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AMUSEMENTS THIS AFTERNDON AND EVENING.

OLYMPIO THEATRE, Broadway.—THR BALLRY PAN-
voMINE OF BoMPTY DUMPTY. Malices st i

L?‘ EDWIN'S THEAT! Broad  —WITCHES
or Naw Yonx. Matines ﬂ“.‘ " e
BOOTH'S THEATRE, Twanty-third st,, corner Sicth av. =
Tus FooL's RxvENeR oe, 135—Tux IRON CHEST,
WALLACK'S THEATRE, Broadway and Lith sireet. —
THR VETERAN,

GRAND OPRRA HOUSK. corner of 3th ar. and 384 st

MWIBLO'S GARDEN, Broadway, batwesn Pringe and
Houston ste.—La BELLE SAVAGE. Malinesat 2

BT. JAMES' THEATRE, Twanty-cighth strest and Broad-
way.—~MONALDL Matnoee ul i,

WOOD'S MUSEUM, Broadway, cornsr $0th st. —Perform
ances alternoon and evening—WouREINGMEN OF NEW YORK

ACADENY OF MUSIC, Foarteenih street.—ITALIAN
OrEa—Malines al Li§—HODERTO IL DIavoLO.

BOWERY THEAT Bowery—VALENTINE » O
8ox—BUFraLo B, lneo at d, AR ..

FIFTE AVENUE THEATRE, Twenty-fourth sireel.—
LONDON ABSURANOR. Motinee, 1 —PROVOKEN HUsuAND,

BROOKLYN ACADEMY OF MUSBIC, Monlagus stroot—
ExcLisN OrEmA—Fua DiavoLo. %

MRA, F. B. CONWAY'S BROUELYN THEATRE. -
Lyonszia BORGIA, &0. Matines at 3—CAMILLY,

FARK THEATR 0
Loy R o E, opposite City Hall, Brooklyn.—

THEATRE COMIQUE, 514 Broadway.—U0wtn VooAL-
18M8, NEGRO ACT8 AC~UINDE RRELLA. Matines at 23,

UNION BQUARE THEATRE, Fourteenth st. and Broad-
WAy ~NEGRU ACTE—BUBLESGUE, BALLET, &0. Matinse,

TONY PASTOR'S OPERA HOUSKE, No. 201 Bowery. —
Nroro ECCENTRICITIRE, BURLESQUES, £C.  Matlnee, 2.

BRYANT'S NEW OPERA HOUSE, 284 at.,
and Tthava—BRYANT'S Il!tl-nll.:' uumuhﬂ{“" sl

THIRTY-FOURTH STREET THEATRE, near Third ave-
But—VARIETT ENTERTAINMENT,

BAN FRANCIBCO MINSTREL HALL, -
Tuk Ban Fraxomoo !Ianukl.-.H o onmy

og:oi;l'htl.ﬂl. No. 688 Broadway, near Fourth st—Osanp

NEW YORK OTROUS, Fourtsantn strest. —SoNN
TURE RING, AOROUATH, £0. Matinpe at 134, i
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The English Pross and the Alnbama Clalms.

The oplnion, which seems at present to ob-
tain to some extent in Great Britain, that the
submission of what are called the claims for
indirect losses wre not within the province of
the Tribunal of Arbitration, has been reached
by very slow process. The ‘‘case” of the
American government was officlally delivered
to the agent of the British government at
Genevs, in pursuance of the terms of the
treaty, on the 15th day of December last. A
dozen or more copies were dellvered by Gen-
eral Schenck to the Forelgn Office in London
on the 20th day of December, and an addi-
tional number within a very fow days there-
aftér; and the leading press in London were
furnished with copies about the same time.
Copies were freely distributed to those who
desired them as soon as they had been given
to the Forelgn Office. The ‘“‘case” was there-
fore in the possession of the British govern-
ment on 15th December, and fairly before the
British public by the 25th or 26th day of De-
cember,

It is believed that the first comment made
on our case was in the Morning
Post, of December 28. Attention was
called to these claims and to their possible
magnitude, and the writer closed by saying :—
“The extravagant nature of these demands is
the best evidence that the arbitrators, a ma-
jority of whom are to make an award, whichis
to be final, will refuse to entertain them. But that
they should be made, when their rejection is
certain, is not a pleasant ciroumstance.”
Not one word about the presentation being
an infraction of the treaty. On the contrary,
England was to be protected by the rejection
of the claims because they were extravagant.

