol the elght men, sccosed thsm Wilh naving
baen lnstramental 1a cousing the war with the In-
diwns, with rebelhon and with being the nutaors of
the wemorial demasnding s recall, which ho de-
clared to be “calumnious and scandalous”  Stuy-
vesunt “enhose the sude of Kielt,” and, after s trlal
ol thé prejidged case, hoth were found gaidty, wien
Bruyvesant wished slelya to be put to deatn aod s
properiy coufl=cated, and Kuyler to be subject o 2u
Saritrary correcuon’ ano o fne; bul the majority
ol the Councll—whieh wis now iocreased lu num-
bers—modiied this severe puntsamenl, snd sen.

tenceda abe tormer to seven and the latter to thres
years' bumsiunent, with tdaes, ‘Tney wera sent to
the Fatheriand, ke eruntnals,™ o the siip which
Wwus to hive carried Kisit there, bub she was ouavi-

guted by pustake into the Lritish chaunel und was
wrecked on the const of Wales, when, as If 1t were
& dispepsation ol retrlbutive justiee, Kieli was
drowned and Dis two vietlas were saved, and re-
tarned from the Fatbheriand, wher2 Bheir sentences
ware aunulled, Lo Amswerdiam, wnere Kuyter aiters

wards became scoepen amd schout., and was mur-
dered by the lndas shorily after WS gppoutuent
to uie latter ofce,

THE “'NINE CHOSEN MEN."
Stuyvesant had searcely sectied down beiore he
promulgaied police regulations for the government

pire to enjoy clvic rights like those which they had
Experienced in the Fatherland, The first occasion
pon woich the people ol the colony of New Neth-
lands were consulled with regurd to pudlic affulrs |
pras in August, 1641, An Indian sachem having re-
Tused to deliver up oue of s tribe who bad mur-
,l'.leredannrmm:m Dutehman in retaliation for the
death of a relative at lbe hands of the  whites
many years, before, when the murderer was
B small bay, Director Genersl FKieft desired
ko cominence, hostilities agalust the tribe, but
a3 deterred by the objections of the ¢oloniajs, who
rew upon bl the entire raspousibillly of the pro-
posed conflict. In consequence of this Kieft relue-
tiy sought the counsel of the commumty, and
moned the masters and heads of familles ac
Mannattan and its viclnity to moet at Fort Amster-
bgm, Yo resolve Lhere on something of thedirst ne-

pessity.” And thus, on August 20, 1641, was held
Rue
FIRST REGULAR MEETING FKVER HELD IN NEW

AMSTERDAM,

The assembly prompily chose “Twelve Select
Men' o constder certain propositions submitted by
Ene Direcior, and who thus became the frst repre-
Bomatives of the people of our city. By their advice

e war was posiponed untll the hunting season;

A upon thelr being convoked agaln, on January
B1, 1642, they then asssuted Lo the proposed expedi-
}on against the Indlan tribe who screened the mur-
Perer. But being mow convoked ina quasl corpo-
rate capacity these representatives of the people |

ero unwiiling that thelr setlon should be limited

the registry of a proposed decree of the dictado-
Fial Director. Thoey began to evince the spirit of
Frecaom which they had imbibed in thelr native
Mud, and now were lntent upon taking the initiative”
Iu popular reform. They demanded that the people
hould have representatives in e Colonisl Counetl,
hicn was, intefect, Lhg Iirector alone, as he haua
Ewo votes, while the only nominal Couneillor « had
put oue, arraing that, 10 the Fatheriand,  the Coun-
©ll of even s Bmall ¥ilnge haa five or seven popular
Fepresentiutives. Tney propoied Jiat the meambers
of the Council shoull be inereaset to at least five,
of whmea fonrshoulil be elected from the commons
alty; two aof these four Counclilors to be annoally
peplaced by Lwo oLhers enoseiL lrom the twelve men

ol tne thwn, aud 195ued  proclamations with o zeal
An0 rapidity that prouised L work 4 ‘“‘thorough re-
formation"” He loundsthe llnances in & very low
condivon, while Forlt Amsterdum sadly needsd re-
pars and sesmed totally loadeguate (o repel a
hosule atlack of lndlans, Wich was antcipaned,
For cignty years past the lFutheriand had malo-
tained toe prioeiple of “laxation only by consent,' As
AssIStance wis laperative, and 1t was thought best to
let prorug;;l.l\rdivlel-l Lo popular rignia, the Direclor,
by Lueadvice of his Couacl, ordered an lection
pe nela at wolelf the mbabltauls of Manhattan,
Breuvkelen, Amersiort and Pavonia were to cliovse
elgnlecn of the *mest netable, reasonaole, hohest
and respectable’’ persons [rom AmMong theinseives,
1rom whiom, *'4s 18 customary la the Fatheriand, "
the Inrecior and Conacll were to aciect nine men Lo
advise and assi,-when called upon, *‘as In thewr
tribunes,” on all moatlers pertaluing w the welfara
of the provinee at large. Tuls election baving been
beld, the Councll of September 25, 1047, 1ssued a
proclamation.whicn may be regarded as
A CHARTER OF POPULAR RIGHTS,
and which dectared that nolling was more desirable
than fhat New Netheriands, and * principaly New
Amsterdam, our caplial and residence, migut con-
tinue ands increase, ln good order, justice, police,
pulmlnl.tun. prosperity aad neuatral harmooy,'’ &c.
T'he powers ana dutles of these nine men, which
were lhereln defined, were lmited snd guarded,
Yel these men were to form an mnporsant elemeut
1n e provinclal adnunistravion, and thus popular
rignis gawned largely wien compared with the Lu-
tluence that pad been possesscd by the twelve men,
or the ¢lght men whom the new Board supersefed.
uf the cightecn men clected by whe Cowmonalty,
taree were sclected by tne Counell from the mer-
chanis, toree frum (he cltigens, ana three frow Lhe
tarmerd,  One of thelr dutied bemng the “preserva-
twn of the pure Keformed rehgion,” they were not
1o “dsslsl at auy privite couvenlicles or meetings;”
and they were to meet only when convened *“in &
legnumate maonoer,” when, aller consulilng to-
gether upon the propositions of the Direcior and
Geders! Couneld, they mughi then “bring lorward
their advice.” The Director, as one of ine Counell,
wignt, ut any e, attend and preside over the
westings,  oree of the niue men, to rotation, were
Lo have seals o the Council once in each
week, *fon the uosusl vourt day,’” to woom,
a8 urbitrators, civil  cases must be relerved;
but au appeal  from  tosr awsrd mught be
male to the Uolonial Councll, on payment of one
pound Fleunsh. The “ouuibers ol nine clivsen men'”
wis o continue untl lawiully repealed, vut six
were to leave tielr seals apuaally, aud twelve lrom
among the “most notable cilizens’' to be again
numinawed, and, with the niue ussembled, commu-
nicated to the Council, without the latter “baing
required to cali in ruure viie wiole Commonuley
togetber,” So 1o the first eleclion aloae wWas the
volce of what Stuyvesant called
TUE “WAVERING MULTITUDE,"
allowed to be expressed, for the nine men were to

Beleoted by the pecple.  They further demanded
ghat judicial progeedings shoald only take place be. |
fore a full Board, and sagygested Lhe orgaulzation of |
B militla furce.
CONCESSIONS PROMISED.
Kleft saw that It would be tmprdent w refuse
Any couceisionstlo the popular delegatos; he, there-

Jore, Informed them that he had already written to |

Holland, whenee  Le
persons  of  quality?

