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Senator William B. Woodin is a member c

of the Senate Judiciary Committee, which is ^
wasting its time in hearing long arguments on r
the bill to repeal the Eric Classification act p
and to provide for a fair election of directors, T
and thus risking the defeat of that measure by f|
unnecessary delay. Unlc6B the bill shall be j
speedily reported it will be believed that D
undue influences are at work to induce the n
committee to smother it, or, at least, to play t
into the hands of the "Eng"* by driving it to r
the end of the session. Is Senator Woodin 0

willing to accept the odium of this position ? r

Gold Went Off to 100$ yesterday, on a ^
dinner market for American securities in Lon- 8

don, where the Herald's report of ex-SecretarySeward's opinions about the Alabama t
claims had a cheering influence upon the c

money market. e

Senator L. L. Lewis, of the Senate Judi- 1

clary Committee, is one of those responsible (

for the suspicious manner in which the report '

on that bill haB been delayed. The people are '

.l . ii.. .» ik. f.;n; ._
ware mm lUC uujrn UI mc uuc i\iu^ IB III

induce the Judiciary Committee not to report
it until tbe session is so far advanced as to

render its defeat possible. Senator Lewis iB

sharp enough to understand this game. Will
tieoppose it, or will be place himself under tbe

suspicion of being a party to tbe trick ?

A Question of Importance..According to

bur despatch from Kichmond thousands of
colored operatives employed by the tobacco

^manufacturers of Virginia and North Carolina
pre standing idle because the Ways and Means
It'ommittee in Congress has not arrived at a

(uniform tax to be levied on tobacco. Cannot
the gentlemen at tbe Capitol hurry up, and
thus stop the mouths of these thirty-thousand
bcgrocs?

Senator Jacob Uakdenburuii, of the SenateJudiciary Committee, is supposed to be an
Hrle man; but he is strictly honorable and
lair. Although he may vote against the bill
to repeal the Erie Classification act, he will
pot lend himself to the disgraceful trick of
jty||£{iog ths report of the coau&itiee.

NEW TO
Railway* mm Hallway Law*.Have W* a

Road la the Paelle f-Kvll LeiUlailoB
Bearing Evil' Frail.
Congress must make up its mind to a

definite and logical policy on the railway
question. We have what the Germans might
call a swannery of bills before the Senate and
the House granting subsidies to new-born
corporations, conveying tracts of land as large
as European kingdoms and principalities,and endowing them with franchisesthat can oaly be controlled in
the future by rigid legislation. The only advancethat has been perceptibly made towards
an aristocracy in this country has coma from
railroads and landholders. The stupendous
power of the few men who controlled the
South before the war and exercised an unusualpreponderance in our government arose
from the ownership of great tracts of land
and the consequent possession of slaves to til'
them. In the North the ambition to hold land
inspires our wealthy citizens, and we have
single corporations controlled by a small knot
of directors and stockholders, wiio own as
much land as is embraced in the European
area of the French empire.
The government, having permitted the acquisitionof vast landed interests by endowing corporationswith grants from the public domain,

must control thein by the operation of rigid
and careful statutes. Our railway legislation
has been little more than experimental. In
the early times the policy of one powerful politicalparty was in favor of internal improvenents.It was held that in a new and
iparsely settled country, with limited accumulationsof capital, the government should
cuarge hb -u who me uuuuiug 01 rauroaus unci

canals and docks and ships and the improvementof navigation. The effect of this policy
was twofold. Politicians obtained control of
giant railways and used them for their own

selfish purposes. The Pennsylvania Central,
he Camden and Amboy and the New York
Central were for years the scandal of our poliics,as our system of canals is even now a

candal to the politics of this State. There
ras no prudent business management. The
oad was made subordinate to the necessities
f the dominant party. Men were quartered
pon its pay-rolls, contracts were given, free
asses were thrown into every tavern, simply
> effect conventions and control public
pinion. In time the evil worked its own

jmedy. The famous policy of internal imrovementswas buried with the follies of the
ast and business men came to manage the
reat properties for business purposes. In New
ork we still retain control of the canals,
ut the opinion grows stronger that
ley must be remanded to the care of private
arties and be sold for the treasury to the
igbest bidder.
While, therefore, the policy of governlentis to withdraw from the management of
ublic works in States like New Jersey and
cnnsylvania and New York, the necessity
;ill exists of developing the Western coun ies.If we give aid to corporations in these
erritories, we are compelled for our own

