
nouses at* muni a^ 1 pleased for a oav or two, an t

U uothing occurred beiore I must go to Mom .Neck
on Wednesday. In the meantime they would be

near me, and loot out for Donahoe, and il they did

not see him beiore he would certainty meet me be¬
fore reaching Hod< Neck, and I was earnestly cau¬

tioned 10 look out for Donahoe continually.
Sunday night l slept in Rliody Lowery's cabin,

and this next two in old Mr*, bowery's House,

spendingtlie days In wrltlOK, reading (an almanac)
itud going out precious little, on Tuesday morning

HIloDY 8INT A JJKSSENUliK
tome wiib ilie Information tint tier dogs bad been
barkin«r savagely the night before, and m Hie morn¬

ing tn the sand near the house she Uad found the

track ol a large boot ami the bait of a Henry rule,
and sue advised that l re:aam cio>e In tlie bouse all

day. Ibis advics I obeyed, notwithstanding it was

contrary to tne spirit of the outln w.s' order.
1)11 Wedncsd iv m iruin/, March go, I started for

Moss Neck, which, alter wading two streams, one

knee high, 1 reached about ten uitiiut s after the
outlaws, wuo told me

THEY HAD BKKM NK Alt MK

irom the time I loit Mrs. Lowery's plantation. Their
Had ihougul of sliowiug tuemselves to uie and "iot-

mg" me ao .oss oae of tue streams, out a fear that
Doualioo mttftu ba about prevented mem.
1 Here Sieve tool; ine asi le and asked me ugaln il 1
mas honest in the representations 1 had made to

Mieui, and was indeed simply a correspondent, or
WllBlHIiK I w\s A IlKTKOIirX OK SP*.

lie said they nad been lniormod bjr some Intelli¬
gent white men that 1 was hout iiore lor the pur¬
pose or leai iilnir their paths and hiding places, and
that in a lew mouths l would return with some United
States soiule.s, when, knowing all tue roada well,
wniiout assistance !rom tlio inhabitants ol Scuiile-
town. I could guide the lorces and give them more
trouble man they had ever iielore luei with. Ho
told me further that

TO 11 LOWKHY WAS IV KAVOlt OK K 11.1,1 Ml W K
.it once, as mat would be tlie safest plan; that
Andrew Stroag had suggested tuat. 1 lie sent uwav
lu the next train, out mat lie, Sieve, believed 1110
to be hone t in iuv prolessions, and 111.it should
may longer and satoiv 11 1 meant uo treachery to
them. In reply I toid him the truth and lie
ttci'incd to reuiizc it, tor in the end lie expressed
huusell satisfled. linen asked tils permission to go
<lown as far as Lumbcrton on the next traiii. that
routing back 011 the up train 1 muht Iuv.' mite 10
talk wltfl Captain Mor.Hon, tne conductor. After
A little hesitation lie said, aiier making me (dace
iiny hand ou my heart, and
' 8WBAB I WOUl.lt COMB HACK,
y** Well, I'll trust you. You may go; but, by Cod, as

Bure as you live, ir jou don't come back i'll kill tiw

^iext stranger th.it conies in Hero: so 11 you don't
"want any innocent blood ou your head you had

/teeiter come back.''
AtLdmberton 1 wm gaz?d at. curiously by both

*blaoks and whites, a large nuinbei 01 the latter
'being at the depot, whore 1 awaited r,he arrival of
aha up train. J was accosted, however, by 110 one
but

A DISSIPATED LOOK'INH YOI'NH MAN,
who wanted to know it I had any news Tor the
people of Lumberton, ami who said he had l.ceu
charged with being implicated lu tne murder of
Ben Beetra, who had been Ku Kluxed last summer,
bat that he wanted the Hkiui.u to announce his
jierfect innocence of tlie charne. He gave me his
nauie as l<'rench McQueen, a name 1 had heard con¬
nected with the JLumbertou sale robbery, where it
bad been alleged by the mulattoes (other than the
'Outlaws) that the Lowery* bad received assistance
In the town.

I came back to the outlaws, and. with Steve, ro-
traced my way across the swamps, lie carrying uie
over the stream ou ins back, a* he nad done once
before. Andrew and Tom had gone irom Moss
Neck, beiore 1 returned irom Lumberton.

Alter diuner, wlin Steve in Ius own cabin, by his
permission, 1 returned to old Mrs. Lowery's, where
"I remained lu peace until the m-xt day (Thursday),
when, through Khody, the outlaws Kent, lor me.
They Uad received another suggestion irouisome

.white people, tney assured uie, and tnat was

nothing less man that 1 might either
UKWITCH THKil OH CULOKOPOKM THRU.

Here was a dilemma. It wus easy to prove to
tlieui that 1 ccuid noi administer chlorotorm to

them; but their superstition was so ureal that I
feared iny powers of arguuient would b" insufli< icnt
to persuade them that 1 uad no complicity with the
devil.

Here for the ilrst time (we were in Rhody's cabim
they searched me, anu a most thorough examination
the? made. Kvery letter or scrap ol writing about
tne-they made me read to them. To be sure they
could not know U 1 read correctly or not, but as I
iiever hesitated nor inhered, they expressed thein-
aelves satisMed.

llll.Y TOOK MY UKVOLVEK AWAY
lroui me, saying, nowever, they would return 11
beiore 1 ieit. The letter irom th'j HKttAi.it directing
m<S to come here, I11 lis envelope, wim the engraving
of the iixitALD building, made a lavorablo imp res-
Dion upon them, and continued my story.

i asked tnclr permission to go to Moss Neck the
next day, to mail my letters, watch 1 hey at first
declined to give, saying tney would take them them¬

selves; but on my further representing that 1
wanted to hear the news and get some papers riom
Captain Morrison, alter a long consultation, in

which Tom Lowery appeared to be very much ex.