Ehorily expected ‘some
find *“a cowmplete Coan-
©ily”  bur the communaty might now gchoosc
ms  “‘to heip In mslntaining  justice for
em,"” two to be changed nnnually as suggested;
And that they shonld be ecalied nto couneil “*when
peed regquired” and certaln thnes i the ygar shomd
flso be appolnted for them to assemble togeiier
“ypon public amalrs,” and advise upon specifie
propositions—"-thius far their sathority snould ex.
tend." He, however, stalod Thatl he wasd md aware
fhat the twelve men had receive] from the Common.
aliy any further powers than that which related to
the case of the Indian murlerer.
THE “TWELTE SELECT MEN' DISIOLVED.

But Kieft ald not desire popuiar reforms. e had
obtained from the representativesof the people all
tuat he wanted—tbheir assent to the lostilities which
he longed W commence against the hdians—and In
return pe gave a relucrant pronuse for a limited pop-
mlar representation, which he evidenuy never n-
dended to fultll, He found thai the twelve men ln
tlieir corporate capacily were becotning embarrass.
lug 1o tilm, aud he determined Lo save Liasell from

any further trouble at their Laods. He there. |
Tore lssued a  proclamation  on  Febroary
18, 1642 1 which he thaoked  them

for thelr advice in respeci to the proposed war,
wilch would bLe adopted “with God's belp and
fhuting time;” and dssolved their bidy, and forbade
the calling of any assembiics or meetings of the
Peopie, on palu of corporeal punistment, without
Bn express order of toe Director Genersl, as they
*lend w dengerous consequences, and to the great
Rujury of the country and of our authority.” And
Ehus wus suppressed the first attempt at popular
government 1o whatis now the Empire Oitv of the
&estern World,
THE “EWGNT MEx"

Io the following year, 1643, the Indians having at-
JSacked the Dutch trading boats in the North River,
't the alarming crisie whieh ensaed  Kioft was

| Iroviling monsy for the repalrs o

seleck their own Bucoessors, In the frst change
seven of the old Board were retuined and oply two
members admitted. The nioe men soon expressed
tierr willingness that taxes should be levied for the
compietion of the enarch, the resrganization ot Lhe
public school, and precautlonary measures Laken
tur the prevention of fires; LUL LLEY sToully resisted
the fort, winch
| the company wias bound LY Its ebarier to sustain
out of ihe reveoue it collecied, Early in 1649
| @ couflice occurred between Stuyvesant and the
{ e pen relative to the latter seading o delegate
o Mollund 1o sue for a redress of grievances, ‘I'ne
Director forvade the valliug of & publie meeting,
aud then, In retallation for o louse to house can-
Vass Ly the popuiar represencatives, seized toewr
papers nmd lwmprisoued Van der Donck, ooe of the
new menibers of the pine men, and the most ener-
getc of thetn  These arbitrary measures dewers
muned the popular triouues 10 prosecute their
endeavors to obtain a re 4 0l their grievances.
They, (herefore, Proparcd a *rononstrsie:” REsIUSE
the policy aml proceedings ol tus West Indis Coms
| Pany and m wemonal'’ o Lueie cnlgh wighte
| nesses, ' the Siules Gonera!, praying tnat ey
would [ake the province “under telt own gracious
| Saleguard,” oud that they would estabilsi o
HUITANLE BURGHER GUVERNMENT
that should some whai resenble L laud.ble gov-
erninent of our Futherkaud.? Tae memorte: w80
Suggested that free trade, colonind eommercs and
e encouragemenr of the fshereds wouly (S
tribute matorsally to the prosperity of the Prov.
Il_ll:t.'. abd Lhat tie Donuoaries shiould be ueilned
Tiiese docoments were sigued on Juiy 24, “in the
Dae and vt el oF e Commonsity of Nuw
Netheriands, ' by al the menbers of Lug cxisting
and jormer honrds of nioe men; and in the foliow.
g month three ol Lhe signers (Van der Doaek,
Couwenhoven and Bout) ebarked with them for
Hulismd, o (ay thein betore the government of the
Faieriand; bub toe LWer owo suoitly alter pe.
turned, leaviog Van der Donck to prosecute (e
cause of tie Communalyy with the goverumenl,

The Dunteh Charters of New Amsterdum.

The States General submitted the mewarial apd
remchsirance Lo a comutiee, which, i the iolows
ing April, reporied 4 remedy™ or provistunud
order, in whica 1t was advised tnat a burghers
government, consisting of @ schous, wwo burgo-
masters and five schovens, snould be established i
the ety of New Amsterdam;'” bul that, In the
meantime, the nine men should contlnde thres
yoars longer, and shouid bave Hmbed Juiticial
powers lu  Small causes “between man  and
man' The proposea chanees  were  op-
posed by the West India company, and o
the delay which ocourred the nie mea sgwa
appealed to the Siates General for redress on Sep-

tember 13, 1660, and on the 220 of the followine

December, when they complained ¢nat Stuyvesant
refused to select (ron tneir nominations to Al the
vacangies about to occur in thelr Board, which was
thus threatened with dissolution. Tne Director
Geuersl, too, continued his acbitrary efforts to re-
preas the growing spirit of freedom, and scted lm-
periously to the popular representatives and to the
Vice Director and others who took thelr part.
After resung dormant for two years, the “Provi-
sional Order' was revived by the Btates Geueral
in 1062, when it was stlll oppoasd by the Amster-
dam Chamuer of the Weat India Oam;auv. who ex-
femwll the hope thut the complaint of “the pre-

nded and disaffecied delegates of o tew evh-dis-
posed persons 1 New Netueriands” would have
been disregarded a8 groundiess, The otber Cham-
bers of the Company, however, belng of a contrary
opinion, the Ams:erdam Chamber found It neces-
BATY L0 MAKE cOnoessions to the colomsia. Conse-

uently on April 4, 1664, the Directors ol the West

dis Vompany gran 8 “burgner governmoenl"
}:rmu‘:;mamnl to tne Diréctor General, wiich
THE FIRST MUNICIPAL OHARTER OF NEW AMSTER-