On the 2d of January the T¥mes opened fire.
It sald :—*‘The safest, as well as the most dig-
nified course Is, therefore, to stand upon what
we conceive to be sound legal principles, and
to demur to any such claim for indirect dam-
ages. * * * Itis fair to notice that they
[the rules of the treaty] are ew post faoclo
law, * * * and to remember also thatin
past wars, when the United States were neu-
tral, their government is admitted to bave
acted guite at variance with the loosest eon-
struction of such rules. * * * The very
vagueness of these demands, and the impossi-
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Carr Scnvrz yesterday, before the Senate
committee on the French arms business, was
called to give his testimony on the subject.
Bo far, however, his evidence recalls only the
old fable of the monntain and the mouse,

Tas Orossixa oF THR LiNg by the sun
for this rough and blustery month of March
was signalized over nearly the whole area of
tbe United States, east of the Rocky Moun-
tains, by the coldest and stormiest spring
equinoctial weather npon record. And now
another storm is coming mp from the sonth-
west which probably may extend into the New
Dominion. Le!il come; for we expect it to
carry off old Winter to the North Pole,

Tee Cosxecricur ELEoTioN draws nigh;
the battle waxes hot and sharp; the State is
closer than New Hampshire, Four or five
bundred majority for the Governor is consid-
ered a great victory. The present Governor,
Jewell, is said to be, by his friends, good for
f@ive hundred majority. He had only one hun-
dred last year, and this year one or two hun-
dred anti-Grant republicans may spoil his cal-
culations. New Hampshire, on the other
band, has shown that the anti-Grant republi-
ocans are very few, though very nolsy ; and so
in Connecticut the odds appaar to be in favor
of Jewell. The loss of the helping hand of
Tammany, too, has been & heavy loss to the

bility of estimating the damage and apportion-
ing the compensation, show their unsoundness.”

Still not a word denying the right to pre-
sent the claims., They were to be demurred
to, not beoause they were not within the scope
of the treaty, but becanse they were vague
and impossible to estimate.

The next day the Daily News took up the
story. It sald :—*‘ We have here to do with
demands that are capable of boundless ex-
pansion. * * * What that full extent may
be we are not expressly told; in fact the com-
putations of the United States government
have not yet reached the mighty sam. * * *
Happily claims such as these are no longer
matter of controversy between England and
the United States. Confident In our own
rectitude and in the substantial justice of our
cause, we have consented to refer it to a tri-
bunal so constitated as to insure the confi-
dence of the world. We sball not aniicipate
ita decislon, but we shall be quite ready to
accept ita jastice,”

It will be observed that this journal, which
has been the most rabid In its counsels to
break the treaty unless the United States will
withdraw its case without discussion, in its
issue nearly three weeks after the meeting at
Geneva and a fortnight after General Schenck
bad begun distributing the case in London to
whoever wanted it, was of the opinion that the
arbitrators were to pass upon these claims,

On the 4th of January the Morning Post
was of the same opinion. Tbat the agent of
the government of the United States, it said,
*‘should contend, in the case he has presented,
that we should also be responsible, * * +*
even for the prolongation of the war, is not
surprising, since he speaks aa an advocate.
But no judge could for an Instant entertain
such claims.”

The Standard of the same day says, com-
menting on our case :—*‘‘No demand bas been
advanced for indirect or comstructive dam-
ages, largely as these have been inslsted upon
in the argument with which the American
representatives bhave opened thelr pleadings.
* * * The verdict of the Court upon such
an issue as that we shall not attempt to antici-
pate.”

On the same day the Pall Mall Gazelle gave
its views on our case, which the writer had
evidently read. ‘‘The Treaty of Washington
would bave been almost certainly rejected by
the Senate if it had excluded the Americans
from aiating their grievances by way of foren-
sic argument as strongly as they bad done in
diplomatic communication. The real question
is whether the treaty, which is undoubtedly
on its irial, has proved s means of applying
to these passionate statements, now seven
years old, the criterlon of detailed Inquiry,
settled law aod sober reason. * * * The
fssue may well be awalied with the keenest
interest and even anxiety; but there Is no
solid ground for the anticipations of disaster
which have been abroad for a day or two.”

