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THE NATIONAL FORTIFICATIONS.

Are We Prepared for War with Great
Britain or Spain?

A Glanes at Our Bea-Coast Dofences—Their Lo-
eation and Present Condition—How to Pro-
tsot Our Harbors—Torpedoss we Irom.
Clads—The Work of the Engineer Corps
During the Past Year—The Froposed
New Batteries and Modifications
of [Existing Fortresses

WHAT SHALL BE DONE ABOUTIT?

WasimiNaroNn, Feb, 14, 1872,

The const line of the United States, comprising
the territory bordering upon two oceans, the Galf
of Mexico and the great lakes, 15 of snch vast ex-
sent that for many yeurs to come large annunl ex-
pendirures must conunue tw be made and many
new deienslye WOrks erected pefore all of 1its rivers
and harbors ean bé pronounced pecfectly sale from
hostile attack In time of war. Fortunately a begin-
ning has already been eflected, and considerable
progress made in the work of putting our principal
peaports in & state of defence. In the present
entical state of our relati with. England—the
greatest naval Power of the workd, trustworty lo.
teiligence respecting the condition of the tortidca-
tions al thess points pecomes of great Imporiance,
pot only to thewr immedate resideats, bug
to the conniry at  large, The Iatest
Information accesstble 18 contained in  the
annual oMelal report of Major General Humphreys,
Coler Engineer of the Army, wiiclh was communl-
gated to the two houses of Congress ac the peginning
ol the present seasion, and 15 now passing through the
press at tne Government Printing Oflce in this city,
That poruon of ure report which 18 devoted to the
subject of coast defenesd ocouples so much gpace
that, in order to lay It beiore the readers of the
BERALD, It has been necessury 1o pring it into some-
what brieter compass. o duing tils, howeve, care
has been taken 1o retain all that 18 really interesting
mod esscatal to g nll comprehonsion of the subject,
The pepor: opens wikh ab agcouns of the conolu.

glons which have beey redched, from experiments
mude =lonee the war, hein at home and abroad, re-
gpecting the proper prioeiples of construction of de-

lensave works,

Tae Introduciion of a new system was rendered
pecedgary by the inereased size of orduaace now used
on slipboard aud the geoernl adoplion of wron-ciad
war vesacls by all the prownent maritime Powers.
The principal points may Le summed briefy up
ns fullows:—1Irst, contining the new coustructions
to powerful barpeite battertes In earth and sand,
thoroughly protected by traverses and parados, and
modiiymg existing barbetie natteries so as to bring
them o the pecessary standard of strength and
efleieney; secend, to subsuibule (48 far o8 pracu-
cable) depregsing gun carringes for those that ex-
puse Lhe armament an’d cannouers above the para-
pet; thirg, to make hberal use of neavy mortars;
fourth, to employ torpedoes a8 acoessories in the
delence of e channel ways and approaclies to the
harbors; Uiy, to nse obssructions and doaung bal-
teries to retaln the conomy belore the guns of the 1t
toral batteres; and sixth, to use in sthe balteries
the most powerinl guus of modern vrdoance.

CASHMATED WORKS.
In the preceding uo reference has been made to

ciremitod fortifcations, and (bere 1s at presant no
Antenon on the part of the Eogineer Bepurtment
W récommena eiher the modifleation of existing
casemates or the construction of new works ot this
Kind, But it 15 unportapt thiat some guns at each
ol our great harbors Ue protected by cassuiste cover
of some Rind, To learn what maritime countries
were doing in this particular, and especlally the
extent to wiich iron had been imroduced intw their
sea-coust dulences, Colunels Buaruard and wrgnt
and vapisnin mch!e, of the Engineer Corps, were
sent atrosd last year, and iheir report, now in
press, cuntans valuable lniormation.
TORPEDOES,

The use of torpedoes and of obstructions in the
chapneld leading to our seaports will be indispensa-
ble in g conilict wiih a maritine Power of uny prowm-
inence; but they cunnot be snccessfuily moored or
managed without an lntimare Knowledge of the
direction and veloelty of the ndul currents pecaliue
o the lovalities. These cousiderations have led
during the past year L0 & series ol examinailons in
our principal biarbors upon the velocity and uirec-
ton of the currentd, Torpedo experiments bave
aiso been carvied on, under Heneral Aobott, at Wil-
lew's lPolat, N Y., ana considerable advance made
iu sne knowiedge of Lhe methods of firing tnem and
the 1aw governing explogions ol various kiuus of
POowWd er unaer wWuter,

HEA-CUAST MORTAR BATTERIEL

The fira (row mortars 18 an important part of the
flelence of our arbors agalnst iron-clads, The ap.
propriations of 1570 and 1571 lor the construction of
urtar batteries amoniled to $175,000, wiich it s
aedigued to expend upon the unportant ports of

‘ortland, Bostod, New York, Puliadeipnia and San

Fraocisco, as follows:— )

PURIANOD 1ecnsrnnnnsneesss 4 MOPTAGS. $5,000
canssssssss 14 MOTIOrS, 4, 000

NEW YOrK....ocovesvnss0o 40 mMOrtars, B, 000

PULIBACIINIA canesenvsress B MUrLATS 41,000

BAL FIAMGIBOO o .vuvensees S8 MOFLATS, 85,000

Frojects for the construction of these batieriea
bave heen prepared, and the work commencad at
BOIR pOLute, A further appropriution of §luu,0o0 18
recommended (or pext year.

FURTIFICATIONS ON TUE BASTERN COAST.
(In charge of Lieutenans Colonel J, <. Duane, Corps
of Lugineers.)

Fort ENox.—This work, situsted on the Narrows
of the Pevobscotl Hiver, opposiie Bucksport, 19 now
uearly completed, no approprintion Ueing no pres-
eut asked for 1. It comprises bolh cusemated ana
barvette butteries of heavy guus, aud 1s desigoed 1o
{.rntum. L ity of Bangor and other towns upon
hi Penobscot, and to render the river a secure har-
bor ol reiuse lor the shipping of toe extensive Eust.
Ern ged Comst.

Forr Poraas.—This work defends the entrance,
through the wouth o the Rennebec Hiver, to the
rich valley ol tms rpiver, the cities ol Bath
sod  Augusia  wnd toe Unied States Arsenal
ut the lutter place. It has veen foished upon
As gun fronts to the level of the barbette bacteries.
The projecis lor its completion have not yet been

repareld,  Noagppropriation hes vecn made for it

Or several years past, and none 18 now asked.

FORT GORGLES 1§ sisuated on Hog Isiand Jedge, and
18 ope ol a serles designed to defénd the harbor and
chanpels of Lhe quportynt strategle position  ocot-

led by the ety of Portand.  Fittecn thondand dol-

s Was expendel last year in bolding magagines
and brepst-nelghs walls and completing 8 uew
entrance, A lurther approprincon of $20,000 18

fecessury for 1t completion (Wiicn, 1t 18 believed,
can be effeetea belfoe the clcse ol the the coming
fiscel year) awd to plane 18 barbette sromament o
position,

NEW FORT PREDLE, PORTLAND Hansor.—1Under
the plans prepared (or the completion of this fort
lavor was coramenced ‘0 Aagust, 1870, Dnrng tue

FOsent year 1t @ expedied that the work in and ad-
wining tue ola redoubs, logetbher with the exterior
ol the south battery, will be completed, Four new
traverses will Le constiieted and positions made
ready for nine additional guons,  Amount of appros
prislon requisite for nest dscal year $60,000,

FORT BoaMuBt, PORILAND HARBOR, oecnples a
most lmporiauy silustion, somimnanding four of the
principal cliannes, 'The Work of renovatiog it wis
commerced I August, 187, Durlog the preseat

Ar the greal magezine, most of the parados and

€ new arcoes i the wess bistion will be but, lor
which an appropristion of 100000 15 nsked,

NEW WoOKK AT PortLann Hean.—It 18 designed
10 occupy wus commpuding poition hy a baroeite
battery of larty-ioar guns of teaviest calibre, so
arranged that all the approdehes to the wuln cloan-
uel ol the harbor Witl De swebl by gome or all of 118

guns, and au enemy's fieet prevewsted from tuling
up a posiien behind bang's Ision 1 which to
bombard Portieng or shell the shippug in the har-
bor. It Is auportant to toe saiety of the city and

harvor that such a forifenlion, eXteror 1o (e pres-
ent defensive vorks, should be commeneed ab opnee,
and jor this purpose al Appropriatlon of $o2,000 i
recoinmendad,

rorr McCrary, Porrssovrn Hambnomr, N, H.—
Tuis work ix located on Kittery Polut, Naime, anu,
0 comjunction with Fort Cousntubion, opposiie,
furms  the only defence to the mouth of Lie

Pioataqua Kiver and to the Navy Yurd ab Kitery,
It was commeneced goon after tne close ol tus re-
beliion, bat, owing to the adoption of the now sys-
tem, 11# plan will nave to undergo certain modalf-
cations, No oulday was made fof 118 lnprovement
during the past year, bui an appropriativa of
$76,008 18 now called jor,

Forr Coxetirurion.—This 15 a casemated fort on
the old ginn, situnien nearly opposite the pre-
peding. No sppropristion is usked for the next
tiscal year,

DRFENCES OF HOSTON HARIOR
(1o oharge oi Colonel l{ W. Beubaw, Corps of En-
glueers),

Forr Wammey.—This impuoriant fortresa 18 de-
slgned W protect the main chagbel of eotrance, and
to command the anchorage of Nantasket Koaas, It
1% & chsemated work of tne flrst class, bnt requires
exlensive Luprovements, in woleh it 18 proposed 1o
expend $150,000 durtng the coming year.