UAM—1652,

By this the ciuizens were to be allowed to choose
A schoul {IIJGH‘II‘]. two hur;lnsmdmrs (mayors), and
nve H:h!j‘lﬂlli{ dermenj, “as mach &5 poasibie ac-
cording o the custom' of the metropols of he
Futheriand, Those omicers wers to torm & municl-
pal court ol justioe, sunject Lo tho right of appeal to
the Buprems Uourt of the provinee; and in toelr
eleclion every atten.don was to be pnfd to *“honest
und redpectabie individuals.' who, It was noped,
could be Jound wmoug Lue burghers, as well as,
sald the Directors of tne Company, to the cholce of
persons ol thewr own oation, wbo It was judged
would give the moat sauis:action,  Yet this conces-
slon of 4 muuieipsl lorm of government was made
by tn@ Cumpany with the very worst grace; It was
stated to b made lo order to appesss “some resi-
less apirits,” whose “unpertinences” bad already
been an aonovauce. The Company at tine
also dissnaded the Siates Goneral from reealiin,
Stuyvesant, wiom they had vrdered to repair
Holinnd and there give an account of his admin-
Istratlon. Along with tne charter were given
iustructions L the ~chous, which comprised four-
teen articles, He was by them constituted “'Director
General sud Councu's Guardian of the Law in the
distriet of the city of New Amsterdam;" wad to
convoke and preside at the meetings of the city
goverament; was to present aill offenders, and to
enfores all Judgmoents of the olty government. He
W4 Bl80 Lo report annuslly the ptoceeillnp of the
Clty Fathors o tie irector Geperal and Councl of
the provines. sSuch was lhe

ORIGIN OF MUNICIPAL INSTITUTIONS

in the Empire City. 1t wil be noticed that they
owed thelr exisience to e perseverance of Lue
people and the pasriotie d is oI their repr -
auves, ‘Tne preceding boards of “Twelve Men,"
“Eight Men” and “Nine Men,'' were orgaaized to
advise the provinelal government, and thus were
Bearcely muowipal oMeers. Still, as their duties
referred more especially to the wallare ol the town,
and &8s thoy were mainly Instramental in ovtalning
o “burgher government” lor the ibhenceforward
“olty," tne history of the rige of local sel govern-
ment o our city is only to be found iu the record of
tneir proceediogs. The population of the new cu[
Waa it this thne between seven and elgni hund
Four yeuars lnter, tn 1454, o consus was taken, when
there were then found to be wu the  ¢ity 120 houses
and 1,000 innabitants,

ORGANIZATION OF THE NEW GOVERNMENT.

Alter this protracted struggle of mt‘ll_r years' du-
ration the clizens belleved toat they had at last b
tained munteipal privileges; yet they were stil
dented the power ol selecting thetr own local rulers,
witle the latter were resiricted 1o thelr guthority,
The instroctions plainly isid down thal the oiflcers
Bhould be “elected,” and should ¢onstitute o Vourt
Hke that winton existed (o the city whence 1t derived
118 nuing,  stuyvesgot, howeyer, retgned their a
poluiineut 1o his own hands, and gave them early
10 undoersinnd that thewr existeace ald wot Lo any
way duninish s own power and authority to
“uake ordinances or publish particular interdiota®
for the siew cily. In socordonce wilh these views
he 1ssued o proclamuation, on Febraary 2, 1664, the
feast of Caodiewmas, in woielh he appointed the fol-
loWwing as the .

FIRST MUNICIFAL GUVERNMENT OF NEW AMSTERDAM:
slmu'wuum&-r‘s—amnc Vaa Hatrea, Martun Kry-
ar,

Schepeng—Paulna  Leendertsen Van aer Grist,
Maxbmthan Veu Gheel, Allara Autnony, Wilem
beekmau, Pleter Wollertsen Van Couwedhoven,

The city, Lowever, wias no. allowed s scaout of
its own Ll 1660, the Company's schout-tiscal belng
cominisioned to aet a8 tue city's sherut. A simiar
lafracciou of the ety privileges was also comuitted
on the wopolutment o seeretary, for Jucob Kip wus
Dominated by SLayvesan at o salacy of 230 guilders
($100), instead of the clerk bewng un?olmau by the
oLy government, as tn the Fatherland, Toe Board
shortly aiter organtzad, and alterwards mel every
alternale Monday mocntug, 46 nime o'clock, i the
bulding erecied by the government i 1642, nitherto
known as the Clty Tavern, out nencsforward 1o be
called the Suudt Hoys, or City  Hall, Stayvesans
olten adtended i(he meetiogs. wnich wers always
preceded by whe ringiong of a bell aod opened with

prayers, and 1o wileh there was always a
recess of so  hour at noon. If the business
was then unfippsped. In tne  transaction of

public business Lhe burgomasiers and schepens ak
firat st together and performed the same duties,
They coustituted a Coart ol Session, in wolen they
tried bota civil aud criminal cises, and hod the
power of compelling reiraciory guardians and
parents who, without cause, objected to the mar-
riage ol thew clutdren, to withdraw thelr op posl-
tois They aldo granted passporta Lo persons re-

ulring the same. ‘Toe proceedings before tlus

JOUrt were in writing, witnesses being examined
on nterrogatories, Tne fofant city did ot then em-
brace e =ervices of & lawyer within i6s hmis—a
blessed state of peacelul existence waich, however,
was removed soon alter the cdlabhisiment of this
Courl, upon ioe advent of one Dirck van schellnyne,
o notary, wiw came mtner from Holland, bue whose
business was not locrative. We can siate, withous
fear of contradiction, tnat the number of the legal
Iraternily has since they increased, and that some
members ol the prot flud petrer plekings than
thelr Duteh protoiype. ‘Inis Van scheliuyue became
High Constable of the city In February, 1655, upon
the organization of 4 new system of police. It was
proposed that tie

SALARY OF THE CITY FATHERS

- should be fixed ut 350 guliders ($140) fur the burgo-
masters and 260 guiders (§100) tor the schepens,
annaslly: bat 1t does not seem thol they ever re.
oelved the salary: lodeed, 1t would appear that
tuere were no inads (rom whioh thetr pay could be
drawn, as tne “chest’! or tréasury wud but poorly
suppiled and thoe currenl exponses lor otaer pur-
posed Kept Lts conreuts vesy low. In fact, in 107,
the “caest! aotually gave oul, so that 1L wis lvand
HOPoaSILIeLo pay Lhe wages ol tne town drummer—
A swte of fHuanctal aisiresd nol uunllke that at
present experienced. ‘The Clty Fathers at first de.
voted their atencion more Lo the weliire of the city
than Lo thelr own private galils; yel they, ln course
of time, thought 1t well o petition toe¢ general gove
ernment for ‘whe arrears of thewr salary, so long
forgotien, in order that once secing the frais of
their labora they may be cnconraged Lo sull grosler
Loal"  Stuyvesant, however, informed tacin
that he had nothing to do with  the  mat-
ter and referred tLom Lo the empty  chest’
A3 lOoe  source wobence they mught  draw
thelr salary, But though these odicials  obe
talned no pay whey were subject to fine for none
attendance to their duties, for i abseat on Court
doys toey were flned six stivers for the dest hall
hour, twelve for the second, and forty stivers 1l ab-
sent during the wholo meeiing—a stver belng sboat
Iwo cenls, Dol though the positon of our frst
civic magisirates was not oue of ewcluwent, 1t was
pevertheless deemed

A PLACE OF GREAT HONOR AXD LESPECTABILITY,
The Cly Falvers thea enjoyed the title of ‘uny
lord," were gwarded & prominent place on all cere-
MOWLOUs OCCAsIOns, und on Suadays occupled a
separaie place 1 cnureh, wonitner their State ¢usi-
lons were garried by (ee bellan (rom the City dall
and placed o thelr pow.