iterest to keep a careful watch over the proprty.The policy which has already borne
ruit is a phase of the old policy of internal
mprovements. The whigs, under Henry
/lay, contended for internal improvements.
Vhen the republicans were making their way
o power they pledged themselves to a Pacific
itailroad. They were anxiouB for votes, and
his assurance gave them power in the
Pacific. It was redeemed by the passage of
he bill which authorized the building of the
Central Pacific and Union Pacific. But the
egislation on this subject, the building of the
oad and the various steps taken to accomilishthe work, showed the ignorance and incaacityof Congressmen when dealing with a

tactical public improvement. We have
ttle doubt that if the inside bisjryof Pacific Railway legislation was

nown we should have a chapter of coraptionas interesting and painful as any in ,
ie history of Tammany Hall. One corpora- )
on was in the first place endowed with gov- j
rnment bonijs more than enough to build the ,
jad. It was then permitted to execute a first ,

tortgage bond, having precedence of the gov-
rnment as a lien upon the road. In addition
iere was a land grant which, of itself, was

nough to have built the road. Laws were

assed giving the owners peculiar facilities.
nstcad of husbanding these resources the diectorsof the road formed an inside ring
ailed a Credit Mobilier, themselves
teing the members, and gave this
ing 'the contract for construction. They
iaid the inside ring the government bonds
rbich came as a subsidy, the proceeds of the
irst mortgage bonds and the land grant bonds,
n other words, the princely endowment of

aoney and bonds and acres which the governacntpaid into their right hand as directors
bey quietly put into their left-hand pockets as

ailroad contractors, after deducting the cost
if a rapidly built and imperfectly constructed
oad. The Crt'dit Mobilier gave enormous

lividends. The road that remained was a

ikeleton.
The Railway Ring which accomplished

hese results has been powerful enough to

lefy investigation. We can understand the
lilence of Congress on the subject when we

-emember that on one occasion a leading officerof the road declined to account for the
lisbursement of a half million of dollars
charged in his accounts, as he had expended
it in Washington in "a confidential manner."
The discreet board did not press for a bill of
items; but public opinion, which was

shocked at the shameless advantage taken of
the government by a rapacious corporation,
prevented the passage of any further subsidy.
One experience of treasury robbery was sufficient.We had paid four prices to build one road,
and the next step was to pay two prices. The
railroad pioneers who vowed that no road
could be built in the West without bonds and
lands suddenly found that a land endowment
would suffice. Then came a shoal of land
grants for railways and telegraphs, with shoals
of other bills tfow in committee asking for
grants for every conceivable project. The
largest endowment in the way of land was that
given to the Northern Pacific. Although no

bonds were paid as a subsidy there was recklessness
and profligacy in the legislation which

gave it life. While we paid four prices to build
the Central and Union Pacific, and saw money,
bonds and lands quietly slip into the pockets
of a ring of directors, leaving the road, as we

kwaakk* were skeleton, we bare paid two
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prices to build the Northern Pacific. The endowmentvoted to thia road was an inexcusableviolation of law and public policy. Certainrailway men and bankers asked for a land
((rant. The government consented, and then,
as if ashamed of its niggardliness, as comparedwith the profuse gratuity to the
Union Pacific, turned around and voted a
second grant. Our readers may comprehendthe extent of this gift when we

say that the owners of the Northern Pacific
Railway have received as much land
from the government of the United States
iifl la cnntnlnail In n'

... iiun/pn.,1 u.vu v.

France! The land thus given belonged to the
people. It was set apart for them by our

fathers, to be homes for themselves and their
children. The progress of civilization was

gradually reaching it. In time the irrepressibleenterprise of private citizens would have
built a railway. But Congress, acting blindly,
we hope, corruptly, we fear, deliberately
voted away the heritage of generations. We
trust, for the honor of Congress, that the books
of this road will not also show a "confidential"item of a half million of dollars "ex- b
pended in Washington." v