ATTERY AT Losg IsLaxp Heapn,—This 18 meant
to command the eotrance into Boswn harbor
through Broad sound, and Jt8 early completion 18
very desirabie. The sum of $37,600 was expended
POl I last yedr; lof tue present year twice that
Rmount is needod,

Forr Winturor. —~This work, with Fort Indepen-
gdence, on upposito sldes of the maly ship channel,
COLSULULES the dnuer line of defence jor the harbor
& Boston. 1L 18 urined with fiteep-ineh gans, and
h , PROpOESA during the present year Lo complete
Lid modineations sirendy begua W WWe Gasl aud

S s 114, s, st

n an expense ol

FORT INDRFENDENCE.—A plan :'repanu b

Works, SONUE Bl & FORTAEOROSS S o aroas
n uarbetto

batteries, the m'xml of parapets, comnsiruc-

tion ol new breast-nelght walld ana the preparanon

of maga truverses and gun platiorms suitanle

tor heavy ordnance, will be eurried Lo completion

during the preseut year at an expense of $60,000.

BETWEEN EOSTON AND NEW YORK,
(In charge of Major G. K. Warren, Corps of Engl-

neers,

FoRT AT CLARK'S Pom-r,'um.-—w:u bt for
the prolection ol New Bedford Harvor, 1t Is a case-
materd work, and 18 completed with the exceplion
of 18 barbeite battery over the casemsles, Tho
Hoard of neers have recommended that at
1‘1:'.”1;2 oothiog turther should be done to It otbher

an
earthen barvelte batiery lor \wenty-six fiteen-mmeh
smuULh bore or equivalent rifed guns be erccied on
the bl in rear of ihe fort. Amount of appropria-
tion called for, $40,000,

FORT Abams, Newrorr Happor, R L-The
Amount asked for tis year Is 100,000, which 18 to
be applied to the construction of exterior barbetie
batieries and to the erection of permanent gquariers
for oMicers at thae port.  Litlle Las veen done durs
ing the pasi year except 1o the way of ordinary re-

pairs,

BATTERY ON UanNoNICUS IsLAND, R. L—On the
Bite of the oid Dumpling's Tower, where the goy-
ernment owns about nve acres of land, 1t 18 pro-
posed to construct a hifrbette oaitery lor len tilteen-
nch smoth bore or equivalent rifed guns, with
magazine raverses besweou each pair, ‘Ihis bat-
tery will edectively cross 118 fire with the guns of
Fort Adamsa Owlng to heavy rock excavations lis
eatimated cost 18 $100,000, half of which amount
will be needed for the next fiscal year.,

BATTHRIES, NARRBAGANSETT BAy, R. I.—These
are three detnched barbetie patteries, situated upon
the summit of Duteh Isiand, near the wesiern on-
trance of the bay, and tnomtnf emwplacements for
focty flitee 1-inch guns o@ equlvalent rifles, Tnoe
sum of $124000 has been aiready appropriated by
k:l?mr for tnem, and $560,000 sduitional 18 now

e for,

Fonrrs TRUMBULL AND GRISWOLD, NEW LoNpoN,
Coxny,—1These two works, situawed (he one upon
the east and the other upon the west bank ol the
River Thanes, prolect the important harvor of New
Lonaon, Cunu.  Plans have beea approved Ior the
modideation of the exterior barbeite baileries, Lhe
first to mount twelve und tho second ntue fileen-
Inch guns, or equivalent rifles. ‘Lhe appropriavion
reguired lor each 13 §2u,000,

Fort HaLe, New Haves, CoNN.—During the

t year but littie work has been done here. Tms
Ort was bulit for temporary detence auring the late
War, and 18 object haviug been uccomplsiied it Las
been dismwanued,

DEFENCES OF NEW YORK CITY,

(In eharge of Lieuienant Colonel Joln Newton and
Mujors (- A. Glunore and He L. Abbot, Corps of
Engineers, )

Four BcHUYLER, EAST RIVER.—Tne modificatlons
propused on Lhis LNportant Work, wuien prowcts
the entrance to the parbor of New York through
Long lsiand sound, are of such a character as to il
1t lor the reception of Lpe Deuviest ciuds of ordnance,
Hecent lmprovemenis are Lbe completon ol em-
placeneats (or (our heavy guns on the cover fuee,
the bullding of addidonsl truverses, thickening of
parapews and the coustraction of o new baitery for
Laves slege guns of large calibre at the north end of
the covered way, 1L18 proposed to expend §100,000
in further improvements ol & ssmilar nature,

FOoBT AT WILLETI'S Pois®, East RIVEL—This
Work unites with Fort Schuyler in the deieace of
the eastérn enirance of New York narbor, ‘I'ne
operaituns lor Lhe removal ol vbstructions of navi-
gatlon at dell-Gale render 1L even more uportaut
Loun heretofore that tuis chaonel of appeoach 0
New York city and the Broogiyn Navy Yard stould
be put 1n A proper stale of de.ence, Appropriution
asked for the mext tscal year, §90,000, vurlug the
Past year an undergrouud passage from the new
uil batieries to the waler baitery, 270 leet long, bas
been compleied; the large sSworage magnaziue, ae-

slgned to contsin 260,000 pounds of powader,
together wilh 81X service magazines, nas been nearly
finished, and the parapet, containing empl Ld

for twelve leavy guns, 8o lar uuu.lplel,u& us w be
ready 1or Lus receplion ol the guos, If necessary.
Fort UoLUMBUY, GOVEHRNOR'S ISLAND.—In the
new barbette battery eight traverse magazines have
been vullt, the parapet partially constructed and
escavarons made [or the terre-plein aund for foun-
dutlons for the eighl remalning magazines. Ap-
propriation asked for, $70,000,

CASTLE WILLIAM, Boury DATTERY, GOVERNOR'S
ISLAND.—Nutnlng has been done @l thtse wWurks
during Lhe past year.

Forr Woop, BEDLOE'S IsnAND.—This work, to-
gether with those upon Governor's lsland, 18 de-
&lgned 1o close the entrance Lo the Hast and lndson
Rivers and to cover New York, purt of brooklyn aand
Jersey Oty from the bombardment of & hosiile Deed
in New York day. An oatsy of $17,000 1s required
upon it the comiug year.

Four HAMILTON.—This work 1 sitnated at the
Narrows of New 10rk harbor, upon the Long Island
suie. Untll the qasstion a8 10 whe use of lron Lo
COVEr guns can be derermuned no work 13 proposed
apun 14, o:her thao thst necessary for its preservas

ol

NEW BATTERIES NEAR Fonr HAMILTON.—These
are eartuen barbelte Lalteries exterior 1o ihe fort,
nnd constituie powerlul auxiliares to the defeuce
o the Norrows, Approprintlon asked lor tne next
Dacul yeur, $40,000,

FORT AT BaXpy Hook, N, J.—Additlenal jetties
were construcied aoving the past year, the expense
of which ($13,600) wiks delrased lrom the contingent
tund, Upon the fort proper no Work wis dooe, the
wilchmen belug the ouly force employed.

Forr Wapawortit 18 sltusted on the Staten
Isiond side of the Narrows of New York Marbor,
wod 14 4 large, casemated structure. No modilea-
tlons are propossd at preseat, and no fonds psked
oLher than lor I8 preservacon, i

Four ok Sire oF Forr TOMPKINS,.—TRI8 work
crowns the nill In rear of the open ba teries and
othier works on sStuten Island deiending the enfrance
throngh the Narrows, acts as a Leep for those
Works, and when compieted will throw a heavy lire
from & high elevation upon vessels utiempling to
pass belore 1f.  Extensive repalrs and lmprove-
ments of a mlscellaneons character have been
effected during the current year, and a8 glacis
murtar battery situated soutn of the fort completed.
Appropristion requested, $32,000,

SATTERY HupsuN, STATEN 18LAND.—This battery,
together witlh Liose on the North and South chits,
lorms & systemn of earthen barbette foruticall)ns
lying exterior 10 ¥oris ‘lompking and Wadsworin,
and brings a poweriul five to bear upon thé channel
up to and through the Narrows,
year a place bas been prepared for an additional
number ol flieep-luch guns ana LWo Service magis
zines nearly compieied. 16 18 expected that che
Baitery Hudson exteusion amd the return althe
lghthouse wil be completed and made ready lor
thewr new armament duariug the present working
Seusol.  Appropriation wsked for the pexu Hscal
year, §17,000,

Nukim AND BOUrH CLIFF DBATTERIES, STATEN
I8LaND.—~No alteratlons of lmporiance were mude
i these during the past year. ‘Toey may be (inished
Gceording to the existiug plans during the pressat
fseal year. .