died, Steve told me i might go. but that some of
theui would be there

TO 3BK THAT 1 1)10 NOT B3CAPK,
most earnestly telling me that 1 need nave no fears
irom them it 1 was what 1 represented mysell to be.
Andrew Strong has since told me Tom Lowery in¬

sisted on kiliiug me there and men.
On the same afternoon Steve Lowery took me to

the -Devil's Den," about iwo miles from my head¬

quarters. He was uu.tble to give me any oiner

origin of tue name than that Satan in propria
t*rtoiia onoo appeared acre, and frightened the
iiiilula, who were out minting the outlaws, so terri¬

bly that they incontinently took to their heels.
This is a diabolical looking spot enough, oui 1 have
been shown some drearier oues. It is simply a lo w

marsh, thickly grown with oushes and reeds, the
latter being used by tiie natives as pipestems.
Tne next morning, Friday, 1 went to Moss Neck,

without meeting any of tue tmndiis on my way except
Sieve, who addressed me in a much more surly,
morose manner than he had ever done before. He
said I would Had Tom and Andrew al the station,
uud added,

.*M1N0 YOr LOoK OCT t'OK YOUUILP NOW."
Juiit*before reaching Moss Neck 1 was hailed by

the two villains iroin a thicket by the roadside, and
alter a snort half hour's conversation with them
iraa permitted to go ou. While with them my
nerves received auoi Her shock. Warning me not to
take tne tram and escape. Tom Lowery said

You'vo got to see Kos* oefore you leave dis
country."
As i felt satlstleil that, their assertions to the con¬

trary notwithstanding, Hons strong was actually
dead, llus piotuise did not inspire me with Joyiul
feelings. Indeed this morning l was more alarmed
than 1 nad been hitherto, and when Captain Mor¬
rison, ou the up train, told me the Hkhali> had
Deen received at Wilmington slating that l had

A l'LAN TO CAPrrilB TUB OUTLAWS,
and that they would be sure to hear it before night,
1 jumped on his train to escape. Hut in the cars I
t.aw a copy or the Hkhald reierred to. uud saw thai
jl was Saunders' plan to capture the gang that was

* pokeu of. Two miles above Moss Neck, (he Capialn
.topping tne train, I returned to the outlaws, though
witn some misgivings. When I returned to the

point where I had ieit Andrew and Tom they were

gone, as 1 was informed by a light mulatto girl who
volunteered to guide me to them, llerooiintenauce
"was so smiling and her eyes s* bright that 1 hastily
tleciined her services. And here let me speak of

iux mokai.h op ncurri.wrowN.
Its inhabitants are a strange people, an anomaly

In North Carolina, so near her southern Msier.

Numbering irom seven hundred to a thousand

.ouis, neither wnite nor ulack, iielore the war. non-

slaveholders, hut looking witu contempt upon the
negioes -their white neighbors being nurd, preju-
tilced Scotchmen, having an a jidlng laith in their
owu election u> salvation and that of ail colored
people to damnation.these inuiattocs have grown
up a people uy tuemse ves. Amalgamating since
with tneir neighbors, the succeeding generations
Bre lighter lu color thun the preceding, and Irom
pli 1 can ascertain \>j caretul inquiry, the brightnessvr lightuess of tne female mulatto's complexion is

inlineusb ratio to uer oode ot moial*.
41<bpimk w frwv lamuit.'i, #ai^ tytyve to jpq on

tnl* anbject, "the gats are a»» aliko lu Scutfletowu,
to witlcti Andrew Strong aided,

l'ANI» I'll K W1MMKS IS I»1S HAMB,"
ami I believe ilicy told the truth.

"In your Ulster Caroline marriedr" Indeed Kliody
ixjwery.
"SO, but she has fuiir children," as if that were

tlie name thing.
At ihe house or one ot the mulattoes, where 1 took

dinuer with tne outlaws one day, a inau who has a

weli-stockcd plauiatiou of titty or sixty acres, the
guest on whom

most ATTENTION WAS BK-'TOWKl>
was a very nark mulatto woman, o! about thirty
years oi age. bhe was addressed .'ma'ain," and to
lier all the conversation was directed. Upon subse¬

quent inquiry l asceriainou she had just come irom
Wilmington. where sue had not been a paragon of
vjrine. She had five illegitimate children, two ot
Vtnom were then with her.
The iuor;.ls ot the outlaws themselves were not,

if common report meant unytbiug, any bitter than
they mi)fh: be, their reputed otlspring beiui scat¬
tered lar and wine. lthody Lowery said that her
Husband, Henry Berry, was very jealous about her.

1 was lnioruieu that there were illegitimate
children in almost every house, and that nobody
thought very touch about it. Sometimes the parents
ol the seduced (?1 would be "powerful discouraged,
out m a week or two it ceased 10 trouble them. It
appears to be tne law here to arrest a female who
has given birih to an illegitimate child, and to re¬

lease her upou her swearing to the paternity; the
reputed latuer is then urroatod, but released ll the
injured lomale rctuses to appear against htm, which
tiiev generally retus?, for a consideration, $^5 being
the usual sum. tiiougn ortcu as low as $10 is takeu
when Hie culprit is very poor. Wherever tne out¬

laws wout while 1 was with them they were hailed
with delight by the dutky beauties ol Sculfletown,
who received their olleutunes very coarse jokes and
rough caresses with every maniiestation of pleasure.
I beliave tl/e lemale inmates of old Mrs. Lowcry's
household to be strictly virtuous, and I saw nothing
ui Hhodv's conduct that would induce me to doubt
Iter chastity. Bui u the mulattoes of both sexes ato

bad, tlie
WII1TJ2 AltoN IN T1IK NBflilllNHUlGOD

are far worse. Without taking iuto consideration
the stories ol the people here as to the associations
between white men and colored women, tne color
of the mulattoes themselves shows the result of
much miscegenation, lho general name mulatto
is applied to all persons of mixed negro and wnue

biood, but the laet is that iiuudrcous and octaroons
abound here, but in my wanderings to and lro in

und about Scuilleiowa and Shoo Heel 1 lound

mauy cases oi white men living openly with females
of Airlrau biood; aud It is a most siguiilcaut act
mat while these white men are not ail of the class
known as "poor whites," they are almost univer¬

sally active members ol the political party that
opposes negro suffrage.
When on nds alteruoou I refused the pro.lered

services ol the mulatto girl who offered to guido me

to the outlaws,
I MADE A MISTAKE

that might have given me aoiue trouble. But being
told by her that 1 would Und them near a potut half
a mile distant troiu moss Neck station, where two

roads, one irom Inuiau's aud one Irom the New
llrnlge, meet, I started alono, and failing to meet
mem at thai point pursued my way to Henry Berry
Lowery's ca'uu via Inman-s Bridge. Here 1 told
Kliody of the suspicions expressed and apparently
entertained by the outlaws and of my own mis¬
givings, ana