We refer to this history, to which we might o

add the history of the Southern Pacific, the h
Kansas Pacific and the half dozen roads which b
Senator Pomeroy is said to control, for a a

double purpose. We must put an end to this ci

midnight legislation, with Its reckless and d
ignorant squandering of the public domains, si
We must tell the legislators who pass bills si
like the extraordinary acts creating the tl
Pacific railways that they are either knaves or h
fools.with evidently more knavery than folly. t(
We must thoroughly investigate the condition tl
of these roads. Look, for instance, at the hi
condition of the Union Pacific Railway during a|
the pnst winter. Here is a road endowed tl
with money enough to have covered every ex- ni

posed section of the track with a snow-shed, ei

jr at least to have justified the employment of ai

assistance and machinery enough to prevent th
,he snow from lying on the track more than fl;
wenty-four hours. If the law meant anything in
it all when the subsidy bonds were given it L
neant that such a road should be built ob would gi
sxhaust the resources of science and engineer- tl
ng to accomplish that result; and yet w

hero we have travel suspended, the mails de- ai

iayed, the Continent divided, as it were, for w

weeks, and the government is helpless to w

remeuy me evil, ou long us id is possioie lor si

i railway to be interrupted for a month con- pi
;inuously we hare no Pacific railway at all. to
rhe damage caused to business by this in- m

.erruption amounts to millions of dollars, and gi
mother season may see it infinitely more Sf
lisastroua. So of a truth we find ourselves, of
vith all of our subsidies, without a road to sj
he Pacific. A pair of iron rails run orer Tl
nonntain and plain and canyon and stream, gi
rhich in fair weather will permit a locomotive gi
md train of cars to pass. But in winter we cc

nust make up our mind that communication se

sannot be counted upon for a day, and that W
ve are as much separated from California as O
Switzerland from Italy. pi
This is a painful and humiliating circumitance.We have paid the money.four times 8t

nore than was needed.enough to have built °1
i double steel track, with sheds covering every C

exposed point. Yet a month passes without r(

communication, and Congress, under the drill *

of a gigantic Pacific Railway lobby which 8
holds high court In Washington, does not take ri

a step to remedy the evil. The Senate can 8

give weeks to the wrangles of Schurz and v

Sumner and Morton, but not a day to a matter ®
as important as this. What we want to know B'

is, Why have we no Pacific railway ? Why
was this money squandered upon a ring of 11

jreedy speculators? Why, with the princely 01

endowment voted by Congress, have we a ®
oad only certain during the midsummer G
nontbs ? Why is there no government super- hi
vision of the Northern Pacific Railway ? How P1
lo we know that when this road is built we ^

nay not And that our enormous land grant P<
ias been thrown away ? The whole system of f?1
government subsidy to railroads has been 7'
ihamelessly managed, and under an exact h(
and rigid operation of the law.were Con- m

Kress to do its duty.the private directors, P1
Lhe government directors, the examiners it

appointed by the government to report upon 111

the road, would be called upon to answer for ro

this manifest abuse of trust before a committee w

of Congress, and perhaps before a jury of their si

countrymen. As the evidence stands we feel tt
that these men, each and all, are morally as ri

guilty of offending the law as Mr. Congressman h
Stokes, who is now in jail, and Mr. Congressman ai

Whittemore, who passed within the shadow of a

the jail. If we had statesmen in Washington, a<

if we had Bimply honest business men, instead ^
of incessant demagogues like Schurz and roar- t<

ing demagogues like Morton, if we had legis- a

lators above the fascinations of the Pacific Rail- t'

way lobby, this whole matter would be reformed.The reckless men who have squanderedthe public treasure would be punished,
the whole railway system would be governed
by sound logical principles, the corporations
o richly endowed would learn that they were

under the law, not above it, and the great
West, instead of falling under the dominion of
grasping and audacious speculators, would
feel the impulse of generous, progressive and
life-giving enterprise.

"The Mysteriotts Influence of the

Herald.".On Tuesday last, in the lower
House of the New Jersey Legislature, a joint
resolution in favor of an act of Congress providingfor an appropriate survey of the coast

and bay at Cape May, and for the erection of
u urtftt&waiici m\> wM

sideration, several members spoke in opposi- c

tion to some terms of the resolution. Mr.
Leaning, of Cape May, then sent to the Clerk's «

desk a copy of the New York Herald of
Monday, the 19th instant, and had read therefroman editorial entitled "Hydrographic
Researches and the Revival of American Commerce."Mr. Leaning stated that after the
reading of the article be thought it unnecessaryto offer any further remarks on the
subject, and the House evidently thought that
no further debate was needed; for, with a