FORTIFICATIONS 0¥ DELAWARE RIVER.

(In ¢harge of Lleatennuy Colonel J. 1. Kurtz, Corps
of kngioeers.)

Four MIFPLIN.—This constitutes one of the inner
line of works for the defence of Pouadelphia and
the naval eslablsiment ay League Island. Toe
appropriation asked lor the next Hscul year 18
$56,000, Wi this sum 1t 1s proposed to carry ont a
numaoer of miner Lmprovements, also to constroct
additional platforms for fitecnaneh guns snd Lo
r.;miplu&u O moriar battery for six morars south of
the {or

Forr DELAware.—This work, situated on Pea
Pateh Island, forws an importue puart of the outer
line of asfence for the Delaware River. New plate
forms and magazines lor heavy guus bave bLeen
added, aod otner extenslve mprovemeuts gre in

contempiation, Estlmated cxpeise, $i,000,

BATTERY AT FINN'S VoINT.—The continuation of
A poweriul earthern barbeite batiery for ths point,
to form the left of the outer line of defences, has
teen delayed lor want of the necessary act of
ceaslon of Jurisdiction from the Siaie of New
Jersay. This act will be obtalned the present winter
and operations pushed forward the comng season.

NEW FORT OPPOSITE FORT DELAWARE, —Measures
have been taken lor the acguisition ol the eite of
this barbette battery, and it 18 expected that active
operations will be cotmmencea o & snort Lime, Ap-
propriation asked for next flacal year, $50,000,

DEFENUES OF BALTIMORE AND WASHINGTON,

iin cnarge of Major Wililam P. Craigaul, Corps of
Eugineers,)

Four MeHgsny,—Fort McHenry forms of the
‘o ilne of defence for Baltunore and its environs,
coumands with Its fire the interior waters of
the harbor and tha chaonels of approach thereto,
A project for an exterior battery lor four guns of
whe  dwrgest ealtore has been  prepared and an
mlt;:'lupmnun Of §26,000 |8 asked lor 1t cominence-
o Lazansrro Porse, Oveosire Fort MOHENRY.—
Vils work will cross 1t fire witn that of Fort
Melleary, eonstituting one of the fuper lne of
defences of the narbor. It consists of an earthen
barbette battery for the |argest guns, The site
gelected 18 now the property of the United States,
and an appropriation of §16,000 18 asked for the
commencement of the work.

Four Canronn, BarTisore Hapson.—This work
15 situated upon the ouier Hoe of defence, It 15 &
casdemated sirugture, apnd ool methods of are
rangiog such worka shall pave been aevigeil no ox-
I:‘t.l:llt"rl Ure 18 proposed npon b other i for preser-

i N

Forr Foore, Poromac RIVER, Mp.—Thia work
forms the inner line of defence of the enannel of
approach by water to Alexandria and toe eitles of
Washingion and Georgetown, Tne projocss for its
modificatlon and the erecdon of an additional bag-
tery of the heaviest guns bave been preprred aud
arraugemens made for the purchase of the site,
Aporopriation asked for the next O8cal yoar, $26, 000,

Four WASHINUTON, Potomac RIVER, MD,—This
lort pceuples & position upon the outer line of ie.
lenoe of tie city of Washinglon, and requires
strengthening by the introduction of heavier guna,
Plaus for earthen larbette patteries uninediate)
north and south of the main work, ror the modid.
ciation of the existing witer battery, have boen pre.
pared. Approprigtion wsked for the next fseal
Jyear $26, 000,

YouT MONROE, OLD POINT CoMPORY, Va.—This
extensive work occuples ab lmportant position,
cevering the approacan to Hmnplon HKoads, the
Navy Yard at Norfolk, and the James River, During

the Pulr. year mirangements have been made 1o
adapt the work ror the reception of Reavy guns of
the IArgest size. EXTeNsIve repalrs huve beon com-
pleted und work upon the ariesian well, wiloh has
already reached a depth of M0 Ieet, I8 about to be
resumed, The present water supply 18 insomcient,
and 1t 18 lmportant, In tme of war, Lo have one
which will be certain and unfatling. An approprl-
atlon of §100,000 18 asked for the coming year,

Foir WooL, HamproN Roaps, VAa.—Tlhis ease-
mated foriress unites with Fore Monree In olosing

the pisende 19 Lamptod Koads, crossiug s lire

the |

e il lrom decerioration, and that an |

and to prepare additional sites for | with the guns from that fort. + No further work 1s

| euntempliled upon It i present.
FROM HAMPTON ROADS TO KEY WEST, FLOBIDA.
| (In chiarge of MajorQ. A. Glllmore, Corps of En-

1nesrs.)

ORT MACON,—18 located at Beaufort harbor, N. Oy

and is to be remodelled sod furnisbed with a new
[ urmument a soon 08 practicanie,

Forr UAs WELL.—This fort was constructed at the
mouth ol Cape Fear itiver, tor the defence of Wil.
mington, N, C,; but to render that clly secure an-
other work I8 needed at 1be moutn of the new inlet,
or perhips 6t Orten's Point. Pigus for the modiis
cation of Fort Caswell have been prepared, and
estimates of cost made out; bme un'i the whole
subject ol the defence of thus position can be revised
no Work 18 proposed.

Forr MoULriig, CHARLESTON, 8. O,—Operations
duriug the present year will be itmifed to the con-
Strucilon of pesitions jor chapnel-bearing guis,
Witk the requisite service magazines. An uppro-
priguon of §40,000 18 needed,

FORY BUMTER.—It 13 not proposed to arrange this
work (or casemate guns, buu Lo slope off the mound
Ol sand aud ruins so as Lo make rovm JOr &n armi-
ment of heavy guns in barbette, behind sand para-
pets, and thoroughly provided with sand Lra verses,
ﬂz'pr;ﬂmunn recommended Ior Lhis purpose,

L

"

FORT JonwsoN, CHARLEsTON, 8 C.—An appro-
priation of $5,000 I8 required 1o efect BUCH NCCES~
sary alterations and enlargements in 1he exXisng
emplacements a8 will fit them for the reception of
16-inch gunia No operations have been carried on

duriig the past year.

CABTLE PINCKNEY, CHARLESTON, 8. C.—An ap-
prigtion of $8,600 15 needed to pe upplied in repairs
ad 1 mounting guns of medlum size nvon wooden
ermnuu In he emplacements already pregureds

0 improvements miade during tne past year.

FuRT JACKSON, BAVANNAR RIVER, GA.—1Dis work
forms Lhe main delence lor the cily of bavannai,
1t 18 proposed next yeatr to repalr the masoury of
the fori, renew the mwnnune‘ re-enforos Lthe plers
and arches of the casemales, inerease thickness of
the covering mass of earih, and arcange tbe bar.
bette with appropriate traverses, &c., lor the recep-
tion of 16-1uch guns.  Appropriation asked lor next

1 year, §18,600,
FORT P'ULASKI, SAVANNAID RivEBi, GA,~This 18
the principal work for the delence of Savannah on
the outer hae. Projedls (0 Arrange its barpette
bulteries aud to coustruct platiorms [or guns of the
laigesi caliore bave been made and approved. The
uperations of the I|;urr:l\:m year will be contined to
the construction of ewpiacement for channel-bear-
Ing kung, for whicn a furtuer appropriation of
$40,000 will be neede:d.
FURT ULINCH, AMELIA IsTAND, Fromipa.—No
operations beyoud slight repairs bave been earried
on, and the projects jor ils moditication are stll
heid under advisement.
FORT MAR:ON, Br. AUGUSTINE, FLORIDA.—S1ght
repairs will be made during uhe preseul year, but
0O BEPropriRkion 18 reguesied,

DEFENCES AT KEY WEST.

(Iu eharge ol Licutensut Colonel U, E. Biont, Corps
Of Kngingers,)

Four TayLok, KBy WEST, FLORIDA.—This work
Ior the deience of the 1mportant naroor of Key
West 1s still in an untinishied condition, It 18 pro-
DPosed o compiete the advance tcowers and Lo cons
Hiract Lwo exterior baroetie patteries for heavy
guns  wilh magsgine (raverses. Appropriation
aeked for the nexi nscal year, $100,000,
Four JEVFERSON, GARDEN Koy, FLOkIDA.—No-
thing has been done during the pust year, An appro-
Priation of $aU,000 14 asked fur, W be appled e
cowplelon of the sea wall, and 1 conlinuing whe
Work on the quarters and burracks. Plans lor the
BOaptution of L8 fort to Leavy guns are stll neld
URUEr auvissiLent,

DEFENGES ON THE GULF COABT,
iIJJ eharge ol Coionel J, L. Sunpsoa, vorps of En-
neer -,
Forr PICKENS, PRENSACOLA, FLA.—This work 18
in e condiviun,  Only o 8w Necessary repairs
were mivte during the year, and no appropriation is
AL Preseut ashed (or,

FORT BARRANCAS, PENSACOLA,—IU 18 proposed to
couslder the gusstion ol the mpoditeanon of thia
WUrK with & view to the latroduction of Deavier
orinanee. No appropriatlon 18 recoinmended,

FOowr dorGa . 14 situsted at (he eastern eptrance
to Mobile Buy, 1tnns lor ita modifieation 80 48 to
adupt 1t 10 tue modern armamenta kave not yet been
prepared.  No gpecial appropristion is asked.