Lo the manuer we have here related the 1sland of
Manbuttion ot last became the city of New Amster-
dalin. Nearly two centuries and two decades Lave
sluce passed away, and thougn the city 18 of the
same lerritorial exient that 16 was then, 1t popula-
tion has lncreased, We repeat, Just about oue Laou-
sanl tuld,

In the present siate of our local finances, with
our large indebledness, 1618 imteresting to note the
PIRST PUBLIC DEST OF THE CITY.

When the burghers’ government came {ato bein:
war had brokea vut nesween Hoilaad and England,
aud it became one of the rat dutieds of the new au-
thorities to place Lhe city in a state of delence

alust an anticipated auack from the Paritans of

ew Engiand. To delray the necessury expenscs
the city governmens propudsd, when they had
barely been 1n onice EIX Weeks, tO ralse avout six
thousand guliders (§2,400) by & loan from the prio-
i cltizens, w be repald by a tax upon ibe Lom-
monaity., In two uays 5000 guallders were suo-
serived, amd a conlract ente futo ior erecting
palisades on the oulskirts ol tho town (along Wall
street), and ad which the imbabitants, *without one
excepion,’ were required o work, under penally
of oue, luss ol citizensiip and banwhment,

BURGUER RIGHTS—I85T,

In 1656 some *‘conditions’ were agreed upon in
Huolland jor the settlement of the provines, in which
1t was4 proviged wnas the city Noew Amsterdam
sliould nave toree burgomasierd, 1o e “appuintad
by the COmMINUN UNFEUErs oul of Lhe mosl nonest,
fit sud rich,'! and ~dve or seveun schepens,’” whicn

the director may seleck (rom & double number
nouwnpated by tee bargners; added to whieh siere
Was d provision st whe . Lhe ciky loereased To 200
futuiies or upwards they should tueinselves chooss
# cominon eounol of TWERLy-one persons, Lo moes
the burgomassers and schepens. These ‘‘confi-
tous,"” noweyer, do Bob appear W0 have ever been
| Fedized, Bod @ further municipal privilege, pecuiar
U the Fatnerland, was nied in the Tollowing
year, yuenee of the number of 'Scoon-
inen,” €rs, WO came to ihe city for e
Purposes of yeade, the purgoinoasiers and senepens
peiunued the Divector Genersl that the cllizens
BUOUIL e grantan grent and small barghers' rignis,
OF mometpal ireeduo, a8 in Lae city of Amslerdam,
| I Europe, and st pone sbould be allowed to
Carry on bufine-a in the esphal bui  “setued resi-
1:vu:; WO Kopt “lre gua Hgak It was, tnere-
| lore, nrllmut‘-! on Feuraary 1, 1067, that “the arriv-
IIJ_n,: triders,” welore seilltog therr goods, snonld
HEL Up nud keep an open store within e gates
ahd Walls ol Lne clty, and outain (rom the city gov-
einment the cowinnig or small vargners' right, for
TUGPOFL O 1he CILts Ay 1 aiacrs (88) OF the
g & CILY. 50 A
0 et bargher's righs wiﬁ":.;}'mmu aiet, puts
Chasntie at 0fty gKuilders (#20).
48 obtaloed this rght  were o
to be  gualiled w0 il the city
and  dignities,  sod  they sboud  be exempt
lor one year and SIX weeks irom clty watenes
and expeditions; nud  should  we  free fin thelr
Proper  persons Irom  arceat by any subaliern
nowrt or indicial beaches ol e vrovinge, At the

esinilished, pur-

request of the munieipal authorities, the present and
future burgomasters and sohopens, udpmn IMree-
tor General, counoillors, a and mjiary ol-
floers, with thelr male descendants, were declared to
belong to the ciass ol great burghers., The olass of
small burgners wad to lnclude all natives and all
wio had resided to the city & year and six weeks,
ull who had married or should marry the daughters
of burghers, all who kept stores or did business
within the cliy, and all saiarted oftlcers of the Com-
pany, grant of these “b rignis" must ne
viewed a3 a second charter gIving lncreassd municis
privileges, It introduced into New Amsterdam
the invidious system of class distnetions pnd un aris-
tocracy lounded upon weslti, the latter comprising
@t the tlme buk twenky names, Tuls law has been
adverted to by Cuancellor Kent, and also in the
proceedings of the Cnarier Couvention of 1829, as
the earllest Dutoh charter, 'This, a8 our readers
wiil peroetve, (s an error; the eariest wmunicipal
oharter being the West India Compaay's grant of
1451, five years previous.
CIVI0 AUTHORITIES FEEMITTED TO NOMINATE THEIR
From the mrmmm oy O —
gation of the clvie go
ment o W53 & continual contest was w.
between htuyvesant and che people, which led to
his bexrualguuu surrendering 1o he city certain
exclse duties and corporate privileged, un Decem-
Der 24, 1053, the ¢liy aainorities mémorialized the
Company, en ug that they might enjoy oﬂm
muniocl 1{Jl‘l Wwith toelr namesake o Hol-
lund, espeecially demanding that s schout should be
electsd by Lhe ple. 1 led to Kuyier oein
appolnted Uity Sohout in the lollowing spring; bul
bhe was directly afterwards murdered, snua then,
notwithstanding the urgent remonstances of the
munitel auchorities, the Director Genersl
misted In denylng a separale schoul for the city,
but 1n the begi of 108, owing to the une
wearied efforis of the burgomasters agd schepens Lo
obtain @ reprosentailve local govermment, stuyve-
Bant congeded them the priviege of nominat-
log from the greal burghers a double numver
ol persons, from whom he would ehoose thelr sucgeds
B0r4, But now the divislon of the clbizens ko Lwo
Olasses was lound [0 Do & lalure, Kew or none
would purchase o privilege wnlch wias uupopular,
and there being an iusaicient numbper of t
burghers lor the double nomiualion, it Was
necedsary to lncrease the lisi, A double List ol candi
dated waa then made out, and from this, after the
correction of what Stuyvesant considered an 1nfor-
ALy, the new magisirated were salected and con-
firmed by the Director and Counci, ‘T'wo ysara later
New Amaterdam obtained wout she had so long de-
Hired-—n scuout of her own, 1 tne person ol 1neter
Tonneman, lately of Breuckelen, wio returned from
Holland wiih & commission Irom the Ansterdam
Directors, and on August b, 166y, took his ostn lf(
ofMce and his seat iu the Uity Hall, 1n place of De
Slile, the Company's schoul-fscal, whom Suuyve-
paut und peraisied ln retaining io whe omlee,

The First English Charser.

