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OHUP GIT OF THEDIVINE PATERNITY.
S>tmon ?>)- the UfT. Dr. Chnytln.1Christ's
Aicfiijiioii>Iti Slgnifltntlun and In¬
fluence Upon the World.la Heaven a

Limited Place and Shall We Know
One Another Hereafter I
The Rov. Dr. Chapln discoursed yesterday morn¬

ing with lus wonted eloquence on the Feast of
Ascension.. lie said:.During the past week a por¬
tion of the Christian Church has celebrated the
Feast of Ascension. Oreat Is the significance of this
event In relation to the personal career of Jesus
Himself. Tlio reverend gentleman did not
propose to reopen tho question of the
miracles. There arc those who would
presorve the historical Christ without the miracles.
But if we have n historical Christ at all we must ac¬

cept the miracles. Apart from this line or discus¬
sion the ascension ofJesus has a special signification
In relation to Ills personal history. The ascension Is
of peculiar importance, as completing the history of
tho resurrection.

TI1K SPECTACLE OP HIS MORTAL TMSSOLFTIOJt
ought to have excited doubts as to ills ascension.
But the event of the resurrection showed that
death had no power over liiiu. It was neces¬

sary that Jenua should leave the world
in a manifest way. llis ascension was the
crowning event of His career. It has not
only a historical completeness, but also a moral
illness. The miracles of our Lord arc not mere
wonders: they are vehicles ofhelp an healing, ne
mine to tins world from the depth of infinite mercy,
and His closing act was in accordance with ills en¬
tire career. a great deal Is said ai tut

CUUIST'B SECOND COMiNO.
Ilis ascension was p 'ireful and noiseless. Are
we not Justified in saying that Tlis second coining
will tie In like manner* Thus He oiten does come
and lias come. lie comes tu tho utterance
of every truth. lie conies In the work¬
ings of human hearts. lr civilization has
shown any advance it has been rooted In
the tearhirigs^ind the Influence of Christ. It has
been said that the record of the Christian Church
has been one of intolerance, si 1 lie and bloodshed.
All this is alas, too true! But there is a distinction
between the folly oi men end the substance of ro-

llglon, as Christ taitgut It. Shall we condemn
science because there liavo been bigot d men who
professed It y Fl.all we condemn political move¬
ments bccauso politicians are somuimea acrimo¬
nious ami unscrupulous ? Whatever persecution
lias been in the Christian Church Is In direct con¬
tradiction to the sptill of Jesus. By our Saviour's-
asccusion to heaven we have confirmation that

CHUlfUANirV DESCENDED I HUM HEAVEN.
Its peculiar power consists In the fact that It
coincs from above. Man always hocus and will
always need something superior to his nature. Man
cannot exalt himself If there Is not something
higher than himself. All human his'ory has a su-

j crbiunan origin. Even Its conflicting elements
are uuder Divine control. But wo need a clear,
bright light to steer us on the pathway upwards.
Ji m needs tho strength of a Divine aiui to lift Mm
out of the conflict of passions, if Christ had ro-
maiucd in the grave

THE HEAVE OF Ctir.tsT
would have been a shrine of Mcc< There would
have been a geographical limit to Him; but by llis
iiseensloii lie becomes u spiritual und universal
saviour. Wiicrovcr the thought of iiinu ascends
lb-is there. JJc Is all around us. What objection
we inav have to the forms ot miracle* when we
come to the kernel of tho fact it unfolds the truth
of a higher sphere. We can't get along without
tonus and symbols. Tho repre. illations of Cnrlst
which great artists have given us may be all false,
and yet who can behold them without being
moved v T he reverend gentleman continued:.Pro-
te-tnnt, us I ain even Imago worship appeals to my
imagination. 1 do not say that

THE REAL HEAVEN
is rot a place. Th-ye mn-t be somewhoro a place
where spirits dweri; where the shadow of death
never comes; where tho wicked cease to trouble
tiud the weary are at rest. Ood Is a spirit; but
can wo comprehend Hod without attributing some
form to Him. Tho ouo grand point settled la tho
fuel of u spiritual region of n supreme reality. The
moment we havmfuithin Christ's uscension we mny
feel that others w hom we luivc known have also
astpjnded. Chrjst went up In form, In bodily aspect;
so those who d part from us go up In form, abide in
form. There Is u spiritual body, if so the question
are <¦*, -- -r- *

SHALL WE KNOW ONE ANOTHER HEREAFTER?
I am sure we shall know each other, as we can
know ouch other now. We are enclosed in practical
materialism. M n needs nothing so much ns,the
faith that t ils world is not oil. Wo need the habit
of looking tin. but we must And our vision unpltca-
bio here. Our Ideal is l.bovc.our work below.
Faith in the ascension of Jesus asserts a twofold
tendency: it lifts us up while It leads us on.

ST. STEPHEN'S BOMAN CATHOLIC CHUR<^
Sermon by the Ilew." Dr. Mdllynn.The
Paruclete.C'liMilty .Tlie Music at tlie
Mass.

^

The midsummer heat of yesterday did not
Dot deter people from crowding this church at tho
high mass In the morning. It had, however, the
effect of giving to tlio congregation a very summer-
like nppeurancc, for summer styles of clothing
caught the eye everywhere, the result being a very
pleasant variety of all sorts of light and fanciful
contrasts.
Seldom has thore been finer music at a high mass

than whs heard here yesterday. Tho service
opened with a "Kyrle," by Nini, the "Christie
Klelson" being rendered by the soprano and tenor.
The "Gloria" was nlso by Nlnl, and was well begun
by all tho voices. The "Grntias Aginius'' was a con-
traito solo, rendered by Mine. Bowler very sweetly
nnd with great effect. In the quartet "Qui tollis"
the voices were fully sympathetic and not a grace¬
less note occurred. Slgnor Oolctti sung the bass
fcolo "Quonlam'' with great power and artistic
force, his magnificent voice, at limes, giving an
almost dramatic character to Ids rendering of the
passage. The Credo" was that recently composed
Ly Mr. Dan forth, the organist of tlio church. It
opens in six-eight movement, solid and firm, andglides easily afiing In the eccfi'Slrsllcal stvle to tho
"Centum tion factum." which Is h beautiful tenor
nolo, elaborate In design, and to which ample justice
was done yesterday by Mr. Bernhardt. The "Kt in
Inoaruatua" Is a chorus with two obiigntoH. -opvano
nod tenor.and these wcro effectively rendered,hilss Kinma llouaen singing with customary grace
and polity of tone. Tlui lady ni.so sung the "i.t in
tjplrltuin," contralto bolo, wfith remarkable effect,
cvoiy note tehlng. signer <;.>'. tti, in the "l-.t In mi
hi'.ndiatil." was even better, if ; nobble, than In Ills
a ,b> In tho "Gloria." The offertory piece and the
. AgfiuA Del" Welti both ariiOikcl bv Mr. Dauforlli,

fa whom In etna no small praise fbr the rich musical
treat given yesterday,
Tho nigh mass vviia sung by tho Rev. Father