Fourr GAINES, MOBILE, ALA.—118 Jo1t ueeds ax-
tensive alterations to fie 1t for the reception of heavy
barbeite guns.  For e present an appropripgiioh of
but $4,000 15 usked 10r, to be expended iu Lhe pre-
BEIVALIOn 0l (he hite.

FORY ON Ba1P IBLAND, COAST oF MIssissiPrl.—
No work done during the past year, and no operi-
tons are con emplited at present beyvoud e care
and preservation of pubie property and wie prepa-
railon of projects 1or 18 moditication.
FOUTIFIUATIONS NEAR NEW ORLEANS,
In charge of Caplain J, W, Howell, vorps of Engl-
NEErs,
Four PIKE Lomsia¥a.—This fort commands the
entrance tnrough Higoiet'a pass (navigaole (o hight
driaugnt vesseis; into Lake Poncharirala. It 18 pro-
posed 1o edect Lhe necessary repairs and to place in
the curved barbecrs baitry @ number of teninen
rified guns with the proper traverses between them,
Avpropnation asked for n=xt tlacal year, §:24,000,
FURT dACOMEB.~—L'D8 passaze through tné bayou

urlng the pusc |

Chel Mentenr mto Lake Ponchartrain 18 commnunaed
by thie work. Proects for 18 alteration nave been
consinered and estimates of cost prepared, l'o put
the work mtoe the siale recommenaed by the Board of
Engineers there will be required tbe sum ol §$2i,000,

TOWER AT IROCTOBSVILLE, TOWER LD UPRES,
BATTERY LIENVENUE, LAKE BORGUE, La.—No ex-
pendiures during the past year and oone are ¢ol-
lemplaied beyond a few NeCeSHry repuirs.

FORY JACKSON.~TDI8 work ana Furt St Philip,
nearly opposile, are sitiated on the Misigsippl
River, about sixiy-five milea below New Orleans,
aod copstitute the man defences of that ety
aguinst hostle naval expeditions, Tuoe depth of
wuter througa the bayou and lakes leading to the
city will only permiy tne approach of smai vessela
gurrylog llight armameuts, The principal channel
way through which & nuval altack may ve miade 18
the Mississippl Kaver. Ou thia channel, therefore,
our defences should AS soon a8 pussibie be mude
efcient. The work at tna fort dunng the past
year conslsted in repairs to leveée and 1a care of
property, It Is proposed during the present year to
complere the unfinhed wuater battery, lor which
purpose £75,000 18 asked.

Forr S1. Painir.—No work done the past year.
Thiriy-seven thousand (ve huadred dollars, avall-
abie for work during the present year, will be ap-
plied fo the conycraction of the new buttery recoim-
mended vy tae Boatd of Engineers, Tuls amount
Wwill not pe sufllcient; and to complete all repairs,
alterations and aadivons designed by the toard
t’nT::Jrg l:'wslll be required a Iurtuer appropriv .on of

Forr LIVINgaToNE, LOUISIANA.—This barhette
WOrK 15 Bltuated af tne entrance of Baratavia Bay,
and waa inended to preveat access to Lhe city of
New Orleans vy this route, @1 the same tgie secur-
ing an anchornge for the use of our vessels of lignt
dranght. rrojects (or it8 modifleation and for the
emplacement of some large rifies and smooth bore

uns have been devised by the board of Englucera,

‘0 ecarry out the recommendations of the Hoary

there will be required sue sum of $35,000,

ON THE P CIFIC COAST,

(In_charge of Lieutenant Colonel U, 8. Stewart and
Major George H. Mendell, Corps of Engineers.)
FORT AT FORT POINT, CALIFORNIA.—T0I4 |8 one of

the prioclpal reliances for the delence of the en-

! trarce to the naroor of San Francisco through the

Golden Gaie, It 1m Etuated on tha southern side of
the channel and 1o lsrge casemated work, with
extensive exterior batteries for heavy guns and
mortars, The casemated part has been egsentially
fintshed for some years, and the purbewe basteries
ehould be pushed to completion at an early day,
Good progress was made With them the past year,
Aﬁnropnnltun now askeil for §125,000,

ORT AT LIME P'OINT.=THi8 i1ort, with fts de-
tached earthen barveite works at Polne Cavallo,
Limesione Ridge and Gravelly deach, 18 located on
tlie portnern ahore of the Golden Gate, and protecs
thie entrance to the fiarbor. When completed Lhe
extenor batteries will mount twenty-one ld-iuch
guns and four heavy mortars, ‘These guns are not
yul placed in position, but |t 18 expected That most
of them will be in the course ol ihe coming yeur.
An appropriation of §200,000 18 required.

FORT ON ALOATREZ ISLAND.—Alcatrez lsland
forms & valuable position lor the derence of the
entrance aod loper waters of the harpor of San
Francisco, 18 rocsy shores rise abrupily irom the
waler 1o a height sulllelent 1o secure the forufica-
tlons with whiel it 18 coversd against surprise; but
It 18 necessary to lniroduce guns ol lurger calibre,
for which an appropristion ol $100,000 18 asked,

BATTERIES AT POINT SAN J0sE, BAN FRANCISCO
HARBOR.—'he wood work of the batterles continues
to aeterlorate necessarily. Six 42-pounder nifed
fnnn on iron carriages are mounted i the easty
hattery. No appropristion 18 yet asked for the new
delences projecied at this point,

BATTERIES ON ANGEL ISLAND, BAN FRANCISOO
Hagrpon.—There are temporary earth works, erected
durtog the late war and are in a dilapldated condl-
tion, Two of the three Works rerain some degree
of eMatency, aud It 18 proposed to dejer the come
mencement of the permanent batieries projected Lo
replace them.

DEFENCES OF THE Morrn or ConvMmnia  RIVER,
OnrgoN.~These detences consiat of Fort Steven o
the soutn side and three detaclied earthen barbetie
bLattgries oo the north gude of the entrance. Tohey
ware bulit [or wemporary use durmg the late war,
ana require frequent repars, the revetment and
tumbers of the magazines are rotten and lalien in
many places, They should al be replaced the com-
1 year, Approprialion Now askea jor §20,000,

FORTIFICATIONS UFON THE LAKES,
{In c!ml]xu of Lieutenant volonel John Nowton,

Major John M, Wilson, and Captains U, Ly Gl les-

1e and ¥, Harwood, Uorps of Englneera, )

ot WAYNE, DETROIT, Mioin=Tms work
commands the channel, and, wWith [ts exterior bits
teries, will control the nuvigation of the Detrow
Itiver.  Plapa for remodelling 1t have been prepared
and are held under ndyisement.

Fort PORTER, NEAR BUFFALO, N. Y.—<The location
of this fort 14 an important strulegic point 1or the
defenoe of the northern lrontier,. Nothiug has been
done upon it during the year, and the plans fer
It4 reconsirugtion are withneld for further con-
Hderation.

Forr NiAGARA I8 altoated ot the mouth of the
Ningura River, nding 118 deb into Lake
Untaro, Tne extensive repulrs projected for the
liy[ull'gn}r year will require an appropristion of

i, i,

Fort ONTAMO—Protects the clty of Oswego from
U sudden attaek or coup de main, or from the levy
of i contribution by a small foree of the enemy o
Shiphourd, Tue Work now In progress here 13 the
replaciug Ly wore durable materials of the old
thnber scarp, und modifying the barbette for neavy
modern ordnanee. Appropristion asked lor the
uexi lsenl year $40,000,

Fonr MosteoMery <This work occuples an im-
portant sirategic position, and commands the en-
trance 1o Lake Champlun irom Richelien or 8t
Juhn's River, 1t 18 esssutially completed for the old
BLYIC of ArmAment, but requires eeriin changes to

naapt 16 to the modern wrallery.
DeCessury Ior i comnletion I'H.JIO. i o

NEW YORK RAILROADS.

Protection of the Pzople Against the Monopolies—
An Important Bill in the Legislature—
Propozed Appointment of a Board
of Commissioners with .

Extraordinary Powers.