KEM1NDED (IKK OF A rKOMISK
maac before, that sne would give information or
any unusual occurrence to the special messenger of
the Hkkalu who would be sent up the road by
your correspondent at Wilmington, If It were im¬
possible lor me to convey It myseli.
About two hours after niv arrival at her cabin,

and wheu I was flattering myself that the work ot
the day was over, for the twelve miles walk to and
Item Moss Neck was calculated to tatlgue a much
more muscular person than your correspondent,
Sieve Uowery and Andrew Strong entered the house
with an abrupt;."Here, yon must go with us now,
blU

WE'LL BUND TOUR EYES,"
and urged me to hurry up, for it was getting late,
immediately arter leaving the house, within the

yard, taking my haudkerchtcl, they blindfolded me
completely, and with the simple remark ot Steve to

"WE'VE PROVED HE'S A SPY,"
they led nic oil, Stove taking my hand. The situa¬
tion was unpleasant. The questions of the outlaws
as to my taking the cars iu tne morning, and their
remarks on my failure to meet them where I had
been directed, were ill calculated to assure me that
no harm was Intended as they led me on. The
(act that I was bllndlolaed assisted more than any¬
thing else in keeping up my hopes, lor It struck me

mat it I was to be killed they would have no rea¬

son to care wnether l knew where they were taking
me or not.
Hut, notwithstanding this, there was a fearrul

dread creeping over me; a strange, undellned tear
that my lire would be tne penalty lor what now (for
the tirst time),

SEEMED RASHNESS.
And as 1 was led along, shut out iroin the light of
nay, all the uorribie stories 1 had heard of the
murderous deeds of the men who wore taking me I
knew uot wuiiher, passed in quick succession

through my mind, and 1 regretted, how earnestly
| no one not similarly situated can imagine, that 1
had ever undertaken this dangerous wont.

How long we walked I had uo means or deter¬
mining oxaeily, though it seeim d te me to tie about
iwo hours. My fears may have doubled the actual
time wo were on our journey.

A JOURNEY OK HORROR.
We trod every kind of ground that in to be found

lu that region.over sand, mould, swamp and
creek; through cleared fields, thickets and open
pine woods; now dodging an overhanging branch
at the word from Steve, now switched m the race
by the bushes, and then slap int') water ankle deep.
We went op and on, as IT we would never reach the
end An attempt by S'eve to auido my steps across
a root-log, while he waded in the water beside,
failed once, and after that 1 waded with btui. We
nad walked some distance on the dry land, wheu
we stopped and the bandage was taken Irom my
CfC8'

WE WERE IN I'KREBCT DARKNESS,
but in a few minutes Audrow had a bright fire on
the hearth. Whether It was night or day i was

unable to tell, for there were no windows in the
habitation in which I touud myseir, aud the door
fitted so nicely that no light was admitted if it were
still day. Before I had tlino to observe all my sur-

roundlngs Steve agaiu asked me it 1 were uot really
aud truly in tne

EMPLOY OK THE UNITED STATES,
.telling me he had been so positively assured by all
lils irlends that I meant nothing but evil towards
them that he began to think he had been mistaken
in his opinion of my motives, and that I mignt be
other than a mere correspondent after all, notwith¬
standing ne had been satisfied as to my intentions
the day befote.
Now ensued again a long argument by your cor¬

respondent, in the nudst or which he was Inter-
rupted by Andrew strong:.

..j4r, , you needn't waste your brer: It has
been proved to us that you are a spy, and we would
do rlirht to kill you right off. Hut you can't hurt us
much yet, and ir you'll admit you are a detecilve I
am in ravor or letting you go away sare, provided
you leave lu the first tram and leave all your papers
behind you. But ir you deny what you arc
ALU I "AVE TO SAY IS, RKMEMBKR 8ACNDER8."
1 had always berore round Audrow the most un¬

suspicious and moderate cr them all, and to say I
was surprised at the threats conveyed by his ad¬
dress but faintly conveys my feelings. However, I
talked on and succeeded finally in satisfying them,
aud 1 was noi troubled by any expressed suspicions
afterwards.

THE OUTLAW'S DBN.
When I again felt at sufficient ease to look about

me l saw that 1 was in a log cabin aboui fourteen
lect square and uot more than six icet high, the
whole inside, except above tne fireplace, lined with
aawed boards. A small fireplace, not larger than
an ordinary coal grate, at one end, gave light aud
heat while at the opposite end of the room there

hung from the celling several pieces of bacon and
dried venmofl.
on either side of the fireplace there were, leaning

ftSttliibl tne wail,
THIRTY OB POUTT BHOTCIITSS.

jMUUM WWW tnwrrvl* A bokttl*

some bluukets, a bench, a small table, two stools
and a tow iron cooking utensils ijcaticrcd about
made ii|» tlie total of the iabui's "furniture." I
was not permitted to open the door,

_

wbioh was
secured by u "Dutton."

A KICK CARP PARTY.
Here, then, we spent ttie night, principally in con¬

versation anil card playing, I teaching theiu cuclire
aud California jack, while they taught me "blind,"
"w.'iuuuug jack" aud "three up."
Towards morning, with one blanket under and

one over me, between the outlaws, with my loet to
llic tire, I weul to sleep, but belore long was
awakened by hteve, ami aficr cutting me

A OOt'l'LH Of FOUNDS OP VENISON
from one of the dried quarters hanging up, and
tying up my e os, we started out, and reached
Rhody's cabin at about nine o'clock, they said.
Notwithstanding my mind was not troubled oil our
return tramp as it had been going over, the time
wa were walking seemed twice as long. I aui cer¬

tain we did not return over the same grouud we
went out on.

Upon reaching Rhody's house wo found that, tilled
with apprehensions as to my iato.