Lynch, and after the Hi mi Gospel tin- Rev. Or. Alc-
Ulynn preached from the Goupul of the dfcjr. Having
remarked that the Gospel was peculiarly appropri¬
ate ycst.cidajr, lie proceeded to explain the menu-
lug «»f the Lord'* promise of sending the l'aruclcte,
wliut the Paraclete was aud tho purposes for«wldeh
the llolv Spirit was Meet. The Paraclete was the
spirit of truth which tUnlet promised should bo from
the Father, aud this wan given as a comfort to our
fallen nulureM, in ueed of sustenance. The prc aoiior
titon treat oil t<> speak Of the love we should hoar
to Cod under this spirit of enlightenment, ami
pointed to the extraordinary work of the Almighty
in rartohiBg the poor, who vtrt ni.lel with
graces ami purity of soul of the moat exalted kind,
lie thru introduced some remarks ulsiut that
charity without which all else Is unavailing,
and on liiw s|H>iut gave an exhortation to
love ouc's neighbor lor the love of Uod. Tho
sermon was both eloquent and profound, full
of Scriptural truths and theological doctrine, put
before the audience In simple but most expressivo
language. The description of tiie Saviour's love iu
sending the Puraoleto, which was to couie from the
Puttier himself, contained mauy passages sublime
In the exalted thoughts with which they abounded.
Throughout tho whole discourse wcro scattered
striking thoughts that appealed constantly for the
sympathy of the audience, and sought for a recog¬
nition of the doctrines inculcated. As is usual with
tliis preacher, lie closed his discourse by inviting
his congregation to adopt the truths set before
them as their own, and to act accordingly.
Ju the evening tho first grand concert of the New

York Choial Society waa given at this church lu aid
ot the New York Foundling Asylum. Archhisliop
MoCloskcy and a number of priests were present.

ST. PAUL'S METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH.
The Promise* of God and Their Kulfll-
iiiriit.icriuon by Or. KUily, of Wash¬
ington.
la St. Paul's Methodist Episcopal church, Twenty-

second street aud Fourth avenue, the services were

conducted yesterday and the sermon preached by
Dr. Eddy, pastor of the Metropolitan church, Wash¬

ington, D. O. Dr. Eddy is oae of tho most distin¬
guished scholars and brilliant preachers in tho
^Methodist Church, and the mere announcement of
his name was sufficient to fill St. Paul's with a largo
aud fashionable congregation.
He took for his text tho fourth verso of tho first

chapter of the second oplstle of St. Potcr."Whoroby
are givon to us exoieodlng great and preclons
promises." He said:.TUo promises of God

and the hopes held out to us In them aro tho
dlviue assurances of meroies and blessings.
They bring pardon to tho guilty, holp
to tho helpless, compassion to tho
sorrowing anil comfort to tho needy. They aro

limited by no time and curtailed by no circum¬
stances. The conditions have only to bo observed
and the reward is suro. He that pleads a divine
power, however, ranst be certain that he Is the per¬
son ami his the condition indicatod in tho promise, or

tho Word will bo of none effect. The guilty caunot
claim the promise held out to^he penitent; the har¬
dened man cannot put himself iu the placo of the
contrite oue. But let tho conditions be observed,
and the fulfilment Is certain. If It can be shown that
auy one of God's promises ever failed In accomplish¬
ment. wo are willing to admit that tho record in
which they aro givon Is uninspired. We must con¬

sent wholly and without reservation to repose our

trust la God, and rely upon His promises to obtain
the exceeding great aud precious things thoy pro¬
mise.
They hold out to ns two things.first, to escape

the corruptions of tho world; aud, secondly, to ob-
tain the reward of our constancy. Sin is tho dark
Incubus that broods llko a spectre over tho other¬
wise fair and beautiful world. It is It that fills oar
Jails, peoples our lunutlo asylums, desolates so

many homes and opens so many graves. If wo

would escape from Its slavory and get free from Its
pollution we have to look to Jesus through the eye
of faith to obtain assistance. The conquest with
tho dread enemy Is no easy one. He who would
conquer must fight, and, laying hold of faith,
claim a representation In tho glorlons
franchise of Baintshlp. If wo would
escape from bondage to the great haven of rest we

must lean upon Jesus as a broken reed; our eter¬
nal reliance must be upon Ills all-conqucrlng power.
80 the exceeding great and precious promise, that
we will be made i»drtakors of His divine nature.
Tills is the reward of our constancy and our

struggles to be one with the Father.Godlike I11
heart and Godlike in life, Godlike In will aud God¬
like In action. To reach this divine nature we must

trample under foot the corruptions of the world,
proclaim eternal war with sin, turn our faces
towards purity and our backs towards impurity,
and the future Is certain.
The promises are so lofTv and noble In the divine

heights to w hich they point, so touching I11 their
tenderness and so rich in their reward, that tlioy
commend themselves alike to the grandest facuiiios
aud the simplest Intellect. Royal In their lineage,
they are royal in their rewards. By the exercise of
tho regal power of will they are attainable. Wo
are not of those who look upon the exercise of will
us an absurdity. That to pray for Its suppression Is
not wrong no oue will deny. A nature without will
is the baldest mockery. To be great we must be
decided, assert the principles of our manhood and
boldly decido to not abate one lota
of our Heaven-sent principles. Tho union
of the human with the Divine nature docs not de¬
stroy the power of will. Wo retain our faculties
and our pow ers only that they are purified and
strengthened by tho power of tho Divine nature.
The sun shines upon the earth, but It does not cease
to be the earth thereby.It Is only the more so from
the fertilizing rays; upon the ocean, and It la only
the more the ocean from tho countless beauties that
sparkle on its surface. Sowe In our union with
the Saviour do not cease to be men, but, on tho
contrary, put on the perfection of manhood. There
Is a world of meaning In tills thought of the infinite.
In our childhood wo can remember tho thoughts
that used to gather around our opening
years, our mind travelled over creation and its
wonders, till the question occurs, when we fancy
we have traced them to their source, Where did
God begin ? Have you over stood at tlie foot of a
hbrli mountain und looked up, with II < darkening
shadows around yon, or gouo to the brink of the
ocean awl gawd upon Mm vast expanse of water*
spioadout beiorc yon, without straining your eyes
to see If you could distinguish the other side and
see the cloud-capped solves of the Old World, your
mind filled with vague longings after something in-
tangible th.it jou caunot define t in the stillness of
a starless night you w-alt and watcji, uutfi pjrciiance
a st.ir peeps out of the darkuofiS like a heaeon or a
headlight, and you breathe n sigh of relief that you
are relieved from tho tlrcad Immensity of the stlll-
ness and the darkness. What aro all these but
longings after the infinite » for the soul must have
an UiUnite ocean In which to swim or It would not
have rest. There are many things in the plan of
creation and redemption we cannot understand,
Nature Is full of mysteries. You may question this
and dispute that, but how Cjin wq yrfto do not lirf-
dcistand creation presume to measure the Ore-
utor? Between tlie Old and the New World,
the jnotliej pountry and the daughter,
thor? stretches a tiny piece of cable. You look
at It, but you cannot understand Its mcaulng
or explain Its philosophy. It tells you nothing
of the s-crets of the mighty deep, tho strange
monst rs that inhabit it and the countless treas¬
ures It engulphs; nothing of the burled steamer
and the doomed .sailor of tlie subterranean caverns
with which tradition peoples It; it utters no word;
the stories of Its romances and Its novels are uu-
written books. But there Is a gfilnn reftjltv about
It all the time; for when It touches tlie otlieYklde
then It speaks, und President communicates to
Monarch at\d glontucJl Jo President, Premier to
Secretary and Secretary to Premier. So Is it with
many t',lines in tlie realms of providence aud grace.
in the chain of promise that stretches from earth
to heaven the puzzles that occupy the brains of
schoolmen may not bo explained, but we speak on
i k't{i aud God auswcia lu heaven, mid wc want no
lli'inn"1 «*-"«.- n»_.. I
The still, small voice of mercy speaks In Aii those