The Morning Post and the Standard of the
5th, and the Telegraph and the Spectator of
the 6th, each bad an article on the subject,
showing that the several writers had read our
case, and understood the claim for indirect
damages. In nome of them Is there any
evidence of & design to ocontest our
right to present such a claim, The
Spectator, on the contrary, says that
“the wording of the trealy does not expressly

democracy everywhere, but especially in Con-
neotlout.

MzxicAN Wanware is forcibly illusirated
by our special despatch from Matamoros re.
porting that the revolutionary Genersl Tre-
villo, who was s0 badly defeated hy. the
government troops near Zacatecas, has set
wbout repairlng his bad fortunes by prestamos,
in the accustomed manner. This operation is
safer and pays better than fighting, and is,
therefore, more congenial to his heroic nature,
Trevifio Is no respecter of persons or nation-
ality, Bo an Amerlean who refused to come
down with the cash was ‘‘sold out,” and the
prooeeds of his goods and chattels applied for
the bemefit of the extortiomer. How much
longer will the United States government be
content to look on? “Job's patience” must
hide ity undiminished bend by the side of the
lamblike forbearance which our goverament

exclude such demands,” and the Telegraph
says, ‘‘he (the President) has resolved to
workthe statesmanlike treaty la & popular
way and to cover the act of submitting the
affair to arbitration by Yankee flourishes of
the mi:st extravagaot kind. If it amuses his
countrymen It may save bim; It cer
not burt ua.} L e
To the bilions Saturday Review belongs the
croditof baving lnvented a plausible way for
England to do a dishonorable and a disgrace-
ful act, In its lssue of the 6th of Jauuary it
says »—“The trealy was drawn with culpable
laxity, but It canoot be strained into an Inter.
pretation consistent with American demands,
The English agents would have no choice but
to withdraw from the arbitration In the im-
probable event of a consideratlon by the
tribunal of the claim on account of the
imaginary prolongation of the war.” It will
be esen that even this unscrupnlous writer

bas shown towards Mexico,

had oot then lmagined tbat the tribunal itsell

could not take cognizance of the preliminary
question of jurisdiotion.

To the honor of the English press it may be
said that it was some time in reaching the
standpoint of the Review, During
the following week the ZTimes had articles
nearly every day, none of which showed a
purpose of removing the subject from the
jurisdiction of the Geneva Tribunal, The
Spectator of the following Saturday (the 15th)
returned to the subject. It could scarcely find
language strong emough to express its objec-
tlon to the claims, but, it added, ‘‘the jurisis
assembled at Geneva will certainly not forget
the tendency of such absurd claims to render
international arbitration of this kind altogether
hopeless and inoperative in future,”  Btill,
England was to be protected at Geneva, not by
her own act.

The Spectator of the 20th had another long

artlcle entitled, ‘‘The Appearance of Sharp
Practice in the American Case,” in which, with
the expression of muoh ill temper, it at-
tempted to show that by a proper construction
of the treaty consequential damages ought not
to be allowed at Geneva ; but it had not then
made up its mind that this was a question for
Great Britainto determine rather than the
arbitrators,
During the following week the excltement
continued to increase in England as the open-
ing of Parliament approached; but it does not
appear that the press was even then seriously
considering the forcing the Ministers to wot in
the direction of taking the question out of the
jurisdiction of the tribunal.

On the 28th of January (Sunday) the Ob-
server, usually a careful journal, said:—‘‘It
is better we should say openly and distinctly
that we hold ours+lves responsible for the
direct damages caused by certain parlicular
vessels, but we repudiate all pecuniary lia-
bility for the indirect consequences of our na-
tional policy.”

The cue thus given was taken up by the
press with great unanimity, and hes become
substantially the position of England.

It will thus be observed that the press, with
the exception of an angry diatriba in the Sat-
urday Review, was seven weeks and two days
in finding out that the claim for indirect dam-
ages were not admissible; and it was six days
later that Lord Granville and the Ministry,
with the fear of Mr. Disraeli before them, fol-
lowing in the wake of an excited press, wrole
their note to General Schenck. It was some
days later still that Mr. Gladstone, again
goaded by Mr. Disraell, made the speech which
required two explanations on two suococessive
nights on the floor of the House, to =ay nothing
of a subsequent letter to the correspondent of
a New York journal,

Hell Gate and the East River Improves

ment.