slight amendment, the resolution was adopted,
and a committee appointed to urge the matter
upon Congress. So we go; and so it is that in
all things looking to the development,
advancement and prosperity of the country,
on the land and the sea, the Herald, far and
near, is recognised '*as one speaking by <

authority." <
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The Erin Infinity.Aa Kuvlixh View mf

the CUMiflration Bill.The limy ot the

I.rvUlnmre.
The Hehai.d correspondent in London given

us on important contribution to the history of
the Erie controversy. The announcement that
there has been a rise in the value of Erie stock
in consequence of the terrific onslaughts of the
[iititAi.D will gratify all lovers of truth and fair
iealing and commercial honor. There is no

;itadel of fraud, no matter hoar strongly garrisonedand intrenched, that will not yield in
time to the incessant and well-directed blows
)f an independent and powerful journal,
rhe walls of Jericho fell when they heard the
echoes from the rams' horns. We anticipate
10 such miraculous results in Erie. We mean .

.,1L . *1... ......l>. <
u ucdiiu; lb no buc iuniaituu nmuwui/jcu, "/ <

ieavy guns and incessant poundingfor we <

egard this Erie combination as tbe moat i

jowerful and reckless that has been known in ,

nodern times. It must fall, or we must con- i

ess that our civilization is helpless in the i

>resence of crime and audacity. I
The point of attack now is the Classification I

till. The English holder of Erie, whose I
lews come to us by cable, does not share this t

pinion. To his mind the Classification bill i

as meritorious features. To be sure it has t

een adopted by many English railways, the
rgument being that somo arrangement is ne- <j
essary to prevent unscrupulous men from sud- I
enly buying possession of a majority of the (
tock of substantial roads and taking posses- e

ion of the property. Practically a danger of r

lis kind is imaginary. If it were otherwise we \
ave no right to do evil that good may come; f
> violate the first principles of moral law in a

le interest of morality. We see in this Classi- f
cation bill and its workings in the Erie man- \
gement an illustration of the immorality of t
10 whole proceeding. We see how a combi- f
stion of unscrupulous and reckless adventnr- b
s may suddenly purchase a fraction of stock h
id then make false issues and purohase t
re manufactured shares at a nominal b
jure, and, having gained this power, q
itrench themselves by debauching the t
egislature and making a law which r
ives them four years' immunity in j
le possession of their stolen gains. And t

hen, as in the case of Erie, these gains <]
mount to seventeen millions of dollars a year, «
e see how the undisturbed use of the money, c
ith no obligation to pay dividends on tbe b
;ock or interest on the bonds or in the im- (
rovement of the property, will enable them a
> amasa large rortunes, to buy opera bouses, e

anage theatres, decorate troupes of ballet n
rls and singers, to rush into the wildest h
>eculations, to take possession of the courts e
' justice, and even to dare to make a con- j|
uracy to overthrow the credit of the nation. £
lie immunity which the Classification act has I
yen to the masters of Erie, and which it may ti
ve to any man who, like them, may plan a t<
nspiracy against other corporations, is too rj
irious a crime to be condoned by legislation. n
e made a blunder when we passed that act. 0
ur duty now is to remedy that blunder as f(
-omptly and thoroughly as possible. n
This being the case, we can well under- y
and how the Erie stockholder, whose a
linions we print, would naturally regard the p
lassification act as "the greatest act of J
iguery ever attempted in America nor are ii
e surprised to know that it "excites the t
reatest renrobation." It is a still graver-out- j
ige that holders of stock in good faith cannot t
et it registered in their own names and j
ote upon it at the election of officers. An ]<
lagliah capitalist may purchase a million of 1
tiares, and pay his good money for them; t
ley are of no more use to him in the actual y

lanagement of bis property than a million \
r leaves in the vale of Vallambrosa. He
nds them recorded in the name of Mr. I
ould or his representative, and he cannot t
five them transferred to bis own use and t
roflt. So far as the profit is concerned, as li
le revenues of the road are diverted to the 1
ersonal emolument of the combination of d
imblers who are in possession, the shares o

[eld him no more revenue than the firewood 1:
eaped in his cellar. Our laws and legislation t
take it possible, therefore, for a man to own ?