promises of God. He stands behind them' i»ud
guarantees 1 heir certainty. This is an age of fordo,
and we want to have more faith. There is a cense-
less conflict of contending powers waging, and in
it in tlie war of science against orthodoxy, or the
upheaving of an earthquake, which destroys or
desolates our Pacific coast ivlth its resistless power.
But tho work of God is a noiseless one. We can
hear the groan of the earthquake, but we cannot
discern auy sound from tho sunbeam; and so
thought Is silent, but It controls force aod Is con¬

tinually conquering It. To the sinner and the saint
the promises arc alike precious. To tho one thoy
hold out tlie promise or forgiveness; to tlie other
holp in time of need. Trusting lu Christ we are
safe In III111.as safe here on earth as If we had en¬
tered the golden gates and taken our places with
the blood-washed throng before tlie great white
throne. Mr. Eddy, in conclusion, said:.Oh, may our
Church never cast off her allegiance to and faith lu
thes" promises. As decade art.-r decade ami quad¬
rennial niter quadrennial passes by, whatever
other changes It may witness, may It never lose
the slniplo faith of Its eariv days I11 the
God who has sustained It. I walked
through Greenwood Cemetery, and as I looked
at tlie evergreens ami emblems on the graves,
[mintingheavenward*, I thought of the Having of
Emerson, in one of his latest imoks, "th at elcrnll.v
Is but a sentiment." Oh, Emerson! man of profound
culture and rare culture, poet, philosopher and
orator! come forth frotu your acudemlc shades ami
look out unto the fulfilment of the glorious promises
held forth to the believer Grent mini though >011 be,
I would rather ndhero to the Bifnplo faith of a trusting

1111: an all the rcsotri b*a of your philosophy.There Is an Immortality, ami when the end of life
1s reached ami we come to the bunk of tlio great
river, and, looking beyond, wo shall boo cherubim
ami seraphim, with lie our older brother In tho
uuU.iL Wv bliaa 1>*M owl aud be (or over bid with

Ohriat In Ckx!. Thank God for the good old doctrine
of Uanortality.

ST. PATEIOK'8 CATHEDRAL.
The Birthright of the t'hurrh.The Power
to Forgive Sine.Sermon by Father
Kearney.
The high uua at the Cathedral yesterday was

celebrated with the usual pomp aud gorgeousness.
The altar was tastefully decorated, and a hundred
glittering lights shone brightly from either side of
the altar. Mr. Qustavns Schmiti, the organist of
the Cathedral, had the musical part of the service
carefully arranged and artistically rendered. There
were about thirty-live or forty acolytes on the altar
during the service, and a part of them held lighted
wax tapers dnrlng a part of the ceremony.
Father McNumee acted as celebrant, and Father

Kearney preached the sermon, the evident end of
which seemed to bo to prove the power of the
priesthood to forgive or retain Bins, even as that
power had bocn bequeathed to the apostles by
Christ himself.

Before reading tho Gospel Father Kearney
stated that next Saturday would bo the feast
of the Vigil of rentccost and also a fast day of
obligation. "On next Sunday.the Feast of Pente¬
cost.tho last mass at tho Cathedral will he a Pon-
t meal high mass. Father Kurke will deliver a lec¬
ture at the Academy on Thursday next, by special
request, and those who Intend to attend should get
tickets before the night of the lecture."
After the list of orders for tho coming week the

Gospel was read, which was taken iroin St. Mark,
slxtoenth chapter, beginning with the fourteenth
verse and ending with tho chapter. As be¬
fore stated, the aim of tho sermon seemed to
l>o to prove the power of the priest in forgiving
sins, Inasmuch as he is the successor of the
apostles. The gist of the sermon will be
fouqd lu tho following:.The earthly work of our
Lord being done, lie departed to open for us the
gates of heaven. At leaving the apostles He uttered
a commandment.that Is, He ordained tho priest¬
hood, when He said, 'Go forth and preach the
Word to all tho world.' When Ho had done His
part He deputed the chosen Tweivo to continue the
sarao, and as they wore not destined to Uvo forovor
iu tho llcBh their successors were commanded at
the same time to do the same. God has said that
His Church would last until the end of time.that Is,
the Church built upon Blmon Peter.and He also
mcnut that that Church should romaln unaltered
even iiuto the end of time, and as a consequence of
this the power of the apostles 6f His Church must
remain Inviolably the sauoo as they were when He
founded the Church, or If not tho Church would be
altered, and consequently not the Church He
founded. If the Church of God was to remain un¬
altered forever her ministers must also remain vn-

pUerod and mug( haYOU? SiUQO power that he
bequeathed to the apostles. Ir the power or for¬
giving sins was only to extend to the apostles, with
them the Church he founded would cease to exist.
But this power was not only given to the apostles,

but to their successors, and in this way the Church
of Christ has been and will bo perpetuated until tho
end of time. \

Peter, tho rock on which our Catholic Chnrch Is
founded, was the most favored of all the apostles
during tho first year ho was with our Lord. He
oalled him "Peter," which means a rock. The oc¬
casion when ne gave Simon this name was when
He asked him who lie thought Ho was, and Simon
answered, "Tho Son of the living God." When
Simon said this Christ answered aud said, "Simon,
thou art Peter, and on this rock I wtil build my
Church." It was Peter, James and John who wit¬
nessed the transfiguration on tho mouut. It was
Peter, James and John who went with Christ when
He went to resurrect the duaghter of tho High
Priest, and It was Peter who proposed to All the
vacancy made by the Itell of Judas.

the Immovable Church of Christ. Now, how are wo
to know which Church is Christ's Church, In theso
days when no ono man's brain can contain the
names of the various sects? Wo shall always know
it by those signs: "It Is one, It Is holy, it Is apos¬
tolic." nt Is one Inasmuch as nil the fold believe In
ono fhtth, and that faith has a visible head on earth,
tho successor of St. Peter. It Is holy, It being uu
emanation from God himself. It is apostolic because
Its priests have received their power from Christ.