The following bill was introduced in the Btate
Senute on Thursday by Mr. Adams, and appropri-
ately referred:—

AN AGT o crests s Hoard of Commissioners of Estlmate

and Control of Hallroads fn ihia btate, and to deline the
ﬁn mp‘lneua‘} the ﬁ“u.t.u' .ﬁlﬁﬂ%uﬂ nwlﬂ- l-ﬂ Senuts
and ANsem enact as followsj—

t of railroaas for this

Ui
l.im”'nti:h: ﬂhﬂg’. of llnl.ws:‘m;
ides, nry elden,
gi'om:; 2;;::1" are heruby named s the tirst commissio
BEC, oIt sinll be the duty of the oo nners created
this act 10 repreannt the rights und protect the inierests ol
& people 0/ this State; who sy require we use of any
road dolng business fo this

of Luis nct the cummissioners

§2aa, a4 aay iams thay oF £
an or i

enter on tu"n pmmu.{ or it

uny doing
the books wnd aocounts
unier cath, the oficers, agents
peny or
sucl eompany, or
in the property o
sloners eg
eanuition of such company o all
"f"{;o'“dh’ or the indabledness of
i t

such company, and
N8 whatsoever pertuining to or eounecied with she
lores ds or trol of suoch

L8
ne perfectly wiid ns 1f suid wers
themseives the notanl owners and managers of the properiy
belooging Lo or opersted by such compaay.

BEC. 4.— 1 he cominissloners created by thisa ot shall have
power, and | ghull be u part of their duty, lo fix Lhe amount
ol Lhe capital stock snd d inieb of ailraliroad
companivs doing business in this Siate; vul o no case wball
the muount of suzh stock and bonds, whoo sv tu-m be per-
miited Lo excesd the par vaiue of the smount levied on and
wetuully pald into the treasury of sueh company oy the stock
Bild ond  hoiders, severally, of such compuny,
Bid wo  such noy ? rates
on  vasseuger trivel,  or tolla om freight traos-
purtod over any ralliosd In thiy Btate, or in any manner
whatever tax tie people of this Stals requiring the une of such
road, o pay Interest or dividends on uny boods, & aun-
Lraol OF uther evicence of lndebledness ur agreswent ol such
company, unless (s full par vaiue was in good fnita paid into
the troasury of Lhe compuny {ssuing tbe same, by the person
O pariy W whom such evidence was given; nor suall com-
merce or travel heroafter be wxed by kny rallrond company
doing bustuess in Lhis Stale, (o pay interest or dividends oo
uny of the bonds or stoek o wuch company, wor coniract or
ALTEEIENL O/ WUCH COLpANY, Whicn Was ITRUIUlenty lseued
by woy uilcer or agent 0l such company, or which was 1ssned
Ly such compnny Lo reproseut the surpius earnings ol tae
roind of sucn company, which sartiogs have been or ars
cluimad to have been, expended on the properties ol such
COm DDy,

Bl L—When in the jud t of the

crentod by 1ois act (he rates on paRscnger travel or Lolls on
Freighl Wanspuited over any talirosd doing business o this
Btate wre decmed o be w.just or opuressive on the people
e uiring sho use of suea road, or whenever tho ollicérs or
REEHES 00 RUY COMPany revrosenting any such road wre wo-
toreualy corrupt 1 the munsgement of the properiyy which
Bl company represenis, orf when sulimole Rod coavanient
BECUMIMY ebond wre nob Turolsaed the puulie requiriog tue
s 0F sueh road, then sald commisgionsrs may, on the ap
poleaddun i whirlesn reputabie citizeus of Liis State, reduce
wod caiabiiah the rales which auonh comypany may clnrgs anid
cuilect tur Wrnnsparting parsuns or properiy over any portion
of wucn Fosd and sy commbagloners are here.y clothed
wiih power w detecmioe the kinl of secommotdutions
wilch wd sueh comyunies dolng busiuess in this Stus
abil provide Lor the pubbe requiring the use o/ such rosds,
Al e e and manoer of rapuing all tralng over sucl
romds, miid il tuligs waatsoever teedel or reguired o pros
mule the couvontonce unl welfure of the pulnle requirin,

the une of sues rosds; and io case of refusal or negiect o

By Faliroal company dolog business 1o this State W comply
with the rates esusclisbied or the rules and regolations lwd
dowa by said commisaloners, oF 10 correct the abuses com-
pluasd of, they sald commissioners nre furtaer autborized

em | I nod directed Lo take p of tho rat rond
uwaed or operalee by the cumpany so Dll'cnuln“. und all the
bButks, properiy und fr I | : to or
conueciel wWith the company owning or opersting wuch road,
it wadd louers iy sinploy ageots, (0r comnpenss-
von, to operae  sueb  roxd  for' toe  convealence
of  the pusde requiring the use of the same;
and ) the smounts recelved for the use of such
rosd are anfleient they shall be disposed of n
e o lowiig manner i—irst, W pay the sxpenses ineurred
in the seizing and taking powsesslon of anch ralicond oy snon
COMNISKOUErS, ADH LLiE BXpEN-88 NECOHSArY Lo operate Rod
ey suen road In prover répalr; seconid, to pay such just
denan.s as way be owistanuing aml wue agalnss such com-
pauy § third, to pay the amonnt of inlerest —— speciliod,
hnd Ak suca Uimes and pinces as the sontract r:umru « 0N the
outsianing bonds ol such o s PrOvIY Ly L
Lhe fub par vaue of sueh bouus bad beep acltually and in
wood (wity paid into the reasury of the company lesuing the
samao, or I such (ul wmount bes not been so actually pald,
then W pay io.erest at Lue rate spedilied in the bonds oo the
DIROUNE W ki i by sucn for such bonds,
such iniervst Lo n: paid  unill ciberwise provided poo

ruts oo ull onug  outstaniing  aguinst  such
company, and wlso to  proviie w &log  fund
for tus ment of the principal of wuch bonds

Lo the wmonil actaally recelved by such company foF such
booda; fourid, 10 pay dividends oo the stock of such come
Pauy Bt the raie of elgut l‘\u Cent per Annum, L0 an kmount
e Lo tie par valus ol the wmount wilen had been ievied
un and aetiusily pald l0Lo the treasury of such company Ly
the slockhulders ol such compauy, sod Do more; 0 0
krep such wn nmonnt oo heod s s lkely o be nqulnd
— Lhe ¥ I I by the man-
agmnent oL such roa l, and suoh Jjust demands as muy
e uutwiandin ; and rah.lna dus agminsl suoh company ; and
It maull be tue nu:iy of sald cummisiouers 0 pay, oo Lbe
nret vay of Muy aod November of each yewr, into the U'reas-
ury ol this state, lor the use aod benesit ol Lbe people tisreod,
Al otber sums anid smouota heid by sa AIUTIEr,
which sums or kmuunis were decived from the earnioys ur
recoipls of such romd.

B, B,—Notuing in this met shall be coostrued as com-
peling toe bowrd ol C hereby CRGELEDT]
any ubligatious of any raliroad company, wuled obilgations
wele ssued Lorough lrand, or of T ad company
WS Fos i, Mader propar sod judicious maoagement, can-
uot enrn & suliclent amovnt o pay sl just claims arising
vk ul itm o nud ans i, aod miso & suidicieat
sum to pay lair rates of fotereat or divifends on its actunl
cost of gonsiruction and equipment; but this act shall be
cotstrued wi'conlerring on Loe board bereby created all the
power wilen the Legislature of thia State can conier on any

ursol, biay oF board to protect the rigits ana o

eresis Of the people against traad In raliroad manage-
meént in this  Btale, and Lo prevent sny eucroaca-
meuts on the rights of the people by rallroad companies,
to prevenot the eatsol of rul i poll wor-
rect abuses growing out of ralirosd meoagemedt, o see Lhat
il Auch roads in tius Btate wre mansged sod operated lor

Wenile use, piad Lo protect iravel aod cummerce (rom being

weil fur the uem 01 raliroads 1o this State L0 pay interedt or
dividends on caplial never motually expeoal eldiar fu the
copstruotion or equipment of sueh roads.

X All nets or paris of acts permitting an Incresss of
the capitul soos or bonded | 4 al mny rall d
company doing busiuess in this state, beyond an smount
equal to Loe par value of wolch was levied on and actually
Paaiil 10ko Lo trensury of the compuny issuing tue same, and
il wots or paicts of sots which permit or aliow oy raliroad
cumpaiy 0 pay Intereat of dividends on any coutract
of apreement  of  such company, the par wvalue
of  wulth  wal  not  sctuslly aid into the
treasury of snch company for ita use and beneflt by the per-
ROl OF pariy to wuom § coptract or agrésmont was
Issund, «re heroby repealod; and herealler oo ruliroad com-
pany doing business in (i Stute shall declure or pay, or tax
comerve oF travel 10 pay, interest or divideads amounting
10 more thikn elghit per cent per arsum on any stock, boous
or other evidence ul lndebledness or sgreement of such com-
1y ; and uo ralross company doing business in this Stats
Aba iter Jovy: rates on passsnger iravel or tols on
Trelht irsnsported ovor ite road, or in aoy manner whatever
AL cothmerce or travel (0 pay interest or dividends on s
greaier amount than  has been actually and in good rsith ex-
pende | by sueh company eituer in the construgilon or equip-
ment of Wie road represented.