HIIB HAD (iONR to moss keck
and communicated her lutormailon to the Hebald'b
special messenger.
Nothing particularly interesting occurred on Sat¬

urday, but on Sunday stove returned my revolver
to me and Rhody'took me to the grave and place ol
execution of Saunders.

LEAVING T1IK OUTLAWS.
On Monday morning, March I started alone

lor the New Bridge (where 1 was to meet AndrbW
and stevei 111 a drenching rain, which in Alteon
minutes wot mo to the skin. To add to my discom¬
fiture 1 lost ray wav, ror 1 had never none on this
road alone beiore, and fears that 1 could not arrive
at Moss Neck in tune for the morning train increas-

.itiir my perturbation, I made a mis-step on one of
the numerous foot-logs I was obliged to cross, and
stepped into the muduy water of Turkey -branch"
above my knees. Alter 1 had been wandering about
the paths and roads that are so numerous in that
vicinity for over an hour, I heard a shot perhaps a

quarter of a mile distant. I answered wiih one
lrom my revolver, and a reply told uic the road to
take.
The walk from tlio New Bridge to Moss Neck was

a rapid one, and nothing worthy of record was
said but the advice from Steve that, 1 should never
return; "for," said ho, "If your report is hard ou

us wo won't see you, while 11 it is in our favor
TIIK WH1TB PEOFLK WILL KILL YOU."

At Moss Neck 1 received an invitation from a aren-

tic,nan of Shoe tieel to revisit that village nelore
my departure. As 1 was fearful of the reeling that
mlitlit have been produced among the whites by
the strong denunciations of my course lu the liohe-
sonian I declined golug, and for the same reason
determined not to stop in Luuiberton.
At Moss Neck the two outlaws, Stevo and An¬

drew, presented me with
AN OLD D0UI1LK BARRELLED SHOTGUN",

which, they assured me, was one of the three used
by Henry Berry Lowery at \Vlregrass Landing,
where alone he dispersed a body ol militia. They
also gave me a lew pieces of silver coin as memen¬
toes or my sojourn among them.
And now, the train approaching, with a cordial

Hhake of the hand, they bade me "go In peace."

THE OUTLAWS ON THEMSELVES.

In all my Intercourse with the outlaws and their
mulatto friends 1 found a strong desire to have
their Justification of their course given to the
country. From full notes of the many conversations
1 had wltn them, submitted to and approved by
them beiore my departure, l am enabled to give thfc
defences of the three surviving outlaws, Stete and
Tom Lowery and AndreV strong.

PRUKATOKY.
Prior to the murder of Sheriff King tne outlaws

of Robeson couuty were Henry Berry Loweiy,
Boss Strong, Ueorge Applewhite, John Dial, Hen¬
derson Oxendlno ana '/tich McLaughlin. All of
these, save tieorge Applewnite, who was a pure
negro, and Zach McLaughlin, a white man, were of
the mixed raco that make up the settlement of
Scuftietown.
The circumstances that drove these men to the

swamps lor refuge.the murder or old Allen Lowery
and his son William, by whites led by James Barnes,
tue murder ol H. B. Lowery's three cousius by
Brant Harris, and the punishment of Barnes and
Harris by the incensed mulattoes.have already
been fully shown lu your columns, as also tne cause
of the enmity of the whites against those peoplo.
viz., the assistance they extended to escaped fed¬
eral prisoners.
A year or two after the closc or the war, when the

outlawry of Lowery's gang prevented their main¬
taining themsoives by labor, ex-Sheriff Reuben
King was wounded while deiending his property
from the robbers, who had broken into his nouse,
from which wdund he died some six months after¬
wards.
Upon a charge of being concerned In this mur¬

der John Dial and Henderson Oxeud.lne were ar-
rested.

_ now STEVE BECAME AN OUTLAW.
Dial, turning State's evidence, testified'that Steve

Lowery was one of the band at whose hands King
met his death, and soon arterwards Steve was ar¬

rested, he offering no resistance to the officers ot the
law.
Steve had until this time been unmolested by the

State or county officials. To escape lrom work on
the rebel fortifications during the war he had songnt
and found a situation that would exempt him from
military duty, and was for throe years a fireman on

the Wilmington, Charlotte auu Rutherford Railroad.
To be sure he was one or the hated Lowerys, but
peacerully working in the woods getting out mate-
rial for the manufacture of turpentine, he had until
now avoided all trouble.
Alter he was arrested and Imprisoned and before

his trial all his fellow prisoners escaped from Jail,
he going to the outer door, but refining to accom¬

pany them, "lor" said lie, "Ood knows I ain inno¬
cent of tne charge brought against me, and If I
should be uniustly convicted lie will assist me to
escape."

STEVE LOWERY 8 TRIAL.
Soon after this general jail delivery Sieve was

called up for trial lu Lumbcrton, and was auly de¬
fended by Colonel French. There was no testimony
wnatever 011 the part of the State but tnat of John

«Dial, who, however, swore positively that Steve
was one of the party who attacked King's house the
night he was killed. Upon cross-examination.
Dial declared he had never said to any one that his
lue had been threatened in case he did not testify
that Steve and Tom Lowery were among the rob¬
bers.

In defence It was shown by three colored persons
that on the night of the robbery, hall an hour oe-
lorc its occurrence, Steve was seen alone

BIOHT MILES FROM KINO'S HOUSE.
Four or live negroes also testified that lu their pre¬
sence Steve had charged John Dial, in jail, with
KaVihg periured himself in swoaring to his com¬

plicity with the King robbers, and that in reply Dial
had said it was true, but that he had been com¬

pelled to do It; that he had been visited in Jail after
his arrest by a party ol white men, who had told
him that he would be

KILLED UNLESS HE WOULD TESTIFY

against sieve and Tom Lowery, .and that if ho
would, he would reoelve a reward or $2,500 and oe
sent North, where the state or North Carolina would
pay ror a two years' course or instruction at a good
school. These witnesses farther testified that Dial-
said he was sorry he had sworn before that Steve
aud lom were parties to tnis murder, but that he
would make It all right at the trial, where he would
testuy to the truth aud Steve would be acquitted.
judge Russell charged the Jury that an alibi was

oiien the last desperate resort of a guilty man to
escape deserved punishment, and that fhey should
e.xasaine the evidence of the witnesses for the de¬
fence suspiciously, for they were all of the same
race wilu Hie prisoucr and were u 11disguised1/ his
friends.
Tne jury, atier an absence of fifteen minutes, re>

turned a verdict or "guilty," and Steve Lowery
was

SENTENCED TO BE HANGED

by the neck until iie was dead. His counsel imme¬
diately moved an arrest of judgment and for a
new irial, which was refused. He ihen earned ihe
case to the Superior Court. Pending a hearing of
his case in the Superior Court

HTKVK ESCAPED FROM JAIL,
tltf bitadw M^rjr Vower/, ^

was immediately outlawed, a price set upon Ills
head, and lie has evor since been a lugitlve from the
justice which is to bo tocud m Kobeson couuty,
North Carolina.