OHURCH OF THE MESSIAH.
Glances at Jesus' Life anil Mission-Mts-
takes by Looking at Only One of llta
tonalities.'Tills World Part of the Next-
Sermon by Rev. G. W. Brlggs, of Cain-
bridge.
There was, as usual, a large congregation at the

Church of the Messiah, corner of Park avenue and
Thirty-fourth street. Kov. G. W. Hrlggn, D. D., of
Cambridge, occupied the pulpit. Ills text was

chosen from John."There was a mggrtage In Cana,
and the mother of Jesus was there, aud both Jesus
was called and his disciples to the marriage."
I think, he began, that we seldom
grasp tho true meaning of this incident
in the history of Jesus. Contrast it with the scone

almost Immediately preceding it; see how beauti¬
ful It is Observe Its place in tho record of His life;
consider what a revelation it is, both of Ills Gospel
and His heart! Ho had gone to the wilderness for
solitude In which to meditate. He seemed like

ANOTHKK JOHN TUB BAPTIST.

But tho loneliness of the wilderness gives place
to Jubilee. It Is a marriage festival. On the third
there was a marriage. Three dayB was Jesus
in the desert; on the third He was at
tho nuptials. lie Is no longer anstcrc; His
brow is no longer wrinkled with suiTcrlng. All
the sweetness of Ills nature gushes forth, llo Is tho
loving man, the one we can take to o'ir hearts and
keep there. What did Jesus do when He came down
from temptation t His first action is the key. Ho
mixed In revelry; temptation was an Incident
of Ills ministry. Ho does not by set deslgus strlvo
to accomplish this or tlist; no ono was more spon¬
taneous than He. Ho did what tho occasion, what
the hour, demanded. After enlarging on this part
or his subject the speaker proceeded to state that
religion has suffered greatly suffered, but suffered
most of all from the

MISCONCEPTION OP ITS DISCIPLES.
Let them not quarrel with those of another belief:
Christianity Is not to be proved by the sword. Let
them show the omnipotence of God, the symmetry
and grace of Ills religion. Men looked upon Christ's
solitude and became ascetics. They forgot His
attendance at the marriage feast, His participation
lnitsjoy. Listen to the

WORDS FROM THE rCI.riT.
Tills world Is a prison, a place of probation. Wo
hear that Jesus suffered: the love yi soiuc men lias
been concentrated upon that quality! His brow
wrinkled with thought qjpl pain. Ill, body writhing

nv. The speaker said ho believed that ChristIn agon r w_...

IHtonso, as thrilling, pleasures as Ills suffer¬
ings. J.le a],.-o gahj. that ho wished that some¬
thing might bo substituted for the cross, the
cmidem of pain and ignoniy.something that should
symbolize tho joy of Christianity, tf a rather will
give good gifts to his children, liow much more will
your Father which is iu heaven give to those that
ask This earth Is not a curse. God made it anil
called it good. In Him we live and move anil have
our being. Kvery hour His hand is renewing life.
A curse Ift if I Learn to look at it with Jesus, seek¬
ing ^ ""r: -

*

god Avn ooftTS "in everything. .How beautiful to vi"w tho world as led by Josns I
What fascination in everything! This contempla¬tion may bring devotional sentiments, but devo¬
tional sentiments are vain when viewed with one
good action. Jesus tells us how surpassingly lovely
one good action Is; how much of Heaven thero is In
it. He sees In It all tho bounty and majesty of nil
angel. How the words, "Thy kingdom come, thywill be done on earth as it Is in heaven," annihilate
the space between heaven and earth. Jesus did
not come to prepare us for henven. He cuuio to

j MAKE IIHAVEN OtN KAR17I,The»doctrine or Jesus Is one. The passages of
Scftpturqjhat s"cm t<? S£!Uradtct th<j preceding
Sentiments an; eusiiy refuted. Jesus catly refuted. Jesus cftnic to open
tho beauties of the earth; to make the humblest
duty grand: to inake the world h room In the
Father's mansion. What harmonies are therebe¬
tween the exposition of Jesus and science as it
gradnniiy expands! The law of nature Is alwaysthe same. The splrltunl law Is always the
same. There are many mansions in the Father's
house, but tlie same presence, the same benefi¬
cence, pervades them ail. When will the Joy that
reigned at the marriage feast reign on earth r

doi/^le CEREMONY AT THE CONVENT OF THE
GOOD SHEPHERD.

At three dv'lock yesterday afternoon the secluded
chapel In the Oopvent of the Good Shepherd, at
York vllle, was the ao4ti£ ofa double ceremony.that
of the reception of thred young ladles and tho pro¬
fession of three more, the latter having passed tho
two years' novitiate satisfactorily, and tho former
three Just entering upon the same term of proba¬
tion. The several altars were simply decorated
with flowers culled from the garden of the convent,
among which the pure nnd lowly "Illy of the valley"
shone with a modest grace well becoming the
occasion. Candelabra of chaste design supported
the wax candlos, whose soft light suffused a gen¬
tle radiance ovor the choir of white-robed religious
as they slowly wended their way Into the chapel.
When all had taken their places, the postulants and
novices kneeling before the grating separating the
altar from the choir, the celebrant, Kev. Fathor
Hurt haler, gave to each a blessed candle, and all
seating themselves, he addressed them upon the
two ceremonies about to be consummacd, con¬
trasting vividly the different states 01 life us repre¬
sented In the world and the cloister.the ono

presenting honor, station and wealth; tho other
humility, sedation and poverty; und the latter
bourn oroferrud bv these youUUhl candidates that

they mijjlit the more perfectly imitate Him who
hat* Haiti, "Learn of me, for I am meek uutl humble of
heart."
When the discourse was ended the ceremony

of reception tire? look uluoe. The postulants kneel¬
ing before the altar were Interrogated as to their
demands, and responding that they desired the
.'holy habit of religion," they were led Trom the
chapel to luy aside the soft (lowing lace and

BltlDAI. WREATHS,
and exchange the habiliments of the world for the
snowy habit of the cloister. Presently returning,
they knelt again before the altar; the celebrant
gave to each the white scapular, saying. "Receive
the yoke of Jesus Christthen ths white veil to
conceal her from the gaze of men: theu the Ivory
chaplet of beads as a murk of their tender devotion
to the virgin mother of Jesus Christ; and last, the
white cloak to cover them as with a mantle of
charity, when they returned to their places in the
choir. Tho candidates for profession now advanced
to the altar and asked to he finally received as
members ofthe community by the recital of the "vow
that is perpetual." Being thoroughly examined as
to their determination to continue in this choice of
lire to the end of their days, they each declared It
to be their intention to "remain in tho house of the
Lord forever:" and the Prioress having signified
that they had passed tho necessary probation, tho
celebrant bade them accomplish what they had
begun, when each In a distinct voice pronounced
her vows, and, having appended her signature
thereto, knelt aside until tho veils were blessed, the
choir meantime intoning versicles of appropriate
psalms. When the veils had been blessed the cele¬
brant gave to tach of

TUB CANDIDATES
a silver heart, as an outward sign of her having
given her heart entirely to God; and thou giving to
each tho black veil, said, "Put this veil over your"