roperty in America and have no control over d
In answer to this we have the base argu- a

lent that foreigners, and especially English- «

len, have no rights in American railroads y

hich we are bound to respect. We virtually o

ly to foreign investors that if they send ii
teir money to the United States they must a
m the risk of confiscation. For, in truth, we r

ave dealt with the foreign holders of Erie, il
nd, indeed, with all American holders who o
re not in the confidence of the Ring,
s though we bad confiscated their money.
re take it ana use it, and permit it
> drift into the pockets of a few gamblers,
nd give them no account of it, and debar e

lem from the courts, and allow them no voice
1 the management of their affairs. The great
Ling is sub-divided into forty smaller rings,
a all of which the masters of the road have
n interest. Every article necessary for supilies,for rebuilding the road, for rollngstock and the development of the
troperty. is furnished to the great Ring
>y the smaller rings, and paid out of the
Srie treasury at their own valuation. There
s no check upon these expenses, no economy
n management, no care for the interests.
>f the stockholders. The owners go to
be Legislature and find that the Ring has
mrchased its members. They entreat the
Courts only to learn that (he servants of the
[titjg wear the ermine. They appeal to
Ubany and discover that the pen of the Governorobeys the Ring as readily as the timid
"aust when he wrote bis name in blood at the
lommand of Mepbistopheles.
What has been the effect of this shameless

ind extraordinary immunity ? American
eredit has been lowered in the eyes of the
vorld to the level of the credit of Brazil or

rurkey or Mexico. Here is a nation of surisssingwealth, with mines and forests and
lelds of grain and manufactures and water
:ourses. Here is a proud, brave, enterprising
>eople, famous for enterprise, industry
ind thrift. They have shown a progress
hat has amazed the world. In the ordinary
course of business our unusual advantages
ind the natural desire for capital to develop
them would bring to our money markets the
merchants of the world. Here are opportunitiesfor honest gain that no nation possesses.
Vet prudent men avoid America because our

credit has an evil name, and those who do not

with our iostUutioQ* well, point at Erie with

SHKET.
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scorn and say that in a free government there
is no guarantee for commercial honesty. As
a consequence capital has no tendency hitherward.When it does come we are compelledto pay exorbitant interest. When we

ask financial men to buy our bonds they want
large interest and an abatement of the principal.Every form of investment, from the nationalbonds which represent the honor of the
nation down to the mortgage bonds of some

small and thriving railroad, pays a tux upon
crime. It ia really a tax upon crime. We permitthe Erie outrage; we give it life in our

Legislature and in our Courts, and honor the
leaders as men who deserve honor because of
their vulgar "success".the "success" of
Jack Sbeppard and Jonathan Wild.
and the inevitable consequence is that
jur credit is stained and mildewed
ind is a disgrace to every American.
As we have said, we cannot too largely estiuatethe extent of this disaster even in a

noney point of view. Because of Erie, and
the tolerated crimes of the management, and
the wicked alliance it made with Tammany
Flail, we have lost in absolute money, which
night now form a part of the national wealth
ind be enjoyed by our citizens, a thousand
nillions of dollars.
The American people do not mean to conlonethese felonies by submitting to them any

onger. Our first duty is to insist upon the
Classification bill being repealed, and to say to

ivery legislator who hesitates to vote for that
epeal that he has made himself infamous.
Whatever arguments may be adduced in its
avor graver arguments may be adduced
against it, and, above all, its repeal is the
irst step towards the overthrow of the Ring.
Ve must then protect the rights of
be stockholder, and make it possible
or every man, alien or citizen, when he
mys a share to vote upon it and control it as

lis property. There muBt be no mistake about
his. When foreigners invest their money
iere they have as much right to the protection
if the law as they would have in their persons if
hey came to dwell with us. We have as much
ight to lock every alien in the Tombs or derivehim of his liberty as we have to lock
ip bis money. At the same time we

lo not think it policy to permit foreignersto become the directors of a

corporation like Erie. We insist that,
tefore an Englishman can become Mayor or

governor, or hold any office, he must become
citizen. A railway like that of Erie is an

ssential part of the Commonwealth and is
lecessary to its development and its defence
i a military point or view, were war to