Few people are aware of the stupendous
work going on at Hell Gate and of the im-
portant results that may be expected to ensue
from it. The removal of the rocks there
which obatruot navigation so as to make a per-
feotly free and safe channel for the largest
vessels was o vast undertaking. In this age,
however, hardly anything seems impossible to
engineering skill. In view, therefore, of the
importance of opening a frae and safe channel
for the commerce of New York by the way of
Long Island Sound and the East River, the
government resolved to remove the Hell Gale
obstructions, The work was commenced about
two years ago, and it is believed that in less
than two years more the whole will be com-
pleted. It is under the charge of Major
General John Newton, of the United States
Engineer Corps. A vast deal of rock has
already been blasted ont and cleared away.
Of about one hundred and gixty-five
thousand cubic yards of rock to bp removed
at least forty-two thousand yards have been
taken out. For removing the rest the rock is
being tunnoelled and pierced in every direction.
When this is acoomplished a tremendons blast
will be made with seven thousand pounds of
nitro-glycerine, equal in force to seventy
thousand pounds of gunpowder. The explo-
sion will be a small earthquake, The details
of the work are exceedingly interesting to
scientiic men. But the Important fact we
now call attention to is with regard to the re-
suits that must follow to the commercs of the
cily and to the improvement of the upper part
of the Island. When the largest steamship in
the European (rade can come safely to this
port through Hell Gate and by way of Long
Island Sound, thus eaving time and some-
times avoiding danger hy the outer passage,
we may expect a portion of the business ot
least will be located far up town; and when,
in addition to the clearing of Hell Gate, a
large ship canal and fine system of docks shall
be made, by the Harlem River and Spuyten
Dayvel, to connect the Sound and East River
with the Hudson River, there will bs, no
doubt, a surprising change in the business
localities of New York, General MecClellan
and our Dock Commissioners will, undoubt-
edly, keop In view these great prospective
improvements in the grand plan they have de-
vised for recomstructing our docks and in
making this commercial metropolis the pride
of the conntry and admiration of the world.
Nelther the federal nor our city government
oan spend money so usefully as in giving all
the facilities possible to the commerce of
New York.

Tur ANoLo-FrENOH COMMERCIAL TREATY, —
Lord Lyons, British Minister at Versailles,
has notified President Thiers that the English
government cannot modify its customs duties
charges on French commodities imporied into
the kingdom during the year the commercial
treaty between the countries remains in force,
This means that Great Britain will maintain
the Cobden-Bonaparte treaty intact until the
moment of its expiration by its own limita-
tion, next year, and thus throw the onus of
deciding between free trado and & tariff tax
protection on Thiers or his successors. The
French Purliament is willing to wodify the
scale of customs rates, as will be seen by the
legislative statement which we publish in the
Herarp to-day; but Englad appears to be
disposed to adhere firmly to the principle
which has benefited her own manufacturers,
without any great care for the peculiar posi-
tion of her Fronch neighbora.

EMPEROR WILLIAM OF GRRMANY was com-
plimented by his subjocts yesterday on the
oceasion of the completion of the seventy-
fifth year of his age. A very romarkabls
man and deserving of the honor,

Cosmicnl Noteorelogy and the Light Is
Throws on Our Usld Wister—The Celd
Saap.