Bi0. 8,—8aid Gommissioners of Estimate and Control of
Ralironas in tho Siie of New York wre hersby empowered
10 padminister osths or alirmations, and 1o send tor persons
and pupers, and to compel the atiendance of winesses at
menking ul‘ tueir bonru, or before them weparately, and for
tuat purpose o majorily of thew may sppoint o sergesnt-at-
arms to seld board, who shail be clotbed with power to en-
foree all arders o decraes of said bonrd,

HEO, 9—The commissioners hereoy created shall make a
Tull and complete report 0i il business dooe by Lhalr B
for each yeur, ending on the Slat day of October, which report
shull ve preseated b‘{. said oommissiouers 1o the Leglslature
of thik Staie on or belore the 10tn day of Jenuary of each
sucercaing year; and sald 1! sbull wppoiny one
of their owmber 10 wol as presilent aod another to
mot a4 treasurer of sald board, and said comunissioners
may a0 sppolut & person, not & member of asid bonrd, w
act an secretary of such board; and sala bowrd shall bave a
sesl of ofice, ko Impreasion m‘ whioh shall be atischied to
ull official papers with the b of said board |
and said board shall have power 1o _smpioy as many ollicers,
mgentsy clerks or Inborers a8 may be nocessary Lo carcy this
wot inlo full efteci; and sald commissioners are nutho-
rzen tu provide toemseives with all the ofices -nLd property
uecessary (or the con tr of their a8
Fich commismoners; and the salary of sald comminsioners
#b i be pfbiNveasy ver annum (or their services us suon
comisiasloners: and, until otberwise provided, sald o.mmia-
wouers shall determine the salary or wages of all persons,
otber than themsel necessary o carry this set inlo Tull
forae, uperation and sffcot.

BLO. IL=The eommissioners created by this act, and thelr
wuecesiurs, ahall give’ booos sstelactory to the Comptroder
of tls state Jor the faikhiul and hooest performance of the
duties heraby fmposed on and trusts conlided to sald com-
missivnerd, the mwount of such Londs or sureties to be the
wiin of HI06,000 for esch of said oummissioners sod (hewr
succesnore.

i, 11, —In case of vacancy, caused by death, resignation
or ability to serve, o for any resson whatever to perform
toe doties hereby imposed on the 1 M named in
Lhe nist section of 1bis sot, or any part of them, then 14 shall
be (e duty of the Legisiatire to hold & jolnt mesting of the
Benate and Assembly of this State, o the Assembly Cham-
ber of this Btate, and at noon oo the third Wedneaday of Jan-
nary o ench year, when sach vacancy is found 1o exis, to
oast their voies rive voor LoF Buch parson or persons as they,
in their Judgment, shiall wee 0L o 11l the vacanoy than axist
ing, aud ine person oF personas recelving the greatest num
of voles alall be declired daly alected to 01l such vacaney,

S, B The terms of office of the commiasioners heraby
named ahall bo for one, two, thras, four wod nvs years, to bo
determined by lot or otherwine, aa they or a majoriy of
thein Aoall delermine, and Any commissionsr heresfier
elrcted to ol & vaeaooy in such board shall hoid his ollice as
mauclh commissioner Jor the ncespired term of the commin-
sloner whose offies hé s siected to ull; snd all other commis-
siouers wliall Le slected in the manner provided for filling
yacaocies, and shall be elected for the tarm of five years |
but 1n po ease shail any such sommissloner revelve comosn-
sation for hin wervices except from mod sfier the date on
which he commences (o perform the dutles of such com-
minsdoner. f.

Bew, 14.—~No hereby or bis mnocoes-
wore aball be personally interested, directiy or Indireciy, in

¥ stock, bonds, or mnant u!‘ﬂ?l‘l’ﬂll’ onupng do-
ﬂ bunineas In Lo le Stae, and any wilful deralletion of ng:

ol trust or enllusion with any sueh company, s o
cors gr ngenis whataoever, upon the part of such eom-
misatoner, shall be dee u felony and ba
teiture to the Btate of ihe amount of the bon
siuner w0 ot euding and by 1mpr ong of tha Biaie
Frisons of this Staie for & term not less than five years; and
for any wiliul vialation of duty or betrayal of trust by any
offieer, ageat, clerk of employe of such commissioners, the
0 80 oifending uball be deemad as having commitled &
wiamy mod be puniabed by noe or Imprisoament, or both, st
the discretion ol the Col Judge, of of ooe o LY
of the Bupreme Court of this Siate reslding 1o or hoiding
Court In Lhe connty where such ofence waa a?n ted | but
n no case shall such fos exceed Lbe sum of §10,000, or suc
-mmﬂ;‘:m oarg in one of the penitentinries or Bisle
L kil

8P, M.~ W lien any raliroad company originally reprasent-
ing & ratirond under the b u&’ control of the
bodra heraby ereated shall deairs In good faith 1o ;a‘..ln tako
pussossion of such rosd, and wheno sald company shall fin
evidence of its intention in good faith to wm:l! with all the
in of wald then It aball bo the duty of ssid
bored to purrender baok e proparties and franchises
orlfjmul] owned or haid by such company, and at sueh tme
I b

BR. T.—

any
mhed by for-
of the commis-

15 Toe pomession of suid oard, upon aid sompasy paring

boara by reason of the seizare of fhe property of sald eom
8K, 15 —After the Dassage of this aot no rafiroad

dolug busioess In this Sinie ahall part with monm

make any sonirect for e, erpendiuiie of the ManSYs of

nlh.:::m or . u%r m'm‘ m:n

obtaining tha conssnt th ot the aal hereby
8u0. 16, —TIn order to obiatn the ¥ to organt

herepy crewted in complete working con-

the

Com aball loto the treasur,
of this Biale, on the firsy ﬁy% mmmn the uuul':
of tbis wch, & sum in money equal o three und cne
:ﬁr::rm:mt of the gross earnings or lha:.! roud for
of the New 'l'ark“nd Hariem, 09" Resessiser

Rallway Uompany siall exch respectively pay,

aud place nbove fied for

llwp\ ork Uuuﬂd Hm"m bmhl Iﬂl.l..:cﬂ;gr:h:
sum 10 monty wmounting to lwo pér cent of the cross earn-

inga of the roads such com; reprosent ; and th

treasurer of this State shal n:l"m ol monys pu.ls
into the trewpury of this Biate 8l warranw or drafis migned
by “"n et m: kned by the treasurer of Lhe

by created.

BEQ. I.?-nAll acte or purts of acis inconsistent with this

:l are hmnf‘;'-%?.ﬁ-?” WOklina o m
BE0. 18.—This acs shall take eToot immediately.

JAMAICA,
The Mail Hur:l:: with N:;w York—Suiclde
of m C t from Jadai

KixagsTon, Feb, 8, 1872
The government of this laland advertises for pro-
posaia for the performance of o monthly mail ser-
vice by steamers between Jamalcs and New York.
A taple of the freight and passenger trafic for whe
lagt eleven months of 1871 is appended Lo the ad-

vertisement, ‘Tne Postmaster General has con.
tracted with the Royal Mml Company for n mail
service between this 1sland and Honduras,
commenclng nexi month,

Tne Rev., Mr. Rosenfeldt, & convert from Judaism,
who was sent out here by a soclety lor the propa.
gutlon of Onhrisiian knowledge wmong the Jews,
committed aulclue a: us lodgwngs, He left a leiter
upon his dressing table addressed to the Bisnop of
Kingston declaring that he had been driven to the
Act becanse others were Conspiring agalnst him,
but that he died in the fall beller of the truth of
Christianity. Afer making provislon lor his wile,
Wao 18 now In Germany, he left the balance of bis
eslate to pe used in ald of the conversion of whe
Jews, The death ol this gentleman produced & pro.
found sensasion in Kingston, particulurly among
the Jews, who were ol opinion, belore Mr, Losei.
feldt's letier was read, tost he had renounced
Goristianity,

THE BAXTER STREET FIRE,

James Cassen, the owncr of the bullidings Nos,
8, 0, 11 and 13 Baxter street, which were conyamed
on Wednesday mght, has suffered a loss of £8,000
by the accident, The first and second foors of No.
11 were occupled by E. B. Valeutine, n mowder,
who sastaloed a loss of about three thousand

doliars and was not insured, The oasement was
oceupied by Frauk Moors, a buX mauulacturer, who
lusi $ov0.  No lnsurance,
THE THIRD FLOOR,

which was occupied as o lan manofactory, was
damaged $1,600, No wsurance, The lourth soor
wos vdeupied by Napoleon Jenkias, who susiained
o loss o1 $1,600, No lnsurance, The tith door was
occupled by Willlams & Co., turners, wio lost prop-
ervy to tne amount of 1,600, They were in-
sured for $1,000 1n the St. Nichos ana Andes
compantes, Toesixth floor was occapied oy Guorge
W. Fergudon, who @150 ocoupied tue second apd
8ixth foors of No. @ Baxier sireet, Thid firm lost
$4,000, but were losured Ior thabt &mount fu Lhe
Williamsburg Uity, Ana, of Huruord, ana Lalayette
coinpanies. The pasement and first foor of No, ¢
were occupled by Fischer & Carpenter, moulding
muutigeturers, who sustained a lo-s of $2,000, sud
were insured for $L,000 in the Franklin, ol 1'hla-
deiphia. Toe vnird and fourth flvors were occupled
by Mr. Banahan, moulding manulacturer, who lost
siuua; no insurance, ‘'he Hih toor was ovcupled
by T. liebel, moulding manofaciurer, wio lust
sl;aono. but was not wnsured. Tals building, No. 8,
w