On Septemver 8, 1604, New Amsterdam surrens
dered to the English, when Colonel Richard Nicolls
was proclaimed Governor by the burgomasters, and
the name of the city, which then haa & population
of 1,600, was changed to New York. By the six-
teenth article of capltulation, In whnlch document
the city was desigoated ‘the town of Manhattan,"
it was suipulated that the civil magistratea shouid,
AU theiwr own opilon, remain unchanged ull the
customary tme of new elections, when now ones
should be chosen by themselves, such new magis-

trated to tuke the oath of allegiance to the King of
Engiand prévious to entering upon vhelr omee, In
compliance with this on the 2d ol the following Feb-
ruary, upon the expiration ol their term of omMce,
the burgonasiers and schepens named their suc-
Cess0rs, as they had done uuder the Dutoh govern-
ment, and the new ofcers, who were all Dutch-
men, were couurmed by uovernor Nicolls, who
drew up an oaih, wilich was taken by them.
THE “NICOLLS UHARDER'—1000,

As our readera are aware, the province of New
York was grauted by royal pateas of Charles Ll
to Lis brotoer, the Duke ol York, wno, on the death
of the former in 1665, became sovereign under the
tidle of Jawes 1L In obedicuce Lo Lhe iDSructions
ol Lhe patentee 10 make tne city government ‘‘con-
formable to the custom of Knoglaud,” Nicolls, alter
Waltlug nine mouths aiter the cuim.u.lsl.mn. 80 that
the sendibilities of the Duten might oot be nurs, on
June 12, 1665, 1ssued & prociamation, tn which ne
revoked *‘the rorm and cerenouy ol government of
His Magjesty's town of New York, uoder the name of
Scuout, Burgomasters and Schepens,” aud de-
clared that 1ts future government should be
mdministered by persous who suould be knowa by
“the pame and style of Mayor, Aldermen and
Bheril.’' By 8 sgpurate instrument of tne same
dute ho ordalned that *“‘whe lonsoitants of New
York, New Liariem, wila all other of His Majesty's
Bubjects, Inhabitants apon this 1sland, commouly
callsd and known by the name of i{annnl.um'l
Isiaml, are and shall be forever accounted, nowi-
nated and establisued as one body poutie and
corporate nnder tng goveriuent of a Mayor, Alder-
men and sheri,' e at the sawme tlme appointed
as the frdt Mayor Captain Toomas Wiliets, of
Plymouih, an Englishman who wis nighly esteemed
by the Duten; as Aldermen, Fhomas Uelavall, Olofr
Stevenson Van Ooruanas, Johaunes Van Brugh,
Coruells Vin Ruyven and John Lawrence, and as
Bheryf, Aliard Anthony. These officers were to
hold thelr places THT a year, and any four of them,
ol whom tie Mayor or fls Depuly was always 1o be
one, were to have

FULL AUTHORITY TO GOVERN THE CITY

Otker English Charters.

Major Edmund Andros, the newly appointed Gov-
ernor of the province, at once restored (o It and to
the city the name of New York, and direcied thas
the municipal form of government introduced by
Governor Richard Nicolls should be re-established.

THE ANDROS CHARTER-—-16T4,

The Goveruor lssued & proclamation, haviog the
effect of & charter, 1o which bhe declared that “all
former grunts, privileges or concessions, and all
estalea under His Hoyal Highness,' before the late
Duteh government, were thereby confirmed, At the
same Ume ne commissioned Masthias Nicolls,
whom he had reappointed SBecretary of the Provinoe,
to be Mayor; Jonn Lawrence to be Deputy Mayor,
and Wiliam Dervall, Frederick Phillipse, Gabriel

Minvielle and Jonn Winder to be Alaermen, to hold
ofce untll next October, while Thomas Gibbs was
nameua sneriff. In Octover, 1875, Andros appolnted
their successors by proclamation, and in virtue of
the Duke's letters patent—a new patent having
heen granted to him by Oharles IL after the restora.
tlon of the provinee to the Eugiish. No further
change in tne form of the moolcipal goverument of
the city occurred until Andros was succeedsd by
Colonel Thomas Duu{u:.n. who arrived Auguat 25,
1684, and undertook government, and shordy
afterwards was taken one of the

MOST IMPORTANT BTEPS IN THE HISTORY OF THR

CHARTERS,

One of the special 1ustructions given to lim was
thas he shoula consider and report the asdvantages
ol Jnnmw the city of New York “unmunities
N e i e

ently on No-
vember 9 wne Mayor and Ald&l:lgn

harter
from the Duke of York, with ceriain additions, in.
cluding the division ol the corporation into six

wards; the annual election of the Aldermen amd
other ofllcers by the Ireemen in eaoh ward; the
local goverymeni of the ¢ity to be entrustea to
th o a Mayor and HKecorder 1o be
appolnted bé the and
g Hherif, Coroner and Town
apﬂpulnm in the same way; that
the Corporation appoint their own Treasurer;
and that whatever else was unecessary for the wel-
lare of Lhe cily should be as fully confirmed Lo them
88 simiar privileges are to the corporations
of England. Thoogh the Governor and Council ob-
Jeoted 1o sdme ol these proposed additional articles,
alter lnll explanalions they were agreed Lo In al-
most every parucolar., Onthe 24th of the same
month the existing metropolitan oMcers were reap-
nted by the Governor, who also commissioned
onn West, 1ts aotual clerk, to be *Clerk of the city
of New York, and Jonn Tudor, & lawyer, to be She-
nfi.'" The Corporation then askea that It might
chooae ita own Cleik and bave other privileges.
Dougan replhied that the Ulerk's nomination must be
Elgrm& dsu nl.%: Druke; Iaut klm it ounaxm;.ml-e& to the
Jurporatio ¢ ferry, dock ana market, and prom-
1!81} a grant of land, L
THE CITY DIVIDED INTO WARDS,
The Governor slso exhivited a laudanle wish that
the ciiy should enjoy the substance of its desired ex-
tenslon of privieges as early as poasible; he, there-
fore, ordered the same to be }m;m ractice uniil
the Duke's pleasure could be further known; con-
#equenily, on December & the Mayor and
Aldermen divided the city into six wards, and as-
signed Nicholas Bayard to be Alderman for the
bSouth ward, Joun lojans for the Dock ward, Wil-
llam Pinhorn for the East ward, Gulian Verplaock
Tor the North ward, John Hoblnson for tne West
ward and Willlam Cox for the Out ward. A few
duys later Jameos Graham, ono of the late Alder.
nen, was comiulssloued the fOrst Recorder of the
city and *took his Pl.aue on the vench on the right
hand of the Mayor.” Tbe citizens being empowered
souuikily to eleot an Alderman and s Commou
Couuctiman lo each ward, oo the lsih of October in
the lollowing year, being the usual tlme, new
Aldermen and Common Councliiors were chiosen [or
the six wards, while the Governor made a gratelul
concession L the old Dutch feeling by ailowing
seven persons to be named 1o him, irom woow be
chose Gabriel Minvieile to be the new Mayor,
THE DOUGAN CHARTER—1088,

The application of the clvic magistrates was re-
ferrea to the Duke; but It was not until April 22
1056, that tho compleie chnrter was grauted, 1n con-
Bequence of the Corporation agaln expressing tne
dedre lor & new charier confrunung their old privi-
leges and granung to tuem all the vacant land in and
abuut  the city. Bayard, wnoo was then
Mayor, being also one of the Council, and
Recorder Graham, belng aiso Attorney General
of the province, a dralt of tne desired patent was
quickly submittea to the municlpal authorities, who
agreed Lo give Duongan £300, and Secreiury Spragg
£20, a8 their ofMeinl fees. The engr caarier
having been rend and allowed In council, Wus ac-
cordingly sigoea by ihe Governor, who caused |t to
pe sesiod With the owd Provincial sesl thus