nsue between America and Canada, for
istance, the operation and occupation of the
irie Railway would be a most essential point,
n modern war railways hare an imporantfunction. As we would not permit aliens
3 command our forts, or police our lakes and
ivers, or supervise our arsenals, so we canotpermit them to have such a control of
ur railways as would make it possible
>r them at any time to Impair the
ational defence. But this point can be met.
Ve advance it as what seemB to be an unnswerableargument to the suggestion reortedby our correspondent that the Erie
lailway can only be reformed when it comes
nto the hauds of an English direction. Let
he English shareholders elect whoever they
ilease; give them the amplest security ; see

o it that every dollar of their money is pro>erlyinvested, with interest duly paid, but
et American citizens have the direction of all
ines on American soil. Let it be inaife a law
hat a majority of the Board, or, in fact, the
rhole of the members, be citizens of the
Joited States.
There can be no objection to this limitation,

t is not inspired by any feeling of unkindness
0 English gentlemen, but by a proper sentiaentof prudence. As we understand English
aw no alien can hold real estate in England.
?bere is a reason for that distinction which we
lo not care to fathom. Nor do we complain
if it. We simply say that, as Engnndprotects her soil by making it
he possession of English subjects, so

re must protect our great lines of
lefence and offence, of transportation
,ud supply, by putting them under the comnandof American citizens. With that proisionplainly enacted, we again say, let us

vertbrow this whole Erie fabric. Until that
1 done we have no reform. Tammany was

n ulcer: Erie Is' a cancer. It must be
ooted out, and at once, and we must make
t impossible that it can ever grow again upon
ur body politic.
'he Queen Victoria Attempted Ainnmiontionstory.

A universal expression of pleasure at the
scape of the widowed English Queen from
he latest would-be royal assassin will re-echo
hroughout the civilized world on reading the
>ainful story to-day. Coming so swiftly on

he heels of the great Thanksgiving pageant
>f Tuesday last, it will serve in the pages of
listory to throw a dark but not a fatal shadow
vbere there was so mucn ot light ana joyoustess.It is not hard, on looking back over the
ecord of the century to find these aspirants
0 sit pilloried on the benches of infamy or

anatic madness beside Charlotte Corday,
Elavalllac and Jacques Clement. Our own

listory within the decade furnishes
1 fanatic monster to the roster of
listinguished assassins. This latest creature
>t that blinded passion is named O'Connor, a

lative of Ireland, and appears to be little
nore than a boy in years. The motive which
le alleges and the circumstances of his thrustnga pardon to the Fenian prisoners into the
'ace of the Queen and calling on her to "sign
>r die I" wonld seem to mark him as

i lunatic of the ordinary king-assassin
iype. It will be recalled that shortly
ifter her coronation she was assaulted in
the same vicinity as that in which yesterday's
attempt was made, ller son Alfred was fired
it and wounded, it will be remembered, by an

individual named O'Farrell, in Australia, with
tome similarly insane objeot racking his
ireak brain. The regret at the unfortunate
Dccurrence will be considerably moderated by
the fact that the only person likely to suffer
therefrom will be the mad or vicious young
man for the moment the notoriety of the hour.

Tna LotinLoiiA Democratic State Ckntrai.
Committee have issued an address in which
the adoption of the passive policy is recommended.Louisiana Is a State in which passivismhas lately not been verv consuicuous.

Th« Health I)(Brer at New ftlfc.1h«
Qaavaailae Laws ml the State.

A great deal of fuaa baa recently been made
over the management of quarantine matter*
under Dr. Carnochan, who now retires from
the position of Health Officer of New York,
and a legislative committee has been apendingseveral days over a professed investigation of
the subject. The inquiry has been of the
usual character. Discharged stevedores,
lightermen and boatmen; rebellious Staten
Isiauders, who regard the firing of a quarantinestation as a perfectly legitimate method
of getting rid of the offensive institution; -ship
owners who occasionally indulge in the practiceof slipping quarantine, and have been at
some time or another caught at the game, were
ready in numbers to testify to the enormities
of Dr. Carnochan's administration, as they
would be prepared to bear evidence against
any Health Officer of the port of New York,
whomsoever he might be. On the other hand,
prominent ship owners, the managers of
the great steamship lines, and professional
gentlemen of skill, experience and high repuation,were willing to bear witness that the
affairs of quarantine were efficiently, honestly
and courteously administered under Dr. Carnochan,as they would doubtless maintain in
the case of any other Health Officer whe
simply discharges his duty under the Quarantinelaws, without being responsible for their
character. The testimony taken by the committeewas no doubt one-sided. All such inquiriesare made to represent the sentiments
of the majority, and their absurdity is shown
in the fact that in ninety-nine cases out of a
hundred the majority and minority of an investigatingcommittee draw precisely opposite
conclusions from the evidence given before
them. Yet in this case we are informed that
the Quarantine laws were on trial, rather than
the Health Offi er.
The crusade against Dr. Carnochan was, of