ANDREW STRONG IN TIIK SWiMCd.
Andrew Strong worked on the rebel fortifications

at Wilmington, N. 0., wnenever he was called upon
to <io ho. The worn wan of tho hardest description,
and was performed under fear of tiie lush, which
was not spared.
At the close of the war he married Flora Samp¬

son, aud building himself a log caOln about a mllo
and a hall irom Henry Berry Lowery, he commenced
to work in turpentine ana rosin, but soon left this to

engage In cutting trees for the inauulaciure of
lumber.

In the latter part of January, or beginning of
February, 1<>70, some meat was stolen iroin a whito
man living near wnere lie was operating, and It was
shortly a'ter.vards found in the possession of two
negro employes of Andrew's, upon- a raft he had
BPnt dowu the river. The negro?a escapod, and
shortly afterward*, when Andrew was at his own
house, he was visited by a deputy sheriff, who, alter
a short conversation on general subjects, told him
he must accompany him to Lumherton. Upon An¬
drew's asking him lor a sight of his warrant lie
presented Ins revolver, saying that was his warrant.
Andrew immediately drew his revolver, and, after
an interchange of shots, in which he receive' a

si 1/tit wound in the shoulder, the deputy sUerlfl fled.
At the next term of Court, in August, Andrew

SURRENDERED 111MS KLF
to the authorities to answer the charge of the theft
of tho meat, and at the lirst week of Court was re¬

leased upon his own recognizance in the sum of
j,2)0 to appear for trial at tho next term.
Upon the next Sunday he was arrested upon a

charge of being conce»ned In the King robbery and
murder, and for safe kea.Ung was taken to tho jail
at Wilmington. While in this Jail no was ap¬
proached by the District Attorney of Kobeson
county and assured that if triel he would certainly
be convicted, but tnat ir he would tostlfy against
Henry Berry aud Steve Lowory he would not only
bo released, but handsomely rewarded. ltelusing
to perjure himself he was dotaluud at Wilmington
until tho August term of court in Kobeson county,
whon he was taken there, tried lor the theft of tho
meat aud acquitted. At the samo term ol Court he
was

Till ED FOR ASSAITI.T AND UATTKRY
in resisting the Deputy Sheriff and convicted, but
not sentenced. A bench warrant was issued by the
Court, however, for his deteutlon until next term
and a bond in the sum of $1,500 required for his
appearance for sentence. Not being able to furnish
this he was kept in jail until the latter part ol Sep¬
tember, when, by order of tho Court, ho 'was re¬

leased npou giving his own bond lor his good be¬
havior In the sum ol $v£00, and a bond or tiie samo
amount to appear at February term, 1871. . At tins
Court he appeared and was discharged. At tne
same term Heuderson oxendlue, who had been re¬

arrested, was tried and convicted ol the King murder
upon the evidence of John Dial, aud after his con¬
viction made a confession, In which he said that
Andrew strong

TOOK PART IN THE KILLING OK SAUNDERS.
Audrew was then declared an outlaw and $5,000

offered for his body dead or alive, and he has ever
smco been resisting the efforts of the authorities to
capture him.

HOW ANDREW STRONG BURIED SAUNDERS.
Andrew's connection with tho death of Saunders

was this. Tne Monday morning the mulattoes had
seized Saunders at Ills illicit whiskey still they were

taking lam to the Bpot where they proposed killing
blm when they overtook Andrew strong with nls
sister lthody Lowery, ljenry Berry's wife, whose
child he was "toting" for her. Thejr made no
effort to avoid him, but told him that now he must
accompany and assist them In their work of ven¬
geance, as he had seen wno composed the party.
Notwithstanding his remonstrances he was com¬

pelled to go with them, but on their arrival at the
place of execution he absolutely reiused to take part
with them in drawing lots lor an executioner. On
the contrary he

BEGGED THEM TO SPARK SAUNDERS'
life if he (Saunders) would swear to leave the coun¬
try. This, however, Saunders reiused to do, saying
he would ratner join the band. Andrew then askeil
that Saunders might be permitted to take his own
life, which gracious permission was accorded him,
aud

SAUNDERS TOOK SOME ARSENIC
which ho had In his pocket; but that not having the
desired effect, lor some reason to the outlaws un¬
known, he (Saunders) opened one of the veins of las
arm with a penknife, but had not suillcient courage
to see hlsJlfe ebbing away, and

begged to be killed instantly,
when, the lot having llalen to Steve, he shot him
at close range. Andrew Strong and Tom Lowery
turning away from the frlghtlul scene. The other
persons present were Henry Berry Lowery, Boss
strong and Henderson Oxendlne. Andrew was
men directed to bury Saunders, which he did as de¬
cently as he could. He wrapped him In his own

blanket, and clasped lu 1ns hauds, folded on his
breast,

the photograph of his wifk,
wiilch he found in his pocket, and the next day
mailed to the wife a letter sauuders had been per¬
mitted to write to her.
sauuders appeared very grateful to Andrew for

his efforts in his behalf, aud begged him to accept
his penknife, which Andrew at first declined to
take; but, on being urged by the unfortunate man,
he took it with the remark:.