TOTALLY DESTROYED,

and was not Insured. No. 7 Baxier street, & two
story irame bullding, the property of James
Kenedy, wus dumaged to the extent of $1,500, and
insured for that amountin tie Norih River Insur-
ance Company. The stuck in the place wWas dum-

d  $600 aod not insured. No.o 1S in the same
sireet, the properiy of James Cassen, was only
alightly damaged, and the lphablinuts were put Lo
only elight iInconvenience, In the rear of No. 9 a
four stury brick building, belonging to Cazsen, was
damaged to the extent of $4,000 and nol Insured,
‘Tne occupants of tois bullding saMered damage Lo
the extent of $1,000, and the only wnsurance held
Was by Siith & Co., who were usured lor $1,600
the Andes and Royal lpsurance Companles,

THE OIESEI ARBON CASE,

A Further (ounfesslon,

Cieskl, the proprietor of the house In East Nixty.
second sireet, made & fartber conlession yesterday
to ine Fire Marshal of lus connection with Jones,
- who 18 accused with baving set fire to that and sev-
eral otnee plales, The following is the confession
whieh UfMcer Relnisch translated, under oatn, to

the Fire Marshal:—When tbe fire occurred n 10
Ciinton sireet on the 26¢n of March, 1871, anthony
0O, Junesa sent me and my family up to idaverstraw
and during my absence set fire to the store. 1 was
ihen wsured for $500 and recelved a check lor $400
FOR MY LOSS .
from the company, which Jonesa weat and cashed
tor me and then deducted his share lor nis troubie,
Alter the fire | moved to Morris avenue, Eilzabeth,
N. J., where Jones procured $1,000 insurance for
me, und ou the 4L of July, 15871, he sent me and my
fumlly over lo New York to view the fire works at
the Ciiy Hall, and in my absence be fired the place,
He when received a check for §600, with wihlcn he
did the same way as before. [ then moved to 100
Princ¢e street, but 1 resided ‘on the coruer of North
Fourth and Fourth streets, Wullamsborg, Jones
came there one day In Novomber, 1871, and sent us
al IWB[!'. Whoen we were goue he set fre to this
place also,

1 WAS INSURED

there for $1,000 ana receivea cn settling with the in-
surance company & check tor $500, whnich was
cashed by Jones, who took his snare Lhis Lime in the
same manner s before; sones told me, not long
Eince, that 1 December last o fire occurred In a
lounge manufactory In Eldridge street, between
Canal and Hester; this place had been occupied by
& country man of his, whose name I don't know, but
Jones told me that he induced this man to take o
bookkeeper for & few days, then go to Pnliadelpala,
and while he was there Joned promised to set fre to
the honse tor bim, which he told me he did at two
¢’clock In the morning.

‘The career of Jones as an incendiary Iy having
more hght thrown upon It every day, and there 18
no douot that tne Marshal will have more coms
pualnes sgainst him before this case 18 ended.

CUPID'S PRANKS IN NEWARK.

One More Elopement=A Firemnrna Who Wounld
Not Bewnre of the Widows=A Broken En-
gngement.

Newark has a brace of social sensations again,
The Fifth ward 18 all agog over the elopement a
few daya ngo of one Charles Pell, *a fire Iaddie,"
with Mra. LucindajFredericks, widow of n deceaded
member of the same nre company to which Pell be-
longed. It appears that durlng Mr. Frederick’s il
ness, MNve or glx months ago, Pell was his

most assldnons attendant, and on all sides
was commended a3 a model of Kkind.
hearted fellows. His attentions, nor those
of the ‘modical men, however, IJalled to

save poor Frederick from going ube way of all fleah.
He dled leaving his widow with three young
children. Pell continued his visits, and for a time
they were regarded by the neighbors 08 simply s

conunuance of nis kind offices to his dead friend’s
bereaved ones, At length cerialn circumstances
took place which Induced considerable tongoe
wag| . Pell'a wile became alarmed and Im-
plored nim to discontinue his visita to the widow,
04 the neighbors were full of the subjeol and con-
tinually talking about it. He heeded her not, but
coutinued 1o dely the gossips. Lasc Monaay came
THE DENOURMENT.

A carriage was observed Lo drive up In front of
Mrs, Fredericks' house, No. 71 Prospect street, and
presently down catno Ille widow, with ber trunk
and youngest chiil,  Bne drove to the Chestnus
gtreet depot. The same day fire laddie Pell disap-
peared In like manoer. Hoon after & letler wns re-
celved by the witow's relatives stating that she had
lelt Newark for good, and desired them to dispuse
of her furnitare and to take care of her remaining
children. Mra. Pell also recelved a letter from her
husband, stating that he, too, had seen the last of
Newark. He L been o business win his brother,
& grocer, corner of Union and Ferry streets, and, 1t
18 sald, relieved the latter ol conslderable réachaple
funds, Mrs, Fredericks I8 & brunette of about
twenty-seven, and by no means as fine a looking
Woman as Mra. Pell. I'he last heard ol the elopera
was that they were in the viclnity of Bomerville, In
Somersel county.

i

TR FOURTH
nas it story likewise about man's perfidy. A young
lady of Commerce sireey named Lucy, nearly re-
Inted to one of the City Fathers, was engagcd m
natty youth of the ward named Johnny. le
told her that he was in receipt of $40 per week, aad
her with a diamond ring, Which ne sald
cost over one hundred dollars. The marriage
diy was fet, the wedding (rousseat prepared and
eum“%ng t'l'"“m 1'?1:' the mmona'; mln tho
meautime, however, roved
Johnny's $40 per week dwinaled down 10 ??'i'ﬁ
el Sy LoUNTateh up the
sensinie mirl, Lu
Bllght l‘nﬁurl’u of her heart and leok elsewhere for
& llie companion.

ELEOTION OF A TREASURER FOR RHODE
" IFLAND,

ProvipENcE, Feb. 16, 1872,

Goneral Treasaror by he Geueral Assomoly to fil s
YACARGY chysed by depily - :

IMPORTANT DECISION IN BANKRUPTCY.

The Boston, “Hartford and Erie Raflway Come
pany—Question of Priority of Jurisdiction.

In the month of October, 1870, Mr. Seth Adams, &
creaitor of the Boston, Hartlord and Erie Railroad
Company, filed, 1a the United States District Court
Tor the District of Massaciusetts, a petition, which
stated that the railroad company had committed
acts of bankrupley, The peution praved uiat the
company might be adjudicated a bankrupt, James
Alden, another creditor of tne company, also pre-
sented, on the 20th of Decemoer, 1870, a petition,
substantially the same a8 tout of Mr., Adams, %o the
United Siates Distriet Court for the District of Con-
necticut; and on lhe 31st ol December, 1870, Mr.
Alden presented a petition to the Unived Stated Dis-
trict Court for the Bouiliern District of New York,
praying the Court to adjudge the Bostou, Hartiord
and Erle Rallroad Company a bankrupt, The com-
pany put in answers to these petittons and resisted
their applications, .

While the petitions were pending Seth Adams
made application, bota In New York and Con.
neoticut, for leave to Interveae and opposa the ap-
plications which had Leen mgds in those.districts
to throw the company into baunkruptey. On tha
28th or Febrnary, 1871, the comnpany withdrew its
answer and objectlon In eacn of tne sald courts, and
on the @d of March, 1871, e company was adju-
dicated vonkrupt in Maossacnuseits, the District
Court of which lssued Its warrant Lo the Mamshal of
the district, in accordance with such adjudicasion.
‘Tnis decree was ahown Lo the District Uourt of Con-
necticul not to have been dismissed. The Clreuls
Court thereupon proceeded upon the (acts alleged
§n the petitlon, which were not disputed, to alrect
that all furtber proceedings in the District Court of
Connectiout be stayed, so that tne District Court of
Mussachuseits might subsequently exerciso ex
clusive jurisdietion lor Lle closiog of the
estale and the distribution of the game among the
credivors of the rullredd Company.