The great succeas of sclence in predicting
the daily phenomena of weatber bas revived
the long cherished bope of foreseeing the cli-
matic character of the seasons. Who can say
what the immense value of such Information
beforehand would have been in this pecullarly
stormy and severe winter? It has long been
the bellef of both peasants and philosophers
that the variations of temperature are not as
irregular aa they are vulgarly supposed to be,
and in very recent times many eminent as-
tronomers have pointed out the remarkable
colncidence between the earth's seasonal cy-
cles and the suospot cycles. A Canadlan
wrlter, using the returns of the Toronto Ob-
servatory, bas also recently indicated for that
location a connection between the amount of
annual rainfall and the sunspots, and of these
again with “‘several interlacing streams of
circumsolar meteors,” The Radoliffe astron-
omer in England, in his report for 1871, an-
nounces that the mean direction of the wind
at Oxford, computed by the records of self-
registering instruments, varies belween the
maximum and minimum of sunspots, the ten-
dency of the wind to westward increasing
with the number of sunspots, and, with such
west wind, the amount of raln. The Astron-
omer Royal, Professor C. Piazzl Smith, has
very lately made an important addition to our
knowledge of this subject of cosmical meteorol-
ogy, and ventures some striking and well con-
firmed snggestions. Basing his deductions upon
the results obtained from the rock thermome -
ters of the Royal Observatory at Edinburg,
he siales that the most positive and striking
feature of the whole series of observations is
“‘the great heat wave which ococurs every
eleven years and a fractlon, and nearly coin-
cidently with the heginning of the increase of
each sunspot cycle of the same duration.”
Tbe sunspot cyles have been well determined
by several authorities, working Independently,
and the views of Pinzzi Smith, therefore, are
neither conjectural mor theoretical, but en-
titled to earnest study and research. Ile
reads off from his magnificent thermomoetric
records, as the next Iargest foature, an
“extreme cold close on either side of the
great beat wave,” to which he gives the dis-
tinction of the ‘‘cold wave,” and, writing
some time before the present winter had
developed its phenomenal rigors, he stated
that, ‘‘depending on our later observed eleven
year perlods, or from 1846 to 1857, and from
the latter up to 1868, we may perhaps be
justifled in concluding that the minimum tem-
perature of the present cold wa ve was reached
in 1871, and that the next sim ilar cold wave
will occur in 1878." This prediotion has, it
would seem, been in the main points substan-
tially verified; and it is sustained by the
roughly-estimated ‘‘len-year period” famillar
to the old Western pioneers, whose fortunea
and Interests hawe made them such close ob-
servers and really such excellent philogophera,
The oceanlc masses on our globa are, of
course, the most potential regulators of cli-
mate, becaunse their surface is three
times a8 large as that of the combined
land masses, and because in their deep
waoters—imir Gulf Sireams and Kuro
Siwos—are the great resarvoirs of solar
heat and energy. It s ensy to see that the
mensual or annual variations of heat from
cosmical regions would be first made sensible
in the torrid mone of the sea, and thence be
felt in the higher latitades, and on the wind-
ward sides of the great continents like North
America. The windward side of our conti-
nent is itse western or Pacific side, and this
fact may account for the remarkably severe
snow storms of the Rocky Mountains this win-
ter, which bave made their passes impassable
even to the iron horse, and blockaded the only
transcontinental railway we now have. Itis
now, however, known that the narrow and
shallow channel of Behring Etraits, which ia
the gateway of the Kuro Biwo, or hot Japan
Gulf Stream, into the Arctic Ocean, becomes
gorged with Icebergs and frozen solidly across,
and to the bottom, in midwinter and March.
We are forced, therefore, to the conclusion
that the great equatorial siream, denied ad-
mittance there, must find its way eastward,
and is projected with Its sen of warmth over
upon the northwestern coasts of America.
There is no other circulation possible for the
Pacific when Behring Sea is blockaded, and
it is highly probable that when the earth is
passing under one of these enormous ‘‘cold
waves,” as Piazzi Smith designatos them, the
result is an early and premature closing up of
the Behring channel. We may comfort our-
selves, therefore, with the conclusion to which
these facts lead us, that in the winters of
greatest severity our whole dontinent is tem-
pered by the warm water lying to windward of
it, dammed up in the vicinity of the Aleutian
Islands, and having its warmth and vapor
drifted by the westerly winds and spread as a
mantle of heat over the whole country.