..God knows I pity you, for I have been in the
very presence of death myseir when Make Sander¬
son was killed, and I can understand your feel-
lugs.'*

WHT TOM LOWERY WAS OUTLAWED.
Murdoch McUlaln (who with his brother Hector

was afterwards slain by the outlaws) was one of the
party of live wno attacked the swamp robbers,
when Steve Davis, one if the attacking party, was
killed. As a very complete and correct account of
this engagement has been given by a former
correspondent I will not repeat It Here. It
is suillcient to say that Henry Berry
Lowery, Boss Strong, George Applewhite,
Zach. McLaughlin and Henderson Oxendlne were
attacked by a party or Ave, who approached them
in the rear and fired upon them before they were
aware of their presence. Steve Davis was killed,
and another of the attacking party, and Boss strong
wounded In this encounter. Murdoch McClaln sub¬

sequently swore that
TOM LOWKRY WAS ONE OF THE PARTY

of outlaws attacked, and npon his inioroaatlon Tom
was arrested and Imprisoned in Lumtoerton with
pop oxendine. in May, 1871, Henry Berry Lowery,
with lour of his lollowers, entered Lumberton, and,
breaking open tne prison doors and tearing up rrorn
tne floor the shackles that confined them, bore Tom
lowery aud »'op Oxendine off in triumph. Of
course Tom I-owery was immediately outlawed by
the county authorities. He is the only one of the
living band wno has been seriously wounded in the
many engagements between them and the forces
sent against them, though Steve and Andrew have
received slight injuries. Tom once received twenty
or twenty-hve buckshot in his body, which laid him
on his back lor over three months.

GENERAL INCIDENTS.
It Is not, pernaps, my province to detail the ac¬

counts given me oy these'famous bandits of occur¬
rences, engagements ®nd incidents that have
already been mentioned or described in the Herald.
The contest at Wiregrass Landing, where Henry
Berry Lowery, swimming along in the Lumber River
upon one side of nis boat, which he made his
rampart, put to flight

TWKNTVTHREB MILITIAMEN,
after severely wounding two of them; Hie engage¬
ment within tour hundred yards of H. B. Lowery's
house, where five outlaws drove away a Sheriffs
posse of seventy, killing two and wounding seven;
the shooting and dispersal of the soldiers who
were carrying to prison the wives of tne outlaws,
and the killing of James Barnes, Bront Harris,
ones Inman ami others who have fallen in this
savage conflict, have been presen cd to your readers
already.

But. there are some incidents or this war recalled
to me by the outlaws that have uot been pub-

1UTh?outlaws bribed to kill Steve told me that the
outlaws were rrequently solicited to commit crimes

by men not under the ban of justice. Kvcry out¬

rage perpetrated In or near scultletown was laid at
the outlaws* door, and since 1886, with ordinary
oatfUVfti nfMnHr of cvU WtW K4WH4 We

outlaws receive the blatne. Bat there are many
jiersons ia Robeson and the adjoining counties who,
turning away lroin tlie actual commission ol crime

themselves, have cauirht agents m the swamp* of
Scuftletown. Within six months I was assured by
Bteve he and nenry Berry met by appointment a
white merchant of the county, who offered theux

FIFTEEN nUNDBKI) DOLLARS TO KILL
_his business partner, whom he agreed to brlni*

within their reach. They declined the offer, and it
required some self-control to prevent them hoin
.slaying the man who so misunderstood their po¬
sition.
Steve olteu said he too* no pleasure in killing,

and that lie could not talk lightly or Joke about the
taking of a human llle; only in self-defence or In
th<* administration of the justice dented ilieui by
the whites would he be indnceu to kill.

Blood I>KM ItKg TO RETURN TO BCUFFLETOWN.
Henry Biggs was a young man, who, according

to his story, pressed in the outlaws service by
Jack McLaughlin, the white member or ilie gang,
at the tlrat convenient opportunity shot Ills captor
dead with his own revolver, lie received a reward
of (400 for his action, and immediately left the
country.
A snort time before my visit to Scuffletown the

following letter was received lrom him:.
"Jan the 22 lo7J

"Mr II B Lowery 1 will rite vou a lew Hues to let
you know mat i am not a going to bother you nor
the Rest 1 wont to know If you ar the same by me
1 have bin forsed out alter you but If that time
Holes Round again l will leave the country nrst 1
want you to answer this so l can come back.

"UKNRY BIG jS."
a brave mulatto woman.

At the tim# James Barnes led the company that
shot old Allen Lowery and uts son William to death
and wanted to burn Mrs. Lowery and her daugh¬
ters, in Robert MeKenzle's smokehouse, they cap¬
tured four or nve escaped federal prisoners.
One of the party of prisoners, who were hiding In

the ScutHetown swamps, had been taken seriously
111, aud at the time of Barnes' raid was suffering
with a feverish delirium in the hospitable cabin of
Amanda Nash, a middle aged, alu^le mulatto wo¬

man, who lived by herself.
When toe Barnes party learned ot this they went

to the cabin aud demanded tiio prisonor, saving
they would hurry mm on to hell; that, in short, they
would kill him on the spot.
Amanda toos the sick soldier's revolver, and,

standing in the doorway, delled them to come in,
saying they must

FIRST PASS OVKIt IIBIt DEA1> BODY,
for while she lived the Door man, uuconscious of his
peril, should uot be murdered. For some reason
she was not killed by the Barnos party, who, in-

stead, parleyed with her lor some minutes, at the
end of which time a compromise was effected, she
to give up her patient upon their promising uot to
kill, bul to send him to Lumberton. lie was taken
in a cart to McKenzic's smokehouse, and was one
of its inmates when the proposition was made to
burn it. The next day he was taken to Lumberton,
whore he remained until Sherman's soldiers re¬
leased him.