~inaeyes, that you may no longer see a world you have
renounced forever;" the Prioress having placed a
crown of white flowers on the head of each of the
newly-professed sisters, the other nuns advanced,
and, taking the black pall, held it In an unbroken
rank over the prostrate forms of the three youthful
"brides of Christ," while the organ pealed forth
the requiem of the dead, aud the religious in melt¬
ing strains intoned tho "Miserere." Whenlng strains intoned tho "Miserere." When this
was finished the celebrant sung, "Rise,
my Bisters," and the pall being with¬
drawn they arose, and again kneeling be¬
fore the altar each arisen sister received across, tho
celebrant, saying, "Reoclvo tills cross, and, in imi¬
tation of Jesus Christ, remain fastened to it until
death. Co la peace 1 God has accepted yon." Rts-
iug and retarnlng to their places in the choir,
"Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament" concluded
tho services. The friends of tho religious retired to
the parlors and were soon Joined the youngbrides, whose Joy was as serene as the smiles of
heaven. The names or the young ladles who re¬
ceived the habit were Miss Susan Russell (in re¬
ligion Sister M. Maroella), Miss Minnie Flynn (In
religion Sister M. Catherine, of Slennu). Miss Mary
O'Kecfe (in religion Sister M, Angellno). The
names QJ' the young ladles who received the black
veil And took tnti fcoleuib Vdws were Miss Mary
Grace (In religion Sister M., of the Immaculate Con¬
ception), Miss Mary Mekeon (Sistor M. Borch-
mans), Miss Bridget Blaokwoll (Sister M. l)osi-
thous). -V- ...

CHURCH OF THE DISCIPLES.
The Hope of Salvation-Sermon by the

Rev. Dr. llepworth.
Mr. Hepworth's evening toxt was taken from

Acts xxvil., 22."Bo of good cheer." After com¬

menting at some length on the toxt, he saidI
think cheerfulness is not only a privilege, but a
duty. Thore are very few experiences so trying
that the heart cannot smile. The Hps may refuse
to laugh because the eyes are full of tears, but the
trustful heart may feel that though life sometimes
gets one down, it can never conquer, and this gives
a color of gladness to every sorrow. If you are on
board a ship In a dangerous storm, when the waves
pound the vessel until she shivers and shakos In
every timber, and come rushing over the deck In
a perfect flood like so many demons, seem-
g BaJ> '"ve Rot you now, you walk the

deck all night long if you have little or no faith in
the captain. If he looks as though he did not com-

prehcnd the situation, or hesitates and vacillates
in giving orders, you get not a wink of sleep, you
are harrassed by doubts and fears, lmt if, on the
other hand, you are snre that tho craft under your
feet is sound from keelson to masthead, and that
the captain, who has been through a hundred
storms worse than this, knows Just what to do and
how to do It, you turnlu without dread or fear and
sleep as though you were a child in tho arms of
your mother. So Is it in life. If you have no faith
you may well be anxious and solicitous, for who

m ?-Jeilli wha,t a',ay niRT bring forth r If your belief

vroto" outy nhraH*1"<'"; y,e,ar8 a*°- learned
2y .l° out of tho catechism, you have good

ttortto? handed0!. aua trouW'U- mit ft on
,

A FKKSONAL I'RIKNn,
whose inco you have seen, itnd wheae imn,1

»iriwwCa^i0U' t!V'n l'10 deepest sorrow will show a
bright, s.de, and tho most tormenting <lWni>nr>int

Iffas 10 ro" you of tt .°tain'eellng, worth
all the world to yon, that it will come out hJii?
after all. All possible evils may fly ont of vil.
dora s box into your lUeo if hoi>e, divine hone is

ft-own?bi?ta2 sm?Ie!ient Und qU,et' uua weur n°' »

ltslT,u^n^i?'°nual1Wayf' happiness; that Is

thln Mi. .fW10n you hoar a "»an sigh about
rrii.s vhIo of tours, anil siiiir with r in cm

brlous tone " I would not Hvo always"

rnna"!^ always know that he Is consciously or im-

''""fi'ojw'y a great humbug. 'Tis a fieautlfu
uorld to live In, for our Father made It ¦ ,m~

whfnl ®xp°Pl; where there Is great affliction 'and
hniJnf tones under any possible circumstances
am

Place assigned In the divine economy. The
old Pjophet said, "There's a time for everything "

Ye, that's tmc; there's a time to laugh an^ a time

!'cAry;a "'»® ^ be born and a time to He" but no

,V.e to Rrowl and yap at fortune like a whipped
dog. IV hen a man gets up in prayer ineetiug ami
teUsyou he would rather die than live-that he's

mnt o0r. th.u ,j0nl t0 coinc nn(l take him.you
P , .

"'tie that he Is talking nonsense If the
Lord slionuy-eally come for hlui ho would go down

Me iinknn*u,"1>op for a little longer lease oruTe
ll«_ls tho ttst man to be taken at Ills word
Now, continued tho preacher, I do not sav timr

fr'.m"it1HI'lmiv'^nv' fof rollKl°" cheerful; tar

mte iJrtweai nn°nas1 ss
thi ftictWathere Iiad®p,0Te ,n'F<> than I can tell

SSSKSltyi'>®lb-?&t&£rvsrsj?*:
Mil H ? M P.? uUer scepticism Iiec'-.uso
re gion which they havo been taught to believe

SilSf- ,ttr
r Aisspsia r
you sav thereBu nn aSt w,T0U "eHlly to death, do
jo ay tiK.ro is no such tiling as me'llrai m»ir»ni'A v

tecase'^ToIfteSl lla^takTn'|Coesnotnsuei[
Icine f VoHahre got

rtft,8c to take any

as it was ndministored0^"France''hnd at once a

all priests are hypocrites, no n-mnilr, ^ , *1
saw a different system, and found til if h

mo kind that lie had 40011 thai
sav tovon <>long 7

I been fed on "the "^esTminiter^a^i0?"80/0'1 hRV0

Ton can't digest It ?>n CaL01c',isn'.'«nd ilud

Iilramr««

will not bias my boy's wind* I will iof iiim
1

,»urbo,i Uon'tjoi,jhinnNM
.v .

RBUOIOfll OPINIONS

l^."^hhK.rlT,S
religious lteller. Pray ,n.K-e tl.it ratolake uo more

BROOKLYN CHURCHES.