Governor

according vo the general laws “‘and such liar
laws us are or shall be thought convenient and ne-
cessary.” Of the new Corporation threa were Eug-
Hshmen and four Duatchmen—one of the lawer of
whom had been prominent \o the late government
And now assamed the new title of SheriT lor tnas
ol schiout, which position he had previously held.
Sull much dissatisfaction was exhibited at the
clhiauge, especiully as under the new charter tne
mugistrates dld not retsin the power ol nominat-
Ing thelr successors, who wers appoimnted by the
Governor without auy restraint,  Little change was
made 1 judiclal proceedings except the substitution
of the English toague for the LDulch and the intros
duction of trial by jury, as provided by & new
legal code, though suliors had tue oplon of having
tnelr cansed seitled 10 the summary manner to
which they had been accustowmed, 80 tnat for hall
o century (bhe forws peculiar lo Dul.cnjnnugrudeuue
were recognized i the Mayor's Court of the ¢y of
New York. The pnew churter was amore specific
grant of powers than had mtherto been vested In
toe own magistrates. In 1070 James sent the mem-
bers seven gowns, to be worn on state occasions,
and & siver mace, to be carried by a mace-bearer
at the head of their processions, At the same time
he prescnted the Corporaion with a new seal. A
Hvery was at this tme worn by the beadles and
otner subordinate ofMcers of Lae city. Its color was
blue, Upped with orange.

The Dutch Charters of New Orange.

In 1673, England and Holland being again at war,
Commodores Evertsen and Denckes appeared velore
New York, with a Duteh fleet, when, owlng to the
pusdianimity of the Engliash commander, the city
b an easy « on August 0, and lell onoe
more under the dominion of the Duteh. The
province was at once renamed New Netherlands,
and Captain Anthony Coine appolnted Governor,
and the Dame of the oty changed to
that of “New Orange," io compliment to the
Prinee of Orange, then Stadtholder, while s
magistrates were released from their oaths to the
English government, At the requestof the navai
commanders sIX barghers were appointed to confer
with them respecting the restoration of the old
munleipal government, who were directed to cone
voke the Commonalty and nominate persons *from
the wealthiest inbabltants, and those only of the
Reformed Obristian religlon,” out of whom the

Councll might select the magisirates for the city,
aod trom  tuese a schout, Lhree vurgomasters au
live sehepena were appoioted to serve “as regents of
thls ciiy for the term of one current year,"
BENCKES AND EVERTSEN'S CHARTER—1073.
The commission whiclh appointed these moagls-
trates bore date August 17, sl was signed by Lhe
iwu commodores, the new Governor and Lwo other
Dutech omeers who formned the council of war, It
restored Lhe civie 5uvermnent to 1t previous char-
noter a8 “pracuised i the cities of our Fatherland,
to the end that {hmmo mny be malntained aad ad-
ministered to all good 1nhavitams without respect
or regard to persons.’ The new maglstrates were
suthorized and empowered to govern Lhe
clly couforiambly to the laws and slatutes
of the Netherlands, and make such
orders as shall pe deemed necessary; and the
innabitanis were strictiy ordered o respect and
honor the regents *‘in roeir respective qualities, as
ail loyal nnd falthiul snbyects are bound Lo do." The
new magisirates were sworn 1o sdminister “good
law and justice, promote the wellare of the city,
malntain the uprignt and troe Chrisian reiglon,
agreeably to the Word of God and the order of the
Synod of Dordrecht, and to uphold tie supremacy
of the States General and the Prince of Orange.
COLVA'S CHARTER, 1074

A more defuile charier, however, Was execated
on January 14, 1074, by Goveraur General Colve.
This Instrament, wilch consisied ol fifleen *pro-
visional inatructions, " directed that toe magistriutes
shiall SaKe care that the Keformed Chortstian relulon
be malolned “without sudfering any olner sects
attempiing anyihing contvary thereio:' toat they
shall have powers ia all matters pertaining to tne
poliey, securiiy uwod peace of the city; that the
Sehout  snhall” be  present  and preside  as
mectings, except when
or Bome one app [ P
bt e A ot
urgomaster; in
beavers" in amount AN & may be bad to the
Governor and Council; Lhas in oriminal cases (ne clvio
magisirates hive power to judg: and sentence, even
1o ueath 1noi , but 1mas wne sanction of the Gov-
eriior and Council be required for the mfketion of
corporsl pumishment. It uiso reguiated the order
of procedure ay she meetings of the body, of which
the burgomasters shall, In turp, be presudens lor
FLX IonLns, except in the carrent year, when, three
belng appointed, the presidentil term of cach shall
pe only lour months, It furiher ordained that in all
judiclary cases the Echont, alter making his com-

alnt, should leayve tne bencn and absent himseif
durlng the decision] empowerad the city govern-
ment to enaot, with the Governor's approval, cer-
tain statutes and ordinances; utrecied (hak the
pame and all jusgments should be sirictly enklruui
ermitted the government to elect and confirm al
nierior oMicers except secrotary, and directed that
eight days before the close of the municipal year
an Agssmbly should be convoked, at wilich & douile
nomination stould be made, from which aﬁsﬁl from

the oul mngisirates Lhe dovernor d se-

t Lhe civie goveriunent for vhe succeeding yoar,
lalth“ [1117] ou'n-m. il wihiloh the DoWars um’ duties

1nsir Lhe lent munuﬁpnl r{gnu and prive
tleges of the Corporation of New York were con-
firmed, and othes Iranchises of an unportant char-
acler were granied Lo the city, and it still forms the
Lbasis of our municipal government. The eourter
aeciared that New York city should shencelorih
comprise the enure wand of Mannattan, extend.
Ing 1o the low waler mark of the bays and rivers
surrounding 1. The Governor reisloed. the ap-
poiutment of the Mayor, Recorder, sherlf, Coroner,
tyza Coustabie, Town Clerk wnd ulerk of the Mar-
ket in his own hands, leaving the Aldermen, As-
sisiants and petty constablea to be ¢ by the
reupin, at the annual elecuion on St Michael's Day,
L constituted tne Mayor, Kecorder, Alderaen and
Assistants for the time being and thelr successors
one body corporate and politle, 1n deed, fact and
name; empowered thein o make and repair roads,
&c.; to hold lands, tenements, Iranchilses, &c.
wiiliin and without the city, provided e same did
not exceed the value of £1,000 per #noum, and to
make laws to remalo 1 force for three months and
no longer, unless confirmed by the Governor.  But
the Corporation was desirous that tnls coarler
shounld be confirmed by James himseif, who was
now the sovercign, and accordingly in Jauuary,
1647, authorized Mayor Bayard aud Hecorder Gra-
ham o procure the same. Jawes' short relgn, how-
ever, was too troubled for hin to attend to such
matters. 1o facl, such a confirmation appeara to
have been unnecessary, as it (s beid that the

was legaily bound by Dongan's act, In the th
year of the operation of this charter an election of
an exceptional character ook place, which s wor-
tay of note. Alter the dethronement of James and
before the suthority of William an Wi 08
tablished in New York, Letsler, whose power was
domiuant in the city, ordered tnat on Michaelmas
day, 1050, the usual day of electlon, In aldition to Lhe
Aidermen and Common Council, the Mayor, Clerk
wnid Sherld of the city should also be elected In-
stead of being appointed by the Governor and Coun-
cil, ua was required by the churter, Tuls mighs be
8ald to have been

FIRST CHOICE OF A MAYOR BY THE PFROPLE,

1f 1t hud not been that the eleclivn was restricted to
“Protestant freeholders,” and that, consequenty,
“noue but seventy or elghty’’ persons voted, so that
the election cannot be sald to Lave béen & popular

one.