During the last cold soap the HEraLD
showed concluslvely that it was not due to the
transmission of cold atmosphere from the
Rocky Mountaius, as the old theory explained
such severe spells, but that it was due to the
vast current of descending arctic air from the
northern part of British America, which had
been deflected by the warm soothwesterly
winds on the Pacific coast crossing the moun-
tains and forcing this Polar carrent to the
east side of the Britlsh Possessions. The
Sigoal Service reports of the past few days
show how well founded this explanation was
and perfectly prove its correctness. For sev-
eral days previous to the beginning of this
oold soap, from which we have ored mo
much, the Rocky Mountains were in the great
band of southw esterly equatorial air sweeping
across Mon! In to the valley of the SBaskat-
chewan and piling up the Polar current north
of Lake Superlor. On Wedoesday moraing
this wave of cold air bad spread over all the
Northwest with zero thermometers and was
rolling away to the eastward. From Michi-
gsn to Lake Ontario the surface winds
were rapldly rising, with Intense cold,
and on the ioy summit of Mount Washington—
lying on the exireme eastern side of the great
polar current—the thermometer had fallen to
twenty-seven degrees below zero and the wind
had already attained the hurricane velocity of
one hundred and twenty miles an hour. It is
due to the published Signal Service reporis,
from which these facts are gatherod, to say
that thelr probabilities gave timely notice of

this Boreal invasion on Mondav. showing the

rapld progress it s making in fathoming these
wonderful and mysterious phenomens of the
atmospliere.  Weo ought by all means to have
telegraphio Information from the region north
snd west of Lake Superior to enable General
Myer to got the earliest premonitions of the
approach of these vast anti-cyclones, which
are as Important im their results as oyclones
from the South: Indeed, without any preten-
slon to westher wisdom, and judging only
from experlence, we should not bazard much
In the prediction that this severe cold spell is
the prelude to and the premonitor of a great
equinoctial gale, now fully due. The mariner
may do well to keep a sharp lockout for it.

The Alabama Clnlms Question In the
Britisk Parilament,

The subject of the Alsbama Clalms bill
of the American government, and the
Treaty of Washington generally, was
brought to the notice of the Houmse of
Lords by Earl Derby yesierday evening,
His Lordship was anxzious to know if the
Queen's government would remain firm in its
determination not to entertain the claim for
indirect damages. He referred to the anxiely
which prevailed out of doors on this polnt,
and warned the Ministry (hata continuous
sacrifice of principle, even for the sake of
securing peace, 18 dangerous. The indepen.
dence of the preas in commenting on the gen-
eral subject was acknowledged completely by
the peer, who seemed to regret that the news-
papers were permitted to be ahead of the
Parliament in the enjoyment of an opportunity
for the exercise of its privilege. He wished to
know if Great Britain would appear again be-
fore the Geneva Board of Arbiiration. Lord
Malmesbury supported Earl Derby's position,
regretting the government delay in discussing
the Treaty of Washington. Lord Westbury
was animated in his opposision to the indirect
damages olaim, and not exactly complimen-
tary to the diplomacy of the United States, if
his remarks have been reported correctly.
The debate terminated without having pro-
duced any exact result, Barl Granville refer-
ring the oppositionists to the previous state-
ments of Mr. Gladstone on the subject. "The
Foreign Secretary alleged, in conclusion, that
the Trealy of Washington had been miscon-
strued, This declaration may, perbaps, indi-
cate the advent of a moment of mutual amica-
ble interpretation of its provisions.

t for Reducl Taxa«
tlen,

The customs receipts for the week ending
March 9 amounted to $4,578,7569, which is at
the rato of $227,435,468 a year. They were
for the week ending March 16 $3,842,404,
The average of these two weeks would give,
at the same rate throughout the year,
$213,620,238, There is litile doabt thut with
the present duties the income will be at least
two hundred and twenty-five to two handred
and thirty millions, for the receipts of the last
two weeks are less than' the average for the
whole year. For the first eight months of the
fiscal year—from July 1, 1871, to March 1,1872,
the recelpts were $146,721,000. Mr. Sher-
man, in his speech on the financlal condition
of the country, delivered in the SBenate on the
15th of this month, estimates the income from
customs at $226,061,500. This exceeds Mr.
Boutwell's estimate by fourteen millions. We
tbink Mr. Sherman’s estimate will be less than
the receipts, Now, the interest on the debt,
considering the principal that has been
redeemed, ought not to amount to one hun-
dred and fifteen million dollars. We shall
have, therefore, from customs duties alone,
about & hundred and twelve to a hundred and
fifteen millions more than is needed to pay the
interest on the debt, This ought to be ample
for all the current expenditures of the gov-
ernment, exclusive of interest on the debt. A
hupdred and fifteen millions ought to pay
everything and leave a surplus for a sinking
fond, under an economical administration.
We see, then, that the present receipts from
customs are enough, without internal taxes,
for all necessities. Who will now say, there-
fore, that there is not a large margin both fo
reduce the tariff and to cut down internal
taxation? It is evident the revenue could
be safely reduced a hundred millions a year
and then leave a large surplus to be applled
to the liguidation of the debt, Instead of
paring down the taxes, a little here and a
little there, which the people would hardly
feel, we need a sweeping measure of reform
that would cheapen living and production and
give new life to trade and commerco,