‘he slmiar pelition ol Mr. seth Adams was
heard fu the District Court lor the Souchern Dis-
trict of New York February 21 1871, sod two 8
luier that Court decided thal Adsms nad vo stand-
1ng in Uourt at thol stage of the case, prior W sn
adjudication of bankrapiey, aud sl ue be 00 per-
miited Lo Imtervene 10 reslst ur Bliy e proceed
pending 1 this Aistrict: but tne vourt, on e applt-
cation of Mr, Agamis’ counsel, pecuntied & reargu-
ment of the case, And this was uedra Maron 5, 1871,
Counsel for Adsius, susdaidiog 08 olaun to ingsr-
veue, read lu evidence (he decrew ol Lhe Massacnn-
Belts Distriet Court  sdjudlcatng the ralroad
company bankrupl. Again tie yourt relused to
ullow Adams Lo intervene. Alter the company had
withdrawn lis answer to the petition or Aldew, an
order or decree adjudging tne company uvankrups
was deltversd to the District Juoge, OQ March 1 pe
signed tos decree, but retained it ln Nis possedsion
untl ailer toe reargumess, wilhoul nouce Lo elkber
of tne parties or Lheir altorneys or 1w tie Olerk of
the Yvurt of the fuct of such sigoing. Tne Dusirict
Judge endorsea upon this decres taé words, “Filed
Maren 1, 1871 5. B On deayng the said applicas
uon ol Seth Adams afier tne reargawent tne Dis-
triet Jugge muue al aanouncement o. these facts
in open vourt, and dellvered tue order adjodleaung
the company u bankrupt to counsel for alien, tho
1?euum.nu.ur creditor, and this was aunded vy him to

he Clerk ol the Uours, upen Liue records of whieh 1%
wis eatered,

Unaer these elrcumstances Mr, Seth Adams pe-
titloned the Cireuit Qourl lor @ review and & rever-
sal of the proceedings in ihe Listrico Gourt, aod for
o stay of all proceediogs 1 DALKFUPLOY wIalnst Lhe
com pany lu what Court.

Judge Woodrud yesterday, lo the United Siates
Cirewit Coort, gave & lengiboned decision in tue
above case, Hesays:—

‘I, is nos only wiliv but unreasonable 1o continug
Pproceedings in mote thun oue ulsiriet, aud Lie case
18 emunently progoer lor Lue application of tde gen-
eral rule 1 Courts ol equity or co-ordinate juris-
diction, tnal when one has lirst obtained urigdice
tion o1 the subject watler, aod ol e pariles, other
Coorts should stay thewr bhaods, sud allow sach
Coures 1o carry the procesdiugs o & consWMmMAalon
and final disposition of the muller in quesilon.
All  these and, perbaps, other lke con-
suderations  weré sugeesied iu the oplnion
dellvered on the 1eview bad 10 Copnecil-
cus, Nothing 18, 1 ihnk, more cerlan
ceriadn than siat Congress, lu enacting the Bank-
rupt law, did not contemplate any such e
uon; and | deem wequally ceriain that nothing
in 164 provisions produces aly Aucl necessary re-
gulk,  The several district courts of i1he United
States are not acting unuer authonty derved from
separale soverelgniies; they are nol Auministering
ﬂs&amm Ayatems of laws; tiley are not with
u duly Lo aford afecl.al prowectivn Lo the residents
within thewr local jursaienicn, all which circom-
stances lead to conflics ol jurisdiction belween iri-
bunals of differeny Slates aud operata 10 secure un-
egual resulls among parties interested but residl
in aiferent Siuates. ‘Lo (USLHiCL cOUTiS 4ot LY one
authority; they execute Loe sume law: each in the
adminlsiratiou of whe estate ol & bankrupt wil do
precisely what each ouber district court will do,
governed by the same rules and to the same
end, In the opinlon referred to the Bankrupt
law was examined, and ihe general orders in mﬁ
ruptey maae by toe Supreme Court were considered
to ascertain, first, wheiner suci musk
necessarily, 11 beguu, be continued la more than
one distriet court; Al not, then which districs eourt
ahould be deemed to uuve priority of jurisdiction
and be permitted to go on and compiete the ad-
munlstration; and, toally, i the bankrupt, with a
view Lo hinder and embarrass tue winaiog up
e affairs, atood by stiently or colluding with one
or more ul the parties, to produce such embarrass-
ment, wogld not take uny medsures Lo prevent the
sction of eltber Court, nor call to Lie attention of
either the [act that prior procoedings were pending

in another districs, can the creditor bring the
matier to the atention of the Court, and that
the ty comumenced be

T s ] .y
st.unf!: ih order Lo avold Lhe expeuse, embarrass-
meut and Mtigation abous to arise, o the prejudice
of creditors, and to the wasié of the Iund which
creditors have a right to share. The Cours did not
afirm the brosd propo-ition that whenever a
creditor flied a petition ugainst bis debtor for a de-
cree declaring sucn debtor & bankrupt any other
credltor was at liberty and as ol course Lo appear
and cinim & right to oppose suen adjudication; bus
1t waa held thut the Coart was nol hindered from
entertalning the applicanon for leave to oppose by
rigid techmical rules governing sctiuns ak law inter-
partes, and that cuses might exist in whnich a
creditor should be heard, an«d on suHiclent froumll
his iotervention might propeny be efective. 1t
was accordingly neid that, It appeary w0
the District Court 1o Uonnecticat, on the
petition of Seth Adams, that he ‘was
ihe petitionin, ereditor In  the  District
Court of Massachussetts, that Nis pelliion was there
filed on vne 21st o) Oclober, 1870; that the pelion in
Connecticnt was ied on the 28th of December, 1870,
and the Lisirict Gourt for the District of Massachus-
petts had, on the 2d oi March, 1571, aecreed the com-
pany & bankrupt, and lssued Lis warrant to the mar-
#hal 88 required by the act of Congress, the District
Court of Connecitlcul ooght to have received tne
peutions of the sald Seth Adams and stayed 18 fur
ther proceeding. The only question which is open
whether the Dstrics Court of Massaniins-
setls snould be accorded, either us matter of State
right or in conformity to the provisions of courts of
equity having co-ordinate jurisdiciion above re-
ierred Lo, Lhe same priority of jurisdicilon over the
District Jourt tor the soutnern district ol New York
which was yielded by the Court for Connectiout,
The Judge goes on Lo say:—in the progress of
roceedings In bankruplcy and in procecdiogs in
ormil sufta, both at lawand b equity, It 18 com-
mon practice for a Jurige to receive e Papers, on a
mntion or on & final hearing, for cousideration, I
1s not to be heid that If on such consideration he
should 1n the Nrst instance, ln the privacy of his
chambers or in his library, set hi8 hana to the
torm of an order or decree, Nia power over the sub-
ct I8 1pse saoio gone and that act 18 floal. * * »
he Judge says:—I bave no hesitailon lo saying thas
the draft oi an order, thongn signed, remainiog 1o
the sole possession and knowledgze of the Judge,
whether Ior the purpose ol [urttier consideravion or
for any other reason, i subject 1o ils coutrol, It
nnt final so as to conclude him, and untd It 18
some manner notifled to the Clerk of the Court or
to one of the parties, In such wee that
his decigion can properly be said to be promulgated
or anuounced 1t conclndes no vne, The resnil l4 wnag
there 1s nothing in the case preéseuted u s
review which withdraws 1t irom the operation of
the decision hereioiore made, a8 above \
the districl ol Connecticnt, have no doubt of the
power of the Cours to make such order n as
may best secure all luteiests, and, 1If the Iucts
occurring are not admitted, 10 Make & Proper in.
quiry Lo aecertain them. 1L will be sufcieni to re.
verso all proceedings subsequent to or founded
upon the gjudication of bankrupLoy and stay ail
fursuer pl%oeadlm In e District Jourt.

Tomps POLICE COURT.

A A

A Vendor of Ind t P Onptored=4
Thief of Time.
Wednesday afiernoon Detectives Clapp and

Heldelverg, of the Oentral ofMce, made application
to Judge Hogan, ai the Tomba Police Cours, for a

arrant of arrest against Adolph Beer, who haa for
: lopg nme past been puhulmnp( obscene liternture

and picturen at Nos, 863 and 365 Bowery, The warrant
was granted, and yesterday moraing the omcers
madeo s descent on the promises and fouand Beer in

the act ol MOUNIINg & DUMbEr O PICLUres, pPrepara-

tory to sending them out for sale. ‘Tne whole slock

anda fixtures, consisuing of about 5,000 piciures and

fifleen apparatescs were couniscated, aud Beer him-

solf taken to the Tombs, where Juadge (T

mitted ham to answer mn defanlt of §1,000 bl
RENNEHAN ON “TIMB,"

During the fire in Baxter street Wednesday night
Mr. James Dunn was quielly looking on wien he
feir some persod tugging at his waten enain.  Tarne
ing aboul he saw Dennis Heutenan and anouhes
PArty having pold of the waten, and 83 quick a8
thought he caught hold of the \wo aud eriea for
fsslalance, but the unkMwn party soccesjed 1n
making his esoape, Hennchan wad given over to
Gn oificer, who locked him up Ul yesterany morns
Ing, wnen dudge Hogan gave him & tearng, and 10

delmult of the Decessary seciurity for (WLED penrs §
\ Rlce consigned bim to u cell below, »
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