course, of a political character. The large
quarantine fees authorized by law have made
the office of Health Officer of New York a

political one, just the same as the enormous
emoluments of the Sheriff's office render it impossibleto separate that position from politics.
The party in power expects to draw from StatenIsland a good share of the expenses of a

campaign; and as Dr. Carnoohan is no politicianand.does not care a straw for the exigenciesof party, be was felt to be a very improperperson to monopolize the profits of
quarantine. The fees for lighterage, stevedorageand cooperage are lower now than
they were in 1869, yet they are sufficiently
large to excite the longing of general
committees, ward committees and all the
riff-raff of political organizations. These
nnnfnir ItawA K/\nn anAAaaainl tn wiil a#
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Dr. Carnochan, but they will scarcely be benefitedby the appointment of his successor.
Dr. Vanderpoel, of Albany, comes of an old
and distinguished family, and both in his
private and professional character will do
honor to any position he may fill.
Now, that abuses do exist in quarantine

affairs at this port, no person will deny; but
they are of the laws, and not of the administration.The facts that the office is made a

political one, and that party cliques and
factions assume to role or ruin the incumbent,are of themselves sufficient to
prove the existence of a radical defect
in the system. The large fees received
by the Health Officer lie at the root of the
evil. The extraordinary emoluments of the
position are regarded as a legitimate fund for
political expenses, and the officer, finding himselfstripped of a large share of his legal
profits, sets to work to discover how be can

make money, if not illegally, at least by a

sharp and excessive interpretation of the law.
If the State Legislature really desire a reform
at Quarantine, and be not bent only on controllingthe office tor political purposes, a law
should be at once enacted cutting off all the
fees pertaining to the position and making the
office a salaried one. Every dollar collected
should go to the government, and the Health
Officer and all his subordinates should be paid
sufficient and even liberal salaries for their
services. That ot the Health Officer himself
should be fixed at a sum sufficient to
induce a physician of the eminence of Dr.
Vanderpoel to accept the place and abandon
his private practice, and the appointment
should, for the same reason, be for ten years.
It should be made an offence punishable with
immediate removal for any officer or employd
connected with Quarantine to accept a fee or

present for any official service whatsoever,
and the fees levied upon the commerce of the
port should be cut down to the lowest point
pnnaiatpnt with the cxncnaea of the service.
The inauguration of Dr. Vanderpoel would be
a good time for the adoption of such a reform,
as he will be indifferent to the compensation
he may receive, and certainly will not be
likely to lend himself and his office to the
purposes of the politicians. If quarantine
reform be really desired by the Legislature it
can be secured alone in this way. It the laws
be suffered to remain as they are the abuses
complained of will still exist, without any
fault ot the Health Officer, and before long we
shall hear the political hounds who have
hunted down Dr. Garnochan howling at the
heels of Dr. Vanderpoel.

The .Senate Judiciary Committee aad the
Erie ClaMlOcatlen Repeal Blllr-A Want

te Jamei Wood.

The bill to repeal the Erie Classification act
still hangs fire in the Railroad Committee of
the Senate. Senator James Wood is the chairmanof that committee. Recent developments
should have induced Senator James Wood to

respect the character of the Legislature sufficientlyto resign that important position. A
Senator who "borrows" money of Tweed and
Gould and then votes for their bills is scarcely
a fit person to head the Judiciary Comraitte*,
of the State Senate. We now insist that Sen-
ator James Wood shall at once report the Erie t

bllL The farther hearing of argument is a'
bold fraud, designed in the interest of the
"Ring" to delay action on the bill' unti^
driven to the end of tbo session, it may be
defeated. It is quite probable that Gould
might be generous enough to loan more money
to a Senator, should he or any of his f'rienda
be In pressing need of pecuniary
assistance; but the liberality of Mr. Gould
can be no excuse for the defeat of justice and
the continuance of the Erie directors in power
in defiance of the stockholders of the road.
Let us have a report on Senator O'Brion't hill