PLYMOUTH OHDBCH.
SeU-Ooveriiment and ~Its Social KfTecta-

""Ke- "«¦" »¦">

I ln"''r'iC,irh """morn.
Ing, and Mr. Becchor preached one or his most
powerful and interesting sermons. Previous to the
sermon Mr. Beecher baptized a number of Infants
and made various announcements to his congregal

110 Poached from the first eleven verses of
the flrst chapter 01 the Second Epistle of Peter in
which the npostlo confirmed tho people In hope' of
the increase of God's graces, and exhorted them by
faith ami good works to make sure their calling.
Mr. Beccher snld that men were fond oflooklng

at the divine government from that side where It
could least bo aeon and least known, and where they
were most subject to the errors of their own Imagl.
nations and the obstructions of a philosophy falsely
so-called. It was far better to look at the great
truths of divine government.the mystery of God's
dealing with men In this world from the human
side. We were called by God, and It was a call
that was to bo answered. It was revealed that the
destiny of the human sou! was lo come In partici¬
pation of tho divluo nature. On account of this,
said the apostle, "Olvo all diligence." "Add
faith." what was faith t Bnpersenauousnoaa r

VV hut was suoarfMJQAuuufcDOM ? £l .M Uiftt

moral Intuition, that moral Inflight by wtiteh w»

discerned the great invlslblo world. Now, said the
a pontic, "Add to your faith virtue," which was not
what we meant. Our understanding of virtue
wan the oppoBtte of vice, and in the apoetollo mind
the idea was practlealneaa, substantial righteous-
ness. 80 the apostle Hald, "Add to this practical aud

righteous and wise oondnot." It did not say "add
to" In the original, but provide or develop In. And
in virtue, knowledge, said the apostle; but by this
was not meant sclentlflo knowledge. There was a
higher knowledge.those subtle intuitions of truth
which meu had who lead high and noble lives.

A MAN OK OK EAT CONSCIENCE
had a great sense of truth. A man who cultivated
his tastes had a finer knowledge of beauties. The
knowledge meant in the text was moral Intuition.
"And in knowledge temperance." By temperance
whh meant self-government, not the local use of the
term. "And iu temperance develop patience".en¬
durance, the spirit of bold, courageous, quiet wait¬
ing. No mau could beat down time and events
by force. Let It not bo Btolcal, stubborn,
sulky wuitlng, but that kind which believed
that God reigned. "And to patience godliness, and
to godliness ui othorly kindness;" so that you had a
warm symnalny for yonr family, for your neighbors,
for your Church, for all other churches, for non-
church folks and for all the world. "And to
brotherly kiuduess churlty." Mr. Beecber re¬
marked that the idea of the destiny of man was ono
that should lead him Into the llkenoss and into the
participation of the divine nature. John told ns
that we were sons of God; but what that meant ho
did not know, and nobody has found out since. We
are sons, but it don't uppcar what wo shall be.
We had hints and analogies of the way through
life, and it was evident that wc were Beeking some¬
thing higher. We were tending away from the
point at which wo began. We began at tho point
of selfishness and ended at the poll) t of disinterested
benevolence. Wo began at the animal head of life,
and were to go through by that path that leads us
Into the wayvof divine excellences. It was of little
consequence to Mr. Beecher where no came from
but It was of a groat deal of consequence where lie
went to. There wero many men who were investi¬
gating where man camo from; but the preachor did
not think It would do any good to investigate the

ORIMIN OK THE HUMAN RACE.
He regarded Mr. Darwin's labors with a profound

Interest, and believed that the world would owe
him a great debt of gratitude, but ho was not uble
to accept all hlB speculations. Mr. Beecher did not
participate in the horror felt by those who thought
they had sprung from some lower forms of exist¬
ence. "I would Just as lief," said the Plymouth
church pastor, "spring from a monkey as some men
I know of." (Laughter.) Ho did not care, however,
so much about that thing, never having "been
thorc." He wanted to know where ho was going to,
and he did not care where ho came from. Now
let men bore In tho rear, It Is for mc to look to see
whore I am going xo. No man ever built a house
with one lick, except when he was In summer
dreams. When men shut their eyes and are archi¬
tects of scenery they enn build earths. Many sup¬
pose that when a man was converted by the power
of Clod that the spirit of God went like a Hash of
lightning. Did you evor know lightning when It
strj&a mount..^ jaetai S10^tain ana put tho government b.uiiip on
the pieces? The conversion of man Just
started liirn and told him to work out his
salvation himself Who ever threw an acorn at the
ground and caught an oak by the rebound? To
suppose, then, that tho grace of God did the wholo
work for the man was contrary to the uniform
testimony of tho Scriptures and universal experi¬
ence. Wnlle, the pastor said, he had great respect
for peoplo who wore

SEEKING A HIGH CHRISTIAN LIKE,
be would tliank thoin not to use language that mis¬
led. When he heard men say that tiiey had
roaclicd a perfection in Christian life he laughed,
for the samo reason he did when he saw
a child making a baby house and supposing it was
a real house.

It was said that Solomon's Temple was built with¬
out the sound of a hammer; so was God's temple of
the soul. It would be a temple built In darkness,
but revealed In light. Some said that If they could
get back to naturo how easier society would be.
Where Is nature.lu tho crndle or In perfect, ripe
manhood? Tell me that a state of nature is u state
of blessedness! It Is a state of sa vageism.
Mr. Beecher contended that men were not to be

valflod by their value In society. He who
was poor outwardly might carry all tho
signs of sonshlp inwardly. In Ufo who
could tell what men were ? As illustrating this Mr.
Beecher referred to a circumstance whieli occurred
at his father's tiouse when he was a boy. His ratpor
had in his employ as stableman a man who proved
to be a Latin aud a Greek Bcholar, and who read
and studied at tho close of day in the kitchen.
"And that man," said Mr. Beecher, "knew more in
his little linger than I did In my body, and ho was
scrubbing my father's horses!" Where were your
queen's found ? Not In palaces, but In hovels. Mr.
Beecher, in concluding, contended that It was just
as hard to bo wicked as it was to be virtuous.

THE ACADEMY SERVICES.
Rarely, If ever, haa the Academy of MiirIc been

filled at a religious service as It was filled yesterday
afternoon when Rev. W. Morley Punslion preached
one of the ablest sermons ever delivered within Its
walls. From pit to dome every available sitting
or standing place was filled. The stage was crowded,
and hundreds who could not gain an entrnnco left
murmuring at tholr 111 luck. Guards were placed
at the doors to keep the crowds out when the build¬
ing had been filled. At three o'clock the Academy
wus more than ordinary well filled; but while others
were gathering for the succeeding half hour the
Rev. C. C. McCabo and rnllip Phillips entertained
the audience with songs of tho sanctuary. The in¬
troductory services were conducted by I>rs. Fpham,
Urunsou and Newman, after which Mr. Punshon
stepped forward, and said that he needed no
greater excitement than that inspired by the au¬
dience before him, and he therefore requested the
people to keep perfectly still while he attempted
to explain the first two verses of the second
chapter of Paul's Epistle to tho Golossians.
"For I would that ye knew what great
conflict I have for you and for them in
Laodlcea, and l'or as many as have not v,een my
faco in the flesh; praviug earnestly that, yonr hearts
might bo comforted, being knit together In
love unto all rlohca of full assurance
of understanding to th? aiiknowledgrnont of
.e. God. and tho Father and
Clilist. Mij ) unglKTi then analyzed tills prayer of
1 uul. and sentence by sentence, and almost weird byword, pc^ught out the full beauty and meaning of
each. ue showed how necessary comfort and rest
J11 f.o every soul, and that theso can springnnly from
within. And especially do they arise from hearts
knit together in love. And this leads to riches of
understanding.to the assurance apdfull assurance
of understanding, and "for what purpose ?.the
acknowledgment of tho mystery of God and the
Father and Christ. On this last thought Mr. Pun¬
shon became suidluiely eloquent us he pointed
out some of the characteristics or God, the
mysterious. Tho greatest triumph of faith, lie said,
is the acknowledgment of a mystery. The sov¬
ereignty of God is suggested In the first idea of the
mystery of God, bnt tils Fatherhood appears in tho
second; so that we can look to Him. not as a kingly
tyrant, but as a loving father. And the mystery of
Christ.wliut is that? Without it the other two
mysteries would lie lncoiniirelieuslble to us; but
they are now brought within the comprehension of
our finite understanding. Thero are students up
In heaven who have been trying to solve this mys¬
tery. And without controversy irreat Is C;e mystery
br godliness, we Shall ]o(i\ lliemby auA byjJM
.h«n 2"Kr.ow!°dge Christ our all In all. Me. Pnft-
Bhon urged tiie audience t" acgiyilnt themselves
with this mystery.