Any doubt that might have arisen of the vallaity
of the charier, {rom ihe effect of the revolation, was
removed LY a0 Act Of tue Assemuly of New York,
passed (o April, 1601, sStmlar in nature to one passed
10 England in the previous year, which provided tnal
all chiriers, patents aud grauts exceuted under the
sewl of the province, and authorized by the rormer
ki ol Engiand, unto the respective corporations
or bodiea poitio, &v., are, sud forever shall be.
deemed eﬂ:u charters, patents and grants,
nuthentle in the law 'tueir majesties, their
heiwrs and successors lurever, and were inereby
ratified and confirmed. The aid ol the Legislature
was ald0 often louml neceasary lor the proper en-
forcement of she powers of the Corporation, wiuch
nave thelr source 1n the charter,

THE QUEEN ANNE CHARTER—1708.

The Corporation of the city having peiltioned for
& confinnativa of their ﬂfm to the *old ferry” be-
tween the city and Long lsiand, and for some va-
cant laud nt luerelo, & coarier was granted
April 19, 1708, 1n the reign of Queen Anne, DY Gov-
ernor Cornvury, which acceded 10 the same, and
gave the Corporation ieave and license lo establish
and malntain s and other ferries between those
polnts,  This charter treated exclusively of thus
matter,

THE MONTGOMRRIE CHARTER—1730.

The last and most imporiant of the charlers
granted by the Britlsh Governors was tnat whicn
Governor Montgomerie gransed in ¥go, Ii 18, in
fact, the charter upon the foundations of whieh the
city of New York has ever mnce Leen governed.
The two prior charters of 1050 and 1704 may be con-
sldered as merged in this, as they are recited i it at
lengin, and all the ts mnd frunchises they
contaln Are repea and coplirmed and en-
Jarged, with the addition of other powers,
rights and privileges. This charter was the resuit
ut‘ & pedtion of the Corporation praying for ex-
tended Iranchises and needed powers and privi-
jeges which it was consldered the growing wanis
of the city demanded, This pelition, be #nbe
mitied by the Governor to & commities of his couns
¢il, 16 reported Javorably upon the greater portion
ol ita viauses, and he Attorney General ol the
Province was ordered W prepare & charter pur-
suians to sach report.

By snis charter it was declared that the city of
New York, *from hencetorsh forever bereafter shak
. be abd remain

A FREE CITY OF MSELY,"
and be one body corporateand politie, ke.—a veated
right the vatue of wnich Chancellor Kend considers
inestimable—inat Lthe corporale limils were ex-
tended to 40 jeet beiow low waler mark; thattne
Uorporation were granied the soke power of cstab.
1 ierrios about the lsland, with rates of fer.
riage o be fixed by the Governor and Council
or et of the Legislatore; also  that
it might hold aod Kee markes  honses,
docks, siips and wnarves, with all tne profies ansing
froin them. Provision was made for a Court of
Plens, to be heid on every Tuesday of the
with 1wo of more
them to adjourn
twenty-

unm.l;o% Mayor or his_deputy,
ear by tue or his depu
Alderioen, power elog given’
the la'illﬁ O:n:‘ I'.P:; un,ﬂﬂ'l o.'lﬂﬂdl or., WHD
8 or Reco!

a majority of the Adermen and Assistants,
were aunthonacd to meet  and o
repeal such LYlaws and lordnances a8 they mignt
Sl Sl SR o
mouths and no longer, uniess o .
ernor und Council. 1t was fartaor provided that the

|_city should e divided lnto, soven wards—ile now

be appointed by the
Counctl, those of Hecorder and Town Cler|

Yerimn, High Constab other subordinaie enes
were lo be dlled by the Mayor and Common Coun-
cil. The Mayor, Hecorder and Aldermen were con-

- na with power Lo
and determine !l pleas of forty shillings and under;
and tha Mayor, Regorder and three or more Alder-
men wers cMpowere| 1o make as many frecmen ag
they chose, and to hold General Quarter
‘Mmess, with several minor provisions, lormed whas
may not be maptly termea

TIIE MAGNA CHARTER OF THE QITY.
Chancellor Kent alludes to It a8 an

“gotitled to our respect and attachment; lor 1ts
and thé numerous blessings and great commeroial

i

the American Revolution, which for & time sus-
nded its functions. 1t was explicitly confirmed
all Ita parts and bearlngs Ly wn not of

Colonial Legsiature of Ogtober 14, 1732, and 16 was,

thoss

g

along with other charters, saved aod con
the State constitution of 1777, and sgain b
orf 1821 and 1844, “It remains to this day,*
wrote Keot, in 1854, “with mnch oi ita
lorm ana spirit, aller naviog recelved, by statuse
moaifications, and such otaer anl'unmun

B

14 legislauve, Judiclal executive opranchos a8
were best adapted to the genius and wauls of the
people, d to the astonishing growth and sa

;?g?’l, lucreasing wealth aud magoitade of

The American Charters.

One huudred years elapsed before the city obtained
any new charter, and then 15 was only in the jorms
of amendments to the Montgomeris grant. So that
the Jatter stood for more than f{ty years afler the
Declaration of lndependence unsitered except se far
a8 wis requred by the cbange of State governmens
and by local convenience, |

By the State constitutlon of 1777 the power of
annually appointing the Mayor, Sheriff and Coronee
was vested in the Governors of the State and the
Counell of Appointment until otherwise directed by
the Legislature; but no farther change was made
tll the amended constitution of 1821, when Lhe
Mayor was directed Lo be annually appointed by the
Common Counci, and the Sherid and Coroner, as
well as the Clerk of the City, to be chosen trieands
ally by the electors, The Mayor continued to De ap
powted by the Common Councll unfil the aet of
March & 1834, directed that he be annasily elected
by the cluzens qualified to vote for charter ofMeors.
No change was made in the election of alderme m,
BSEISLANLS, ASSessors, collectors and constabies am.
til by an act of Marcn 21, 1800, when the time fog
the election of charter officers was, on the petitien

of the Corporation, changed from St Michael's Day
(September 2U) to the tiird ‘lTucsday in November,
which remained irow the day of election nutll 1618,
when the time of the charter wus changed to

and then in 1823 back agaln to xovember, The

of 1800 conflued the qualicalions ol electors te
those prescribed by the charter of 1780, but re-
quired the lreehold elector o have been sacn for a
month, and tue freeman o have been adoutied e
such at least three months before an electien. Bus
essential lurosds were made upon Lhe charier by
an act of Apru 5 1504, which decreed ihat the
officers who were (o be appointed @abs
nuwily by the Connctl of Appolntment on the

charter day might be appointed at_ any
time during the sesslon  of the Legis-
Iature in each year, and extended the

qualification of electors 0 as Lo comprise every
male citlzen of vwenty-oue yeara of nye and u
wards who should have residea lu this city Lor
months previous Lo the election, rentad u tenement
of the yearly value of §25 and had paid taxes.
This act wus passed aganst toe objegilons of Lhe
city goverament, & majurny of the Councll of Re-
vision, and of the elaer Governor Clinton, who com-
sidered that the measare wis not demanded on any
round of strong publio policy or necessity, and
hat i bad been couslu o settled and salutary
principle in the government that charvers of cor-
poration, contaluiug granis aud privileges, wers
not to be essentlaily adected without the consent of
the parties or without duwe process of luw,