GENERAL GORMAN'S STRATEGY,
As related by Steve Lo.very, the campaign of Ad-
jntant General Gorman was unique. In the spring
of ltt71 the Governor of North Carolina visited
Lumberton to consult with the prominent men of
Robeson county a s to the best means to rid the
county of Its pest. It was unanimously agreed by
tne citizens that If the Governor would send a de¬
mocratic oillcer to head a body of determined men,
the bandits would be killed or captured with little
trouble. The Governor then directed this demo¬
cratic adjutant, appointed lor the purpose, to pro¬
ceed with a company of United states troops, fur¬
nished for the purpose, and a body of one hundred
and fifty militia (to be mastered by the county and
to be renewed or changed weekly), to the head¬
quarters of the outlaws and kill or capture them.
The military wore stationed along the railroad by

General Gorman, who, immediately upon his arrival,
made efforts to have an Interview with the villains.
Alter a month's exertions, during which time the
soldiery were perieotly passive, Gorman succeeded
in meeting with Henry Berry aud Steve Lowery.
To them he made the extraordinary announcement
that the

GOVERNOR WAS TH3IR FRIEND
and Intended them no harm; that as he was a re¬
publican he had a strong desire to save to the coun¬
try the lives of such staunch fighting republicans as
the Lowery gang of band its,\nd that he nad author¬
ized htm, Gorman, to promise them a guard and a

SAKE CONDUCT OUT OF TUB STATE
if they would give up their arms and leave the
State with their tamillea. To this proposition the
outlaw leader replied that lie would readily accept
the terms offered wnen he was assured they were
made in good lalin, but he required a written offer
from the Governor himself. This General Gorman
agreed to lurnlsh, and, after an absence of a week
lrom the scene ol bis military duties/returned
the outlaws with a paper bearing the name of Gov¬
ernor Caldwell and the

GREAT SEAL OF TIIE STATE,
and which contained the offer before mentioned.
The outlaws refused to accept the terms, declining
to lay down their arms, but told General Gorman to
say to the Governor tuey would leave the State
with their families, and defend themselves on the
journey, If he would withdraw the reward offered
for tneir capture. Geueral Gorman departed with this
message, and, arter an absence of but two days, re-
turned and sent a message to U. B. Lowery, ask¬
ing him, with his band, to meet him at Inman's
Bridge the next morning at daylight, saying fur¬
ther lo (Gorman) would be alone. The officer tailed
to meet the robbers at the place appointed, for they
ascertained long before the hour appointed for the
meeting that Gorman's full force of soldiery was

AMBUSHED NEAR THE BRIDGE.
General Gorman then sent another message to

the men ne was attempting to capture to meet nun
near Rules' store on the railroad upon a Monday
morning, an* tne night before planted his meu

along the road lor half a mile two nides below tho
rendezvous, whlie he himself was seen at a safe
distance from the scene of the expected engage¬
ment sweeping the road witn a spy glass.
He never met the outlaws agalu, greatly to their

regret, for this second treached fearfully enragedihcra.' At his llrst interview with them he asked
them, "for a Joke," to

F1KE INTO HIS FORCE WITH FINE SHOT,
but not to hurt them. 9»ying they would be driven
off, and the campaign would bo ended. The out-
laws declined, as tney believed ids object was to
exaggerate tue difficulties with which ho was sur¬

rounded, that he might get a stronger force of
United States troops and bring the general govern¬
ment to the assistance of the State.

Tnt OUTLAWS AND GENERAL GOVERNJIENT.
These men profess to have an unbounded respect

lor the United States authorities. They frequently
said to me:.
"we will fight the State or county authorities as

often aa they are sent against n»; but we must be

hard pressed before wo wltl engage with United
States soldiers, for we have no war with them."
Again they salu:-"We will not interfere wltn the

, railroad because it carries tie nulls lor the govern¬
ment, aitbongh we know large sums or money are
often to be found In the express oar." "But,» they
would add, "tho railroad must not be used against
us, for we must take care ol ourselves."

WHY THEY DON'T ESCAPE.
"it is a hard life," said Steve Lowery to me one

day, "I would give all the money in the world If 1
had It to be allowed to lead an honest, peaceful life;
no man who has not experienced it can know what
it is to be hiding in tne swamp, searched for contin¬
ually, » price upon his head, and nothing in the
future to look forward to t>nt a violent death. We
men could easily leave the county and State if wo
would go without oar families, but we

wont do that. We would rather die and
we will die nere. I know I will be killed, and per-
haps soon, but 1 will detend my life as long as 1
can, and none of us will ever be taken alive to bo

hung up like dogs for uoing what we were forced
into, ill the Governor would withdraw the reward
we could get away, but lie will never do that. And

men It will be hard for the colored people here wntn

we go away or are killed.
THE EC IUX ARE AFRAID OF 0E

now, bnt I am
when wo are put out of the war,

^like us rise up to defend tuemsel
^ ^ UQemurderers and roobors; 1 h*ve

C.,. wood »»
. oolor.J iu»r,

w M tl.ej: « <*.

nm> it l were to meet a man her*
now that I knew u> be 0110 or the Ku Klu* I would
kill him in an instant; but 1 nave uo innocent blood
to answer lor. All that I Have killed w'ere men wUa
had injured us or who were alter our Heads. I want
you to say through tlie papers mat we nave been
driven to tnis life.the hardest that can be.througn
no fault of our own; and, as we are not allowed to
worn for a living, we are compelled to steal, and
that, while we have the use or our bodies wo wul
never be takon."

STEVE LOWERT'S REASONING.
Iirnorant, superstitious, unable to read or write 4

these men have bad their minds sharpened by ne¬
cessity, and tUcy undoubtedly have an excellent
knowledge of human nature. Shortly belore my
departure sieve Lowery said to rue:.
"You are Hie founn man we've tru-ited. The

other three.John 0. Saunders, General Gorman an<l
Colonel Kraut Wishert.were treacherous; and you
may be liere Tor souie other purpose than that you
pretend, but. I think you are houest. The day you
first met in, you may remember, I did not talk
much. Well, I was sumying you. and at laat I
came to the conclusion that you were just wuat you
said you were; and as tlie IIkuaib bad

PUBLISHED A I AlItkR ACCOUNT OK US
than wo had ever seen, as reau to us by you, I was
lor Hiving you all the information we could. As (
said to Andrew, 11 wasn't that you cared anything
lor us, but it was lor the money yon would make
and the help it would give your paper that
you came. If you had come here and said,
.Men. I have been reading or hearing
about you, and, baiieving you have been
badly treatod, 1 want to join you, or
I want to nelp you to get away rroni here, l would
have safd, 'Mister, the quicker you can leave this
country tiie healthier it will be for you.' But your
story seemed reasonable, and you looked honest,
uud we have trusted you as we have never done
any one before, anu as we never will auy one again.
1 want you to say there will be no use in anybody
else ever attempting to come among us as vou have
done. When your report of us appears In print
mere are hunJreds of men who will think they can
disguise themselves as correspondents and come

among us to get a shot at one or us or effect our
ca, lure. And

VOU MUST NKVF.lt COMB BACK
here either. You would be safe in coming ir wo
find you nave written the truth about us, but even
thou you could not see tu ugmn, for vou have had
Irequeut opportunities of killing one of us, aud
while I believe now no Idoa oi the kind has ever en¬
tered your mind while you have been wltll us, not¬
withstanding I was suspicious at times, yet when
you return to your home aud think how easily you
could have maue over $5,ooo you might be tempted
to corue again tor another purpose, so mind now I
tell you there is no use in your ever coming back."