SERVICES AT THE WASHINGTON AVENUE
METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH.

Religious Rites and What Ceremonies
of tho Church Portend.

The Rev. Dr. Erastus Wentworth, of the Troy Con¬
ference, preached to a large congregation yester-

.day morning at the Washington aveuue Methodist
Episcopal church, at the corner of Greene and
Washington avenues. After the reading of the
Scriptures and prayer the Rev. Dr. Wentworth took
for his text the following:."For we are the circum¬
cision, which worship God In the spirit, and rejoice
In Christ Jesus, and have no confidence in the
flesh." (Phllipplans ill., 8).
The reverend gentleman proceeded to speak of

the different Interpretations of certain words used
in the Scripture upon which individual Churches
had been founded. Circumcision was not particu¬
larly a Jewish rite; for It pervaded tho whole East-
It waS, doubtless, sanitary in its origin, was under¬
stood in history as a sanitary measure and con¬
ferred in the rctlglousj-ltc. But It was

A HlllTH CUSTOM,
originating in a bruto age, and yet It was prac¬
tised bv divine command, and was a Jewish cus¬
tom to the present hour. The attitude taken by
these people In this respect was one to Invile open
hostility. Tho word was used also with a different
meaning, as the circumcision of the heart, the cir¬
cumcision of ?he Hps, Ac. Christianity had noi pre¬
vailed In Jerusalem more than twenty years when
n council was called to settle the question as to
whether circumcision was necessary to the salva¬
tion of tho soul. It was

A rROTKSTAST COl'NCIT.,
and the first council ever hold, and this body de¬
nominated it. a yoke which we were not compelled
to bears so tho custom was only adhered to by the
Jews, lie then spoko of the different, analogies of
the word tompie, as used In the Scriptures. The
word meant church, tho Templo of tho I.ord. and
there were many other names to the sumo word,
nnd It was not at all surprising that the word
"church" mcantbnllrtlng anil a place of worship, riio
definition of tills word was tho contested ground.
Who were meant by tho faithful t l pou this

niKFKIIBNCR or OPINION
were the lndl\ idtuil churches built up. One < Uureh
Is built, upon the Interpretation of one word and
another upon another, and it was Impossible to say
what Chnreli was tho vlsiblo Chuvcti. etui t had
set up a Church for ns which wo believed was the
honest und truthful expression of

run aiNODOM or <»on.

TUero waro two words rourosuuUug tho church:

one «u the synagogue and the other tho ecclosl®.The Jews adopted tho word synagogue aud UhrlaE
took tho word ecclesia. In Deuteronomy It wan
referred to by Christ as the ussemhly."He founde®
an assembly." Paul's favorite appellation was ton
"Church of God/' and it was Protestantism against
circumcision. The forms, rites and ceremonies of
the different denominations were then alluded t^particularly those of the Catholics. They had near®
considerable of Infallibility.of

THE 1NFAI.LI HII.1TT OF THE POPE.
If the Pope was Infallible then every single priestof tho Papal Church was infallible. It was not rightfor the Catholics to claim their Church as the onlytrue Church. The Church of God was essentiallycatholic, no matter whether the denomination

was Roman Catholic, Baptist, Methodist, Presby¬terian or Episcopal. The reverend gentleman was of
the opinion that It made bnt little difference how
wc Interpreted tho word. 80 long as we were oou-
Blstent we would doubtless

FIND OUR WAY TO HEAVEN.
The thief upou the cross no doubt found his way

to heaven. They did not claim to be the Church,
but they believed they were members of the Ohurofe
Catholic. One of the delegates of the MethodtoS
Uenerul Conference had suggested that the word
"Catholic" be struck out of the ritual, bnt this should
not bo done, as no denomination had the right to

CLAIM TUB WORD "CATHOL10
cxclnslvolv. The family name was the cnurcn,
and If thore was a Roman Catholic aiurohtherewaS
a Protestant Catholio Church, a BaPtl^.°£,V\?2Church, an Episcopal Catholic Church. We all na®
tho rlg\it to use the naine "catholic.' and there¬
fore It should remain In the rituals of our Charon.
He then alluded to the differences which had pre-
vailed from tlmo to time in tho Catholic Chttrj-B|and argued that thousands of those connected
with the Roman Catholic Church would leave It and
loin other Churches were it Bot that they bellevea
by so doing they would have to renounce the word
"catholic." This was the strength of the Church.
It made no difference to what Church or what army
thev wore allied, when tho hosts of sin appearedthey should unite and take up arms for the coinmo®
Church of God.
The benediction was pronounced by the Rev. Dr.

Boehtn, the oldest Methodist minister, being nearly
ninety-eight years of age.

ST. JOHN'S METHODIST OHTTBOH.
Tl»e Harmony Between Science and Be«
llgion.Sermon by Rev. Dr. Newman.
The Rev. J. J. Newman, D. D., of Washington, oc¬

cupied tho pulpit of tho St. John's churoh, Bedford
avenue, yesterday, and tftok for his text Roman®
x., 12. "Bo not wise In your own conceits." Th®
theme was_ tho harmony between nature and
revelation, and In Its discussion he thoroughly ven¬
tilated the theories of Huxley, Darwin, Agassla and
other modern scientists. He commenced by saying
that the speculations of modern scholars were bold
and without a parallel In the history of
the Church. Those speculations had an un¬
happy effect upon three classes of persons. Thay
confirmed the Infidel in his infidelity, increased th®
doubts of thos? who hiul literary tastes without re¬

ligious fcclKationr^fdislurbod the peace of cer¬

tain Christians. The Idea was prevalent Jhat^her®
was a natural antagonism between science and
religion, wbereas between the two the utmost h»r-
mony prevailed. It would be Ms object to show
that the God of nature Is the God of revelation,
that Ho whose glory the Heavens doolare Is tho
same whose perfections are recorded In the In¬
spired volume. It Is the same volco which, In tho
beginning, said, "Let there be light, and thore wa®