Ture RAILROAD AOCIENT on the West
Pennsylvania line, which occurred yesterday
at Conemangh Furnace, by which the South-
ern express train was wrecked, brings its
lessons of warning to railway officials all over
fhe country. The cause, we learn, wns a
broken rail, and ia the break-up of the winter,
with its mountain freshets, floods and sudden
changes of temperature, making rails as brittle
as glass, many such canses will call for
the most acute attention and prevision. The
lives lost in this last catasirophe appear to be
only two, which, as three cars appear to have
gone over the embankment, we admitto be
providentially small, Fourteen other pas-
sengers were injured. 'We have every reason,
therefore, to be thankful that a more terrible
loss of life is not to be recorded. If the
end of the winter necessitates increased pre-
cauntions on the great rivers, we recommend a
glmilar cars by the officers of the railroads in
whose hands so many lives are placed bya
publio that in this age of stir and bustle can-
not remaln still,

Tne Lasor RErorMERs, In February last,
nominated Judge Davis and Governor Parker
a8 their Presidential tioket; but it appears
that neither of thess two_soxious men |
been ofofally informed of the bigh distinotion
conferred upon bim. The Labor Reform
Conventiop, perhaps, forgot to appoint a com=
mittee on the subject, and so their nominees
may never be informed of the action
of the Convention. Well, as Mr. Toots would
gay, “‘Never mind, it's of no consequence.”

Substantinl Arg

Mp. Sumner's Postrion, from the latest
semi-ofcial information concerning It ap-
pears to be this: He will not support Grant
for President under any olrcumstances; he
will not support the labor reform nominations,
and he never will swing over to the demo-
oratic ticket. As John Randolph onmce re-
marked in Congress:—‘‘This is clear, Mr,
Speaker ; clear aa (he fight of that window—
whioh ia not very olear,”

The Cinclepatl Convention—Tho Alarm
Ameng the Sheep Concerming  the
Goats—The Doer Closed.

There Is to be, according to the orizinal eall
from Missourl, a *‘National Mass Convention"
of liberal republicans “‘in the city of Cincin.
natl oo the first Monday of May next (the 6th
day of the month), at noon, there to take such
action as our convictions of duty and public
exigencies may require,” The suggestion
thrown out by the HERALD to those liberal re-
publicans who are in favor of the re-elestion
of General Grant 10 goto Cloclnnati and thers
nominate him for another term has evidently
created some alarm among the antl-Grant
liberals, and even among the democrats, who
are looking to and waiting for this Clncinnatl
gathering in joyful expeotation that it will
make a new political kite with which tha
democratic party may serve as the tail. A
hopeful demooratic contemporary, assuming,
in reference to this Oincinnati project, Prince
Bismarok’s position of ‘‘benevolent neutral-
ity,” gives some benevolent advice on the sub-
Ject, 1t shows how by a few simpls precan-
tions at Cinclnnatl, such as the hiring of a ball,
and the issuing of tickets of admisslon, and
the employment of vigilant partissn dotec.
tives—auch, for instance, aa Graiz Brown and
Carl Schurs for Missouri, and Fenton and
Greeley for New York—they may nicely
separate the sheep from the goals, and prevent
» packing of the Convention ‘‘by the crea-
tures and tools of Grant.”