KllODY LOWERY'S ADVENTURES.
Few persons or either sex have been exposed to

the dangers that have besot the path ot the pretty
"Queen or Scufflotown.'' That she has not been
outlawed is one of the omissions of the Robeson
county magistrates that nils me with surprise; for
If any person in that mulatto settlement has ever

given "aid aud comfort to the enemy" mat person
has been Rhody Lowery.
That she lias remained in a house that was peri¬

odically surrounded aud riddled with rifle balls
would show her to be a woman of uncommon cour¬

age, without mention of particular instances In
which her bravery was displayed.
Upon one occasion, when Henry Berry was in his

home, from which he had then been absent lor
several weeks, tne striking oi a horse shoe notified
him of danger, and a peep through a crevice show¬
ing nlm a party of forty or more

HORSEMEN WITH BLACKENED FACES
dismounting. He opened the back door and rushed
lor the swamp, while Rhody, opening me front door
next the Invaders, stood there with her children,
while the bullets of the enraired and disappointed
hunters hurtled about her.
This body ot disguised men was commanded by

Colonel Frank Wishert, who had always professed
a sympathy for the outlaws.

AN ATTEMPT TO BRIBE RHODY.
Colonel Wishert made an effort last summer to

persuade Rhody to betray her husband into the
hands of his enemies. He wanted her to give a

powder, which he represented was a sleeping
potion, to her husband the next time ne returned,
and notify him wlieu It had taken effect. The con¬
sideration to be paid to Raody for this work was
the entire reward,

AMOUNTING TO OVER TIN THOUSAND DOLLARS,
then offerod for the capture of Henry Berry
Lowery, ana a comfortable home in another State.
The offer was rejected. Again, McQueen, or
Donahue (who afterwards killed Boss Strong), in
one or the visits or me mliltia to the bandit's head¬
quarters, asked Rhody to poison her husband with
some corn broad he then aud there offered her, for
which she should have one-half the reward offered
and Donahoe's protection lor life.

SAVING HENRY BKKRY'S REV01.VERS.
Upon oue occasion, when Henry Berry Lowory

was quietly spending the eveniug in the bosom of
his family, his belt or revolvers unclasped, and
lying on the. bed and his guns standing In the cor¬

ner, a slight noise attracting his attention to the
front door, he saw about a dozen men within ten
yards of the house. Hastily seizing his rifle he
rushed out of the opposite door amid a perfect hall-
storm of bullets from an equal number oi meu on
that side of the house, through their ranks aud es¬

caped luto the swamps. Just as the front party
entered the door Rhody succeeded in depositing in
her pockets two of her husband's Coil's revolvers,
and, as she was not searched, tUey were saved.
Rhody has almost invariably been treated with

respect by the numerous bodies that navo entered
her castle, and she has never been the recipient of
personal rudeness. Cpon this occasion her hus¬
band's shotguns were carried oil by the "invaders."

STEALING A MARCH ON TUB SOLDIERS.
When for nearly two months soldiers and mili¬

tia were stationed about and around the cabins of
the outlaws, in pursuance ot some vague plan or

theory of the state officials, the femalo inmates of
their houses were permitted to go and come as the?
pleased. Scarcely a day passed by without an in¬
terview between Rhody Lowery and her husband,
when the actions of the enemy would be compared,
and information was easily gleanea from some

enamored soldiers by the lascluating Raody and
communicated to the hunted bandit.

»1 am going to see Henry," sue would say to the
guards about her house; "follow me If you want

to see him;" and upon her return, "Henry sent
his respects to you, und wants to know how long
you will stay," Ac.; and yet no attempt was ever

made to follow her; there was too much peril in tu
IMPRISONMENT .OK THE ROBBERS' WIVES.

When that brilliant piece of strategy, the arrest
of the wives of the outlaws, was determined upon,
aud Rhody Lowery asked to accompany the militia

only to the store at Eureka, Henry Berry Lowery
was within 200 yards of his house, and quickly im¬
parted news to his comrades. After the wives or
Steve aud Tom Lowery and Andrew Strong
had been captured on the way to the
store they passed close beside tho band
of outlaws, who gave a signal soen oy Rhody. Be¬
cause U. B. Lowery was not absolutely ccrtain tho

women were to bo imprisoned the

permitted to rass through tne swamps unmolested
to me store at the railroad, where they for the flrst

ume toid their prisoners mey were to be taken to

Lumbertoo, and marched tnem down the railroad

l°One ofthe* "miiuia, Bert Mcclain, a mulatto him-

hck but "pressed " into mis campaign, nad been so

considerate of Rhody a comfort as to "tote" her
chid six months old, lor ner through the woods,
and lie received his reward, for soon alter leaving
the store Rnody, knowing there would be a conflict,
called McClain to her and asked him to carry the
child agam, and he had scarcely complied with her

request when^ ^ TR| 0CTraped outlaws

from tho side or the railroad killed two and wonnded
several dr the miinia, while the rest took flight,
leaving ihe women and Mcclain alone upon tho
track. At Lumberton, tho captives going to Moss
Neck by the advice or their husbands, alone, they
were conflned in tho Court House, where every at-
tentlon that could bo desired was shown them. At
the end or a week, H. B. Lowry sent a message do-
tuanding their release and threatening retaliation.
It Is neediest to say tnoy were not drtained an ho®r
atter tho message was receiyed.

IN CONCLUSION.

I Uave now giv0u tho U»r*u> a Plain wtement