light," afterwards said, "This Is my beloved Son, in
whom 1 am well pleased." The idea that there we®
an antagonism between nature and revelation re¬

ceived prevalence from the conduct alike of Bohol-
ars and theologians; scholars who had claimed to
bo the high priests of the universe; who, smitten
with tho pride of InteUect, claimed to be the sol®
Interpreters of nature, and who presumed to cajry
their scientific deductions Into theological con¬
clusions. On the other hand, theologians who
claimed an Infallible Interpretation of the Bible,
and who treated with measured coutempt the
teachings of nature, to both of those classee
the Apostle said:."Be not wlso In theBr
own coucelts." The speaker proccedod to
enumerate the apparent antagoulsms b^tween religion and science, observing
that that branch of science which described the or¬
ganism or the human physique had been brought to
bear against the immateriality or mind aud tho Im¬
mortality of the soul, a French physiologist uttering
the Infidel Bentlment that, as the liver secretes bile,
so the brain secretes thought. The chemist had gon«
Into his laboratory and attempted to prove that Bt.
l'etor was a fool because he had predicted the de¬
struction or the earth by fire, ami the geologlst had
passed through all the serial of strata to demon¬
strate the chronology given by Moses as an error,
una that man's residence on the cartn
Is of greater antiquity thun Is received by
the Church. Tho Scriptures informed us of a Bortea
of creations, whereas a distinguished scholar haa
traced all life back to a protoplasm.a combination
of carbon, oxygen aud hyd ogen. Tho Scrlpturea
taught that man Is made in the imageof God, but
a great scholar informed tho woidd that he wa®
made In the Image of an ape. How long would
scholars and theologians remain In the arena of
controversy? Was there not some ground of har¬
mony on wliich both could stand In the dignity of an
Intelligent manhood. While tho ultimate object and
mission of the scholar and the theologian Is idcntl-
c.,i to ascertain truth.yet their departments of
work were separate and distinct. Society rcoognlzed
tho doctrine of specialties, both I11 art, science and In
all the professions, and it was but r^sonablo tlial
tho theologian should claim tm-lnmseHw hat wm»&
corded to tho artist, the geologist and the sclen.isC
A scientific scholar from the course of his .uvestt-
gatlons was not competent to decide whether hi*
deductions in science are or are uOt lu haruionj
v,Rh the teachings of the BPj,e. Isaac Newton, u
a mathematician and a£ afetronomer, rose head an®
shoulders above VnOse of his own day; but when
Newton atto'uibfed to write on the prophesies ana
upon "theteachings of Ulirlst, lie was As wea*. at
other men. AgassU wnj a grpat putural-1st, bnt when I10 aaseVted that tho Dibitdid not sustain the theory that all mo®
have descended from a common ancestry, ho
passed the limits of Ids domain und was not nual-{fled to sit in judgment upon a biblical question.
1 ho preacher went on to say that tho Scripture®
nor did the church claim Infallible biblical Interpre¬
tation. God bad revealed himself tq man, but thai
revelation came to 1dm with all the poverty and
Imperfection of human language. l)r. Newman
showed that recent scientific discoveries demon¬
strated the truth of mauy passages ^ Scripture
that were thought to be Irreconcilable with science,
and said that Christianity had nothing to fear from
the bold assertions of the English scientists. There
was nothing to fear even iroru Darwin himself. Hi®
book was a great one, but Its name was a mlsno-.
nicr. It should have been called the Ascent 01
Man," rather than "The Descent of Man:" for U
man came fiom the ape ho is the 8ra"da3t ascen¬
sion In tho history of tho world plnce the rtajs old
Elijah went up to heaven. And If man has lison to
Ids nrcsent dignity from a beginning so humble,
may wo not anticipate a development beyondji®grand in the future as the present Is grand e^.rthe past? Tho speaker then described in
yn.Cfct terms what science nail accomplished
for tho

errus wu®»«»
, im;uuiiii»uiclvlllzaUV.Il »r£'K .CytjHlanlzatlon of

world. Science furbished the Church with answers
to fufldol objections and illustrattous of the grand¬
est cloctrlnc of the Blblo. Ho said that knowledge
did not purify or save, and In conclusion main¬
tained that pottilng but faith In the Lord Jesn®curly]; <56il\d give peace on cartli and happiness Ui
11
The doctor'^.discourse was so erudite that, those

mercurial Methodists who expected to bo lilted to
the third heavens by liighfalutln oratory must have 1

been disappointed.
LEE AVENUE BAPTI8T OHUROH.

the

Last ovcning Rev. J. II. Smith preached in th*
Lee Avenue Tabernacle a discourse upon Clospol
liberty and liberality, taking for his text the fif¬
teenth verse of the thlrrl chapter ol Ephoslana.
" Ofwhom tho whole family In heaven and earth la
named." Ho said, fraternized with all who loved
Jesus, of whatever creed or color, country or con¬
dition. He thought the Church stood
lu need of moro Christ and less
creed. Ho was a Baptist, knowing no
baptism but Immersion ami no right to the
ordinance bpt faith In Christ. In speaking of the
Lord's Hopper tho reverend gentleman said no gavo
no invitation to the table; Christ gave none. As »
servant of the Divine Master he simply announced
"tho Lord's Supper." The responsibility of the act
of communion was with the communicant, and his
God. The Church had no moro right to expel a man
from tho Holy supper than It had to drive a man
from the broad sunlight Into darkness or forbid a
thlrstv man from drinking Trom a spring gushing
lrom the hillside. If tho participant was In doc¬
trinal error let him cat and drink. Talk doctrine to
him If you choose after tho banquet.

FIRST CONCERT OF THE CATHOLIC CHORAL
SOCIETY.

A very large audienco filled 8t. Stephen's chnrch
last evening, ou occasion of the Urst concert of the
new Catholic Choral Society, given for the benefit
of tho New York Foundling Asylum. The pro-
gramo consisted of Kallhvoda's grand mass, sung
by a chorus of 100 voices, an orchestra of forty
philharmonic artists, a solo quartet, Miss Emma
Uowson, soprano: Miss Gomleit, alto: Mr. Charles
l'rltsch, tenor, and Mr. Sohst, basso; Mr. Gustavus
Sohmltz, organist, and Mr. Pechcr. conductor.
The second part comprised a fantasia for I lie violin,
(bunded on themes from "Mowtnlollo," played su¬
perbly by Sefior Sarasato: an "Ave Maria" by Mer-
cudante, snug by Mr. l'rltsch, whoso beautiful tonor
voice appeared to unusual advantage; a solo on th»
French horn by Mr. Henry delimits, nr.d the inagnl-,llcent "Solve Iloglna" ol (iordljlaiii, for solo, ohorno
and orchestra. The performance of tho muss was
highly creditable, with the exception of portions of
the Credo, In which tho tempo was ncerteiuted to
almost indistinctncss. Mr. Gnsiavus Helmut/., by
his firm comiuandof tiio organ, held chorus an*!
orchestra togctuor as with u master liamt