These precautions are, indeed, suggested as
imperatively necessary; for otherwise Gov-
ernor Brown may be served as Sir Charles
Dilke was recently served at one of bis liberal
republican meetings in England, in baving the
voice of the assemblage turned against him
by an overwhelming invaslon from the other
glde. In other words, we are admonished by
our benevolent democratic contemporary, that
“4f the partisans of the President should All
the hall in which the Cincinnati Convention
meets with their own creatures they might
nominate Grant by acclamation and malke the
whole movement ridiculous.” And so they
might ; but here Mr, Greeley comes  dashing
in to the rescue. He warns the federal office-
holders that the Philadelphia Coavention ia
their concern; and he hopes no man will ga
into it who bas not made up his mind to give
another four years' leaso of power to Grani;
that the office-holders have no bnsiness at the
Cincinnati Convention, that they did not call
it, are not invited and are not wanted there.
He bows them out by flatly Informing them
that ‘‘they may do &8 they will at Philadel-
phia, but they cannot have their way at Cin-
cionati.”

In fact, it ‘appears that the original eall of
Governor Brown, which was for ‘‘a mass Con-
vention” at Cincinnati, at which no vouchers
or tickels would be required, has been aban-
doned, in consequence of the broad hints
thrown out that the Grant republicans wera
preparing to move upon the enemy's works
snd to carry them d la Forlt Donelson. Thae
plan, therefore, of a regular political national
Convention bas been substituted, and parties
applying for admission to a voice in ita delibe-
rations will be required not only to show thelr.
tiokets, but they will each have to pass the
inspection of & lynx-eyed delective, who can
tell at a glance whether the applicant Is =
sheep or a goat. Mr. Greeley's insiructions
to the federal office-holders touching the Cin-
cinnati Convention, then, will probably be
respected by them, because Greeley and
Fenton know all these office-holders in New
York, city and State, and how they got in,
Tom, Dick and Harry, by getting out or turn-
ing off good Fenton and Greeley men. Brown
and Schurz, in the same way, are as well
posted npon the Missourl office-holders and
outside office-seekers, and no doubt there are
some outside liberal republicans or old-line
democrats in each of all the other States who,
as well as Petroleum V. Nasby, can pick out
the obnoxionus Grant office-holder from tha
remotest corner or cross-roads post office of
the State they represent.

Here, then, we draw the line. The Cincin-
nati Qonvention will be an indignation meet-
Ing of outside republicans in regard to the
spolls and plunder of the national administra-
tion, and the Philadelphia Convention will be
a family love-feast of inside republicans, The
democracy expect a satisfactory treaty of
alliance, offensive and defensive, from OCin-
cinnati, because they, too, are outsiders,
The great body of the people, curing
nothing for the spoils of the federal offices,
nor for insiders or outsiders, will settle the
question of the next Presidency upon the
substantial merita of General Grant's adminis-
tration.

Drend of the Benapartes Ila Franoce.

Rumor has it that one of the members of
the Murat family, while on his way from Eng-
land to France, quite recently, was arrested
at Calaiz and compelled to return. Count
Murat, or Prince Murat, as some will prefer
to oall him, is a member of the imperial
family; and the presumption on the part of
the Thiers government that he was bent om
some business In connection with the restora-
tion of the Booapartes was not unnataral. If
this report proves to bes correct it will furnish
another and most substantial proof that the
Thiers government Is painfully sensitive as to
the danger which threatons it on the side of
the Bonapartes. Nay, more. It seems to im.
ply that the danger 18 not imaginary, but real,
MacMahon Is atill at the hu; ‘:.l l:‘. “tTn

nd whi anges are made in il gireciiong
Ebi'&whwhiﬁi? ﬂmm‘}fmum; what
it was under the empire. The general feeling
is that while MaoMabon might at any mo-
went remove President Thiers, it is not in tha
power of President Thiers to dispense with
tho servioes of the Commander-ia-Chief. Ia
Franoe things are not yet quite as they should
be. We are most anxious to see the rgpublio
prosper and take root. But what with the daily
executions of Communists, the lnexplicable
and fruoitless coquetiing with royalty and the
awful dread of the return of the Bonaparles,
we are not encouraged to believe that France
bas yet found her goal. There must be mora
sorrow before thera is rest, peace and pros-
perity.

Tug UsioN oF Cnuron AND STATE in France
and In Great Britain continues to impede the
course of beneficinl lezislation toward the peo=
pie of both countries, as will be seen by our
cablo reporls of the proceedings of the Frenoh
Legislative Assembly and the English Pur-
linment vesterday.
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