0 1424 AN atlempt wus made Lo separale the twoe
Boards of the vommon Counci, and a vole Was
laken In the oty Lhereon at the churier election of
that year, when 1,700 bullo's were given in (avor of
the project and 1,705 ngainst it, and it wus conse-
quently lost by 05 voles,

FIRST UHARTER CONVENTION—1829,

The clty was governed uniler the charters and
guxihary scts above referred to unill 1550, when the
amendea charter of that year was adopted. On the
24d of June in the previous year Lhe Common Council
passed g resolutioa recommending the citizens wo
choose five delegates from each ward L0 4 convens
tlon, which aniould take into consideration the
amending and revising of the charter then in foree,
This Convention having flmisbed ts deliberations
and pr 1 ts, adopted a resolutionm
Septemoer 1529, directing the transmission of such
amenaments 10 the Cummon Council, with the re-
quest for the passage of an ordluance, submit
tie same to the electors for their approval; and
was also resolved, thal in event of the amendments
belug approved, the same siould be forwarded to
the Legisiature with a request ln the name of the
g:upu of the city, thut they be passed into a law,

£s0 suggestions were carricd luto effect, and, at
the stale electlon tn Novemuer [oliowlng the
amendments were subiitted Lo the people witn the
lollowing result:—

YOTE ON AMENDMENTS TO CHARTER, NOVEMDER, 1829,
For the amendments. .o eesiereeesrasaassnssssll 509
ARBIDEY. o iisoii iisvinsinnssnnstrsassasassnnns OO

Majorlty In fAVOr.....ouuneee sesnnnsosn-siens B30T
In consequence of this decislon of tne peopie an
application was made (0 the Legislaiure to have the
awendinents ratitied by law sod mwade pari of the
charter. Thus was done Ly tie act of April 7, 1830,
CHARTER OF 1530,
Tne ¢changes effecied by ths charter related essens
tinlly to tne organization ol the Common Coaneil
the reguiution of I8 legislative action. Instead
the Mayor, Hecorder, Alaerwen and Assisianta
forming, as vinusly, one Board, 1. was provided
that one alderman elected [ron eacn ward of
Lhe city (there being then jourieen) should form the
Boaru of Aldermen, and one assistant eleciel irom
each wird snould'form the Board ol Assistants, the
two Boards to sit and act separalely, with coucurs
rent and equal powers, and wgether were o con-
stitute the Cominon Couneil of the city, ol wiich the
Mayor and Hecorder shiould cease to be members;
every luw, ordinauce or resolurion to pass both
and to by approved by the Mayor: but if
within ten days he return the same with objections,
then o be reconsidered, and o reguire 4 majoriky
of all the members elecied to each bBoard belore it
can becomne o law of the Corporation. 1L, however,
the Mayor should not retara the sume within tend
it shoiwla become vahd without s sanction.
geueral dutles of the Mayor were also more speoifl-
cally detined and eniarged by requiring him to come
municate to the Common Council, at leust once &
year, & general statement of the condition of ub
city governmeut, flupnces and improvements, an
recominend such measores as Le shall deem ex
dient, and to be accive aud vigilane In the exere
of the dutles of his executive (rust. The charer
forther provided that the executive business of the
Corpuration siouid thereaflor e perforumed by dis-
trict departments, to be organigzed and appololed
for that pur by the Cummon Couucil; sod
M4 0 clges o lwmbrovident iggislation 16 pro-
bited woneys being drawn [(rom Lhe treasw
except upon previous speclic  appropriastic
and further prolbited the Common Coun
from borrowlng moneys on the credit of the Co
ration, ¢Xoept W anticlpat.on of the revenue of
year, untll sushorized vy o specitic act of the Legis-
iature, and directed (that they must publish anous
ally, two months preceding the Charter election, s
detailed statement o the receipis and expendilures
of the Corporation for the year preceding; and
should provide for the accountantlity of all oflicers
and oliners cotrusted with city lulds by requisice
security irom tbewm. The day of the Charter elee-
tion Wis by these amendments again appointed Lo
be held in lbe spriog, vo Lhe second Tuesday in
April, and the newly elected offcers Lo enter upom
their duties on the sccond Tuesday i May.
HECOND CHARTRR CONVENTION—]848
In 1546 an atteropt was made to amend the char
1er 1 8 very exteusive juunoer, 50 48 Lhe better Lo
adapl the municipal government to the Incrensed
wanis of the city. Ao act of the Legislature was
P May 9, waich provided for tne calling of &
couvention fur the purpose of “lorming a new or
rev nimending the preseat churier,”
and  that the  charters or amendmenis pro-
D e geaers  Bumie  siechon. o’ ibe
Bl gene
following November. The statute possessed the
new and pumumr fensure of empowering the Con.
vention elier o make an enlrely new clrwr or to
suggest amendmenis only, wihich, If adopted by &
majority of voles cast on the question, was to ba
submitied to the Legisiature at its next session for
APProval, s, U so approved, shonld vecome law.
aceordance therewiih delegaies were elected—
one or \wo Wom each ward, according to nf"w"
tlon—who mes in conventon, at the City Hali, on
July 6, and terminated tnelr iabors on Uctober 26,
when . they reported and submited amendments W
tho charter, waleh were signed by the folowing
MEMBENRS OF THE CHARTER CONVENTION, 1848:—
Abraliwm V. Williams, Presideni; Samuel A
Urdpo, Richard Francn, Davia Grabam, Je., George
H. John W. Avery, Lyman Candee, Shivers
Purker, James MctGay, Hovert L Maciay, Charles
B herty, James B. Greenmay, David A
Fowler, Richard T. Gompion, Joou it Fisnaghan,
bavid O, Broderick, Elign P, Purdy, B. J. Meserole,
Joel Kelly, 4. H. Cook, lrantel 1. Hriggs, Stephen
Hasbrouck, Bdward 8, Innes, Henry E. Davies,
Erastus penedict, Eamund J. Porier, Theodors
Martines, Frederick Ik Lee, Robert B, Boyid, Tnomas

or | McSpedon, Henry A. Beach, George W. Varman; D,

T, Yalenune, Jolin A. Stewart, Secreiaries. Some
OF toese gentlemen, 1t will be notlced, sill take »
Lively fnteress in our muanigipal amairs,

AS tue reason tor deciding upon amendments la-
stead of B0 BLLIrCLY DEW cuATler e Convenuon i




